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PREFACE. 


*'  Change  is  our  portion  here  I 

Yet  midst  our  changing  lot, 
Midst  withering  flowers  and  tempests  drear, 

There  is  that  changes  not ; 
Unchangeable  JEHOVAH'S  word, 
*  1  will  be  with  thee/  saith  the  Lord." 

SUCH  is  the  experience  of  every  God-eent  messenger  of  peace. 
He  is  graciously  delivered  from  that  fearful  state  described 
by  David:  "  Because  they  have  no  changes,  therefore  they  fear 
not  God"  (Psalm  Iv.  19).  He  has  his  changes  in  body,  mind, 
circumstances,  and  experiences.  These  are  the  means  in  the 
hand  of  God  to  shut  him  up  to  the  guidance  and  guardianship 
of  the  Unchangeable.  The  earthly  house,  the  bodjr,  dissolves ; 
but  JEHOVAH,  the  dwelling-place  of  His  people,  is  eternally 
the  same.  The  human  mmd  wavers  and  wanders;  *^But 
JEHOVAH  is  in  one  mind,  and  who  can  turn  Him  ?  and  what 
His  soul  desireth,  even  that  He  doeth'*  (Job  xxiii.  13).  Circum- 
vtances  are  ever  changing,  and  the  child  of  God  finds  himself 
never  long  at  one  stay ;  but  the  place  and  portion  provided  for 
him  in  Christ  know  nothing  of  mutability.  Experiences  vary, 
while  the  safety  and  security  of  the  heir  of.  glory  are  not 
affected  by  them.  The  Godnsent  and  God-fearing  minister  of 
the  New  Testament  is  ever  witnessing  changes  among  his 
hearers.  Some  of  these  are  taken  from  the  evil  which  sur- 
rounded them  to  the  glory  which  awaited  them.  Others  are 
seen  occupied  with  Christ,  with  spiritual  and  eternal  realities, 
and  are  changed  into  His  image  from  glory  to  glory  as  of  the 
Lord  the  Spirit  (2  Cor.  iv.  18) ;  while  others,  occupied  with  self, 
who  were  once  fulsome  in  their  expressions  of  attachment  to  the 
preacher  and  his  preaching,  are  changed  to  murmurers  and 
malcontents.  Witn  the  experience  of  this  the  faithful  minister 
18  ready  to  say  with  Paul,  "  Where  is  then  the  blessedness  ye 
spake  of?  for  I  bear  you  record,  that,  if  it  had  been  possible,  ye 
would  have  plucked  out  your  own  eyes,  and  have  given  them  to 
me.  Am  I  therefore  become  your  enemy,  because  I  tell  you 
&e  truth  ?  "  (GaL  iv.  15,  16.)  Concerning  such  as  these,  during 
the  past  year,  I  have  no  reason  to  complain.  It  has  been  my 
lot  Quring  the  delivery  of  these  discourses  to  have  respect  to  the 
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tried  and  tempted,  broken-hearted  and  humble  followers  of  the 
Lamb,  being  fully  assured  that  the  fleshly  free-wilier^  the  proud 
profeasor,  and  the  cold  critic  would  find  no  pleasure  in  them. 

It  is  my  gracious  privilege  to  say  with  the  Psalmist  and  Paul: 
"  I  have  believed, and  therefore  have  I  spoken'*  (Psalm  cxvi.  10 ; 
2  Cor.  iv.  13) ;  and  in  speaking  I  have  declared  all  the  counsel  of 
God  as  it  has  been  given  to  me  for  the  good  of  His  elect ;  and 
my  conscience  bears  me  witness  in  the  Holy  Ghost  that  I  have 
not  kept  back  anything  that  was  profitable  to  them  (Acts  xx. 
20  and  27).  The  glory  of  the  Father  in  His  purposes  of  love  to 
His  people,  has  been  my  chief  aim.  The  exaltation  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  in  the  heart's  affections  of  His  redeemed  people  is 
my  delight.  The  honour  of  the  blessed  Spirit  in  an  unadul- 
terated and  undiluted  testimony  I  love  to  maintain.  The 
comfort  and  encouragement  of  the  brethren  and  sisters  of  my 
Lord  form  a  ^eat  portion  of  the  burden  of  His  Word  with  me. 
I  have  tried  to  use  great  plainness  of  speech  and  to  avoid 
appearing  amongst  those  of  whom  it  may  bo  truly  said,  "«o  they 
wrap  it  up  "  (Micah  vii.  3).  Compromise  with  a  legalised  Gospel 
and  a  camaUsed  Christianity  is  foreign  to  the  spririt  which  God  has 
graciously  given  me.  Confederacy  with  "  nice^  dear,  good  men  " 
who  hold  errors  most  pernicious,  who  love  those  whom  God 
hates,  and  hate  those  whom  God  loves,  is  not  agreeable  to  that 
new  nature  which  God  has  given  me  in  oneness  with  an  almost 
universally  hated  and  despised  Christ.  I  am  fully  conscious  that 
a  spirit  of  separation,  though  accompanied  with  a  broken  heart 
before  God,  will  be  set  down  as  sour  and  censorious.  Well,  let 
it  be  so.  God  will  be  glorified,  and  He  will  teach  His  sepa- 
rated ones  to  be  satisfied  with  all  that  He  gi-aciously  lays  upon 
them. 

And  now  I  must  say  again,  "  In  these  discourses  I  have 
nothing  to  offer  and  no  invitations  to  make.  It  is  mine  to 
jpreach  Christ  as  I  know  and  feel  Him  to  be  precious  to  my  own 
soul,  and  to  the  souls  of  His  eternally -loved  and  dearly-bought 
people,  begging  of  the  Holy  Ghost  to  do  His  own  work,  so  well 
expressed  m  "  those  precious  words  of  Joseph  Irons, — 

*•  'Tis  by  Thy  Divine  Anointing, 

Raiisom,*d  sinners  know  the  Lord  ; 
Gospel  truths  to  Jesus  pointing, 
Strength,  delight,  and  joy  afford, 

When  Thine  unction 
Rests  upon  the  preached  Word." 

"And  now,  reader*,  I  commend  you  to  God  and  to  the  Word 
of  His  grace,  which  is  able  to  build  you  up,  and  to  give  you  an 
inheritance  among  all  them  which  are  sanctified  "  (Acts  xx.  32). 

Thomas  Bradbury. 

Orore  Chapel,  Camberwell. 
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JEHOVAH'S    PROCLAMATION. 


Pbuohid  nr  Obovb  Ohapkl,  Oahbkbwxll,  ok  Sinn>AT  MoBimra, 
Dboehbeb  l8T,  1878,  bt 

THOMAS  BRADBURY. 


"  And  the  LORD  pasaed  by  before  him,  and  pToclaimed,  The  LORD,  the  LORD 
Ood,  merciful  and  graciooB,  long-snfferin^,  and  abundant  in  goodness  and  tmth, 

'*  Keeping  mercy  for  thousands,  forgivifig  iniquity  and  transgression  and  sin, 
and  that  will  by  no  means  clear  the  guiltv ;  visiting  the  iniquity  of  the  fathers  upon 
the  children,  and  upon  the  children's  children,  unto  the  third  and  to  the  fourth 
generation.*' — Exodus  xzxiy.  6,  7. 

IN  the  chapter  preceding  this  from  which  I  have  taken  my 
text,  and  which  I  read  for  our  instruction  this  morning,  we 
have  an  experimental  and  practical  exposition  of  onr  last  Sunday 
morning's  text — "  And  grace  for  grace."  I  say  practical  and 
experimental  because  the  exposition  nows  forth  from  the  exercised 
heart  and  favoured  spirit  of  Moses,  the  man  of  God.  He  was 
the  meekest  of  all  men  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  yet  he 
was  taught  in  the  school  of  painful  experience,  that  leffc  to  him- 
self without  the  presence  and  power  of  his  God,  he  was  the 
very  opposite  to  meekness.  In  the  face  of  such  an  experience 
this  hignly-favoured  saint  was  brought  to  that  high  state  of 
privilege  described  in  the  llth  verse:  "And  the  LORD  spake 
unto  Moses  face  to  face,  as  a  man  speaketh  unto  his  friend.** 
Jacob,  after  the  covenant  Angel's  wrestling,  said,  "  1  have  seen 
God  face  to  fpice,  and  my  life  is  preserved  "  (Gen.  xxxii.  30). 
And  poor  faint-hearted  "  Manoah  said  unto  his  wife,  We  shall 
surely  die,  because  we  have  seen  God."  But  here  Moses  looks 
God  in  the  face  with  blessed  familiarity  and  in  heartfelt  com- 
mum'on.  He  "  said  unto  the  LORD,  See,  Thou  sayest  unto  me, 
Bring  up  this  people,  and  Thou  hast  not  let  nie  know  whom 
Thou  wilt  send  with  me.  Yet  Thou  hast  said,  I  know  thee  by 
name,  and  thou  hast  also  found  grace  in  My  sight.  Now,  there- 
fore, I  pray  Thee,  if  I  have  found  grace  in  Thy  sight,  show  me 
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now  Thy  way,  that  1  may  know  Thee,  that  I  may  find  ^ace  in 
Thy  sight,  and  consider  that  this  nation  is  Thy  peop^."  In 
these  words  we  see  the  infirmity,  forgetfulness,  and  faithlessness 
of  Moses.  He  said  to  God,  "  Thou  hast  not  let  me  know  whom 
Thou  wilt  send  with  me."  Turn  to  chapter  iii.  12.  God  gave 
commandment  to  Moses  to  bring  forth  Israel  out  of  Egypt,  and 
added  His  promise,  "  Certainly  I  will  be  with  thee.  *  I,  the 
great  and  glorious  JEHOVAH.  The  I  AM.  Thy  All  in  alL 
All  thy  salvation  from  sin.  All  thy  wisdom  in  thy  ignorance. 
All  thy  strength  in  weakness.  Moses  continued,  "Yet  Thou 
hast  said,  I  know  thee  by  name,  and  thou  hast  also  found  ^ace 
in  My  sight."  My  dear  friends,  if  the  Lord  were  to  speak  m  an 
audible  voice  to  any  of  us  this  morning,  saying,  Thomas^ 
William,  John,  or  Ann,  "  I  know  thee  by  name,  and  thou  hast 
found  grace  in  My  sight,"  we  might  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
we  should  retire  from  this  place  the  happiest  creatures  in 
creation.  But  that  does  not  always  follow.  The  Lord  may 
speak  peace  one  moment  and  something  else  the  next.  If  He 
gives  us  to  experience  His  grace,  He  is  sure  to  send  something 
to  test  and  prove  the  reality  of  the  grace  He  has  given.  It  was 
so  with  Moses,  for  he  answers  God  thus :  **  Now  therefore,  I 
*pray  Thee,  if  I  have  found  grace  in  Thy  sight."  Why  that 
"i/?"  It  is  recorded  to  teach  some  of  us  that,  with  all  the 
grace  God  bestows  upon  us,  we  shall  have  our  doubts  and  fears 
producing  many  an  if  in  our  communications  with  Him.  But 
4oes  it  not  seem  strange  that  an  if  should  appear  heret 
Moses  was  at  that  very  moment  a  recipient  and  possessor  of 
grace  bestowed,  evidenced  in  the  very  fact  that  JEHOVAH 
was  then  speaking  with  him  as  a  man  speaketh  unto  his  friend. 
Yet  in  the  face  of  such  magnanimous  grace  the  entreaty  of  the 
recipient  is  heard — "  If  I  have  found  grace  in  Thy  sight,  show 
me  now  Thy  wayJ*  I  like  that.  It  is  not,  "  Show  me  now  my 
way,"  but  "  Show  me  now  Thy  way,  that  I  may  know  Thee  J*  Is 
there  anything  to  find  fault  with  there  ?  Not  at  all.  It  is  only 
ia  keeping  with  the  experience  of  the  apostle  Paul,  and,  to  my 
mind,  is  a  silencer  to  high-flying  professors  who  talk  much  about 
a,  stock  of  ffrace  in  hand.  Such  persons  might  say  Moses  Uved 
amid  the  darkness  of  the  old  covenant  dispensation,  and  Tises 
old  covenant  tenns.  Well,  if  so,  we  shall  find  old  covenant 
terms  in  Phil.  iii.  10  :  "  That  I  may  know  Him,  and  the  power  of 
Qis  resurrection,  and  the  fellowship  of  His  sufferings,  being 
made  conformable  unto  His  death."  Did  not  Paul  know  flim  i 
Judging  according  to  our  weak  apprehension,  we  should  say 
that  no  man,  since  the  resurrection  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Chri^ 
from  the  deadv  knew  Him  better  than  Paul.  Yet,  with  all  his 
k^owledge^  he  felt  as  though  he  knew  but  little,  and  thirsted 
for  more.  "  That  I  may  know  Thee,  that  I  may  fljid  grace  in 
Thj  si^tt."  He  did  not  boast  in  the  possession  of  a  stock  of 
grace,  Ditt  took  the  grace  received  as  a  plea  (of  still  mor# 
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grmdoiis  sapplies.  ''And  oonsider  that  this  nation  is  Thy 
peqple.  Ana  He  said.  My  presence  shall  go  with  thee,  and  I 
will  give  thee  rest.  And  he  said  unto  Him,  If  Thjr  presence 
go  not  with  me  carry  us  not  up  hence."  Moses  beheved  in  a 
carnrinfi;  God,  and  so  do  ^  thoroughly.  You  may  depend  upon 
it,  if  I  Old  not  believe  in  a  carrying  God,  you  would  not  see  me 
in  the  spot  1  now  occupy.  0,  what  a  mercy  to  experience  a 
firacions  lift,  a  covenant  uphol(Mng  in  the  arms  of  JEHOVAH- 
JESUS  1  This  is  to  enjoy  the  embracings  of  everlasting  love, 
and  to  repose  in  the  sweetness  of  these  precious  words — 

"  The  object  of  that  love  I  am, 
And  carried  like  a  child." 

Ofttimee  we  are  carried  when  we  are  not  conscious  of  the  fact. 
What  does  a  child  know  of  the  love  of  the  parent's  heart  when 
carried  to  rest  at  night  ?  But  we  must  go  on.  Moses  says : 
"  For  wherein  shall  it  be  known  here  that  I  and  Thy  people 
have  found  grace  in  Thy  sight!  "  Now,  do  you  know,  that  is 
a  question  frequently  arising  in  my  mind  before  my  God,  in 
reterence  to  Grove  cnapel  and  its  people.  "  Wherein  shall  it  be 
known  here  that  land  Thy  people  have  found  grace  in  Tku  sight  I " 
Some  have  prayed  that  the  chapel  might  be  crowded,  but  such 
forget  that  a  crowded  chapel  is  not  always  an  evidence  of 
qpiritual  prosperity.  There  may  be  in  a  crowd  a  profusion  of 
hypocrites  and  mere  professors,  who  come  in  just  to  hang  upon 
the  lips  of  a  man,  to  nil  their  heads  with  notions,  opinions,  and 
views,  whilst  their  hearts  are  destitute  of  the  humbling 
grace  of  God.  God's  Gospel  is  not  only  to  gather  together 
the  poor  and  a£9icted,  but  it  is  also  to  scatter  the  rich  and  con- 
ceited. But  let  us  look  at  the  prayer  and  the  importunity — 
**  Wherein  shall  it  be  known  here  that  I  and  Thy  people  have 
found  grace  in  Thy  sight  ?  Is  it  not  in  that  Thou  goest  with 
us!"  That  is  it.  Lord,  go  with  me  into  those  spots  of  retire- 
ment, where  none  but  Thyself  and  the  devil  can  ever  know  the 
secret  struggles  and  groans  of  Thy  servant.  Lord,  go  with  me 
into  that  pulpit;  may  self  be  excluded,  Thyself  glorified.  Thy 
Christ  exalted.  Thy  Spirit  honoured,  and  Thy  grace  be  experi- 
enced in  the  hearts  of  Thy  people.  May  Thy  presence  go  with 
OS,  and  may  Thine  electing,  redeeming,  justifymg,  and  preserving 
g^race  and  glory  be  richly  enjoyed  in  our  midst.  *'  Is  it  not  in 
that  Thou  goest  with  us  t  So  shall  we  be  separated,  I  and 
Thy  people,  from  all  the  people  that  are  upon  tne  face  of  the 
earth.'*  Oh,  my  dear  friends,  may  God  keep  you  from  being 
afraid  of  separation,  if  it  distinguishes  you  from  all  but  the 
Lord's  own  people.  See  I  it  is  not  simply  separation  from 
Papists,  Socinians,  and  Arminians,  but  from  those  who  have 
been  well  styled  Mongrel  Calvinists,  who  will  brin^  in  a  little 
of  their  own  responsibility  to  mar  the  beauty  of  God's  free  and 
ttninfluenoed  grace.    Yes,  God's  children,  whom  He  has  experi 
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mentally  separated  to  Himself,  are  like  the  Shunamite  who 
Bought  not  after  worldly  preferment  and  pleasure ;  but  when 
these  were  thrown  in  her  way,  so  wisely  said :  "  /  dwell  among 
mine  ovm  people**  I  Iqve  to  dwell  among  an  elect  people,  whose 
election  is  Known  and  felt  by  the  presence  of  God  in  their 
midst.  I  love  to  dwell  among  a  redeemed  people^  whose  redem^ 
tion  is  seen  in  their  acts,  their  words,  tneir  looks,  and  their 
sympathies.  I  love  to  dwell  among  a  regenerated  people,  whose 
regeneration  is  manifest  in  their  delight  to  sit  in  heavenlv  places, 
holding  communion  with  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost.  I  love  to  dwell  with  a  scattered  and  peeled  people,  whose 
hopes  have  been  scattered,  and  the  skin  of  tneir  fleshly  le^lity 
peeled  from  them,  that  nought  but  the  soothing  and  mollifying 
power  of  Christ's  blood  will  ease  their  wounded  spirits.  I  love 
to  dwell  among  a  poor  and  afflicted  people,  so  poor  as  not  to  pro- 
duce a  grain  of  faith,  a  spark  of  life,  a  ray  of  light,  a  beam  of 
hope,  or  a  single  good  word  or  thought.  With  these  I  can  bow 
very  low  at  the  footstool  of  sovereign  mercy,  sighing,  **  Lord,  I  am 
oppressed,  undertake  for  me."  These  are  the  people  whom  m^ 
soul  loves.  "  And  the  LORD  said  unto  Moses,  I  will  do  this 
thin^  also  that  thou  hast  spoken  ;  for  thou  hast  found  grace  in 
My  sight,  and  I  know  thee  by  name.  And  he  said,  I  beseech 
Thee,  show  me  Thy  glory."  Did  he  know  for  what  he  was 
asking!  You  may  depend  upon  it,  sometimes  God's  poor 
children  ask  Him  for  things  they  are  not  quite  sure  about.  We  ask 
audit  pleases  Him  to  give,  and  with  the  gift  to  send  leanness  into 
our  souls.  We  ask  and  He  bestows,  and  when  we  are  in  possession  of 
the  desired  blessing,  the  testing  is  so  terrible  that  we  almost  wish 
we  had  never  asked.  Here  Moses  asks  God,  "  Show  me  Thy 
^lory.  And  God  said,  I  will  make  all  My  goodness  pass  before 
thee,  and  I  will  proclaim  the  name  of  the  LORD  before  thee." 
Now  you  see  something  of  the  glory  of  the  LORD  revealed  in 
His  sovereignty  and  independence,  doing  as  He  will  in  His  work 
of  salvation,  revealing  Himself  to  whom  He  will,  and  giving  no 
account  of  His  matters.  "  And  will  be  gracious  to  whom  I  will 
be  gracious,  and  will  show  mercy  on  whom  I  will  show  mercy. 
And  He  said,  Thou  canst  not  see  M^  face,  for  there  shall  no  man 
see  Me  and  live.  And  the  LORD  said.  Behold,  there  is  a  place  by 
Me,  and  thou  shalt  stand  upon  a  rock."  Look  here,  trembUng 
sinner.  Was  it  ever  thy  lot  to  stand  in  that  place  by  thy  God? 
See  I  It  is  new  covenant  ground.  It  is  the  place  of  His  feet 
which  He  has  made  glorious  with  covenant  provision  and 
supply.  It  is  the  place  sprinkled  with  atoning  blood.  It  is  the 
place  prepared  with  justifying  righteousness.  It  is  the  plaee  of 
resurrection-power  and  privilege.  **  And  it  shall  come  to  pasSy 
while  My  glory  passeth  oy,  that  I  will  put  thee  in  a  clift  of  the 
rock."  Wnat  is  this  rock  t  Turn  to  Isa.  xxvi.  4 :  **  Trust  ye  in 
the  LORD  for  ever :  for  in  the  LORD  JEHOVAH  is  everlasting 
strength  "  (margin,  tlie  Rock  of  Ages).     You  see,  Moses  should 
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not  only  have  a  firm  footing  for  his  faith  on  the  Rock,  but  also 
an  immunity  from  his  fears  in  the  clift  of  the  Rock.  With  such 
gracious  covenant  provision  in  possession  we  may  well  sing — 

"  Rock  of  Agest  cleft  for  m^ 
Let  me  bide  m  jself  in  Thee  ; 
Let  the  water  and  the  blood. 
From  Thy  riven  side  which  flowed, 
Be  of  sin  the  double  cure, 
Cleanse  me  from  its  guilt  and  power.'* 

"  And  will  cover  thee  with  My  hand  while  I  pass  by."  Oh  I 
what  a  marvellous  mercy  for  the  hand  of  a  covenant  God  to  be 
over  His  poor,  tried,  and  troubled  children.  Turn  to  Zech.  xiii. 
7 :  ''  Awake,  0  sword,  against  My  Shepherd,  and  against  the 
Man  that  is  My  Fellow,  saith  the  LORD  of  hosts :  smite  the 
Shepherd  and  the  sheep  shall  be  scattered:  and  I  will  turn 
Mine  hand  upon  the  little  ones."  There  you  have  the  Rock  of 
refuge,  the  Clift  of  mercy,  and  the  Hand  of  covenant  blessine. 
That  Hand  shades  them  from  the  power  of  His  ^ory  whicn 
would  otherwise  sweep  them  into  nothinraess.  But  as  this 
glory  is  revealed  in  the  person  and  work  of  the  God-Man,  they 
are  olessed  with  the  gracious  privilege  of  holding  fellowship 
with  the  Three-in-One  JEHOVAH.  **  And  I  will  take  away 
Mine  hand,  and  thou  shalt  see  My  back  parts."  What  does  Bfe 
mean  by  this  ?  He  means  that  He  will  reveal  to  him  all  that 
can  be  known,  understood,  or  apprehended  of  Himself  in  the 
person  of  the  God-Man  Christ  Jesus,  or  that  this  revelation  of 
Himself  should  be  the  earnest  of  after  or  future  displays  of  His 
fflorious  grace.  Absolute  or  abstract  Deity  can  never  be  known 
by  mortal,  and  it  is  only  as  He  is  pleased  to  reveal  Himself 
through  the  sinless  humanity  of  His  own  dear  Son,  that  elect 
sinners  can  be  taken  into  union  with  Himself,  or  hold  sweet 
communion  with  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost.  In  the  nine- 
teenth verse  God  says:  "I  will  make  all  My  goodness  pass 
before  thee."  AU  My  goodness,  not  some  of  it.  All  the  good- 
ness I  have  treasured  up  for  thee  in  the  covenant  of  grace. 
All  the  goodness  needful  for  thee  during  thy  sojourn  in  the 
wilderness,  and  in  thy  conduct  to  the  home  of  My  glory.  I 
will  bless  thee  with  a  revelation  of  My  glorious  sovereignty  in 
the  salvation  and  succour  of  whom  I  will,  and  sympathising 
with  them  in  all  their  sorrow  and  distress.  We  now  come  to 
notice  chapter  xxxiv.  5 :  '^  And  the  LORD  descended  in  the 
cloud,  and  stood  with  him  there,  and  proclaimed  the  name  of 
the  LORD."  "  The  LORD  descended:'  In  every  revelation  and 
interposition  of  JEHOVAH,  He  must  either  descend  to  the 
pofdtion  of  His  people  or  they  must  ascend  to  Him.  Sometimes 
lie  is  pleased  to  descend  to  them,  and  sometimes  He  is  pleased 
to  give  them  a  gracious  lift  up  to  Himself  as  the  Goa  of  all 
grace.  Wherever  they  are  visited  with  sweet  indications  of 
His  presence,  they  are  favoured  and  blessed  indeed,  ^f  I  am 
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passing  through  the  floods  of  temptation  or  through  the  fires  of 
affliction,  .His  gracious  promise  having  been  given  must  be 
fulfilled  in  my  heart's  experience :  "  When  thou  passest  through 
the  waters,  I  will  be  with  thee ;  and  through  the  rivers,  they 
shall  not  overflow;  when  thou  walkest  through  the  fire,  thou 
shalt  not  be  burned ;  neither  shall  the  flame  kindle  upon  thee  " 
(Isa.  xliii.  2).  What  have  I  to  fear  if  He  is  pleased  to  reveal 
Himself  to  me  in  the  very  heights  of  covenant  favour,  or  in 
the  lowlands  of  suffering  and  of  sorrowt  The  fulfilment  of  His 
promise  is  a  blessing  indeed.     But  listen ! 

"And  the  LORD  passed  by  before  him,  and  proclaimed, 
The  LORD,  the  LORD  God,  merciful  and  gracious,  long-suffer- 
ing and  abundant  in  goodness  and  truth,  keeping  mercy  for 
thousands,  forgiving  iniquity,  transgression,  and  sin,  and  that 
will  by  no  means  clear  tlie  guilty ;  visiting  the  inic^uity  of  the 
fathers  upon  the  children,  and  upon  the  children's  children,  unto 
the  third  and  to  the  fourth  generation." 

I. — Notice  the  name  by  which  He  is  pleased  to  proclaim 
His  goodnes  to  Moses:  "The  LORD."  This  is  His  glorious 
name  which  cannot  be  communicated  to  created  beings  what- 
ever be  their  state  or  condition,  sinful  ones  in  the  shape  of  poor 
fallen  humanity  here  below,  or  sinless  ones,  those  oright  and 

florious  intelligencies  who  surround  His  throne,  and  who  are 
lessed  with  that  appellation  given  to  them  by  Paul :  "  The 
Elect  Angels"  (1  Tim.  v.  21).  There  can  be  no  communication 
of  the  great  and  glorious  name  of  JEHOVAH  to  them  or  to  us. 
What  is  its  meaning  t  Self-existent.  Can  you  comprehend  itt 
It  is  that  self-existent,  independent  One  so  preciously  set  forth 
in  that  first  hymn  by  Joseph  Irons  : — 

"  Aspire,  my  bouI,  to  yonder  throne, 
Where  sits  the  Infinite  Unknown, 

The  self-existent  God ; 
Whose  being,  no  beginning  knows, 
While  matchless  splendour  round  Him  flows, 

And  all  things  wait  His  nod. 

'Tis  His  to  fiU  immensity  ; 
No  object  can  escape  His  eye, 

Nor  thought  His  mind  elude ; 
All  things  were  by  His  wisdom  plann*d ; 
All  are  supported  by  His  hand ; 

And  all  at  once  are  viewed. 

Justice  and  mercy,  truth  and  love, 
Shine  from  His  glorious  throne  above. 

As  Israel's  covenant  God  ; 
In  Persons  Three — ^in  essence  One — 
He  is  the  Sovereign  LORD  alone, 

And  be  His  name  adored. 

WiUi  Him  is  no  futurity  ; 

He  stands  enwrapped  in  purity ; 

Unchangeably  The  Same : 
The  Great  First  Cause  of  all  events, 
He  gives  decrees,  and  ne*er  repents  ; 

A»d  HOLY  is  His  name;*  C^  r\r\n\o 
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Exception  has  been  taken  to  that  line, — 

"  Where  sits  the  Infinite  Unknown." 

One  said  to  me :  "  It  is  too  much  like  the  inscription  on  the 
heathen  altar  at  Athens:  *T0  THE  UNKNOWN  GOD.'" 
**  My  dear  fellow,"  said  I,  "  there  is  no  aflSnity  between  the  two. 
In  the  words  of  the  hymn,  the  master-mind  of  the  now  glorified 
Joseph  Irons  sonnds  forth  the  praises  of  Him  *  Who  only  hath 
immortality,  dwelling  in  the  lignt  which  no  man  can  approach 
onto,  whom  no  man  hath  seen  nor  can  see.'  JEHOVAH  in  His 
own  entity.  Existing  not  by  virtue  of  the  existence  of  any 
created  being,  yet  revealing  Himself  to  His  elect  in  the  sove- 
reignty of  His  will  by  Jesns  Christ."  But  it  is  ours  to  adore 
Him  not  only  as  the  self-existent  One,  but  also  in  His  glorious 
Bovereignty.  The  name  JEHOVAH  denotes  this.  He  acts 
according  to  the  counsel  of  His  own  will — a  will  in  which  He 
sought  the  advice  and  counsel  of  none.  He  disposes  of  men, 
angels,  devils,  things,  circumstances,  and  influences  according 
to  His  own  infinite  and  unerring  wisdom.  He  reigns  over  the 
whole  earth,  and  holds  in  deiision  all  the  opposers  of  His  wiU, 
and  laughs  to  scorn  all  His  enemies  who  call  into  question  His 
sovereign  and  independent  right  to  dispense  His  favoure  as  He 
win  in  the  son  of  His  love.  As  JEHOVAH,  He  is  the 
OMNISCIENT.  Nothing  can  escape  His  vision,  knowledge,  or 
imderstanding.  He  is  the  OMNIPRESENT.  Read  for  your- 
selves the  first  part  of  Psalm  cxxxix.  I  thank  God  I  learned  it 
when  I  was  a  lad.  See  :  "  Whither  shall  I  go  from  Thv  spirit  t 
or  whither  shall  I  flee  from  Thy  presence  t  If  I  ascend  up  into 
heaven,  Thou  art  there  :  if  I  make  my  bed  in  hell,  behold,  Thou 
art  there."  Depend  upom  this,  as  JEHOVAH  is  the  source  of 
aD  the  bliss  ana  blessedness  of  the  glorified  in  heaven,  so  He  is 
the  terror  of  all  the  damned  in  hell.  This  is  an  awful  and 
terrible  subject,  which  I  desire  not  to  dwell  upon ;  but  I  find  it 
in  my  Bible,  and  have  felt  some  of  its  horrors  in  my  heart's 
experience,  so  I  must  declare  it.  I  know  there  are  some  sugar- 
coated  creatures,  and  would-be  philanthropists,  who  would  have 
us  believe  that  God  is  too  loving  for  all  this ;  but  these  forget 
to  consider  the  strange  mysteries  of  His  e very-day  providence. 
These,  through  blind  unbelief,  imagine  that  God  is  too  loving  to 
allow  suffering  in  hell,  and  yet  they  see  how  it  exists  in  asylums 
where  madmen  are  raving,  in  hospitals  where  patients  are 
agonising,  and  in  distant  lands  where  barbarities  unmentionable 
are  peipetrated.  These  still  fiu-ther  forget,  and  here  I  must  say, 
not  oemg  a  universal  charity  man,  I  nave  not  a  j)article  of 
charity  for  these  despisers  of  the  Word  whom  God  will  destroy 
(Prov.  xiii.  18),  when  I  think  of  Him,  who  is  my  only  Hope  of 
escaping  JEHOVAH'S  wrath  and  indignation,  leaving  the 
bosom  of  the  Father  for  the  belly  of  hell,  the  acclamation  of 
•agels  for  the  rage  of  devils^  the  delight  of  His  Father  for  the 
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bloody  sweat  of  Gethseraane,  the  joy  of  God's  countenance  for 
the  desertion  on  Calvary,  when  He  cried,  "  My  G^d,  My  God, 
why  hast  Thou  forsaken  Me  t "  As  we  contemplate  this,  we 
must  stand  in  awe  at  the  sovereignty  of  God  as  displayed  in  all 
His  doings,  and  what  He  doeth  shall  stand  for  ever,  whatever 
infidels,  sceptics,  and  mere  professors  may  say  to  the  contrary. 
"  If  I  take  the  wings  of  the  morning,  and  dwell  in  the  uttermost 

Earts  of  the  sea;  even  there  shall  Thy  hand  lead  me,  and  Thy  right 
and  shall  hold  me.  If  I  say,  Sm*ely  the  darkness  ^all  cover  me : 
even  the  night  shall  be  light  about  me.  Yea,  the  darkness  hideth 
not  from  Thee ;  but  the  night  shineth  as  the  day :  the  darkness  and 
the  light  are  both  alike  to  Thee."  The  Psalmist  might  well  say : 
"  Such  knowledge  is  too  wonderful  for  me ;  it  is  high,  I  cannot 
attain  unto  it."  But,  blessed  be  God,  according  to  the  subse- 
quent portion  of  the  Psalm,  that  which  God  had  ordained  for  His 
children,  and  they,  because  of  their  ignorance  and  inability, 
could  not  attain  unto.  He,  in  covenant  and  incarnation,  has 
descended  to  for  all*  the  members  of  the  one  body.  Here  we 
see  JEHOVAH,  the  incommunicable,  communicating  with  His 
people. 

JEHOVAH-GOD  I  Yes,  there  must  be  a  communication  of 
all  contained  in  covenant  connection  with  that  name  to  His  own ; 
yes,  of  all  that  He  has  made  Himself  to  .them.  Therefore  we 
find  here  and  there  words  of  qualification  or  explanation  added 
to  this  name.    Look  at  a  few. 

JEHOVAH-JIREH,  who  will  supply  all  m^  need  according  to 
His  riches  in  glory  by  Christ  Jesus  (Gen.  xxii.  14 ;  Phil.  iv.  19). 

JEHOVAH-ROPHI,  who  healeth  all  my  diseases  (Exod.  xv. 
26 ;  Psalm  ciii.  3). 

JEHOVAH-NISSI,  who  covereth^  my  head  in  the  day  of 
battle  (Exod.  xvii.  15 ;  Psalm  cxl.  7).  * 

JEHOVAH-SHALOM,  who  is  my  peace  in  tribulation 
(Judges  vi.  24 ;  John  xvi.  33). 

JEHOVAH-TSIDKENU,  the  LORD  my  righteousness  (Jer. 
xxiii-  6,  xxxiii.  16). 

JEHOVAH-SHAMMAH,  who  will  be  with  His  people  in  all 
places  and  at  all  times  (Ezekiel  xlviii.  35 ;  Gen.  xxviii.  15). 

JEHOVAH-GOD.  God  is  the  old  Anglo-Saxon  word  for 
good.  God  is  ^od,  and  goodness  is  His  nature.  Goodness  is 
not  a  mere  attribute  of  Deity,  but  the  expression  of  His  nature 
to  His  covenant  people.  The  Father's  goodness  is  revealed  in 
the  Son  of  His  love  by  the  grace  and  indwelling  of  His  ^ood 
Spirit.  Goodness  is  God  going  forth  in  covenant  transactions. 
Tne  Father  blessing  His  people,  the  Son  saving  His  people,  the 
Holy  Ghost  regenerating,  reviving,  and  restoring  His  people. 
The  Father  is  good ;  the  Son  is  good ;  the  Holy  Ghost  is  good« 
These  Three  are  good  in  one  undivided  essence,  will,  and  work* 
God  is  found  by  His  own  in  every  pleasure  and  in  every  pain ; 
in  every  friend  and  in  every  enemy ;  in  every  sorrow  and  in 
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^^Ty  joy ;  in  every  trial  and  in  every  deKverance.  But  we 
mast  pass  on. 

**  Merciful  and  araciousJ^  What  is  mercy  t  Mercy  is  God's 
oorenant  favour  snown  to  eledt  but  miserable  sinners.  Where 
there  is  no  misery,  there  can  be  no  mercy.  If  you  know  not 
what  it  is  to  be  miserable  on  account  of  sin,  unbelief,  and  Satan's 
temptations,  you  must  be  destitute  of  an  experimental  acquaint- 
ance with  God's  covenant  mercy;  but  brought  to  experience  it 
as  a  sovereign  favour  from  Him  who  will  show  mercy  on  whom 
He  will  show  mercy,  and  whose  mercy  is  from  everlasting  to 
everlasting  upon  them  that  fear  Him,  you  will  gladly  join  with 
Toplady  and  sing, 

"  A  debtor  to  mercy  alone, 

Of  covenant  mercy  I  edng, 
Nor  fear  with  Thy  nghteousness  on, 

My  person  and  offerings  to  bring  ; 
The  terrors  of  law  and  of  Qod 

With  me  can  have  nothing  to  do ; 
My  Saviour's  obedience  and  blood 

Hide  all  my  transgressions  from  view." 

Gt)d  8  mercy  is  not  only  in  the  covenant,  but  flows  fi^m  it  in 
streams  of  redeeming  love  and  blood.  In  His  redeeming  mercy 
He  brings  me  from  the  hug  of  the  devil,  from  his  davish  chains, 
from  the  pit  wherein  is  no  water  of  life,  love,  or  grace.  But 
JEHOVAH  is  also  aracious.  What  are  we  to  understand  by  this 
term  t  When  we  hear  of  one  person  being  gracious  to  another, 
if  we  have  a  right  apprehension  of  the  term,  we  know  that  the 
gracious  person  was  not  called  upon  to  notice  the  one  upon 
whom  his  kind  attentions  have  been  bestowed.  God  gracious, 
IB  the  revealing  of  His  love  to  unworthy,  undeserving,  and  hell- 
deserving  objects.  Many  talk  of  grace  who  know  nothing  of 
their  nnworthiness,  and  who  laugh  to  scorn  as  a  vain  idea  the 
right  of  God  to  punish  the  wicked  at  all.  But  we,  who  have 
been  brought  to  tremble  at  the  thought  of  His  wrath,  through 
a  true  apprehension  of  what  sin  is,  and  some  sweet  realisation 
of  His  pardoning  and  forgiving  love,  can  sometimes  sing — 

"  Oh,  to  grace  how  great  a  debtor, 
Daily  Tm  constrained  to  be  1 
Let  that  grace,  Lord,  like  a  fetter, 
Bind  my  wandering  heart  to  Thee." 

Long-suffering.  Precious  fact  1  **  He  is  long-suflFering  to 
usward,  not  willmg  that  any  one  of  us  should  perish,  but  that 
all  should  come  to  repentance  "  (2  Peter  iii.  9).  God  is  so  long- 
suffering  toward  His  own  that  His  anger  never  reaches  or  over- 
takes them.  He  bears  with  their  rebellious  and  perverse 
manners  in  the  wilderness,  and  though  they  sin  against  Him, 
wander  from  Him,  and  forget  Him  altogether,  yet  He  is  silent  in 
His  love,  and  neither  crushes  nor  curses  them.  Nay,  for  their 
sake.  His  judgments  against  the  world  slumber,  for  while  an 
dect  vessel  of  mercy  is  found  amid  any  moral  desolation  of  this 
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evU  world,  He  stays  the  rod  of  His  wrath  and  the  fire  of  Hia 
indignation  from  devouring  His  adversaries  in  one  oommoipk 
nun.  You  see  this  in  the  case  of  Lot.  God  was  determined  to 
destroy  the  guilty  cities  of  the  plain,  but  not  while  Lot  lingered 
there.    He  hurries  His  righteous  servant  out  of  the  doomed 

S^ot,  saying,  "  Haste  thee,  escape  thither,  far  1  cannot  do  any^ 
ing  till  thou  be  come  thither  "  (Gen.  xix.  22).  "  The  same  day 
that  Lot  went  out  of  Sodom  it  rained  fire  and  brimstone  from 
heaven,  and  destroyed  them  all "  (Luke  xviL  29).  Look  at  Hia 
longHSuffering  as  described  in  that  precious  Scripture,  Isa.  xxx. 
18 :  "  And  therefore  will  the  LORD  wait,  that  He  may  be 
gracious  imto  you,  and  therefore  will  He  be  exalted,  that  He 
may  have  mercy  upon  you ;  for  the  LORD  is  a  God  of  judg- 
ment :  blessed  are  all  they  that  wait  for  Him." 

"  My  God,  and  did'st  Thou  wait  for  me, 
To  manifest  Thy  love  1 
Henceforth  my  sool  shall  wait  for  Thee, 
To  see  Thy  face  above." 

^^  Abundant  in  goodness  and  truih.*^  Look  at  the  latter, 
"abundant  in  truth.''  JEHOVAH  is  "a  God  of  truth  (Dent 
xxxii.  4).  The  Son  speaks  of  Himself  as  "The  Truth''  (John 
xiv.  6).  The  Holy  Ghost  is  called  "  The  Spirit  of  truth  "  (John 
xiv.  17).  The  Gospel  is  styled  "  The  Word  of  the  truth  of  the 
Gospel"  (Col.  i.  5).  Christ  said  of  the  Spirit,  "  He  will  guide 
you  into  all  truth"  (John  xvi.  13).    For  many  years  I  was 

Euzzled  beyond  me€U9ure  how  to  understand  this.  I  thought, 
ere  is  one  Scripture  declaring  that  the  world  itself  could  not 
contain  the  books  that  should  oe  written  concerning  the  truth  " 
(John  xxi.  25),  and  here  I  see  the  promise  of  Jesus  that  I,  a 
poor  weak  mortal,  shall  be  guided  into  all  truth.  This  was  a 
mystery  that  I  could  not  solve,  until  the  Spirit  opened  my  eves  to 
the  fact  that  it  is  all  truth  designed  for  me  to  know,  and  into 
the  knowledge  of  which  I  must  be  surely  brought ;  all  truth 
necessary  to  preserve  me  from  the  wiles  of  the  devil ;  all  truth 
necessary  for  my  spiritual  education.  There  is  "  abundance  "  of 
truth  in* JEHOVAH-JESUS  to  be  communicated  bv  the  Spirit 
of  truth  in  the  set  time  of  favour,  causing  the  soul  to  rejoice 
in  the  enjoyment  of  the  fulfilment  of  that  promise,  "  Ye  shall 
know  the  truth,  and  the  truth  shall  make  you  free  "  (John  viii. 
32). 

"  Keeping  mercy  for  thousands^  He  does  not  say  for  eveitj- 
body,  or  for  the  great  mass  of  mankind.  Oh,  no  1  but  **/ir 
thousands.''  The  Master  said,  "  Strait  is  the  gate,  and  narrow  is 
the  way,  which  leadeth  unto  Hfe,  and  few  there  be  that  find  it  " 
(Matt.  vii.  14).  The  tried  and  tempted  pilgrim  knows  and  feels 
this,  and  would  often  cling  to  it  to  the  ignoring  of  the  words 
before  us :  "  keeping  mercy  for  thousands^  Elijah  felt  his  isola^ 
tion  so  much  as  to  say  to  God :  **  Lord,  they  have  killed  Thy 
prophets,  and  digged  down  Thine  altara ;  a^d  1  am  left  cUone, 

Digitized  by  LjOOQL^ 


JEHOVAH'S  PROOULMAtTON.  11 

and  they  seek  mj  Ufe."  But  what  saith  the  answer  of  Q-od  to 
him  t  **  I  have  resef^ved  to  Mj/self  seven  thousand  men^  who  have 
not  bowed  the  knee  to  the  imaee  of  Baal "  (Rom.  zl  3,  4). 
Tfaoee  of  us  who  are  acquainted  with  God's  blessed  Word, 
know  that  the  experience  of  Elijah  was  not  peculiar  to  himself. 
It'is  the  experience  of  the  Church  in  eveiy  dispensation.  Turn 
to  Psalm  cxlii.  4,  where  you  see  the  isolation  of  the  Man  of 
sorrows,  and  of  all  the  sorrowful  ones  in  union  with  Him :  ''  I 
looked  on  My  right  hand,  and  beheld,  but  there  was  no  man 
that  would  Imow  Me ;  refufi'e  failed  Me ;  no  man  oared  for  My 
sonl."  Read  the  history  of  Paul,  and  you  will  see  that,  pos* 
oeoBod  of  all  the  light  and  grace  with  which  God  had  blessed 
him,  he  was  brought  to  the  same  spot  of  loneUnees  with  his  God. 
He  could  say,  •*  All  men  forsook  me  "  (2  Tim.  iv.  16).  When 
we  look  at  this  great  London — might  I  not  say,  This  great 
Babylon  of  outs  ? — judging  after  the  sight  of  our  eyes,  we  might 
truly  say,  "  Few  are  chosen ; "  but  we  cannot  tell  where  God's 
hidden  ones  are.  The  other  morning  I  received  a  letter  from  a 
poor  old  pauper  in  Marylebone  Workhouse — should  I  not  rathev 
say,  a  prince  in  a  poorhouse  ?  Could  our  mental  vision  be  so 
strengthened,  we  should  see  highly-favoured  ones  in  prison  cells, 
in  hospital  wards,  in  lonely  chambers,  in  garrets  and  cellars. 
We  would  have  them  crowding  to  church,  chapel,  and  meeting 
house,  but  our  God  will  have  His  own  where  He  will,  and  it  is 
a  marvellous  mercy  bv  the  sweet  constrainings  of  the  Spirit  to 
say  Amen  to  this.  When  the  grand  finale  takes  place,  and  the 
whole  election  of  grace  whose  names  are  in  the  Lamb's  book  of 
Hfe  are  gathered  together  in  one,  then  we  shall  see  a  multitude 
which  no  man  can  number.  ^'  The  number  of  them  was  ten 
thousand  times  ten  thousand,  and  thousands  of  thousands'* 
(Rev.  V.  11). 

Some  of  us  have  experienced  the  tender  mercy  of  our  God 
and  lost  the  felt  possession  of  the  same  again  and  again,  though 
in  fact  we  can  never  lose  it.  He  keeps  and  holds  it  for  us  in  the 
midst  of  all  our  sins,  foUies,  and  imperfections.  He  will  keep  it, 
and  neither  hell,  devils,  sins,  corruptions,  doubts,  fears,  accursed 
unbelief,  nor  all  combined  can  sever  a  soul  from  His  loved 
embrace,  or  debar  a  child  from  the  enjo^ent  of  that  which  He 
keeps  for  it.  This  reminds  me  of  an  incident  I  have  somewhere 
reaa.  A  prince  presents  to  a  subject  a  ring,  the  possession  of 
which  was  the  token,  pledge,  and  security  of  his  unchanging 
affection  and  regard.  He  leaves  it  to  the  judgment  of  the  subject 
as  to  who  should  hold,  keep,  and  preserve  the  ring.  The  subject 
longs  for  it,  and  is  entrusted  with  it ;  but  during  his  voyage  over 
the  ocean  of  life  he  loses  his  hold,  and  down  it  falls  to  tne  depths 
beneath.  He  meets  his  prince,  who  desires  the  production  oi  the 
token  of  love.  Confusion  of  face  is  the  lot  of  the  subject,  when, 
to  his  astonishment,  the  prince  produces  the  lost  treasure. 
Blessed  be  G^d,  He  holds  the  waters  in  the  hollow  of  His  handi 
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the  very  place  where  He  holds  His  saints  and  the  mercy  kept  t 
for  them. 

"  Forgiving  iniquity^  and  transgression,  and  sinJ^  Is  there  any 
difference  here  T  Yes.  Look  at  Psa.  xxxii.  1, 2.  Transgression 
forgiven.  Sin  covered.  Iniquity  not  imputed.  Eve  trans- 
gressedj  being  deceived. '  Adam  sinned  with  nis  eyes  wide  open. 
Out  of  love  to  his  wife,  and  want  of  love  to  his  God,  he  sinned. 
Iniquity  I  What  is  itt  It  is  sin,  arising  from  the  enmity  of  the 
carnal  mind  and  the  deceitfulness  of  the  devil.  The  slime  of 
the  serpent  is  always  seen  in  it.  Yet,  whatever  be  the  kind  or 
degree  of  sin  a  child  of  God  may  fall  into,  the  Father  has  for- 
giveness for  it.  One  sins,  and  is  scarcely  sensible  of  it — ^there 
IS  forgiveness  for  him.  Another  sins,  with  aggravated  guilt — 
there  is  forgiveness  for  him.  Another  sins,  in  foul  succession, 
like  David,  and  appears  almost  beyond  the  reach  of  covenant 
love,  but  not  so.  (iod,  through  His  servant  Nathan,  draws  out 
the  confession, ''  I  have  sinned  a^inst  the  LORD,"  and  blesses 
him  with  the  gracious  communication,  "  The  LORD  hath  put 
away  thy  sin." 

"  That  will  by  no  means  clear  thegidUyJ^  God  is  holy ;  He 
cannot  pass  by  sin.  He  is  just;  He  cannot  regard  it  with 
impunity.  Sin  must  meet  with  its  desert,  either  in  the  person 
of  the  principal  or  the  Surety.  See  1  All  out  of  Chnst,  left 
without  remedy,  must  meet  and  bear  the  due  desert  of  their 
transgressions,  sins,  and  iniquities,  while  all  in  Christ  are  set 
free  through  the  agonies  and  sufferings  of  their  Surety  on 
Calvary's  hilL  Now  we  come  to  the  terrible  part  of  the  pro- 
clamation, and  may  God  graciously  speak  a  word  of  counsel  to 
fathers,  mothers,  husbands,  wives,  ana  children  now  present.    • 

^*  VisUing  the  iniquity  of  the  fathers  upon  the  children^  unto 
the  third  and  to  the  foui-th  generation."  The  Psalmist  prayed 
for  an  immunity  from  this—"  0  remember  not  against  us  the 
iniquities  of  them  that  were  before  us "  (Psa.  Ixxix.  8,  mar^). 
We  see  it  bursting  out  in  hereditary  diseases.  We  behold  it  in 
the  transmission  of  evil  dispositions  from  father  to  child.  Am 
I  a  father!  0  God,  cause  me  to  act  as  a  gracious  one  in  the 
presence  of  my  children.  Am  I  a  husband  t  0,  Thou  Husband 
of  Thy  Church,  teach  me  to  love  my  wife,  and  be  not  bitter 
against  her.  Art  thou  a  wife?  May  the  Lord  teach  thee  to 
be  obedient  t6  thy  husband  in  Him.  Whatever  be  our  relation- 
diip,  may  it  be  sweetened  by  the  mercy  which  He  keeps  for 
His  own,  and  graciously  communicates  to  them  by  the  power  of 
His  own  blessed  Spirit. 

May  He  add  His  blessing,  for  His  name's  sake.    Amen. 
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CHRIST'S     BONES. 
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Prbaohbd  dt  Obotb  Ohapii.,  Caxbxbwill,  ok  Suhdat  MOBKOie, 
Dboehbbb  8th,  1878,  bt 

THOMAS  BRADBURY. 


**  All  Mj  bones  shall  saj,  LOBD.  who  is  like  onto  Thee,  which  delirereih  the 
poor  from  hun  that  is  too  strong  for  aim,  yea,  the  poor  and  the  needy  from  him 
that  spoileth  him  7  **~  Psalm  ixxv,  10. 

CHRIST  is  the  sum  and  substance  of  the  book  of  Psalms  in 
wluch  these  precious  words  appear.  Without  Christ  in 
the  Psalms,  they  are  no  Psahns  for  us  who  have  been  brought 
into  the  enjoyment  of  His  love.  All  is  profitless  without  a  si^ht 
of  a  greater  than  David,  even  God's  well-beloved  Son,  His  Fir^ 
Elect,  in  whom  His  soul  delighteth  (Isaiah  zlii.  1).  The  natural 
mind  maj  see  David,  the  sweet  psalmist  of  Israel;  but  the 
spiritual  mind  loves  to  hear  the  voice  of  the  Psalmist  of  God's 
Israel,  without  whom  songs  of  rejoicing  will  not  be  heard  in  the 
tabernacles  of  the  righteous*  Look  at  the  18th  verse :  **  I  will 
give  Thee  thanks  in  the  g3*eat  congregation :  I  will  praise  Thee 
among  much  people."  This  is  referred  to,  along  with  Psalm, 
xxii.  22,  by  Paul  in  Heb.  ii.  12,  to  show  forth  the  excellencies  of 
Christ  as  the  Minister  of  the  sanctuary,  the  Conductor  of  the 
liturgies  of  His  people,  and  the  Leader  of  the  praises  of  His  elect 
and  worshipping  brethren;  Without  a  sight  of  the  Man  of 
sorrows  in  the  rsalms,  those  who  are  brought  to  experience  a 
multiplication  of  their  sorrows  can  find  no  comfort  or  consolation 
therein.  Without  an  apprehension  of  the  presence  of  the  Gkeat 
High  Priest  of  His  Church,  the  spiritual  worshippers  in  the 

?dritual  temple  find  no  introduction  to,  or  acceptance  with,  the 
ather.  Without  the  revelation  of  the  Brother  bom  for  adversity 
in  these  son^  of  pilgrimage,  the  tried  and  tempted  children  of 
God  find  neither  succour  nor  svmpathy  in  them.    But  it  is  the 
]ot  of  all  Uiose  who  are  blessea  with  ''  the  spirit  of  wisdom  and 
Na  Ice^PMOi  Oo  Pinnr.  ^  ^  .... ., )OglC 
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reyelation  for  the  acknowledgment  of  Him,"  to  seek  for  Bim 
in  every  portion  of  the  Word,  and  to  find  Him  where  heady  pro- 
feceors  Know  Him  not.  These  see  the  Christ  of  God,  in  whom 
the  Father's  affections  are  fixed  with  nnceasing"  and  ineffable 
delight,  and  through  whom  JEHOVAH'S  exceeding  delight  is 
communicated  to  all  those  in  grace  union  with  Himself. 

It  ife  our  mercy  to  know  the  preciousness  of  that  terse  saying 
of  our  dear  friend  and  brother  Gowring's,  **  /  know  of  no  Chri$t 
mart  from  the  Churchy  and  I  know  of  no  Church  apart  from  ChristJ* 
Christ  the  Head  (Col.  i.  18),  and  Christ  the  members  (1  Cor. 
xii.  12),  form  one  glorious  Church.  In  the  mind,  view,  and  will 
of  the  Father,  Chnst  and  His  Church  appear  as  one  glorious 
whole.  In  the  langua^  of  the  text  the  Head  speaks  for  all  the 
IBembeis,  and  if  the  voice  of  the  Beloved  be  not  heard  therein, 
all  is  mysterious  and  meaning^less.  After  interceding  for  His 
Sleety  and  that  of  the  whole  C£urch,  and  for  the  confusion  of  aD 
their  enemies,  He  looks  up,  and  declares,  "  And  My  soul  shall  be 
joyful  in  the  LORD  :  it  shall  rejoice  in  His  salvation."  A  salva- 
tion perfect  and  complete,  to  be  experimentally  realised  by  all 
His  people.  He  then  looks  from  Himself  to  them,  and  in  the 
language  of  assurance,  without  wavering  or  hesitancy,  sa^s, 
"  AB  My  bones  shall  say,  LORD,  who  is  like  unto  Thee,  which 
deliverest  the  poor  from  him  that  is  too  strong  for  Him,  yea,  the 
poor  and  the  needy  from  him  that  spoileth  him  ? "  We  will 
epnsider — 

I.— The  framework  op  Christ's  body—**  All  My  bones  shall 
say." 

n. — Their  glorious  ohallenge  and  comparison — «  LORD 
who  is  like  unto  Thee?  " 

ni. — ^The  reason  for  this  ohallenge—**  Which  deliverest 
the  poor  from  him  that  is  too  strong  for  him,  yea,  the  poor  and 
the  needy  from  him  that  spoileth  him." 

I. — The  framework  of  Christ's  body — "  AU  My  bones  shall 
say."  This  is  the  language  of  assurance,  the  declaration  of  the 
great  and  glorious  Head  concerning  His  body,  the  Church.  Who 
dre  the  bones  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  ?  They  are  the  members 
of  His  mystical  or  spiritual  body.  Can  thw  be  found  in  the 
dear,  unmistakable  language  of  Divine  inspiration  t  Yes,  they 
pan  be  found  and  delighted  in  by  the  spiritual  mind  as  led  and 
guided  by  God  the  ever-blessed  Spirit  into  the  right  under^ 
rtandine  of  God's  truth.  In  this  book  of  Psalms  we  have 
^ondeirol,  and  to  the  natural  man,  mysterious  language  declaring 
the  formation,  not  only  of  the  real  humanity  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  but  of  His  spiritual  body  in  the  womb  of  the  Divine 
j^urposes  of  grace.  Turn  with  me  to  Psalm  czxxiz.  18 — 16. 
After  a  description  of  the  omniscience  and  omnipresence  of 
JEHOVAH,  a  greater  than  David  says,  "For  Thou  hast 
IJdssefised  My  reiiM  " — ^that  is.  Thou  art  in  possession  of  all  My 
mdfighta'dl  love  to  My  peo5)le,  My  purposes  of  grace  to  Thy 
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dkoten.  My  affectionate  deeures  to  My  bride,  My  deteimimationr 
of  compaseion  to  My  brethren.     "  Thou  hast  covered  Me  in  My' 
mother  8  womb.    I  will  praise  Thee ;  for  I  am  fearfully  and 
wonderfully  made ;  marveUous  are  Thy  works ;  and  that  My 
soul  knoweth  right  well.    My  substance  (strength  or  bodyy  mar^ 
gin)  was  not  hid  from  Thee,  when  I  was  made  in  secre^  and 
curiously  wrought  in  the  lowest  parts  of  the  earth."    Lmk  at 
these  words  in  reference  to  the  human  body  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.     I  have  endeavoured  many  times  to  show  you  how  these 
words  have  their  explanation  in  the  chaste  language  of  the  Te 
Deum  of  England's  Church,  '*  When  Thou  tookest  upon  Thee 
to  deKver  man,  Thou  didst  not  abhor  the  virgin's  womb."  There, 
in  the  lowest  parts  of  the  earth,  the  sinless,  epotless,  immaculate, 
and  impeccable  body  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Chnst  was  formed.  But 
notice  those  words,  "  curiomly  wrought.^*    In  the  mind,  view,  and 
vision  of  JEHOVAH  the  whole  of  the  mystical  body  of  Christ 
was  seen  and  brought  from  the  lowest  parts  of  the  earth,  ay, 
from  the  very  dregs  of  society.     It  is  not  mine  now  to  dwell 
vpon  this,  though  I  might  direct  your  attention  to  the  thief 
tipon  the  cross,  to  that  walking  heU,  Mary  Magdalene,  to  the 
murderer  Manasseh,  and  to  the  harlot  Bahab  on  the  walls  of 
Jericho.    In  such  low  spots  of  the  earth  as  these,  the  various 
members  of  the  one  body  are  found,  and  brought  to  fill  their 
place  in  tlf e  glorious  framework  of  the  Father's  grace.    We  will 
DTOceed :  '*  Thine  eyes  did  see  My  substance,  yet  being  unper*- 
tect."    Mark  well  that  word,  "  tmverfect,^^  not  imperfect.    No 
imperfection  in  JEHOVAH'S  work.  '  We  who  worship  within 
these  walls  can  see  imperfection  in  every  purpose  and  act  of  the 
God  of  the  Arminian,  but  it  is  our  blessed  privile^  to  reverence 
and  adore  Him  of  whom  Moses  could  sing,  *'  He  is  the  Book,  His 
work  is  perfect "  (Deut.  xxxii.  4).     "  Yet  beinff  unperfect."    In 
every  movement  of  God  in  the  building  up  of  the  body  of  Chrisi; 
perfection  is  seen,  but  not  that  complete  perfection,  the  glorious 
perfection  of  the  whole  as  it  shall  appear  before  JEHOVAH  at 
tftrt.     **  And  in  Thy  book  all  My  members  were  written,  whicl 
in  continuance  were  fashioned,  when  as  yet  there  was  none  of 
them.'*     Just  look  at  the  marginal  reading  to  this  verse,  '^  what 
days  they  should  be  fusUoned.^^    The  fashioning  and  forming  of 
every  member  of  the  mystical  or  spiritual  body  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  occurs  in  the  exact  time  stated  in  the  Father's 
perfect  plan  and  unerring  purpose.     He  knew  the  days  we 
diould  be  quickened  from  a  aeatb  in  trespasses  and  sins,  and  be 
brought  as  suppliants  to  His  feet  to  experience  the  mercy  flowing 
throu^  the  wounds  and  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  His  Son.    '*  What 
days  they  should  he  fashionedj  when  as  yet  there  was  none  of 
tbem.'*     This  cannot  allude  to  David's  natural  body,  which 
was  formed  in  one  day;  but  to  the  various  members  of  the 
bodv,  the  Church,  formed  according  to  the  days  set  down 
ift  the  eternal  timetable,  even   '^the  purpose  of   Him  who 
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wodceth  all  things  after  the  oounsel  of  His  own  wiH "  (Eph. 
ill). 

But  now  the  question  arises,  Can  we  find  any  portion  of  the 
New  Testament  which  bears  out  this  view  of  the  text !  Certainly  I 
The  chapter  which  I  read  for  our  instruction  and  edification  (1 
Cor.  xii.)  shows  forth  the  union  of  the  Head  and  the  members  as 
one  body.  Look  at  the  12th  verse :  "  For  as  the  body  is  one, 
and  hath  many  members,  and  all  the  members  of  that  one  body, 
being  many,  are  one  bodv :  so  also  is  Christ."  See  I  This  is 
not  Christ  personal,  but  Christ  mystical.  It  is  not  Christ  in  His 
isolation,  working  out  the  salvation  of  His  people ;  but  Christ  in 
identification  wim  His  people  causing  them  to  enjoy  the  blessings 
of  His  salvation.  Christ  in  union  with  His  own  in  every  act  of 
His  life,  in  every  look  of  His  eyes,  in  every  word  of  His  lips,  in 
every  thought  of  His  heart.  No  separation,  no  schism  can  be 
found  in  the  perfect  body  of  Christ.  Now  read  from  the  18th  to 
the  27th  verses  inclusive :  "  But  now  hath  God  set  the  members 
every  one  of  them  in  the  body,  as  it  hath  pleased  Him.  And  if 
they  were  all  one  member,  where  were  tne  bodvf  But  now 
are  they  many  members,  yet  but  one  body.  And  the  eye  cannot 
say  unto  the  hand,  I  have  no  need  of  thee :  nor  a^ain  the  head 
to  the  feet,  I  have  no  need  of  you.  Nay,  much  more  those 
members  of  the  body,  which  seem  to  be  more  feeble  are 
necessary.  And  these  members  of  the  body,  which  we  think 
to  be  less  honourable,  upon  these  we  bestow  more  abundant 
honour ;  and  our  uncomely  parts  have  more  abundant  comeli*- 
ness.  For  our  comely  parts  have  no  need;  but  Qod  hath 
tempered  the  body  toeether,  having  given  more  abundant 
honour  to  that  part  which  lacked;  that  there  should  be  no 
■ohism  in  the  boay :  but  that  the  members  should  have  the  same 
oare  one  for  another.  And  whether  one  member  suffer,  aD  the 
members  suffer  with  it ;  or  one  member  be  honoured,  nil  the 
members  rejoice  with  it.  Now  ye  are  the  body  of  Christ,  and 
members  in  particular."  Now  turn  to  Rom.  xii.  4,  6,  where  the 
apostle  is  enjoining  mutual  subjection  among  the  members  of 
the  Church  of  Christ.  *^  For  as  we  have  mAnj  members  in  one 
body,  and  all  members  have  not  the  same  ofnce :  so  we,  being 
many,  are  one  body  in  Christ,  and  every  one  members  one  of 
another."  Now  Iook  at  Eph.  v.  30,  where  you  find  this  remark- 
able expression,  **  For  we  are  members  of  His  body,  of  His  flesh, 
and  of  His  bones."  Language  cannot  be  plainer.  The  elect, 
redeemed,  and  regenerate  people  of  Qod  are  thus  set  before  us 
as  the  members  or  bones  in  the  body  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Now  take  a  glance  at  the  persons  who  are  spoken  of  as  the 
bones  of  Christ,  as  they  stand  before  God  in  their  relationship  to 
Adam  the  first.  Mark  well  the  influences  affecting  them,  the 
motives  actuating  them,  and  the  perverse  will  which  carries 
them  away  from  the  word,  will,  purpose,  and  pleasure  of 
JEHOVAH.     Naturally   there    are    murmurers,    complainere, 
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repinere  —  ever  finding  fault  with  the  position  and  place, 
assi^ed  to  them  in  the  predestinating  purpose  of  God.  Accord- 
ing to  the  carnal  mind,  God  always  puts  every  child  of  His  in 
the  wrong  place.  If  you  will  only  consult  your  natural  feelinn 
for  a  moment  or  two,  you  will  find  it  is  so.  I  tell  you  honestly 
and  candidly,  I  cannot  find  within  the  whole  ran^  of  my 
acquaintance  a  single  star  held  in  the  hand  of  the  King^Priest, 
which,  according  to  its  own  judgment,  is  shining  in  the  right 
place.  There  is  some  fleshly  reason  whv  it  should  seek  for 
some  other  sphere  of  labour,  more  useful  or  more  extended. 
But,  my  dear  friends,  look  here  I  ^^  It  hath  pleased  Him  '*  to 
place  the  feet  nearest  to  tlie  ground,  coming  most  in  contact 
with  the  dirt,  and  filth,  and  mud,  and  mire  of  the  wilderness. 
*^  It  hath  pleased  Him ''  to  place  the  hand  in  the  position  it 
occupies.  The  hand  to  work.  The  feet  to  walk.  Tne  eye  to 
discern.  The  head  to  know.  The  weary  feet  may  find  fault 
with  the  quiet  member  it  carries  hither  and  thither,  while  the 

?uiet  or  passive  member  may  experience  far  more  weariness, 
ou  may  rest  assured  that  the  person  who  obtains  his  food  by 
the  sweat  of  his  brow  mentally,  would  ofttimes  gladly  exchange 

}>laces  with  manv  of  the  workers  and  walkers,  but  he  cannot, 
or  he  fills  just  that  spot  assigned  to  him  in  the  never-failing 
purpose  of  God.  The  Head — that  is,  the  great  and  glorious 
Head  representing  the  whole  body  up  yonder — cannot  say  to  a 
single  member,  however  weak,  uncomely,  or  contemptible  that 
member  may  appear,  "  I  have  no  need  of  thee."  We  see  from 
these  various  portions  of  God's  most  Holy  Word  that  the  elect  of 
God,  the  redeemed  of  God,  the  regenerate  children  of  God,  are 
so  many  members  in  that  one  body  which  derives  all  its  nourish- 
ment, strength,  wisdom,  influence,  and  motion  from  Christ  its 
Head. 

Now  turn  to  Eph.  i.  22,  23  :  "  And  hath  put  all  things  under 
His  feet,  and  gave  Him  to  be  the  Head  over  all  things  to  the 
Church,  which  is  His  body,  the  fulness  of  Him  that  filleth  all  in 
all."  The  body  of  Christ  is  the  fulness  of  JEHOVAH.  Now 
look  at  chap.  ii.  21,  where  the  Church  is  represented  as  a 
building,  "  In  whom  (that  is,  Christ)  all  the  building  fitly  framed 
together  groweth  unto  an  holy  temple  in  the  Lord."  there  we 
see  the  framing  and  the  building  together  of  the  body  of  (yhrist 
for  a  habitation  of  God  through  the  Spirit.  The  members,  or 
bones  of  the  one  body,  must  be  brought  together  in  God's  own 
good  time.  What  are  the  means  God  has  ordained  to  this  end  ? 
See  Eph.  iv.  4 — 16 :  "  There  is  one  body."  Notice  the  Framerg 
of  the  body :  One  Spirit,  one  Lord,  one  Father.  Then  notice 
'the  supports  of  the  body :  One  hope,  one  faith,  one  baptism. 
Now  read  the  7th  verse :  "  But  unto  every  one  of  us."  Who  are 
yout  The  members  of  this  one  body.  "Unto  everyone  of 
OS  is  given  grace  according  to  the  measure  of  the  gift  of  Christ. 
Wherefiore  He  saitb,  When  He  ascended  up  on  nigh.  He  led 
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captivity  captive,  and  gave  ^fts  unto  men.  (Now  that  He 
ascended,  what  is  it  but  that  He  also  descended  first  into  the 
lowest  parts  of  the  earth?  He  that  descended  is  the  same  also 
that  ascended  up  far  above  all  heavens,  that  He  might  fill  all 
things.)  And  he  gave  some,  apostles ;  and  some,  prophets ; 
and  some,  evangelists;  and  some,  pastors  and  teachers;  for 
the  perfecting  of  the  saints."  What  is  that?  It  means /or 
the  knitting  together  of  the  saints,  the  knitting  together  of  the 
members,  the  bones,  or  the  framework  of  the  body.  "  For  the 
work  of  the  ministry,  for  the  building  up  of  the  body  of  Christ ; 
till  we  all  come  in  the  unity  of  the  faitn,  and  of  the  knowledge 
of  the  Son  of  God,  unto  a  perfect  man,  unto  the  measure  of 
the  stature  of  the  fulness  of  Christ."  You  see  the  apostle  does 
not  lay  down  any  rule,  regulation,  law,  or  experience  to  which 
the  cmldren  of  God  must  ascend  or  descend.  He  shows  that 
God's  perfection  is  His  own  Christ,  and  to  that  perfection  He 
will  bring  all  His  children.  Our  peace  and  satisfaction  will 
never  rest  upon  the  measure  of  our  feelings,  faith,  repentance, 
or  experience,  though  we  would  not  part  with  any  of  these  ; 
but  upon  God's  Christ  revealed  in  our  hearts  by  the  indwelling 
of  the  Holy  Ghost.  We  pass  on  to  the  15th  verse :  "  But 
speaking  the  truth  in  love,  liiay  grow  up  into  Him  in  all  things, 
which  is  the  Head,  even  Christ :  from  whom  the  whole  body 
fitly  joined  together  and  compacted  by  that  which  every  joint 
supplieth,  according  to  the  eficctual  working  in  the  mectsure  of 
every  part,  maketh  increase  of  the  body  unto  the  edifying  of 
itself  in  love."  Here  we  see  who  are  the  bones  of  Christ*  Tney 
are  the  elect  of  God,  redeemed  by  Christ  and  regenerated  by 
the  Holy  Ghost.  They  are  the  children  who  are  partakers  of 
flesh  and  blood,  of  which  Christ  took  part.  They  are  the 
spiritual  brethren  of  Christ,  the  many  sons  of  God  whom  He 
is  bringing  to  glory.    These  are  the  bones  of  Christ. 

"  How  preciouB  that  tmth  to  my  soul, 
That  Christ  and  His  people  are  One ; 
He,  the  life-giving  Head  to  the  whole, 
They,  members,  e*en  bone  of  His  bone." 

There  may  be  some  ready  to  say.  Such  truths  are  higher 
than  I  have  ever  reached.  Well,  we  will  try  to  meet  your 
case  Scripturally  and  experimentally.  The  bones  of  Christ  are 
represented  in  different  phases  of  spiritual  experience  in  various 
portions  of  God's  Word.  Turn  to  Psalm  vi.  2  :  "  Have  mercy 
upon  me,  0  LORD ;  for  I  am  weak :  0  LORD,  heal  Me ;  for 
My  bones  are  vexed.**  Of  whom  does  David  speak  ?  of  himself, 
or  of  some  other  man  T  It  is  of  another  Man  he  speaks,  even 
of  the  Man  Christ  Jesus.  He  is  speaking  here  of  the  varied 
members  of  the  one  body,  of  which  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  the 
living  and  glorified  Head.  The  bones  of  Christ,  the  elect  of 
G^  the  redeemed  members  of  Christ,  vexed?    Yes,    Vexed 
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day  by  day,  and  moment  by  moment,  by  the  buflTettinga  of 
Satan,  the  aurgin^  of  iniquity,  corruption,  and  depravity  which 
dwell  within.  Vexed  with  the  accursed  and  blaephemouB 
insinnationa  and  injections  of  Satan,  and  still  more  with  the 
pride,  conceit,  and  lust  which  ofttimes  have  the  ascendancy  in 
the  experience  of  the  child  of  God,  bringing  him  into  a  state 
of  utt-er  self-despair.  We  who  are  alive  unto  God,  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  know  full  well  that  this  is  all  true* 
Look  uow  at  Psalm  xxii.  14.  This  Psalm  is  full  of  the  redeemins^ 
work,  and  suretyship  suflTerings  of  our  Lord.  ^*I  am  poured 
out  like  water,  and  all  My  bones  are  orxt  of  joint ;  "  or,  as  you 
read  in  the  margin,  sundered.  You  know  that  feelingly  this  is 
often  the  case.  Where  is  the  communion  of  saints  t  Where  is 
the  fellowship  of  the  brethren  ?  Where  is  the  unity  of  the 
Spirit?  Where  is  the  bond  of  peace t  Where  is  tnere  the 
esteeming  of  each  other  better  than  one's  self!  Where  is 
there  the  meeting  for  mingling  of  gracious  souls  before  the 
throne  of  grace  t  The  Master  suffered  the  pangs  of  isolation, 
and  here  He  speaks  for  Himself,  in  the  midst  of  His  suretyship 
sufferings,  and  also  for  His  members  in  experimental  union  witn 
Him.  Now  come  with  me  to  Psalm  xxxi.  10 :  "  For  My  life  is 
spent  with  grief,  and  My  years  with  sighing:  My  strength 
faileth  because  of  Mine  iniquity,  and  My  bones  are  consumed** 
Can  that  be  the  language  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  t  Had  He 
iniquity  t  Yes,  but  not  iniquity  committed  by  Him.  It  was 
iniquity  imputed  to,  and  borne  by.  Him,  according  to  Isaiah  liii. 
6:  "  The  LORD  hath  laid  on  Him  the  iniquity  of  us  all,"  the 
power  and  curse  of  which  He  experienced  as  the  Sin-bearer  of 
His  people  while  here  upon  earth.  But  look  at  that  terrible 
state  known  only  by  those  in  grace  union  with  Himself,  "  My 
hones  are  consumed**  Frequently  we  find  ourselves  consumed 
with  the  fires  of  Eeshly  determination  and  desire.  James  knew 
something  of  this,  when,  writing  to  the  scattered  tribes,  he  said, 
"  Ye  ask,  and  receive  not,  because  ye  ask  amiss,  that  ye  may 
consume  upon  your  lusts  "  (James  iv.  3).  This  he  wrote,  not 
to  the  reprobate  or  unregenerate,  but  to  the  tried  and  tempted 
children  of  God.  Every  living  soul,  sensible  of  his  own  cor- 
ruptions, must  acknowledge  the  truth  of  this.  Come  with  me  to 
Psalm  xxxii.  3 :  ^'  When  I  kept  silence,  My  bones  waxed  old 
through  My  roaring  all  the  day  long."  About  the  most  difficult 
thing  for  a  child  of  God  to  do  is  to  keep  silence  in  the  face  of 
provocation,  under  oppression,  and  while  enduring  temptation. 
He  longs  to  meet  with  some  one  to  whom  he  can  communicate 
his  grief,  with  whom  he  can  hold  a  little  fellowship,  and  from 
whom  he  can  draw  a  little  sympathy.  So  weak  and  foolish  is 
he,  that  he  will  seek  the  company  of  those,  who,  as  foolish  as 
himself,  will  encourage  him  in  his  outpourings  of  self-pity.  This 
is  the  most  unenviable  state  that  a  poor  chUd  of  God  can  be 
brooght  into*     But  n^ark  I  '*  Himself  took  our  jpfirmitief,  ^nd_ 
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bare  our  sicknesses  "  (Matt.  viii.  17).  These  all  borne  by  the 
great  and  glorious  Head  for  the  present  and  everlasting  good 
of  all  His  members.  But  see  I  **  My  bones  waxed  old  through 
My  roaring."  Strange  1  Silent,  yet  roaring.  You  may  depend 
upon  it,  that  much  roaring  ascends  to  the  ears  of  God  when 
there  is  no  articulation.  Read  Psalm  xxxviii.  3,  4  :  "  There  is 
no  soundness  in  My  flesh  because  of  Thine  anger ;  neither  is  there 
any  rest  in  My  bone.^  because  of  My  sin.  For  Mine  iniquities  are 
gone  over  My  head:  as  a  heavy  burden  they  are  too  heavy 
for  Me."  Now  come  to  that  redemption  Psalm,  cii.  3 :  "  For 
My  days  are  consumed  like  smoke,  and  Mrj  bones  are  burned  as 
an  hearth^^  All  this  is  experienced  by  the  children  of  the  living 
God  when  they  are  left  to  themselves  awhile,  and  know  of  no 
communication  from  Him  or  with  Him — ^left  without  any  mani- 
festation of  His  mercy,  without  any  revelation  of  His  love, 
without  any  outpouring  or  inpouring  of  His  grace.  It  is  ours 
now  to  pass  away  from  this  painful  part  of  the  subject.  It  is 
painful  even  as  we  know  it  in  the  light  of  Eph.  iv.  12 :  "  The 
perfecting — or  knitting  together — of  the  saints."  You  may  rest 
assured  there  can  be  no  knitting  together  of  disjointed  members 
without  pain  on  the  part  of  those  who  experience  the  same. 
But  let  us  now  consider — 

II.— Their  glorious  challenge  and  comparison— "  LORD, 
who  is  like  unto  Thee?  "  "All  My  bones,'*  all  those  who  have  been 
out  of  joint,  all  those  who  have  been  consumed,  all  those  who  have 
been  vexed,  all  those  who  have  been  burned  as  a  hearth,  all 
those  who  are  knit  together,  shall  say,  "LORD,  who  is  like 
unto  Thee?"  Seel  All  these  bones  acknowledge  a  covenant 
God  in  Christ.  As  we  look  at  this  in  the  light  of  covenant 
relationship,  all  the  bones  of  Christ  shall  own  Him,  JEHOVAH. 
What  does  this  teach  you  and  me  t  It  teaches  us,  and  I  wish 
to  speak  calmly  and  deliberately,  that  the  Socinian  who  styles 
himself  a  Christian,  or  the  Unitarian  who  will  take  to  himself 
the  name  of  Christian,  has  a  lie  on  his  lips  in  the  sight  of  God. 
Yes,  God  sees  the  word  LIAR  stamped  upon  his  forehead. 
Look  1  "  All  My  bones  shall  say  JEHOVAH.^'  Every  member 
of  the  mystical  body  of  Christ  shall  own  that  He  is  JEHOVAH. 
Without  the  Godhead  of  Christ,  where  is  there  a  particle  of 
hope  for  any  member  of  His  body?  Without  the  Lordship  of 
Christ,  where  is  the  security  of  His  subjects?  Without  the 
Divinity  of  Jesus,  where  is  the  redemption  of  His  people? 
Without  the  Deity  of  Emmanuel,  where  is  the  hope,  comfort, 
or  consolation  of  Israel?  Take  awav  the  name  and  nature  of 
JEHOVAH  from  our  Lord  Jesus  Chnst,  and  you  take  away  the 
keystone  from  the  arch  of  Divine  revelation,  you  sap  and  mine 
the  very  foundation  of  the  Christian  faith,  and  you  leave  the 
children  of  God  nothing  but  shifting  sand  to  stand  upon.  "  All 
My  bones  shall  say  JEHOVAH."  All  of  them?  Yes.  If  yon 
will  search  God's  Book  from  Abraham's  days  to  John,  you  will 
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find  all  the  bones  agreed  upon  this  matter.  Abraham  saw  Him 
as  the  great  I  AM.  Listen  to  Jesus'  words!  "Abraham 
reioiced  to  see  My  day:  and  he  saw,  and  was  glad.  Before 
Abraham  was,  I  AM"  (John  vui.  56 — 58).  Oh,  say  some, 
Abraham  saw  Christ  in  the  future ;  but  I  say,  Abranam,  by 
gracious  and  spiritual  revelation,  saw  JEHOVAH-JESUS  with 
him  to  dehver  him  out  of  all  his  temptations,  and  to  bless  him 
with  the  rich  realisation  of  His  covenant  love.  Look  through 
the  book  of  Psalms,  and  there  you  see  Him  at  every  step  as 
JAH,  JEHOVAH,  LORD.  Come  to  the  prophecies  of  Isaiah. 
In  the  6th  chapter,  the  glory  of  the  LORD  JESUS  was 
revealed  to  Isaiah  (see  John  xii.  39 — 41).  In  Isaiah  1.  4  we 
hear  JEHOVAH  speaking  to  His  Church:  "The  Lord  GOD 
(JEHOVAH  the  Father)  hath  ^ven  Me  (JEHOVAH  the  Son) 
the  tongue  of  the  learned  (or  of  the  taught  One),  that  I  should 
know  how  to  speak  a  word  in  season  to  him  that  is  weary :  He 
wakeneth  morning  by  morning.  He  wakeneth  Mine  ear  to  hear 
as  the  learned."  Look  at  chapter  xlviii.  16.  One  who  styles 
Himself  the  First  and  the  Last,  and  who  asserted  that  His  hand 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  earth,  and  that  His  right  hand 
spanned  the  heavens,  says:  ''The  Lord  GOD,  and  His  Spirit, 
hath  sent  Me."  Here  is  one  person  who  is  JEHOVAH  speaKing 
of  another  person  who  is  equally  JEHOVAH.  This  is  JEHO- 
VAH-CHRIST speaking  of  His  Father  JEHOVAH-GOD. 

Come  now  with  me  to  the  New  Testament  (1  Cor.  xii.  3^ : 
*'No  man  can  say  that  Jesus  is  the  Lord,  but  by  the  Holy 
Ghost."  Ton  see  this  in  the  case  of  that  poor,  bruised,  broken 
bone,  Thomas,  who  doubted  the  appearance  in  resurrection-life 
of  hiR  blessed  Lord  and  Master.  Jesus  said  to  him :  ^*  Thomas, 
reach  hither  thy  finger,  and  behold  My  hands;  and  reach 
hither  thy  hand,  and  thrust  it  into  My  side :  and  be  not  faithless, 
but  beUeving."  Thomas  looked  up  and  said,  ^'My  Lord  and 
my  God."  The  thief  on  the  cross,  Uke  a  bone  broken  and 
braised,  cried  out:  "Lord,  remember  me  when  Thou  comest 
into  Thy  kingdom."  Now  we  come  to  contemplate  the  long 
deep  swell  of  adoration  and  praise — 

••  Who  is  like  unto  Thee  ?"  Listen  to  the  glorious  chorus  of  the 
bones  of  Christ :  ^'For  who  in  the  heavens  can  be  compared  unto 
the  LORD!  who  among  the  sons  of  the  mighty  can  be  likened 
unto  the  LORD?"  (Psa.  Ixxxix.  6).  In  this  glorious  new  cove- 
nant Psalm  yon  will  see  the  reason  why  the  Church  of  the  Uving 
God,  the  saints  of  the  Most  High,  challenge  the  wide  universe 
to  produce  an  equal  to  JEHOVAH-JESUS.  After  a  description 
of  His  mercv  and  faithfulness,  they  cry  out:  "  0  LORD  God  of 
hosts  I '^  All  the  hosts  of  heaven,  all  the  hosts  of  earth,  all  the 
hosts  of  hell.  Hosts  in  military  array.  Hosts  of  human  beings. 
Hosts  of  beasts,  birds,  and  crawling  insects.  He  speaks  the 
word,  and  multitudes  of  frogs,  flies,  and  lice  appear  to  torment 
•nd  trouble  the  enemies  of  His  people.    But  nere  w^  see  the 
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hosts  of  His  redeemed  with  all  the  hosts  of  oircnmstances  and 
influeooes  surrounding  them,  whether  painful  or  pleasant,  all 
working  together  for  their  good.  With  a  feeling  interest  in 
these  covenant  verities,  the  child  of  God  may  well  cry  out, 
«  Who  is  a  strong  LORD  Uke  unto  Thee?"  Now  turn  to  Psa. 
Ixxi.  1 9.  Here  the  adoring  members  cry  out  to  the  Head :  *^  Thy 
righteousness,  also,  0  God,  is  very  hi^h,  who  hast  done  ereat 
thmgs;  0  Gody  who  is  like  unto  TheeV  Look  at  any  attiibute 
of  JEHOVAH,  whether  it  be  His  wisdom.  His  power,  His 
mercy,  or  His  love ;  it  matters  not  which,  in  the  contemplation 
of  each  and  of  all,  the  adoring  cry  of  the  intelligent  child,  the 
living  bone  of  the  one  body,  le :  "  0  LORD,  who  is  Uke  unto 
Thee  ?'*  It  would  be  a  profitable  employment  to  search  through 
God's  blessed  Word  for  the  varied  experiences  of  God's  chil- 
dren when  this  gracious  challenge  ^  arose  from  their  adoring 
hearts.  Hannah,  when  deUvered  from  her  trouble,  in  the  conr 
templation  of  the  hoUness  of  her  God,  cried  out :  "  There  is 
none  holy  as  the  LORD:  for  there  is  none  beside  Thee;  neither 
is  there  any  rock  like  our  God  "  (1  Sam.  ii.  2^.  Moses,  with  the 
glories  of  heaven  in  proq)ect,  cries :  **  There  is  none  like  the  God 
of  Jeshurun,  who  rideth  upon  the  heaven  in  thy  help,  and  in  His 
excellency  in  the  sky.  The  eternal  God  is  thy  Itefage,  and 
underneath  are  the  everlasting  arms:  and  He  shall  thrust  out  the 
enemy  from  before  Thee ;  and  shall  say.  Destroy  them  "  (Deut. 
xxxiii.  26,  27). 

Then  when  we  come  to  contemplate  Emmanuel,  God  with 
us,  upon  redemption  ground,  when  we  see  the  accomplishment 
of  the  redemption  of  the  whole  election  of  grace,  and  not  one 
vessel  of  mercv  lacking ;  when  we  see  the  communication  of 
every  spiritual  blessing,  and  not  one  good  thing  failing ;  when  we 
experience  the  fulfilment  of  covenant  decrees  in  the  communica- 
tion of  spiritual  words,  spiritual  desires,  and  spiritual  longings 
which  He  has  promised  to  fulfil,  then  our  adoring  hearts  cry  out, 
**  Who  is  like  unto  Thee  ?  "  After  He  has  brought  us  to  His  sacred 
feet,  and  to  experience  sweet  rest  in  the  bosom  of  everlasting 
love ;  when  He  has  sprinkled  our  wounded  consciences  wth  His 
balmy  blood ;  when  He  has  taken  us  to  His  loved  embrace  and 
plighted  to  us  His  covenant  troth;  when,  after  we  have 
wandered  from  Him  in  thought,  pui-pose,  imagination,  and 
desire.  He  sought  us  and  brought  us  into  His  chamber  of  love, 
there  to  comfort  us  with  the  love  of  His  heart  and  to  delieht  our 
eyes  with  the  beauties  of  His  person,  then  we  may  well  look  up 
and  say,  «*  Who  is  Hke  unto  Thee  t "  We  may  deny  Him  Uke 
Peter,  follow  afar  off,  and  act  in  accordance  with  the  ravings  of 
poor  Peter's  mind  and  tongue ;  but  when  He  comes  and  says  so 
kindly,  ^*  Lovest  thou  Me  !  "  adoring  humility  cries  out,  "  Lord, 
Thou  knowest  all  things.  Thou  knowest  that  1  love  Thee.  Who 
is  like  unto  Thee  ?  "  Again,  we  are  brought  into  spots  of  per- 
plexity and  anxiety,  where  we  wish  to  express  our  wants  to  Him, 
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bat  we  know  not  how.  Satan  taunts  ns  with  the  insinnatioii 
diat  if  we  do  not  aak,  we  shall  not  have.  Bat  when  we  cannot 
pray  ae  we  ought,  here  is  the  marvellous  mercy,  He  comes  to  the 
T6T7  spot  of  our  necessity  and  gives  us  to  feel  the  power  and 
preoiotMneas  of  those  words  which  we  have  sung  again  and 
again,— 

*'  Oar  righteongnees — ^what  He  hath  done, 
Our  prayer — Bia  prayer  for  us  to  Thee." 

As  'we  experience  the  fact  that  He  is  the  Intercessor  for  us,  poor 
tranACTessors,  the  Advocate  for  us,  the  Father's  sinful  chilm'en, 
the  Great  High  Priest  for  us,  weak,  unworthy  worshippers,  our 
grateful  hearts  bound  with  thankful  praise,  and  we  exclaim, 
**  Whom  have  1  in  heaven  but  Thee  ?  and  there  is  none  upon 
earth  that  I  desire  beside  Thee"  (Psahn  Ixxiii.  25).  "  Who  is 
like  unto  Thee  ?  "     We  now  look  at, — 

nL — The  reason  for  this  ohallbngb — **  Which  deliverest 
the  poor  from  him  that  is  too  strong  for  him,  yea,  the  poor  and 
the  needy  from  him  that  spoileth  him."  Who  are  these 
characters  ?  All  the  members  of  our  Lord's  body  while  in  their 
wilderness  state  are  spiritually  poor  and  needy.  They  are  poor 
when  they  cannot  produce  the  faith  demanded  from  them,  the 
love  which  is  required,  the  hope  expected,  nor  the  prayers  sought 
for.  We  hear  much  of  meetings  for  united  prayer,  but  let  me 
tell  you  that  I  have  no  faith  in  such  meetings,  for  you  will  find 
nothing  of  the  unity  of  the  Spirit,  or  of  the  bond  of  peace  in 
them.  Poor  and  needy  ones  who  would,  but  cannot,  pray,  find 
no  rest  there.  Yet  these  who  are  bereft  of  their  wisdom,  stript 
of  their  righteousness  and  shorn  of  their  strength,  find  in  their 

Slorious  Head,  JEHOVAH-JESUS,  a  gracious  Deliverer.  How 
oes  He  deliver!  I  will  teU  you  how  He  has  ofttimes  delivered 
me.  When  I  wanted  to  pray,  but  could  not.  He  came  in  the 
sweet  whispers  of  His  Spirit  and  said  to  me,  as  He  said  to  Peter, 
"I  have  prayed  for  tnee"  (Luke  xxii.  32).  When  I  have 
moamed  over  my  unbelieving  state.  He  has  said,  *'I  have 
believed  for  thee  "  (Heb.  ii.  13).  When  I  have  been  at  my 
wits'  end  and  ready  to  perish  without  hope.  He  came  and  saia« 
I  am  thy  hope  (1  xim.  i.  1).  For  all  mj  spiritual  wants  and 
necemties  a  copious  supply  is  revealed  m  and  by  my  living 
Head.  That  is  a  gracious  deliverance  indeed.  But  our  text 
speaks  of  a  deliverance  of  the  poor  from  him  that  is  too  strong 
for  him.  Have  you  ever  had  anything  to  do  with  one  stronger 
than  yoiirself  in  spiritual  mattere  t  In  deed  and  in  truth  you 
have.  You  had  to  do  with  a  just  and  holy  God  revealed  to  you 
tn  the  demands  and  requirements  of  His  holy  law,  and  He  won't 
be  put  off.  His  demands  bring  to  light  your  helplessness,  His 
requirements  prove  to  you  your  weakness.  The  curse  of  His 
law  startles  you  with  the  unwelcome  intelligence  that  the  greater 
your  inabili^,  the  greater  your  responsibmty.  No  Arminian  or 
free-wilier  can  understand  this.    The  law  says»  '^Cmrsedjs^eyerj 
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one  that  contmneth  not  in  all  things  which  are  written  in  ihe 
book  of  the  law  to  do  them  "  (GaL  iiL  10) ;  but  the  poor  in 
iq^irit,  as  taught  by  the  Holy  Ghost  can  say,  '^Christ  hath 
redeemed  us  from  the  curse  of  the  law,  being  made  a  curse  for 
us :  as  it  is  written,  Cursed  is  every  one  that  hangeth  on  a  tree  " 
(Gal.  iii.  13).  The  demand  of  the  law  for  perfect  obedience  is 
met  in  the  perfect  obedience  of  Zion's  Dehverer,  and  as  this  is 
seen,  and  known,  and  felt  by  the  child  of  God,  he  cannot  refrain 
from  giving  utterance  to  the  exclamation,  ''  Who  is  Uke  unto 
Thee?" 

Sin  is  too  strong  for  the  poor  and  the  needy.  It  is  personi- 
fied in  God's  Word.  "  Sin  hath  reigned  unto  death  "  (Kom.  v. 
21).  You  who  have  known  sin  according  to  the  painful  experi- 
ence portrayed  in  Rom.  vii.  13 — "  Sin  became  exceeding  sinful" 
— ^tell  me,  Are  you  amatch  for  it?  Can  you  put  it  away  from  you  ? 
You  cannot.  And  you  know  that  were  it  not  for  the  power  of 
JEHOVAH'S  grace,  your  Hves  would  be  one  continuous  course  of 
sin  against  Him.  But  the  Deliverer  appears.  It  is  He  who  put 
away  all  your  sin  by  the  sacrifice  of  Himself,  and  now  by  the 
application  of  His  precious  atoning  blood  to  your  heart  gives  you 
to  Know  and  feel  that  every  question  of  sin  between  you  and 
your  God  is  everlastingly  settled.  This,  indeed,  is  a  glorious 
deliverance,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  it  we  can  sing,  "  Lord,  who 
is  like  unto  Thee  ?  " 

Self  is  too  strong  for  the  poor  in  spirit.  Self  is  sure  to  assert 
itself,  and  who  can  bear  up  against  its  accursed  movements  t 
Well  might  the  apostle  cry  out  in  the  bitterness  of  His  soul,  *^  0 
wretchea  man  that  I  am  1  who  shall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of 
this  death  ?  "  (Rom.  vii.  24).  Who?  Christ  the  Deliverer  as  He 
makes  Himself  the  All  in  all  of  His  poor  child.  The  WORLD  is 
too  strong  for  the  poor  and  needy.  Can  you  grapple  with  its 
accursed  influences,  its  pride  and  rebellion  agamst  Israel's 
covenant  God  ?  I  cannot.  Death  is  too  strong  for  me,  and 
enters  into  every  earthly  relationship  and  association.  It  is 
stamped  upon  eveiything  here  below.  But  the  Deliverer 
appears  in  the  glorious  declaration,  ''  He  hath  abolished  death 
and  brought  life  and  immortality  to  light  through  the  Gospel " 
(2  Tim.  i.  10).  Look  at  His  gracious  promise  to  the  poor  1  **  I 
will  redeem  them  from  death.  0  death,  I  will  be  thy  plagues  " 
(Hosea  xiii.  14).  Blessed  be  the  name  of  Zion's  gracious 
Deliverer,  He  has  bound  Himself  by  the  most  solemn  engage- 
ments to  deliver  His  people  out  of  every  temptation,  trial,  and 
tribulation,  and  when  all  the  sighs  and  tears  of  the  voldemess 
are  over,  they  shall  join  in  one  long  round  of  eternal  praise,  and 
the  spirit  of  their  song  will  be,  " Lord,  who  is  like  imto  Thee?  " 

May  He  add  His  blessing  for  His  name's  sake.    Amen. 
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**  And  what  one  nation  in  the  earth  is  like  Thy  people,  even  like  Israel,  whom 
God  went  to  redeem  for  a  people  to  Himself,  and  to  make  Him  a  name,  and  to  do 
lor  you  great  things  and  terrible,  for  Thy  land,  before  Thy  people,  which  Thou 
ledeemedest  to  Thee  from  Kgypt,  from  the  nations  and  their  gods. 

**  For  Thou  hast  confirmed  to  Thyself  Thy  people  Israel  to  be  &  people  unto 
Thee  for  erer :  and  Thou,  LORD,  art  become  their  God.*'— 2  Samuel  vii.  23,  24. 

THESE  are  words  of  assurance  flowing  from  an  experimental 
acquaintance  with  JEHOVAH  in  His  dealings  with  His 
people,  and  with  the  speaker  personally.  David  was  not  one  of 
those  who  are  lost  in  a  crowd,  and  yet  he  would  not  make  an 
ostentatious  display  of  himself  because  of  the  grace  bestowed 
upon  him  by  the  anointing  of  God  the  ever-blessed  Spirit.  His 
mind  was  one  with  Paul,  who,  though  he  magnified  his  office,  he 
maspified  not  himself  because  of  his  office.  Paul  had  a  message 
to  deliver  from  the  King,  therefore  he  preached  not  himself,  but 
Christ  Jesus  the  Lord.  He  had  a  God-given  and  gracious 
experience,  yet  it  was  not  his  to  be  incessantly  harping  upon 
that  experience,  for  in  so  doing  he  might  have  distressed  the 
spirits  of  many  in  the  living  family.  You  can  see  this  by  read- 
ing at  your  leisure  2  Cor.  xii.,  where  he  tells  us  that  he  had  more 
to  glory  in  than  any  other  mortal,  but  he  would  not  only  as  con- 
cerned his  infirmities,  that  the  power  of  Christ  miffht  rest  upon 
him.  David  was  like-minded  with  Paul.  He  delignted  to  exalt 
his  Lord  and  Master  and  to  worship  at  His  footstool.     It  was  his 

{*oy  to  declare  what  was  revealed  to  him  by  God  the  ever- 
>lesBed  Spirit,  and  to  speak  of  himself  as  a  sinner  saved  by  grace, 
a  pensioner  upon  Divine  bounty,  and  a  pre-eminent  type  of  that 
great  and  glorious  King  who  should  reign  throughout  all  ages 
over  that  Israel  which  God  had  distinguished  as  £Qs  own  in  a 
OMritual  and  heavenly  manner.  r^r^r^r^]r> 
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This  chapter  discloses  a  practical  and  experimental  view  of 
David's  experience.  He  had  planned  and  purposed  for  God,  but 
all  his  plans  and  purposes  were  overthrown.  He  had  designed, 
but  all  his  designs  were  thwarted.  He  had  declared,  but  his 
declarations  were  proved  contrary  to  the  mind  and  will  of  God. 
In  his  plans,  purposes,  designs,  and  declarations,  he  fell  far  short 
of  those  purposes  of  grace  which  God  had  toward  him.  You  see 
this  in  the  circumstances  narrated  in  this  chapter.  David  pro- 
posed to  build  God  a  house  and  communicates  his  intention  to 
God's  prophet.  Nathan  said  to  the  king,  "  Go,  do  all  that  is  in 
thine  heart,  for  God  is  with  thee."  That  same  night  God  wrote 
foolishness  upon  the  declaration  of  the  prophet,  and  sent  him 
back  to  David  with  the  message,  that  ne  should  not  build  a 
house  for  the  LORD ;  but  that  the  LORD  would  build  him  a 
house.  This  house  of  David  should  be  spiritual,  incorruptible, 
eternal,  never  to  fall  into  decay  or  ruin.  Can  that  be  truet 
say  you,  in  surprise.  Perfectly  true.  But  we  read  in  Acts  xv. 
15,  16,  that  David's  tabernacle  did  fall  into  ruins.  James  said, 
"  Men  and  brethren,  hearken  unto  me.  Simeon  (that  is,  Simon 
Peter)  hath  declared  how  God  at  the  first  did  visit  the  Gentiles, 
to  take  out  of  them  a  people  for  His  name.  And  to  this  agree 
the  words  of  the  prophets ;  as  it  is  written,  After  this  I  will 
return,  and  will  build  again  the  tabernacle  of  David,  which  is 
fallen  down;  and  I  will  build  again  the  ruins  thereof,  and  I  will 
set  it  up :  that  the  residue  of  men  might  seek  after  the  Lord, 
and  all  the  Gentiles  upon  whom  My  name  is  called,  saith  the 
Lord,  who  doeth  all  these  things.  Known  unto  God  are  all  His 
works  from  the  beginning  of  the  world."  James,  in  speaking  of 
ruins,  refers  to  the  earthly  house  of  David,  which  was  thoroughly 
broken  down,  and  because  of  which  sceptics  might  scoff  and 
taunt  the  Israeh'tes,  saying.  Where  is  the  faithfulness  of  your 
God  ?  Where  is  the  performance  of  His  promise  t  Now,  in  the 
person  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  we  see  the  tabernacle  of  David 
set  up.  The  world  judges  according  to  the  flesh,  literalljr  and 
carnally ;  but  those  who  are  spiritually  one  with  Christ  judge 
according  to  the  Spirit,  and  wnile  they  behold  the  iiiin  of  all 
earthly  tnings,  they  rejoice  at  the  sight  and  possession  of  a 
spiritual  house  and  kingdom  which  cannot  be  moved.  The  house 
of  David  built  by  God  is  a  spiritual  house,  of  which  Paul  could 
say,  "Whose  house  are  we  "  (Heb.  iii.  6).  When  we  look  at  anv 
portion  of  the  Scriptures  which  speaks  of  God's  Israel,  God  s 
people,  God's  redeemed,  God's  elect,  if  we  look  at  it  with  a 
carnal,  fleshly,  or  intellectual  eye,  we  fall  far  short  of  the  glori- 
ous realities  couched  beneath  the  letter  of  the  Word.  In  all  these 
God  point«  the  eye  of  faith  to  His  Chm'ch  separated  to  Himself 
before  time,  preserved  near  to  Himself  through  time  in  the  face 
of  all  the  opposition  and  persecution  assailing  it,  and  to  be  glori- 
fied with  Himself  when  time  shall  be  no  longer. 

But  it  is  our  privilege  this  morning  to   dwell  upon   this 
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{>recioii8  portion^  and  endeavour  to  extract  some  little  instruc- 
tion and  consolation  therefrom,  knowing  that  these  are  the  words 
of  the  Holy  Ghost  flowing  from  the  exercised  heart  of  an  eminent 
child  of  God.  It  leads  the  mind  to  contemplate  the  glories  and 
excellencies  of  that  kingdom  which  can  never  be  moved,  of  that 
spiritual  house  which  can  never  fall  into  ruins,  of  that  Church 
which  the  counsels  of  hell  can  never  prevail  against,  and  of  that 
people  which  can  never  be  lost.  We  will  notice  the  text  in  the 
following  order : — 

I. — A  BLESSED  COMPARISON — "And  what  one  nation  in  the 
earth  is  like  Thy  people,  even  like  Israel  ?  " 

II. — A  GLORIOUS  REDEMPTION — *'  Whom  God  went  to  redeem 
for  a  people  to  Himself,  and  to  make  Him  a  name." 

III. — A  RIGHTEOUS  VINDICATION — "And  do  for  you  great 
things  and  terrible,  for  Thy  land,  before  Thy  people." 

IV.— A  GRACIOUS  SEPARATION—*^  Which  Thou  redeemedest 
to  Thee  from  Egypt,  from  the  nations  and  their  gods." 

V. — **  An  EVERLASTING  CONFIRMATION—"  For  Thou  hast  con- 
firmed to  Thyself  Thy  people  Israel  to  be  a  people  unto  Thee 
for  ever  :  and  Thou,  LORD,  art  become  their  Goa." 

I. — ^A  BLESSED  COMPARISON — '*  And  what  one  nation  in  the 
earth  is  hke  Thy  people,  even  Uke  Israel  ?  "  If  we  look  at  Israel 
after  the  flesh,  we  may  well  ask,  What  one  nation  so  besotted, 
foolish,  rebellious — so  wandering  and  wavering  as  Israel  f 
Look  at  the  description  given  of  it  by  the  Holy  Ghost  in 
Nehemiah  ix.,  Psalm  Ixxviu.,  and  cvi.  Look  at  Psalm  IxxviiL, 
especially;  over  which  my  soul  would  Hnger  moment  by 
moment,  because  there  I  see  awful  incorrigibility  like  my 
own,  and  the  mai*vellous  mercy  and  wonderful  jforbearance 
of  God.  That  is  the  God  I  love  to  worship.  After  the  declara^ 
tion  of  mercy  succeeding  mercy,  always  accompanied  with 
Israel's  base  departures  from,  and  rebellion  against,  God,  we 
come  to  that  precious  portion  commencing  with  ver.  31 :  '^  The 
wrath  of  God  came  upon  them,  and  slew  the  fattest  of  them,  and 
smote  down  the  chosen  men  of  Israel.  For  all  this  they  sinned 
still,  and  believed  not  for  His  wondrous  works."  What  think  ye  of 
such  a  people  as  this  ?  We  may  well  say.  What  one  nation  in  the 
earth  is  like  Israel  for  sin,  unbelief,  and  rebeUion  %  *'  Therefore  their 
days  did  He  consume  in  vanity,  and  their  years  in  trouble.  When 
He  slew  them,  then  they  sought  Him."  A  strange  expression, 
experimentally  explainea  in  the  first  part  of  Romans  vii.  This 
is  God  coming  down  by  the  power  of  His  law,  killing  His  own 
to  aU  hope  in  themselves.  "  And  they  returned  and  inquired 
early  after  God.  And  they  remembered  that  God  was  their 
Rock,  ftnd  the  high  God  their  Redeemer.  Nevertheless,  they 
did  flatter  Him  with  their  mouth,  and  they  Ued  unto  Him  with 
their  tongues.  But  He,  being  full  of  compassion,  forgave  their 
iniquity,  and  destroyed  them  not :  yea,  many  a  time  turned  He 
His  anger  away,  and  did  not  stir  up  all  His  wrath.    For  He 
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remembered  that  they  were  but  flesh ;  a  wind  that  passeth 
away,  and  coraeth  not  again."  Surely  after  this  we  shall  see 
this  people  established  in  the  faith  ?  They  will  surely  walk  in 
His  ways  and  submit  to  His  guidance !  Listen !  "  How  oft  did 
they  provoke  Him  in  the  wilderness,  and  grieve  Him  in  the 
desert !  Yea,  they  turned  back  and  tempted  God,  and  limited 
the  Holy  One  of  Israel.  They  remembered  not  His  hand,  nor 
the  day  when  He  delivered  them  from  the  enemy."  We  read 
of  the  manifestation  of  judgment  after  judgment  upon  their 
enemies,  and  the  display  of  JEHOVAH'S  disapprobation  of  His 
people's  crooked  ways,  yet  they  are  still  the  same,  obstinate  and 
mcorrigible.  Look  at  Psalm  cvi.  There  you  have  a  recital  of 
God's  mercies  and  Israel's  miseries.  "  We  have  sinned  with  our 
fathers,  we  have  committed  iniquity,  we  have  done  wickedly. 
Our  fathers  understood  not  Thy  wonders  in  Egypt:  they 
remembered  not  the  multitude  of  Thy  mercies,  but  provoked 
Him  at  the  sea,  even  at  the  Red  Sea.  Nevertheless,  He  saved 
them  for  His  name's  sake,  that  He  might  make  His  mighty 
power  to  be  known."  I  might  multiply  passages  to  prove  the 
utter  sinfulness  of  God's  ancient  people  Israel,  but  one  more 
must  suffice.  Turn  with  me  to  Isaiah  i.  4 :  "  Ah  sinful  nation,  a 
people  laden  with  iniquity,  a  seed  of  evildoers,  children  that  are 
corrupters ;  tley  have  forsaken  the  LORD,  they  have  provoked 
the  Holy  One  of  Israel  unto  anger,  they  are  gone  away  back- 
ward." No  nation  so  favoured  as  Israel,  and  none  so  obstinate 
and  perverse. 

Let  us  now  look  at  David's  bright  view  of  Israel  as  a  nation 
loved  of  the  Lord,  upon  which  was  conferred  marvellous  privi- 
leges and  immunities.  See  how  it  is  mentioned  in  Psalm  xxxiii. 
12  :  "  Blessed  is  the  nation  whose  God  is  the  LORD :  and  the 
people  whom  He  hath  chosen  for  His  inheritance."  For  the 
experimental  possession  of  the  privileges  of  this  nation,  the 
Psalmist  prays  :  "  That  I  may  see  the  good  of  Thy  chosen,  that 
I  may  rejoice  in  the  gladness  of  Thy  nation,  that  I  may  glory 
with  Thine  inheritance  "  (Psa.  cvi.  5).  You  see  the  elect,  the 
nation,  and  the  inheritance  are  the  same.  Now  turn  to  Psa. 
cxlvii.  19,  20 :  "  He  sheweth  His  word  unto  Jacob,  His  statutes 
and  His  judgments  unto  Israel.  He  hath  not  dealt  so  with  any 
nation ;  and  as  for  His  judgments,  they  have  not  known  them." 
Here  we  have  a  spiritual  nation  and  a  spiritual  King.  A  people 
governed,  ruled,  and  guided  by  JEHOVAH'S  own  laws,  statutes, 
and  ordinances,  spiritually  communicated  by  His  own  power. 
What  nation  is  this  ?  Turn  to  1  Peter  ii.  9,  where  you  will 
find  something  in  perfect  agreement  with  that  which  I  have 
declared  unto  you :  "  But  ye  are  a  chosen  veneration,  a  royal 
priesthood  "—or  a  kingdom  of  priests — *'  an  noly  nation  " — that 
n,  a  nation  separated,  distinct,  selected,  elected,  and  set  apart 
by  God  Himself — "a  peculiar,  or  purchased  people,  that  ye 
should  show  forth  the  praises  of  Him  who  hath  oalle^  you  out 
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of  darkneas  into  Hie  marveDoxiB  light."  Time  would  fail  me  to 
take  yon  through  the  previous  portions  of  this  epistle,  desorip^ 
tive  of  the  characters  of  those  who  comprise  this  holy,  elect 
nation  of  God.  Just  a  hint  or  two.  In  the  first  verse  they  are 
addressed  aa  *'  strangers  scattered."  And  are  they  not  so  to 
this  day  ?  They  are  elect.  According  to  what  ?  Not  accord*- 
ing  to  what  God  saw  they  would  be,  as  some  who  murder  God's 
dorious  truth  declare.  No  I  It  is,  "  Elect  according  to  ^e 
foreknowledge  of  God  the  Father,  through  sanctification  of  .the 
Spirit,  unto  obedience  and  sprinkling  of  the  blood  of  Jesus 
Cnrist."  Not  according  to  that  Arminian  gloss  which  I  have 
often  noticed  of  late — ^that  is,  our  obedience  because  of 
the  sanctification  of  the  Spirit  and  the  sprinkling  of  the  blood 
of  Jesus  Christ.  It  is  no  such  thing,  but  the  obedience  as  well 
as  the  blood  of  Jesus  for  them.  They  are  begotten  again  to  a 
lively  hope  by  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ  from  the  dead* 
They  are  heirs  of  an  incorruptible  inheritance.  They  are  kept 
by  the  power  of  God,  through  faith  unto  salvation.  Sometimes 
they  rejoice  in  hope  of  the  glory  of  God.  Sometimes  they  are 
in  heaviness  through  manifold  temptations.  They  rejoice  in  the 
experience  of  the  preserving  power  of  God,  wlule  they  are  in 
heaviness  because  of  the  trial  of  their  faith.  Thev  see  Him  not 
with  the  eye  of  sense,  yet  they  rejoice  in  the  sight  of  Him  by 
the  eye  of  faith.  Thev  receive  the  end  of  their  faith,  which  is 
not  damnation,  after  the  Arminian  fEishion,  but  salvation  all  of 
grace.  They  are  bom  again  by  the  Word  and  Spirit  of  God. 
Look  at  the  first  verse  of  chap,  ii.,  and  see  if  you  have  been 
brou^t  this  way.  If  you  have  not,  I  hope  you  will  be  before  lon^* 
"  Wherefore,  laying  aside  all  maUce,  and  all  guile,  and  hypocn- 
cies,  and  envies,  and  aU  evil  speakings,  as  newborn  babes, 
desire  the  sincere  milk  of  the  Word,  that  ye  may  grow  thereby." 
We  come  across  a  tribe  of  cold  Calvinists  who  will  talk  fluently 
of  the  doctrines  of  grace,  but  who  are  destitute  of  the  grace  of 
the  doctrines  as  stated  in  this  first  verse.  Now,  say  some  of 
you,  you  are  laying  something  upon  our  shoulders ;  but  have 
you  touched  it  witn  one  of  your  fingers  ?  My  dear  friends,  I 
have  touched  it  with  my  whole  soul,  and  in  the  experience  of 
that  touch  I  have  known,  felt,  and  mourned  over  my  weakness, 
infirmity,  and  inabiUty.  I  will  tell  you  where  we  are  broii^lit 
into  the  sweet  apprehension  of  our  oneness  with  the  Spint's 
teaching  in  this  portion.  It  is  when  we  are  led  by  the  Spurit  to 
gloomy,  dark  Gethsemane,  to  the  judgment  hall,  to  the  cursed 
cross  of  Calvary,  and  are  made  to  feel  our  spiritual  oneness  with 
Him  who,  when  He  was  reviled,  reviled  not  again ;  when  He 
suffered.  He  threatened  not,  but  committed  Himself  to  Him  that 
judgeth  righteously.  But  see  I  These  persons  are  coming.  It 
IS  not,  they  have  come,  nor,  they  shall  come,  but,  ^*  To  whom 
coming."  The  fall-blown  professor — he  who  would  have  uft 
believe  that,  by  a  stock  of  grace  in  hand,  he  is  able  to  cootBgl 
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the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil — will  boast  of  his  having 
come.  But  mark  the  language  of  Peter,  which  is  that  of  aJl 
the  subjects  of  this  holy  nation,  and  is  in  the  present  tense : 
"  To  wham  coming^  as  unto  a  living  stone,  disallowed  indeed  of 
men,  but  chosen  of  God,  and  precious ;  ye  also,  as  Uvely  stones, 
are  built  up  a  spiritual  house,  an  holy  priesthood,  to  offer  up 
spiritual  sacrifices,  acceptable  to  God  by  Jesus  Christ."  A  little 
farther  on  we  read :  "  Unto  you  therefore  which  believe  He  is 
precious  " — or,  an  honour — "  but  unto  them  which  be  disobedient, 
the  Stone  which  the  builders  disallowed,  the  same  is  made  the 
Head  of  the  comer,  and  a  Stone  of  stumbling,  and  a  Rock  of 
offence,  even  to  them  which  stumble  at  the  Word,  being  dis- 
obedient :  whereunto  also  they  were  appointed ;  but  ye  are  a 
holy  nation."  David's  mind  being  led  by  the  blessed  Spirit  into 
a  i^iritual  view  of  this  people,  thus  ones  out,  in  wonder  and 
admiration :  "  And  what  one  nation  in  the  earth  is  like  Thy 
people,  even  like  Israel  ?  " 

God's  Israel.  The  Israel  of  God.  We  hear  much  of  patriot- 
ism in  the  present  day.  Well,  I  should  not  Uke  to  feel  second 
to  any  one  in  love  to  my  native  land.  We  hear  much  of 
nationalities,  and  in  every  direction  we  hear  of  men  arming  to 
the  teeth  in  defence  of  their  own  country ;  but,  my  dear  friends, 
here  is  the  question.  Whence  comest  thou?  To  what  nation 
dost  thou  belong  ?  How  many  of  us  can  look  up  and,  by  the 
anointing  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  say :  *'  Our  citizenship  is  in  heaven  ; 
from  whence  also  we  look  for  the  Saviour,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
who  shall  change  our  vile  body,  that  it  may  be  fashioned  like 
unto  His  glorious  body,  according  to  the  working  whereby  He 
is  able  to  subdue  all  things  unto  Himself"  (Phil.  iiL  20,  21). 
The  people  of  that  country  are  loved  with  an  everlasting  love, 
blessed  with  aU  spiritual  blessings  in  heavenly  places  in  Christ, 
provided  with  every  mercy,  comfort,  and  consolation  needful 
during  their  journey  home,  and  for  whom  "  all  things  " — not 
some  things — **  work  together  for  good."  See  1  Does  famine 
stare  the  nations  of  the  earth  in  the  face  ?  Does  war  rava^ 
and  make  desolate  fair  provinces!  Does  pestilence  produce 
woe  and  lamentation?  Here  we  have  a  people  never  to  be 
hurt  or  destroyed  by  any  earthly  or  hellish  influence.  Of  this 
nation  we  can  sing  with  Dr.  Watts, — 

^  Israel,  a  name  diyinely  blest, 
May  rifle  sectire,  securely  rest ; 
Thy  holy  Gtiardian^s  watchful  eyes 
Admit  no  slumber  nor  surprise. 

On  thee  foul  spirits  hare  no  power ; 
And,  in  thy  last  departing  hour, 
Angels  that  trace  the  airy  road, 
ShaJl  bear  thee  homeward  to  thy  God." 

The  subjects  of  this  nation  are  washed  from  all  sin  in  precious 
atoning  blood.    The  King  clothes  them  in  durable  dothing, 
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which  waxes  not  old,  and  in  which  they  shall  appear  in  that 
dory  land  which  He  has  provided  for  them.  Blessed  be  His 
holy  name,  for  He  brings  them  to  hun^r  and  thirst  after  Him, 
and  they  shall  be  filled  with  the  good  things  with  which  this 
nation  abounds.  The  poor  in  spirit  shedl  know  that  there  are 
riches  of  grace  and  of  glory  in  this  kingdom  for  them.  The 
inhabitants  of  this  land  of  grace  may  well  exclaim,  with  David: 
"  And  what  one  nation  in  the  earth  is  like  Thy  people,  even 
like  Israel  t  "  Though  enemies  abound  on  every  hand,  though 
dangers  lurk  at  every  step,  though  doubts  and  fears  swallow  up 
the  spirits  of  the  subjects  of  this  nation,  though  the  sounds  of 
war,  death,  and  desolation  are  heard  on  every  hand,  yet  the 

florious  fact  spoken  by  Israel's  covenant  God  holds  good:  "  For 
will  be  unto  her  a  wall  of  fire  round  about,  and  will  be  the 
fflory  in  the  midst  of  her"  (Zech.  ii.  5).  When  the  true 
Israelites  arrive  at  that  dread  spot — when  the  spiritual  training 
shall  cease,  when  their  school-days  are  for  ever  over,  when  they 
shall  pass  away  from  the  earthly  to  the  heavenly,  to  be  eternally 
associated  with  Him,  when  their  quivering  spirits  shall  fear  to 
tread  the  dark  threshold  which  separates  between  this  state  of 
death  and  yonder  state  of  life — then  the  precious  promise  of 
their  God  and  King  will  be  verified  in  their  heart's  experience : 
"  When  thou  passest  through  the  waters,  I  will  be  with  thee ; 
and  through  the  rivers,  they  shall  not  overflow  thee;  when 
thou  walkest  through  the  fire,  thou  shalt  not  be  burned,  neither 
shall  the  flame  kindle  upon  thee.  For  I  am  the  LORD  thy  God, 
the  Holy  One  of  Israel,  thy  Saviour  "  (Isa.  xliii.  2,  3). 

U. — ^A  GLORIOUS  REDEMPTION — "Whom  God  went  to  redeem 
for  a  people  to  Himself,  and  to  make  Him  a  name."  A  redeemed 
people.  We  have  this  set  before  us  in  promise  and  in  prophecy, 
m  history  and  in  type.  We  have  redemption  unfolded  m  the 
first  fifteen  chaptera  of  Exodus.  Here  we  see  a  chosen  people 
brought  into  bondage.  As  I  have  often  told  you,  the  truth  and 
roirit  of  the  book  of  Genesis  is  election,  while  the  book  of 
Exodus  sets  forth  the  redemption  of  the  people  elected.  God^s 
ancient  people  Israel,  in  His  never-failing  providence,  were  taken 
down  into  Egypt.  We  are  all  acquainted  with  their  enmity 
and  sin  against  Joseph,  yet  an  over-ruling  providence  was 
manifested  through  the  whole  transaction.  Turn  to  Gen.  xlv; 
5:  **Now  therefore  be  not  grieved  nor  angjry  with  yourselves, 
that  ye  sold  me  hither :  for  God  did  send  me  before  you  to 
preserve  life."  You  sold  me ;  but  God  sent  me.  Again :  "And  God 
sent  me  before  you  to  preserve  you  a  posterity  in  the  earth,  and  to 
save  your  lives  by  a  great  deliverance.  8o  now  it  was  not  you  that 
sent  me  hither,  but  God."  Do  you  like  that  ?  I  do.  God  over 
all  things  for  His  people.  Yes,  God  reigns  over  aU  their  infirm- 
ities, sins,  and  transgressions.  He  reigns  over  every  sin,  and 
over  all  evil  committed  in  this  wretched  world,  to  show  forth  the 
glory  of  His  grace  in  the  salvation  and  glorification  with  Himself 
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of  an  eternally-loved  and  chosen  people.  You  have  this  in  the 
words  of  the  text,  "  to  redeem  for  a  people  to  Himself."  This  is 
the  nation  before  which  all  others  sink  into  insignificance.  Look 
at  it  as  described  in  Psa.  cxlviii.  14 :  "  He  also  exalteth  the  horn 
of  His  people,  the  praise  of  all  His  saints ;  even  of  the  children 
of  Israel,  a  people  near  unto  Him,"  by  sovereign  decree,  by 
eternal  election,  oy  personal  redemption.  In  the  place  of  their 
bondage  they  cried  and  sighed.  Turn  with  me  to  Exodus  ii. 
23 — 25 :  **  And  it  came  to  pass  in  process  of  time,  that  the 
king  of  Egypt  died,  and  the  children  of  Israel  sighed  by  reason 
of  the  bondage,  and  they  cried,  and  their  cry  came  up  unto 
God  by  reason  of  the  bondage.  And  God  heard  their  groaning, 
and  God  remembered  His  covenant  with  Abraham,  with  Isaac, 
and  with  Jacob.    And  God  looked  upon  the  children  of  Israel, 

and  God  had  respect  unto ."    Unto  what  ?     Our  translators 

have  added  the  word  "  them ; "  but  He  had  respect  unto  His 
covenant.  You  see  this  set  forth  in  the  plea  of  the  Psalmist  in 
Psa.  Ixxiv.  20 :  "  Have  respect  unto  the  covenant :  for  the  dark 
places  of  the  earth  are  ftdl  of  the  habitations  of  cruelty."  Isi*ael 
m  Egypt  sighed  and  cried  for  deUverance,  and  God  having 
respect  to  His  covenant  came  down  in  a  succession  of  judgments 
against  the  Egyptians.  Pharaoh's  heart  was  hardened  by  the 
judgments  of  Israel's  God,  and  that  to  such  an  extent,  as  to 
hurry  him  and  his  people  on  to  destruction  in  the  waters  of  the 
Red  Sea.  Israel  was  free,  and  on  the  wilderness  shores  of  the 
Red  Sea  sang  the  praises  of  their  redeeming  God.  See  Exod. 
XV.  13 :  "  Thou  in  Thy  mercy  hast  led  forth  Thy  people  which 
Thou  hast  redeemed :  Thou  hast  guided  them  in  Thy  strength 
unto  Thy  holy  habitation."  Again,  in  the  16th  verse:  "Fear 
and  dread  shail  fall  upon  them ;  by  the  greatness  of  Thine  arm  they 
shall  be  as  still  as  a  stone ;  till  Thy  people  pass  over,  0  LORD, 
till  the  people  pass  over,  which  Thou  hast  purchased." 

But  all  this  is  typical  of  the  glorious  redemption  accomplished 
by  the  Surety  of  the  covenant,  by  the  King  of  this  nation,  vrho 
was  styled  in  derision,  "  THE  KING  OF  THE  JEWS."  It  is 
blessed  to  notice  that  there  was  eternal  truth  in  this  derisive 
taunt.  He  was.  He  is,  and  He  ever  will  be,  "  The  King  of  the 
Jews."  Every  Jew  owns  and  acknowledges  it  to  be  gloriously 
true.  Every  Jew?  say  you.  I  thought  all  the  Jews  looked 
upon  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  an  impostor.  No  such  thing,  all 
the  Jews  own  and  acknowledge  Him  to  be  the  true  Messiah — 
all  the  Jews  own  and  acknowledge  Him  to  be  King  in  Zion — 
all  the  Jews  own  and  acknowledge  Him  to  be  the  King  of 
nations  and  God  of  the  whole  earth.  This  is  something  more 
than  being  king  over  an  accursed  strip  of  ground  in  Asia.  Let 
me  ask  you,  "Who  are  the  Jews?  The  Holy  Ghost  by  Paul 
answers  the  question :  "  For  he  is  not  a  Jew  which  is  one  outwardly, 
neither  is  that  circumcision  which  is  outward  in  the  flesh."  You 
must  not  think  that  aU  those  wretched  money-grabbers  are  Jews 
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in  God's  estimation.  No  snch  thing.  "But  he  is  a  Jew,  which 
is  one  inwardly ;  and  cirenmcision  is  that  of  the  heart,  in  the 
spirit,  and  not  in  the  letter  ;  whose  praise  is  not  of  man,  but  of 
God  "  (Rom.  ii.  28,  29).  Inwardly  circumcised  in  heart,  and 
brought  into  possession  of  the  kingdom  of  God  by  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  and  the  guidance  of  His  eternal  and  unchanging 
law  of  love  and  life  in  Christ  Jesus,  elect  sinners  rejoice  in  the 
knowledge  of  their  Israelitish  origin  and  destiny.  These 
wordiip  and  adore  their  glorious  King  who  is  now  in  the  heights 
of  glory  for  them.  He  was  bom  King  for  them — ^He  was  circum- 
cised for  them — He  was  baptized  for  them — He  obeyed  for  them 
— He  suffered  for  them — He  died  forthem — He  rose  again  for  them 
— He  entered  heaven's  highest  glory  for  them — He  rules  over  all 
for  them,  and  has  given  them  the  blessed  assurance,  that  as  He 
has  sat  down  with  His  Father  on  His  throne,  so  shall  thev  sit 
with  Him  on  His  throne.  These  are  Jews  indeed,  thejr  form 
the  nation  which  JEHOVAH  has  chosen  for  His  own  inheritance, 
and,  blessed  be  His  name,  redeemed  by  the  precious  blood  of 
Christ.  From  what?  Look  at  a  few  portions  of  God's  Word 
which  speak  of  His  glorious  work  of  redemption.  "Christ  hath 
redeemed  us  from  the  curse  of  the  law,  bemg  made  a  curse  for 
us  ^  (Gal.  iii.  13).  The  price  being  paid  and  the  penalty  borne, 
there  is  no  more  curse  on  new  covenant  around  lor  God's  elect 
nation.  •*  I  will  redeem  them  from  death '  (Hosea  xiii.  14).  On 
redemption  ground  in  the  land  of  resurrection-life  there  is  no 
more  aeath.  Of  these  the  Redeemer  said,  "  Neither  can  they 
die  any  more,  being  the  children  of  the  resurrection  "  (Luke  xx. 
36).  Never  die  ?  What  I  will  not  the  time  come  when  I  shall 
for  ever  part  with  Grove  chapel  pulpit  and  people  ?  Sometimes 
I  sigh.  The  sooner  the  better.  0  the  blessedness  of  having 
done  with  sin,  corruption,  deceit,  and  death  I  "Who  ^ave 
Himself  for  us,  that  He  might  redeem  us  from  all  inicjmty  " 
(Titus  ii  14).  Wondrous  redemption  I  We  confessed  m  our 
prayer  this  morning, 

**  Not  on  me.  Lord,  not  on  me, 
I  am  all  iniquitj." 

That  is  the  confession  of  every  contrite  spirit.  The  declaration 
of  God  concerning  all  such  is,  "  Redeemed  from  all  iniquity." 
To  all  the  elect  and  redeemed  nation  iniquity  has  lost  all  its 

Senal  and  condemning  power.  **  He  shall  redeem  their  soul  from 
eceit  and  violence  "  (rsa.  Ixxii.  14).  Lord,  teach  us  more  and 
more  of  Thy  sweet  simplicity.  For  the  accomplishment  of  His 
redemption,  the  Redeemer  must  be  brought  to  feel  all  the 
necessities  of  His  redeemed.  And  so  He  was.  The  mighty 
God,  the  sinless  Man  came  forth  in  the  person  of  Christ  and 
endured  the  whole  penalty  of  God's  outraged  law.  As  the 
Surety  of  the  covenant,  He  met  eveiy  requirement  and  paid 
every  demand  by  the  presentation  of  His  perfect  obedience  and 
the  ttiedding  of  His  most  precious  blood*    Xook  at  Acts  xx^  28  ; 
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"Feed  the  Church  of  God,  which  He  hath  purchased  with 
His  own  blood,"  or,  ^^  with  the  blood  of  His  own'' — that  is, 
with  the  blood  of  His  own  providing — the  blood  of  His  own 
everlasting  covenant — "the  Wood  of  Jesus  Christ  His  Son." 
Thus  it  is  "  His  own  blood."  It  is  sinless,  innocent,  invaluable 
blood  by  which  His  elect  are  redeemed,  cleansed,  and  sanctified 
before  Him. 

"Whom  God  went  to  redeem  for  a  people  to  Himself." 
There  is  something  very  blessed  in  this  declamtion.  It  is  not 
only  freeing  them  from  bondage,  captivity,  and  slavery  by 
payinff  a  ransom  price  for  them,  but  it  is  also  taking  them  to 
Himself,  for  Himself,  to  be  eternally  with  Himself.  They  are 
His  own  peculiar  property — His  own  special  treasure.  He  is 
their  Keeper,  Teacher  and  Guide.  He  will  have  them  near  to 
Himself  in  gracious  fellowship  here  and  in  glorious  unfoldings  up 
yonder,  when  before  their  astonished  gaze  He  reveals  to  them 
scene  after  scene  of  inexpressible  glory.  Notice  those  words, 
"  to  make  Him  a  name.''  No  failure  or  flaw  can  be  found  in  the 
redemption  work  of  Israel's  covenant  God,  therefore  His  name 
shall  be  glorious  in  the  estimation  of  His  redeemed.  See  how 
blessedly  this  is  stated  in  Isa.  Ixiii.  12 — 14 :  '*  That  led  them  by 
the  right  hand  of  Moses  with  His  glorious  arm,  dividing  the 
water  before  them,  to  make  an  everlastina  name.  As  a  beast 
goeth  down  into  the  valley,  the  Spint  of  the  LORD  caused  him 
to  rest:  so  didst  Thou  lead  Thy  people,  to  make  Thyself  a 
glorious  name."  Whether  it  be  in  the  redemption  of  His  people 
or  the  rest  He  has  provided  for  them,  the  name  of  JEHO  V AH- 
JESUS  is  exalted  and  very  high. 

III. — ^A  RIGHTEOUS  VINDICATION — "  And  to  do  for  you  great 
things  and  terrible,  for  Thy  land,  before  Thy  people."  Kead 
for  yourselves  that  portion  in  Exodus  iii.  and  xvi.,  and  you  will 
see  God  doing  great  things  and  terrible  in  bringing  judgment 
after  judgment  upon  Egypt  and  mercy  after  mercy  upon  Israel. 
Deliverance  to  one.  Destruction  to  the  other.  And  all  this  for 
His  land,  the  land  of  spiritual  promise  and  covenant  favour,  in 
which  He  will  cause  all  His  goodness,  grace,  and  greatness  to 
pass  "  before  His  people."     We  must  hasten  to  consider, — 

IV. — A  GRACIOUS  SEPARATION^"  Which  Thou  redeemedst  to 
Thee  from  Egypt,  from  the  nations,  and  their  gods."  All  God's 
redemption  acts  are  to  set  His  people  at  a  distance  from  Satan 
and  his  service,  and  to  bring  them  mto  blessed  association  with 
Himself.  Are  we  redeemed  from  Effypt?  Then  we  are 
strangers  vdth  God  in  a  wilderness  world.  Are  we  redeemed 
out  of  the  earth  I  Then  we  are  identified  vnth  Jesus  in  rejection. 
Are  we  redeemed  from  the  power  of  the  flesh  t  Then  we  are 
associated  vnth  the  Spirit  in  all  His  gracious  operations.  Are 
we  deUvered  from  the  authority  of  darkness  ?  Then  we  are 
translated  into  the  kingdom  of  God's  dear  Son.  What  experi- 
ence have  we  of  the  redeeming  love,  blood,  and  power  of  Jesus  ? 
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Where  are  we  in  respect  to  the  devil  and  his  works,  the  pomps 
and  vanities  of  this  wicked  world,  and  the  sinful  lusts  of  the 
flesh?  Do  we  love  the  associations  in  which  we  formerly 
delisted  ?  Has  there  been  a  redemption  from  these  ?  There 
has  in  my  case.  I  will  tell  you  honestly  before  the  Lord,  though 
some  precise  ones  say  I  do  not  act  prudently  in  i^eaking  of  these 
things,  sometimes  I  find  myself  like  the  old  cavalry  horse,  which, 
when  following  the  hounds,  heard  the  bugle  call,  and  started 
immediately  with  its  rider  to  join  the  ranks.  Though  redeemed 
and  separated  by  blood,  I  find  my  old  inclinations  and  desires 
cropping  up  again  and  again  to  my  sorrow  and  distress.  It  was 
my  deUght  in  my  younger  days  to  witness  the  exposition  of  the 
plays  of  Shakespeare  by  some  of  the  masters  in  histrionic  repre- 
sentation, and  even  now,  when  I  see  on  the  walls  announce- 
ments of  celebrated  plays  with  noted  performei's,  there  is  life  in 
the  old  man,  and  he  would  be  off  to  his  old  haunts  and  associa- 
tions. He  would,  but  cannot  go.  There  is  a  separating  line 
between  myself  and  sin's  indulgence,  which  is  God's  election. 
There  is  a  mark  of  prohibition  between  me  and  the  world's 
delights,  which  is  Christ's  redemption.  There  is  an  effectual 
separating  barrier  between  me  and  the  worldling's  pleasures, 
which  is  the  Spirit's  regenerating  and  restoring  power. 

"  I  thirst,  but  not  as  once  I  did, 

The  yain  delights  of  earth  to  share  ; 
Thj  wounds,  Emmanuel,  aU  forbid 
That  I  should  seek  my  pleasures  there." 

V. — ^An  everlasting  confirmation — ^*  For  Thou  hast  con- 
firmed to  Thyself  Thy  people  Israel,  to  be  a  people  unto  Thee 
for  ever :  and  Thou,  LORD,  art  become  their  God."  We  love 
a  promising  and  a  performing  God.  Did  He  predestinate  a 
people  to  IBs  eternal  glory  t  He  will  prepare  them  for  it  and 
perfect  them  in  it.  He  begets  them  again,  brings  to  the  birth, 
and  blesses  them  with  grace  and  glory.  See  1  "  Moreover, 
whom  He  did  predestinate,  them  He  also  called ;  aud  whom  He 
called,  them  He  also  justified  :  and  whom  He  justified,  them  He 
also  glorified"  (Rom.  viii.  30).  A  predestinated  child  shall 
never  lack  his  patrimony  in  eternal  glory,  for  the  will  and  the 
work  to  effect  the  same  is  all  the  Lord's.  Israel  was  a  people 
confirmed  to  God  by  His  own  transactions  in  the  counsel  and 
covenant  of  old,  but  they  must  be  confirmed  to  Him  in  their 
own  heart's  experience.  The  confirmation  of  the  spiritual 
subjects  of  King  Emmanuel  in  their  allegiance  to  Him  is 
accomplished  in  the  school  of  painful  but  profitable  experience, 
and  shall  stand  for  ever.  We  find  a  hint  of  this  in  Acts  xiv.  22  : 
**  Confirming  the  souls  of  the  disciples,  and  exhorting  them  to 
continue  in  the  faith,  and  that  we  must  through  much  tribulation 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God."  Does  God  send  His  testimony 
of  love  to  them  I     He  will  confirm  it  in  them  by  the  power  of 
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the  Holy  Ghost  (1  Cor.  i.  6).  Has  He  taught  them  to  wait  for 
the  revelation  of  His  Christ  in  them?  He  will  confLrm  them  to 
the  end,  blameless  in  the  day  of  Jesus  Christ — that  is,  for  ever 
(1  Cor.  i.  8).  If  I  am  one  of  His  pilgrim  people,  then  tribulci- 
tions  and  temptations,  floods  and  flames,  crosses  and  conflicts 
will  work  together  to 

"  Confirm  His  good  pleasure  to  bring  me  quite  through." 

The  more  God  in  His  mercy  weans  us  by  the  power  of  His  grace 
from  this  wretched,  miserable  world,  the  more  we  own  our 
allegiance  to  Him,  and  our  adoring  hearts  would  cry, — 

^*  Let  all  creation  join  in  one 
To  bless  the  sacred  name 
Of  Him  that  sits  upon  the  throne, 
And  to  adore  the  Lamb." 

"  This  God  is  our  God  for  ever  and  ever :  He  will  be  our  Guide 
even  unto  death,"  and  to  that  eternal  glory  prepared  by  Him 
for  His  own  (Psa.  xlviii.  14). 

May  the  Lord  add  His  blessing  for  His  name's  sake.    Amen. 


HYMN. 

O  Ibrabl,  who  is  like  to  thee, 
A  people  saved,  and  called  to  be 

Peculiar  to  the  Lord  ? 
Thy  Shield !  He  guards  thee  from  the  foe ; 
Thy  Sword  !  He  fights  thy  battles  too — 

Himself  thy  Great  Reward. 

Fear  not,  though  many  should  oppose, 
For  God  is  stronger  than  thy  foes, 

And  makes  thy  cause  His  own ; 
The  Promised  Land  before  thee  lies — 
Go,  and  possess  the  wondrous  prize, 

Reserved  for  thee  alone. 

Thy  toils  have  almost  reached  a  chw^e. 
And  thou  art  dentined  to  repose 

Within  yon  glorious  land  ; 
E'en  now  its  rising  hills  are  seen, 
Enriched  with  everlasting  green, 

Where  Israel  soon  shall  stand. 

Jn  glory  there  the  King  appeai-s  ; 
He  wijMJS  away  His  people's  tears, 

And  makes  their  soitowk  cease  : 
From  toil  and  strife  they  there  repose. 
And  dwell  secure  from  all  their  fue>, 

In  everlasting  peace. 
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THE    COMING    OF    JEHOVAH-JESUS. 


%   Sermon 


PRSAOEnD  IK  Obove  Chapel,  Oambebwell,  on  Sunday  Mobniho, 
Dkoeubeb  22nd,  1878,  bt 

THOMAS   BRADBURY. 


**  Sing  and  rejoice,  0  daughter  of  Zion  ;  for,  lo,  I  come,  and  I  will  dwell  in  the 
midst  of  thee,  saith  the  LORD. 

"And  many  nations  shall  be  joined  to  the  LORD  in  that  day,  and  shall  be  My 
people  :  and  I  will  dwell  in  the  midst  of  thee,  and  thon  shalt  know  that  the  LORD 
of  hosts  hath  sent  Me  onto  thee.'* — Zechariah  ii.  10,  11. 

THE  covenant  kindness  and  care  of  Israel's  God  is  the  subject 
of  this  chapter.  The  concern  He  has  over  the  objects  of 
His  love,  purpose,  purchase,  and  power,  is  revealed  at  every 
step.  His  care  for  them  is  set  forth  in  the  various  metaphors 
abounding  throughout  the  whole  of  this  blessed  portion  of 
inspiration  ;  but  time  would  fail  me  to  enumerate,  or  enter  into 
an  exposition  of  them.  Nevertheless,  I  will  just  throw  out  a  few 
hints  which  He  may  bless  to  some  of  your  waiting  souls.  The 
chapter  commences  with  the  description  of  the  prophet's  seeing 
"a  man  with  a  measuring  line  in  his  hand,"  whom  he  asks, 
'*  Whither  goest  thou  ? "  when  the  answer  is  returned,  "  To 
measure  Jerusalem,  to  see  what  is  the  breadth  thereof,  and 
what  is  the  length  thereof."  In  this  we  see  JEHOVAH'S 
soUcitude  in  all  things  connected  with  His  Church  and  people. 
Their  wants,  necessities,  pains,  sorrows,  bereavements,  and  dis- 
appointments all  measured.  This  truth  is  revealed  in  Isaiah 
xxvii.  8  :  "In  measure,  when  it  shooteth  forth,  Thou  wilt  debate 
with  it ;  He  stayeth  His  rough  wind  in  the  day  of  His  East 
wind."  Again  in  Jeremiah  xxx.  11  :  "I  will  correct  thee  in 
measure."     This  is  beautifully  expressed  in  the  words  of  Swain : 

"  Onr  sorrows  in  the  scale  He  weighs, 

And  measures  out  our  pains ; 

The  wildest  storm  His  word  obeys. 

His  word  its  rage  restrains." 
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All  the  bleesings  of  the  coyenant,  with  all  the  mercies  treasured 
in  Christ  Jesus,  and  all  the  experience  of  the  Spirit's  grace  and 
indwelling  are  measured  to  us  with  infallible  accuracy.  Speak- 
ing of  our  great  and  glorious  Head,  John  the  Baptist  says,  "  God 
fiveth  not  the  Spirit  Dy  measure  unto  Him  "  (John  iii.  M)  ;  but 
aul  says  concerning  the  members  of  the  one  body,  "  From 
whom  the  whole  body  fitly  joined  together  and  compacted  by 
that  which  every  joint  supplieth,  according  to  the  eiffectual  work- 
ing in  the  measure  of  every  part,  maketh  increase  of  the  body  unto 
the  edifying  of  itself  in  love  "  (Eph.  iv.  16).  But  the  love  of  God 
in  Christ  Jesus  knows  no  measure. 

"  His  love  no  end  or  measure  knows. 
No  change  can  turn  its  course  ; 
Eternally  the  same  it  flows 
From  one  immortal  source." 

See  1  Whatever  be  the  anxieties  of  our  minds,  the  perplexities 
of  our  spirits,  or  the  pains  of  our  bodies,  we  have  the  assurance 
given  in  this  precious  mataphor,  that  our  God  measures  them  all 
out  in  love.  He  will  not  put  upon  His  own  more  than  He  will 
•  give  them  strength  to  bear.  He  knows  the  length  of  that 
cankering  care  and  of  that  worrying  anxiety  which  is  eating  at 
the  root  of  your  peace  this  morning.  He  knows  also  the 
measure  of  sin  whicn  you  must  fill  up  to  that  time  of  love  when 
He  will  appear  and  draw  your  soul  into  loving  oneness  with 
Himself. 

Look  at  this  glorious  declaration :  "Jerusalem  shall  be  in- 
habited as  towns  without  walls  for  the  multitude  of  men  and 
cattle  therein."     In  this  we  see  the  abimdance  of  ministration 
and  provision  for  God's  elect.     **  For  I,  saith  the  LORD,  will  be 
unto  her  a  wall  of  fire  round  about,  and  will  be  the  glory  in  the 
midst  of  her."     Would  to  God  we  could  think  more  of  this.     He 
Himself  is  the  glory  of  His  own  grace,  righteousness,  salvation, 
and  kingdom.     "  Deliver  thyself,  0  Zion,  that  dwellest  with  the 
daughter  of  Babylon."    If  we  look  upon  this  as  a  mere  precept 
to  be  obeyed  at  will,  we  make  a  sad  mistake,  for  there  can  be  no 
true  obedience  to  any  of  JEHOVAH'S  gracious  commands  but 
through  the  performance  of  the  same  by  the  mighty  power  of 
God  the  ever-blessed  Spirit.     God  gives  not  this  blessed  portion 
of  His  Word  that  we  may  obey  it  at  will ;  but  that  He  may  bring 
it  home  to  our  hearts  with  sovereign  and  solemn  power,  and  in 
His  own  good  time  of  favour  cause  us  to  shake  off  our  wi-etched 
Babylonish  connections.     Notice  the  next  glorious  declaration  : 
"  After  the   glory  bath   He   sent   3Ie  unto  the  nations  which 
spoiled  you  :  for  he  that  toucheth  you  toucheth  the  apple  of  His 
eye."     Can  you  have  a  promise  more  precious  than  this  ?     Yet 
without  the  the  application  and  performance  of  the  same  by  the 
Holy  Ghost,  where  are  you  ?     I  speak  to  those  of  you  who  know 
something  of  those  peculiar  exercises  of  the  children  of  God 
which  try  them  when  they  come  across  portions  which  appear 
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as  eo  many  commands  only  to  reveal  inability  to  obey  and 
helpleesness  to  comply,  and  seem  to  be  placed  in  the  Book  to 
distract  the  soul.  It  is  blessed  when  we  are  brought  to  experi- 
ence Rom.  viii.  2  :  "  For  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Christ 
Jesus  hath  made  me  free  from  the  law  of  sm  and  death."  It  is 
then  we  are  taught  the  glorious  tnith  that  "  God's  commandings 
are  God's  enablings,"  and  His  promises  will  prove  to  be  His  per- 
formances in  the  set  time  to  favour  Zion.  Look  still  further : 
'•  For,  behold,  I  will  shake  Mine  hand  upon  them,  and  they  shall 
be  a  spoil  to  their  servants :  and  ye  shall  know  that  the  LORD 
of  hosts  hath  sent  Me."  Who  is  the  person  here  speaking!  It 
is  the  LORD  of  hosts.  What  are  we  to  understand  by  this  ? 
That  this  teaches  neither  Unitarianism  nor  Socinianism.  Here 
one  Person  who  is  styled  JEHOVAH  of  hosts  says.  JEHOVAH 
of  hosts  hath  sent  Me.  We  can  only  undenstand  this  in  the  light 
of  that  glorious  truth  which  shines  from  the  heart  and  under- 
standing of  Isaiah,  as  recorded  in  his  sixth  chapter.  In  the 
temple  he  saw  the  glory  of  Christ  high  and  lifted  up.  That  it 
was  the  glory  of  Chiist  we  have  New  Testament  warrant  in 
John  xii.  39—41.  Isaiah  says,  ^*  And  one  (seraphim)  cried  unto 
another,  and  said.  Holy,  holy,  holy,  is  the  LORD  of  hosts." 
JEHOVAH,  thrice  holy.  The  Father  holy.  The  Son  holy- 
The  Spirit  holy.  JEHOVAH  the  Father,  JEHOVAH  the  Son, 
JEHO  V  AH  the  Holy  Ghost.  Yet,  marvellous  and  mysterious 
truth,  there  are  not  three,  but  one  JEHOVAH  in  His  uncreated 
and  undivided  essence.  JEHOVAH,  Three  in  One  and  One  in 
Three,  is  Holy.  Look  at  the  margin  :  *'  His  glory  is  the  fulness 
of  the  whole  earth."  God's  gloiy  is  His  elect  scattered  abroad 
among  all  nations  and  found  by  Him  among  all  people.  Israel 
is  His  glory  in  whom  He  will  reveal  and  manifest  tne  glory  of 
His  salvation  and  the  glory  of  His  grace.  JEHOVAH-JESUS 
is  the  Sent  of  the  Father  to  communicate  the  blessings  of  His 
grace  to  His  own  elect.  In  the  declaration  of  such  precious 
truths  as  these,  we  have  a  gracious  new  covenant  command 
in  the  words  of  our  text,  which  we  will  now  consider  in  the 
following  order : — 

I. — Thb  RBJOIOING — *<  Sing  and  rejoice,  0  daughter  of  Zion.** 

II. — ^The  reason  for  this  rejoicing — "  For,  lo,  I  come,  and 
I  will  dwell  in  the  midst  of  thee,  saith  the  LORD." 

IIL — ^TflE  RESULT  OF  His  COMING—"  And  many  nations  shall 
be  joined  to  the  LORD  in  that  day,  and  shall  be  My  people  : 
and  I  will  dwell  in  the  midst  of  thee,  and  thou  shalt  know  that 
the  LORD  of  hosts  hath  sent  Me  unto  thee." 

I. — ^The  rejoicing — "  Sing  and  rejoice,  0  daughter  of  Zion." 
Singing  songs  to  sad  hearts  is  out  solemn  mockery.  To  demand 
a  cheerful  song  from  a  captive  Zionite  is  to  add  insult  to  injurv. 
We  find  as  we  contemplate  the  various  parts  of  God's  most  Holy 
Word  by  the  guidance  of  God  the  ever-blessed  Spirit,  that  the 
greater  portion  ot  the  time  of  the  saint's  pil^mage  is  spent  in 
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sadness,  sorrow,  and  mourning.  0,  say  some  of  you,  that  is  not 
our  experience.  Well,  what  has  been  your  experience  spiritually 
during  the  past  week  t  I  do  not  wish  to  know  what  you  have 
gone  through  in  the  natural  course  of  events ;  but  what  has 
been  your  experience  spiritually  ?  Have  you  not  lived  much  in 
entire  forgetfulness  of  God,  of  His  tnith,  of  His  Christ,  and  of  His 
people  ?  The  very  nature  of  your  profession  or  occupation  has 
filled  your  mind  with  earthly  things,  and  a  moment's  reflection 
has  caused  sorrow  and  mourning.  At  times  you  can  say,  "  Whom 
have  I  in  heaven  but  Thee  ?  and  there  is  none  upon  earth  that 
I  desirebeside  Thee  "  (Psalm  Ixxiii.  25) ;  but  more  frequently  your 

Elaintive  cry  is  heard,  "  Why  hidest  Thou  Thy  face  from  me  ?  " 
F  you  have  any  religion  whatever  drawn  from  Himself  and 
communicated  by  Himself  in  the  very  spots  of  necessity  He  has 
created,  you  know  full  well  that  mercies  second-hand  will  not  do 
for  you.  The  testimony  from  the  preacher's  lips,  however  clear, 
sound,  and  Scriptural  it  may  be,  will  come  to  you  with  chilling 
and  freezing  effect,  except  it  be  brought  home  with  sovereign 
power  to  your  heart  by  the  Holy  Ghost.  If  you  have  been 
favoured  with  a  spiritual  apprehension  of  JEHOVAH'S  mind 
and  will  concerning  you,  I  will  be  bound  to  say  that  in  connec- 
tion therewith  you  have  experienced  more  of  sorrow  than  of  joy, 
more  of  darkness  than  of  Ught,  more  of  perplexity  than  of 
pleasure.  We  see  in  all  this  the  necessity  for  that  comfort 
wherewith  we  ourselves  are  comforted  of  God."  The  Father  is 
the  Comforter  of  His  soiTowing  children.  The  Son  is  the  Com- 
forter of  His  troubled  brethren.  The  Spirit  is  the  Comforter  of 
the  waiting  bride.  But  where  would  the  comfort  be  if  we  knew 
nothing  of  mourning  because  of  sin,  our  indwelling  corruptions, 
the  burden  of  the  flesh,  and  Satan's  temptations  ?  There  could 
be  none  whatever. 

*'  What  comfort  can  a  Saviour  bring 

To  those  who  never  felt  their  woe  / 
A  sinner  is  a  sacred  thing  ; 

The  Holj  Ghost  has  made  him  so. 
New  life  from  Him  we  must  receive 
Before  for  sin  we  rightly  grieve." 

But  the  precious  new  covenant  command  of  our  text  is, 

"  Sing  and  rejoice,  0  daughter  or  Zion."  What  is  Zion  ? 
Zion  is  that  favoured  spot  upon  which  JEHOVAH  has  pitched 
and  fixed  His  everlasting  and  unchanging  affection.  It  is  not 
for  us  to  look  at  Zion  naturally,  but  Zion  spiritually.  Over  Zion 
upon  earth,  the  cold  crescent  at  this  moment  waves,  and  the 
standard  of  the  infidel  is  unfurled.  Satan,  with  his  superstitions, 
idolatries,  and  delusions,  reigns  on  every  hand.  It  is  our  blessed 
privilege  to  stand  with  Paiu  upon  new  covenant  ground  and 
associate  with  those  who  are  Jews  indeed  and  in  truth.  Look 
at  Heb.  xii.  22 — ^24 :  "  But  ye  are  come  unto  Mount  Sion,  and 
unto  the  city  of  the  Uving  God,  the  heavenly  Jerusalem,  and  to 
an  innumerable  company  of  angels,  to  the  general^  assembly 
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and  Chnrch  of  the  firstborn,  which  are  written  in  heaven,  and 
to  God  the  judge  of  all,  and  to  the  spirits  of  just  men  made 
perfect,  and  to  Jesus  the  Mediator  of  the  new  covenant,  and  to 
the  blood  of  sprinkling,  that  speakoth  better  things  than  that  of 
Abel."  This  is  Zion,  the  perfection  of  beauty,  where  God 
reveals  Himself.  It  is  the  Church  of  the  living  God.  It  is  where 
the  spirits  of  just  men  appear  in  perfection,  even  the  perfection 
of  their  great  and  glorious  Heaa.  There  are  those  who  look 
upon  Zion  and  Israel  as  apart  altogether  from  the  Church  of 
God.  Such  are  perfectly  welcome  to  their  crude  and  carnal 
views ;  but  I  know  of  no  Zion  or  Israel  apart  from  the  Church, 
the  people,  the  elect,  the  redeemed  of  JEHOVAH.  All  who  ' 
are  identified  with  the  Mediator  of  the  covenant  on  Mount  Zion 
stand  on  new  covenant  ground,  having  departed  from  the  dark 
shades  of  Sinai,  where  nothing  is  heard  but  wrath  and  condem- 
nation. On  Zion  blessings  abound  to  the  elect  and  redeemed 
of  God  through  their  great  and  dorious  King,  a  precious  Christ. 
In  the  revelation  of  Christ  to  tne  soul  God's  covenant  com- 
mand goes  forth  with  power,  and  the  daughter  of  Zion  can- 
not but  sing  and  rejoice. 

But  why  this  singing  and  rejoicing  t  It  is  because  God  has 
graciously  communicated  the  fact  that  He  has  measured  out 
everything  for  me.  When  such  a  glorious  fact  is  revealed  to 
my  heart  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  I  must  rejoice.  Satan 
may  bring  in  dread  array  all  the  sins  of  my  past  Ufe,  he  may 
taunt  me  with  my  inability,  and  the  accursed  indifference  which 
ofktimes  seizes  me ;  but  when  my  Saviour  and  Deliverer  is 
revealed  to  the  eyes  of  my  spiritual  understanding,  I  ccwq  do 
nothing  but  rejoice  before  Him.  At  such  seasons  as  these  I  can 
glorify  God  in  the  fire  and  in  the  flood,  and  in  the  vale  of 
himdliation  when  I  am  blessed  with  the  sweet  assurance  that 
my  God  bas  designed  and  measured  all  for  me  and  none  against 
me.  If  God  in  covenant,  God  in  His  determination,  and  God 
in  His  dealings  be  for  us,  who  can  be  against  ust  In  the  reve- 
lation of  this  glorious  fact  I  hear  the  covenant  command  of  my 
God,  and  my  heart  rejoices  before  Him.  Look  stiU  farther.  He 
makes  Himself  known  to  me  as  my  Shelter  and  Defence :  He 
says,  "  I  will  be  a  wall  of  fire  round  about  her."  God  my  sal- 
vation is  Qt>d  my  security.  He  has  made  Himself,  in  His  attri- 
butes and  promises,  so  many  walls  and  bulwarks  round  about 
His  people,  over  which  neither  sin,  nor  Satan,  nor  hell,  nor 
death,  nor  curse,  nor  condemnation  can  ever  pass.  When  I  am 
brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  blessed  fact,  that  within  those 
sacred  botmds  of  His  own  appointing  and  fixing  I  stand  in 
imdisturbed  security  with  Him,  free  from  every  sin  with  which 
Satan  would  accuse  me,  free  from  every  condemnation  with 
which  he  would  scare  me,  free  from  every  accusation  with 
which  he  would  terrify  me,  how  can  1  refrain  from  giving 
thanks  to  the  Father  who  has  made  me  meet  to  be  a  partaker 
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of  the  mheritance  of  the  saints  in  light  t  What  light  is  that  ? 
**  Arise,  shine,  for  thy  light  is  come,  and  the  glory  of  the  LORD 
is  risen  upon  thee  "  (Isa.  Ix.  1).  Not  future ;  but  present.  See 
2  Cor.  iv.  6  :  **  For  God,  who  commanded  the  light  to  shine  out 
of  darkness,  hath  shined  into  ? "  No  1  *^  Hath  shined  in  our 
hearts,  to  give  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  ^lory  of  God 
in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ."  Blessed  with  a  glonous  defence 
around  us,  and  with  His  glorious  li^t  witmn  us,  we  must 
rejoice. 

But  look  still  further.  We  have  not  only  the  security,  but 
the  sympathy  of  JEHOVAH-JESUS.  "  He  that  toucheth  you 
toucheth  the  aj^ple  of  His  eye."  Here  human  sensitiveness  is 
brought  forth  to  illustrate  the  jealous  care  with  which  God 
watches  over  His  own  in  every  persecution  or  tribulation  they 
endure.  Turn  to  2  Thess.  i.  6 :  "  Seeing  it  is  a  righteous 
thing  with  God  to  recompense  tribulation  to  them  that  trouble 
you :  and  to  you  who  are  troubled  rest  with  us."  You  may 
depend  upon  it,  if  we  were  kept  in  remembrance  of  the  sym- 
pathy and  succour  flowing  from  the  compassionate  heart  of 
Jesus,  we  should  not  manifest  the  impatience  and  irritability  we 
are  conscious  of  sometimes.  0  what  a  kind,  gracious,  and 
loving  God  we  have !  He  has  reserved  to  Himself  the  gracious 
right  of  bearing  all  our  cares,  concerns,  and  anxieties.  Lord  I 
come  with  Thine  own  sweet  power  and  say  unto  my  soul, 
**  Cast  all  thy  care  upon  Me,  for  I  care  for  thee."  In  dwelling 
upon  this  rejoicing,  I  should  like  you  to  notice  that  precious 
covenant  command  in  Zeph.  iii.  14,  in  which  there  has  been  a 
sweetness  and  blessedness  to  my  soul  for  many  long  years: 
"  Sing,  0  daughter  of  Zion ;  shout,  0  Israel ;  be  glad  and 
rejoice  with  all  the  heart,  0  daughter  of  Jerusalem.  The  LORD 
hath  taken  away  thv  judgments."  Can  you  do  anything  else 
but  rejoice  when  the  Lord  makes  known  to  you  the  blessed 
fact  that  He  has  taken  away  your  judgment?  All  the  curse 
and  condemnation  due  to  us  carried  into  the  land  of  never- 
ending  forgetfulness,  thrown  into  the  sea  of  eternal  oblivion, 
cast  behind  God's  back  by  the  sufferings  and  death  of  the 
Surety  of  the  covenant,  who  endured  all  the  judgment,  con- 
demnation, curse  and  wrath  due  to  His  people.  In  the  commu- 
nication of  this  glorious  fact,  can  you  do  aught  else  but  rejoice  t 
Yes, 

*'  Dissolyed  by  such  goodnesii  I  &1I  to  the  ground, 
And  weep  to  the  praise  of  the  mercy  Pve  found." 

Why,  my  friend,  there  is  rejoicing  in  thy^  very  tears.  See  1  "  He 
hath  cast  out  thine  enemy.  0,  cries  some  sorrowing  soul,  '*  I 
wish  He  had."  But,  has  He  not  cast  out  thine  enemy  t  While 
Satan  was  within  and  held  undisputed  and  undisturbed  posses- 
sion of  thy  soul,  he  was  at  peace  with  you,  and  you  were  at 
peace  with  him.  You  were  on  good  terms  with  nim  and  he 
with  you*    There  was  no  trouble,  no  anxiety,  no  distress  of 
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aool  in  regard  to  spiritnal  and  eternal  realities  until  a  greater 
than  he,  even  onr  most  glorious  Christ,  came  and  drove  him 
oat  of  the  spot  he  had  so  long  usurped.  Until  the  set  time  of 
finTOur,  he  reiens  and  rules  in  the  hearts,  understandings,  affec- 
tions, and  wilk  of  elect  and  redeemed  sinners ;  but  when  Christ 
oomee  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  casts  out  the  usurper  and 
takes  his  place,  he  can  never  enter  there  again.  Some  of  you 
may  object,  saying,  "  I  feel  him  in  me  daily."  You  fancy  you 
do,  but  let  me  assure  you  it  is  not  so.  If  Christ  is  in  you,  Satan 
will  not  let  you  alone.  You  will  feel  his  accursed  injections, 
his  hellish  insinuations,  his  fierce  temptations  working  upon 
your  fledily  and  carnal  nature ;  but  the  idea  of  Satan  being  in 
a  regenerated  child  of  God  is  contrary  to  the  mind  and  will  of 
JEHOVAH  the  Father,  to  the  redeeming  work  of  JEHOVAH 
the  Son,  and  to  the  grace  and  indwelling  of  JEHOVAH  the 
Spirits  He  can  never  take  possession  again  ;  but,  as  assuredly 
88  he  18  dethroned  and  cast  out,  and  the  Christ  of  God,  whose 
sweet  company  is  the  only  source  of  true  delight  to  you,  is  set 
up  in  your  affections,  Satan  will  harass  you  with  hurling  many 
a  fiery  dart  at  you,  distress  you  with  many  an  accusation,  find 
worry  you  with  many  a  fit  of  unbelief  and  rebellion.  But 
when  the  precious  communication  is  made  to  your  exercised 
qnrit,  that  there  is  no  condemnation  to  you,  and  that  your 
enemy,  God's  enemy,  Christ's  enemy,  is  cast  out,  you  cannot  but 
rejoice.  "  The  King  of  Israel,  even  the  LORD  is  in  the  midst 
of  thee :  thou  shalt  not  see  evil  any  more."  No  more  ?  That 
is  Kke  the  old  fellow  who  thanked  God  for  the  end  of  the  week, 
saying,  **The  troubles,  trials,  and  temptations  will  never  be 
encountered  again,  the  evil  of  them  I  shall  see  no  more  for 
snrer."  That  is  covenant  communication  and  covenant  rejoicing. 

"  Rejoice,  ye  samto,  in  every  state, 
IMvine  decrees  remain  unmoved  ; 
No  turns  of  Providence  abate 
God^s  care  for  those  He  once  has  loved." 

We  now  come  to  notice — 

IL — The  reason  for  this  rejoicing — "For,  lo,  1  come, 
and  1  will  dwell  in  the  midst  of  thee,  saith  the  LORD."  The 
coming  of  the  Bridegroom  to  the  bride  is  the  joy  and  rejoicing 
of  her  neart.  We  will  notice  a  few  instances  of  JEHOVAH'S 
coming  to  His  people  daring  the  Old  Testament  dispensation. 
We  love  a  coming  God,  bnt  we  do  not  like  a  going  God.  We 
love  the  revelation  of  God  to  ns  and  in  us.  His  nature  is  to 
oome  to  ns.  Our  nature  is  to  go  from  Him.  Mark  you,  I  am  not 
now  epeaking  of  the  Divine  nature  manifest  in  regeneration, 
but  of  our  nature  derived  from  Adam  the  first.  According  to 
that  natore,  we  diall  get  as  far  .away  as  we  possibly  can  from 
God.  In  connection  with  this  subject  I  have  seen  and  enjoyed 
spir^ual  profit^  blessedness,  and  comfort  from  the  third 
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chapter  of  Genesis  than  ever  I  have  heard  from  the  pulpit,  or 
seen  from  the  press.  The  glory  of  God's  Gospel  is  set  before 
us  in  that  chapter.  It  is  invariably  quoted  to  prove  the  fall  of 
man,  the  utter  degeneracy  of  human  nature,  the  complete  ruin 
entailed  by  Adam  upon  his  posterity,  and  the  reign  of  death  and 
destruction  upon  the  earth.  But  upon  new  covenant  ground, 
with  God's  light  thrown  upon  it,  1  see  something  higher  and 
more  glorious  than  all  this.  I  do  see  Adam  and  Eve  plunged 
in  the  depths  of  the  fall ;  but  I  see  also  a  covenant  God  coming! 
coming  I  coming  I  Seeking !  seeking  1  seeking  1  Saving! 
saving  1  saving  I  The  guilty  pair  heara  the  voice  of  the  LORI) 
God  walking  m  the  cool  of  the  day,  and  hid  themselves  behind 
the  trees  of  the  garden.  The  Voice  of  JEHOVAH  found  them 
in  their  hiding  place,  and  drew  from  Adam  the  confession  of  his 
sin,  and  guilt,  and  shame.  He  then  proclaimed  salvation  full 
and  free  through  the  bniising  of  the  heel  of  the  seed  of  the 
woman,  and  the  utter  destruction  of  Satan's  powerful  designs 
against  His  Church  and  people.  Then  we  come  to  that  glorious 
last  verse,  **  So  He  drove  out  the  man."  Drove  him  out  of  his 
eai])thly  Eden  to  find  in  Him  a  heavenlv  home.  This  is  true  in 
the  experience  of  every  elect  vessel  of  mercy  in  every  spot 
where  he  would  feather  his  nest,  make  earth  delightful,  or  seek 
the  comforts  of  home  at  the  expense  of  God's  glory.  He 
drives  out  elect  men  only  to  bnng  them  into  the  land  of 
spiritual  promise,  there  to  reveal  to  them  the  love  of  his  heart, 
tne  riches  of  His  grace,  and  the  blessings  of  His  everlasting 
covenant.  , 

*'  io,  1  coine  !  "  is  the  cry  of  the  Surety  of  the  new  covenant 
the  Person  who  speaks  in  our  text.  Look  at  Him  in  His 
coming  to  Abram,  as  recorded  in  Gen.  xv.  1.  *'  After  these 
things."  After  the  din  of  war  and  the  clash  of  arms.  •* After 
these  things  the  Word  of  the  LORD  came  unto  Abram  in  a 
vision,  saying.  Fear  not,  Abram,  I  am  thy  Shield,  and  thy 
exceeding  great  Reward."  This  is  none  other  than  the  Cove- 
•nanting  Word  (Hag.  ii.  5) ;  the  Word  of  the  LORD  by  whom 
the  heavens  were  made  (Psa.  xxxiii.  6) ;  the  communicating 
Word  to  all  the  election  of  grace.  He  came  to  counsel  and 
comfort  Abram  in  a  time  of  i^iritual  darkness  and  necessity. 
You  see  Him  again  coming  ana  communing  with  Abraham  m 
Gen.  xviii. ;  but  in  the  last  verse  we  are  told,  '*  the  LORD 
went  His  way,  as  soon  as  He  had  left  communing  with  Abra- 
ham ;  and  Abraham  returned  unto  his  place,"  which  was  one 
of  bitterness,  dreariness,  and  discontent. 

*'  Loy  1  come  !  "  This  was  fact  when  Israel  was  in  €i£9[iction, 
bondage,  and  oppression  in  Egypt.  He  heard  their  cry,  com- 
municated His  mind  to  Moses  in  Horeb.  He  then  visited  His 
oppressed  people  and  made  Himself  known  to  them  in  His 
judgments  upon  their  oppressors.  He  redeemed  them  by  a 
mighty  hand,  guided  them  through  their  wilderness  wanderings, 
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in  the  midst  of  which  He  gave  to  Moses  a  design  for  the  taber- 
nacle in  which  He  would  reveal  Himself  to  Israel,  His  covenant 
people,  in  the  shekinah  above  the  mercy-seat.  To  Moses  He 
said,  "  And  there  I  will  meet  with  thee,  and  I  will  commune 
with  thee  from  above  the  mercy-seat,  from  between  the  two 
chembims  which  are  upon  the  ark  of  the  testimony,  of  all 
thinee  which  I  will  give  thee  in  commandment  unto  the 
chil(&en  of  Israel "  (Exod.  xxv.  22).  In  every  part  and  par- 
tictdar  of  the  tabernacle,  it  matters  not  how  minute  or  insig- 
nificant it  may  appear,  we  have  a  lively  type  of  the  sacred 
and  sinless  humanity  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 
See  how  He  is  revealed  in  John  i.  14 :  "  And  the  Word  was 
made  flesh  and  dwelt  among  us,"  or,  as  it  may  be  legitimately 
rendered,  ^^tabernacled  among  us''  This  was  the  tabernacle 
which  the  Lord  pitched  and  not  man.  The  tabernacle  in  the 
wilderness  was  typical  of  the  pre-ordained  One  who  should 
come,  typical  of  that  great  and  glorious  JEHOVAH- JESUS 
whose  goings  forth  from  the  days  of  eternity  have  been  for 
Ae  glory  of  His .  Father  and  for  the  eternal  salvation  of  His 
people.  That  He  should  come  we  have  the  testimony  of  Jacob 
m  Gen.  xlix.  10 :  "  The  sceptre  shall  not  depart  from  Judah, 
nor  a  lawgiver  from  between  his  feet,  until  Shiloh  come."  This 
is  Zion's  Peacemaker,  the  Prince  of  peace  and  unto  Him  shall 
the  gathering  of  the  elect  tribes  of  Israel  be. 

Turn  with  me  to  Psalm  xl.  6,  7.  Here  we  have  the  Lord 
Jesus  Chriit  speaking :  "  Sacrifice  and  offering  Thou  didst  not 
desire :  Mine  ears  hfiSt  Thou  opened."  This  has  reference,  no 
doubt,  to  Exod.  xxi.  6,  where  tne  faithful  servant  is  represented 
as  having  his  ear  bored  to  the  door  post,  thus  signifying  that  he 
would  serve  his  master  for  ever  and  would  not  go  out  free. 
•*  Burnt  offering  and  sin  offering  hast  Thou  not  required.  Then 
said  I,  Lo,  I  come :  in  the  volume  of  the  Book  it  is  written  of 
Me."  Now  turn  to  Heb.  x.  5—10 :  **  Wherefore  when  He 
cometh  into  the  world,  He  saith.  Sacrifice  and  offering  Thou 
wouldeet  not,  but  a  body  hast  Thou  prepared  Me:  in  burnt 
offeringjs  and  sacrifices  for  sin  Thou  hast  had  no  pleasure.  Then 
said  I,  liO,  I  come  (in  the  volume  of  the  Book  it  is  written  of 
Me)  to  do  Thy  will,  0  God.  Above  when  He  said.  Sacrifice 
and  offering,  and  burnt  offerings  and  offering  for  sin  Thou 
wonldest  not,  neither  hadst  pleasure  therein ;  which  are  offered 
bv  the  law ;  then  said  He,  Lo,  I  come  to  do  Thy  will,  0  God. 
He  taketh  away  the  first  that  He  may  establish  the  second.  By 
the  which  will  we  are  sanctified  through  the  offering  of  the  body 
of  Jesus  Christ  once  for  all"  ONCE,  never  to  be  repeated. 
ONCE,  and  for  ever.  Our  text  this  morning  is  a  glorious 
prophecy  of  the  coming  in  the  flesh  of  our  blessed  Lord  and 
Saviour.  It  is  a  wondrous  prophecy  of  His  mysterious  incarna- 
tion. The  necessity  for  this  marvellous  act  of  condescension  on 
the  part  of  JEHOVAH  the  eternal  Word  is  seen  in  the4emand 

..tizedbyCiOOgle 


46  GROVE  CHAPEL  PULPIT. 

of  God's  righteous  law  for  perfect  obedience  thereto,  and  in  the 
event  of  failure  for  perfect  satisfaction.  .  These  demands  bring 
to  light  the  inability  of  the  sinner  to  obey,  and  his  unwillingness 
to  suffer,  which  could  only  be  in  the  pains  of  hell  for  ever.  From 
the  bosom  of  the  Father  the  God-Man  came,  according  to  the 
promise,  "  Lo,  I  come,  and  I  will  dwell  in  the  midst  of  thee.'* 
Who  can  sound  forth  the  love  of  JEHOVAH-JESUS  in  taking 
upon  Himself  to  deliver  elect  man  and  not  abhorring  the  virgin's 
womb?  As  Man  He  suffered.  As  God  He  satisfied.  As  the 
God-Man  Mediator  of  His  Church  and  people,  He  obeyed  God  s 
law  perfectly,  and  satisfied  its  claims  supremely.  As  bone  of 
our  bone,  and  flesh  of  our  flesh,  during  a  life  of  suffering  here 
upon  earth.  He  learned  how  to  sympathise  truly  with  His  tried 
and  tempted  brethren,  and  how  to  come  with  His  succour  to 
the  very  spots  of  necessity  appointed  for  them  in  their  Father's 
will.  Again  and  again  He  comes  just  where  His  people  are  in 
the  experience  of  the  weight  of  their  sins,  the  burden  of  their 
anxietieS)  the  crushing  nature  of  their  cares,  and  the  over- 
whelming power  of  Satan's  temptations.  It  matters  not  what 
their  circumstances  and  sorrows  may  be,  in  the  time  appointed 
of  the  Father,  the  faithful  Servant  of  the  covenant  is  nigh  at 
hand  to  bless  with  His  salvation,  sympathy,  and  succour.  In  the 
days  of  His  flesh  He  was  ready  to  cast  out  a  leffion  of  devils 
from  one,  the  veiy  perfection  of  devilry  from  anomer,  as  in  the 
case  of  Mary  Magdalene,  or  a  raving  and  tearing  devil  from  a 
child  of  whom  it  is  said,  "  And  as  he  was  yet  a  coming  the  devil 
threw  him  down,  and  tare  him  "  (Luke  ix.  42).  You  all  know 
that  beautiful  incident  in  the  parable  of  the  Good  Samaritan, 
when  religion  and  education  could  do  nothing  for  the  poor 
wretch  who  lay  stripped,  wounded,  and  half  dead,  the 
"  Samaritan  as  he  journeyed,  came  where  he  was :  and  when  he 
saw  him,  he  had  compassion  on  him,  and  went  to  hiniy  and  bound 
up  his  wounds,  pouring  in  oil  and  wine,  and  set  him  on  his  own 
beast,  and  brought  him  to  an  inn,  and  took  care  of  him  "  (Luke 
X.  33,  34).  Blessed  be  the  name  of  our  JEHOVAH-JESUS  I 
Of  Him  we  can  sing  with  rejoicing  spirits, 

"  In  every  pang  that  rends  the  heart, 
The  Man  of  sorrows  bears  a  part ; 
He  sympathises  with  the  grief, 
And  beinos  the  buppkrino  saint  relief.'* 

This  is  not  all.  His  promise  was  that  He  would  not  only  come 
to  His  people  in  the  days  of  His  flesh,  but,  "  I  will  dwell  in  the 
midst  of  thee."  These  are  cheering  and  encouraging  words 
to  Zion  that  dwells  with  the  daughter  of  Babylon,  to  Zion  in 
captivity,  to  Zion  crushed  under  the  galling  yoke  of  the 
oppressor,  to  Zion  mourning  over  her  weakness  and  un worthi- 
ness. Zion,  whom  no  man  seeketh  after,  is  here  blessed. with 
the  promise  of  her  seeking  God.  Of  Him  it  is  said,  "  Thou  shalt 
arise  and  have  mercy  upon  Zion:  for  the  time  to  favour  her, 
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Jea,  the  set  time  iu  come  "  (Psa.  cii.  13).  Of  Jier  He  could  say, 
y  the  pen  of  His  servant  David,  "  For  the  LORD  hath  chosen 
Zion  ;  He  hath  desired  it  for  His  habitation.  This  is  My  rest  for 
ever;  here  will  I  dwell:  for  I  have  desired  it"  (Psa.  cxxxii.  13, 
14).  It  is  a  glorious  privilege  when  we  are  taken,  amid  all  our 
cares  and  anxieties,  to  rest  our  weary  heads  in  the  bosom  of 
everlasting  love.  Our  rest  is  sweet  and  precious  in  the  person 
of  a  covenant  God  in  Christ.  But  what  must  the  rest  of 
JEHOVAH  bet  See!  "His  rest  shall  be  glorious"  (Isa.  xi. 
10).  Where  is  the  rest  of  a  covenant  God  in  Christ  ?  It  is  the 
heaving  bosom,  the  anxious  spirit,  the  broken  heart  of  an  elect 
vessel  of  mercy.  Think  of  that !  The  great  JEHOVAH 
dwelling  with  and  in  elect  and  redeemed  sinners.  "  For  ye  are 
the  temple  of  the  Uving  God :  as  God  hath  said,  I  will  dwell  in 
them,  and  walk  in  them ;  and  I  will  be  their  God,  and  they 
shall  be  My  people  "  (2  Cor.  vi.  16). 

Turn  now  with  me  to  that  wonderful  declaration  in  Isa. 
xlviii.  16:  "Come  ye  near  unto  Me,  hear  ye  this;  I  have 
not  spoken  in  secret  from  the  beginning;  from  the  time 
that  it  was,  there  am  I ;  and  now  the  Lord  GOD,  and  His  Spirit 
hath  sent  Me."  The  correct  rendering  of  this  is,  '^And  now  the 
Lard  GOD  liath  sent  Me  and  His  Spirit^  JEHOVAH-JESUS 
was  sent  by  the  Father  to  accomplish  the  salvation  of  Zion.  He 
came,  and  returned  to  render  a  faithful  account  of  His  service. 
JEHOVAH  THE  SPIRIT  was  sent  to  testify  of  the  Father's 
Christ  and  to  reveal  Him  in  the  experiences  of  His  suffering 
brethren,  bringing  th&m  into  blessed  association  with  the  Man 
of  sorrows,  to  feel  their  helplessness  and  nothingness,  and  to  find 
in  Him  sJl  the  treasures  of  covenant  grace  and  mercy  as  their 
refreshment  in  time  and  their  rejoicing  throughout  eternity. 
Let  us  now  briefly  notice, — 

III. — The  result  of  His  oomng — "And  many  nations 
shall  be  joined  to  the  LORD  in  that  day,  and  shall  be  My 
people :  and  I  will  dwell  in  the  midst  of  thee,  and  thou  shalt 
know  that  the  LORD  of  hosts  hath  sent  Me  unto  thee."  This  was 
folfilled  in  part  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  as  recorded  in  Acts  ii.  5 — 
11.  Out  of  every  nation  under  heaven  elect  ones  were  gathered 
by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  to  the  person  of  Jesus,  God-Man, 
Sovereign  Ruler  over  all.  From  this  time,  until  time  shall  be  no 
longer,  the  promise  of  Christ  shall  be  fulfilled  in  every  spot  of  the 
habitable  parts  of  God's  earth,  "  For  where  two  or  three  are 
gathered  together  in  My  name,  there  am  I  in  the  midst  of  them  " 
^Matt.  xviiL  20).  Not  onlv  to  Zion  collectively,  but  to  Zion 
individuallv.  It«  truth  shall  be  verified  in  the  assembly  of  the 
aaiots  in  the  congregation  of  the  faithful  as  they  listen  to  the 
declarations  of  God's  sent  servant,  and  as  they  hang  upon  the 
lim  of  God^s  faithful  ministers  for  personal  instruction  and 
edification  that  there  may  be  the  individual  realisation  of  that 
truth,  "Christ  in  you  the  Hope  of  glory"  (Col.  i.  27)^   If  He 
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dwells  in  our  hearts  by  faith,  it  will  be  our  blessed  privilege  to 
join  in  the  song  of  the  redeemed, — 

"  Thou  art  worthy  to  take  the  book,  and  to  open  the 

SEALS    thereof  :   FOR    ThOU   WAST    SLAIN,  AND  HAST  REDEEMED  US 

TO  God  by  Thy  blood,  out  of  every  kindred,  and  tongue,  and 

PEOPLE,   AND   NATION  ;   AND  HAST    MADE    US    UNTO   OUR   GOD  KINGS 
AND  PRIESTS  :   AND  WE  SHALL  REIGN  ON  THE  EARTH  "  (Rev.  V.  9,  10). 

May  the  Lord  add  His  blessing  for  His  name's  sake.    Amen. 


HYMN. 

In  songs  of  sablime  adoration  and  pcaise. 

Ye  pilgrims,  for  Sion  who  press, 
Break  forth,  and  extol  the  great  Ancient  of  days, 

His  rich  and  distinguishing  grace. 

His  love,  from  eternity,  fixed  upon  you, 

Broke  forth  and  discovered  iU  flame, 
When  each  with  the  cords  of  His  kindness  He  drew. 

And  brought  you  to  love  His  great  Name. 

Oh  1  had  He  not  pitied  the  state  you  were  in, 

Your  bosoms  His  love  had  ne*er  felt ; 
You  all  would  have  lived,  would  have  died  too,  in  sin, 

And  sunk  with  tiie  load  of  your  guilt. 

What  was  there  in  you  that  could  merit  esteem  ? 

Or  give  the  Creator  delight  ? 
'Twas  "  Even  so,  Father  1     you  ever  must  sing, 

••  Because  it  seemed  good  in  Thy  sight." 

'Twas  all  of  Thy  grace  we  were  brought  to  obey  ! 

While  others  were  suffered  to  go 
The  road  which  by  nature  we  chose  as  our  way. 

Which  leads  to  the  regions  of  woe. 

Then  give  all  the  glory  to  His  holy  name, 

To  Him  all  the  glory  belongs  ; 
Be  yours  the  high  joy  still  to  sound  forth  Hib  fame, 

And  crown  Him  in  each  of  your  songs. — Keith. 
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THE    LORD    BLESS    THEE." 


%   Sermon 


Phkaohed  IK  Obotk  Chapel,  Gikbbbwbll,  on  Sunday  Mobnimo, 
Dbcejibek  29th,  1878,  by 

THOMAS  BRADBURY. 


"The  LORD  blew  thee,  and  keep  thee  : 

"  The  LORD  make  His  face  shine  upon  thee,  and  be  gracious  unto  thee. 
"  The  LORD  lift  up  His  countenance  upon  thee,  and  give  thee  peace." — Num. 
▼i.  24—26. 

IN  the  portion  I  have  read  as  mv  text,  JEHOVAH  reveals 
His  CQveDant  relationship  to  His  people  Israel  as  a  God 
opening  His  hand  to  satisfy  the  wants  of  all  things  living  in 
His  kingdom,  and  to  fill  with  plenteousness  those  hungering  souls 
who  are  brought  to  hang  upon  His  bounty,  and  to  depend 
solely  upon  His  distribution  of  the  provisions  of  His  grace. 

Several  times  it  has  been  mj  lot  to  set  before  you  the 
peculiar  characteristic  of  each  division  of  the  Pentateuch  or  five 
books  of  Moses,  which  really  means,  one  book  in  five.  GENESIS 
reveals  God  electing  and  separating  to  Himself  a  people  whom 
He  would  redeem  to  Himself,  keep  by  His  power,  ana  preserve 
amid  all  the  dangers  and  distresses  of  their  wilderness  wander- 
ings. A  chosen  people  to  be  near  to  Him,  according  to  that 
Erecious  declaration  m  Psalm  cxlviii.  14 :  "  He  also  exalteth  the 
oni  of  His  people,  the  praise  of  all  His  saints;  even  of  the 
children  of  Israel,  a  people  near  unto  him.^^  This  people,  in  His 
own  good  providence,  and  by  the  guidance  of  His  Spirit,  to  be 
brought  into  close  association,  communion,  and  fellowship  with 
Him. 

Exodus  reveals  God  redeeming  His  elect  people.  A  people 
elected  must  be  a  people  redeemed.  Election  is  the  certain 
forenmner  of  redemption.  In  this  book  we  see  Israel  re- 
deemed by  the  mighty  band  and  outstretched  arm  of 
JEHOVAH.  Redeemed  wholly  in  and  by  Himself.  But  these 
redeemed  ones  must  be  brought  to  bow  m  profoimd  reverence 
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and  worship  before  Him.  The  means  for  brin^g  this  about 
are  all  in  His  own  hands,  to  be  wrought  according  to  His  own 
pattern,  plan,  and  purpose.  Toward  the  close  of  Exodus  you 
will  see  repeated  again  and  again,  "As  the  LORD  commanded 
Moses,"  ana,  "Thus  did  Moses :  according  to  all  that  the  LORD 
commanded  him,  so  did  he."  The  tabernacle  was  raised  in 
which  the  glory  of  JEHOVAH  was  revealed.  His  blessing 
pronounced,  and  His  mercies  dispensed  to  Israel  through  their 
representative,  the  great  high  priest. 

Leviticus  reveals  an  elect  and  redeemed  people  worship- 
ping, a  people  entering  into  His  gates  with  thanks^ving,  and 
into  His  courts  with  praise.  Worship  and  service  is  here  set 
forth  on  the  ground  of  accomplished  redemption.  As  we 
contemplate  the  rich  and  sovereim  grace  of  God  as  revealed 
in  the  tabernacle  service,  and  in  me  various  offerings  presented 
to  us  at  the  commencement  of  this  book,  we  cannot  but 
admire  the  combination  of  wisdom  and  love  in  the  way  He  has 
made  for  the  introduction  of  His  people  into  His  presence  and 
for  the  enjoyment  of  Himself.  I  wisn  you  to  notice  the  order 
of  the  offerings  as  they  are  revealed  in  the  opening  chapters. 
God  begins  with  the  burnt  offering.  We  would  begin  with 
the  trespass  offering.  Every  sinner  who  is  awakened  to  a  sense 
of  His  smnership  tries  to  settle  matters  with  his  trespasses  and  sins. 
He  would  deal  with  the  fruit  of  the  tree  and  not  with  the  root. 
Sin  in  the  act  thereof,  and  not  sin  in  the  flesh.  Vain  man 
would  begin  with  himself  and  not  with  God,  with  the  creature 
and  not  with  the  Creator.  But  it  has  pleased  God  in  the 
opening  up  of  the  riches  of  His  grace  to  show  unto  us  how  He 
can  meet  poor,  wretched,  hell-deserving  sinners  whom  He  loves, 
on  ^ound  Divinely  appointed  and  prepared.  In  the  burnt 
offenng  we  see  a  whole  Christ  presented  to  the  Father,  No 
dividing  of  the  parts  here.  No  breast  and  shoulder  for  the 
priests,  but  a  whole  Christ  for  the  Father's  heart.  All  that 
Christ  is,  was,  or  shall  be,  in  the  estimation  of  the  Father,  is 
there  presented  to  Him.  In  the  second  chapter  we  have  the 
meat  offering,  in  which  God  begins  with  details  as  to  the  wants 
and  necessities  of  His  people.  In  the  fine  flour  mingled  with  oil 
we  have  the  sinless  person,  character,  and  obedience  of  Jesus  for 
His  people.  Yes,  here  we  have  a  beautiful  type  of  the  sacred 
humanity  of  our  blessed  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  produced 
by  the  miraculous  operation  of  God  the  ever^blessed  Spirit  in 
the  womb  of  the  vir^n.  In  the  order  of  time  He  was  set  apart 
by  the  Holy  Anointmg  Oil  being  poured  upon  Him,  as  we  see 
in  the  account  of  His  baptism  at  the  Jordan.  In  all  this  we 
see  spotless  righteousness  provided  for  all  those  who  have 
access  to  the  Father  through  the  Surety  of  the  everlasting 
covenant.  The  fourth  chapter  reveals  the  peace  offering. 
"  Peace  with  God  through  Jesus  Chiist  our  Lord"  (Rom.  v.  1). 
The  fourth  chapter  describes  the  sin  offering.     In  this  we  see 
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all  qaestioDfi  of  sin  disposed  of  between  a  wonihipping  people 
and  their  God.  The  fifth  chapter  gives  an  account  of  the 
treq>a88  offering,  in  which  the  eye  of  faith  beholds  every 
transgression,  sin,  and  iniquity,  met  and  answered  by  the  one 
offering,  sacrifice,  and  oblation  of  our  great  and  glorious  Lord. 
We  then  come  to  the  law  of  the  peace  offering  (chap.  vii. 
28 — 34),  in  which  we  see  trae  worshippers  enjoying  **  the  peace 
of  God  which  passeth  all  understanaing."  They  feed  upon 
the  breast  which  sets  forth  the  everlasting  love  and  unchanging 
affection  of  JEHOVAH  to  His  people.  They  also  feed  upon 
the  shoulder,  which  signifies  His  irresistible  power.  In  the 
spiritual  understanding  of  this  the  true  spiritual  worahippers  of 
JEHOVAH  can  sing,— 

*'  This  God  is  the  GKxi  we  adore, 

Our  faithfal,  anchangeable  Friend  ; 
His  loTe  is  as  great  as  His  power, 
And  neither  knows  measure  nor  end." 

Numbers  reveals  an  elect,  redeemed,  and  worshipping 
people,  warring  and  wandering.  And  here  we  see  how  well 
adapted  are  all  the  revelations  of  the  God  of  all  grace  to  the 
peculiar  circumstances,  temptations,  and  trials  through  which 
His  children  must  pass  in  the  wilderness.  Commands,  in- 
junctions, and  instructions  abound  in  Exodus  and  Leviticus, 
but  the  moment  the  children  of  Israel  are  called  to  march  and 
to  conflict  at  God's  command,  Aaron  and  his  sons  (lively  types 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ)  appear  pronouncing  the  blessing  of 
Israel's  Three-One  God.  Blessings  must  abound  wherever  the 
great  King-Priest  appears  for  His  people,  according  to  that 
precious  verse  by  Dr.  Watts, — 

"  Blessings  ahonnd  where'er  He  reigns, 
The  prisoner  leaps  to  loose  his  chains, 
The  weary  find  et^nal  rest, 
And  all  the  sons  of  want  are  blest." 

In  Numbers  we  see  a  people  marching  according  to 
covenant  command,  Divine  arrangement  and  guidance.  Aaron 
appears  in  his  priestly  dress  at  the  head  of  all  Israel,  and 
declares  the  mind,  will,  purpose,  and  good  pleasure  of 
JEHOVAH  concerning  those  whom  He  had  signalized  fits  His 
own  pecuUar  property,  separated  from  all  the  nations  of  the 
earth,  and  blessed  them  with  the  power  and  preciousness  of  His 
presence  in  their  midst. 

At  every  step  we  see  Aaron  in  his  priestly  character,  a  type 
of  our  Great  High  Priest.  He  treads  the  hallowed  precincts  of 
the  tabernacle  on  the  ground  of  accomplished  and  accepted 
atonement.  Within  the  veil  he  appears  with  the  blood  of  bulls 
and  of  calves,  sprinkling  the  same  upon  and  before  the  mercy- 
seat.  Upon  the  mercynseat  to  show  that  all  God's  requirements 
were  met  and  answered,  and  before  the  same  to  show  that  by 
blood-shedding   there  was  Divinely  appointed  and  prepared 
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ground  upon  which  elect,  redeemed,  and  regenerate  smners 
can  meet  with  a  just  and  holy  God  with  the  sweet  experience 
of  EUs  peace  which  passeth  all  understanding,  and  which  keeps 
or  garrisons  the  heart  and  mind  in  the  knowledge  and  love  of 
Him.  In  this  sixth  chapter  of  Numbers  Aaron  appears  as  the 
representative  of  a  separated  people.  Nazarites,  indeed,  in 
fellowship  with  their  God,  Guardian,  and  Guide.  As  God's 
representative  to  them,  as  the  pronouncer  of  JEHOVAH'S 
blessings,  as  the  communicator  of  His  gracious  mind  and  will, 
love,  and  affections,  he  turns  and  blesses  the  children  of  Israel, 
saying,  **  The  LORD  bless  thee,  and  keep  thee :  the  LORD 
make  His  face  shine  upon  thee,  and  be  gracious  unto  thee : 
the  LORD  lift  up  His  countenance  upon  thee,  and  give  thee 
peace. 

It  is  our  blessed  privilege  this  morning  to  consider  the  first 
of  this  string  of  new  covenant  blessings,  and  in  doing  so  we  will 
notice  God's  precision  and  decision  in  all  matters  pertaining  to 
the  revelation  of  Himself  to  His  people.  Look  at  the  22nd  and 
23rd  verses :  **  And  the  LORD  spake  unto  Moses,  saying.  Speak 
unto  Aaron  and  unto  his  sons,  saying.  On  this  wise  ye  shall  bless 
tJie  children  of  Israel."  Here  you  see  how  particular  God  is  in 
the  injunctions  He  lays  upon  His  people.  "  On  this  wiae;'^  not 
according  to  any  decree,  determination,  or  decision  of  the  elders 
or  leaders  of  the  people,  but  according  to  God's  rule,  God's 
Word,  and  God's  Spirit,  the  children  shaU  be  taught  and  blessed. 
To  a  people  loved  with  nn  everlasting  love,  chosen  of  God  and 
to  God,  redeemed  by  precious  blood,  and  accepted  in  the 
Beloved,  there  can  no  curse  be  found.  Satan  may  curse,  the 
world  may  curse,  Rome  may  curse,  and  hypocrites  may  curse,  but 
all  their  curses  combined  affect  not  the  Israel  of  God.  That  is 
gloriously  true  which,  through  the  sovereign  power  of  God  the 
Holy  Ghost,  fell  from  the  lips  of  Balaam  the  false  prophet,  and 
was  wrung  from  the  disappointed  spirit  of  Balak.  See  Num. 
xxiii.  11,20 — 23:  "And  Balak  said  unto  Balaam,  What  hast 
thou  done  unto  met  I  took  thee  to  curse  mine  enemies,  and, 
behold,  thou  hast  blessed  them  altogether."  But  listen  to  the 
glorious  declaration  of  Balaam :  *•  Behold,  I  have  received  com- 
mandment to  bless :  and  He  hath  blessed;  and  I  cannot  reverse 
it.  He  hath  not  beheld  iniquity  in  Jacob,  neitiier  hath  He  seen 
perverseness  in  Israel:  the  LORD  his  God  is  with  him,  and  the 
shout  of  a  king  is  among  them.  *  Surely  there  is  no  enchant- 
ment against  Jacob,  neither  is  there  any  divination  against 
Israel :  according  to  this  time  it  shall  be  said  of  Jacob  and  of 
Israel,  What  ham  God  wrought!"  Mark  you,  it  is  not,  What 
hath  Israel  wrought  t  but,  "What  hath  God  wrought  !**  It  is 
our  blessed  privilege  to  worship  that  same  promising  and  per- 
forming Qoa  within  these  walls,  and  that  according  to  Divinely- 
appointed  order.  Order?  Yes,  even  that  whirfiHe  maintains 
by  the  power  of  the  Holy  G4ioBt  in  the  experience  of  our  hearts. 
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B^  the  rerdation  of  the  demands  of  His  righteous  law,  He  bring^ 
Big  people  to  a  feeling  conviotion  of  their  inability,  helplesBness, 
and  impoteney,  whioh  shuts  them  out  from  all  hope  of  ever  per- 
forming anything  whereby  they  shall  obtain  His  favour  or 
i^rovmg  ttuile.  But,  bemg  shut  out  from  every  fleshly  hope, 
they  are  shut  up  to  the  one  glorious  Hope,  even  the  revelation  of 
a  precious  Christ  performmg  all  things  necessary  for  their 
acceptance  with  God,  their  safe  conduct  to  glory,  and  their 
enjoyment  of  His  presence  and  company  throughout  a  never- 
ending  eternity.  This  is  in  accordance  with  the  various  declar- 
ations of  Goas  mind  and  the  experiences  of  His  children 
recorded  in  His  blessed  Book.  See  I  **  He  petformtth  the  thing 
that  is  appointed  far  me  "  (Job  xxiii.  14).  **  1  will  cry  unto  God 
most  High;  unto  God  that  perfofnneth  all  things  for  fiw"  (Psa. 
IviL  2).  "LORD,  Thou  hast  wrou^t  all  cwir  works  in  us" 
(Isa.  xxvi.  12).  **  It  is  God  which  worketh  in  you  both  to  will 
and  to  do  of  His  good  pleasure  "  (Phil.  ii.  13).  For  mjr  stand- 
ing before  my  God  I  am  dependent  wholly  upon  the  doing  and 
dying  of  Jesus.  For  the  enjoyment  of  my  standing  before  God 
I  am  dependent  wholly  upon  the  doing  and  witnessing  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  in  me.  it  is  a  bjessed  privilege  to  know  that  I 
have  God  the  Father /cw  me  in  His  sovereign  decree  of  election, 
God  the  Son  with  me  in  His  glorious  doings  in  redemption,  and 
God  the  Holy  Ghost  in  me,  communicating,  communmg,  coun- 
selling, and  comforting.  Through  the  rich  and  magnanimous 
grace  of  Israel's  Three-One  JEHOVAH,  I  am  privileged  to 
walk  with  Him  and  associate  with  His  people  in  time,  and  I  am 
encoura^d  with  the  good  hope  that  I  shall  enjoy  Him  through 
a  blessed  and  blissfol  eternity. 

WeD,  in  Jesus  we  behold  the  great  and  glorious  Antitype  of 
Aaron  pronouncing  the  blessing  of  Israel's  God  upon  aU  Uod's 
IsraeL  He  is  the  Communicator  of  our  minds  to  the  Father, 
and  of  the  Father's  mind  to  us. 

"  Jesnfi,  we  blees  Thy  Father's  name ; 
Thy  God  and  ours  are  both  the  same ; 
What  hearenly  blessings  from  His  throne 
Flow  down  to  sinners  tnrongh  His  Son." 

As  Jesus  stands  in  the  presence  of  the  Father  for  us,  so  we 
stand  in  Him.  He  is  blessed  with  every  blessing ;  but  it  is  all 
for  EKs  people.  **  As  He  fc,  so  are  we  m  this  world  "^  (1  John 
iv.  17).  In  the  threefold  benediction  I  have  read  as  my  text 
we  find  the  name  JEHOVAH  thrice : 

JEHOVAH  bless  thee  and  keep  thee. 

JEHOVAH  shine  upon  thee  and  enric}i  thee. 

JEHOVAH  smile  upon  thee  and  ease  thee. 

The  threefold  revelation  of  the  name  JEHOVAH  shrouds 
the  whole  of  this  precious  portion  in  mystery  in  the  mind  of  a 
natural  Jew,  and  cause  him  to  be  hidden  in  the  laad  of  far 
distances;  while  to  the  mind  of  a  spiritual  Jew,  he  who  is  oneu 
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inwardly,  JEHOVAH  is  revealed  ready  to  save  and  niffh  at 
hand  to  bless.  By  comparing  this  benediction  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment with  that  of  the  New,  we  see  at  once  the  love  of  the 
Father,  the  grace  of  the  Son,  and  the  communion  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.  In  it  is  revealed  the  threefold  cord  of  covenant  love 
which  sin,  death,  hell,  nor  all  combined,  can  ever  break  or 
destroy.     See  1 

JEHOVAH  the  Father  electing  a  people  by  His  grace. 

JEHOVAH  the  Son  redeeming  a  people  by  His  blood. 

JEHOVAH  the  Spirit  quickening  a  people  by  His  power. 

Blessed  people  I 

Provided  for  by  JEHOVAH  the  Father. 

Preserved  by  JEHOVAH  the  Son. 

Prepared  by  JEHOVAH  the  Spirit. 

A  people  reserved,  redeemed,  and  regenerated  by 
JEHOVAH,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost— Israefs  Triune  God. 
This  is  Trinity  in  Unity  and  Unity  in  Trinity.  There  are  many 
who  believe  in  a  Trinity  in  Unity,  but  there  are  precious  few 
who  see  a  Unity  in  Trinity.  They  cannot  see  or  apprehend 
the  undivided  harmony  of  the  glorious  Three -in-One.  Does 
the  Father  elect  apeople  to  Himself t  The  Son  redeems  them 
tod  no  other.  Tlie  opirit  confines  Himself  in  His  gracious 
operations  to  the  elect  and  redeemed. 

"  Eternal,  free,  electing  grace 
Redemption's  boundTy  sets ; 
And  those  whom  Jesus  died  to  save 
The  Spirit  ne'er  forgets." 

The  harmony  of  the  Divine  Three  is  clearly  stated  in  one  of  the 
creeds  of  the  established  religion  of  this  country.  I  am  not 
ffoing  to  be  an  advocate  for  any  human  compilation  or  creed 
tnis  morning,  for  the  only  creed  worth  having  is  that  written  in 
the  heart  by  the  grace  and  indwelling  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Yet 
a  form  of  soimd  words  is  not  to  be  despised  in  this  truth-despising 
day.  As  we  contemplate  the  Divine  Three-in-One,  we 
acknowledge  JEHOVAH  the  Father,  JEHOVAH  the  Son,  and 
JEHOVAH  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  yet  we  know  not  three 
JEHOVAHS,  but  one  JEHOVAH.  What  is  the  mind  of  the 
Father,  such  is  the  mind  of  the  Son  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
What  is  the  determination  of  the  Father  is  the  desire  of  the 
Son  and  the  doing  of  the  blessed  Spirit  Eternally-loved 
fidnners  are  selected  by  the  Father,  saved  bv  the  Son,  and  stab- 
lished  by  the  Holy  Ghost.  What  is  the  will  of  the  Father  is  the 
will  of  the  Son  and  the  will  of  the  Spirit.  Is  it  the  Father's 
will  to  communicate  His  love  to  poor  vile  sinners  ?  The  Son 
and  the  Spirit  are  ready  to  do  His  bidding.  See  Isa.  xlviii.  16 : 
"And  now  the  Lord  GOD  hath  sent  Me  and  His  Spirit." 
JEHOVAH  the  Son  speaks  in  this  portion  as  the  Sent  One  to 
accomplish  the  work  of  His  people's  salvation,  and  of  the  Spirit 
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as  the  Sent  One  to  reveal  His  salvation  in  the  heart  of  every 
one  interested  therein.     Who  are  they  ? 

Israel.  A  separated  people.  A  people  brought  by  Divine 
g^ace  and  power  to  dwell  alone.  Not  only  distinct  from  every 
other  neopie,  but  each  individual  to  experience  his  separation 
from  all  to  God.  This  is  not  very  comfortable  for  poor  human 
nature;  but,  depend  upon  it,  there  is  more  couchmg  beneath 
that  word  "afoJw"  than  we  ofttimes  imagine.  Turn  to  Gen. 
xxxii.  24:  "And  Jacob  was  left  alone;  and  there  wrestled  a 
Han  with  him  until  the  breaking  of  the  day."  Jacob  left  to 
feel  his  loneliness  and  utter  dependence  upon  his  Saviour-God. 
While  in  this  state  of  loneliness,  His  God  appears  to  reveal  to 
him  the  riches  of  His  grace  and  the  glories  of  His  kingdom. 
Notice  the  importunity  of  Jacob :  *^  And  he  said,  I  will  not  let 
Thee  go  except  Thou  bless  me.  And  He  said  unto  him,  What 
is  thy  name  ?  And  he  said,  Jacob.  And  He  said.  Thy  name 
tbaJl  be  called  no  more  Jacob,  but  Israel :  for  as  a  prince  hast 
thou  power  with  God  and  with  man,  and  hast  prevaded.  And 
Jacob  asked  Him  and  said.  Tell  me,  I  pray  Thee,  Thy  name. 
And  He  said.  Wherefore  is  it  that  thou  dost  ask  after  My  namet 
And  He  blessed  him  there"  Oh,  what  a  precious  blessing  1  From 
loneliness  and  banishment  to  be  a  prince  with  God.  All  true 
Israelites,  as  princes  in  union  with  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and 
enjoying  the  sweet  anointings  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  can  sing: 
*•  Unto  Him  that  loved  us,  and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  His 
own  blood,  and  hath  made  us'  kings  and  priests  unto  God  and 
His  Father:  to  Him  be  glory  and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever. 
Amen  *'  (Rev.  i.  5,  6).  God's  Israel  appears  before  Him  as  a 
kingdom  of  princes  and  priests.  Here  are  worshippers  with 
Him  in  His  temple.  Princes  with  Him  on  His  throne.  In  the 
set  time  of  favour,  the  covenant  Angel,  the  great  King-Priest, 
appears  to  every  one  of  them  on  the  ground  of  the  Father's 
election.  His  own  accompUished  redemption,  and  says :  "  TTie 
LORD  bless  thee:* 

Hark  you  1  The  preacher  may  reach  the  ear,  but  it  is  not 
at  aU  times  he  can  do  that.  The  mind  is  pre-occupied  with  the 
perplexities  of  providence,  while  the  temptations  of  the  world, 
the  flesh,  and  the^devil  harass  the  soul  and  absorb  the  whole 
attention.  I  speak  feelingly  and  experimentally,  therefore  I 
know  it  is  an  utter  impossibility  for  the  preacher  to  reach  the 
ear  or  enga^  the  attention  of  one  whom  God  has  left  to  him- 
8^;  and  still  more  do  I  feel  the  impossibility  of  any  mortal 
readhing  the  understanding  and  the  heart  In  the  knowledge 
of  this,  we  may  well  join  with  the  hymn  writer — 

"  We  have  listened  to  the  preacher, 
Truth  bj  him  has  now  been  shown ; 
But  we  want  a  greater  Leader, 
From  the  everlasting  throne. 

Application 
U  the  work  of  God  .lone."  ^.g,,.^^,  .^  GoOgk 
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JEHOVAH  can  and  will  reach  the  heart  of  His  own  Israel  with 
His  covenant  blessing.  He  dwells  in  their  midst  collectively. 
He  rests  in  the  heart  individually.  He  takes  His  pilgrim  disci- 
ples into  a  desert  place  privately,  and  communicates  to  them  the 
secrets  of  His  bosom  and  the  love  of  His  heart.  We  sang  this 
morning, — 

"  Oh,  this  is  rest*  Lord  Jesus, 

Alone  with  Thee  to  be ; 
The  desert  is  a  garden 

With  Thy  blest  company. 
With  crowds  I  ought  forget.  Lord, 

That  I  am  all  iMne  own ; 
I  bless  Thee  for  the  desert, 

With  Thoe,  my  Lord,  alone.*' 

In  the  proclamation  and  communication  of  this  blessing  of 
the  covenant  Three-in-One,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  mere 
is  a  spirit  of  intense  individuality.  Our  God  will  deal  nersonally 
with  each  of  us.  His  blessing  runs  thus,  "  The  LORD  bless 
thee"  Don't  you  see  this  in  the  case  of  poor  doubting  Thomas  ? 
Jesus  brought  the  poor  doubter  face  to  face  with  Him,  and  drew 
from  his  loving  and  adoring  heart  the  cry  of  humble  assurance, 
**My  Lord  and  my  God.  **  Jesus  saith  unto  him,  Thomas, 
because  thou  hast  seen  Me,  thou  hast  believed ;  blessed  are  they 
that  have  not  seen,  and  yet  have  believed  "  (John  xx.  28,  29). 
From  a  blessed  and  a  blessing  Jesus  no  curse  can  proceed,  no, 
not  even  to  unbelieving  disciples.  Through  His  most  precious 
blood  and  perfect  righteousness  the  curse  is  for  ever  removed 
from  new  covenant  ground.  By  Him  the  curse  and  condenma- 
tion  of  the  law  has  been  everlastingly  swept  away.  "  Th«re  is 
therefore  now  no  condemnation  to  them  which  are  in  Christ 
Jesus"  (Eom.  viii.  1).  How  many  of  us  can  honestly  and 
spiritually  claim  this  blessing  of  the  new  covenant  as  revealed 
in  the  Person  and  work  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  I 
,  *'  The  LORD  bless  thee^  If  He  does,  the  blessings  will  not 
come  sinde-handed.  Here  the  mind  runs  instinctively  to  liiat 
blessed  fttmilv  epistle.  See  Eph.  i.  3 :  ''  Blessed  be  the  God 
and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Qirist,  who  hath  blessed  us  with 
all  spiritual  blessings  in  heavenly  places  in  Christ."  Here  we 
see  a  people  blessed  in  Christ  in  the  heavenUes,  and  their 
blessedness  not  affected  by  the  earthUes  for  a  single  moment. 
Here  we  may  inquire.  Upon  what  ground  is  this  people  blessed  t 
The  Holy  Ghost  by  Paul  answers,  "According  as  He  hath 
chosen  us  in  Him  beifore  the  foundation  of  the  world."  God's 
blessing  is  according  to  His  love  for,  €tnd  eleotioii  c^.  His  people. 
Not  even  according  to  His  knowledge  of  their  necessity,  nor 
according  to  His  foreview  of  their  faith,  repentance,  love,  or 
good  works.  Oh,  no ;  but  whoDy  on  the  ground  of  what  He  is 
to  them  in  His  sovereign,  unconditional,  and  Vernal  election  of 
them  in  the  Son  of  His  love.  How  is  this  blessed  choice  known 
by  ust    Moses  answers,  "  Is  it  not  in  that  Thou  goest  with  ust 
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80  shall  we  be  separated,  I  and  Thy  people,  from  all  the  people 
that  are  on  the  face  of  tiie  earth  "  (Exod.  xxxiii.  16).     This  is, 
not  a  God  afar  off,  but  a  God  ni^h  at  hand.    He  is  not  a  God 
commanding,  bnt  a  God  commumcating.    He  is  for  us,  with  us, 
and  in  ua    Thus  blessed  with  the  God  of  the  covenant,  and  the 
provifidons  of  the  covenant  to  comfort,  cheer,  and  defend  us  all 
through  our  wilderness  sojoumings,  we  rejoice  in  hope  of  that  eter- 
nal glory  which  Christ  is  made  to  us  and  in  us  through  His  match- 
less righteousness,  sin-atoning  death,  glorious  resurrection  and 
all-prevalent  intercession.  The  first  chapter  of  Ephesians  reveals 
the  blessings  of  the  great  Three-in-One.    The  first  part  contains 
the  blessinsB  designed  by  the  Father  for  His  children.    As  the 
Father  He  blesses  them.    As  the  Elector  He  chooses  them.    As 
the  Designer  He  predestinates  them.     As  the  Adopter  He  brings 
them  into  His  family.     *' Having    predestinated   us  unto  the 
adoption  of  children  by  Jesus  Christ  to  Hifnself.'*    Not  left  to 
our  own  wills  and  ways ;  but  *^  to  Himself,  according  to  the  good 
^pleasure  of  His  will.      Predestination  is  the  Father's  act  before 
time ;  adoption  is  His  act  in  time.     He  takes  His  children  from 
amon^  those  of  the  devil,  and  brings  them  feelingly  and  experi- 
mentfuljr  to  know  their  standing  in  His  family.     He  blesses 
them  with  ^race  and  accei>tance  in  the  Beloved.    Here  the 
beloved  Saviour,  Prophet,  Priest,  and  King  appears  and  blesses 
His  people,  even  us,  with  redemption  through  His  blood.    As 
the  redeemed  of  God,  we  long  for  a  sense  of  His  forgiving  love. 
The  first  cry  of  an  awakened  sinner  is  for  forgiveness.    Oh,  how 
blessedly  God's  way  of  forgiving  His  people  is  revealed  in  the 
Scriptures  of  truth  1    He  forgives  freely  I     He  forgives  fully ! 
He  forgives  frankly !     **  When  they  had  nothing  to  pav.  He 
frankly  forgave  them  both  "  (Luke  vii.  42).    No  goodness  I    No 
hope !     No  faith !    No  repentance  I     The  for^veness  of  sins  is 
free  according  to  the  ricbcfei  of  His  grace.    He  forgives  fuUy. 
Sins  past,  sins  present,  sins  to  come,  sins  original,  sins  actual, 
eons  of  the  body,  sins  of  the  mind,  sins  public,  sins  private,  sins 
against  His  wonderful  working  providence,  sins  agamst  His  rich 
and  sovereign  grace ;  yet  all  for  ever  put  away  by  the  one 
sacrifice  of  Jesus  and  the  knowledge  of  forgiveness  secured 
through  Bi&  unceasing  intercession.      He    forgives    frankly  I 
What  is  meant  by  that?     At  once,  with  no  hesitation  on  His 
part.     He  forgives  for  nothing.    Just  when  He  will.    Yes,  for 
nothing  I    Not  a  ray  of  hope  will  He  accept  as  payment.    Not 
a  particle  of  faitii  as  payment.    Not  a  spark  of  love  as  payment. 
No  repentance  as  payment.    He  will  not  descend  to  barter  His 
bleoBdng  of  forgiveness.     See  I 

"  Nothing  in  my  hand  I  bring, 
Simply  to  THYSBLF  I  cling  "— 

I  like  "  Thyself"  better  than  "  Thy  cross  "— 

**  Naked,  come  to  Thee  for  dress ; 
Helpless,  look  to  Thee  for  grace ;  ^  j 
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Foul,  I  to  the  Fountain  fljr, 
Wash  me,  Saviour,  or  I  die." 

Ohy  what  a  precious  blessing  I  Free,  full,  and  frank  for^veness. 
I  have  nothing  to  pay  and  yet  He  forgives  me  aD.  Look  at 
that  glorious  declaration  in  Psalm  xxv.  11,  breathed  in  the 
Psalmist's  desires :  "  For  Thy  name's  sake,  O  LORD,  pardon 
mine  iniquity:  for  it  is  great."  There  is  no  holding  back, 
hiding,  or  extenuation,  no  attempt  to  make  the  best  of  his  case, 
but  a  clear,  frank  confession  of  miquity  in  all  its  extent  and 
enormity :  "  Pardon  mine  iniquity ;  for  it  is  great."  This  is  the 
great  King-Priest's  delight  as  He  appears  before  the  spiritual 
gaze  of  His  worshipping  people.  He  pronounces  pardon  full 
and  free  through  His  own  most  precious  wounds  and  blood.  But 
pardon  will  never  ftdly  satisfy  a  living  soul.  What  more  can  he 
wantt  WeD,  I  do  not  want  to  stand  before  my  God  through- 
out a  long  eternity  as  a  pardoned  culprit  or  a  forgiven  criminal. 
I  long  to  stand  before  Him  holy  and  without  blame,  as  though 
I  had  never  sinned.  I  desire  to  enjoy  unceasinffly  the  sentence 
of  justification  from  all  law  claims,  clearance  Som  all  Satan's 
accusations,  freedom  from  all  transgression,  sin,  and  iniquity, 
and  a  standing  in  blessed  oneness  with  the  Son  of  His  love, 
spotless,  holy,  righteous,  and  perfect  as  He  is  perfect, "  accepted 
in  the  Beloved."     I  am  satisfied  with  nothing  short  of  that 

K3cious  testimony  by  John :  *^  Herein  is  love  made  perfect." 
is  is  the  love  of  a  covenant  God  to  us  and  in  us.  **  Herein  is 
love  with  us  made  perfect,  that  we  may  have  boldness  in  the 
day  of  judgment " — that  is,  in  the  day  when  the  world,  Satan, 
and  conscience  judges.  "  Because  as  He  is,  so  are  we  in  this 
world."  How  is  He  t  Not  as  He  was  in  the  judgment  hall  of 
Pilate  and  before  the  high  priest  arraigned  as  a  culprit,  or 
before  the  bar  of  infinite  justice  as  a  curse  for  His  people. 
Many  have  found  fault  with  Martin  Luther  for  a  saying  of  his 
something  to  this  effect — ^that  Jesus  Christ  was  the  greatest  sinner 
that  ever  lived — that  is,  by  imputation.  I  do  not  find  fault  with 
it,  and  I  will  tell  you  why  I  do  not.  Because  the  Lord  has 
graciously  led  me  farther  than  that  saying  can  take  me.  Turn 
to  2  Cor.  V.  21 :  "  For  He  (the  Father)  hath  made  Him  sin  for 
us."  He  did  not  make  Him  commit  sin ;  but  He  constituted, 
accounted,  and  dealt  with  Him  as  such.  The  whole  mass  of 
sin  which  His  people  was,  and  all  the  sin  they  have  committed, 
or  shall  commit  from  Adam's  day  to  the  end  of  time,  was  laid 
upon  Him.  All  that  met  upon  Him.  He  was  answerable  for  it 
all.  God  dealt  with  Him  as  if  He  were  the  whole  of  it.  As 
SIN  He  met  the  dark  cloud  of  judgment,  the  fiery  indignation 
which  devours  all  adversaries,  but  could  not  devour  Him.  He 
met  and  endured  the  heU  of  suffering  which  we  so  richly 
deserved.  He  was  made  SIN  for  us,  not  a  sin  offering,  that  we 
might  be  made,  not  merely  righteous,  but ''  the  righteousness  of 
God  in  Him."    See  I    He  took  our  sin  and  gave  us  His  ri^ht- 
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eonsnees.  He  took  our  place,  ay,  and  more,  for  He  took  us  into 
onceafiing  union  with  Himself.  From  Bethlehem's  manger  to 
Calvary's  cross  He  was  perfectly  identified  with  His  people  and 
Aey  with  Him.  Eveir  phase  and  feature  of  His  obedience  was 
rendered  by  them  in  mm.  He  suffered,  the  law  received  its 
just  demands  from  them  in  Him.  He  satisfied  God's  justice, 
holiness,  and  truth,  in  which  they  are  eternally  interested.  Of 
the  Father's  will  and  good  pleasure  are  they  in  Christ  Jesus  who 
is  made  unto  them  righteousness.  They  are  made,  constituted, 
reckoned,  and  dealt  with  as  "  the  righteousness  of  God  in  Him." 
This  is  one  of  my  Lord's  blessings,  the  experimental  possession 
of  which  my  soul  ofttimes  longs  for,  and  ofttimes  delights  in. 
What  a  mercy  1  To  know  that  I  shall  stand  before  my  God 
throughout  a  long  eternity,  not  with  my  sins  haunting  and 
taunting  me,  but  clothed  in  His  righteousness,  adorned  with 
His  beauty,  lost  in  His  love,  and  absorbed  in  His  glory. 

**  When  from  the  dust  of  death  I  rise. 
To  take  mj  mansion  in  the  skies, 
E'en  this  shall  then  be  all  mj  plea  : 
*  Jebus  has  lived  and  died  for  me/  " 

As  Christ,  my  great  High  Priest,  is  revealed  to  me  and  in 
me  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  He  sweetly  breathes  His  covenant 
blessing  upop  me,  and  my  heart  rejoices  in  the  experience  of 
pardon  through  His  blood,  and  justification  through  Himself, 
my  glorious  righteousness.  But  I  want  still  more.  I  desire  to 
enter  daily  into  covenant  relationship  and  communion  with  His 
Father  and  Mine.  This  I  find  in  His  eternal  Sonship,  for  upon 
this  the  eternal  relationship  of  the  children  to  the  Father  is 
founded.  By  Him  and  in  Him  we  were  predestinated  unto  the 
adoption  of  children.  We  know  and  enjoy  this  relationship  by 
the  Spirit  of  adoption  which  cries  in  me  when  I  cannot  cry 
myBeli,  '*  Abba,  Father."  But  my  want  of  spiritual  blessings  is 
never  at  an  end.  Sometimes  I  am  troubled  with  the  hardness 
of  my  heart.  I  am  ofttimes  distressed  because  of  the  accursed 
indifference  to  the  things  of  God  existing  in  my  mind.  I  am 
greatly  concerned  because  I  am  not  foimd  more  frequentiy 
within  the  pages  of  God's  blessed  Book,  feeding  upon  the 
precious  ana  priceless  revelation  He  there  gives  of  Himself  as 
the  Father  of  His  people,  the  Saviour  of  the  body,  and  the 
Sustainer  of  the  Church.  I  long  for  the  experience  of  His  fear 
in  my  heart,  and  sigh  for  the  possession  of  those  new  covenant 
mercies  so  blessedly  set  before  us  in  Jer.  xxxii.  38 — iO :  "  And 
they  shall  be  My  people,  and  I  will  be  their  God :  and  I  will 
give  them  one  heart,  and  one  way,  that  they  may  fear  Me  for 
ever,  for  the  good  of  them,  and  of  their  cloldren  after  them  : 
and  I  will  make  an  everlasting  covenant  with  them,  that  I  will 
not  turn  away  from  them  to  do  them  good :  but  I  will  put  My 
fear  in  their  hearts,  that  they  shall  not  depart  from  Me."  I  pray 
for  the  experience  of  His  own  faith  in  me,  for  I  find  that  my 
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beKevinff  is  but  unbeKef  at  the  beet.  At  such  seasons  He 
CTaciousIy  reveals  Himself  to  me  as  the  One  who  trusted  and 
believed  for  me,  and  as  He  commnnicates  His  own  trust  and 
confidence  to  my  longing  heart,  His  voice  of  love- inspires  my 
spirit  with  the  precious  words,  "  The  LORD  bless  thee." 

My  thirsting  spirit  seeks  for  closer  communion  with  a  God  of 
love,  and  for  a  sweet  foretaste  of  that  eternity  of  love  to  which 
He  is  taking  us.  I  look  within,  but  find  it  not.  I  mingle  witii 
the  saints  of  God,  and  see  the  God-given  tears  sparkle  in  loving 
eyes,  and  the  shining  of  faces  anointed  with  the  oil  of  gladness. 
I  long  for  the  same,  but  I  am  cold  and  dead,  and  in  deeper 
depths  than  these,  I  sometimes  sigh, 

"  *Ti8  a  point  I  long  to  know 

(Oft  it  causes  anxious  thought), 
Do  I  love  the  Lord,  or  no  ? 
Am  I  His,  or  am  I  not  ? " 

I  want  to  experience  the  shedding  abroad  of  God's  love  in  my 
heart  by  the  Holy  Ghost  given  unto  me,  that  I  may  be  privileged 
to  say  without  presumption,  "  I  love  Him  because  He  nrst  loved 
me."  This  can  only  be  in  the  revelation  of  Christ  in  me,  as  my 
great  High  Priest,  saving,  **  The  LORD  bless  thee,"  and  "  In 
blessing  I  will  bless  tnee."  May  it  be  your  lot  and  mine,  during 
the  few  remaining  days  of  this  year,  and  throughout  the  year 
which  is  to  come,  sweetly  to  experience  His  presence,  and 
rejoice  in  the  possession  of  those  spiritual  blessings  which  flow 
through  Him  alone,  and  are  brought  home  to  the  heart  by  His 
blessed  Spirit. 

*'  May  the  grace  of  Christ  our  Saviour, 

And  the  Father's  botmdless  love, 
With  the  Holy  Spirit's  favour, 

Rest  upon  us  from  above  I 
Thus  may  we  abide  in  union 

With  each  other  and  the  Lord  ; 
And  possess  in  sweet  commuiiion, 

Joys  which  earth  cannot  afford." 
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MY    TIMES,    NOT    MINE,    BUT    GOD'S. 


%   ^txman 


Phbached  nr  Gbove  Ohafkl,  Gahbbbwell,  on  Sunday  Mornino, 
Januabt  5th,  1879,  by 

THOMAS   BRADBURY. 


*'  My  tim^  are  in  Thy  hand." — Psalm  xxxi.  15. 

THIS  is  the  language  of  David,  and  also  of  His  great  and 
glorious  Antitype.  In  the  5th  verse  we  find  the  very  words 
with  which  the  **  Man  of  sorrows  and  acquainted  with  grief" 
yielded  up  His  spirit  into  the  hands  of  His  God  and  Father: 
"  Into  Thme  hand  I  commit  My  spirit."  (See  Luke  xxiii.  46.) 
Yes,  these  were  the  very  words  with  which  the  Surety  of  the 
covenant,  the  Father's  righteous  Servant,  ended  His  ministry 
here  upon  earth,  and  found  sweet  deliverance  from  that  curse 
and  condemnation  laid  upon  Him  by  the  Father,  and  borne  by 
Him  so  meekly  for  those  whom  He  loved  so  well.  1  love  to  look 
at  the  book  of  Psalms  with  Christ  revealed  in  them  as  the 
Speaker — not  isolated,  but  in  association,  companionship,  and 
fellowship  with  His  poor,  weak  brethren  in  the  wilderness.  In 
the  dying  words  of  my  Master  I  hear  the  language  of  blessed 
aasurance  ftscending  from  the  hearts  of  those  '^  who  through  fear 
of  death  have  been  all  their  Ufetime  subject  to  bondage."  In 
these  words  I  behold  the  humble  confidence  of  the  poor  trembling 
child  of  God  when  he  is  brought  to  the  wind  up  of  his  doubts, 
fears,  and  anxieties,  when  he  comes  to  the  close  of  all  time 
changes,  and  an  unknown  and  oft-dreaded  etemitv  presents 
itself  before  him,  then,  by  the  same  Spirit  which  animated  the 
^^at  and  glorious  Head  on  Calvary,  he  will  be  enabled  to  sigh, 
if  not  to  say,  **  Father,  into  Thy  hand  I  commit  my  spirit."  It 
is  an  unspeakable  privilege  to  be  thus  guided  by  God  the  ever- 
bleesed  Spirit  into  a  right  apprehension  of  JEHOVAH'S  mind 
and  wiU  concerning  His  people  as  breathed  in  the  prayers  and 
petitions  recorded  in  this  book  of  Psalms.  It  is  here  we  find 
Ma  llO.— Paid  0»«  Punrr.  ^  j 
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ourselves  in  living  identification  with  our  gracious  Forerunner 
who  was  in  all  points  fempted  like  as  we  are,  yet  without  sin. 
and  who  at  this  moment  possesses  that  place  of  bliss  and  blessed- 
ness up  yonder  which  the  Father  has  appointed  for  us  to  fill 
through  all  eternity. 

It  is  ours  this  morning,  in  humble  dependence  upon  the 
guidance  and  grace  of  the  blessed  Spirit,  to  look  at  the  few 
words  of  the  text  in  the  light  of  their  context,  and  in  the  order 
in  which  they  flow  from  the  hearts  of  the  living  members  of  that 
one  body  which  receives  all  influence,  power,  mind,  and  motion 
from  its  living  and  exalted  Head,  Christ  Jesus.  Look  at  the 
words  thus — 

I. — A  PRIVILEGED  PERSON—*^  My." 

II. — His  changing  periods—"  Times." 
III. — His  present  experience — *^  Are.'' 

IV.— A  SECURE  POSITION—"  In." 

v.— A  GRACIOUS  PROVIDER — "  Thy." 

VI. — A  PRECIOUS  METAPHOR — **  Hand." 

"  My  times  are  in  Thy  hand." 

I. — A  PRIVILEGED  PERSON — "My."  Who  is  this  person  speak- 
ing under  this  personal  pronoun  "JWy?"  It  is  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  as  the  Forerunner  of  His  people. 

"  Jesus,  the  glorious  Head  of  grace, 
Knows  every  saint^s  peculiar  case ; 
What  sorrows  by  their  souls  are  borne. 
And  how  for  sin  they  daily  mourn." 

He  is  now  in  the  presence  of  the  Father  for  them,  and  ^ves 
them  the  assurance  by  the  power  of  His  Spirit,  that  as  He  is,  so 
are  they  in  the  Father's  esteem.  The  Father  having  given  Him 
authority  over  them,  and  rule  over  all  things  for  them,  He 
graciously  arranges  and  orders  all  their  anxieties,  changes,  per- 
plexities, and  sorrows  for  the  display  of  the  glory  of  the  Father's 
grace,  and  for  their  present  good  and  ultimate  blessedness.  We 
will  look  at  this  personal  pronoun  *^  ^fy ''  in  the  light  of  that 
experience  detailed  in  the  preceding  portion  of  the  Psalm. 
The  Psalmist  is  not  lost  in  a  crowd ;  he  is  not  hidden  in  a  throng ; 
he  is  brought  out  from  the  multitude  into  fellowship  with  Jesus 
in  His  sufferings.  Read  the  first  verse :  "  In  Thee,  0  LORD,  do 
I  put  my  trust."  Here  we  have  a  privileged  person  tiiisting. 
None  but  a  soul  in  experimental  oneness  with  a  trusting  Christ 
can  honestly  say  this.  And  you  may  depend  upon  it,  no 
spiritually-living  creature,  no  true-born  chila  of  God  in  union 
with  Christ,  will  talk  about  his  own  trust,  his  own  confidence,  his 
own  faith,  or  his  own  believing.  Such  fleshly  faith  is  proclaimed 
in  every  Arminian  synagogue,  it  is  bellowed  out  by  every  ful- 
some free-wilier,  and  your  circumcised  ears  are  offended  at  the 
corners  of  the  streets  with  those  discordant  sounds, 


'  I  do  believ^e  !  I  will  believe 
That  Jesus  died  for  me  1 " 
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As  sacb  fleshly  iargon  grates  upon  my  ears  I  canDot  help  the 
ejaculation,  0  what  a  lie !  This  may  shock  some  of  you,  but 
you  may  set  it  down  to  my  Calvinistic  crudeness,  or  to  my  free- 
^race  infirmity.  Yet,  I  glory  in  such  crudeness,  and  I  deUght 
m  such  infirmity.  But  to  the  point.  Only  those  who  are 
brought  experimentally  to  understand  that  precious  Second  of 
Hebrews  can  truly  say,  "  In  Thee,  0  LORD,  do  I  put  my  tiiist." 
Turn  to  Hebrews  ii. — ^you  cannot  turn  too  often  to  it — and  begin 
to  read  at  ver.  11 :  "  For  both  He  that  sanctifieth  and  they  who 
are  sanctified  are  all  of  one."  In  relationship  all  of  one  origin, 
one  covenant,  one  Father,  one  family,  and  all  anointed  with  the 
same  Spirit ;  "  for  which  cause  He  is  not  ashamed  to  call  them 
brethren."  To  look  at  them  apart  from  Himself  He  might  well 
be  ashamed  to  own  them  at  all.  "  Saying,  I  will  declare  Thy 
name  unto  My  brethren,  in  the  midst  of  the  Church  will  I  sing 
praise  unto  Thee."  It  is  of  God's  great  mercy  that  we,  who 
worship  a  Three-One  God  within  the  walls  of  Grove  chapel, 
enjoy  Christ  in  praise,  Christ  in  prayer,  and  Christ  in  preaching. 
He  is  the  Leader  of  our  praises.  He  is  the  Conductor  of  the 
prayers  written  upon  our  heart  by  His  blessed  Spirit.  He  is  the 
rreacher  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  to  the  hearts  of  His 
own  elect  brethren.  I  try  to  sing,  I  fail ;  He  sings  for  me.  I 
try  to  preach,  I  stammer ;  He  preaches  for  me.  I  try  to  pray,  I 
know  not  how  ; — 

"  He  prays  the  prayer  within  me 
I  cannot  ask  or  think." 

Ah,  my  dear  friends,  we  can  no  more  pray  as  we  ought  than  we 
can  scale  the  heights  of  heaven  without  His  own  sweet  Spirit 
of  grace  anointing,  bedewing,  and  sealing  our  hearts  with  the 
truuis  of  covenant  love  and  blood.  "  And  again,  1  will  put  My 
trust  in  HimJ^  That  is  Christ  personal,  it  is  Christ  mystical,  ft 
is  Christ  before  the  throne,  and  Christ  in  the  hearts  of  His  trust- 
ing members.  It  is  Christ  in  covenant,  Christ  in  condescension, 
and  Christ  in  communication.  It  is  Christ  trusting  for  me, 
Christ  trusting  with  me,  and  Christ  trusting  in  me.  Before  His 
Father  He  stands  as  the  Head  of  all  His  elect  members,  and 
communicates  to  us  all  the  life,  love,  light,  and  liberty  we  enjoy. 
Do  we  love?  It  is  because  He  blesses  us  with  His  love. 
Do  we  hope?  It  is  because  He  is  in  us  the  Hope  of  glory. 
Do  we  trust?  It  is  by  Him  who  first  trusted  for  us.  Have  we 
faith  ?  It  is  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved  us  and  gave 
Himself  for  us.  Let  us  have  that  according  to  the  Scriptures : 
"  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved  me,  and  gave 
Himself  for  me  "  (Gal.  ii.  20).  That  is  personal  aporeciation. 
In  union  with  Christ,  David  could  say,  '*  In  thee,  0  LORD,  do  I 
put  my  trust :  let  me  never  be  ashamed ;  deliver  me  in  Thy 
righteousness."  That  is  spiritual  confidence,  not  fleshly  impu- 
dence. He  says,  "  In  Thee,  0  LORD,  do  I  put  my  trust ;  "  out 
be  does  not  say,  I  am  free  from  fears.    He  trusted  ;  but  it  wa« 
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that  he  might  not  be  ashamed.  He  trusted  God ;  he  dietraeted 
himself.  He  knew  the  material  he  was  made  of,  and  that  left  to 
himself  only  for  a  moment,  he  would  think,  look,  speak,  and  act 
in  every  way  but  that  which  becomes  a  saint.  Knowing  this, 
he  prays,  *'  Deliver  me  in  Thy  righteousness."*  The  carnal 
Christian  will  say,  *'  If  a  sinner  believes,  he  ought  to  know  that 
he  is  delivered."  Such  is  the  fleshly  reasoning  of  all  high- 
fly^ng  professors ;  but  the  soul  in  communion  with  a  once-suffer- 
ing and  sorrowing  Christ  sings  and  sighs, — 

"  The  more  Thy  glories  stike  mine  eye, 
The  humbler  I  shall  lie." 

The  more  I  am  brought  to  experience  what  Christ  is  for  me, 
with  me,  and  in  rae,  the  humbler  will  be  the  views  I  shall  have 
of  myself.  If  JEHOVAH-JESUS  has  delivered  me,  it  is  His 
pledge  that  I  shall  experience  further  deliverances.  You  see 
this  m  2  Cor.  i.  10 :  "  Who  delivered  us  from  so  great  a  death, 
and  doth  deliver :  in  whom  we  trust  that  He  will  yet  deliver 
us.*'  We  see  the  same  in  2  Tim.  iv.  17,  18:  **And  I  was 
delivered  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  lion.  And  the  Lord  shall 
deliver  me  from  every  evil  work,  and  will  preserve  me  unto 
His  heavenly  kingdom ;  to  whom  be  glory  for  ever  and 
ever.    Amen." 

But  we  must  pass  on.  Look  at  the  2nd  verse :  "  Bow  down 
thine  ear  to  Me."  Here  we  see  a  believer  at  a  felt  distance 
from  his  God,  not  in  the  enjoyment  of  communion  with  the 
God  of  his  salvation.  He  is  longing  for  fellowship,  but  enjoys 
it  not.  He  longs  to  pour  into  the  ears  of  his  God  and  Father 
the  tale  of  his  sorrows,  the  confession  of  his  sins,  and  the 
acknowledgment  of  his  infirmities;  but  clouds  and  darkness 
hide  His  face,  while  the  soul  in  the  depths  cries  out,  "Bow 
down  Thine  ear  unto  me."  In  these  words  we  have  the 
expression  of  felt  humility.  It  is  not  a  desire  to  be  Ufted  up  to 
God,  but  for  God  to  come  down  to  the  soul.  "  Deliver  me 
speedily."  From  what?  From  the  awful  unbelief  which 
distresses  me — ^from  the  accursed  indifference  which  seizes  me — 
from  the  evil  influences  which  surround  me — ^from  the  devilish 
temptations  which  annoy  rae,  and,  most  of  all,  from  my  wretched 
self.  "  Be  Thou  my  strong  Rock,  for  a  house  of  defence  to  save 
me."  The  Psalmist  was  saved,  yet  he  prayed  for  salvation ; 
he  was  defended,  yet  he  prayed  for  defence.  Salvation 
experimentally  understood  is  simply  a  succession  of  deliverances 
day  by  day  and  moment  by  moment  in  the  spiritual  history  of 
the  child  of  God.  In  the  3rd  verse  we  read,  "  For  Thy  name's 
sake,  lead  me,  and  guide  me."  This  prayer  flowed  forth  under 
a  sense  of  that  expressed  in  Isaiah  liii.  6  :  *'  All  we  like  sheep 
have  gone  astray ;  we  have  every  one  turned  to  his  own  way."  lit 
is  true  concerning  every  one  within  these  walls,  we  all  love  to  have 
as  much  of  our  own  way  as  we  possibly  can.  But  I  assure  you, 
if  I  am  allowed  to  have  my  own  way,  it  is  sure  to  prove  one  of 
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perversity,  and  will  wring  many  a  sigh  from  my  heart,  with 
the  deeire  expressed  in  the  lan^age  of  the  Psalmist :  "  Make 
Thy  way  plam  before  my  face."  The  captive  si^hs  and  cries, 
"  Pull  me  out  of  the  net  that  they  have  laid  pnvilv  for  me." 
This  is  the  net  laid  round  about  the  pathway  of  the  child  of 
God  by  Satan,  sin,  and  self.  Ofttimes  we  experience  the 
perplexities  of  the  net  into  which  God  in  His  providence  has 
Drou^t  us  (Psalm  Ixvi.  11).  Israel  was  hke  a  wild  biUl  in  a 
net,  and  Ephraim  like  a  bullock  unaccustomed  to  the  yoke. 
The  child  of  God  left  to  himself  will  kick  and  plunge  against 
JEHOVAH'S  dispensations  and  Satan's  machinations ;  and  as 
ein  becomes  hateful,  and  corruptions  seethe  and  surge,  the  cry 
ascends  to  Him  who  alone  can  deliver :  "  Pull  my  feet  out  of 
the  net  that  they  have  laid  privily  for  me :  for  Thou  art  my 
strength." 

In  the  6th  verse  he  says,  **  I  have  hated  them  that  regard 
lying  vanities."  Is  that  a  fact  in  the  experience  of  the  Uving 
child  of  God  I  It  is ;  but  it  is  not  so  in  the  experience  of  the 
^neral  lover.  You  may  depend  upon  it,  the  universal  lover  is  lack- 
mg  in  spiritual  chastity,  sjia  possesses  no  real  charity  at  all .  I  think 
it  was  Archbishop  Ui^er  who  said,  ^*  Charity  to  tlie  soul  is  the  soul 
of  charily^''  K  we  have  been  brought  into  a  true  understanding 
and  spiritual  apprehension  of  the  love  of  the  brethren  for  God  s 
sake,  for  Christ  s  sake,  and  for  truth's  sake,  because  they  are 
eternally  loved  of  the  Father,  the  purchase  of  His  dear  Son's 
blood,  and  the  conquest  of  His  blessed  Spirit,  we  shall  "  hate 
them  that  regard  lying  vanities."  We  cannot  help  it.  Do  you 
think  I  can  love  a  man  who  professes  to  preach  Grod*s  Gospel, 
and  almost  every  word  from  his  Ups  is  a  Ue  of  Satan  ?  Do  you 
think  I  can  love  one  who  calls  into  question  the  Godhead  of  my 
Ueased  Lord  and  Master?  Do  vou  think  I  can  love  the  oily- 
mouthed  wretch  who  declares  there  is  as  much  efficacy  in  the 
blood  ^  a  cock-chicken  as  there  is  in  the  blood  of  God's  suffer- 
ing Lamb,  my  glorious  Saviour  t  Tell  me !  Can  I  love  such  a 
man  as  that  ?  Never !  I  could  as  soon  love  the  devil.  ^^  I  have 
hated  them  that  regard  lying  vanities,"  said  the  Psalmist^  and  so 
says  Thonms  Bradbury,  as  he  is  brought  into  close  communion 
with  Him  who  loved  him  and  bought  nim  with  His  blood.  May 
I  be  kept  there  with  a  spirit  of  intense  separation  from  those  who 
corrupt  God's  Gospel  and  foul  the  streams  of  Gospel  truth  which 
flow  in  this  blessed  Book,  and  which  alone  can  renresh  the  weary 
souls  of  Zion's  pilgrims  when  they  come  to  that  dread  spot  where 
flesh  and  heart  fail,  and  nothing  but  Christ  will  do.  *^  I  have 
hated  them  that  regard  lying  vanities :  but  I  trust  in  the  LORD," 
to  save  me,  guide  me,  and  guard  me.  ^'  I  will  be  glad  and  re- 
joice in  Thy  mercy."  What  a  strange  blendiDgof  opposite  feel- 
inn  and  exercises  I  Paradoxes  abound  and  are  presented  to  the 
mind  daily  in  true  Christian  experience.  The  experience  of  the 
living  chud  of  God  is  chameleon-like,  changing  according  to  Ijbe 

.._..  — )Ogle 


66  GROVE  OHAFEL  PULPIT. 

light  or  shade  in  which  it  dwells.  We  see  this  in  the  various 
verses  of  this  Psalm.  In  the  Ist,  the  Psalmist  trusts  and  prays  for 
deUverance.  In  the  2nd,  he  is  in  the  depths  and  at  a  felt  distance 
from  God.  In  the  3rd,  as  a  wanderer  he  prays  for  leading  and  guid- 
ance. In  the  4th,  he  is  cramped  in  a  net  and  cries  for  liberty. 
In  the  6th  verse,  he  expresses  his  hatred  of  those  who  regard 
lying  vanities.  In  the  7th,  he  resolves  to  be  glad  and  rejoice  in 
the  Lord,  assured  that  He  has  considered  his  trouble  and  known 
his  soul  in  adversities.  In  this  we  have  the  assurance  that  every 
trial,  temptation,  and  trouble  that  our  souls  can  experience,  were 
all  considered  in  covenant  before  the  worlds  were  formed,  and 
are  now  weighed  out  to  us  in  mercy  and  love.  Our  gracious 
God  will  not  exercise  us  with  the  weight  of  a  feather  more  than 
He  will  give  strength  to  bear.  An  old  proverb  says,  "  The  last 
straw  breaks  the  cameVs  back;'''  but,  blessed  be  God,  He  has  no 
last  straw  for  the  backs  of  His  poor  children.  He  has  considered 
their  troubles  and  considers  them  stiU.  That  is  a  sweet  sentence 
"  Thou  hast  known  my  soul  in  adversities."  Notice  that  word 
**  knotonJ'  It  is  not  that  He  has  taken  cognizance,  but  that  He 
has  approved  of  my  soul  in  the  fearful  hour  of  temptation.  He 
has  looked  with  appreciation  upon  my  soul  when  writing  bitter 
things  against  itself,  and  could  not  speak  one  approving  word 
concerning  anything  springing  from  it.  Look  at  tne  9th  verse. 
In  misery  the  rsalmist  cries  for  mercy:  "  Have  mercy  upon  me, 
0  LORD,  for  I  am  in  trouble :  mine  eye  is  consumed  with  grief, 
yea,  my  soul  and  my  belly."  This  is  a  figurative  expression 
denoting  the  trouble,  perplexity,  and  distress  of  the  whole  man. 
"  For  my  life  is  spent  with  grief,  and  my  years  with  sighing." 
This  is  the  language  of  a  saved,  redeemed,  delivered,  and  higmy- 
favoured  man,  yet  his  experience  is,  '*  My  strength  faileth  because 
of  mine  iniquity,  and  my  bones  are  consumed."  Here  we  see, 
first,  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  with  all  our  iniquity  made  His,  and 
all  His  members  troubled  because  of  their  iniquity,  which  cost 
Him  so  much. 

Mark  well  the  11th  verse:  "  I  was  a  reproach  among  all  mine 
enemies,  but  especially  among  my  neighbours,  and  a  fear  to 
mine  acquaintance:  they  that  did  see  me  without  fled  from 
me."  There  is  a  pretty  character  for  you.  Have  you  ever  known 
such  a  one  f  I  have.  My  exercised  spirit  ofttimes  sought  com- 
munion with  one  who  lived  in  Manchester,  but  who  is  now  at 
home  with  his  Lord.  I  allude  to  my  old  friend  and  brother  in 
the  beaten  track  of  tribulation,  Thomas  Simmons.  Many  times, 
in  weariness  of  flesh  and  of  spirit,  have  I  sought  his  abode 
in  York  Place,  to  be  refreshed  with  the  outpouring  of  his 
exercised  soul  (always  with  God's  open  Book  berore  him),  as  he 
honestly  expressed  what  God  had  done  for  him  in  judgment  as 
well  as  in  mercy.  He  was  not  ashamed  of  his  Lord  in  whatso- 
ever company  he  might  be  found.  His  enemies  reproached  him. 
His  neighbours  shunned  him.    His  own  acquaintance,  ay,  his 
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own  relatives  stood  in  awe  of  him,  and  thought  him  too  hard,  too 
harsh,  too  severe,  too  bitter.  Was  he  t  Yes,  he  was  for  fleshly 
compromisers,  but  not  for  Thomas.  He  was  frequently  Uke  a 
broken  vessel,  feelingly  cast  out,  and  subject  to  the  slander  of 
many.  He  could  say  in  truth,  "  I  have  heard  the  slander  of 
many  :  fear  was  on  every  side  :  while  they  took  counsel  together 
a^inst  me,  they  devised  to  take  away  my  (spiritual)  life.  But." 
That  is  apreoious,  experimental "  But''  "  But  I  trasted  in  Thee, 
O  LORD :  I  said.  Thou  art  my  God."  From  these  fourteen 
verses  you  see  the  character  of  the  privileged,  yet  exercised, 
person  of  the  text.  Know  ye  anything  of  feeling  oneness  with 
him  ?  It  cannot  be  said  of  him  what  David  declares  concerning 
the  reprobate :  "  Because  they  have  no  changes,  therefore  they 
fear  not  God  "  (Psa.  Iv.  19).  This  is  a  man  with  changes,  who 
knows  something  of  darkness  as  well  as  of  light.  Sin  is  his  grief, 
salvation  his  gladness.  Condemnation  he  dreads,  justification  he 
delights  in.  He  experiences  the  bitterness  of  death,  and  the 
sweetness  of  life,  mourning  as  well  as  rejoicing,  sorrow  as  well 
joy.     We  now  will  consider — 

IL — His  CHANGmo  periods  expressed  in  the  word  ^*  times'' 
It  was  a  blessed  privilege  for  us  to  sing  this  morning, 

"  My  times  are  in  Thy  hand, 
My  God,  I  wish  them  there.' 

That  is  an  apparent  contradiction.  First,  there  is  the  statement. 
"  My  times  are  in  Thy  hand ;  "  then  the  desire, "  My  God,  I  wish 
them  there.'*  Blessed  be  His  name,  He  has  put  all  our  times  and 
seasons  in  His  own  power  (Acts  i.  7)  ;  "  and  hath  determined  the 
times  before  appointed"  (Acts  xvii.  26).  What  times!  "My 
times  of  sorrow  and  of  joy,"  of  darkness  and  light.  The  time  for 
the  enjoyment  of  His  j)resence,  and  also  for  mourning  His  absence. 
Look  at  that  declaration  of  the  wise  man  in  Eccles.  iii.  1 — 8 : 
"  To  every  thing  there  is  a  season,  and  a  time  to  eveiy  purpose 
under  the  heaven.  A  time  to  be  bom,  and  a  time  to  <±ie."  Not 
OTie  can  be  bom  or  die  one  moment  before  or  after  the  appointed 
time.     "  A  time  to  plant,  and  a  time  to  pluck  up  that  which  is 

Slanted.  A  time  to  kill,  and  a  time  to  heal :  a  time  to  break 
own,  and  a  time  to  build  up.  A  time  to  weep " — for  God's 
weepers—"  and  a  time  to  laugh" — for  those  to  whom  the  joy  of 
the  Lord  is  their  strength.  "  A  time  to  mourn  " — for  the  mourners 
in  Zion— *•  and  a  time  to  dance."  What  dancmg  is  this  !  It  is 
the  dancing  of  the  heart  with  gratitude  for  covenant  services. 
;•  A  time  to  cast  away  stones."  Here  we  see  JEHOVAH  scatter- 
mg  His  precious  stones  of  election-love  amid  the  ruins  of  creation. 
•*  And  a  time  to  gather  stones  together."  These  are  Uving  stones 
gathered  together  in  one  and  built  up  a  spiritual  house  (1  Pet.  ii. 
4, 5). "  A  time  to  embrace,  and  a  time  to  cease  from  embracing.  A 
time  to  get " — or,  as  it  reads  in  the  margin,  to  seek,  and  in  the  time 
of  seeking  to  find — "  and  a  time  to  lose  "  the  sweet  sense  of  His 
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Eresence  and  His  love.  "  A  time  to  keep  "  that  which  God 
as  graciously  communicated  to  me,  "  and  a  time  to  cast  away," 
which,  alas  I  ofttimes  I  do.  "  A  time  to  rend,  and  a  time  to  sew : 
a  time  to  keep  silence,  and  a  time  to  speak :  a  time  to  love,  and 
a  time  to  hate :  a  time  of  war,  and  a  time  of  peace,"  See  I  You 
may  look ;  but  there  are  times  when  you  cannot  smile  and  times 
-when  you  cannot  frown.  There  are  times  when  we  cannot  do 
anything  but  laugh.  But  what  is  our  laughter!  Not  the 
laughter  of  the  fool,  which  is  like  the  crackling  of  thorns  under  a 

?ot,  spasmodic ;  but  that  expressed  by  my  dear  friend  and  father, 
atrick  Joseph  O'Leary,  when  I  was  conversing  with  him  upon 
the  precious  work  of  Christ  for  His  people,  and  the  gracious  work 
of  the  Holy  Ghost  in  them,  he  said,  "  That  makes  my  lieoH  laughJ^ 
Such  a  time  is  one  of  refreshing  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord. 

"  My  times''  The  time,  when,  as  a  mere  speck  upon  the  face 
.  of  creation,  I  appeared  in  the  busy  town  of  Manchester,  was  in 
His  hctnd  who  doeth  as  He  will  and  giveth  no  account  of  His 
matters.  The  time  for  every  youthful  trial  and  for  every  God- 
given  triumph ;  the  time  for  the  experience  of  my  ignorance, 
and  for  the  communication  of  the  knowledge  of  my  God  and 
Saviour ;  the  time  when  I  should  be  brought  into  association 
with  all  whom  I  have  known  and  trusted ;  the  time  for  every 
disappointment  and  distress,  and  the  time  for  every  deliverance 
and  delight ;  all  ordered  in  infinite  wisdom,  and  brought  about 
in  fondest  love.  I  feel  it  was  of  God's  mercy  that  my  mother 
should  take  me  when  she  did,  and  cause  my  heart  to  thrill  with  her 
sayings  and  songs  of  redeeming  love.  That  was  a  time  I  shall 
ever  remember  on  the  15th  day  of  April,  1839,  when  I  sat  by 
her  side,  I  looked  in  her  face,  but  she  noticed  me  not.  Her  eyes 
were  closed,  never  to  open  again  in  this  world.  Her  lips  moved. 
She  sang : — 

'*  And  un  I  bom  to  die, 
To  lay  this  body  down  ? 
And  most  my  trembling  spirit  fly 
Into  a  world  miknown  ? " 

That  same  night  the  mother  left  her  boy  in  a  cold  and  cruel 
world ;  but  that  time  was  in  His  gracious  hand,  and  up  to  this, 
every  step  has  been  paved  with  mercy.  He  had  purposes  of 
grace  to  manifest  to  me,  and  He  fixed  the  time  when  I  should 
be  brought  into  association  and  communion  with  those  who  are 
so  near  and  dear  to  Him  by  electing  love,  redeeming  blood,  and 
regenerating  &^ace,  when  I  should  experience  the  felicity  of 
friendship  with  the  saints,  and  enjoy  tne  lovingkindness  and 
tenderness  of  my  God.  And  c€«i  I  forget  His  well-ordered 
time,  when,  under  the  gallery  in  old  St.  Jude's,  Manchester,  I 
heard  His  words  spoken  from  the  lips  of  His  own  servant — words 
of  covenant  love,  words  of  spiritual  Ufe,  abiding  words  to  my 
heart  ?  Never  I  Dear  old  John  Kent  yet  sings  m  the  hearts  of 
God's  people : — 
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**  Th'  appointed  time  rolls  on  apace, 
Not  to  propose,  but  call  by  grace  ; 
Give  a  new  hearty  renew  the  will. 
And  turn  the  feet  to  Zion's  hill/' 

He  has  the  time  fixed  when  He  will  meet  me  and  reveal  to  me 
the  blessings  of  His  kingdom,  the  provisions  of  His  table,  and 
the  love  of  His  heart.  He  knew  the  time  when,  in  His  good 
providence,  I  should  be  brought  to  the  pastorate  of  His  flock  in 
Grove  chapel — a  pastorate  distinguished  by  perplexities,  trials, 
and  troubles,  and,  by  the  shaking  of  the  fan  in  the  hand  of 
JEHOVAH-JESUS,  purging  this  floor  from  Arminian  chaflF  and 
free-will  rubbish,  and  all  to  bring  His  saints  into  blessed  associa- 
tion with  Himself,  causing  them  to  glor^  alone  in  the  one  theme 
of  His  eternal,  predestinating,  electing,  redeeming,  regenerating, 
preserving,  ana  glorifying  love.  He  fixed  the  time  that  I  should 
come  this  morninff  to  open  my  lips  and  deal  out  truths  most 
precious  to  you  who  are  eternally  loved  of  my  God,  redeemed 
by  the  precious  blood  of  Christ,  regenerated  by  His  blessed 
Spirit,  and  brought  into  hallowed  fellowship  with  His  scattered 
and  peeled,  yet  gathered  and  healed,  ones.  "  Truly  our  fellow- 
ship 18  with  the  Father,  and  with  His  Son  Jesus  Christ"  (1  John 
i  3).  It  is  here  we  are  loved  and  love  a^in,  and  all  other 
love  is  but  fleshly  folly.  He  arranged  and  brought  about  the 
times  of  the  year  that  is  passed  and  gone  for  ever ;  times  of 
hope  and  times  of  self-despair ;  times  of  anxietv  and  care  when 
we  watched  over  those  we  love  in  hope  and  expectation  of 
their  being  preserved  to  us  ih  life  and  honour,  and  times  of 
bitter  disappointment  when  sorrow  has  told  its  sad  tale  in 
burdened  spirits.  Some  of  us  can  remember  the  time  when  we 
witnessed  the  passing  out  of  time  into  eternity  of  those  who 
were  so  near  and  so  dear  to  us,  and,  as  they  trod  the  path 
unknown  to  us,  we  wept  at  our  feeling  helplessness  to  minister 
one  drop  of  consolation  to  their  exercised  spirits.  We  have  had 
our  times  of  spiritual  joy  and  refreshment  from  the  presence  of 
the  Lord*  Blessings,  praises,  and  all  honour  for  ever  rest  upon 
the  head  of  our  adorable  Emmanuel,  we  have  had  our  times  of 
love  within  these  walls,  in  that  schoolroom  at  our  Friday 
evening  prayer  meetings,  and  at  our  Tuesday  evening  gather- 
ings. And  here  let  me  tell  you  again,  that  some  of  you  know 
not  what  you  miss  by  your  absence;  but  there  are  some  here  this 
morning  who  can  bless  and  thank  him  for  His  jcoodness  to  us  on 
these  occasions. 

"  ify  Hmesy  The  times  when  my  weary  head  aches  and 
throbs ;  when  I  appear  to  be  a  bundle  of  unstrung  nerves,  and 
feel  myself  not  fit  company  for  the  poorest  dog  under  the  table. 
Yes,  I  am  ofttimes  like  Ephraim  m  my  feelings — **  a  cake  not 
turned.^'*  This  is  a  strange  condition :  the  devil  I  hate,  man  I 
shun,  and  God  appears  to  be  in  the  land  of  far  distances ;  but 
tD  these  times  are  in   His  hand.      Look  still  further.       The 
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times  when  pain,  disease,  and  sickness  have  been  felt  in  some 
pai*ts  of  these  mortal  bodies  of  ours,  producing  gloomy  fore- 
bodings and  painful  apprehensions  as  to  the  issue.  I  have  been 
foolish  enougn  to  wonder  what  will  be  the  nature  and  amount 
of  the  sufferings  through  which  I  must  pass ;  but  my  comfort 
and  confidence  is  this :  I  know  that  all  my  headaches  and  hearts 
aches,  all  ray  pains  of  body  and  anxieties  of  mind,  are  in  His 
gi'acious  hands,  and  must  work  together  for  my  good  and  for 
His  glory.  The  time  and  manner  of  my  death  He  has  reserved 
to  Himself,  and  the  blessed  realisation  of  this  gives  me  a  gracious 
lift  out  of  that  bondage  through  fear  of  death,  which  many  of 
God's  children  experience  all  their  hves  long.  In  His  time  I 
shall  cease  to  sin  and  suffer,  and  shall  for  ever  have  done  with 
sorrow;  then,  lost  in  God-head,  love,  and  blood,  my  ransomed 
spirit  will  be  swallowed  up  in  unceasing  praise  before  Him. 

ni. — A  PRESENT  EXPERIENCE — ''Are,  That  word  speaks 
of  the  present,  not  of  the  past,  nor  of  the  future.  I  love  to 
speak  of  present  tense-realities,  for  you  may  rest  assured  that 
ofttimes  when  my  spirit  is  overwhelmed,  past  mercies  will  not 
come  in  review  for  my  comfort  and  consolation,  neither  will 
surmisings  as  to  the  future  improve  my  state  of  mind.  The 
Psalmist  sajrs  :  "  My  times  are  in  Thy  hand,"  while  the  promise 
by  Moses  is,  "  As  thy  day«,  so  shall  thy  strength  be  *'  (Deut. 
xxxiii.  25).  This  promise  is  often  misquoted  thus:  "As  thv 
day,  so  shall  thy  strength  be."  But  you  see  the  word  "  days  ^* 
is  m  the  plural  number,  so  is  the  word  "  times  "  of  our  text.  My 
times,  not  my  time,  of  sojourning  upon  earth;  but  my  times,  my 
seasons,  and  my  changes.  I  said  that  I  love  to  look  at  present- 
tense  realities.  I  love  to  enjoy  them  in  union  with  my  great 
and  glorious  Lord  who  Imows  nothing  of  past  or  future 
with  me,  but  holds  me,  and  all  things  concermng  me,  in  His 
loving  hands,  eternally  and  unceasingly.  With  Him  there  is  an 
eternal  NOW.  Turn  with  me  to  a  few  portions  which  God  has 
made  veiy  precious  to  my  soul.  1  Peter  v.  7  :  **  Casting  all 
your  care  upon  Him,  for  He"  has  cared?  No!  Will  care  *( 
No !  The  word  is  in  the  present  tense,  and  will  be  all  through 
the  wilderness  journey :  "  He  careth  for  you."  Why  ?  Because 
all  the  times  of  His  people  are  in  His  hand.  We  cannot  think 
of  a  period  in  time  or  in  eternity  when  their  times  were  not  in 
His  hand.  Again,  "  The  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  His  Son  cleanseth 
us  from  all  sin  (1  John  i.  7).  It  is  not  has  cleansed,  will  cleanse, 
but  cleanseth.  It  is  an  ever-present  cleansing  as  long  as  a 
redeemed  one  is  in  the  sinful  body.  From  the  sins  of  my 
unregeneracy  I  am  cleansed,  and  the  sins  of  the  days  of  mv 
regeneracy  need  cleansing  in  atoning  blood.  See  I  It  cleanseth 
the  sins  of  the  pulpit  and  the  sins  of  the  pew,  the  sins  which 
meet  the  gaze  oi  men,  and  those  I  am  sensible  of  in  my  moments 
of  retirement  and  devotion.  Look  again  at  1  John  iv.  18: 
"  Perfect  love  casteth  out  fear."     It  is  not  hath  cast  out,  will 
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cast  out,  but  "  castetk  otit  fear.^'  What  is  this  perfect  love  I 
Read  verse  16:  "And  we  have  known  and  believed  the  love 
that  God  hath  to  us.  God  is  love ;  and  he  that  dwelleth  in  love 
dweUeth  in  God,  and  God  in  him."  This  is  the  perfection  of 
love.  **  Herein  is  love  with  us  " — ^not  our  love,  but  the  love  of 
the  covenant  Three  to  us — "  made  perfect,  that  we  may  have 
boldness  in  the  day  of  judgment :  because  as  He  is,  so  are  we 
m  this  world,  There  is  no  fear  in  love."  The  perfect  love  of 
God,  shed  abroad  in  the  heart,  casteth  out  fear.  If  this  is  true 
this  morning,  it  will  be  so  through  time  and  through  a  never- 
ending  eternity. 

IV. — A  SECURE  POSITION — **  In."  "  My  times  are  in  " — not 
toward,  not  near,  not  at  a  distance,  but  "  in  Thy  hand."  Not 
even  a  hair's  breadth  from  Him,  which  precludes  all  possibility 
of  faflure  or  disappointment.  In  His  hand  before  the  worlds 
were  framed.  In  His  hand  when  He  wrote  my  name  in  the 
Lamb's  Book  of  Life.  In  His  hand  when  He  arranged  and 
settled  all  my  circumstances  and  states,  sorrows  and  sufferings, 
perplexities  and  privations,  blessings  and  benefits.  My  salvation 
certain  in  the  purpose  of  the  Father,  secure  in  the  person  of  the 
Son,  and  sure  in  tne  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Tnat  precious 
preposition  in  shows  that  no  jjart  of  my  salvation  is  deputed  to 
the  hand  of  another.     But  tms  leads  us  to  notice, — 

V. — A  GRACIOUS  Provider—"  Thy."  Look  at  Him  as  He  is 
revealed  from  the  commencement  of  the  Psalm.  In  verse  1, 
He  is  JEHOVAH  the  Deliverer,  Defender,  and  Delight  of  His 
people.  JEHOVAH  my  Provider.  JEHOVAH  my  Physician. 
JEHOVAH  my  Security.  JEHOVAH  my  Peace.  JEHOVAH 
my  Righteousness.  JEHOVAH  my  Companion.  JEHOVAH 
for  me.  JEHOVAH  vnth  me.  JEHOVAH  in  me.  Look  at 
verse  2 :  JEHOVAH  stooping,  sheltering,  and  saving.  Verse 
3 :  JEHOVAH  leading  and  guiding.  Verse  4 :  JEHOVAH 
liberating  and  strengthening.  Verse  5 :  JEHOVAH  redeeming 
from  sin,  sorrow,  and  suffering,  and  landing  His  people  safe  in 
eternal  glory.  Verse  7 :  JEHOVAH  considering  and  appre- 
ciating His  children.  Verse  14 :  JEHOVAH  the  confidence  of 
His  child :  *'  But  I  tnisted  in  Thee,  0  LORD  ;  I  said.  Thou  art 
my  God.     My  times  are  in  Thy  handy 

VI. — A  PRECIOUS  METAPHOR—"  Hand."  This  appears  to  us 
in  many  parts  of  God's  written  Word.  In  one  place  it  means 
the  purpose  of  JEHOVAH.  All  my  times  are  m  His  purpose. 
All  m  the  will  I  All  in  the  will !  See  Acts  iv.  28  :  "  For  to  do 
whatsoever  Thy  hand  and  Thy  counsel  determined  before  to  be 
done,'*     It  also  means  His  power.    Turn  to  Psalm  xcv.  4,  5 : 

•*  In  His  hand  are  the  deep  places  of  the  earth and  Bis 

hands  formed  the  dry  land.*'  It  also  means  His  providence. 
See  Psalm  cxlv.  IH :  "Thou  openest  Thiiie  hand  ana  satisfiest 
the  desire  of  every  living  thing. '  It  also  denotes  His  protection. 
Turn  to  John  x.  28,  29  :  "  They  shall  never  perish,  neither  shall 
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any  pluck  them  out  of  My  hand.  My  Father,  which  gave  them 
Me,  IS  greater  than  all,  and  none  is  able  to  pluck  them  out  of 
My  Father* 8  hand.'^  Look  still  further,  and  in  many  parts  of  that 
blessed  book  of  Nehemiah,  it  signifies  God^s  presence.  Turn  to 
chapter  ii.  18 :  "  The  fiand  of  my  God  whicn  was  good  upon 
me." 

Now,  which  of  us  can  say  this  morning  that  the  hand  of  our 
God  has  not  been  on  us  for  good  ?  He  has  provided  for  us, 
protected  us,  and  preserved  us.  His  patient  grace  has  borne 
with  our  manners  these  many  years  in  the  wilderness,  His 
preserving  care  opened  our  eyes  this  morning  to  see  the  light 
of  another  day,  ELis  providing  mercy  has  spread  our  tables  with 
the  bounties  of  His  hand,  and  we  have  experienced  some  little 
of  the  love  of  His  heart.  Can  we  look  back  upon  the  way  He 
has  brought  us,  and  murmur  at  His  leadings?  What  answer 
can  we  give  to  the  question  of  Jesus,  Lacked  ye  anything  t 
Well,  I  can  say,  No,  Lord,  not  one  thing.  In  the  blessed  reali- 
sation and  sweet  experience  of  this  precious  fact,  we  may  say 
individually,  "JEHOVAH,"  in  whose  hands  my  times  are, 
"  JEHOVAH  is  my  Shepherd,  I  shall  not  want.  Surely  good- 
ness and  mercy  shall  follow  me  all  the  days  of  my  life  :  and  I 
will  dwell  in  the  house  of  the  Lord  for  ever." 

May  the  Lord  add  His  blessing  for  His  own  name's  sake. 
Amen. 


Hymn  Sung  After  the  Sermon. 


Sovereign  Ruler  of  the  skies, 
Ever  gracious,  ever  wise  ; 
All  my  times  are  in  Thy  hand. 
All  events  at  Thy  command. 

His  decree  who  formed  the  earth, 
Fixed  my  first  and  second  birth  ; 
Parents,  native  place,  and  (^ime, 
All  appointed  were  by  Him. 

Times  of  sickness  ;  times  of  health  ; 
Times  of  penury  and  wealth  ; 
Times  of  trial  and  of  grief  ; 
Times  of  triumph  and  relief. 

Times  the  tempter's  power  to  jirove  : 
Times  to  taste  the  Saviour's  love; 
All  must  come,  and  last,  and  end, 
As  shall  please  my  heavenly  Friend. 

Plagues  and  deaths  around  me  fly ; 
Till  He  bids  I  cannot  die ; 
Not  a  single  shaft  can  hit, 
Till  the  God  of  love  sees  fit. 


Rylakd. 
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THE  DAY— THE  SONG— AND  THE  LAND. 
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Pbkaohed  a  Obote  Ohapbl,  Oahbebwsll,  on  SmruAT  Mobnuto, 
Jamuabt  12th,  1879,  BY 

THOMAS  BRADBURY. 


'*  In  that  day  shall  this  song  be  sung  in  the  land  of  Jndah/' — Isaiah  xxvi.  1. 

•*  I  I  E  that  tilleth  his  land  shall  have  plenty  of  bread  "  is  the 
JLjL  declaration  of  Divine  inspiration  by  Solomon  (Prov. 
xxviii.  19).  This  is  blessedly  true  concerning  the  land  of 
IHvine  revelation  and  spiritual  promise.  He  who  tills  that  land 
shall  have  plenty  of  oread.  The  ^notation  of  this  portion 
need  cause  no  alarm,  for  it  is  not  my  intention  to  diverge  from 
my  loved  employ  of  preaching  God's  free-grace,  to  my  any 
burdens  upoUi  you  either  light  or  heavy.  Burdens  sufficient  are 
experienced  by  Zioiv's  pugrims  who  are  travelling  to  that 
glorious  rest  which  God  has  provided  for  them ;  so  there  is  no 
necessity  for  the  ministers  of  the  New  Testament,  those  who 
are  "the  messengersof  the  Churches  and  the  glorv  of  Christ," 
to  lay  burdens  upon  the  tried  and  tempted  children  of  the 
living  God.  That  is  a  precious  Scripture  in  Psalm  Ivii.  2 :  "I 
will  cry  unto  God  Mos^  High  that  performeth  all  things  for  me." 
"The  Worker,  the  Tiller,  the  Husbandman  is  God,  according  to 
tiie  word  of  our  Lord  *o  His  sorrowing  disciples :  "  My  Fatner 
is  the  Husbandman  "  (John  xv.  1).  He  sows  His  seeds  of  new 
covenant  truth  wherever  He  wills,  and  they  are  carried  by  the 
heavenly  Wind,  His  own  blessed  Spirit,  into  those  plots  of  good 
^ound  of  His  own  preparing,  where  He  will  cause  fruits  of 
ri^teousness  to  abound  by  Jesus  Christ.  It  has  pleased  Him 
also  to  sow  Hght  for  the  lighteous  in  many  portions  of  His 
blessed  Word  (Psalm  xcvii.  11).  New  covenant  tnith  is 
couched  beneath  the  letter  of  the  Word,  to  be  brought  to  si^ht 
ki  His  own  set  time  of  favour  for  the  instruction  and  edification 
of  His  own  people.    Yes,  in  many  portions  of  the  written  Word 
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seeds  of  Divine  truth  are  sown  which  shall  yield  abmidant 
fruit  for  the  comfort  and  establishment  of  true  Zionists.  From 
these  precious  portions  seed  shall  be  conveyed  to  the  ground 
of  God's  preparing,  which  He  calls  "  An  honest  ana  good 
heart"  (Luke  viii.  15).  This  is  a  heart  of  His  own  giving — ^a 
heart  which  has  experienced  the  piercing  power  of  the  plough- 
share of  the  Divine  law — a  heart  that  knows  something  of  the 
crushing  power  of  the  harrow  of  tribulation  breaking  up  and 
preparing  the  ground  for  the  seed  of  God.  Sometimes  He 
sows,  and  in  a  comparatively  short  space  of  time  His  fruit 
appears.  At  other  times  He  sows,  and  as  the  Divine  Husband- 
man He  patiently  waits  for  the  fruit  which  shall  abound  by 
His  own  skiU,  wisdom,  and  power.  We  have  a  nice  little  patch 
of  new  covenant  ground  laid  out  before  us  in  the  portion  I  have 
read  for  our  meditation  this  morning,  and  if  it  be  His  gracious 
will  to  reveal  to  us  the  precious  things  which  can  only  be 
brought  forth  bjr  the  Sun,  we  must  of  necessity  retire  from  this 

Elace  with  rejoicing  hearts,  blessing  and  thanking  Him  for  the 
Ipirit  of  wisdom  and  revelation  by  whom  we  are  privileged  to 
enjoy  the  presence  and  preciousness  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

There  are  three  things  in  the  text  which  we  will  notice — 

L— The  day—"  In  fliat  day." 

II. — The  song — **  Shall  this  song  be  sung." 

III.— The  land—"  In  the  land  of  Judah.^ 

I. — The  day — "  In  that  day."  We  read  of  many  days  in 
God's  blessed  Word.  Turn  to  Gen.  i.  5:  "And  the  evening 
and  the  morning  were  the  first  day."  This  consisted  of  twenty- 
four  hours.  The  evening  being  named  first  conveys  a  fand  of 
spiritual  instruction  to  the  Spint-taught  children  of  the  living 
God.  In  Psalm  Ixxiv.  16,  the  Psalmist  says,  "The  dajr  is 
Thine,  the  night  also  is  Thine :  Thou  hast  prepared  the  hght 
and  the  sun."  Look  at  Psalm  civ.  19 — 23 :  "  He  appointed  the 
moon  for  seasons :  the  sun  knoweth  His  going  down.  Thou 
makest  darkness,  and  it  is  night :  wherein  all  the  beasts  of  the 
forest  do  creep  foi-th.  The  sun  ariseth,  they  gather  themselves 
together,  and  lay  them  down  in  their  dens.  Man  goeth  forth 
unto  his  work  and  to  his  labour  until  the  evening."  Those  who 
are  brought  into  i^iritual  oneness  with  Christ  in  His  sufferings 
know  something  of  the  experimental  realities  contained  in  that 
Psalm.  When  the  Sun  of  Righteousness  descends  beneath  our 
spiritual  horizon,  we  are  distressed  and  annoyed  with  the 
creepings  forth  of  gloomy  fears,  dreary  doubts,  accursed 
unbelief,  and  wretched  indifference.  We  also  know  the  prowl- 
ings  of  conceit  and  pride,  deceit  and  falsehood.  Yes,  we  know 
something  of  those  evil  beasts  described  in  Gal.  v.  19 — 21. 
Look  over  them  at  your  leisure,  and  if  you  are  guided  by  Gt)d 
the  ever-blessed  Spirit,  you  will  know  and  feel  that  your 
wretched  flesh  can  produce  nothing  better. 

As  we  look  through  the  blessed  Book,  we  notice  the  record 
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of  many  memorable  days.  That  was  a  glorious  one  when 
JEHO  VAH  by  His  mighty  hand  and  outstretched  arm  brought 
His  ancient  people  Israel  out  of  Egypt.  "  And  it  came  to  pass 
at  the  end  of  tne  four  hundred  and  thirty  years,  even  the  self- 
Mome  day  it  came  to  pase^  that  all  the  hosts  of  the  LORD  went 
out  from  the  land  of  Egypt"  (Exodus  xii.  41  and  51).  The 
great  day  of  atonement  was  a  day  of  rest  and  rejoicing  to  all 
true  IsraeUtes  (Lov.  xxv.  9).  That  was  a  remarkable  day 
when  God  by  His  mighty  hand  delivered  the  Jews  from  the 
crafty  plottings  of  cruel  Haman.  "The  Jews  had  light, 
and  gladness,  and  jojr,  and  honour.  And  in  every  province 
and  in  every  city,  whithersoever  the  king's  commandment  and 
his  decree  came,  the  Jews  had  joy  and  gladness,  a  feast,  and  a 
good  day"  (Esther  viii.  16,  17).  That  was  a  momentous  day 
when  our  blessed  Lord  and  Saviour  presented  Himself  before 
the  powers  of  darkness,  bearing  His  people's  sins  into  the  land 
of  never-ending  forgetfulness»  and  crying  from  the  ends  of  the 
earth,  '^  IT  IS  FINISHED  I  "  Salvation  was  an  accomphshed 
fact — Satan  was  defeated — sin  was  put  away — ^heaven  was 
filled  with  rejoicing — hell  with  dismay — and  to  the  elect  of  God 
throughout  all  time  was  secured,  perfection  in  Christ,  accept- 
ance m  the  Beloved,  and  completeness  in  Him.  There  was 
another  day,  brought  before  us  m  Psalm  cxviii.  24,  from  which 
Dr.  Watts  composed  his  precious  hymn, — 

«  TfaiB  is  the  day  the  Lord  hath  made, 
He  calls  the  hours  His  own ; 
Let  heayen  rejoice,  let  earth  be  glad, 
And  praise  surroimd  the  throne.'* 

But  the  hymn  restricts  the  truth  of  God  to  one  of  the  seven 
days  of  the  week.  Look  at  the  words  of  inspiration:  "  This  is 
the  day  which  the  LORD  hath  made ;  we  will  rejoice  and  be 
glad  in  it.'"  What  day  is  thatt  Is  it  a  period  of  time  confined 
within  the  short  space  of  twenty-four  hours  !  Nay !  It  is  that 
day,  dispensation,  or  era  existing  from  the  moment  Christ  rose 
again  from  the  dead  as  the  living  and  accepted  Surety  of  the 
covenant,  to  His  coming  again  to  take  His  people  nome  to 
Himself.  It  is  this  dispensation  of  grace  during  which  His 
power  and  glory  shall  be  revealed  in  the  hearts  of  His  people, 
drawing  therefrom  prayers  for  mercies  designed  and  praises  for 
blessings  bestowed. 

Ab  we  look  through  the  prophecies,  especially  those  of  the 
minor  prophets,  we  shall  find  mese  expressions  oftentimes: 
"  That  dOT,"  "  The  day  of  the  LORD,"  or,  "  That  great  day  of 
the  LORD."  In  each  case  the  expression  must  be  governed, 
understood,  and  explained  b^  its  preceding  and  succeeding 
context.  Many  of  these  portions  are  shrouded  in  mystery,  for 
many  of  th^m  refer  to  circumstances  that  are  passed,  or,  it  may 
be,  to  events  which  shall  yet  come  to  pass.  If  we  look  for  a 
Uteral  interpretation  in  many  of  these  Scriptures,  we^all  fii^d 
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ourselves  in  a  labyrinth  of  confusion  and  uncertainty.  But  it  is 
ours  to  look  at  them  in  a  higher,  a  heavenly,  and  spiritual  light. 
Every  prophecy  given  to  us  contains  a  glonous  spiritual 
promise  of  JEHOvAH  to  His  eternally-loved,  elect,  and 
redeemed  people.  When  we  are  brought  by  the  Holy  Spirit 
into  a  right  understanding  and  apprehension  of  revealed  truth, 
we  receive  that  which  teaches,  edmes,  and  establishes  our  souls 
in  covenant  verities.  We  will  notice  a  few  Scriptures  where 
this  expression,  "  In  that  day,"  occurs.  In  one  place  we  see 
a  day  of  trouble ;  in  another,  a  day  of  deliverance :  in  one,  a 
day  of  sorrow;  in  another,  a  day  of  rejoicing;  in  one,  a  day  of 
darkness ;  in  another,  a  day  of  light ;  in  one,  a  day  of  distress 
and  despair ;  in  another,  a  day  of  salvation  and  delight.  In 
Isaiah  ii.  12 — 17,  the  day  is  one  of  trouble,  anxiety,  and 
perplexity :  "  For  the  day  of  the  LORD  of  hosts  shall  be  upon 
every  one  that  is  proud  and  lofty,  and  upon  every  one  that  is 
lifted  up,  and  he  shall  be  brought  low.  And  the  loftiness  of 
man  shall  be  bowed  down,  and  uie  haughtiness  of  men  shall  be 
made  low :  and  the  LORD  alone  shall  be  exalted  in  that  ^^." 
Turn  to  chap.  iv.  1,  and  there  you  will  see  a  description  of  a 
dreadful  day  I  "  And  in  that  day  seven  women  shall  take  hold 
of  one  man,  saying.  We  will  eat  our  own  bread,  .and  wear  our 
own  apparel :  only  let  us  be  called  by  thy  name,  to  take  away 
our  reproach."  This  is  what  I  have  ofttimes  styled,  "  The 
Perfection  of  Hypocrisy,"  and  this  very  perfection  of  hypocrisy 
reigns  on  every  hand  in  this  day  of  flaming  profession.  We 
see  those  who  will  feed  upon  fleshly  free-will  husks,  gfird 
themselves  with  the  rags  oi  their  own  fancied  righteousness, 
and  be  called  Christians,  after  the  name  of  Christ,  while  their 
hearts  are  full  of  enmity  against  Christ,  His  salvation.  His 
truth,  and  His  people.  All  this  is  because  it  is  anything  but 
respectable  not  to  be  considered  a  Christian.  Come  to  chap, 
xin.  6 :  "  Howl  ye ;  for  the  day  of  the  LORD  is  at  hand :  it 
dhall  come  as  a  destruction  from  the  Almighty." 

You  win  find  a  very  remarkable  expression  in  Jer.  xxx.  7: 
"  Alas  I  for  that  day  is  great,  so  that  none  is  like  it :  it  is  even 
the  time  of  Jacob's  trouble ;  but  he  shall  be  saved  out  of  it." 
Now  Jacob  was  dead,  buried,  and  lost  to  sight  many  long  years 
before  Jeremiah  uttered  this  prophecy.  The  Jacob  of  this 
prophecy  is  a  representative  character,  found  in  those  persons 
fi|)oken  of  in  Mai.  iii.  6:  "  For  I  am  the  LORD,  I  change  not: 
therefore  ye  sons  of  Jacob  are  not  consumed."  Turn  to  Joel  ii. 
11,  81 :  "  And  the  LORD  shall  utter  His  voice  before  His  army  ^ 
for  His  camp  is  very  great :  for  He  is  strong  that  executeth  His 
•word :  for  the  day  of  the  LORD  is  great  and  very  terrftle :  and 
who  can  abide  it !  The  sun  shall  be  turned  into  darkness  and 
the  moon  into  blood,  before  the  great  and  terrible  day  of  the 
LORD  come."  Some  of  you  may  be  ready  to  say.  Oh !  you  are 
leading  us  ix>  portions  of  prophecies  with  which  we  have  nothing 
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wbB^erer  to  do.  Do  not  be  too  rash  in  your  conclusion,  my 
ffiends,  for  it  is  my  defiore  in  every  quotation  I  make  to  find 
eomelliing  ther^  with  which  I  have  to  do,  and  with  which 
JEHOVAH  may  have  to  do  with  you  in  the  testimony  flowing 
from  this  exercised  heart  of  mine.  If  you  will  look  at  Acts  ii. 
Hi — 21,  you  will  see  how  Peter,  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  quoted  this 
very  prophecy  to  prove  the  descent  of  the  H^ly  Ghost  in  His 
convincing  power  upon  the  three  thousand,  who,  in  consterna- 
tion and  almost  wild  despair,  cried  out,  "  What  shall  we  dot'' 
Mark  yon!  "The  great  and  notable  day  of  the  LORD  had 
eome  "  to  tb«n.  Eterncd  realities  stared  them  in  the  face.  Ood^ 
IB  Hia  hatred  and  abhorrence  of  sin,  was  revealed  to  their  won^ 
during  hearts.  JEHOVAH,  in  His  fary,  indignation,  and  wiath^ 
not  on  GtMspel  ground,  but  on  that  of  law  with  its  curse»  and 
condemnation,  occupied  their  despaaring  spirits.  Conrmced<andt 
law-condemned  sinners  know  by  pain&l  experienoe  that  tkai6 
day  is  great,  so  that  there  is  none  uke  udto  i^  that  it  is  tioe  dary 
of  Jacob's  trouble :  yet,  blessed  be  God,  he  shall  be  saved  out 
of  it^    Know  ye  anyming  feelingly  of  such  a  day  as  this? 

Amoe^  in  his  fifth  chapter,  20tii  verse,  says:  ^ Shall  no^  tine* 
day  of  the  LORD  be  darkness,  and  not  light?  even  very  dark 
and  no  bri^tness  in  it?  "  Tell  me,  ye  who  know  anything  of 
the  convicting  powet  (rf  God  the  ever^blessed  Spirit^  Waa  mot 
tiiat  a  dark  dav  when  He  brought  before  you  in  terrible  review 
the  sins  and  foUies  of  your  past  life  ?  Ay,  indeed  it  was*  ALm> 
when  He  gave  you  to  feel  the  plague  of  your  own  healrt,  the 
enmity  of  vour  carnal  mind  against  God,  and  the  rebelliousness 
of  yoQT  wnole  nature  against  Him,  despising  His  Word^  dis« 
carding  His  authority,  and  calling  into  question  the  glorv, 
honoor,  (Sgnity,  and  sovereignty  of  His  Christ.  Then  you  eould' 
see  aad  feel  sin  to  be  exoeemng  sinful,  and  dreaded  the  tenrotv 
of  a  sin-hating  God^  knowing  that  you  deserved  to  suffer  His 
firown  and  fiery  indignation  in  your  own  persons,  and  that  left 
to  yourselves  niere  was  no  standing  for  you  in  E[is  sacred  and 
solenm  presence.  60  it  is  when  the  blessed  Spirit  comes  home 
and  reveals  the  matchless  purity  of  JEHOVAH  on  old  covenant 
ground.  Daik,  gloomy,  and  terrible  is  tiie  experience  of  the 
awakened  sinner^  so  tliat  Amos  might  well  say,  ''Woe  unto  yon 
that  desire  the  dav  of  the  LOBDI  to  what  end  is  it  to  yout  tiie* 
day  of  tiie  LORD  is  darkness  and  not  light.*'  Now  turn  witih 
me  to  that  glorious  new  covenant  chapter,  Zeph«  iii.,  which  has 
often  been  a  precious  one  to  me.  But  notice  first  of  all  chap^  i 
14—^18:  '^The  great  day  of  the  LORD  is  near,  it  is  neary  and 
kasteth  greatly,  even  the  voice  of  the  dav  of  the  LORD^  tiie 
mif^ity  nun  shall  crv  there  bitterly.  That  day  is  a  day  of 
wnitii,  a  day  of  trouble  and  distress,  a  day  of  wasteness  and 
dasolationi  a  day  of  darkness  and  gloominess,  a  day  of  clouds 
and  thick  dadoiess.  A  day  of  the  trumpet  and  alarm  agamsl 
Ibe  fieaced  oUAm,  and  against  the  high  tower&"    It  is  the  day  qC 
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the  LORD'S  wrath,  from  which  neither  silver,  nor  «)ld,  nor  any 
of  earth's  productions  can  ever  deliver  them.  Now  come  U> 
chap.  iii.  16 :  "In  that  day."  This  is  the  day  spoken  of  in  our 
text.  "  In  that  day  it  shall  be  said  to  Jerusalem,  Fear  tiiou  not." 
Turn  to  Gal.  iv.  26,  and  you  see  the  Jerusalem  spoken  of: 
"  But  Jerusalem  which  is  above  is  free,  which  is  the  mother  of 
us  all."  Paul  speaks  of  it  in  Heb.  xii.  22  as  "the  heavenly 
Jerusalem."  Christ  caUs  it,  "new  Jerusalem"  (Rev.  iii  12), 
while  John  speaks  of  it  thus,  "  I  John  saw  the  holy  city,  new 
Jerusalem,  coming  down  from  God  out  of  heaven,  prepared  as  a 
bride  adorned  for  ner  husband"  (Rev.  xxL  2).  In  the  da^  when 
Jesus  comes  witii  His  sweet  "  Fear  thou  not,"  the  inhabitant  of 
the  s^ritual  Jerusalem  shall  experience  deliverance  from  terror, 
doubt,  and  dread.  "And  to  Zion."  What  is  ZSon?  The 
people  of  God  whom  He  has  loved  and  redeemed.  These  He 
beautifies  and  adorns,  making  of  them  a  glorious  monument  to 
Ao'w  forth  His  grace,  beauty,  and  power.  These  are  all  true 
beUevers.  I  do  not  say  believers,  for  that  title  only  occurs  twice 
in  our  New  Testament.  It  is  amazing  to  notice  what  capital  is 
made  of  it  by  flesh-pleasing  preachers  m  the  present  day.  I  will 
tell  you  honestly  and  candidly,  when  I  hear  a  man  frequently 
Qsin^  the  word  believer,  I  look  at  him  and  wonder  where  he  is 
drifting  to.  God's  children  are  set  before  us  in  His  Book  under 
a  variety  of  titles,  and  are  addressed  bjr  every  other  than  that  of 
beUever.  If  I  were  to  address  you  this  morning  as  a  congrega- 
tion of  believers,  I  should  almost  ima^ne  some  of  you  would 
^^nash  your  teeth  with  spiritual  agony,  because  you  experience 
m  your  souls  the  bitterness  of  unbelief,  your  want  of  trust  and 
confidence  in  God,  while  you  confess  honestlv  before  Him,  that, 
instead  of  believing^ou  are  more  frequently  unbelieving,  and 
when  you  approach  ^im,  it  is  with  the  words  of  the  poor  man  in 
the  (Gospel  nowing  from  vour  exercised  heart,  "  Lord,  I  believe, 
help  Thou  mine  unbeUe£"  It  is  blessed  for  us  to  know  that  all 
true  believers  are  those  who  stand  in  spiritual  and  experimental 
union  with  the  great  and  glorious  Head,  and  are  formed  by  Him 
into  that  ^and  spiritual  confederation  and  association  which 
He  singles,  Zion.  To  these  He  says^  "  Let  not  thine  hands  be 
slaok,^'  OT  faint.  The  day  of  deliverance  to  one  is  freauently 
the  day  of  destruction  to  another.  The  day  of  Israel's  aeliver^ 
anoe  was  the  day  of  destruction  to  the  Egyptians.  See  Psa. 
oxxxvi  13 — 15:  "To  Him  which  divided  the  Red  Sea  into 
parts:  for  His  mercy  endureth  for  ever.  And  made  Israel  to 
pass  through  the  midst  of  it :  for  His  meroy  endureth  for  ever. 
But  overthrew  Pharaoh  and  his  host  in  the  Red  Sea :  for  His 
xoeroy  endureth  for  ever."  Mercy  upon  Israel— judgment  tqpon 
Bgypt.  But  it  is  cure  to  see  two  spiritual  opposites  experienced 
by  the  children  of  God  on  the  settHNune  day.  A  dav  of  dark* 
ness,  upon  which  the  bright  beams  of  tiie  Sun  of  Righteousness 
ftirise*    A  day  of  distress,  upon  which  dehvering  grace  is  sweetily 
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ejq>erienoed.  A  day  of  dreary  conviction  resulting  in  spiritual 
regeneration.  In  the  experience  of  the  pangs  of  the  new  birth 
the  cry  is  heard,  "  What  shall  we  do  ?  "  out  ere  the  day  closea, 
gladness  and  joy  of  heart  are  the  lot  of  the  children  (Acts  ii. 
37 — 47).     The  sound  of  the  midnight  earthquake  shatters  to 

glecee  the  very  soul  of  the  Philippian  jailer,  who,  rushing  in  to 
aul  and  Silas,  cried,  "  Sirs,  what  must  I  do  to  be  saved? '' 
But  look  at  him  that  same  ni^ht,  he  took  the  two  persecuted 
disoipleB  of  the  Lord,  washed  their  stripes,  made  them  as  com* 
fortable  as  his  loving  heart  could  make  them,  ^*  and  rejoiced, 
believing  in  God  with  all  his  house  "  (Acts  xvi.  26 — 34).  Yes, 
the  dav  of  the  Lord  is  set  before  us  tnroughout  the  Scriptures 
of  truth  as  one  of  darkaess  and  light,  death  and  life,  distress  and 
deliverance ;  a  day  when  sin  is  revealed  by  the  law,  and  salva- 
tion realized  by  the  Gbspel  through  the  blood  and  obedience  of 
Jesua  Notice  the  day  as  described  in  Isa.  iv.  After  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  perfection  of  hvpocrisy,  it  says,  "  In  that  day  shall 
the  Branch  of  the  LORD  be  beautiful  and  glorious,  and  the 
Fruit  of  the  earth  shall  be  excellent  and  comely."  That  is  Christ 
in  His  Divine  and  human  natures.  Christ,  God-Man,  the  Saviour 
and  Friend  of  His  Church  and  people.  Not  tlie  Saviour  of  these 
seven  women,  these  spiritual  admteresses,  th  ese  wanton  hypocrites, 
and  profligate  professors ;  but,  "  for  them  that  are  escaped  c^ 
Israel.  And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  that  he  that  is  left  in  Zion, 
and  he  that  remaineth  in  Jerusalem,  shall  be  called  holy  " — all 
those  whom  God  has  separated,  selected,  elected,  chosen — ''  even 
everyone  that  is  written  amone  the  living  in  Jerusalem,"  or,  as 
you  read  in  the  margin,  **to  Ufim  Jerusalem.'' 

Turn  oyer  the  pages  of  your  Bibles  to  Isa.  xxv.  9  :  *'  And  it 
•hall  be  said  in  that  day^  Lo,  this  is  our  God ;  we  have  waited 
for  Him."  This  is  the  day  when  death  is  swallowed  up  in 
victory — ^the  victory  achieved  by  our  blessed  Lord  on  Calvary's 
height  over  sin,  death,  and  hell.  The  day  when  He  wipes  all 
tears  from  the  faces  of  His  redeemed,  and  when  He  takes  away 
the  rebuke  of  His  people  from  off  all  the  earth.  The  day  when 
He  speaks  '^  No  condemnation  "  to  their  hearts,  when  no  accusa- 
tion of  Satan  can  prevail  against  them,  and  when  no  weapon 
formed  against  them  by  men  or  devils  can  proqper ;  "  In  Uiat 
day  it  shall  be  said,  Lo,this  is  our  God."  Our  God  in  covenant, 
ordering  aU  things  well  for  us.  Our  God  in  redemption,  per- 
fonning  all  things  for  us.  Our  God  in  regeneration,  working  aU 
our  works  in  u&  '^  We  have  waited  for  Him  "  through  the  lon^ 
day  of  darkness,  gloominess  and  distress.  ^'  He  wifi  save  ua« 
Notice  the  spirit  of  humility  that  characterizes  these  waiters^ 
They  do  not  say.  He  has  saved  us ;  but, ''  He  will  save  us."  The 
fjEtct  of  His  having  saved  them  was  to  them  His  pledge  that  He 
would  continue  to  save  them,  for,  salvation  experimentally 
realized  by  the  living  child  of  God,  is  a  succession  of  deliverances 
from  the  first  throroings  of  regeneration  to  his  entrance  into 
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^^»  "  He  will  save  us :  this  is  the  LORD  :  we  haye  waited 
tor  Him,  we  will  be  glad  and  rejoice  in  His  salvation.  For  in 
this  moontain  shall  the  hand  of  the  LORD  rest "  in  blessing npoti 
His  peonle,  and  in  judgment  upon  His  enemies, "  and  Moe^  snail 
be  trodaen  down  under  Him,  even  as  straw  is  trodden  down  for 
the  dunghill.  And  He  shall  spread  forth  His  hands  in  the  midst 
of  them,  as  he  that  swimmeth  spreadeth  forth  his  hands  to  swim.*' 
To  swim,  as  an  expert  and  strong  swimmer  cleaves  the  waves 
before  him,  and  makes  his  way  by  tiie  force  of  his  powerful  arm, 
60  JEHOVAH  by  His  own  power  will  have  BKs  own  way  in  the* 
midst  of  all  the  waves  of  opposition  through  which  His  people 
have  to  pass,  and  with  all  tne  surgings  and  seethings  of  corrupt 
tion  which  His  tried  and  tempted  ones  are  callea  to  endure.* 
"  And  He  shall  bring  down  their  pride  together  with  the  spoilfir 
of  their  hand.  And  the  fortress  of  the  high  fort  of  thy  widte 
shall  He  bring  down,  lay  low,  and  bring  to  the  ground,  evei^ 
to  the  dust."  This  judgment  shall  be  experienced  not  only  hy 
foes,  but  by  friends.  It  is  the  day  of  the  Lord  when  He  comei^ 
in  judgment  upon  the  world  inside,  as  well  as  upon  the  world  out-' 
side.  Corrupt  and  carnal  flesh  in  its  enmity  to  Zion  and  to  Zion's 
Gk)d  shall  be  disposed  of  by  Him  in  His  ri^teous  indignation; 
while  He  will  deal  in  judgment  with  my  rehgious  flesh,  my  con- 
sistent fleshy  my  fleshly  experience,  and  all  about  me  that  pertains 
to  the  flesh.  God  wiU  come  down  in  judgment  upon  it  all,  lay 
it  low,  bring  it  to  the  ^ound,  even  to  the  dust 

'*  In  that  day.^*  This  is  the  day  spoken  of  by  David  in  Psaw 
ex.  1—3  2  "  The  LORD  said  unto  My  Lord."  That  is,  **  The 
LORD  said  unto  my  Governor."  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  the 
Governor  and  Sovereign  here.  JEHOVAH  the  Father  said  unto 
Him,  ^'  Sit  Thou  at  My  right  hand  until  I  make  Thine  enemies 
Thy  footstool  This  was  accomplished  in  measure  on  the  daj 
of  Jrentecost,  when  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  risen,  ascended,  and 
flitting  upon  His  mediatorial  throne,  was  ruling  all  things  in 
heaven  and  earth  for  His  own.  There  are  iliose  who  would  have 
us  believe  that  the  devil  at  present  reigns  over  our  Lord,  and 
has  ilie  advantage  of  Him.  !But  I  don't  believe  them.  You  may 
depend  uponit,tne  Lord  Jesus  is  reigning  over  all  things  and  caus- 
faigthem  to  work  together  for  His  people's  good,  so  that  the  devil*, 
with  all  his  cn^  and  subtilty,  cannot  go  beyond  the  length  of 
of  his  tether,  cannot  do  anythmg  beyond  the  boimds  of  sovereign 
appointment,  and  cannot  touch  even  the  flesh  of  God's  duUren 
contrary  to  the  predestinating  purpose  of  JEHOVAH.  Em 
cannot  hurt  or  destroy  in  any  part  of  God's  bcdy  mouEDtsiiaf.r 
^«The  LORD  shall  send  the  rod  of  Thj  si^eneth  out  of  Zion."* 
That  is,  the  glorious  Gospel  of  ihe  blessed  God^  which  is  Bii 
power  unto  salvation  to  every  one  that  beUeveth  (1  Tim*  i  11; 
Bom.  i.  16).  '*  Rule  Thou  in  the  midst  of  Thine  enemies.  Thy 
people  8haU  be  willing  in  the  day  of  Thy  power."  This  wiUitifl>* 
neflli  is  caused  by  the  love  of  God  shed  abroad  in  our  h^arte  by  tbe 
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Holy  Ghost  given  unto  ns.  T^is  "  Wind  bloweth  where  it  listeth, 
and  thon  hearest  the  sound  thereof,  but  canst  not  tell  whence  it 
Cometh,  and  whither  it  goeth:  so  is  everyone  that  is  bom  of  the 
Snirit "  (John  iii.  8).  When  the  love  of  God  is  carried  impercept- 
ibly and  irresistibly  into  a  redeemed  sinner's  soul,  that  is  to  hmi 
the  day  of  JEHOVAH'S  power  and  the  day  of  salvation.  Look 
at  that  portion  in  2  Cor.  vi.  2 :  "  For  He  saith,  I  have  heard  thee 
in  a  time  accepted,  and  in  the  day  of  salvation  have  I  succoured 
thee  :  behold,  now  is  the  accepted  time :  behold,  now  is  the  dav 
of  salvation.''  What  is  the  day  of  salvation  1  It  is  not  accord- 
ing to  that  wretched  Arminian  gloss  and  free-wiU  perversion  of 
this  precious  Scripture,  which  says  that  "Now  is  the  time  for  any 
sinner  to  repent  and  turn  to  God."  That  will  not  do  for  me. 
When  is  the  day  of  salvation!  From  the  moment  of  Christ's 
entrance  into  glory  *'  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour  to  give  repentance 
unto  Israel,  and  forgiveness  of  sins,"  until  the  last  bone  of  His 
body  is  caught  up  to  reign  with  Him  in  glory.  This  is  the 
accepted  time.  This  is  the  day  of  salvation.  ''  In  that  day,"  as 
long  as  Christ  appears  before  the  throne  of  His  Father  on  the 
ground  of  accomplished  redemption,  songs  of  reioicing  shall  be 
heard  in  the  tabernacles  of  the  righteous.  Signs  also  shall  be 
heard  from  the  desert  land  in  the  day  of  darkness  and  distress, 
but  by  the  power  and  grace  of  the  glorious  Liberator  at  God's 
right  hand  allZion's  mourners  shall  be  deUvered  therefrom. 

*II. — The  sono — "Shall  this  song  be  sung."  It  is  cruel 
mockery  to  sing  songs  to  sad  hearts,  and  it  is  ecjually  so  to  sine 
songs  of  sweet  deuverance  to  souls  experiencing  spirituiu 
captivity.  You  see  this  in  Psalm  cxxxviL  1 — 4 :  "  By  the  nvers  of 
Babylon  there  we  sat  down,  yea,  we  wept  when  we  remembered 
Zion."  That  is  not  simply  the  record  of  an  historical  fact  con- 
cerning God's  ancient  Israel,  but  it  describes  an  experimental 
reatit;^  in  the  history  of  all  God's  spiritual  Israel,  ay,  of  eveiy 
Israelite  indeed  in  this  place  who  has  experienced  the  darkness 
of  conviction  and  the  dawning  of  love  **  in  that  day.''  Such  know 
something  of  weeping  because  of  felt  distance  from  Him  they 
love,  and  can  enter  experimentally  into  the  spirit  of  this  precious 
hymn : — 

"  When  I  Iwten  to  Thy  Word 

In  Tl^  temple  cold  and  dead  ; 
When  I  cannot  see  Thee,  Lord, 

All  faith's  Httle  daylight  fled,— 
Sun  of  glory, 

Beam  again  around  my  head/' 

That  is  the  day  we  long  and  wait  for.  But  let  us  look  at  the 
Psalm.  **  We  hanged  our  harps  upon  the  willows  in  the  midst 
thereof."  No  sweet  music  then.  "  For  there  they  that  carried 
OS  away  captive  required  of  us  a  song."  Many  a  poor  child  of 
God  18  earned  away  captive  into  the  free-will  camp,  where  their 
^eshly  enemies  demand  U  song  of  rejoicing  when  the  heart  is  sad 
and  •orrowfol  beoause  of  felt  distaoce  from  home.    "  And  they 
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that  wasted  ub  required  of  us  mirth,  saying,  Sing  us  one  of  the 
sonm  of  Zion.  flow  shall  we  sing  the  Lord's  song  in  a  strange 
land  ?  "  or,  "  in  the  land  of  a  stranger.**  There  is  no  singing  songs 
of  deliverance,  joy,  or  peace  while  we  are  in  the  land  of  far 
dktances  from  a  precious  Christ  whom  our  souls  truly  love. 

We  will  look  through  God's  blessed  Word  at  some  of  the 
songs  therein  recorded,  and  see  if  our  hearts  are  in  harmony 
with  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  is  the  Leader  of  the  praises  of 
His  people;  for  onlv  those  who  are  led  by  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  can  enter  fully  into  ihe  declarations  of  Divine  judgment 
upon  the  enemies  of  Christ's  Church  and  people  contained  in  the 
various  songs.  Turn  to  Exod.  xv.  Moses  sang,  ^*  I  will  sing  unto 
the  LORD,  for  He  hath  triumphed  gloriously."  Moses  took  no 
credit  to  himself.  "  The  horse  and  his  rider  hath  He  cast  into 
the  sea."  "  The  LORD  is  a  man  of  war:  the  LORD  is  His  name. 
Pharaoh's  chariots  and  his  host  hath  he  cast  into  the  sea ;  his 
chosen  captains  also  are  drowned  in  the  Red  Sea.  The  depths 
have  covered  them :  they  sank  into  the  bottom  as  a  stone." 
Listen  I  "  Thou  in  Thy  mercy  hast  led  forth  Thy  People  which 
Thou  hast  redeemed  :  Thou  hast  guided  them  in  Thy  strength 
into  Thy  holy  habitation."  Listen  again  !  "  Thou  shalt  brmg 
them  in,  and  plant  them  in  the  mountain  of  Thine  inheritance, 
in  the  place,  O  LORD,  which  Thou  hast  made  for  Thee  to  dwell 
in,  in  the  Sanctuary,  0  LORD,  which  Thy  hands  have  established, 
The  LORD  shall  reign  for  ever  and  ever."  Here  we  find  rejoic- 
ing over  enemies  defeated,  and  jubilation  in  contemplatiuff  the 
judffments  of  JEHOVAH  upon  the  foes  of  His  people.  Come 
with  me  to  Judges  v.  31,  and  think  of  that  denunciation  of  dear 
old  Deborah,  a  mother  in  Israel,  after  her  account  of  God's 
judgment  upon  Sisera,  for  it  is  not  mine  now  to  enumerate  the 
many  points  in  her  song.  "  So  let  aU  Thine  enemies  perish,  O 
LORD :  but  let  them  that  love  Him  be  as  the  sun  when  he  goeth 
forth  in  his  might."  Look  at  the  son^  recorded  in  the  book  of 
Psalms.  There  you  meet  with  rejoicmg  over  vanquished  foes, 
and  songs  of  triumph  over  enemies  destroyed.  Come  to  the 
New  Testament,  and  what  find  we  t  Listen  to  the  sweet  song 
of  Mary  as  she  experienced  and  emoyed  God's  salvation  in  the 
person  of  the  Son  of  her  womb.  Here  she  rejoices  in  the  de- 
basing of  some  and  in  the  exaltation  of  others.  '^  He  hath  put 
down  the  mighty  from  their  seats,  and  exalted  them  of  low 
de^ee.  He  hath  filled  the  hungry  with  good  things :  and  the 
rich  He  hath  sent  empty  away  "  (Luke  i  52,  53).  Mark  well 
the  song  of  Zacharias  in  the  same  chapter.  He  sings  of  redemp- 
tion by  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  for  all  His  people.  See  I  "  That 
we  bemg  delivered  out  of  the  hand  of  our  enemies,  might  serve 
Him  witittout  fear."  Notice  the  song  which  ascended  from  wor- 
shipping and  adoring  hearts  as  recorded  in  Acts  iv.  23 — 30 : 
"  And  being  let  go,  they  went  to  their  own  company."  I  hke 
that  I    I  like  my  own  company,  and  I  dislike  the  company  of 

^.yitized  by  VjC  ^  ^^  ^  ^ 


THE  DAT,  THK  80N0,  AND  THE  LAND«  83 

any  PhfliBtine  or  Amalekite  when  I  would  enjoy  the  company  of 
my  OocL  **  And  reported  all  that  the  chief  priests  and  elaers 
bad  said  unto  them.  And  when  they  heard  tnat,  they  lifted  up 
their  voice  to  God  with  one  accord,  and  said,  Lord,  Thou  art 
God,  which  hast  made  heaven  and  earth,  and  the  sea,  and  all 
that  in  them  is.'*  Read  through  the  song  and  you  will  see  God*B 
sovereignty  overruling  man's  ein  aeainst  His  Christ.  Look  at 
Bev.  xix.  1 — 4.  Here  the  veil  which  hides  the  heavenly  country 
from  our  view  is  drawn  aside,  and  the  redeemed  are  seen  round 
about  the  throne  contemplating  the  wonders  of  redeeming  love 
and  reprobating  judgment.  As  the  smoke  of  eternal  torment 
ascends  before  meir  wondering  gaze,  they  cry,  "  Amen,  Alleluia." 
But  our  text  reveals  a  song  of  salvation.  Look  at  the 
Spirit's  instruction  as  to  the  mode  of  this  singine  in  CoL  iii.  16 : 
"  Xiet  the  word  of  Christ  dwell  in  you  richly  in  all  wisdom,  teach- 
ing and  admonishing  one  another  in  psalms  and  hymns  and 
?>iritual  songs,  sineing  with  grace  in  your  hearts  to  the  Lord.'' 
his  reminds  me  of  that  blessed  account  of  spiritual  sineing  in 
Solomon's  Song  ii.  8 — 13:  "  The  voice  of  my  beloved  1  behold. 
He  Cometh  leaping  upon  the  moimtains,  skipping  upon  the  hiUs. 
My  Beloved  is  like  a  roe  or  a  young  hart :  behold,  He  standeth 
behind  our  waU,  He  looketh  forth  at  the  windows,  showing 
Himself  through  the  lattice.  My  Beloved  spake,  and  said  unto 
me,  Rise  up,  1^  love,  My  fair  one,  and  come  away.  For,  lo,  the 
winter  is  past,  the  rain  is  over  and  gone :  the  flowers  appear  on 
the  earth,  and  the  time  of  the  singing  is  come."  What  singingt 
The  singing  of  the  Father,  Saviour,  and  Spirit  experienced  in 
the  heart  of  an  eternally-loved  one.  "  And  the  voice  of  the 
Turtle  is  heard  in  our  land."  Now,  wrath  and  condemnation, 
distress  and  danmation,  are  gone,  and  nothing  is  seen  or  enjo;^ed 
but  ajprecious  Christ,  with  love  beaming  from  His  eyes,  flowing 
from  Bis  heart,  love  bestowed  from  His  once-pierced  hand.  Life, 
light,  and  libertjr  are  enjoyed,  and  I  find  myself  in  possession  of 
the  land  of  Divine  revelation,  spiritual  promise,  and  covenant 
relationship.     This  brings  me  to  notice — 

ni.— 'mE  LAND— **  in  the  land  of  Judah."  This  is  the  land 
which  belongs  to  the  Jews  1  But  who  are  the  Jews  t  I  cannot 
believe  they  are  those  whom  JEHOVAH  has  given  over  to 
judicial  blindness,  and  who,  according  to  the  vain  notions  of 
some,  are  to  be  brought  back  to  inherit  the  land  accursed  by  the 
power  of  the  infidel.  Ah,  my  dear  friends,  as  we  are  lifted  up 
to  enjoy  the  sweet  liberty  of  the  Gospel,  to  experience  oneness 
with  God  in  the  land  of  Gospel  li^ht  and  love,  we  glory  in  the 
£Btct  that  '^  he  is  not  a  Jew  which  is  one  outwardly,  but  he  is  a 
Jew  which  is  one  inwardly  "  (Rom.  ii  28,  29).  He  is  a  Jew 
who  has  been  brought  throufi;h  the  day  of  the  LORD,  the  day 
of  Jacob's  trouble,  and  who  has  experienced  deliverance  there- 
from by  the  redeeming  blood  of  om-  Lord.  Such  are  taught  to 
ong  the  song  of  salvation  in  the  land  of  JEHOVAH'S  preparing, 


84  GROVi;  OHAPEL  FULFIT. 

"an  honest  and  good  heart"  (Luke  viii.  15),  "/n  the  land  of 
Judah,^^  The  name  Judah  indicates  praise  blended  vnth  prayers  * 
Where  there  is  praise  to  God  for  blessings  bestowed,  there  is 
sure  to  be  prayer  to  Him  for  a  succession  of  them,  even  grace 
upon  grace,  faith  upon  faith,  and  visitation  after  visitation  of  the 
Covenant  Three,  with  power  and  great  glory,  to  our  hearts. 

Come  with  me  to  Deut.  xxxiiL  7  :  "  Hear,  LORD,  the  voice 
of  Judah,  and  bring  him  unto  his  people.'*  Judah  pleaded  with 
his  father  Jacob  to  send  Beniamin  with  his  brethren  into  Egypt, 
saying,  "  I  will  be  surety  for  him."  Does  not  that  lead  vou  td 
Jesus  ?  See  how  he  pleaded  with  Joseph  for  Benjamin's  deliver- 
ance :  **Now  therefore,!  pray  thee,  let  thy  servant  abide  instead 
of  the  lad,  a  bondman  to  my  lord,  and  let  the  lad  go  up  with  his 
brethren  "  (Gen.  xliv.  33).  This  is  Jesus  foreshadowed.  In  Rev. 
V.  5  we  see  Jesus  as  the  Lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  breaking 
the  seals  of  Divine  mysteries,  and  revealing  their  contents  to  the 
wondering  gaze  of  those  who  are  Jews  m  deed  and  in  truth. 
Now  turn  to  Heb.  viL  14 :  **  For  it  is  evident  that  our  Lord 
sprang  out  of  Juda."  He  was  born  of  a  lowly  maid  in  Judah's 
royal  tribe.  He  could  say  to  the  Father,  "  I  know  that  Thou 
hearest  Me  always  "  (John  xL  42)  ;  this  is  the  voice  of  Judah. 
•*  He  ever  hveth  to  make  intercession  for  them  "  (Heb.  vii.  25)  ; 
this  is  the  voice  of  Judah.  "  We  have  an  Advocate  with  the 
Father,  Jesus  Christ  the  righteous"  (1  John  ii.  1);  this  is  the 
voice  of  Judah.  Look  at  the  many  prayers  recorded  in  the 
Scriptures  as  flowing  from  the  land  of  Judah  !  David  (2  Sam. 
vii.  18—29);  Solomon  (2  Chron.  i.  10);  Asa  (2  Chron.  xiv.  11, 
12);  Hezelaah  (Isa.  xxxvii.,  xxxviii.).  Read  these  and  see  if  you 
can  find  any  oneness  of  spirit  with  them.  Wherever  the 
children  of  God  are  foimd  in  union  and  communion  with  such 
as  these,  there  they  possess  the  spiritual  land  of  Judah — a  land 
of  covenant  favour  (Fbsl.  Ixxxv.  1);  a  land  of  Divine  revelation 
(Gen.  xii  1) ;  a  lana  which  can  never  be  aKenated,  sold,  for- 
feited, or  cut  off  (Lev.  xxv.  23);  a  land  abounding  with  spiritual 
fruits  and  covenant  blessings  (Lev.  xxvi  4);  a  land  where  God's 
salvation  is  nigh  unto  all  the  inhabitants  thereof,  and  His  glory 
in  the  midst  of  it  (Psa.  Ixxxv.  9).  In  the  sweet  experience  of 
this  the  child  of  grace  can  sing, — 

"  Oh  !  I  am  my  Beloved's, 

And  my  Beloved  is  mine  I 
He  brings  a  poor  vile  sinner 

Into  His  house  of  wine  : 
I  sland  upon  His  merit, 

I  know  no  other  stand, 
Not  e'en  where  glory  dwellcth 

In  Emmanuel's  land." 

May  the  Lord  add  Uis  blessing  for  His  name's  sake.     Amen. 
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**  If  yc  then  be  risen  with  Christ,  seek  those  things  which  are  above,  where 
Christ  sitteih  on  the  right  hand  of  God. 

*'  Set  your  affection  on  things  above,  not  on  things  on  the  earth, 

"  For  ye  are  dead,  and  your  life  is  hid  wi^  Christ  in  God. 

*'  When  Christ,  who  is  our  life,  shall  appear,  then  shall  ye  also  appear  with 
Him  in  glory," — Col.  iii.  1 — 4. 

THE  desi^  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  the  desire  of  the  apostle 
Paul,  in  the  Scripture  before  us,  was  to  lead  the  mind  of 
ihe  Colossian  Christians  away  from  ever^rthin^  short  of  the  Lord 
JesuB  Christ  Himself.  Paul  delighted  in  being  the  honoured 
instrument  in  the  hand  of  God  m  drawing  their  minds  away 
frt)m  earthly,  fleshly,  perishing  things,  and  fixing  their  attention 
upon  those  spiritual  and  heavenly  reaUties  which  are  to  be 
found  nowhere  but  in  the  great  and  glorious  Head  of  the  Church. 
This  was  his  object  and  aim  in  every  sermon  he  preached,  in 
every  letter  he  wrote,  but  is  not  so  apparent  in  some  epistles  as 
in  others.  In  the  epistle  to  the  Ephesians  this  shines  forth  most 
gloriously.  There  was  a  reason  for  this,  because  throughout 
the  whole  of  it  he  was  describing  a  people  in  blessed  association 
and  identification  with  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  spiritual 
privileges  and  blessings  they  possess  and  enjoy  in  Him.  As 
you  read  through  the  Ephesian  epistle,  you  will  not  find  an 
aOusion  to  the  coming  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  But  you  will 
find  something  concerning  His  coming  in  almost  every  other 
portion  of  the  New  Testament.  You  who  are  spiritually  one 
with  Him  will  notice  amid  all  the  fleshly  religion  surrounding 
yoUy  that  the  majority  of  professors  speak  not  of  a  present 
Christ,  a  Christ  in  the  midst  of  them.  They  enjoy  not  the 
dorious  millennium  of  grace  in  union  with  Him,  no  true  freedom 
n'om  sin,  no  sweet  deUverance  from  the  fear  of  death,  no  immu- 
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nity  from  hell  and  the  grave,  and  generally  place  an  adjective 
before  that  word  **  coming,*  and  callit,  "  the  second  comingJ'  Mjr 
dear  friends,  I  want  something  more  than  that.  I  desire  His 
third,  forsooth,  ay,  I  want  His  thousandth  coming.  I  rest  not 
satisfied  without  His  continual  coming.  I  love  His  appearing, 
for  when  He  appears  not,  it  is  very  dark  and  dreary,  and  spiritual 
deadness  is  irksome  to  my  soul.  I  do  love  the  coming  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  with  the  blessings  of  grace  and  the  hope  of 
glory  to  my  heart.  I  love  to  experience  His  loving  embrace, 
to  know,  beyond  the  shadow  of  a  doubt,  that  He  is  mine,  and  I 
am  His,  to  throw  back  Satan's  "t/i,"  "few^*,"  and  '^peradven" 
tares  "  upon  himself.  I  love  to  delight  myself  in  the  company 
of  the  God  of  my  salvation,  and  to  rest  in  the  sweet  assurance 
that  I  am  a  member  of  that  family  which  is  loved  with  an  eveiv 
lasting  love,  redeemed  by  precious  blood,  quickened  and  kept 
alive  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  ennobled  by  grace  union  to  the  King 
of  kings,  and  heirs  of  that  glorious  iimeritance  which  can  never 
be  moved,  even  God  Himself,  without  whom  I  can  neither  be 
gratified  nor  satisfied. 

As  we  look  through  that  blessed  epistle  to  the  Ephesians, 
we  learn  that  those  whom  he  addresses  are  in  eternal  union  and 
spiritual  communion  with  Christ,  in  whom  before  all  worlds 
they  were  blessed  with  all  spiritual  blessings  in  the  heavenlies 
(chap.  i.  3).  In  the  heavenlies  they  are  blessed  with  resurrec- 
tion-power, and  ascension-glory  with  Him  according  to  chap, 
i.  20:  "Which  He  wrought  in  Christ  when  He  raised  Him 
from  the  dead,  and  set  Him  at  His  own  right  hand  in  the 
heavenlies."  The  place  of  blessing  and  glory  is  also  one  of 
fellowship,  communion,  refreshment,  and  rest.  See  chap.  ii.  6  : 
"And  hath  raised  us  up  together,  and  made  us  sit  together  in 
the  heavenlies  in  Christ."  It  is  also  the  place  of  Divine  com- 
munication to  spiritual  revelation,  where  JEHOVAH  is  pleased 
to  make  known  His  mind  and  will  to  His  redeemed  and  to  use 
them  as  dispensera  of  His  truth  to  the  angels  who  surround  His 
throne.  It  is  a  marvellous  mercy  for  us  to  know  that  God  has 
made  me  a  messenger  of  peace  and  consolation  to  His  tried  and 
tempted  children ;  and  more  than  this,  for,  as  Augustus  Toplady 
declared,  when  he  stood  preaching  in  his  Church  at  Broad 
Hembury,  when  only  very  few  poor  sinners  were  met  together  to 
hear  him,  angels  formed  part  of  his  congregation.  It  is  a  won- 
derful mystery  of  redeemmg  love  that  poor  worms  of  the  earth 
should  be  the  instruments  through  whom  God  reveals  His  mind 
to  angelic  beings.  You  see  this  in  chap.  iii.  10 :  *'  To  the  intent 
that  now  unto  the  principalities  and  powers  in  tlie  heavenlies 
might  be  known  by  the  Church  the  manifold  wisdom  of  God." 
But  with  the  enjoyment  of  all  these  privileges  the  child  of  Gt)d 
forgets  not  that  he  is  still  in  the  flesh,  and  surrounded  by  sin, 
suffering,  temptation,  and  tribulation.  Turn  to  chap,  vi  12 : 
"  For  we  wrestle  not  against  flesh  and  blood,  but  against  prin- 
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ctpalities,  against  powers,  against  the  rulers  of  the  darkness  of 
this  world,  against  ttn<?itfd  spirits  in  the  heavenUes.'^  That  is  some- 
thing more  than  visiting  the  dens  of  vice  and  striving  to  make 
the  thief  an  honest  man.  The  would-be  philanthropist  may 
succeed  in  making  such  religious,  while  his  religion  will  make 
him  two-fold  more  a  child  of  hell  than  he  was  before.  You 
n^&7  go  to  the  beershop  and  the  gin-palace  and  reclaim  the 
drunkard,  or  the  debauchee,  and  make  of  him  a  sober  man,  and 
what  is  styled,  an  ornament  of  society y  yet  he  may  go  down  to 
the  depths  of  eternal  despair  with  all  his  moral  and  religious 
oroamentation  on  hie  heaa.  The  living  child  of  God  is  nfted 
above  such  flesh  and  blood  wrestling,  as  saith  the  apostle :  ''We 
wrestle  not  against  flesh  and  blood."  We  see  sin  in  the  root, 
while  the  moralist  sees  it  only  in  the  fruit.  "  Spirit,  not  letter, 
is  my  motto,"  said  the  valiant  William  Parks  of  Openshaw,  to 
which  my  soul  responds  "Amen."  When  God  blesses  His 
message  of  love  ana  mercy  to  the  heart  of  a  thief,  that  will 
make  him  honest.  Grace  alone  can  make  a  man  sober  in  God's 
sight.  Do  we  know  anything  of  the  transforming  power  of 
grraoe  t  Tes,  blessed  be  God,  we  do ;  and  we  bless  mm  because 
the  work  is  all  His  own. 

When  we  come  to  consider  this  epistle  to  the  Colossians,  we 
see  the  apostle  deaUng  out  the  same  truths  with  something 
concerning  the  coming  of  the  Lord.  Why  is  this  ?  Because 
Jesus  was  not  quite  the  All  in  all  of  the  Colossian  Christians. 
.  The  Ephesian  Christians  were  wholly  occupied  with  their  great 
and  glorious  Head.  The  Colossians  were  engaged  with  the 
outside  trappings  of  Christianity,  the  so-called  means  of  grace, 
and  the  conveniences  of  public  worship.  Ah  I  say  some  of  you, 
that  is  what  you  are  doing.  See  how  you  have  got  into  debt  in 
repairing  and  improving  the  chapel  1  Are  you  not  troubled? 
Not  a  bit  of  it,  for  the  gold  and  the  silver  belong  to  Him,  whom 
we  worship  here,  and  if  He  cannot  provide  us  with  £350,  it  is 
time  to  give  up.  That  is  the  spot  where  my  soul  rests  in  peace 
and  sweet  composure  this  morning.  The  things  that  must 
perish  with  the  using,  but  which  are  necessary,  nevertheless,  are 
at  present  no  trouble  to  me,  my  God  having  made  Himself  so 
precious  to  me  in  His  grace  and  beauty.  As  we  proceed 
through  the  first  chapter  of  the  epistle  to  the  Colossians,  we  meet 
with  a  characteristic  word,  and  that  word  is  "  ALL."  This  is 
to  express  the  glorious  perfection  of  a  gracious  supply  abounding 
by  Jesus  Christ  to  the  whole  election  of  grace.  Whatever  Q^d 
does.  He  does  perfectly.  There  is  no  half-doing  wUh  God. 
David  could  say:  "The  LORD  will  perfect  that  which  con- 
cemeth  me  "  (Psa.  cxxxviii.  8).  Solomon  declared :  "  I  know 
that,  whatsoever  God  doeth,  it  shall  be  for  ever :  nothing  can 
be  [Hit  to  it,  nor  anything  taken  from  it :  and  God  doeth  it, 
that  man  should  fear  before  Him  "  (Eccles.  iii.  14).  Paul  was 
confident  Uiat  He  who  began  His  good  work  of  ^^race  in  a 
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redeemed  sinner's  sdul  would  finish  it  until  the  day  of  Jesns 
Christ  (Phil.  i.  6).  Look  at  Col.  i.  9 :  "  For  this  cause  we  also, 
since  the  day  we  heard  it,  do  not  cease  to  pray  for  you,  and  to 
desire  that  ye  might  be  fiUed  with  the  knowledge  of  BLis  will  in 
ALL  wisdom  and  epiritual  understanding."  This  was  a  prayer 
that  they  might  not  fall  short  of  that  perfect  schooling  which 
is  in  Christ  Jesus.  "  That  ye  might  walk  worthy  of  the  Lord 
unto  ALL  pleasing."  What  pleasing  is  this  ?  See  I  The  Father 
is  pleased,  Jesus  is  pleased,  and  the  Holy  Ghost  is  pleased,  ay, 
and  elect  sinners  are  pleased  when  they  perceive  the  work  of 
the  Lord  abounding  in  each  other.  '*  Strengthened  with  ALL 
might.*'  This  reminds  me  of  an  old  friend  asking  me  how  I 
was  this  morning,  when  I  repUed,  "  I  have  to  go  into  the  pulpit." 
He  responded,  ^'  When  I  am  weak,  then  am  I  strong."  This  is 
the  strength  of  the  Lord,  the  power  of  Christ,  the  omnipotence 
of  Deity.  *'  Strengthened  with  all  might,  according  to"  my  faith 
or  diligence  ?  Oh,  no  I  It  is  "  according  to  His  glorious  power." 
That  is  the  mi^ht  that  saits  me.  *'  Unto  ALL  patience.'  Have 
you  got  it  ?  If  I  am  in  union  with  Him  I  have  it,  yet  it  is  not 
mine ;  but  Hia  It  is  His  own  work.  His  own  grace.  **  And 
long-suffering  with  joyfulness."  This  is  the  joy  of  JEHOVAH 
(Neh.  viii.  10)  and  the  strength  of  His  people.  See  how  the 
word  ALL  is  repeated  in  the  16th,  17tb,  and  18th  verses,  and 
in  the  19th  we  have  this  precious  declaration :  *^  For  it  pleased 
the  Father  that  in  Him  should  ALL  fulness  dwell."  Not  some, 
but  ALL  fulness.  ''  And  of  His  frilneas  have  all  we  received^ 
and  grace  for  g^ace"  (John  i.  16).  Grace  received  is  the 
pledge  and  earnest  of  future  and  more  copicus  supphes. 

As  we  meditate  u^on  bhap.  ii.,  we  find  the  apostJe  expressing 
his  fear  and  care  for  the  Colossian  Christians.  You  do  not  find 
this  in  his  epistle  to  the  Ephesian  saints.  The  Ephesians  were 
all  right,  bemg  wholly  occupied  with  their  Head  and  Lord.  The 
Colossians  were  taken  up  with  the  outside  trappings,  while  they 
lost  sight  of  reswTeetion  and  ascension  reaUHes.  They  were  like 
A  lot  of  religious  children  delighting  themselves  with  playthings, 
r  have  found  it  true  in  my  experience  and  observation  that  a 
child  of  God  who  delights  in  his  playthings  will  not  look  very 
miich  like  a  child  if  you  interfere  with  them.  But  the  apostle, 
in  his  conflict,  fear,  and  care  for  his  brethren,  prays  *'  That  their 
hearts  might  be  comforted,  being  knit  together  in  love."  You 
znay  rest  assured  of  this,  there  can  be  no  knitting  toother, 
<e!ther  naturally  or  spiritually,  without  pain,  yet  there  is  true 
pleasure  in  the  pain  when  the  knitting  is  by  Divine  power  and 
fave.  **  And  unto  all  riches  of  the  full  assurance  of  uoder^ 
standing,  to  the  acknovdedgment  of  the  mystery  of  God,  and  of 
the  Father,  and  of  Christ.''  Here  you  see  the  Divine  Three4n- 
One  set  forth,  ^<  In  whom  are  hid  all  the  treasures  of  wisdom 
«ad  knowledge."  Hidl  Who  tof  Not  to  the  Ephesians,  for 
they  were  revealed  to  them ;  bat  to  the  Colossittiifi  they  were 
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hid.  Behind  whatt  Behind  their  oeretnoniesp  ordinances, 
ritee,  roles,  and  laws.  Wherever  yon  find  Boch  things  as  these 
abounding,  jou  will  be  sure  to  detect  the  fact  that  the  treasures 
of  wisdom  and  knowledge  are  hidden  from  view.  The  apostle 
contianes :  **  And  this  I  say,  lest  any  man  should  beguile  you 
wiih  enticing  words.  For  though  I  be  absent  in  the  fleshy  vet 
am  I  with  you  in  the  spirit,  joying  and  beholding  your  oroer, 
and  the  steadfastness  of  your  faith  in  CSirisl.''  l^evertheless, 
throughout  the  succeeding  portion  of  this  chapter  he  warns  them 
againet  their  tendencies,  and  points  them  to  the  perfection  tiiey 
had  in  the  doing  and  dying  of  CSirist.  Look  at  verse  9  :  ''  For 
in  liim  dwdleth  all  the  fulness  of  the  Godhead  bodily.  And  ye 
are  complete  in  Him,  which  is  tiie  Head  o£  all  principaUty  and 
power."  They  were  incomplete  in  reject  to  those  outward 
things  which  engrossed  so  much  of  theu*  attention.  Come  to 
verse  16:  ''Let  no  man  therefore  judge  you  in  meat,  or  in 
drink,  or  in  respect  of  an  holy  day,  or  of  the  new  moon,  or  of 
the  Sabbath  days.'*  Blessed  be  Qod,  we  have  a  perpetual 
Sabbath  in  the  person  and  woi^  of  Qirist.  See  kow  Paul  states 
this  in  Heb.  iv.  9 :  *'  There  remaineth  therefore  a  rest  to  the 
peo^e  of  God."  While  every  other  rest  is  disturbed  this  rest 
m  Christ  remaineth  ever  ihe  same.  "For  we  which  have 
believed  do  enter  into  rest."  It  does  not  say  we  have  entered  inio 
re$t^  though  that  is  a  blessed  fact ;  but,  ue  do  enter  inio  reeU  or 
into  a  keeping  of  the  Sabbath.  What  is  this  Sabbath  ?  ''  Come 
«nto  Me,  all  ye  that  labour  Mid  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  i^ve 
you  rest "  (Matt.  xL  28).  When  is  this  Sabbath  t  On  Sunday  t 
Yes,  uid  on  any  day  of  the  week  He  is  pleased  to  reveal  Him*- 
self  to  us.  When  He  speaks  home  this  precious  command  to 
our  hearts,  we  do  enter  into  God's  rest,  God's  Sabbath,  and  we 
cease  from  our  own  works  aa  He  did  from  His.  As  we  enjoy 
liberty  and  rest  in  Christ,  the  Holy  Ghost  by  the  apostle  says  to 
us,  '^  Let  no  man  judge  you  in  those  things  which  are  a  shadow 
of  things  to  come,  for  the  body  is  of  Christ.  Let  no  man  beguile 
you  of  your  reward  in  a  voluntary  humilitv  and  worshipping  of 
aa^Is,  intruding  into  those  things  which  he  hath  not  seen, 
vamly  puffed  up  by  his  fleshly  mind,  and  not  holding  the  Head, 
from  whioh  all  the  body  by  joints  and  bands  having  nourishment 
ministered,  and  knit  together,  increaseth  with  the  increase  of 
God."  Here  you  notice  the  difference  between  this  epistle  and 
that  to  the  ^hesiane.  The  epistle  to  the  Ephesians  reveals 
Christ,  the  Head,  holding  the  members,  the  epistle  to  the 
Colosfldans  describes  the  members  holding  to  the  Head.  Each 
position  is  one  of  blessed  privilege.  It  is  a  mercy  for  me  to 
oao^  upon  Christ  for  life  and  salvation 

'*  When  sins  and  fears  prevailing  rise, 
And  fainting  hope  almost  expires ;  *' 

bat  it  is  a  sweeter  mercy  for  me  to  experience  the  embracings 
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of  the  arms  of  everlasting  love.  *'  Wherefore  if  ye  be  dead  with 
Christ  from  the  rudiments  of  the  world,  why,  as  though  living  in 
the  world,  are  ye  subject  to  ordinances  f  "  This  is  as  much  as  to 
say,  Why  are  you  bothering  yourselves  with  ikese  fleshly, 
fleeting,  and  perishing  things  ("  which  all  are  to  perish  with  the 
using ' )  after  the  commandments  and  doctrines  of  men  ?  Which 
things  have  indeed  a  show  of  wisdom  in  will-worship,  and 
humUity,  and  neglecting  of  the  body  ;  not  in  any  honour  to  the 
satisfying  of  the  flesh." 

Now  then.  Where  do  you  live?  Where  is  your  hornet 
Where  is  your  place  of  worship?  Our  home  is  where  our  heart 
is.  Our  place  of  worship  is  where  Christ  is  pleased  to  reveal 
Himself.  A  few  of  us  found  this  to  be  the  case  a  few  weeks  ago 
at  Dulwich  House,  when  we  had  our  friend  and  brother 
Rolleston  with  us.  The  Lord  gave  us  a  precious  dish  from 
1  John  i  3 :  "  That  which  we  have  seen  and  heard  declare  we 
unto  you."  I  should  be  the  most  miserable  wretch  in  creation 
if  I  must  stand  here  to  declare  to  you  that  which  I  have  not 
seen,  felt,  and  handled  for  mvself.  Why  do  I  declare  that  which 
God  has  made  experimentally  mine  ?  Because  you  are  here  to 
listen  to  me  ?  No  *  But  because  there  are  those  here  who  have 
xsome  longing,  desirine,  and  sighing  for  the  presence  of  the 
Master,  to  sit  at  His  table  and  partake  of  His  bounty ;  and  it  is 
the  desire  of  my  heart  that  such  may  have  fellowsmp  with  me 
in  the  things  of  God.  Notice  what  John  says :  *^  That  ye  also 
may  have  fellowship  with  us."  It  is  my  blessed  privilege  to 
stand  here,  as  a  priest  of  God's  own  appointing  and  sending,  in 
the  midst  of  His  worshipping  priests — ^for  all  His  living  elect  are 
priests  in  union  with  the  Lamb — ^feeding  in  spiritual  fellowship 
ppon  the  breast  of  everlasting  affection  and  the  shoulder  of 
irresistible  power.    It  is  a  marvellous  mercy  to  know  and  feel  that 

'*  His  love  is  as  great  as  His  power, 

And  neither  knows  measure  nor  end." 

To  know  that  we  are  feasting  upon  the  slain  Lamb  causes  ike 
heart  to  quiver  with  gratitude  and  delight  before  Him.  Then 
we  can  say,  "  Truly  our  fellowship  is  with  the  Father."  The 
Father  feasts  with  delight  upon  that  which  alone  can  satisfy  the 
hungering  souls  of  His  children.  "  Truly  our  fellowship  is  with 
the  Father  and  with  His  Son  Jesus  Christ,"  within  the  walls  of 
Grove  chapel,  in  some  highly-favoiured  parish  church,  in  the 
retirement  of  our  chambers,  or,  as  we  are  walking  by  the  way. 
In  whatever  place  of  God's  appointing  He  blesses  His  twos  and 
threes  with  the  communication  of  what  He  has  done  for  them 
in  the  Son  of  His  love,  that  is  a  place  of  worship  to  them. 
Where  do  you  hve?  "Our  citizenship  is  in  heaven"  (Phil.  iii. 
20).  Where  do  you  worship  ?  "  Yet  will  I  be  to  them  a  little 
Sanctuary  in  the  countries  where  they  shall  come "  (Ezek.  xi 
16).    What  a  blessed  truth !     Li  every  spot  of  difficulty,  doubt, 
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and  danger,  temptation,  trial,  and  tribulation  He  has  promised 
to  Jbe  with  His  people.  When  our  poor  hearts  have  felt  cold 
and  dead,  and  we  have  been  burdened  with  the  spirit  of  accursed 
indifference,  even  then  He  has  been  carrying  on  His  own 
gracious  work  in  us,  and  bringing  us  to  that  spot  of  favour  and 
blessedness  where  He  would  reveal  to  us  the  precious  fact  that 
our  salvation,  regeneration,  preservation,  and  glorification  are 
all  in  His  own  gracious  hands. 

We  will  now  glance  at  the  portion  I  have  read  as  my  text. 
It  forms  a  rich  cluster  of  experimental  truths,  and  if  they  be  opened 
up  to  our  hearts  by  the  power  of  God  the  Holy  Ghost,  we  shall  have 
a  oleased  time  together.  We  see  the  Church  in  Christ  decid  to  the 
law,  to  sin,  to  the  world,  and  to  the  flesh.  We  also  see  it  one 
with  Him  in  reatm^ection-power  and  ascensiorirglofy.  We  behold 
with  wonder  the  dignity  thrust  upon  it  as  seated  with  Him  in 
the  glory  of  God  the  Father  at  His  right  hand.  We  see  also 
with  joy  the  effect  of  all  this,  the  affection  of  the  child  of  God 
set  upon  things  above  in  loving  communion  with  a  risen  and  a 
reiffmng  Christ  Mark  I  "  Ye  are  dead.''  As  we  are  blessed 
witn  a  spiritual  acquaintance  with  the  New  Testament  Scrip- 
tures we  see  and  understand  something  of  that  very  blessed  and 
glorious  truth — union  to  otar  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Oneness  with 
Christ  is  the  glory  of  God's  Gospel.  As  the  body  is  united  to 
the  head,  so  all  the  spiritual  members  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
are  united  to  Him,  their  great  and  glorious  Head.  From  Him 
all  motive,  power,  and  influence  flows  to  them.  The  union  of 
Christ  to  the  Church  and  the  Church  to  Christ  flows  from  the 
eternal  and  irrevocable  purpose  of  JEHOVAH.  You  will  see 
this  in  Rom.  viii.  29 :  "  For  whom  He  did  foreknow.  He  also  did 
predestinate  conformed  to  the  image  of  His  Son."  Did  you 
notice  that  I  left  out  those  two  words  "  to  be  ?  "  They  are  in 
italics,  and  the  verse  will  read  very  well  without  them,  thus : 
"  He  also  did  predestinate  conformed  to  the  image  of  His  Son.'* 
He  could  not  predestinate  them  otherwise.  He  could  not  pre^ 
destinate  them  to  Himself  as  they  stood  in  union  with  Adam 
the  first,  neither  could  He  go  out  of  Himself  for  a  predestinating 

iAan  or  design,  therefore  He  conformed  them  to  that  which  He 
band  in  Himself,  **  the  image  of  His  Son.''     Old  John  Kent 
knew  something  of  this  when  he  sang  so  sweetly, — 

"  Then,  in  the  glass  of  His  decrees 

Christ  and  His  bride  appeared  as  one ; 
Her  sin,  by  imputation,  His, 
While  ^e  in  spotless  splendour  shone." 

**  Conformed  to  the  image  of  His  Son,  that  He  might  be  the 
Firstborn,  or  chief,  among  many  brethren."  When  the  word 
"  Ftrsibom  "  appears  in  many  portions  of  God's  Word  referring 
to  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  it  sets  Him  forth  as  the  Chief  or  First 
Elect  of  His  elect  brethren.  "  Moreover,  whom  He  did  predes- 
tinate, them  He  also  called ;  and  whom  He  called,  them  He  also 
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justified;  and  whom  He  jmitified,  them  He  also  glorified.*' 
Now  let  us  notice  this  rforions  truth  of  imion  with  Christ  as  set 
before  us  experimentaJIy  in  the  epistles,  and  according  to  the 
mind  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  If  I  am  conformed  to  the  image  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  living  oneness,  if  I  am  made  spiritually 
one  with  Him  according  to  1  Cor.  vi.  17 :  "  He  that  is  jcHned 
to  the  Lord  is  spiritually  one  with  Him."  I  shall  be  led  to  glorify 
God  in  my  spirit,  soul,  and  body,  which  are  His,  and  tki^ 
ofttimes  in  the  furnace  and  in  the  flood.  In  spots  of  suffering 
and  temptation  I  shall  be  like  Him.  As  He  was  '*  a  Man  of 
sorrows  and  acquainted  with  grief,*'  so  shall  I  have  (^ritual 
sorrow  and  acquaintance  with  grief.  As  those  words  ci  the 
hymn  writer  kre  blessedly  true, — 

"  A  Moamer  all  His  life  was  He, 
^  A  dying  Lamb  at  lart," — 

SO  throughout  our  earthly  oilgrimage  we  shall  find  associa- 
tion and  identification  with  Him  in  His  mourning  and  dying. 
You  find  this  truth  stated  in  Rom.  viii.  17 :  "  And  if  children, 
then  heirs;  heirs  of  God,  and  joint-heirs  with  Christ;  if  to  be 
that  we  euffer  with  Htm,  that  we  may  be  also  glorified  together." 
You  find  it  also  in  2  Tim.  ii.  10—12 :  "  Therefore  I  endure 
all  things  for  the  elect's  sake,  that  they  may  also  obtain  the 
salvation  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  with  eternal  glory.  It  is  a 
faithful  saying,  For  if  we  be  dead  with  Htm,  we  shall  also  live 
with  Him ;  if  we  suffer,  we  shall  also  reign  with  Him."  If  we 
bear  His  cross,  we  shall  wear  His  crown.  We  must  have  the 
conflict  before  the  victory — the  toil  before  the  rest — the  trial 
before  the  triumph — the  experience  of  perplexity  before  the 
enjoyment  of  sweet  peace  in  Him.  Yes,  in  the  worid  we  shall 
have  tribulation  ;  but  in  Him  we  must  enjoy  the  peace  of  €k)d, 
the  quietness  of  God,  the  tranquility  of  God,  which  passeth  all 
understaoding.  This  is  the  quietness  of  God  which  He  main- 
tains over  all  the  confusion,  disorder,  and  strife  abounding  in 
the  world,  which  He  causes  to  work  together,  for  good  to  all 
those  who  love  Him,  being  the  called  according  to  His  purpose. 
Now  look  at  another  portion  which  you  will  find  in  2  (jor.  L 
5 :  '*  For  as  the  sufferings  of  Christ  abound  in  us,  so  our  conso- 
lation also  aboundeth  by  Christ."  We  may  talk  about  the 
sufferings  of  Christ  abounding  in  Gethsemane  and  on  Calvary ; 
but  as  we  talk  of  them,  do  our  hearts  meet  in  the  furnace  of 
affliction  and  find  sweet  oneness  with  Him  therein  t  Mine  does 
sometimes.  Look  now  at  that  blessed  portion  in  Col.  i.  24  —a 
Scripture  so  little  understood,  yet  used  by  Popish  and  Jesuitical 
controversialist^  to  suit  their  own  purpose,  and  make  it  say 
anything  and  everything  but  what  it  means :  "  Who  now  rejoice 
in  my  sufferings  for  you."  I  feel  convinced  that  there  is  not  an 
ache  of  my  body  but  what  God  has  designed  for  the  q)iritual 
benefit  of  some  poor  tried  member  of  His  Church — ^there  is  not 
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a  trial,  trouble,  or  temptation  but  He  has  sent  it  for  the  good  of 
some  poor  child  in  His  family — there  has  not  been  a  deep  hole 
into  which  1  have  been  plunged  but  He  has  overruled  it  for  the 
comfort  and  consolation  of  some  poor  battered  and  shattered 
ones  who  are  near  and  dear  to  Him.  But  the  apostle  says, 
"  Who  now  rejoice  in  my  sufferings  for  you,  and  fill  up  that 
which  is  behind  of  the  afflictions  of  Christ  in  my  flesh  for  His 
body's  sake,  which  is  the  Church."  As  long  as  a  Godnsent  minister 
is  in  the  body,  he  must  know  something  of  a  continual  crucifixion 
of  the  flesh  and  mortification  of  his  members  for  the  mutual 
comfort  and  consolation  of  the  suffering  membere  of  the  one 
body.  This  is  a  marvellous  and  mysterious  truth  unknown  to 
worldlings,  hypocrites,  and  proud  professors.  These  are  the. 
afflictions  of  Christ  mystical,  the  sympathy  of  suffering  existing 
between  Christ  the.  Head  and  all  His  living  members.  Me 
experienced  them  in  all  their  fulness  while  we  have  them  dealt 
out  in  measure  to  us. 

The  first  point  we  notice  is  Death.  "  Ye  are  dead."  What 
are  we  to  understand  by  that!  A  living  child  of  God  knows 
something  of  spiritual  death  by  Divine  power.  In  Romans  vii. 
the  apostle  shows  from  his  own  case  the  kiUing  work  of  the  law 
in  the  hearts  of  elect  vessels  of  mercy.  He  says,  **  For  I  was 
alive  without  the  law  once  ;  but  when  the  commandment  came, 
sin  revived,  and  I  died."  Mark  you,  I  know  what  that  means ; 
but  it  was  not  through  hearing  the  commandments  read  in 
church,  or  by  my  reading  them.  It  was  not  because  they  were 
written  by  the  finger  of  God  upon  tables  of  stone.  It  was  not 
because  the  Spirit  of  God  caused  them  to  be  written  in  Exod. 
XX. 9  and  again  in  Deut.  v.,  but  it  was  because  the  command- 
ment came  to  me  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  revealing  to 
me  the  true  nature  of  sin.  Sin  then  became  exceeding  sinful  to 
me.  Where  previously  1  saw  virtue,  I  then  beheld  nee.  "Sin 
revived  and  I  died."  Yes,  I  died  to  all  creature  wisdom, 
creature  ability,  creature  righteousness,  and  creature  purity. 
Brought  under  the  power  of  this  killing  process  I  am  unable  to 
do  anything  in  the  matter  of  my  salvation  and  acceptance  with 
God.  What  can  a  dead  man  do  ?  You  may  do  what  you  like 
with  him,  but  you  cannot  produce  life,  or  preserve  beauty  or 
comeliness.  Bring  the  rays  of  the  sun  to  bear  upon  his  mortal 
remains,  and  putrefaction  becomes  still  more  putrid.  That 
which  is  loathsome  must  be  buried  and  hidden  from  sight. 
However  much  our  natural  affections  may  hover  over  that 
which  was  loved  and  prized,  when  death  seizes  it,  we  say  with 
Abraham,  *'  Bury  my  dead  out  of  my  sight."  As  God  the  ever- 
blessed  Spirit  works  in  you  and  in  me,  we  see  ourselves  to  be 
but  one  mass  of  sin  and  death  before  God,  and  we  should  just  as 
soon  expect  to  find  holiness  in  hell  as  to  find  purity  in  the  old  Adam 
nature.  Yes,  you  may  as  soon  expect  to  hear  of  pleasure  in  the 
reahns  of  never-ending  despair  as  to  find  wisdom,  righteousnesB, 
or  Uith  in  spiritual  mysteries  in  the  natural  maa.^  __ ., ^iC 
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"Ye  are  dead"  through  and  to  the  law,  and  to  ein. 
Through  the  doing  and  dying  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  we  have 
become  dead  to  sin,  which  was  made  life  to  us  by  the  power  of 
the  law.  How  is  this,  say  you?  Because  He  who  is  our  Surety,  our 
Mediator,  and  our  Redeemer  from  the  curse  of  the  liaw,  took  the 
whole  load  of  our  transgressions,  sins,  and  iniquities,  and  bore 
them  in  His  own  body  to  the  tree,  carried  them  into  the  land  of 
never-ending  forgetfulness,  threw  them  into  the  depths  of 
the  sea  of  eternal  oblivion,  cast  them  all  behind  God's 
back,  and,  as  we  look  into  our  Father's  face,  we  find  immensity, 
eternity,  and  infinity  between  us  and  them.  He  put  away  sm 
by  the  sacrifice  of  Himself.  He  made  an  end  of  sin,  so  that  now 
^  it  has  no  damning  power  over  the  child  of  God.     Sin  has  no 

Eenal  power  over  me  as  I  stand  in  Christ.  Neither  Satan  nor 
tw  can  now  exact  anything  from  me,  for  my  sins  appear  not  in 
the  presence  of  my  God,  but  the  righteousness  of  my  Lord  and 
God  is  on  me  in  their  place.  See !  "  Dead  to  the  law  by  the 
body  of  Christ."  As  human  laws  wreak  all  their  vengeance  and 
spend  all  their  power  upon  the  culprit  who  suffers  the  last  dread 
penalty,  and  can  exact  no  more ;  so  the  spiritual,  perfect,  and 
fiery  law  of  God  exhausted  all  its  wrath  ana  power  upon  Josub, 
the  Surety  of  His  people,  by  which  they  are  everlastingly  free 
from  all  its  claims. 

**  No  claims  can  law  or  justice  have 
On  Jesus*  honoured  bride  ; 
Full  payment  to  the  law  He  gave 
When  for  her  sins  He  died." 

Oh,  it  is  a  glorious  privilege  for  me  to  know  that  when  the  law 
inflicted  all  its  sentence  of  condemnation  and  death  upon  Jesus, 
it  finished  all  its  course  with  me.  I  was  dealt  with  in  Him,  and  by 
His  sufferings  and  death  I  am  delivered  from  all  its  demands.  In 
the  person  of  Zion's  adorable  Surety,  all  in  union  with  Him  find 
all  the  law's  exactions^  frankly  met  and  fully  answered. 
^^Dead  to  the  world.^*  It  is  marvellous  how  the  world  fastens 
upon  and  clings  to  us,  ay,  and  our  natural  affections  cling  to  it. 
We  often  seem  earth-bound  in  our  affections.  I  do,  and  nothing 
but  a  knowledge  and  felt  experience  of  my  oneness  with  mv 
once  crucified  Lord  gives  me  a  gracious  lift  out  of  my  worldh- 
ness  and  sensuality. 

**  I  thirst,  but  not  as  once  I  did, 

The  vain  delights  of  earth  to  share  ; 
Thy  wounds,  Emmanuel,  all  forbid 
That  I  should  seek  my  pleasures  there. 

It  was  the  sight  of  Thy  dear  cross 

First  weaned  my  soul  from  earthly  things ; 

And  taught  me  to  esteem  as  dross 
The  mirth  of  fools,  and  pomp  of  kings.*' 

See  Gal.  vi  14 :  '*  But  God  forbid  that  I  should  glory,  save 
in  the  cross  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  by  whom  the  world  is 
prucified  unto  me,  and  I  imto  the  world."    As  the  world  receded 
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from  before  the  failing  vision  of  the  poor  wretch  who  experienced 
the  death-throes  of  crucifixion,  so  the  delights,  enjoyments,  and 
pleasures  of  this  world  fade  away  from  the  spiritual  vision  of 
that  highly-favoured,  yet  exercised  sinner  who  can  say  by  the 
teaching  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  *'  I  am  crucified  with  Christ;  never- 
theless I  Kve ;  yet  not  I,  but  Christ  hveth  in  me ;  and  the  life 
which  I  now  live  in  the  flesh  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of 
God,  who  loved  me,  and  gave  Himselt  for  me  "  (Gal.  i.  20). 

This  brings  us  to  notice  our  oneness  with  Christ  in  resurrec- 
tion. "  If  ye  then  be  risen  with  Christ,  seek  those  things  which 
are  above."  When  Christ  died,  all  the  elect  died  in  Him  :  when 
He  was  buried,  all  His  membera  in  a  mystic  or  spiritual  manner 
were  buried  with  Him  ;  when  He  rose  again,  every  one  of  them 
rose  with  Him  in  the  purpose  and  good  pleasure  of  the  Father. 
See  how  blessedlv  Paul  keeps  this  before  the  mind  of  the  Ephesian 
Christians.  In  chap.  i.  19,  20,  he  prays  that  they  might  know 
"  what  is  the  exceeding  greatness  of  His  power  to  usward  who 
beKeve,  according  to  the  working  of  His  miehty  power,  which 
He  wrought  in  Cnrist  when  He  raised  Him  from  tne  dead,  and 
set  Him  at  His  own  right  hand  in  heavenly  places."  Again  in 
chap.  ii.  4 — 6  :  "  But  God,  who  is  rich  in  mercy,  for  His  great 
love  wherewith  He  loved  us,  even  when  we  were  dead  in  sins, 
hath  quickened  us  together  with  Christ,  and  hath  raised  us  up 
together,  and  made  us  sit  together  in  heavenly  places  in  Christ 
Jesus."  This  was  not  a  mere  opinion  or  matter  of  doctrine  with 
tiie  apostle.  He  prayed,  "  That  I  may  know  Him  and  the  power 
of  His  resurrection  "  (Phil.  iii.  10).  As  His  resurrection-power 
is  communicated  to  us,  we  long  for  further  manifestations  of  the 
love  and  beauty  of  Jesus,  that  we  may  rise  to  something  higher 
than  praver  meetings,  religious  services,  or  even  communion 
with  tne  l)rethren.  Yes,  we  long  for  a  clean  lift  in  union  with 
Him  out  of  sin  and  self.  Our  souls  cleave  to  the  dust,  but  our 
cry  ascends  to  Him  who  alone  can  answer,  **  Quicken  Thou  me 
according  to  Thy  word."  Ofttimes  we  find  ourselves  in  the 
grave  of  carnality  and  bound  around  with  fleshly  gcaveclothes, 
yet,  blessed  be  His  holy  name,  we  know  something  of  the  sweet- 
ness and  power  of  that  voice  of  which  John  writes,  "  The  hour  is 
coming,  and  now  is,  when  the  dead  shall  hear  the  voice  of  the 
Sou  of  God,  and  they  that  hear  shall  live  "  (chap.  v.  25).  This 
leads  the  mind  to  the  contemplation  and  enjoyment  of  His  ascen- 
sion-glories. "  He  ascended  into  heaven  "  is  an  article  of  our  creed 
and  of  our  confidence.  He  is  gone  there  to  appear  in  the  presence 
of  God  for  us,  and  to  draw  our  hearts  with  loving  desire  after  Him. 
When  He  ascended  to  His  Father  and  ours,  the  disciples  who 
witnessed  His  flight  '*  looked  steadfastly  toward  heaven."  They 
were  asked  the  question,  **  Why  stand  ye  gazing  up  into  heaven!  " 
They  might  have  answered,  *'  Because  the  one  Object  of  our 
heart's  affection  is  there."  Whv  are  we  ofttimes  looking  up  and 
lon^g  for  home  ?     Because  of  the  gracious  promise  He  left  to 
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US,  '*  I  go  to  prepare,"  or  possess,  "  a  place  for  you.  And  if  I  go 
and  prepare  a  place  for  you,  I  will  come  again,  and  receive  you 
unto  Myself;  tnat  where  I  am,  there  ye  may  be  also"  (John 
xiv.  2,  3).  There  we  have  the  blessed  assurance  that  at  this 
moment  a  living  and  loving  Christ  stands  before  the  throne  in 
our  nature,  possessing  the  kingdom  for  us.  God,  in  our  nature, 
in  our  Father's  house,  holds  in  undisturbed  security  the  everlast- 
ing and  inalienable  inheritance  which  the  Father  has  made  over 
to  us  in  Him.  Do  we  beUeve  it?  As  assuredly  as  the  great 
King-Priest  has  power  over  all  things  in  heaven  and  in  earth,  so 
will  He  draw  our  affections  and  fix  them  upon  things  above. 
His  covenant  command  will  come  home  with  almighty  power, 
"  If  ye  then  be  risen  with  Christ,"  from  sin,  from  the  law,  from 
the  world,  from  death,  and  from  self,  "  seek  those  things  which 
are  above,  where  Christ  sitteth  on  the  right  hand  of  God." 
Here  we  see  His  session.  Having  finished  the  work  of  His 
Father's  glorification  and  His  people  s  salvation.  He  stands  before 
the  Father  with  acceptance,  and  all  His  people  accepted  in  Him. 
"  Set  your  affection  on  things  above,  not  on  things  on  the  earth." 
However  good,  precious,  or  lovely  earthly  possessions  may  be, 
death,  disappointment,  and  dissatisfaction  is  stamped  upon  them 
all. 

•*  Swift  to  its  close  ebbs  out  life's  little  day ; 

Earth's  joys  grow  dim,  its  glories  pass  away, 

Change  and  decay  in  aU  around  I  see ; 

O  Thou  who  changest  not,  abide  with  me." 

"For  ye  are  dead, and  your  life  is  hid  with  Christ  in  God.  When 
Oirist  who  is  our  life  shall  appear,  then  shall  ye  also  appear 
with  Him  in  glory."  The  apostle  as  much  as  says.  Life  and 
immortality  is  brought  to  light  to  my  heart,  but  He  is  hidden 
from  you.  When  He  appears  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
to  your  waiting  souls,  then  shall  ye  also  appear  with  Him  and 
as  He  is.  Then  ye  shall  appear  in  the  glory  of  His  person,  in 
the  glcrv  of  His  salvation,  in  the  glory  of  His  righteousness,  and 
in  the  glory  of  His  kingdom.  Then  you  shall  truly  understand 
the  mystery  of  redeeming  love,  and  experience  the  indescribable 
sympathies  which  flow  from  His  loving  heart  to  His  suffering 
members  here  below.  This  appearing  in  grace  is  the  pledge, 
the  earnest,  and  the  sweet  foretaste  of  our  appearing  with  Him 
in  that  eternal  glory  which  He  has  in  store,  and  holds  in  undis- 
turbed security,  for  all  those  in  eternal  and  hallowed  association 
with  Himself. 

May  He  add  His  blessing  for  His  name's  sake.     Amen. 
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Pkkached  in  Gbove  Chapel,  Cahbebwell,  on  Sunday  Mobning, 
Januaey  26th,  1879,  BY 

THOMAS   BRADBURY. 


"  Believe  ye  that  I  am  able  to  do  this  ?  " — Matt.  ix.  28. 

GOD  has  a  bit  of  good  news  for  some  of  you  this  morning. 
It  is  this : — He  never  yet  damned  a  child  of  His  for  doubt- 
ing, and  never  will.    But  there  is  a  piece  of  awful  news  to  all 
Uxose  out  of  the  Son  of  His  love,  who  can  parade  a  false  pro- 
fession, which  is  this :  He  will  damn  such  for  their  believing. 
He  cannot  discard  or  put  away  one  of  those  upon  whom  His 
everlastingand  immutable  love  is  fixed.    He  cannot  unredeemone 
of  those  for  whom  the  precious  blood  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  was 
shed.     He  cannot  banish  one  of  those  who  by  His  blessed  Spirit 
have  been  brought  into  His  family  as  the  fruit  of  the  Redeemer's 
sufferings.  In  all  these  blessed,  gracious,  and  highly-favoured  per- 
sons Jesus  sees  the  fruit  of  the  travail  of  His  soul,  and  with  them  He 
is  perfectly  and  unceasingly  satisfied.     In  all  of  them  the  Father 
sees  His  own  workmanship,  the  production  of  His  covenant  love, 
and  thus  beholding  them.  He  cannot  but  keep  near  to  Himself 
objects  so  dear  and  precious.     They  are  so  precious  to  Him  that 
He  seems  by  His  apostles  and  prophets  to  ransack  creation  to 
find  out  names  and  appellations  whereby  He  may  describe  His 
love  and  His  fondness  for  them,  and  His  delight  in  them.     He 
calk  His  bride,  Hephzibah,  "  My  delight  is  in  her  "  (Isa.  Ixii.  4). 
He  calls  His  gathered  ones,  "My  jewels — My  special  treasure" 
(Mai.  iii.  17).     He  calls  those  whom  He  has  drawn  into  blessed 
association  with  Himself, "  His  lilies  "  (Song  ii.  16).  He  describes 
the  soul  that  mourns  over  its  iniquities,  yet  flies  long  distances 
for  pure  food  and  covenant  provision,  as  "My  dove  "  (Song  ii. 
14  ;  Isa.  Ix.  8).     He  styles  those  who  sigh  and  cry  because  of 
their  impurity,  and  who  can  see  in  themselves  everything  but 
purity,   **My  undefiled"  (Song  v.  2).     Mark  you!     They  are 
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always  so  in  His  estimation.  There  is  no  change  in  Him — ^no 
change  in  His  purpose — no  change  in  His  love.  We  see  this  in 
those  glorious  declarations  of  His  immutability,  which  found  a 
place  m  mj  memory  long  years  ago,  and  caused  my  young  heart 
to  thrill  with  awe  and  reverence  at  the  thought  of  His  sacred 
majesty:  ''God  is  not  a  man  that  He  should  Ue;  neither  the 
son  of  man  that  He  should  repent ;  hath  He  said,  and  shall  He 
not  do  it  ?  or  hath  He  spoken  and  shall  He  not  make  it  good  !  *' 
(Num.  xxiii.  19).  Again,  "And  also  the  Strength" — or,  as  you 
read  in  the  margin^  "  Eternity,  or  Victory  " — '*  of  Israel  will  not 
lie  nor  repent ;  for  He  is  not  a  man  that  He  should  repent " 
(1  Sam.  XV.  29).  From  the  exercised  heart  of  poor  Job  this  decla- 
ration flows,  *•  But  He  is  in  one  mind,  and  who  can  turn  Him  t 
and  what  His  soul  desireth  even  that  He  doeth  "  (Job  xxiiL  13^. 
The  burden  of  the  Word  of  the  LORD  by  Malachi  contains  this 
precious  announcement  for  the  comfort  and  consolation  of  the 
godly  remnant  who  sighed  and  sorrowed  in  the  midst  of  godless 
profession  :  "  I  am  the  LORD,  I  change  not ;  therefore  ye  sons 
of  Jacob  are  not  consumed  "  (Mai.  iii.  6).  Concerning  His 
gracious  bounties  and  blessings  to  His  people,  Paul  says,  "  For 
the  gifts  and  calling  of  God  are  without  repentance  "  (Rom.  xi, 
29).  Practical  James  preaches  glorious  sovereignty  in  the 
words, "  Every  good  gift  and  every  perfect  gift  is  from  above,  and 
cometib  down  from  the  Father  of  lights,  with  whom  is  no 
variableness,  neither  shadow  of  turning  (James  i.  17).  Ah  1  my 
dear  friends,  we  need  not  wonder  at  Hammond  singing  so 
sweetly,  and  bequeathing  his  words  of  praise  to  the  Church 
throughout  all  future  ages  to  sing, 

*•  Unchangeable  His  will, 
Whatever  be  my  frame  ; 
His  loving  heart  is  still 
Eternally  the  same  : 
My  soul  through  many  changes  goes, 
His  love  no  variation  knows." 

I  change,  He  changes  not.  In  respect  to  every  gift  of  His 
providence  I  am  changeable,  and  feehngly  in  regard  to  every 
revelation  of  His  grace  I  am  mutable.  But  it  is  our  mercy  to 
know  that  whatever  be  our  weak  conceptions  of  His  grace,  or 
our  lack  of  the  enjoyment  of  His  love,  He  is  ever  the  same. 

He  bestows  on  us  His  own  precious  faith.  His  own  !  I  love 
that.  He  does  not  bestow  power  and  ability  by  which  I  can 
believe  for  myself;  but  He  communicates  to  me  His  own  iaith. 
Do  we  trust !  It  is  in  a  trusting  God.  He  had  faith  in  His 
Son  from  covenant  transactions  to  salvation  reaUties  upon 
Calvary's  tree,  and  in  the  experiences  of  His  own  elect.  Christi 
as  the  Mediator  of  the  covenant,  trusted  in  the  Father  for  the 
fulfilment  of  every  promise  He  had  made  to  Him  for  His  people. 
The  Father  first  trusted  in  Christ  (Eph.  i.  12),  and  Christ  trusted 
in  Him  (Heb.  ii.  13),  and  now  we  in  spiritual  succession  trust  in 
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the  Father  and  in  the  Son,  and  yet  the  faith  is  His  own.  Our 
realization  of  the  possession  of  His  faith  is  sometimes  very  weak, 
and  at  other  times  we  come  to  the  conclusion  that  we  have  no 
faith  at  all.  We  read  His  written  Word,  and  we  know  it  is  true, 
and  no  man  can  perauade  us  to  the  contrary.  I  enjoy  this 
glorious  vantage  ground  of  God's  own  giving,  and  thank  Him 
for  it,  but  I  want  something  more.  His  Word  is  all  true;  but  is 
it  true  for  me  t  That  is  the  question.  It  reveals  salvation  per- 
fect and  complete,  salvation  grand  and  glorious,  salvation  wholly 
in  God's  hanos  from  first  to  last,  salvation  in  His  purpose  and  in 
His  power,  all  for  a  people  eternally  loved  by  Him  in  Christ 
Jeeus.  Is  this  salvation  mine?  This  question  pursues  me 
wherever  I  go,  and  sometimes  I  am  blessed  with  the  gracious 
communication  to  my  heart,  *'  I  am  thy  salvation. '  But 
see  I  As  assuredly  as  He  has  begun  His  own  good  work  in 
me.  He  will  perfect  it,  however  weak  my  conception  of  that 
work,  or  however  faint  my  apprehension  of  it  may  be. 
My  faith  may  be  so  weak  that  I  am  only  able  to  toucn  the 
hem  of  the  garment  of  my  Lord,  or  I  may  be  able  to  muefter 
sufficient  courage  to  allow  me  to  hope  to  be  carried  to  Him, 
yet  the  faith  of  His  own  giving  must  eventually  "  laugh  at  im- 
poaeibilities,  and  say,  It  snail  be  done."  Yet  it  is  no  more  I 
that  say  it,  but  the  Spirit  of  Christ  that  dwelleth  in  me. 

Because  of  the  enjoyment  of  this,  my  mind  has  been  led  by 
the  blessed  Comforter,  the  covenant  Remembrancer,  the  gracious 
Guide  and  Teacher  of  the  Church,  into  some  precious  contempla- 
tions of  the  faith  of  His  own  giving,  as  revealed  in  this  chapter. 
At  the  commencement  we  find  an  account  of  one  sick  ot  the 
palsy  being  brought  to  Jesus.  Mark  you  I  It  does  not  say  he 
came  to  Jeeus,  yet  he  came ;  but  it  was  not  in  his  own  strength, 
or  upon  his  own  legs.  His  coming  was  because  he  was  brought. 
He  came,  but  he  was  carried.  Where  was  his  faith  f  There  is 
no  mention  of  it.  He  had  none  ;  none  whatever.  Read  verse  2, 
one  of  the  most  glorious  verses  in  the  whole  compass  of  God's 
blessed  Word.  "And,  behold,  they  brought  to  Him  a  man 
flick  of  the  palsy,  lying  on  a  bed :  and  Jesus  seeing  their  faith.** 
Whose  faith  ?  Not  the  faith  of  the  man ;  but  that  of  the  very 
persons  who  carried  him.  It  may  be  there  are  some  carriers 
ro  this  congregation,  some  whose  hearts  now  thrill  wil^ 
ipiritaal  longing  for  those  near  and  dear  to  you  who  are  at  a 
Afltance  from  Him.  You  are  carrying  such  loved  ones  in  your 
defltres  and  longings  to  the  footstool  of  sovereign  mercy,  to  the 
arms  of  a  precious  Christ,  to  Gilead  the  mount  of  covenant 
testimony  where  the  good  Physician  is  found  whose  balmy 
blood  heals  every  wound  which  sin  and  Satan  have  made.  Many 
a  doubting  and  fearing  one  is  carried  this  morning  to  the  feet  of 
Jeras,  it  may  be  in  the  arms  of  very  weak  faith,  but  it  is  the 
fiuth  of  His  own  giving  which  leads  from  self  to  HiMSELF. 
Am    we    cany    wife,    husband,    child,    or    children, ^y,    the 
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whole  lot  of  them  to  Him,  we  beg  Him  of  Hie  owu 
sovereiga  mercy  to  give  to  each  and  all,  the  bleseed  experience 
of  that  life  and  love  He  has  so  graciously  bestowed  upon 
UB,  but  of  which  we  feel  so  little,  and  which  causes  us  to 
mourn  and  weep  our  lack  of.  It  is  a  blessed  thing  to  see 
this  poor  man  carried  by  the  faith  of  others,  and  received  and 
healed  by  a  precious  Christ.  A  Uttle  lower  down  in  the  chapter 
we  see  an  accpunt  of  a  poor  woman  diseased  with  an  issue  of 
blood  twelve  years.  She  came  behind  our  Lord  and  touched 
the  hem  of  His  garment,  saying  within  herself,  **  If  I  may  but 
touch  His  garment,  I  shall  be  whole."  Are  there  any  touchers 
here  this  morning  ?  Those  who  desire  only  to  touch  the  hem  of 
His  garment,  and  who  have  such  a  sense  and  realisation  of  their 
own  corruption  and  depravity,  that  they  almost  imagine  if  they 
touched  that  gracious  and  adorable  One  who  is  impeccable,  they 
would  defile  Him.  Yet  with  the  fear  there  is  a  determination, 
and  that  wrought  in  them  by  His  own  blessed  Spirit,  to  come 
to  Him  by  the  constraint  of  His  own  love,  or  be  for  ever  lost. 
There  is  a  venturing  because  the  case  is  so  desperate  like  that 
recorded  in  Esther  iv.  16 : — "  So  will  I  go  in  unto  the  king,  which 
is  not  according  to  the  law;  and  if  I  peiish,  I  perish."  The  poor 
diseased  woman  did  all  her  talking  within  herself:  '*  She  said 
within  herself."  You  see  from  this  she  was  no  Mrs.  Talkative. 
She  was  one  of  those  whom  Hart  had  in  his  mind  when  he 
wrote  these  lines, — 

*'  No  big  wonls  of  ready  talkers. 
No  dry  doctrine  will  suffice  ; 
Broken  hearts  and  humble  walkers, 
These  are  dear  in  Jesus'  eyes." 

With  her  there  was  no  rant,  no  vociferation,  no  demonstration  ; 
but  quietly  and  without  a  sound  she  came  behind  and  touched 
the  hem  of  His  garment,  saying  within  herself,  "  If  I  may  but 
touch  His  garment,  I  shall  be  whole."  There  was  sterling  faith 
and  sweet  humility.  He  turned  Him  about.  He  could  not  do 
any  other.  There  was  a  spiritual  and  a  Divine  necessity  for  His 
turning  about.  See !  As  the  needle  is  attracted  to  the  pole, 
80  all  elect  vessels  of  mercy  are  attracted  and  drawn  to  Him 
to  whom  the  gathering  of  the  people  shall  be ;  and  He  is 
graciously  attracted  to  them,  and  cannot  be  kept  away  from 
them.  The  woman  talking  within  herself  directs  the  mind  to 
the  hidden  workings  of  the  Divine  nature  within.  The  inward 
talk  and  the  outward  touch  were  the  evidences  of  the  possession 
of  the  faith  of  God.  **  But  Jesus  turned  Him  about,  and  when 
He  saw  her,  He  said,  Daughter,  be  of  good  comfort ;  thy  fcdth 
hath  made  thee  whole.  And  the  woman  was  made  whole  from 
that  hour." 

The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  departed  thence,  when  two  blind  men 
followed  Him,  crying  and  saying,  "  Thou  Son  of  David,  have 
mercy  on  us."     These  two  men  had  discovered  the   kingly 
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character  of  our  Lord  and  Master,  who  was  despised  and  rejected 
of  men,  who  came  to  His  own  and  Hife  own  received  Him  not. 
In  the  Man  who  was  acconnted  as  base  and  vile  by  the  religions 
ones  of  His  day,  the  two  blind  men  saw  the  rightful  King  of 
Israel.  "  And  when  He  was  come  into  the  house,  the  blind  men 
came  to  Him  :  and  Jesus  saith  unto  them,  BeUeve  ye  that  I  am 
able  to  do  this  1 "  The  whole  of  this  chapter  is  an  exposition  or 
exhibition  of  the  faith  of  God's  own  giving,  and  which  He  works 
in  the  hearts  of  His  people  by  the  ^ower  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  It 
eivee  a  lasting  rebuke  to  the  free-will-evangelicals  of  the  present 
day,  who  have  the  name  of  Protestant  ever  at  the  end  of  their 
tongues  while  their  Protestantism  is  characterised  by  the  veriest 
Popery,  hounding  on  many  a  poor  and  tried  one  to  believe  who 
feels  and  bewails  his  utter  inability  to  believe,  trust,  or  confide 
in  God.  Free-willcrs  make  faith  to  be  the  pre-requisite  for  every 
mercy  received,  while  here  we  see  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  healis 
one  who  manifested  no  faith  at  all.  He  cured  another  who  came 
to  Him  without  ostentation,  observation,  or  outward  show. 
Here  we  have  two  blind  men  who  own  Him  as  the  King  of 
Israel  and  acknowledge  His  glorious  sovereignty.  They  lacked 
their  sight,  yet  looked  to  Him  as  the  Opener  of  the  eyes  of  the 
blind.  "  Jesus  saith  unto  them,  BeUeve  ye  that  I  am  able  to 
do  this?  They  said  unto  Him,  Yea,  Lord."  This  was  the 
expressioh  of  the  faith  of  His  own  giving.  Faith  in  every  phase 
and  feature  is  found  in  God's  blessed  Word,  and  in  every  case  it 
is  that  which  our  Lord  describes  as  "  The  faith  of  God  '  (Mark 
xL  22,  margin).  This  is  the  faith  communicated  from  the  great 
and  glorious  Head  to  the  various  members  of  His  mystical 
bodv. 

It  is  OUTS  this  morning  to  look  at  that  little  word  with  a  bie 
meaning,  *^  ABLE."  It  is  a  most  precious  word  in  its  spiritual 
connections.  "  Believe  ye  that  I  am  able  to  do  this!  "  To  do 
what  ?  In  the  case  before  us,  to  give  the  two  blind  men  their 
sight.  They  answered  Him  in  the  affirmative.  Whatever  be 
our  darkness  of  mind,  want  of  spiritual  sight,  or  lack  of  discern- 
ment in  Divine  things,  He  alone  is  able  to  bless  us  with  spiritual 
illumination.  But  it  is  not  my  intention  to  dwell  upon  the 
narrative.  By  the  grace  and  guidance  of  God  the  ever-blessed 
Spirit  we  will  seek  a  little  instruction  from  this  word  "  abk  "  as 
it  appears  in  the  New  Testament  Scriptures.  Do  yon  hear 
the  voice  of  the  Beloved  in  this  gracious  question  to  your  souk, 
*•  Believe  ye  that  I  am  able  to  do  this  ?  "  What  do  you  want 
doing  for  you  this  morning  ?  I  tell  you  honestly  and  candidly 
that  1  want  everything  of  a  spiritual  and  heavenly  nature  done 
for  me.  Perfect  helplessness,  incompetency,  and  inability  are 
mine,  and  have  characterised  every  step  of  my  spiritual  history. 
I  do  not  say,  "  my  reliaious  histortf,^^  for  that  word  relicpon 
always  wants  a  word  of  qualification  to  explain  it.  I  tnink 
there  is  only  one  place  in  God's  written  Word  where  it  refers  to 
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^at  which  comes  down  from  above  as  the  gift  of  the  Father  of 
lights.  See  James  i.  27  :  "  Pure  religion  and  undefiled  before 
God  and  the  Father  is  this,  To  visit  the  fatherless  and  widow  in 
their  aflliction,  and  to  keep  himself  unspotted  from  the  world." 

It  was  my  lot  and  privilege  yesterday  afternoon  to  visit  one, 
who,  I  believe,  is  a  poor  weakling  of  His,  and  perhaps  I  shall 
never  see  him  again  upon  earth.  I  hesitated  not  to  go,  but  in 
going  I  hesitated  much.  What  shall  I  say  to  the  poor  man  t 
Something  internal  whispered.  Leave  that  to  the  Master.  I  left 
it  with  Him.  As  I  sat  by  the  bed  of  the  suflFerer  and  witnessed 
his  gasping  for  breath,  God's  own  precious  word  of  truth  came 
home  to  my  heart  in  that  one  word  **  Able  "  as  it  is  revealed 
throughout  the  New  Testament.  "  BeUeve  ye  that  I  am  Able 
to  do  this?"  Now  what  do  we  want  doing?  Well,  there  is 
scarcely  one  in  this  place  but  who  wants  saving,  wants 
pardoning,  wants  justifying,  wants  quickening  wants  refreshing, 
wants  encouraging,  and  wants  comforting.  To  such  the  Master 
seems  to  cry  from  the  very  heights  of  covenant  favour,  and  from 
the  deep  that  coucheth  beneath  the  letter  of  His  word,  "  Believe 
ire  that  I  am  Able  to  do  this  ?  "  To  His  doubting,  fearing, 
hesitating  children  He  turns  round  and  by  the  convictmg  power 
of  His  blessed  Spirit  deals  with  them  as  He  dealt  with  Abraham, 
Moses,  Isaiah,  and  Jeremiah.  To  Abraham  He  said,  **  Is  any- 
thing too  hard  for  the  LORD  ?  "  (Gen.  xviii.  14).  To  Moses  He 
puts  the  searching  question,  "Is  the  LORD'S  hand  waxed  short?  " 
(Num.  XL  23).  The  doubting  children  in  Isaiah's  days  were 
roused  up  to  the  contemplation  of  their  covenant  privileges  with 
the  words,  "  Is  My  hand  shortened  at  all,  that  it  cannot  redeem  ? 
or  have  I  no  power  to  deliver?  "  (Isaiah  1.  2).  Again  they  are 
reminded  of  His  immutable  power,  "  Behold,  the  LORD'S  nand 
is  not  shortened,  that  it  cannot  save  "  (Isa.  lix.  1).  The  Word 
of  thid  LORD  counselled  and  comforted  the  weeping  prophet 
with  this  assuring  question,  ''  Behold,  I  am  the  LORD,  the  God 
of  all  flesh :  is  there  anything  too  hard  for  Me  ?  "  ( Jer.  xxxii.  27). 
Well  may  He  ask  the  question  of  each  and  every  poor,  tried,  and 
e^^roisea  sinner  here  this  morning,  '' '  Is  My  arm  shortened  that  it 
cannot  save '  thee  from  those  wretched  sins  which  distress  thee, 
from  those  corruptions  which  seethe  and  surge  within  thee,  from 
that  accui-sed  unbelief  which  drags  thee  down  to  earth,  and  sin, 
9sxd  death? "  As  I  am  thus  reminded  of  my  inabiUty,  blessed  be 
God,  while  it  is  experienced  it  is  but  as  the  forerunner  of  His 

gracious  ability  which  He  reveals  in  His  written  Word  and  by 
is  Spirit  in  the  hearts  of  His  people  according  to  His  covenant 
promise,  "  On  Mine  arm  shall  they  trust "  (Isa.  U.  5).  On  the 
arm  of  her  covenant-keeping  JEHO  V AH  the  virgin  of  Israel  shall 
trust — ^that  is,  she  shall  lean  upon  His  power.  See  how  this  is 
described  in  Song  viii.  5 :  ''  Who  is  this  that  cometh  up  from  the 
wilderness,  leaning  upon  her  Beloved  ?  "  This  is  the  Church, 
the  bride  of  the  Lamb,  in  conscious  weakness,  experiencing  her 
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otra  inability,  and  feeling  somethingof  that  sustaining  pow^ 
•et  forth  in  the  precious  metaphor,  ''The  Arm  of  the  LORD." 
In  Isa.  UiL  1  the  prophet  asks  in  surprise,  ''  Who  hath  believed 
our  report  ?  and  to  whom  is  the  arm  of  the  LORD  revealed  !  " 
To  whom  is  God's  Christ  revealed  I  By  whom  is  God's  Gospel 
beUeved  ?  This  we  see  from  Rom-  i.  1 6  :  "  For  I  am  not  ashamed 
of  the  Gospel  of  Christ ;  for  it  is  the  power  of  God  unto  salva- 
tion to  every  one  that  believeth."  That  God's  Christ  is  God's 
power  you  will  find  in  1  Cor.  i.  24  :  "  Christ  the  power  of  God." 
^ee  I  If  I  am  leaning  upon  the  Christ  of  God,  I  am  sustained 
by  the  arm  of  God,  and  thus  sustained,  though  manifesting  my 
own  we€tkness  in  the  act  of  leaning,  I  am  enabled  by  the  grace 
He  bestows  upon  me,  and  the  confidence  with  which  He  inspires 
me,  to  say, 

"  Oh  !  I  am  my  Beloved's, 

And  my  Beloved  is  mine ! 
He  brings  a  poor  vile  sinner 

Into  His  *  house  of  wine.' 
I  stand  upon  His  merit, 

I  know  no  other  stand, 
Not  e'en  where  glory  dwelleth, 

In  Emmanuel^  land." 

Let  us  now  look  through  the  New  Testament  Scriptures  in 
search  of  this  precious  word  *'  Able."  Some  of  you  may  be 
saving  this  morning,  I  wish  I  was  able  to  pray  as  I  ought.  I 
wish  I  was  able  to  walk  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord  as  I  ought.  I 
wish  I  was  able  to  come  to  God  as  I  ought.  My  dear  friends, 
your  complaining  thus  is  a  good  sign.  The  consciousness  of 
your  inability  is  almost  a  sure  sign  of  His  ability  to  do  for  you 
those  things  you  cannot  do  for  yourselves.  Turn  with  me  to 
Heb.  vii.  25.  There  we  find  a  very  blessed  testimony  concern- 
ing God's  arm,  God's  power,  God's  Christ  as 

•*  Able  to  save." 

"  Wherefore  " — that  is,  because  of  the  intransmissible  priest- 
hood of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  His  priesthood  can  never  be 
transferred  from  Himself  to  any  other  on  account  of  any  oflSce 
or  order  they  may  fill.  So,  every  one  that  styles  himself  a 
priest,  whether  it  be  in  Rome's  confederacy  against  God  and 
man,  or  in  the  Establishment  of  this  country,  is  a  rank  impostor. 
It  matters  not  whether  he  be  at  St.  Peter  s,  Rome,  St.  Paul's, 
London,  or  at  St.  Giles',  Camberwell.  There  are  no  priests  in  this 
dispensation  of  grace,  but  those  in  vital  union  with  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  All  such  are  worshipping  priests  in  the  spiritual 
temple  of  JEHOVAH,  feeding  upon  the  breast  of  His  everlasting 
love,  and  the  shoulder  of  His  irresistible  power.  "  Wherefore 
He  is  Able  to  save  them  to  the  uttermost  that  come  unto  God 
bv  Him,  seeing  He  ever  liveth  to  make  intercession  for  them." 
To  the  uttermost  of  what  ?  To  the  uttermost  length  of  sin 
that  an  elect  vessel  of  mercy  like  Manasseh  may  run.  To  the 
uttermost  bounds  of  declension  and  folly  that  any  of  God's 
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EpLraims  may  wander.  To  the  uttermost  degree  of  doubt, 
unbelief,  or  infidelity  to  which  a  matter-of-fact  Thomas  may 
fall.  To  the  uttermost  of  Satan's  direst  temptations  and  fiercest 
assaults  encompassing  the  spiritual  life  of  many  a  poor  wavering 
Peter.  To  the  uttermost  depths  of  dark  despondency  and  blact 
despair  which  tell  their  terrible  tales  in  the  heart  of  many  a 
poor  child  of  God  so  near  and  dear  to  Him.  "  He  is  Able  to 
SAVE  to  the  uttermost "  all  such  as  these.  Why  is  He  able  1 
Because  in  covenant  the  Father  laid  help  upon  Him  the  mighty 
One  (Psalm  Ixxxix.  19).  Because  His  might  was  seen  in  the 
accomplishment  of  His  people's  salvation  (Isaiah  Ixiii.  1).  On 
the  ground  of  His  accomplisned  redemption,  perfected  salvation, 
spotless  obedience,  tiiimiph  over  death,  hell,  and  sin,  and  His 
possessing  the  place  prepared  before  all  worlds  for  the  whole 
election  of  grace.  He  is  Able  to  save.  But  the  apostle  gives 
another  reason  for  this  ability,  which  is  this :  "  Seeing  He  ever 
liveth  to  make  intercession  for  tljiem,"  Last  i^igbt  mv  eye 
wandered  with  delight  over  these  precious  words  of  Toplady's: — 

*'  Awake,  sweet  gratitude,  and  sing 
The  ascended  Saviour's  love  ; 
Sing  how  He  lives  to  cany  on 
His  people's  cause  above. 

With  cries  and  tears  He  offer'd  up 

His  humble  suit  below ; 
But  with  authority  He  asks, 

Enthroned  in  glory  now. 

For  all  that  come  to  God  by  Him, 

Salvation  He  demands ; 
Points  to  their  names  upon  His  breast. 

And  spreads  His  wounded  hands. 

Eternal  life  at  His  request, 

To  every  saint  is  given  ; 
Safety  on  earth,  and,  after  death, 

The  plenitude  of  heaven." 

As  the  Father  looks  and  beholds  the  evidences  of  Christ's  cross 
and  passion,  and  brings  the  hearts  of  His  people  into  perfect 
acquiescence  with  Him,  there  neither  sin,  Satan,  corruption,  nor 
all  the  evil  influences  of  this  wrietched  world,  however  much 
they  torment  a  poor  child  of  God,  can  ever  hinder  Him  in  the 
accomplishment  of  His  purpose  of  love.  It  shall  be  done. 
Come  with  me  to  Heb.  ii.  18.  Here  you  have  a  blessed  declara- 
tion of  Christ's  solace,  Christ's  sympathy.     He  is 

"Able  to  succour." 

**  For  in  that  He  Himself  hath  suflfered  being  tempted,  He 
is  Able  to  succour  them  that  are  tempted."  Have  we  any 
tempted  and  tried  ones  to-day  t  There  is  a  little  bit  of  comfort 
for  you.  Because  He  was  tempted  in  all  points  like  as  we  are. 
He  is  able  to  succour  (Heb.  iv.  14^.  Look  at  this  cause  of  His 
ability  to  succour  I  He  has  been  in  the  very  spots  of  trial ;  He 
has  experienced  the  same  temptations  through  which  we  are 
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called  to  pass  during  our  earthly  pilgrimage.  Read  over  the 
first  part  of  Matt.  iv.  Here  we  see  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
tempted  to  distrust,  destruction,  and  despair.  I  know  there  are 
some  here  who  have  been  subjected  to  the  very  same  tempta- 
tioiis.  "  He  was  in  all  points  tempted  like  as  we  are,  yet  without 
an."  It  is  a  marvellous  mercy  for  us  to  know  that  He  is  thus 
Able  to  come  down  to  our  spots  of  suffering,  sorrow,  disappoint- 
ment, and  distress  with  His  own  sweet  succour  and  sympathy, 
the  experience  of  which  causes  my  heart  to  sing, — 

*'  As  Man,  a  Man  of  sorrows,  Thou 
Hast  suffered  every  human  woe, 
And  thus  enthroned  in  glory  now, 
Canst  pity  all  Thy  saints  below. 

Sweet  thought  I  my  Saviour,  but  for  this 

I  could  not  tell  my  grief  to  Thee  : 
Nor  hope  that  Thou,  midst  all  Thy  bliss 

And  glory,  I^ord  I  couldst  feel  for  me.'* 

In  the  face  of  truths  so  precious,  the  question  may  well  be  put 
to  such  an  unbelieving  neart  as  mine :  "  Believest  thou  that  I 
am  able  to  do  this  ?  "  But  my  adoring  heart  eagerly  responds, 
**  Lord,  Thou  art  not  only  able,  but  willing."  His  wilhngness  is 
manifested  in  the  thrill  of  deep  delight  and  gratitude  expe- 
rienced in  singing  such  a  precious  verse  as  this  : — 

"  Pa«t  suffering  now,  the  tender  heart 
Of  Jesus  on  His  Father*s  throne 
In  all  our  sorrows  bears  a  part, 
And  feels  them  as  He  felt  His  own." 

*'  In  every  pang  that  rends  the  heart, 
The  *  Man  of  sorrows  *  bears  a  part ; 
He  sympathises  with  our  grief. 
And  brings  the  suffering  saint  relief/' 

He  is  Able  to  save,  succour,  and  sympathise.  Now  turn  to  2 
Timothy  i.  12,  where  you  will  see  Christ 

"Able  to  keep." 

"  I  know  whom  I  have  believed."  It  is  not, "  I  know  in  whom 
I  have  believed,"  but  *'I  know  whom  I  have  believed."  I  know 
Him,  ^'  and  am  persuaded  that  He  is  Able  to  keep  that  which  I 
have  committea  unto  Him  against  that  day."  I  will  tell  you 
what  I  have  deposited  with  Him,  not  by  an  act  of  my  own 
natural  free-will  or  fleshly  faith,  but  by  the  working  of  His  own 
Spirit  in  my  daily  experience  teaching  me  my  utter  inability, 
and  the  perishing  state  of  all  earthly  things,  however  lawful  or 
gratifying  they  may  be.  He  has  graciously  taught  me  to  commit 
mv  body,  my  soul,  my  concerns,  my  circumstances,  and  my 
whole  salvation  into  the  hands  of  a  loving  Redeemer.  I  can 
Bay,— 

«<  My  times  are  in  Thy  hands,*' 

and  sometimes  I  sigh. — 

**  My  God,  I  wish  them  there^'* 
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The  apostle  says,  *^  He  is  Able  to  keep  that  which  I  have 
committed  uutu  Him  against  that  day.''  He  will  keep  my  faith 
from  failing,  my  hope  from  perishing,  my  love  from  decaying, 
my  life  from  destruction,  my  feet  from  falling,  and  my  soul  from 
hell,  and  all  this  unto  the  great  and  glorious  day  when  in  un- 
disturbed security  He  will  present  me  perfect  and  complete 
in  His  eternal  kingdom  and  glory.  But  very  often,  after  I  have 
committed  all  ray  concerns  into  His  gracious  hands,  I  experieace 
weariness,  want,  and  necessity;  I  lack  the  sensible  enjoyment  of 
the  rich  supplies  of  His  heavenly  grace.  Well,  even  here  He 
won't  be  wanting.  Come  with  me  to  2  Cor.  ix.  8,  where  Paul 
declares  that  God  is 

"  Able  to  make  all  g^ace  abound  toward  you ;  that  ye, 
always  having  all  sufficiency  in  all  things,  may  abound  to  every 
good  work.'*  Am  I  in  the  experience  of  want,  and  do  doubts 
and  fears  prevail  thereby  ?  He  is  able,  as  the  God  of  all  grace, 
and  the  Lord-Proprietor  of  all  things,  to  chase  them  all  away 
by  the  supply  of  all  my  need  "  according  to  His  riches  in  g\oTj 
by  Christ  Jesus"  (Phil.  iv.  19).  Do  any  of  you  doubt  His 
covenant  love  and  faithful  care  ?  He  is  able  to  bring  you  into 
the  rich  enjoyment  of  His  abounding  gi-ace  by  Christ  Jesus, 
give  you  the  experience  of  that  fulness  of  blessing  found  in  Him 
alone,  and  safely  conduct  you  through  every  toil,  trial,  tempta- 
tion, and  tribulation  to  that  glory-home  which  He  has  prepared 
and  reserved  for  you.  "  He  is  able  to  make  all  grace  abound 
toward  you,"  means  that  He  will  do  it.  He  deals  not  out  His 
bounties  with  stint  or  niggardliness.  Oh,  no!  Glorious 
liberality  characterises  our  God.  He  gives,  and  grows  no  poorer 
by  giving.  Have  we  life  t  He  will  give  it  to  us  more  abun- 
dantly (John  X.  10).  Have  we  grace  t  "  He  giveth  more 
grace  "  (James  iv.  6).  **  If  any  of  you,  brethren,  who  fall  into 
divers  temptations,  lack  wisdom,  let  him  ask  of  God,  that  giveth 
to  all  elect  men  liberally,  and  upbraideth  not ;  and  it  shall  be 
given  him "  (James  i.  5).  But  see  I  God's  children,  with  all 
this  ^ace  given  unto  them,  are  sometimes  cast  down,  and 
expenence  spiritual  iiiin  and  desolation.     Blessed  be  God,  He  is 

"  Able  to  build  them  up." 

You  see  this  hinted  at  in  that  glorious  chapter,  Jeremiah 
xxxi.  4 :  "  Again  I  will  build  thee,  and  thou  shalt  be  built,  O 
virgin  of  Israel."  You  may  depend  upon  it,  if  you  and  1  have 
anything  to  do  with  Israel's  covenant  God,  we  snail  experience 
many  a  battering  and  shattering  from  the  devil  and  the  flesh, 
and  shall  many  times  feel  cast  down,  broken  down,  and  in  ruins. 
Yet  His  promise  holds  good :  "  I  will  build  thee."  How  will  He 
build  t  Turn  to  Acts  xx.  32  :  **  And  now,  brethren,  I  commend 
you  to  God,  and  to  the  Word  of  His  grace,  which  is  Able  to 
BUILD  TOU  UP,  and  to  give  you  an  inheritance  among  all  them 
that  are  sanctified."  The  Word  of  His  grace  is  the  living  Word 
for  me  in  heaven  to  the  Father,  and  the  living  Word  oy  the 
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power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  from  the  Father  to  me.  He  is  able  to 
build  me  up  though  I  am  in  ruins,  cast  down,  and,  to  the  natural 
jud«nent,  destroyed.  We  know  something  of  that  experience 
set  before  us  in  2  Cor.  iv.  8,  9  :  "  We  are  troubled  on  every  side, 
yet  not  distressed  ;  we  are  perplexed,  but  not  in  despair  ;  per- 
secuted, but  not  forsaken;  cast  down,  but  not  destroyed." 
Cast  down,  yet  upheld  by  a  sovereign,  omnipotent  hand. 
Broken  down,  yet  built  up  by  covenant  power.  "  In  whom  ye 
ako  are  builded  together  for  an  habitation  of  God  through  the 
Spirit"  (£ph.  ii.  22).  We  shall  ofttimes  experience  much 
brokenness  of  spirit  because  of  our  felt  lack  of  faith,  hope,  love, 
and  prayer ;  but  even  here  He  will  prove  to  us  how  He  is 

"Able  to  do" 
all  these  for  u9  by  His  Son  and  in  us  by  His  Spirit.     This 
is  what  we  want.     We   want   that  of  which  Hart  sang  so 
sweetly : — 

"  Come,  ye  sinners,  poor  and  wretched. 
Weak  and  wotmded,  sick  and  sore  ! 
Jesus  ready  stands  to  save  yon, 
Full  of  pity,  joined  with  power  : 

He  is  able: 
He  is  willing  :  doubt  no  more." 

Come  with  me  to  that  precious  chapter,  Eph.  iii.  14 — 20.  The 
apostle  says :  "  For  this  cause  I  bow  mv  knees  unto  the  Father 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  He  would  grant  you  according 
to  the  riches  of  His  glory,  to  be  strengthened  with  might  by 
Hifl  Spirit  in  the  inner  man."  There  we  have  the  apostles 
prayer  for  the  strengthening  of  the  Ephesian  Christians.  Here 
we  have  his  doxology :  "  Now  unto  Him  that  is  Able  to  do 
exceeding  abundantly  above  all  that  we  ask  or  think,  according 
to  the  power  that  worketh  in  us."  What  power  is  that  ?  It  is 
*the  power  of  prayer,'  but  not  that  rubbish  you  may  see  chalked 
upon  the  walls  in  the  streets,  and  on  the  end  of  London-bridge. 
It  is  not  the  power  of  polluted  breath  flowing  from  the  lips  of 
unregenerate  sinners  and  conceited  professors.  It  is  the  power 
of  God  the  ever-blessed  Spirit  in  the  hearts  of  elect  and  highly- 
favoured  sinners.  You  see  this  in  Eph.  i.  19  :  "And  what  is  the 
exceeding  greatness  of  His  power  to  usward  who  believe 
according  to  the  working  of  Ilis  mighty  power."  Again  in  Col. 
i.  29  :  **  Whereunto  I  also  labour,  striving  according  to  His 
working  which  worketh  (or  energizeth)  in  me  mightily."  The 
prayers,  sighs,  groans,  and  desires  of  the  saints  are  by  the 
mdwelling  power  of  God.  But  we  all  know  that  we  are  hasten- 
ing to  that  time  when  dissolution  must  take  place,  and  separa- 
tion from  those  we  love  must  be  experienced.  The  dark  and 
untrodden  path  must  be  entered,  and  "this  body  of  our  humili- 
ation "  go  down  to  the  dust  of  death.  In  the  contemplation  of 
this,  we  rejoice  to  know  that  our  Companion  there  will  be  that 
blessed  One  who  **  is 
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"Able  to  {subdue 
all  things  unto  Himself."  See  Phil.  iii.  20,  21 :  '^  For  our  cou- 
versation  is  in  heaven ;  from  whence  also  we  look  for  the 
Saviour  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  shall  change  our  vile  body, 
that  it  may  be  fashioned  like  unto  His  glorious  body,  according 
to  the  working  whereby  He  is  able  to  subdue  all  things  unto 
Himself."  Sin  subdued,  fears  subdued,  death  subdued,  and 
Christ  the  Subduer  the  Strength  of  our  heart  and  our  Portion 
for  ever.  Once  again,  and  I  have  done.  After  dissolution, 
there  is  presentation  before  His  face  in  glory.  Turn  now  to  the 
short  epistle  of  Jude,  and  mark  well  his  doxology.  It  is  a 
glorious  one :  **  Now  unto  Him  that  is 

"Able  to  keep  you  from  falling." 
Are  you  fallen  ?  He  will  provide  carriers  for  you,  and  should 
these  fail,  He  will  Himself  carry  you.  Do  you  mourn  your 
unbelieving  state?  He  will  beUeve  for  you.  Do  you  bewail 
your  prayerless  spirit?  BUs  intercession  shall  prevail  for  you. 
See !  "He  is  able  to  present  you  faultless  before  the  presence 
of  His  glory  with  exceeding  jcy."  This  is  ovei-flowing  joy.  The 
joy  of  the  Lord  is  the  strength  of  His  people  (Neh.  viii.  10).  This 
IS  the  joy  of  the  glorious  Three-in-One.  It  is  the  harmonies 
of  Deity  conspiring  to  fill  all  heaven  with  strains  of  ineffable 
music.  It  is  the  overflowing  of  Divine  delight  to  the  whole  of 
the  glorified  ones  before  the  throne.  "  Your  joy  shall  be  full," 
said  the  Lord  Jesus  to  His  sorrowing  disciples.  Elect  vessels 
filled  with  the  fulness  of  their  God.  The  overflowing  of  Divine 
joy  shall  flll  the  whole  redeemed  throng  throughout  a  never- 
ending  eternity.  Presented  faultless !  Are  you  full  of  sin  this 
morning?  He  sees  not  a  sin  in  you.  Are  you  sinning?  You 
are  free  from  all  sin.  Are  you  sensible  of  your  depravity?  He 
says,  "  Thou  art  all  fair.  My  love,  there  is  no  spot  in  thee."  Do 
you  mourn  over  your  unrighteousness  ?  You  are  righteous  in 
Him.  Do  you  bewail  your  manifold  transgressions  ?  They  are 
all  swept  away  in  the  flood  of  the  Redeemer's  blood.     Are  you 

Sieving  over  your  shortcomings  ?  You  are  complete  in  Him. 
o  you  dread  rejection  from  His  presence  ?  You  are  accepted 
and  gi'aced  in  the  Beloved.  In  Him  you  are  blessed  by  the 
Great  Sacred  Three,  never  to  be  separated  from  Him,  but 
through  the  countless  ages  of  eternity  to  bask  in  the  sunshine  of 
His  presence  and  be  lost  in  His  love. 

May  He  add  His  blessing  for  His  name's  sake.     Amen. 
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%   Sermon 

Pk&ichkd  in  Grove  Chapel,  Cahbebwell,  on  Bumuat  Morninq, 
Febbuart  2nd,  1879,  BY 

THOMAS   BRADBURY. 


**  Bat  as  it  is  written,  Eye  bath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither  have  entered 
into  the  heart  of  man,  the  things  Which  God  hath  prepared  for  them  that  love  Him." 
—1  Cor.  u.  9. 

LAST  Friday  evening,  at  our  weekly  prayer  meeting,  it  was 
my  lot  to  dwell   upon  the  pleasant  and   painful  truths 
written   by   the   apostle   m   the   first   chapter   of   this   epistle. 
Pleasant  m  the  fii*st  and  last  portions  of  the  chapter.     The  first 
part,  down  to  the  end  of  ver.  9,  describes  the  persons  at  Corinth 
for  whom  the  blessings  enumerated  were  designed.     They  were 
persons  in  union  with  the  Lord  Jes^is  Christ,  and  styled,  "  The 
Church  of  God  which  is  at  Corinth."     "  The  Church  of  God  "— 
not  according  to  the  world's  acceptance  of  that  title,  but  accord- 
ing to  JEHOVAH'S  decree,  design,  and  determination.     The 
Church  of  God  is  formed  of  the  gathered-out  ones,  those  who  are 
gathered  together  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  to  the  name 
and  to  the  pei'son  of  Jesus,  and  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  privi- 
leges and  immunities  which  God  has  treasured  up  in  Him.     The 
Church  of  God  knows  nothing  of  sectarian  difl*erences  or  denomi- 
national distinctions.     It  requires  not  human  laws  or  regulations 
to  guide  it,  and  all  that  man  can  do  for  it  is  but  to  perplex 
and  distract.     The  Churchman  will  tell  you  that  the  Church  of 
God  is  formed  of  those  who  have  been  sprinkled  in  infancy,  con- 
firmed in  youth,  and  who  remain  staunch  in  their  attachment  to 
the  Establishment.     There  are  others  who  will  tell  you  that  only 
those  who  are  iramereed,  who  have  dealt  out  their  experience 
before  the  people,  and  have  received  the  nght  hand  of  feilowshipy 
are  the  Church.     Well,  I  do  not  believe  a  word  of  it.     The 
('hurch  of  God  upon  earth  is  composed  of  God's  elect,  redeemed 
and  regenerate  ones,  who  are  gathered  together  to  the  person  of 
a  living  Christ  without  the  aid  of  any  of  those  appliances  which 
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any  hypocrite  or  make-believe  can  submit  to.  We  see  this  from 
the  Saviour's  own  testimony  in  Matt,  xviii.  20,  where  he  describes 
the  true  Church :  "  For  where  two  or  three  are  gathered  together 
in  My  name,  there  am  1  in  the  midst  of  them."  There  you  have 
the  Church  defined. 

Look  at  ver.  2  of  this  first  chapter:  "Unto  the  Church  of 
God  which  is  at  Corinth,  to  them  that  are  sanctified  in  Christ 
Jesus,"  separated  in  Christ  Jesus.  "  Called  saints."  I  leave  out 
those  two  words  in  italics  *^  to  be,^'  because  the  people  of  God 
are  not  called  to  be  saints,  but  before  their  calUng  are 
saints,  and  their  calling  declares  them  to  be  what  they  eternally 
are:  "with  all  that  in  every  place  call  upon  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  both  theirs  and  cure."  I  like  that  I 
"  With  all  tliat  in  every  place.^^  Oh,  what  a  glorious  declaration  I 
Jonah  in  the  belly  of  hell,  down  in  the  depths  of  the  Mediten-a- 
nean  Sea ;  Peter  on  the  house  top  at  Joppa ;  John  in  the  lonely 
sea-girt  isle  of  Patmos.  There  are  loved,  yet  tempted  and  tried 
ones  up  in  dirty  garrets  and  down  in  murky  cellars,  unknown 
and  unnoticed  by  the  world,  yet  belonging  to  Christ,  and  forming 

Eart  of  His  glorious,  elect,  redeemed,  and  living  Church  loved  by 
Lim  with  an   everlasting  love.     Paul's  desire  for  all  such  is, 
"  Grace  be  unto  you,  and  peace,  from  God  our  Father,  and  from 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ."     He  knew  that  they  could  obtain  neither 
grace  nor  peace  from  any  other  quarter.    He  thanks  his  God 
•*  for  the  grace  of  God  which  was  given  them  by  Jesus  Christ." 
See  how  often  he  mentions  that  name,  Jesus  Christ.     When  you 
have  a  little  leisure,  get  your  Bibles  and  count  over  the  number 
of  times  he  repeats  that  name  Jesus  Christ  in  this  chapter,  and 
it  will  give  you  some  idea  how  near  and  dear  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  was  to  the  apostle's  heart.     "  That  in  everything  ye  are 
enriched  by  Him  in  all  utterance,  and  in  all  knowledge."     O, 
say  you,  I  wish  I  was  blessed  with  liberty  in  prayer  and  in  praise 
to  pour  out  my  heart  before  Him  as  I  would.    As  you  would  t 
If  He  were  only  to  indulge  you  that  you  might  do  these  things 
as  you  would,  the  doing  of  them  would  make  you  as  proud  as 
Lucifer.     He  will  not  bless  you  according  to  your  estimate  of 
your  wants,  and  will  often  fall  shoii;  of  that  which  you  think  you 
should  have,  yet  perfection  is  seen  upon  everything  He  does  for 
you  and  in  you.     Mark  those  two  "  alls :  "  **  All  utterance  and 
all  knowledge."     See !   I  am  favoured  with  all  the  utterance  at 
His  throne  of  grace  that  He  designed  for  me.     I  am  blessed 
with  all  the  knowledge  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  by  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  that  He  ever  intended  I  should  possess.     I  can- 
not have  more  though  I  may  desire  it.    "  Even  as  the  testimony 
of  Christ  was  confirmed  in  you :  so  that  ye  come  behind  in  no 
gift."     What  a  marvellous  fact:  "Come  behind  in  no  gift."     All 
the  blessings  bestowed  by  the  Father  upon  me  in  the  Sou  of 
His  love — all  the  gifts  and  graces  treasured  up  in  Him  for  me, 
and  for  the  safe  conveyance  and  communication  of  which  He 
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has  held  Himself  everlastingly  responsible.  Is  that  true  ?  Ay, 
as  sure  as  God  is  true,  every  member  of  the  election  of  grace 
shall  come  behind  in  no  gift.  The  gift  of  repentance  comes  in 
His  own  good  time.  The  gift  of  prayer  is  experienced  as  my 
heart  flows  out  towards  Him  when  and  where  He  will.  The 
gift  of  a  thankful  heart  is  experienced  when  the  winter  of  discon- 
tent is  past  and  the  time  of  the  singing  of  God  is  come.  The  gift 
of  a  liberal  disposition  which  can  only  be  when  God  gives  me  to 
feel  and  prize  His  liberality  to  me.  "  Waiting  for  the  coming 
of  ou^  Lord  Jesus  Christ."  Some  would  say,  for  the  millennium. 
The  millennium  I  See  I  It  is  waiting  for  a  person,  for  a  living 
person.  We  are  here  this  morning  waiting,  not  for  His  second, 
third,  or  fourth  coming,  for  He  has  come  ao^ain  and  again  to  our 
waiting  hearts.  Here  we  are  waiting,  and  we  cannot  help  but 
wait  for  the  coming  of  Him  whom  our  souls  love.  He  has  come 
by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  with  grace  and  glory  to  our 
hearts,  giving  to  us  the  blessed  assurance  of  the  Father^s  love, 
and  an  experimental  interest  in  the  blessings  of  His  kingdom. 
"  Who  shall  confirm  you  unto  the  end,  that  ye  may  be  blameless 
in  the  day  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ " — that  is,  in  the  day  when 
He  shall  come  to  take  the  whole  of  His  ransomed  ones  home  to 
Himself.  Then  we  have  the  precious  declaration  that  "  God  is 
faithful,  by  whom  ye  were  called  into  the  fellowship  of  His  Son 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord." 

The  other  portion  of  pleasant  truth  commences  with  ver.  2(3 : 
"  For  ye  see  your  calling,  brethren,  how  that  not  many  wise  men 
after  the  flesn,  not  many  mighty,  not  many  noble."  There  we 
stop.  Our  translators  have  added  the  words,  " ai^e  calledj^  but 
the  subject  is  not  so  much  that  of  calling  as  it  is  of  choice.  *'  But 
God  hath  chosen  the  foolish  things  of  the  world  to  confound  the 
wise ;  and  God  hath  chosen  the  weak  things  of  the  world  to 
confound  the  things  which  are  mighty ;  and  base  things  of  the 
world,  and  things  which  are  despised,  hath  God  chosen,  yea, 
and  things  which  are  not " — God's  elect  not  yet  born,  but  who 
shall  appear  upon  the  stage  of  time — "  to  biing  to  nought  things 
that  are,  that  no  flesh  should  ^lory  in  His  presence.  "But  of  Him 
— that  is,  of  God — are  ye  m  Chi-ist  Jesus."  Why  does  Paul 
write  thus  I  Because  of  that  state  of  things  existing  in  the 
Church  of  Corinth  described  in  that  painful  portion  of  the 
chapter,  from  ver.  10  to  the  end  of  ver.  25.  Schism,  conten- 
tion, and  strife  were  rampant.  The  apostle  writes,  *'Now 
I  beseech  you,  brethren,  by  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
that  ye  all  speak  the  same  thing,  and  that  there  be  no  divisions 
among  you ;  but  that  ye  be  perfectly  joined  together  in  the 
same  mind  and  in  the  same  judgment.  For  it  hath  been 
declared  unto  me  of  you,  by  them  which  are  of  the  house  of  Chloe, 
that  there  are  contentions  among  you."  See  the  honesty 
of  the  apostle.  I  sometimes  sigh  in  my  inmost  soul.  Would  to 
God  we  had  the  same  honesty  now-a-days  I     But  instead  of  this 
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we  have  confidential  communications  throngh  the  post,  or 
whisperings  in  the  ear,  "  I  have  been  told  so  and  so,  but  I  must 
not  split.  I  repose  the  strictest  confidence  in  you,  but  I  must 
not  give  ray  author."  0  my  dear  fellow,  you  had  better  keep 
your  intelligence  to  yourself.  None  of  your  confidence  tricks 
here.  Satan's  mischief  always  links  beneath  these  confidential  ' 
communications.  The  apostle  gave  the  Corinthians  to  know 
where  they  might  find  his  author — in  the  house  of  Chloe. 
**  Now  this  I  say,  that  every  one  of  you  saith,  I  am  of  Paul ;  and 
I  of  Apollos ;  and  I  of  Cephas ;  and  I  of  Christ."  I  believe  that 
those  who  cried,  "  I  of  Christ,"  were  the  worst  in  the  whole  lot. 
They  simply  used  the  name  of  Christ  to  hide  their  hypocrisy. 
The  counsel  of  the  Master  in  the  days  of  His  flesh  was,  "  If  any 
man  shall  say  unto  you,  Lo,  here  is  Christ,  or  there;  believe  it 
not "  (Matt.  xxiv.  23).  The  apostle  asks  the  question,  "  Is 
Christ  divided  1  was  Paul  crucified  for  you  ?  or  were  ye  baptized 
in  the  name  of  Paul  ?  I  thank  God  that  I  baptized  none  of  you, 
but  Crispus  and  Gains."  Then  he  proceeds  to  show  the  folly  of 
these  divisions  and  disputings  in  the  Church,  and  in  ver.  30 
writes, "  But  of  Him,"  not  of  Paul,  not  of  Apollos,  not  of  Cephas,  not 
of  Christ;  but  of  the  Father  '*  are  ye  in  Christ  Jesus."  In  Christ 
Jesus  by  the  will,  decree,  and  determination  of  the  Father.  In 
Christ  l)y  the  Father's  electing  love.  In  Christ  by  the  Father's 
predestinating  pumose.  In  Christ  experimentally  and  feelhigly 
oy  the  Spirit  of  the  Father.  In  Christ  sanctified.  In  Christ 
saved.  In  Christ  secured.  In  Christ  preserved  all  life's  journey 
through,  and  at  last  in  Christ  eternally  glorified.  In  Christ  we 
are  anointed.  In  Jesus  we  are  saved,  and  Christ  Jesus  is  made 
unto  us  of  God  the  Father  and  by  God  the  Father,  **  Wisdom." 
We  need  it,  but  it  is  a  great  mercy  that  we  are  not  entnisted 
with  it.  Samson^s  strength  lay  in  his  head.  In  our  great  and 
glorious  Head,  far  above  all  principality  and  power,  far  beyond 
the  reach  of  sin,  sorrow,  or  sufiering,  where  the  changes  of 
this  wretched  world  can  ever  effect  it,  there  our  wisdom  is 
secure.  "  And  righteousness."  We  are  disobedient  children  : 
but  Christ  is  our  Righteousness.  It  is  not  simply  He  has 
wrought  out  a  righteousness  for  us;  but  He  Himself  by  His 

geifect  obedience  is  onr  Righteousness,  and  we  are  made  the 
ighteousnesss  of  God  in  Him.  "  And  Sanctification."  We 
loathe  ourselves  because  of  our  corruptions,  and  we  groan 
under  a  sense  of  our  indwelling  depravity  ;  but  Christ  in  the 
purity  of  His  person  and  Work  is  our  Sanctification.  "And 
Redemption."  Christ  our  DeHv^rer  from  the  curse  of  the  law, 
from  the  power  of  sin,  from  the  world,  and  from  self.  And  then 
Christ  is  revealed  as  the  sole  Glory  of  the  Church. 

With  the  enjoyment  of  Christ  as  his  All  in  all  the  apostle 
commences  this  second  chapter  thus :  *' And  I,  brethren,  when  I 
came  to  you,  came  not  with  excellency  of  speech  or  of  wisdom, 
declaring  unto  you   the  testimony  of  God.*'     You  must  not 
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suppose  for  a  moment  that  the.  apostle  sought  to  be  considered 
rude  or  destitute  of  taste  in  deaHng  out  God's  Gospel.  He 
desired  nothing  of  the  kind.  He  says,  *'  I  came  not  to  you  with 
excellency  of  speech."  Oh,  no  I  He  came  to  them  in  the  person 
of  Him  who  was  revealed  in  him  as  his  Wisdom  and  his  Power. 
He  came  to  them  with  wisdom  ;  but  it  was  the  Wisdom  of  God. 
**  And  I  was  with  you  in  weakness,  and  in  fear,  and  in  much 
trembling.  And  my  speech  and  my  preaching  was  not  with 
enticing  words  of  man's  wisdom,"  or,  as  you  have  it  in  the 
margin,  ''persuasible  words  of  man's  wisdom."  He  knew  nothing 
of  such  outrageous  and  foolish  appeals  as,  "  Jesua  is  ready  to  save 
you  if  you  will  only  come  to  Ilim,  Why  will  ye  die,  ye  dead,  why 
will  ye  die  ?  "  No  such  rubbish  as  that.  **  My  speech  and  my 
preaching  was  in  demonstration  of  the  Spirit  and  of  power." 
Paul  preached  the  purpose  of  the  Father,  the  preciousness  of  the 
Son,  and  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  all  this,  said  he, 
"  That  your  faith  should  not  stand  in  the  wisdom  of  men,  but 
in  the  power  of  God.  Howbeit,  we  speak  wisdom  among  them 
that  are  perfect :  yet  not  the  wisdom  of  this  world,  nor  of  the 
princes  of  this  world,  that  come  to  nought :  but  we  speak  the 
wisdom  of  God  in  a  mystery,  even  the  hidden  wisdom,  which 
God  ordained  before  the  world  unto  our  glory :  which  none  of 
the  princes  of  this  world  knew;  for  had  they  known  it,  they 
would  not  have  crucified  the  Lord  of  glory."  Such  were  not  to 
know  the  manifold  wisdom  of  God.  It  was  part  of  the  Father's 
purpose  that  they  should  not,  but  that  in  their  ignorance  should  do 
whatsoever  His  hand  and  His  counsel  determined  before  to  be  done 
(Acts  iv.  28).  This  brings  us  to  the  words  of  our  text :  "  But  as 
it  is  written.  Eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither  have 
entered  into  the  heart  of  man,  the  things  which  God  hath 
prepared  for  them  that  love  Him.  But  God  hath  revealed  them 
unto  us  by  His  Spirit :  for  the  Spirit  searcheth  all  things,  yea,  the 
deep  things  of  God."  A  veiy  precious  text,  containing  truths  so 
vast  and  glorious  as  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  human  conception, 
beyond  the  ^rasp  of  human  reason,  intellect,  or  understanding. 
However  bright  human  reason  may  be,  however  brilliantly 
human  intellect  may  display  itself,  or  however  ingenious  and 
accomplished  the  human  underetanding  may  be — all  fail  to  grasp 
a  single  truth  of  Divine  revelation.  But  it  is  our  privilege,  in 
humble  dependence  upon  the  guidance  and  grace  of  God  the 
ever-blessea  Spirit,  to  dwell  upon  this  precious  portion  for  a  little 
wliile.     We  will  notice, — 

I. — The  prepared  persons — "Them  that  love  Him.'' 
IL — The  prepared  things— "The  things  which  God  hath 
prepared  for  them  that  love  Him." 

I. — The  prepared  persons — "  Them  that  love  Him.'' 
Where  are  tliey  {     Where  do  they  live  1     Where  in  Camber- 
well  can  you  find  them  ?     Ah,  my  dear  friends,  you  may  look  a 
long  wav  sometimes  before  you  come  across  one  in  this  vast 
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metropolis  who  really  and  truly  loves  a  precious  Christ,  or  a 
covenant  God  in  Him.  Where  does  love  to  the  God  of  the 
Scriptures  exist?  The  apostle  Paul  tells  us  in  Rom.  viii.  7: 
*'  The  carnal  mind  is  enmity  against  God :  for  it  is  not  subject 
to  the  law  of  God,  neither  indeed  can  be."  This  is  not  simply 
the  mind  of  the  infidel  or  of  the  debauchee ;  but  the  mind  of  the 
moralist  and  of  the  pietist.  ay»  of  universal  man  from  Adam's 
days  to  the  present  is,  "  ENMITY  AGAINST  GOD."  Not  only 
the  mind  of  the  unregenerate,  but  the  natural  mind  of  every 
regenerate  man,  woman,  or  child.  Mark  you,  nothing  is  wanting 
but  the  time  and  opportunity  for  the  display  of  the  enmity  of 
the  carnal  mind  of  God's  children  against  Him.  Just  think  of 
this  for  a  minute  or  two.  Have  you  had  your  nicely  prepared 
plans  for  a  little  rest  broken  to  pieces  after  many  a  hard  stmggle, 
after  much  tugging  and  toiling,  after  much  sweat  of  your  brow 
has  been  lost  in  endeavouring  to  obtain  a  competency  for 
yourself  and  for  those  near  and  dear  to  you  ?  Have  you 
stniggled  and  strained  yourself  to  feather  your  nest  and  make 
matters  cozy  and  comfortable,  yet,  in  the  mysteries  of  His 
providence,  all  your  hopes  have  been  blighted  and  your  prospects 
blasted  ?  Tell  me,  How  does  your  old  man  put  up  with  all  this? 
You  know  very  well  that  he  does  not  put  up  with  it  at  all.  He 
kicks,  he  rebels,  and  asserts  his  own  injportance,  nay,  he  will 
actually  arraign  the  great  JEHOVAH  at  the  bar  of  his  puny 
judgment.  Some  of  you  may  say.  Oh,  you  get  that  out  of  your 
own  mind !  No,  I  do  not.  Those  of  you  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  experience  of  Job  and  Jeremiah  know  well  how  these 
highly-favoured  men,  when  left  to  themselves,  called  into  question 
the  wisdom  of  God  because  of  His  dealings  with  their  wretched 
flesh  and  their  fleshly  surroundings.  "The  carnal  mind  is 
enmity  against  God ;  for  it  is  not  subject  to  the  law  of  God, 
neither  indeed  can  be."     This  is  true  all  the  world  over. 

Well  then  may  I  ask  the  question.  Where  are  these  prepared 
and  loving  persons  to  be  found  ?  Only  where  God  has  been 
pleased  to  reveal  the  perfection  of  His  attributes  by  the 
spirituahty  of  His  righteous  law,  and  bring  poor  sinners  to  see 
themselves  in  the  light  of  His  perfections,  as  corrupt,  depraved, 
and  hell-deserving,  destitute  of  a  redeeming  feature  with  which 
they  can  approach  the  throne  of  the  heavenly  grace.  But  here 
He  leaves  them  not  to  perish.  In  the  riches  of  His  grace  and 
the  fulness  of  His  mere}-,  He  opens  up  to  them  the  treasures  of 
His  everlasting  love.  He  comes  just  where  they  are  in  the  time 
of  their  sorrow  and  despondency,  and  says  to  them  when  on  the 
verge  of  despair,  **  Yea,  I  have  loved  thee  with  an  everlasting 
love,  therefore  with  lovingkindness  have  I  drawn  thee  "  (Jer. 
xxxi.  3). 

"  Mine  in  an  unchanging  love, 

Higher  than  the  heights  above. 

Peeper  than  the  depths  beneatli. 

Free  and  faithful,  strong  as  death."  r^  ^  ^^T^ 
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The  complaint  of  the  soul  that  God  has  loved  it  aforetime, 
or  from  afar,  gives  evidence  of  the  drawing  of  eternal,  unin- 
fluenced, immutable  love.  See  how  the  apostle  John  speaks  of 
the  effect  of  this  love  in  the  heart  and  life  of  the  children  of 
God  :  "  We  love  Him  because  He  first  loved  us*'  (1  Johniv.  19), 
If  we  have  the  blessed  revelation  of  this  love  to  our  hearts,  we 
shall  not  be  slow  to  acknowledge  it.  We  shall  say  unto  Him, 
We  love  Thee,  O  Father,  for  Thine  electing  and  predestinating 
love.  We  love  Thee,  0  Jesus,  for  Thy  condescending  and 
redeeming  love.  We  love  Thee,  0  Holy  Ghost,  for  Thy 
regenerating  and  restoring  mercy.  This  is  the  love  of  the 
Eternal  Three-in-One  and  One-in-Three.  But  how  are  we 
brought  into  the  realisation  of  this?  According  to  Rom.  v.  5  : 
"And  hope  maketh  not  ashamed;  because  the  love  of  God  is 
shed  abroad  in  our  hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghost  which  is  given 
unto  us." 

As  we  are  brought  into  the  enjoyment  and  experience  of  this 
love,  we  may  be  left  ofttimes  to  question  its  reality,  and  inquire 
how  it  is  that  the  great  and  glorious  JEHOVAH  can  manifest 
His  love  to  enemies  so  great  and  to  worms  so  vile.  Sometimes 
we  may  be  brought  down  to  depths  so  dark,  and  to  the 
companionship  of  those  poor  children  of  God  who  can  do  nought 
but  write  bitter  things  against  themselves,  some  of  whom  even 
now  within  these  Avails  niay  be  sighing, — 

*'  *Ti8  a  point  I  long  to  know 

(Oft  it  causes  anxious  thought), 
Do  I  love  the  Lord,  or  no  ? 
Am  I  His,  or  am  I  not  ?  " 

As  He  settles  the  disputed  point  in  our  heart's  experience  by  the 
grace  and  indwelling  of  His  blessed  Spirit,  Ave  shall  frequently 
get  not  one  hair's  breadth  higher  than  this, — 

*'  Lord  I  it  is  my  chief  complaint, 
That  my  leva  is  weak  and  faint ; 
Yet  I  love  Thee  and  adore  ! 
Oh,  for  gi-ace  to  love  Thee  more  I  " 

That  describes  just  the  length  to  which  we  may  be  brought  in 
the  pathway  of  love,*and  it  is  a  marvellous  mercy  to  be  brought 
even  there. 

Here,  then,  you  have  the  prepared  persons  described  as  lovers. 
Their  enmity  to  God  has  been  slain  by  the  revelation  of  a  God 
of  love  to  their  waiting  hearts.  They  are  spoken  of  in  the 
portion  in  Isaiah  Ixiv.  4,  from  which'  the  text  is  a  quotation,  as 
••  waiting  for  Him:'  Lovers  delight  with  eager  expectancy  to 
wait  for  one  another.  They  are  "a  people  prepared  for  the 
Lord  '*  (Luke  i.  17),  styled  by  Paul  in  Rom.  ix.  23  :  "Vessels  of 
mercy  afore  prepared  unto  glory."  Prepared  in  the  pre- 
destinating purposes  of  the  Father.  Prepared  in  the  perfect 
miration  of  the  Son.    Prepared  in  the  new  creation  work  of 
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God  the  Holy  GhoRt.  Blessed  with  the  revelation  of  a  preparing 
God  and  a  prepared  people,  with  ourselves  among  them,  we  may 
well  sing, — 

*'  Wbatc'er  consists  not  with  Thy  love, 
O  teach  me  to  resign  ; 
I'm  rich  to  all  th'  intents  of  bliss, 
If  Thou,  O  God,  art  mine." 

We  now  pass  on  to  notice  the  privileges  possessed  by  this 
prepared  people. 

n. — The  prepared  things—**  The  things  which  God 
hath  prepared  for  them  that  love  Him."  You  know  I  am  one 
of  those  who  glory  in  a  preparing  and  performing  God — a 
God  who  has  prepared  and  who  performs  all  things  for  His 
people — not  a  God  who  has  left  all  the  concerns  of  His  loved 
ones  to  blind  chance,  wretched  fate,  or  fickle  fortune.  Such 
a  God  as  that  will  never  do  for  me.  I  want  a  God,  who, 
according  to  the  Saviour's  declaration,  knows  all  my  wants 
and  necessities,  and  has  made  ample  provision  for  tliem. 
He  speaks  of  those  whose  wisdom  led  them  to  take  for'^- 
thought  and  make  provision  beforehand :  "  For  which  of  you, 
intending  to  build  a  tower,  sitteth  not  down  first,  and  counteth 
the  cost,  whether  he  have  sufiicient  to  finish  it?"  (Luke  xiv. 
28).  Some  sentimentalists  would  have  us  believe  that  because 
of  certain  expressions  in  God's  most  Holy  Word,  we  are  not 
justified  in  making  provision  for  the  future.  I  could  not  help 
laughing,  about  twenty-one  years  ago,  as  I  heard  two  persons 
contending,  one,  that  no  provision  ought  to  be  made  for  the 
flesh,  while  the  other,  a  free-grace  Irishman,  with  a  true  swing 
of  the  brogue,  retorted,  *'  That  Scripture  says,  '  Make  not 
provision  for  the  flesh,  to  fulfil  the  lusts  thereof^''  (Rom.  xiii.  14). 
But  to  the  point.  I  love  a  providing  and  preparing  God. 
Our  blessed  Lord  also  speaks  of  the  folly  of  a  king  going  out 
to  war  without  first  consulting  the  stiength  of  his  army  against 
the  enemy.  Blessed  be  God,  He,  in  the  riches  of  His  grace 
before  the  worlds  were  framed,  sat  down  in  covenant,  and 
prepared,  planned,  and  presented  to  Himself,  in  glorious 
perfection,  all  things  to  be  possessed,  experienced,  and  enjoyed 
by  His  people.  His  blessed  Word  reveals  to  us  the  gracious 
fact  that  He  has  prepared  for  them  an  eternal,  incorruptible, 
and  undefiled  inheritance  in  Himself. 

Turn  to  Matt.  xxii.  2 — 10,  where  you  read  of  the  feast  made 
by  a  certain  king  at  the  marriage  of  his  son.  He  "  sent  forth 
his  servants  to  call  them  that  were  bidden  to  the  wedding, 
and  they  would  not  come.  Again,  he  sent  forth  other 
servants,  saying.   Tell  them  which  are    bidden,  Behold^  I  iMve 

iirepared  my  dinner^  Those  who  heard  the  invitation  made 
ight  of  it.  He  sent  other  servants,  when  those  who  felt  the 
power  of  his  word  made  much  of  it,  and  came  in  and  sat 
down  to  the  feast  prepared  by  the  king.      You  read  again  in 
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Isaiah  xxv.  6 :  "  And  in  this  mountahi  shall  the  Lord  of  hosts 
make  nnto  all  people  a  feast  of  fat  things,  a  feast  of  wines  on 
the  lees,  of  fat  things  fnll  of  marrow,  of  wines  on  the  lees  well 
refined."  God  hath  prepared  a  glorious  inheritance  for  His 
predestinated  children;  God  hath  prepared  a  glorious  kingdom 
for  His  own  elect ;  God  hath  prepared  a  glorious  feast  for 
His  hungering  and  thirsting  people;  God  hath  prepared  glorious 
things  for  His  own  loved  Zion.  When  He  at  first  calls  them 
by  His  grace,  He  does  not  inform  them  of  all  the  blessings, 
bounties,  and  benefits  He  has  in  store  for  them.  If  I  am  invited 
out  to  dine,  I  go  trusting  to  the  generosity  of  my  host ;  it 
would  be  a  piece  of  impertinence  for  me  to  ask  what  he  had 
prepared  for  me  to  eat.  How  much  more  would  it  be  for  me  to 
question  the  choice  of  the  great  and  glorious  Preparer  and 
Provider  of  all  good  things  when  He  calls  us  to  His  banqueting 
house,  to  sit  with  Him  at  His  table,  and  partake  of  those  royal 
dainties  which  He,  in  His  love,  has  prepared  for  us  I  Blessed  be 
His  holy  name  1  That  has  been  true  again  and  again  in  the 
experience  of  our  hearts :  "  He  brought  me  to  the  banqueting 
house,  and  His  banner  over  me  was  love  "  (Song  ii.  4).  This  is 
a  blessed  verse,  which  I  cannot  repeat  too  often,  and  would  to 
God  our  hearts  could  thrill  with  spiritual  delight  as  we  think  of 
it  day  by  day  :  — 

"Oh,  I  am  my  Beloved'p, 

And  my  Belored  is  mine  : 
He  brings  a  poor  vile  sinner 

Into  Hifl  •  honse  of  wine.' 
T  fttand  upon  His  merits — 

I  know  no  other  stand, 
Not  e'en  where  gloiy  dwellctli 

In  EmmanucrH  land/' 

Let  us  notice  a  few  of  the  things  which  God  has  prepared 
for  His  people.  Come  with  me  to  that  glorious  resurrection 
and  ascension  Psalm,  the  sixty-eighth.  At  the  tenth  verse  we 
read :  *'  Thou,  0  God,  hast  prepared  of  Thy  goodness} for  the 
poor."  What  has  God  prepared?  The  subject  of  the  Psalm  is 
salvation  in  the  scattering  of  all  the  enemies  of  God's  Israel  by 
the  sin-atoning  death,  the^death-defeating  resurrection,  and  the 
triumphant  ascension  of  Zion's  Redeemer :  "  Let  God  arise,  and 
let  His  enemies  be  scattered  ;  let  them  also  that  hate  Him  flee 
before  Him."  This  is  true  not  only  in  the  work  of  redemption, 
but  in  the  publishing  of  the  same  by  JEHOVAH'S  redemption 
messengers.  See  verses  11  and  12:  "The  LORD  gave  the 
Word  ;  great  was  the  company  of  those  that  published  it.  Kings 
of  armies  did  fee,  did  flee;  and  they  that  tarried  at  home  divided 
the  spoil.*'  God  reveals  Himself  on  Sinai  demanding.  He 
reveals  Himself  on  Zion  promising  and  performing.  He  takes 
118  to  Sinai,  and  there  justly  asks  us  for  that  which<we  are  not 
able  to  give.  He  teaches  us  our  inability  to  do  anything  in  the 
matter  of  our  salvation,  that  we  may  honestly  confess  it  to  Hirn^ 
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and  receive  from  His  gracious  hands  the  things  He  has  prepared. 
Here  I  would  ask,  What  has  He  prepared  ?  The  first  answer 
is — 

Salvation.  Yes,  He  has  prepared  a  glorious  and  perfect 
salvation  for  His  people.  A  salvation  finished  and  complete. 
A  salvation  prepared  according  to  dear  old  Simeon's  confession : 
"  For  mine  eyes  have  seen  Thy  salvation,  which  Thou  hast 
prepared  before  the  face  of  all  people"  (Lukeii.  30,  31).  The 
plan  of  salvation  was  prepared  by  Him  before  the  foundation  of 
the  world.  See  2  Tim.  i.  9  :  "  Who  hath  saved  us,  and  called 
us  with  an  holy  calling,  not  according  to  our  works,  but 
according  to  His  own  purpose  and  grace,  which  was  given  us 
in  Christ  Jesus  before  the  world  began." 

"  *Twas  His  own  purpose  tbat  begun 
To  rescue  rebels  doomed  to  die  ; 
He  gare  us  grace  in  Christ  His  Son, 
Before  He  spread  the  stany  sky." 

Salvation !  What  is  it?  It  is  perfect  deliverance  from  sin, 
from  the  curse  of  the  law,  from  self,  from  the  world,  from  death, 
and  from  hell.  It  is  a  glorious  transfer  from  the  authority  of 
darkness  into  the  kingdom  of  God's  dear  Son ;  from  dunghill 
depths  to  heights  of  glory  in  union  with  Him.  Anything  short 
of  that  is  not  salvation.  But  all  this  the  Father  has  prepared 
for  His  own  in  the  Peraon,  work,  blood,  and  obedience  of  Jesus. 
The  God-Man  came  to  save  His  people  from  their  sins  (Matt.  i. 
21) ;  and  ere  He  quitted  earth's  dark  regions.  He  could  say  to 
His  Father:  "  I  have  finished  the  work  which  Thou  gavest  Me 
to  do  "  (John  xvii.  4).  I  rejoice  to  know  that  the  salvation  of 
my  soul  is  so  precious  as  prepared  and  performed  by  my  God, 
that  I  cannot  add  anythmg  to  it  or  take  anything  from  it.  I 
cannot  have  a  finger  in  that  business.  The  preparation  of  it  is 
all  God's  own.  The  perfoimance  of  it  is  all  Christ's  own.  The 
application  of  it  is  all  the  Spirit's  own.  The  glory  of  it  is 
all  JEHOVAH'S  own.  Again,  1  would  ask,  What  has  He 
prepared  ?     The  answer  is— 

Righteousness.  As  a  sinner  saved,  I  am  something  more, 
for,  blessed  be  His  holy  name,  I  am  a  justified  and  accepted 
child.  He  has  prepared  for  me  a  glorious  robe  of  righteousness. 
From  Bethlehem's  crib  to  Calvary's  cross,  from  the  virgin  womb 
of  His  mother  to  the  virgin  tomb  of  Joseph  of  Arimathea,  our 
blessed  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  was  a  righteous  Man — an 
innocent  Man — a  pure  Man,  without  a  spot  of  sin  or  a  taint  of 
cori-uption  in  Him — and  all  this  for  me.  He  perfectly  obeyed 
God's  righteous  law,  and  thus  wrought  for  me  that  righteous- 
ness without  which  I  must  have  been  cast  out  of  God's  presence 
for  ever,  but  in  which  I  find  His  presence  is  salvation.  Accord- 
ing to  the  work  of  the  law  in  my  heart  I  found  myself  to  be  a 
naked  sinner  before  my  God.  But  He  said :  **  Qxiug  hither  the 
best  robe  and  put  it  on  him."     In  the  design  and  workmanship 
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of  this  robe  I  had  no  hand  whatever.     The  Father  planned,  the 
Son  performed,  the  Spirit  applies. 

*'  And  leBt  the  Bhadow  of  a  spot 
Should  on  my  soul  be  found, 
He  took  the  robe  the  Saviour  wi-ought. 
And  wrapped  it  all  around. ' 

Swaiu,  in  one  of  his  blessed  hymns,  says : — 

"  How  glorious  was  the  work  He  wrought, 
While  dwelling  on  this  earthly  globe, 
When  each  good  deed,  and  each  pure  thought, 
Conspired  to  weave  our  spotless  robe. 

Dressed  in  this  garment  washed  in  blood, 
And  ransomed  from  the  powers  of  hell. 

We  now  free  access  have  to  God, 
And  of  His  love  and  goodness  tell." 

A  prepared  salvation  I  A  prepared  righteousness !  Every  • 
thing  prepared  1  What  else  can  be  spoken  of  as  JEHOVAH'S 
preparation  ?     The  answer  from  the  Saviour's  lips  is — 

A  Body. 

Listen  to  that  glorious  declaration  by  the  apostle  in  Heb.  x. 
•>,  as  he  quotes  Psalm  xl.  6 — 8.  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  there 
says :  "  A  body  hast  Thou  prepared  Me."  This  was  the  real 
human  body  of  Christ,  in  and  by  which  the  salvation  and 
righteousness  of  His  Church  was  wrought ;  He  has  also  His 
spiritual  body,  in  which  the  glory  of  His  salvation  shall  be 
eternally  displayed.  Think  of  His  wonderful  human  body  for 
a  little  while.  It  was  a  body  so  delicate,  beautiful,  and  comely, 
so  full  of  grace  and  ti-uth,  that  the  Father  viewed  it  with  ineff- 
able and  unceasing  delight.  In  it  He  could  see  no  flaw,  no 
disease,  no  mortality,  no  seed  of  death.  No  mortality  ?  None. 
Immortality  was  there.  Death  could  not  reach  Him,  and  He 
had  to  reach  forth  to  meet  death.  He  bowed  His  head  to  meet 
it,  and  gave  up  the  ghost,  saying,  **  Father,  into  Thy  hands  I 
commit  My  spirit"  (Luke  xxiii.  4r)).  He  also  said,  "I  have 
power  to  lay  down  My  life,  and  I  have  power  to  take  it  up 
again.^  But  look  at  that  innocent,  immaculate,  and  impeccable 
body.  Upon  it  He  bore  the  whole  load  of  His  people's  sins. 
In  it  He  learned  how  to  sympathise  with  His  poor  brethren  in 
all  their  sorrows.  By  it  perfect  obedience  was  rendered  to 
God's  holy  law.  Through  it  all  the  blessings  of  the  covenant 
flow  to  meet  the  wants  and  necessities  of  His  pilgrim  people 
here  upon  earth.  Christ,  as  the  glorious  Head  of  grace,  could 
look  up  into  the  face  of  the  Father,  and  say,  "A  body  hast 
Thou  prepared  Me."  Salvation  was  accompHshed  by  it.  Suf- 
fering was  endured  in  it.  Sympathy  abounds  by  it,  and  inter- 
ceasion  ever  ascends  from  it  for  me.  Look  at  Psalm  Ixi.  7 :  "  O 
prepare  mercy  and  truth  that  may  preserve  Him."  Mercy  and 
troth  met  together  in  the  great  and  glorious  Head  for  all  in 
Uving  union  with  Him  (Psa.  Ixxxv.  10).    Mercy  for  me  when  I 
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am  miserable.  Truth  for  me  when  I  am  wavering.  What  else 
has  God  prepared  for  His  own  ? 

Honour  and  glory. 

Yes,  He  has  prepared  for  them  both  honour  and  glory  in 
union  with  the  Lamb.  Do  you  not  remember  how  the  mother 
of  Zebedee's  children  said  unto  the  Lord,  "  Grant  that  these  my 
two  sons  may  sit,  the  one  on  Thy  right  hand,  and  the  other  on 
the  left,  in  Thy  kingdom  t"  Jesus  said  unto  her  two  sous, 
"To  sit  on  My  right  hand,  and  on  My  left,  is  not  Mine  to 
give,  but  for  whom  it  is  prepared  of  My  Father."  Think  of 
that !  Prepared  nobiUty !  Prepared  dignity !  Prepared  royalty ! 
All  in  union  with  Zion's  King  and  Lord.  In  connection  with 
this  part  of  the  subject  we  delight  to  contemplate  those  words 
of  the  King  to  His  eternally-loved  ones  :  "Come,  ye  blessed  of 
My  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the 
foundation  of  the  world."  A  kingdom  of  grace,  righteousness, 
peace,  and  glory  prepared,  and  possessed  for  them  according  to 
the  Redeemer's  words,  "  I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you.  And 
if  I  go  and  prepare  a  place  for  you,  I  will  come  again,  and 
receive  you  unto  Myself;  that  where  I  am,  there  ye  may  be 
also  "  (John  xiv.  2,  3).     We  will  notice  in  the  last  place —  ' 

Good  works. 

Ay,  prepared  good  works  for  a  prepared  people.  Having 
such  preparation,  promises,  privileges,  and  immunities,  what 
manner  of  men  ought  we  to  be  in  all  holy  conversation  and 
godliness?  Fleshly  free-willers  would  say,  It  is  yours  to  bring 
forth  good  works,  to  do  good  works,  and  perform  good  works, 
and  thus  show  forth  your  gratitude  to  God,  To  such  I  would 
say.  You  had  better  go  home  and  do  them  yourself.  I  will  tell 
you  what  I  like.  I  like  a  God  preparing  and  performing  all  the 
way  through,  and  we  find  by  tne  grace  bestowed  upon  us, 
according  to  Eph.  ii.  10,  that  ^*  we  are  His  workmanship,  created 
in  Christ  Jesus  unto  good  works,  which  God  hath  before 
ordained" — margin,  ''orepared,  that  we  should " — do  them?  No ! 
"  That  we  should  walk  in  them."  In  the  experimental  posses- 
sion of  Divinely-prepared  things,  we  can  be  satisfied  with  nothing 
short  of  Divinely-prepared  good  works,  and  these  will  manifest 
themselves  in  spite  of  the  opposition  of  the  devil  and  the 
incorrigibility  of  our  wretched  nature. 

The  time  is  gone. 

May  the  Lord  add  His  blessing.     Amen. 
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"  But  God  hath  revealed  them  unto  us  by  His  Spirit :  for  the  Spirit  eearcheth 
all  things,  yea,  the  deep  things  of  God."— 1  Cor.  ii.  10. 

THE  statement  of  the  text  stands  in  striking  contrast  to  that 
of  the  previous  verse.  Last  Sunday  raoniing  I  endea- 
voured by  the  gi'ace  and  assistance  of  God  the  ever-blessed 
Spirit  to  direct  your  attention  to  the  persons  and  their  privileges 
mentioned  there,  **  Them  that  love  Him.  The  things  which 
God  hath  prepared."  It  is  my  lot  this  morning  to  lay  before 
you  something  of  the  contrast  contained  in  the  text.  It  reveals 
the  utter  impossibility  for  the  human  mind  to  grasp  or  under- 
stand Divine  realities — ^the  utter  inability  of  the  carnal  mind  to 
apprehend,  hold,  or  retain  spiritual  verities.  It  will  be  ours  then 
to  notice  that  with  which  the  text  is  contrasted. 

I. — The  contrast  to  the  text—"  Eye  hath  not  seen,  nor 
ear  heard,  neither  have  entered  into  the  heart  of  man,  the 
things  which  God  hath  prepared  for  them  that  love  Him." 

IT. — The  revelation  in  the  text — "  But  God  hath  re- 
vealed them  unto  us  by  His  Spirit." 

IIL — The  things  revealed — Not  simply  which  may  be, 
but  the  things  which  are,  and  have  been  revealed  to  the  hearts 
of  the  children  of  God  by  His  blessed  Spirit. 

I. — The  contrast  to  the  text — •*  Eye  hath  not  seen,  nor 
ear  heard,  neither  have  entered  into  the  heart  of  man,  the 
things  which  God  hath  prepared  for  them  that  love  Him." 
Here  we  have  revealed  the  perfect  inability,  incompetency,  and 
helplessness  of  the  creature  to  apprehend,  grasp,  or  retain  the 
things  of  the  Spirit  of  God.  The  carnal  mind  is  utterly  unable 
to  lay  hold  upon  spiritual  verities.     Mark  I     The  natural  eye 

No.  115.— Pbici  Oai  Phrxt.  ^^  tized  by  CiOOglC 


122  GROVE  CHAPEL  PULPIT. 

hath  not  seen.  The  natUVal  ear  hath  not  heard.  The  natural 
heart  hath  never  received  "  the  things  which  God  hath  prepared 
for  them  that  love  God." 

THE  EYE  is  first  presented  to  us  in  this  statement  of  facts. 
When  we  consider  this  in  connection  with  the  persons  writ- 
ten to,  and  the  place  where  they  dwelt,  we  wonder  not  at 
the  apostle  quoting  this  portion  of  Divine  prophecy  in  proof 
of  human  inability  to  understand  Divine  trath.  The  Corin- 
thians were  an  artistic,  accomplished,  and  refined  people, 
well-instructed  in  the  arts  and  sciences.  Architectural  beauty 
met  the  eye  on  every  hand.  Grandeur  and  glory  are  seen 
even  now  amid  the  ruins  of  the  place.  If  the  eye  was  so 
cultivated  and  fastidious,  we  may  well  imagine  what  the  pride 
of  the  heart  would  be  without  the  constraining  and  restraining 
power  of  God  the  ever-blessed  Spirit  I  But  the  apostle  in  the 
chapter  before  us  points  out  the  creature-humbling,  Christ- 
exalting,  and  Spint-honouring  tnith,  that  the  revelation  of 
God's  mind  and  will  to  His  people  in  Christ  Jesus  can  only  be 
by  Himself,  and  that  to  His  own  nature  (2  Peter  i.  4)  ;  the  new 
heart  of  his  own  bestowing  (Ezek.  xxxvi.  26)  ;  the  under- 
standing given  (1  John  v.  20),  which  He  implants  in  the  hearts 
of  elect  vessels  of  mercy.  We  see  this  in  the  statement  of  the 
apostle  in  the  6th  verse :  "  Howbeit  we  speak  wisdom  among 
them  that  are  perfect :  yet  not  the  wisdom  of  this  world,  nor  of 
the  princes  of  this  world,  that  come  to  nought :  but  we  speak 
the  wisdom  of  God  in  a  mystery,  even  the  hidden  wisdom, 
which  God  ordained  before  the  world  unto  our  glory ;  which 
none  of  the  princes  of  this  world  knew  ;  for  had  they  known  it, 
they  would  not  have  crucified  the  Lord  of  glory."  Thev  had 
no  spiritual  appetite,  taste,  or  desire  for  the  revelation  oi  God 
in  Christ  Jesus.  There  was  no  beauty  in  a  crucified  Redeemer 
that  they  should  desire  Him,  and  no  charms  in  His  Gospel  that 
they  should  be  drawn  by  it.  The  beauties  of  creation,  but  still 
more,  the  artistic  production  of  men's  hands,  met  their  gaze,  and 
with  these  their  minds  were  wholly  absorbed.  Their  whole  soul 
was  centred  in  earthly  and  sensual  things,  and  1  may  say, 
which  is  in  strict  accordance  with  the  apostle's  reasonmg,  in 
devilish  things.  Let  me  ask.  Which  ancient  city  was  so  corrupt 
and  voluptuous  as  that  of  Corinth  ?  You  know  the  meaning  of 
the  appellation,  A  Corinthian  woman.  A  term  expressive  of  the 
lowest  specimen  of  poor  fallen  humanity,  which  will  give  you 
some  Uttle  idea  of  the  morality  of  a  place  which  was  so  refined, 
so  elegant,  and  so  beautiful  to  the  eye.  But  with  all  this  mental 
and  intellectual  cultivation  the  apostle  says,  "£ye  /lath  not  seen.** 
The  natural  eye  of  man  hath  not  seen  the  things  which  God 
hath  prepared  for  them  that  love  Him. 

See  hoAv  this  is  set  before  us  in  many  portions  of  God's 
blessed  Word.  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  speaking  to  Paul  says : 
"  But  lise,  and  stand  upon  thy  feet ;  for  I  have  appeared  to 
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thee  for  this  purpose,  to  make  thee  a  minister  and  a  witness 
both  of  these  things  which  thou  hast  seen,  and  of  those  things  in  the 
tehich  I  xeill  appear  unto  thee  :  delivering  thee  from  the  people, 
and  from  the  Gentiles,  unto  whom  now  I  send  thee,  to  open 
their  eyeSy  and  to  turn  them  from  darkness  to  light,  and  from  the 
power  of  Satan  unto  God,  that  they  may  receive  forgiveness  of 
sins,  and  inheritance  among  them  which  are  sanctified  by  faith 
that  is  in  Me."  You  see  the  eyes  of  their  natural  understanding 
were  perfectly  blinded  with  ignorance,  error,  and  enmity.  As 
Paul  in  2  Cor.  iiL  15  says  of  the  Jews,  so  it  is  true  of  all  man- 
kind: "the  vail  is  upon  their  heart."  The  natural  mind  is 
blinded  with  pride,  conceit,  and  ignorance.  Nay,  still  more ; 
with  enmity  against  God,  His  Christ,  His  truth,  and  His  people. 
There  is  no  desire  to  see  what  He  is  pleased  to  reveal  to  Ilis 
own,  either  in  the  beauty  of  His  person,  the  glory  of  His  king- 
dom, or  the  riches  of  His  grace.     We  now  come  to  notice — 

THE  EAR — "  nor  ear  heard."  The  natural  ear  generally 
loves  to  dwell  upon  the  sweet  sounds  of  music.  Eloquent 
strains  from  well-trained  lips  oft  captivate  the  heart.  Who 
among  us  loves  not  to  hang  upon  the  thrilling  notes  of  Gospel 
music  which  flow  from  the  lips  of  those  whom  God  has  blessed 
to  the  instruction,  comfort,  and  consolation  of  His  weary  and 
waiting  ones  ?  How  is  it  that  thousands  do  not  ?  Because  the 
natural  ear  of  man  is  wholly  turned  from  God.  But  there  is 
another  reason,  which  I  know  is  hated  and  scouted  throughout 
the  world ;  it  is  this  :  the  demonstration  of  God's  sovereignty  in 
this  deafness.  He  chooses  their  delusions  (Isa.  Ixvi.  4).  And 
Paul  declares  in  awful  but  positive  language,  "  And  for  this 
cause  God  shall  send  them  strong  delusion,  that  they  should 
believe  a  lie  *'  (2  Thess.  ii.  11).  Now  if  you  will  turn  with  me 
to  Matt.  xiii.  9 — 17,  you  will  see  that  many  heard  the  parables 
which  were  spoken  by  the  Lord  Jesus,  out  few  received  or 
apprehended  their  spiritual  and  heavenly  meaning.  "  The 
disciples  came  and  said  unto  Him,  Why  speakest  Thou  unto 
them  in  parables  ?  He  answered  and  said  unto  them.  Because 
it  is  given  unto  you  to  know  the  mysteries  of  the  kingdom  of 
heaven,  but  to  them  it  is  not  given.  Therefore  speak  I  to  them 
in  parables :  because  they  seeing  see  not ;  and  hearing  they 
hear  not,  neither  do  they  understand.  And  in  them  is  fulfilled 
the  prophecy  of  Esaias,  which  saith.  By  hearing  ye  shall  hear, 
and  shall  not  understand ;  and  seeing  ye  shall  see,  and  shall  not 
perceive :  for  this  people's  heart  is  waxed  gross,  and  their  ears 
are  dull  of  hearing,  and  their  eyes  they  have  closed  ;  lest  at  any 
time  they  should  see  with  their  eyes,  and  hear  tcith  their  ears, 
and  should  understand  with  their  heart,  and  should  be  con- 
verted, and  I  should  heal  them."  This  (luotation  from  Isaiah 
vL,  you  will  find  three  times  in  the  New  Testament  Scriptures. 
First,  in  the  portion  I  have  now  read,  then  in  John  xii.  37 — 40  : 
**  But  though  He  had  done  so  many  miracles  before  them,  yqt 
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they  believed  not  on  Him :  that  the  saying  of  Esaias  the  pro- 
phet might  be  fulfilled,  which  he  spake,  Lord,  who  hath  believed 
our  report^  and  to  whom  hath  the  arm  of  the  Lord  been 
revealed?  Therefore  they  could  not  believe,  because  that 
Esaias  said  again,  He  hath  blinded  their  eyes,  and  hardened 
their  heart ;  that  they  should  not  see  with  their  eyes,  nor  under- 
stand with  their  heart,  and  be  converted,  and  I  should  heal 
them."  Now  if  you  will  come  to  Acts  xxviii.  25 — ^27,  you  will 
find  the  very  same  quotation :  "  And  when  they  agreed  not 
among  themselves,  they  departed,  after  that  Paul  had  spoken 
one  word,  Well  spake  the  Holy  Ghost  by  Esaias  the  prophet 
unto  our  fathers,  saying,  Go  unto  this  people,  and  say,  Hearing 
ye  shall  hear,  and  »hall  not  understand;  and  seeing  ye  shall  see, 
and  not  perceive :  for  the  heart  of  this  people  is  waxed  gross, 
and  their  ears  are  dull  of  hearing,  and  their  eyes  have  they  closed; 
lest  they  should  see  with  their  eyes,  and  hear  with  their  ears,  and 
understand  with  their  heart,  and  should  be  converted,  and  I 
should  heal  them."  If  you  will  notice  these  three  quotations, 
you  will  see  that  the  first  has  reference  to  the  Father,  that  in 
John  to  Christ,  and  that  in  the  Acts  to  the  Holy  Ghost.  Now 
turn  to  the  portion  quoted  in  Isaiah  vi.  9, 10,  whereafter  Isaiah 
had  seen  the  glory  of  Christ  in  the  temple,  after  his  lips  were 
touched  with  the  live  coal  from  off  the  altar,  after  his  iniquity 
was  taken  away,  and  his  sin  purged,  the  LORD  said,  **  Whom 
shall  I  send,  and  who  will  go  for  us  ?  Then  said  I,  Here  am  I ; 
send  me."  He  was  veiy  wilUng  and  ready  to  go,  but  just  as 
willing  and  ready  to  haft  when  he  understood  the  nature  of  his 
message  to  the  people.  "And  He  said.  Go,  and  tell  this  people, 
Hear  ye  indeed,  btU  understand  not ;  and  see  ye  indeed,  but  per- 
ceive not.  Make  the  heart  of  this  people  fat,  and  make  their  ears 
heavy,  and  shut  their  eyes ;  lest  they  see  with  their  eyes,  and 
hear  with  their  ears,  and  understand  with  their  heart,  and  con- 
vert, and  be  healed."  What  does  this  teach  us  ?  It  teaches 
me  that  God's  Gospel  is  instrumental  in  opening  the  ears  of 
some  while  it  closes  the  ears  of  others.  The  Gospel  when 
preached  with  the  Holy  Ghost  sent  down  from  heaven  causes 
some  ears  to  listen  with  eagerness  to  its  sacred  music,  while 
other  ears  are  heavy  and  deaf  to  its  charms.  But  we  come 
down  in  the  scale  and  find  not  only  is  the  natural  eye  blind, 
and  the  natural  ear  deaf;  but, 

THE  HEART  is  dead  set  against  God  and  His  truth— 
"  Neither  have  entered  into  the  heart  of  man,  the  things  which 
God  hath  prepared  for  them  that  love  Him."  See,  no  more  than 
water  will  enter  into  fire,  or  fire  into  water,  without  the  one 
extinguishing  or  Ucking  up  the  other.  The  tiiith  of  God  as  it 
is  brought  to  bear  upon  man's  natural  heart  is  hated  and 
despised.  Why  is  this!  Because  of  the  very  nature  and  dis- 
position of  the  heart.  Look  at  it  as  you  have  it  revealed  in 
Gen.  vi,  5 :  *^  And  God  saw  that  the  wickedness  of  man  was 
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great  in  the  earth,  and  that  evei^y  imagination  of  the  thoughts 
of  his  heart  was  only  evil  continually."  It  is  wholly  evil  and 
unceasingly  evil.  You  cannot  affect  any  change  in  this  heart, 
and  God  has  not  designed  to  work  graciously  upon  it  to  render 
it  susceptible  of  sacred  or  spiritual  things.  Again,  look  at  Jer. 
xvii.  9 :  "  The  heart  is  deceitful  above  all  things."  More 
deceitful  than  the  devil  I  Yes,  "  The  heart  is  deceitful  above  all 
things,  and  desperately  ^vicked  ;  who  can  know  it !  "  There  we 
have  the  challenge  of  JEHOVAH  in  the  testimony  of  His 
prophet.  Who  can  answer  it  ?  None  but  Himself.  Come  to 
Matt.  XV.  19.  Here  you  have  the  Master's  own  description  of 
the  Natural  heart.  He  says,  "  Vov  out  of  the  heart  proceed  evil 
thoughts,  murders,  adulteries,  fornications,  thefts,  false  witness, 
blasphemies :  these  are  the  things  which  defile  a  man."  The 
human  heart  is  a  fountain  of  sin,  pride,  impurity,  and  pollution. 
What  is  the  heart?  It  is  the  seat  of  the  affections.  Where  are 
our  affections  naturally  fixed  !  Upon  the  things  of  the  world, 
in  fact,  upon  anything  and  everything  but  God ;  they  are  wholly 
absorbed  with  things  earthly,  sensual,  and  devilish.  Look  at 
the  testimony  given  in  Koro.  viii.  7  :  "  Because  the  carnal  mind  " 
— or,  the  minding  of  the  flesh — "  is  enmity  against  God :  for  it 
is  not  subject  to  the  law  of  God,  neither  mdeed  can  be."  And 
in  the  very  chapter  in  which  our  text  appears,  the  apostle 
declares,  **  But  the  natural  man  receiveth  not  the  thin^  of  the 
Spirit  of  God  :  for  they  are  foolishness  unto  him  ;  neither  can 
he  know  them,  because  they  are  spiritually  discerned"  (1  Cor. 
ii.  14).  He  cannot  receive  them,  cannot  comprehend  them, 
cannot  take  them  in ;  ay,  something  more  than  that,  he  truly 
loathes  them,  perfectly  hates  them,  discards  them  altogether, 
casts  them  out  of  bis  sight.  This  is  all  that  the  natural  eye,  ear, 
and  heart  of  man  can  do  in  reference  to  the  things  of  God. 
Sometimes  the  devil  with  his  seductive  wiles  will  lead  the  mind 
to  look  at  others  in  reference  to  these  terrible  reaUties,  and 
unwittingly  we  are  hoisted  upon  a  pinnacle  of  Pharisaic  pride, 
and  find  ourselves  sitting  in  judgment  upon  these  persons  because 
their  eyes  are  dull,  their  ears  are  heavy,  and  their  hearts  are 
hard.  But  as  we  are  led  and  guided  by  God  the  ever-blessed 
Spirit  into  a  right  view  of  ourselves,  we  see,  and  know,  and  feel 
that  naturally  we  are  in  the  same  state ;  we  experience  what  they 
do  not,  that  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  receive  anything  from 
above  but  that  which  He  is  graciously  pleased  to  convey  and 
communicate  to  our  wanting  souls. 

But  how  blessed  it  is  for  us  to  turn  from  this  dark  side  of  the 

Eicture  and  enjoy  the  possession  of  the  eje,  the  ear,  and  the 
eart,  which  can  perceive,  receive,  and  retain,  and  which  delight 
to  hold  in  experimental  possession  the  things  which  God  the 
Father  has  prepared,  and  which  God  the  Holy  Ghost  reveals 
nnto  them  that  love  God.  Look  at  John  xii.  21.  The  Greeks 
who  came  up  to  worship  at  the  feast  said  unto  Philip,  "  Sir,  we 
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would  see  Jesus."  The  longing  desire  of  every  Heaven-bom 
soul  on  entering  a  free-grace  place  of  worship  where  a  God-sent 
minister  stands  up  to  declare  God's  Word,  is,  "  Sir,  I  would  see 
Jesus."  Now  the  precious  declaration  of  the  apostle  in  Heb.  ii. 
9,  is,  "  We  see  Jesus."  1  low  is  it  that  we  see  Him  while  He  is 
hidden  from  the  view  of  others'?  Because  God  has  given  to  us 
spiritual  eyesight,  and  the  blessed  Spirit  reveals  His  Christ  to  us, 
according  to  Eph.  i.  17,  18 :  "  That  the  God  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  the  Fatner  of  glory,  may  give  unto  you  the  Spirit  of 
wisdom  and  revelation  in  the  knowledge  of  Him :  the  eyes  of 
your  understanding  being  enlightened ;  that  ye  may  know  what  is 
the  Hope  of  His  calling,  and  what  the  riches  of  the  glory  of  His 
inheritance  in  the  saints."  There  you  have  the  eyes  of  an 
enlightened  understanding.  There  is  also  the  eye  of  faith  which 
rests  alone  upon  a  covenant  God  in  Christ.  See  Psa.  cxli.  8  : 
"  But  mine  eyes  are  unto  Thee,  0  LORD  ;  in  Thee  is  my  tmst." 
There  is  also  the  eye  of  fond  affection  described  throughout  the 
whole  of  that  blessed  book  of  Solomon's  Song. 

*•  The  bride  eyes  not  her  garment, 

But  her  dear  Bridegroom's  face ; 
I  will  not  gaze  at  glory, 

But  on  my  King  of  grace — 
Not  at  the  crown  He  giveth. 

But  on  His  pierced  hand — 
The  Lamb  is  all  the  glory 

Of  Emmanuel's  land." 

Then  we  have  the  spiritual  ear  given  to  all  the  living  members 
of  the  election  of  grace.  This  is  the  ear  which  is  closed  to  every 
voice  save  that  of  the  Beloved.  When  His  sweet  voice  is  heard 
skipping  over  the  mountains  of  covenant  favour  chasing  before 
it  all  the  guilt  and  condemnation  of  His  bride,  then  His  salvation 
is  brought  home  to  the  heart.  Mark !  He  speaks  personally  by 
the  power  of  the  Spirit  to  His  longing,  waiting  children.  That 
is  a  sweet  descriptive  scene  in  John  xx.  11 — 18,  where  Christ 
appeared  to  Mary;  but  she  knew  Him  not.  "  Jesus  saith  unto 
her,  Mary."  She  knew  Him  and  immediately  repHed,  " Rabboni ; 
which  is  to  say.  Master."  Those  of  us  who  have  heard  His  voice 
and  fesisted  upon  His  love  can  sing  with  the  spirit  and  with  the 
understanding  also, — 

"  How  sweet  the  name  of  Jesus  sounds 
In  a  believer^  ear ; 
It  soothes  his  sorrows,  heals  his  wounds, 
And  drives  away  his  fear." 

There  is  also  the  heart,  or  the  affection,  which  can  receive 
nothing  but  Christ  and  His  salvation,  Christ  and  His  love,  and 
can  feast  upon  those  things  which  God  hath  prepared  for  His 
people  in  Christ  Jesus  and  reveals  to  them  by  the  grace  and 
mdwelling  of  His  blessed  Spirit.  Thus  we  see  that  the  eye,  ear, 
and  heart  of  all  men  out  of  Christ  cannot  receive  the  things  of 
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the  Spirit  of  God.  They  contain  no  place  for  Christ,  but  are 
like  the  inn  at  Bethlehem,  when  a  place  was  sought  for  the  birth 
of  the  infant  Saviour,  it  is  said,  "  there  was  no  room  for  them  in 
the  inn  "  (Luke  ii.  7).  There  is  beauty  in  Christ  for  the  natural 
eye.  There  is  no  sweetness  in  Christ  for  the  natural  ear.  There 
is  no  delight  in  Christ  for  the  natural  heart.  There  is  no  room 
for  Christ  in  the  natural  man. 

Our  text  is  a  (quotation  from  Isa.  Ixiv.  4 :  "  For  since  the 
beginning  of  the  world  men  have  not  heard,  nor  perceived  by 
the  ear,  neither  hath  the  eye  seen,  0  God,  beside  Thee,  what 
He  hath  prepared  for  him  that  waiteth  for  Him."  Oftentimes 
this  is  taken  by  way  of  text  for  the  puipose  of  expatiating  upon 
the  glories  of  heaven.  But  see  the  folly  of  all  this.  If  the 
glories  of  the  heavenly  world  have  not  been  seen  by  the  eye  of 
man,  nor  heard  by  his  ear,  nor  understood  by  his  heart,  where 
is  the  wisdom  of  professing  to  preach  upon  those  things  which 
no  living  moi-tal  knows  anything  about!  But  the  portion 
quoted  refers  not  to  the  glories  of  the  future  state  only  as  grace 
is  the  foretaste  of  it.  There  is  not  the  slightest  allusion  to  them. 
The  whole  of  the  chapter  has  reference  to  present  tense  realities, 
and  to  the  present  spiritual  experience  of  Divine  blessings.  You 
see  this  from  the  words  of  the  text,  "  But  God  hath  revealed 
them  unto  us  by  His  Spirit." 

Another  little  hint  here.  Some  of  you  may  have  noticed  the 
misquotation  almost  invariably  attached  to  this  portion  when 
referred  to  without  the  Book.  Even  good  and  gracious  men 
who  are  taught  of  the  Spirit,  when  left  to  themselves,  without 
their  eye  rests  upon  the  text,  are  sure  to  interpolate  thus  :  "  Eye 
hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither  have  entered  into  the  heart 
of  man  to  conceive"  Where  do  you  find  that  word  conceive ! 
And  w/utt  can  the  heart  of  man  conceive  1  Divine  reaUties  t 
Never  I  Spiritual  truths?  Not  for  a  moment !  The  things  of 
Christ?  It  discards  them.  The  honour  of  the  Spirit?  It 
denies  it.  The  glory  of  the  Father?  It  will  have  nothing  to 
do  with  it.  Now  if  you  wish  to  hear  something  of  what  the 
natural  heart  can  conceive,  turn  with  me  to  Isa.  Hx.  12,  13, 
where  the  prophet  speaks  not  of  the  reprobate  and  unregenerate, 
but  of  the  hving  children  of  God  with  himself,  who  were 
mourning  over  their  own  evil  ways.  "  For  our  transgressions 
are  multipUed  before  Thee,  and  our  sins  testify  against  us  ;  for 
our  transgressions  are  with  us ;  and  as  for  our  iniquities,  we  know 
them."  They  were  too  much  concerned  about  their  own  sins 
to  be  occupied  with  those  of  others.  ^*  In  transgressing  and 
lyinK  against  the  LORD,  and  departing  away  from  our  God, 
K>eaKing  oppression  and  revolt,  conceiving  " — there  you  have 
tte  word — "  and  uttering  from  the  heart  words  of  falsehood." 
There  you  see  what  the  natural  heart  can  conceive  and  do, 
whether  in  the  children  of  God  or  in  the  children  of  the  devil. 
But  it  is  a  blessed  thing  to  be  led  by  the  Spirit  into  the^glorious 
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verities  of  the  covenant,  and  to  experience  thoae  things  which 
God  so  graciously  reveals  in  the  Son  of  His  love.  We  now 
glance  at,  — 

II. — The  revelation  in  the  text — "But  God  hath  revealed 
them  unto  us  by  His  Spirit."     We  see.  that  God  in  His  marvel- 
lous sovereignty  has  revealed  His  covenant  secrets  to  some  and 
hidden  them  from  others.     A  fact  not  very  pleasant  as  it  is 
sounded  in  the  ears  of  religious  human  nature,  for  religious 
human  nature  hates  and  discards  God's  sovereignty.     I  have 
seen  persons  rise  from  their  seats  and  leave  the  place  when  they 
have  heard  a  faithful  declaration  of  the  glorious  sovereignty  of 
•lEHOVAH,  His  right  to  choose  the  delusions  of  the  reprobate, 
and  reveal  to  whom  He  will  the  glories  of   His  kingdom,  the 
riches  of  His  gi*ace,  and  the  love  of  His  heart.     It  is  our  mercy 
to  be  led  a  little  into  the  secret  according  to  Matt.  xi.  25—27 
and  Luke  x.  21,  22:  "In  that  hour  Jesus  rejoiced  in  spirit." 
There  is  nothing  here  about  Jesus  weeping  over  those  who 
would  have  nothmgtodo  with  Him.     You  may  depend  upon  it, 
when  He  drew  near  to  the  city  and  wept.  His  weeping  was  not 
over  the  wretched  reprobates,  but  over  His  poor  down-trodden, 
despised,  and  bruised  ones  there.     "  Jesus  rejoiced  in  spirit,  and 
said,  I  thank  Thee,  0  Father,  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  that 
Thou  hast  hid  these  things  from  the  wise  and  prudent,  and  hast 
revealed  them  unto  babes :  even  so.  Father,  for  so  it  seemed 
good  in  Thy  sight."     That  is  the  only  reason  Jesus  gives  for 
this  display  of  His  discriminating  sovereignty.     Now  turn  to 
Psalm  XXV.  14:  "The  secret  of  the  LORD  is  with  them  that  fear 
Him,  and  He  will  show  them  His  covenant."     Or,  as  you  read  in 
the  margin,  "  A  nd  His  covenant  to  make  them  know  it^     He  has 
arranged  to  make  them  know  His  covenant,  and  in  His  own  time 
they  must  know  it  by  the  means  which  He  graciously  keeps  in  His 
own  hands.     "  The  secret  of  the  Lord,"  the  mystery  of  His  love, 
the  purpose  of  His  grace,  is  with  them  that  fear  Him,  whether 
they  know  it  or  not.     See  how  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  states  this 
precious  fact  in  John  v\\.  16,  17  :    "  Jesus  answered  them  and 
said.  My  doctrine  is  not  Mine,  but  His  that  sent  Me.    If  any  man 
will  do  His  will,  he  shall  know  of  the  doctrine,  whether  it  be  of 
God,  or  whether  I  speak  of  Myself."    Does  not  that  sound  like 
an  Arminian  text  ?  '  You  see  there  is  doing  before  knowing  ? 
Where  are  you  if  that  be  true  !     But  it  is  the  mercy  of  some  of 
us  to  know  that  the  true  rendering  of  the  passage  is,  "  If  any 
man  be  willing  to  do  His  will,  he  shall  know  concerning  the  teach- 
ing, whether  it  is  of  God,  or  whether  I  speak  from  Myself." 
These  willing  ones  are  only  so  in  the  day  of  Christ's  resurrection- 
power.     Now  come  to  John  xv.  15  :  *'  Henceforth  I  call  you  not 
servants  ;  for  the  servant  knoweth  not  what  his  lord  doeth  :  but 
I  have  called  you  friends ;  for  all  things  that  I  have  heard  of  My 
Father  I  have  made  known  unto  you.      You  see  that  all  things 
necessary  for  the  spiritual  education  of  God's  children  are  maofe 
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knoim  unto  them  by  the  power,  grace,  and  indwelling  of  the 
Spirit  of  Christ.  It  is  by  the  Spirit  that  Christ  opens  up  the 
revelation  of  the  Father's  ^vill. 

Revelation.  What  is  that  ?  It  is  the  drawing  aside  of  the  veil 
of  ignorance  and  error  which  has  hidden  spiritual,  heavenly,  and 
eternal  realities  from  the  view.  It  is  of  the  good  pleasure  of  our 
God  that  the  veil  is  taken  away  from  before  the  spiritual  eyes 
of  all  men,  women,  and  children  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  the  bless- 
inra  of  His  grace,  the  fulness  of  His  mercy,  and  the  expressions 
of  His  love  are  revealed.  Is  that  all?  I  answer.  No.  A  revela- 
tion to  a  child  of  God  will  never  satisfy  him  :  but  a  revelation  in 
him  will  both  satisfy  and  assure  of  the  Father  s  interest  in  him. 
See  Gal.  i.  15,  16  :  "  But  when  it  pleased  God,  who  separated 
me  from  my  mother's  womb,  and  called  me  by  His  grace,  to 
reveal  Hie  Son  In  ME."  Not  the  revelation  of  His  Son  to  me,  nor 
at  a  distance  from  me,  nor  even  very  near  to  me ;  but  the  Son 
in  me,  blessing  me  with  the  consciousness  that  my  body  is  the 
temple  of  the  Holv  Ghost,  and  that  my  heart  is  His  resting-place, 
where  He  will  abide  for  ever  and  ever.  This  revelation  of 
Christ  is  by  God  and  His  Spirit.  You  would  see  that  the 
Divine  Three  are  One  in  this  work,  from  the  three  quotations  of 
Isaiah  vi  In  John  xvi.  13 — 15  the  Holy  Ghost  is  the  Revealer 
of  Christ :  "  Howbeit  when  He,  the  Spirit  of  truth,  is  come.  He 
will  guide  you  into  all  truth  ;  for  He  snail  not  speak  of  Himself ; 
but  whatsoever  He  shall  hear,  that  shall  He  speak  :  and  He  will 
•how  you  things  to  come.  He  shall  glorify  Me ;  for  He  shall 
receive  of  Mine,  and  shall  show  it  unto  you.  All  things  that  the 
Father  hath  are  Mine ;  therefore  said  I,  that  He  shall  take  of 
Mine,  and  shall  show  it  unto  you  " — that  is,  He  shall  take  of  the 
things  of  God  and  Christ  and  show  them  to  those  for  whom  they 
were  eternally  designed. 

III. — The  things  revealed— What  are  they?  We  read  in 
Dent.  xxix.  29 :  "  The  secret  things  belong  unto  the  LORD  our 
God:  but  those  things  which  are  revealed  belong  unto  us  and 
to  our  children  for  ever,  that  we  may  do  all  the  words  of  this 
law.**  They  are  our  spiritual  property,  and  we  hold  them  in 
experimental  possession,  that  by  the  teaching  of  the  Spirit  we 
may  apprehena,  know,  and  understand  them.  -  Look  at  the  text : 
"  But  God  hath  revealed  them  unto  us  by  His  Spirit."  Prepared 
things  I  Revealed  things  !  What  are  they  ?  Redemption  is  a 
glonous  mystery  of  grace  revealed  to  God's  elect. 

'•  Eternal,  free,  electing  grace 

Redemption's  boundVy  sets ; 
And  those  whom  Jesus  died  to  save, 
The  Spirit  ne*er  forgets." 

Redemption  is  one  of  God's  revealed  things.  Not  geneml,  that 
is  a  fi^ent.  It  is  particular  and  personal.  I  majr  contend  with 
Arminians  for  particular  redemption,  but  what  will  my  J^rguing 
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avail  me  if  I  am  not  conscious  of  my  own  personal  redemption  1 
and  that  I  am  standing  in  the  defence  of  those  things  whicn  Qod 
has  made  spiritually,  experimentally,  and  eternally  mine  ?  If  I 
am  not  redeemed,  it  will  avail  me  nothing  to  know  that  God  in  the 
riches  of  His  grace  has  chosen  a  portion  of  mankind  to  redeem 
from  the  curse  and  condemnation  of  the  law,  from  all  the  fearful 
consequences  of  sin,  from  everlasting  damnation  and  despair, 
bringing  them  into  living  and  loving  communion  with  Him- 
self, and  blessing  them  with  the  good  hope  that  by-and-bye  they 
shall  enjoy  His  company  for  ever,  while  the  othera  all  left  to 
despise,  and  wonder,  and  perish.  That  is  a  mystery  hidden  from 
the  world,  but  revealed  to  the  eye  of  faith,  to  the  ear  of  hope, 
and  to  the  heart  of  love  possessed  in  union  with  Christ.  The 
declaration  of  this  is  Heaven's  own  sweet  music  to  those  whose 
hearts  sometimes  thrill  with  gratitude  at  the  mention  of  Jesus' 
precious  name. 

Revealed  things !  What  are  they?  The  Saviour  says  the 
Spirit  shall  reveal  His  Righteousness.  See  John  xvi.  10.  In 
the  obedience  and  death  of  Christ,  a  righteousness  was  prepared 
for  the  people  of  God,  not  a  righteousness  which  sinners  may 
avail  themselves  of,  if  they  will ;  not  a  righteousness  proclaimed, 
to  be  appropriated  by  those  who  will  embrace  the  offers  of  the 
Gosvel.  Offers  of  the  Gospel?  I  know  nothing  of  them 
As  tor  a  righteousness  only  revealed  in  the  Gospel,  that  is  no 
^ood  to  me.  God's  righteousness,  Christ's  righteousness,  or  the 
righteousness  of  faith  only  revealed  in  the  Gospel,  will  yield  no 
comfort  or  confidence  to  me.  You  ask.  What  do  you  want  ?  I 
want  that  which  my  God  and  Saviour  has  promised  to  do.  See 
Isaiah  xlvi.  13 :  '*  I  bring  near  My  righteousness  " — ^that  is,  the 
righteousness  He  has  wrought  out  for  me,  the  righteousness 
which  His  blessed  Spirit  reveals  in  me,  and  the  righteousness 
which  the  Father  puts  upon  me.  It  is  the  righteousness  of  the 
law  which  is  fulfilled  in  me  by  the  witness  and  operation  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.  It  is  called  the  righteousness  of  God  because  He 
desired  it;  the  righteousness  of  the  law  because  the  law 
required  it;  the  righteousness  of  Christ  because  He  performed 
it;  and  the  righteousness  of  faith  because  faith  receives  and 
enjoys  it. 

Things  revealed  !  Mysteries  unravelled.  Look  at  the  mystery 
of  the  incarnation  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour.  God  made  Man, 
and  that  for  me.  The  infinite  God  compassed  in  the  womb  of  a 
finite  woman.  God  filling  immensity,  and  yet  coming  down  to 
the  lowliness  of  a  babe ;  God,  in  human  flesh,  obeying  His  own 
law  for  me,  suffering  and  sorrowing  that  He  might  succour  and 
sympathise  with  me  in  those  spots  of  trial  and  temptation 
through  which  I  must  pass  to  my  home  above.  Manv  and 
marvellous  are  the  things  prepared  by  God  for,  and  revealed  by 
Him  to,  them  that  love  Him.  In  His  written  Word,  He  has 
prepared  a  feast  of  fat  things,  and,  in  His  Gospel,  this  is 
graciously  revealed  to  His  people.  ^^ ,....,  , ^.^ 
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Turn  with  me  to  Col.  ii.  2,  where  we  have  a  precious  mystery 
revealed  to  the  faith  of  God's  giving :  "  That  their  hearts  might 
be  cpmforted,  being  knit  together  in  love,  and  unto  all  riches  of 
the  full  assurance  of  understanding,  to  the  acknowledgment  of 
the  mystery  of  God,  and  of  the  Father,  and  of  Christ  "—that 
is,  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  Father,  and  Christ.  The  Father's 
electing  love,  the  Son's  redeeming  blood,  and  the  Spirit's 
regenerating  power.  In  the  Divine  Three-in-One  ^*are  hid  all 
the  treasures  of  wisdom  and  knowledge."  Therefore,  all  I  can 
know  spiritually  and  experimentally  is  not  in  Christ  alone,  but 
in  the  Father  and  in  the  Holy  Ghost.  Do  I  pray  f  It  is  as  a 
son  of  the  Father,  a  brother  of  the  Son,  and  a  scholar  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.  Have  I  faith  ?  It  is  faith  in  the  Father,  Son,  and 
Holy  Ghost.  Have  I  hope?  It  is  the  hope  of  seeing  my 
Father  at  home,  Christ  in  me  the  Hope  of  glory,  and  the  Hope 
of  brighter  revelations  of  my  Father's  will  by  the  indwelling  of 
the  blessed  Spirit. 

In  1  Tim.  iii.  18  we  have  another  mystery  set  before  us  by 
Paul :  "  And  without  controversy,  great  is  the  mystery  of  godli- 
ness :  God  was  manifest  in  the  flesh."  Unitarians  and  Socinians 
do  not  believe  it ;  Papists  and  Arminians  render  it  unnecessary. 
None  but  the  living  children  of  God,  who  have  been  brought 
by  the  Holy  Ghost  to  experience  their  inability  to  do  anything 
that  is  good,  or  to  lift  a  finger  in  the  work  of  their  own  salvation, 
can  understand  this  mystery  of  godliness — "Justified  in  the 
Spirit."  Did  He  bless  some  and  curse  others?  He  was  justi- 
fied in  the  spirit.  Did  He  call  some,  children,  and  others, 
serpents  ?  He  was  justified  in  the  spirit.  Did  He  take  one 
thief  to  gloiy  and  leave  the  ether  to  perish  in  his  sins  ?  He 
was  justified  in  the  spirit.  During  His  whole  life  upon  earth,  in 
every  thought,  look,  word,  and  action,  He  was  justified  in  the 
spirit.  "  Seen  of  angels,  preached  unto  the  Gentiles."  This 
was  a  dig  into  the  pride  of  the  Pharisaic  Jew,  a  breaking  down 
of  all  walls  of  religious  distinction  in  the  sight  of  God. 
"  Believed  on  in  the  world."  There  is  no  mystery  at  all  in  this, 
according  to  the  free-will-to-do-good  theory.  The  disciple  of 
Arminius  asks  Mr.  Fear-to-Presume,  '*  Why  do  vou  not  take 
God  at  His  Word  I  "  The  answer  might  be,  "  I  do  so  when 
God's  Word  comes  to  me,  and  is  made  nline."  **  Received  up 
mto  glory."  It  will  be  a  glorious  time  when  the  whole  election 
of  grace  are  received  up  to  glory,  to  enjoy  the  place  now  pos- 
sessed for  them  by  their  ascended  Lord. 

Now  turn  to  2  Thess.  ii.  7,  where  you  will  find  another 
mystery  mentioned :  **  For  the  mystery  of  iniquity  doth  already 
work."  There  are  hosts  of  Protestants  who  can  see  nothing 
but  the  Pope  and  Popery  here.  These  bellow  against  Popery, 
while  they  themselves  have  as  much  Popery  in  them  as  there  is 
in  the  wretched  old  Pope  himself.  Mark !  The  apostle  said, 
**  The  mystery  of  iniquity  doth  already  work."     That  was  before 
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Pope  or  Popery  had  an  apparent  existence.  Turn  to  the  third 
epistle  of  John,  verse  9 :  "  1  wrote  to  the  Church,  but  Diotrophes 
who  loveth  to  have  the  pre-eminence  among  them,  receiveth  us  not. 
Wherefore,  if  I  come,  I  will  remember  his  deeds  which  he 
doeth,  prating  against  us."  What !  Is  that  language  becoming 
the  gentle,  kind,  and  loving  John!  I  thought  his  words  were 
always  soft  so  as  not  to  hui-t  the  most  fastidious  and  delicate 
cans.  Whatever  you  may  have  thought,  John  says,  "  Prating 
against  us  with  maUcious  words:  and  not  content  therewith, 
neither  doth  he  himself  receive  the  brethren,  and  forbiddeth 
them  that  would;  and  casteth  them  out  of  the  Church." 
Wherever  this  Diotrophes'  spirit  is  found,  there  the  mystery  of 
iniquity  is  at  work.  The  soul  that  feels  the  lusting  of  the  flesh 
against  the  Spirit,  knows  something  of  the  mystery  of  iniquity. 
These  are  some  of  the  revealed  things.  Now  go  to  1  Cor. 
XV.  51 — 57 :  "  Behold,  I  show  you  a  mystery ;  we  shall  not  all 
sleep,  but  we  shall  all  be  changed,  in  a  moment,  in  the  twinkling 
of  an  eye,  at  the  last  tmmp :  for  the  trumpet  shall  sound,  and 
the  dead^  shall  be  raised  incorruptible,  and  we  shall  be  changed. 
For  this  corruptible  must  put  on  incorruption,  and  this  mortal 
must  put  on  immortality.  So  when  this  cormptible  shall  have 
put  on  incorruption,  and  this  mortal  shall  have  put  on  immor- 
tality, then  shall  be  brought  to  pass  the  saying  that  is  written, 
Death  is  swallowed  up  in  victory,  0  death,  where  is  thy  sting  t 
0  gi'ave,  where  is  thy  victory  ?  The  sting  of  death  is  sin ;  and 
the  strength  of  sin  is  the  law.  But  thanks  be  to  God  that 
giveth  us  the  victory  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ."  See ! 
AH  the  saints  shall  not  sleep,  but  they  shall  all  be  changed. 
Marvellous  mystery  of  grace  !  Blessed  and  happy  are  they  who 
are  partakers  of  the  first  resurrection,  for  on  such  the  second 
death  hath  no  power.  "  Neither  can  they  die  any  more  :  for 
they  are  equal  unto  the  angels ;  and  are  the  children  of  God, 
being  the  children  of  the  resurrection  "  (Luke  xx.  36).  They 
live  m  their  Head,  and  they  live  in  their  Heart.  Their  Heart 
and  their  Head  is  Christ,  and  there  is  no  death  in  Him.  Nothing 
shall  by  any  means  hurt  or  destroy  in  all  God's  holy  mountain  ; 
but  the  hope  and  desire  of  our  heart  is  to 

** see  His  face, 

Aud  never,  never  sin  ; 
There  from  the  rivers  of  His  grace 
Drink  endless  pleasures  in." 

"  Eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither  have  entered  into 
the  heart  of  man,  the  things  which  God  hath  prepared  for  them 
that  love  Him.  But  God  hath  revealed  them  unto  us  by  His 
Spirit :  for  the  Spirit  searcheth  all  things,  vea,  the  deep  things 
of  God."  He  searcheth  all  things  in  the  living  experience  of 
the  living  children,  and  the  decrees  and  determination  of 
JEHOVAH  the  Father  in  reference  to  the  everlasting  salvation 
and  glorification  of  His  people  in  Christ. 

May  He  add  His  blessing  for  His  name's  sake.     Aiueu.  [e 
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'*  Wherefore  should  I  fear  in  the  days  of  eril,  when  the  iniqoitjr  of  Mjr  heelt 
ihall  compass  Me  about  ?  '* — Psa.  xlix.  5. 

THIS  Pealm  oommences  with  a  call  and  proclamation  to  the 
great  congregation  to  give  ear,  to  pay  attention  to  state- 
ments most  solemn,  most  sacred.  The  inhabitants  of  the  world 
who  are  addressed,  are  styled  in  the  title  of  the  Psalm,  *'  The 
sons  of  Korah."  These  are  sons  of  want,  or,  as  the  learned  tell 
us,  *'  sans  of  miseryy  distress^  and  sorrow*^  The  whole  Psalm 
warrants  such  an  interpretation  or  explanation.  These  sons  of 
misery  are  not  confined  to  any  class  of  men,  or  position  in  society. 
'*•  Both  low  and  high,  rich  and  poor,  together,  as  descendants  of 
Adam  the  first,  carry  about  with  them  the  entail  which  he  left 
upon  them,  sin,  sorrow,  misery,  trouble,  anxiety,  and  care.  Nay, 
we  may  go  further,  and  declare,  that  with  the  increase  of  the 
good  things  of  this  world,  there  is  oftentimes  an  increase  of 
cankering  care  and  worrying  anxiety.  The  possession  of  riches 
gives  no  immunity  from  sorrow  and  distress.  But  in  the  midst 
of  all  this  a  voice  is  heard.  It  is  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  Man, 
the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God.  His  words  of  counsel  and  comfort 
are  carried  by  the  power  of  the  Spirit  to  all  those  for  whom  they 
were  intended.  "  My  mouth  shall  speak  of  Wisdom ;  and  the 
meditation  of  my  heart  shall  be  of  Understanding^  Surely  this 
ig  concerning  God  Himself.  Who  is  Wisdom  ?  Who  is  Under- 
standing ?  Those  of  you  who  are  acquainted  with  Proverbs  viii. 
Imow  well  that  declaration  of  the  Speaker,  *^  I,  Wisdom,  dwell 
with  prudence,  and  find  out  knowledgfe  of  witty  inventions." 
Now,  there  is  no  knowledge  in  Divine  things,  or  in  the  wars  of 
the  Lord,  apart  from  Christ,  the  great  Expounder  of  God's  Word, 
the  Expositor  of  God*s  covenant,  and  oi  His  covenant  dealings 
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with  His  people  in  Christ  Jesus.  Christ  Jesus  Himself,  by  the 
inepiration  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  speaks  in  the  Psalm  before  us.  "  I 
win  incline  Mine  ear  to  a  parable.  I  will  open  My  dark  saying 
upon  the  harp."  Turn  with  me  to  Matt.  xin.  Here  we  have  a 
succession  of  parables,  setting  forth  the  hidden,  things  of  the 
kingdom  of  heaven,  in  the  midst  of  which  you  will  find  this 
portion  quoted  by  our  Lord  Himself.  He  opened  His  mouth  in 
parables,  and  there  was  a  reason  and  design  in  it ;  that  those 
who  were  without  should  not  understand,  and  that  those  within 
might  have  a  true  apprehension  of  the  Father's  mind  and  will. 
Look  at  Matt.  xiii.  10:  '*  And  the  disciples  came  and  said  unto 
Him,  Why  speakest  Thou  unto  them  in  parables  ?  He  answered 
and  said  unto  them,  Because  it  is  given  unto  you  to  know  the 
mysteries  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  but  to  them  it  is  not  given.** 
Each  one  of  us  is  interested  in  this  fact,  more  or  less.  We  must 
be  interested  graciously,  feelingly,  experimentally,  or  down  to 
the  depths  of  eternal  despair  we  must  go.  Eternal  ruin  must  be 
our  lot  if  we  are  left  without  an  interest  in  these  things.  See ! 
"For  whosoever  hath,  to  him  shall  be  given,  and  he  shall  have 
more  abundance."  I  love  that  word,  "more  abundance." 
It  indicates  a  succession  of  covenant  blessings,  and  in- 
creasing knowledge  in  Divine  truth,  and  the  gracioits  dis- 
plavings  of  it.  Have  you  a  desire  to  fear  the  Lord  t  You 
shall  fear  Him,  and  as  assuredly  as  you  fear  Him,  you  shall  be 
blessed  with  a  strong  confidence  in  Him.  If  you  have  confi- 
dence in  Him,  ^on  shall  have  blessed  association  with  Him.  If 
you  have  association,  you  shall  be  identified  with  Him.  If  you 
are  identified  with  Him,  yon  shall  have  complete  equality  with 
Him  in  grace  here,  and  in  glory  hereafter.  Mark  the  Divine 
order  I  "  Grace  for  grace.  **  From  glorv  to  glory."  "  He 
shall  have  more  abundance  :  but  whosoever  hath  not,  from  him 
shall  be  taken  away  even  that  he  hath."  The  naturally  relirious 
man  may  have  a  natural  understanding  of  the  things  of  the 
kingdom,  his  natural  reason  mav  grasp  Scriptural  truths,  and 
he  may,  like  the  stony  ground  hearers,  have  great  delight  in 
the  natural  reception  of  Gospel  truth :  he  may  come  to  chapel, 
or  go  to  church,  listen  with  pleasure  to  a  God-sent  minister,  and 
rejoice  in  what  is  set  forth,  yet  have  no  experimental  possession 
of  spiritual  reaUtes.  What  have  we  to-night  t  Are  we  in 
possession  of  Christ !  Have  we  a  desire  after  these  things,  or 
are  we  in  possession  of  them  1  We  are,  or  we  are  not,  and 
everything  short  of  them  is  vanity  and  toil. 

Psalm  Ixxviii.  2  is  quoted  in  Matt.  xiii.  34,  35 :  "  All  these 
things  spake  Jesus  unto  t)^e  multitudes  in  parables;  and  without 
a  parable  spake  He  not  unto  them.  That  it  might  be  fulfilled 
which  was  spoken  by  the  prophet,  saying,  "I  will  open  My 
mouth  in  parables ;  I  will  utter  tlungs  which  have  been  kept 
secret  from  the  foundation  of  the  world."  What  things  have 
been  kept  secret !     It  was  kept  secret  until  the  time  appointed 
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by  the  Father,  that  such  a  poor,  puny  worm  as  I  am  should  be 
interested  in  covenant  yen  ties.    It  was  kept  secret  that  my 
name  was  written  in  the  Book  of  Life.     An  inveterate  enemy  of 
God's  truth  once  said  to  me,  "  Can  you  presume  to  such  a  height? 
Have  you  entered  the  skies  and  seen  your  name  in  the  Book  1 
Have  you  ?  "     When  these  questions  were  put  to  me,  the  Lord 
had  not  brought  me  to  that  place  of  spiritual  instruction  and 
privilege  to  which  He  has  broaght  me  now,  or  I  should  have 
answered,  "  Certainly  I  have.    Again  and  again  I  have  seen  mv 
name  in  the  Book  of  Life."     What,  your  name,  Thomas  Brad- 
bary?      No,  not  so;  but  I  see  my   name.   Sinner,   saved  by 
sovereign  ^race,  and  I  know  my  character  when  I  see  it  written 
in  the  Book,  and  opened  up  to  my  waiting  heart.     But  we  will 
look  at  the  text :  "  Wherefore  should  I  fear  in  the  days  of  evil, 
when  the  iniquity  of  My  heels  shall  compass  Me  about  ?  "     This 
is  altogether  another  man  than  David  speaking.     As  in  Acts 
viiL  34,  35,  "And  the  eunuch  answered  Philip,   and  said,  I 
pray  thee  of  whom  speaketh  the  prophet  this  ?     Of  himself,  or  of 
some  other  man  ?     Then  Philip  opened  his  mouth  and  began  at 
the  same  Scripture,  and  preachea  unto  him  Jesus."     So  from 
this  Scripture  I  have  nothing  to  preach   to  you  but  Jesus. 
Jesus  is  the  Speaker,  the  Expounder  of  God's  Word,  the  Surety 
of  the  covenant,  the  suffering  Saviour  in  the  room  and  stead  of 
His  people.     Upon  the  glorious  harp  of  Divine  promise  He  dis- 
courses most  excellent  music  for  those  characters  He  so  faith- 
fally  describes,  and  who  are  enabled  by  the  Spirit  to  lav  claim 
to  those  covenant  blessings  He  has  treasured  up  for  them  in 
Himself.     We  will  consider — 

1. — The  Speaker — The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  association,  com- 
panionship, and  identification  with  His  own. 
IL — His  heels — **  The  iniquity  of  My  heels.*' 
IIL — His  times — "  The  days  of  evil,  when  the  iniquity  of  My 
heels  shall  compass  Me  about." 

IV. — His  unbounded  cONPiDENOEin  His  Father  in  the  midst  of 
the  sorrows  His  sinless  soul  experienced — "  Wherefore  should  I 
fear  in  the  days  of  evil,  when  the  iniquities  of  My  heels  shall 
compass  Me  about?" 

V. — The  BLESSED  ONENESS  OP  SPIRIT  experienced  by  the  heels 
with  the  Head  in  the  confidence  expressed  in  the  language  of 
the  text. 

I. — The  Speaker — The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  association, 
conopanionship,  and  identification  with  His  own. 

The  SpeaKer  is  interested  in  the  evil  and  iniquity  which 
should  compass  Him  about.  Was  this  iniquity  natural  to  Him  ? 
No.  Why  not?  Because  of  the  immaculate  conception  and 
impeccable  constitution  of  His  real  human  body.  Well  does  the 
Litany  of  the  Church  of  England  express  itself  thus  in  reference 
to  the  production  of  the  sacred  and  sinless  humanity  of  Jesus : 
"  By  the  mystery  of  Thy  holy  incarnation,''    As  we  look  at  His 
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Gt)dhead  and  Manhood,  and  the  marvellous  onion  of  the  two 
natures  in  the  one  Person,  we  are  lost  in  wonder  and  loving 
admiration.  As  to  the  production  of  the  human  body  of  our 
Lord,  the  Holy  Ghost  by  Jeremiah  declared,  "  The  LORD  hath 
created  a  new  tiling  in  the  earth,  A  woman  shall  compass  a 
man  "  (Jer.  xxxi.  22).  Is  the  compassing  of  a  man  in  the  womb 
of  a  woman  a  new  thing  t  Certainly.  Were  not  Cain  and  Abel 
compassed  by  Eve  I  Here,  I  would  ask,  were  either  of  these, 
according  to  natural  generation,  worthy  the  name  of  man  f 
Cain  would  think  so,  but  not  Abel.  One  has  well  said,  and 
though  the  saying  may  appear  to  border  upon  profanity,  it  is  not 
so,  "  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  was  tlie  only  true  gentleman  that  ever 
lived.'''  We  can  say  feelingly  and  experimentally,  that  He  was 
the  only  true  man  that  ever  existed,  or  ever  will  exist  from  the 
creation  to  the  end  of  the  world.  Hart  writes  truly  and 
sweetly, — 

'*  A  Man  there  is,  a  real  Man^ 

With  wounds  still  f?aping  wide. 
From  which  rich  streams  of  blood  once  ran. 

In  hands,  and  feet,  and  side.*' 

Does  not  this  seem  to  suggest  that  there  is  something  awfully 
unreal  in  every  other  man  t  There  is  not  a  real  man,  out  of,  or 
apart  from.  Him.  In  2  Cor.  xii.  2,  the  apostle  says,  **  I  knew  a 
man  in  Christ  above  fourteen  years  ago."  A  man  out  of  Christ 
he  did  not  acknowledge.  Jesus  Christ  was  a  Man,  a  real,  true, 
and  proper  Man.     William  Mushett  thus  sang  of  Him, — 

**  The  Man  who  lived,  and  died,  and  rose. 
To  perfume  heaven  with  blood  ; 
To  Him  my  soul  her  pardon  owes 
And  claims  Him  for  her  God." 

And  in  the  contemplation  of  His  ascension-glory  and  sovereign 
majesty  we  can  sing  with  Watts, — 

'*  This  is  the  Man — the  exalted  Man. 
Whom  we,  unseen,  adore ; 
But  when  our  eyes  behold  His  face. 
Our  hearts  shall  loVe  Him  more." 

In  the  first  chapter  of  Luke's  Gospel,  and  at  the  35th  verse, 
the  angel  is  recorded  saying  to  Mary,  "  The  Holy  Ghost  shall 
come  upon  thee,  and  the  power  of  the  Highest  shall  overshadow 
thee:  therefore  also  THAT  HOLY  THING  which  shall  be 
born  of  thee  shall  be  called  the  Son  of  God."  The  Holy  Ghost 
styles  the  sacred  humanity  of  Jesus,  "THAT  HOLY  THING." 
No  ini<iuity  to  be  found  there.  John  speaks  of  Jesus  as  He 
ever  appeared  in  Himself  before  the  face  of  His  Father  thus, 
*'  IN  HIM  IS  NO  SIN  "  (1  John  iii.  5).  Peter  knew  Him  as 
One  ''WHO  DID  NO  SIN "  (1  Peter  ii.  22).  Paul  in  2  Cor. 
V.  21  declares  concerning  Him,  MVHO  KNEW  NO  SIN  "  in 
His  nature,  by  commission,  omission,  inrpartation,  or  infusion. 
He  only  knew  it  by  imputation.    When  I  look  at  the  heels  of 
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Christ  as  a  part  of  His  sinless  body,  His  sacred  humaDity,  I  see 
no  sin  in  them.  There  are  no  marks  of  iniquity  or  of  tmnsgres- 
sion  left  in  His  heel-prints  on  the  sands  of  the  desert  which  the 
eye  of  faith  can  see,  and  the  foot  of  faith  alone  can  tread.  The 
pathway  to  glory  through  a  sinful  world  was  trodden  by  the 
sinless  heels  of  our  adorable  Emmanuel  as  the  Forerunner  of 
His  pilgi-im  people.  It  is  a  path  of  purity,  holiness^  and 
righteousness,  over  which  the  unclean  and  uncircumcised  can 
never  pass  (Isa.  xxxv.  9).  *<  The  lion's  whelps,"  the  reprobate, 
'*  have  not  trodden  it,  nor  the  fierce  lion,"  the  devil,  "  passed 
by  it "  ( Job  xxviii.  8).  Yet,  marvellous  mystery,  in  these  spots 
of  purity,  innocency,  and  righteousness,  He  identifies,  acknow- 
ledges, and  owns  the  members  of  His  mystical  body  whom  He 
styles  in  the  language  of  the  text,  "  My  heeh.'' 

This  brings  us  to  consider, — 

II.— His  heels— "The  iniquity  of  My  heels."  Come  with 
me  to  1  Cor.  xii.  18 — 21 :  "  But  now  hath  God  set  the  members 
every  one  of  them  in  the  body,  as  it  hath  pleased  Him.  And  if 
they  were  all  one  member,  where  were  the  body?  But  now 
are  they  many  members,  yet  but  one  body.  And  the  Eye 
cannot  say  unto  the  hand,  I  have  no  need  of  thee :  nor  again 
the  Head  to  the  feet,  I  have  no  need  of  you.  Nay,  much  more 
those  members  of  the  body,  which  seem  to  be  more  feeble,  are 
necessary.  And  those  members  of  the  body,  which  we  think  to 
be  less  honourable,  upon  these  we  bestow  more  abundant 
honour ;  and  our  uncomely  parts  have  more  abundant  comeli- 
ness. For  our  comely  parts  have  no  need :  but  God  hath 
tempered  the  body  together,  having  given  more  abundant 
honour  to  that  pait  which  lacked:  that  there  should  be  bo 
schism  in  the  body ;  but  that  the  members  should  have  the 
same  care  one  for  another.  And  whether  one  member  sufier, 
all  the  members  snfler  with  it :  or  one  member  be  honoured,  all 
the  membera  rejoice  with  it.  Now  ye  are  the  body  of  Christ, 
and  members  in  particular."  The  foet,  the  heels  of  the  body, 
are  nearest  to  the  earth,  and  ofttimes  soiled  with  the  dust,  mud, 
and  mire  of  earth.  Yet  they  are  so  near  and  dear  to  Him. 
Just  turn  with  me  to  Gen.  iii.  15,  and  notice  that  precious 
declaration  spoken  in  the  hearing  of  Adam  and  Eve,  but  in  the 
very  teeth  ot  the  serpent :  "  And  I  will  put  enmity  between  thee 
and  the  woman,  ana  between  thy  seed  and  her  Seed  ;  it  shall 
bruise  thy  head,  and  thou  shalt  bruise  Ilis  heel."  What  are  we 
to  understand  by  that  seed  or  heel  which  should  be  bruised,  yet 
in  its  bruising  should  bruise,  smash,  destroy,  and  bring  to 
nothing  the  power  of  the  devil  t  Commentators  see  in  it  the 
sacred  humanity  of  the  Divine  Sufferer;  but  those  who  are 
spiritually  one  with  Him  can  see  in  the  heel  the  whole  Church 
of  the  Uving  God  in  union  with  Him  as  it  is  left  in  its  wilderness 
state  and  condition  with  the  experience  of  Satan's  bruisings, 
temptations,  and  accursed  insinuations.  r^         r 
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Look  at  this  in  the  light  of  the  suretyship  sufferings  of 
Christ  I  love  that  word  better  than  aubstittUionary  sujferinga ; 
because  in  it  I  obtain  a  "soul  refreshing'*  insi^nt  into  the 
eternal,  unchanging  oneness  of  the  Head  with  the  members. 
Here  we  see  the  Head  with  the  heels,  and  the  heels  with  the 
Head.  All  the  members  in  union  and  communion  with  the 
glorious  Head  of  grace.  Marvellous  fact !  In  Christ,  the  Head, 
all  the  members  suffered  all  that  God's  holy  law  and  inexorable 
justice  demanded,  or  could  ever  demand.  All  that  was  due  to 
outra^d  holiness  and  tnith  was  met  and  answered  in  the 
sufferings  and  death  of  Christ,  and  by  all  the  members  in 
blessed,  eternal,  and  unchanging  union  with  Him. 

**  The  iniquity  of  My  heels."  Turn  with  me  to  Isa.  liii.  6 : 
"  All  we  like  sheep  have  gone  astray ;  we  have  turned  every 
one  to  his  own  way;  and  the  LORD  hath  laid  on  Him  the 
iniquity  of  us  all."  But  look  at  it  thus :  *^  The  LORD  hath 
made  the  iniquity  of  us  all  to  meet  upon  Him.^*  All  the  iniquity  of 
the  members  of  His  body,  of  His  heels,  those  uncomely  parts, 
those  parts  most  assi^ciated  with  earth,  sin,  pollution,  corruption, 
and  depravity,  those  poor  wretches  who  appear,  according  to 
the  judgment  of  some,  to  have  sinned  beyond  the  recwm  of 
mercy,  beyond  the  reach  of  God's  long,  strong,  powerful  arm  of 
love.  The  iniquities  of  the  heels  have  compassed  Him  about. 
"The  LORD  hath  laid  on  Him  the  iniquity  of  us  all."  That 
word  "  laid  "  does  not  fully  open  up  the  mind  of  the  Spirit,  or 
meet  the  experience  of  Goa's  deeply-taught  people.  Kead  it 
thus :  "  The  Lord  hath  caused  all  our  iniquities  to  rush  from  all 
quarters  with  fearful  impetuosity  upon  HimJ*  The  sins  of  all  the 
election  of  grace  met  upon  the  sinless  Sufferer  when  He  hung 
upon  Calvanr's  cursed  tree.  From  whence  came  they?  From 
the  East,  West,  North,  South,  even  from  every  part  of  the 
habitable  globe.  Look  at  Him  bleeding,  sweating,  agonizing  in 
Gethsemane's  garden  1  Behold  Him  thirsting,  groaning,  djring 
amid  the  isolations  of  Calvary !  Then,  my  iniquities,  and  those 
of  Mary  Magdalene,  that  walking  hell — those  of  Manasseh,  "  that 
devil  of  a  man^' — those  of  David,  a  poor  polluted  worm — those 
of  Peter,  who  Ued,  and  cursed,  and  swore — ^no  matter  how  deeplv 
sunk  these  were  in  depravity,  or  saturated  with  impurity,  all 
compassed  the  spotless  Jesus  about  when  He  yielded  up  His 
sacred  body  and  sinless  soul  to  suffer  all  the  wrath  of  God,  and  the 
curse  of  His  righteous  law  which  they  so  richly  deserved.  But  the 
wonder  of  wonders  is  that  I  can  preach,  and  you  can  listen  to, 
truths  so  GodUke  and  Divine  and  yet  remain  with  hearts  so  hard, 
spirits  so  stolid,  and  minds  so  engrossed  vrith  earthly  things  as 
not  to  be  moved  with  amazement,  adoring  love,  and  godly 
sorrow. 

**  Lord,  I  would  stand  with  thoughtful  eye, 
Beneath  Thy  fatal  tree, 
And  see  Thee  bleed,  and  see  Thee  die. 
And  think,  what  love  to  me  ! 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


Christ's  hekls.  139 

Dwell  on  the  sight,  mr  stonj  heart, 

Till  every  puke  within 
Shall  into  contrite  sorrow  start, 

And  hate  the  thought  of  sin." 

In  Psalm  xl.  12,  the  suffering  Surety  speaks,  ''  For  innumer- 
able evils  have  compassed  Me^  aboVt :  Mine  iniquities  have 
taken  hold  upon  Me,  so  that  I  am  not  able  to  look  up ;  they  are 
more  than  the  hairs  of  Mine  head  :  therefore  My  heart  faileth 
Me,"  or,  /orsaketh  Me.  We  know  that  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is 
the  Speaker  here  because  the  Holv  Ghost  reveals  Him  as  such  in 
His  quotation  from  this  Psalm  in  fiebrews  x.  5 — 9.  Jesus  says, 
"Mine  iniquities.*'  His  by  imputation.  All  the  iniquities  of 
His  people  imputed,  reckoned,  accounted  to  Him — made  His. 
Martin  Luther  has  a  strong  expression  attributed  to  him — ^that 
^'Christ  was  t/ie  greatest  sinner  t/iat  ever  lived  " — that  is,  by  imputa- 
tion. Many  have  found  fault  with  him  because  of  that  expres- 
sion ;  but  I  do  not,  and  I  will  tell  you  why.  It  is  because  God 
has  led  me  to  see  fui*ther  than  that  expression  teaches.  See 
2  Cor.  V.  21 :  "For  He  hath  made  Him  to  be  SIN  for  us."  Not 
to  do,  or  commit  sin  ;  but  made,  reckoned,  constituted,  or  dealt 
with  Him  as  Sin,  as  one  huge  lump,  even  the  whole  mass  of  His 
people's  sin  in  the  sight  of  infinite  excellency.  He  stood  as  one 
mass  of  sin  before  His  God  and  ours,  hence  the  necessity  for 
those  sufferings  He  endured  so  willingly  and  patiently. 

It  was  because  He  undertook  the  office  of  sin-bearing  Surety 
for  His  people  that  the  Father's  command  went  forth,  "  Awake, 
0  Bword,  against  My  Shepherd,  and  against  the  Man  that  is  My 
Fellow,  saith  the  LORD  of  hosts ;  smite  the  Shepherd,  and  the 
she^p  shall  be  scattered :  and  I  will  turn  My  hand  upon  the 
Uttile  ones"  (Zech.  xiii.  7).  Who  is  this  Man,  God's  Fellow? 
It  is  He  who  was  made  sin  for  God's  elect ;  yes,  He  was  con- 
stituted to  stand  and  bear  all  the  sin  that  was  ever  thought,  felt, 
or  committed  by  the  whole  election  of  grace,  from  Adam's  days 
until  the  last  elect  vessel  of  mercy  is  landed  safe  in  glory. 
All  their  transgressions,  all  their  sins,  all  their  iniquities,  with 
all  their  penal  oonse(]^uences,  were  laid  to  His  account.  He  was 
made  all  that  in  their  room,  stead,  and  place,  and  when  that 
terrible  time  arrived  for  the  experience  of  JEHOVAH'S  wrath, 
fury,  and  indignation  due  to  sin,  the  hell  of  suffering  which 
each  and  every  one  of  God's  elect  deserved,  when  Zechariah's 
prophecy  was  fulfilled,  then  the  iniquities  of  His  heels  compassed 
Him  about.  Look  at  the  effect  of  this  compassing  about,  and 
let  UB  by  the  guidance  of  the  Spirit  visit  the  shades  of  dark 
Gethseraane  to  see  that  sorrow,  such  as  earth  never  witnessed 
brfore  €rt  since,  and  never  will  witness  again.  Bring  all  the 
sorrows  of  all  mankind,  the  waihngs  and  despair  of  the  lost, 
concentrate  them  all  in  one  spot,  in  one  person,  and  even  then  you 
cannot  find  such  soul  trouble  as  this.  Well  might  He  cry  in 
the  language  of  Lamentations  i.  12 — ^for  there  the  Saviour  of 
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Jeremiah  spoke  through  him — "  Is  it  nothing  to  you,  all  ye  that 
pass  by  t  Behold,  and  see  if  there  be  any  sorrow  like  unto  Mv 
sorrow,  which  is  done  unto  Me,  wherewith  the  LORD  hath 
afficted  Me  in  the  day  of  His  fierce  anger."  There  was  such  a 
compassing  about  of  the  iniquities  of  His  heels  as  thoroughly 
shut  Him  up  to  judgment,  to  condemnation,  and  to  all  the  suffer- 
ings entailed  upon  Him  by  His  covenant  and  suretyship  en- 
gagements. Turn  to  Matt.  xxvi.  37—39  :  "  And  He  took  with 
Him  Peter  and  the  two  sons  of  Zebedee,  and  began  to  be  porrow- 
ful  and  verj-  heavy.  Then  said  He  unto  them,  My  soul  is 
exceeding  sorrowful,  even  unto  death  ;  "  or,  as  it  may  be  ren- 
dered, "  even  to  die.*^  Death  was  preferable  to  such  a  state  of 
desertion  and  dreariness.  This  reminds  me  of  that  precious 
verse  we  have  been  singing, — 

**  When  vexing  thoughts  within  rae  riiie. 
And,  sore  dismayed,  my  spirit  dies, 
Fet  He^  who  once  vonchaajed  to  hear 
The  nchtning  itnguiah  of  de$pair. 
Shall  sweetly  soothe,  shaU  gently  dry, 
The  throbbing  heart,  the  streaming  eye." 

*•  And  He  went  a  Kttle  farther  and  fell  on  His  face,  and  prayed, 
saying,  O  My  Father,  if  it  be  possible,  let  this  cup  pass  from  Me  : 
nevertheless,  not  as  I  will,  but  as  Thou  wilt." 

Follow  Him  to  Calvary.  He  goes  willingly  to  suffer  with 
His  heart  full  of  love  to  His  poor  members,  to  His  heels. 
Hearken  to  His  cry,  *'  I  thirst."  What  thirst  was  this  ?  Was  it 
that  natural  thirst  requiring  moisture  for  His  sacred  lips  ?  No ! 
They  might  have  moistened  them  as  long  as  He  lived,  but  this 
would  have  yielded  no  relief  to  His  thirsting  soul.  He  cried,  "I 
thirst,^*  because  He  was  enduring  the  hell  of  suffering  which  His 
people  so  richly  deserved.  The  thirst  He  experienced  at  that 
dread  moment  was  for  deliverance  from  the  compassing  about 
of  iniquity  which  He  endured.  He  thirsted  for  the  light  of  His 
Father's  countenance,  for  that  smile  of  love  which  fills  all  heaven 
with  joy,  and  for  the  finishing  of  His  sorrows  and  agonies  in 
which  the  salvation  of  His  heels  would  be  perfected.  From  the 
midst  of  the  thick  darkness  of  Divine  judgment  the  cry  of  deser- 
tion ascends  from  the  agonized  soul  of  the  sinless  Sufferer,  '•  My 
God,  My  God,  why  hast  Thou  forsaken  Me  ?  "  (Matt,  xxvii.  46). 
Those  who  love  sensuous  worshii),  for  the  gratification  of  the. 
sight  of  their  natural  eyes,  may  have  their  paintings  descriptive 
of  the  bodily  sufferings  of  Emmanuel,  and  their  sculptures 
to  represent  those  pangs  which  the  natural  eye  and  heart  can 
never  perceive,  but  all  put  together  can  never  portray  the  deep, 
untold  wants  of  Zion's  spiritual  worshippers.  Throughout  the 
whole  of  the  physical  sufferings  of  Jesus,  when  His  body  was 
scourged,  lacerated  and  pierced,  not  one  word  of  complaint  was 
heard  to  escape  from  His  sacred  lips.  Oh  !  how  different  to  you 
and  to  me!    We  murmur  and  repine,  and  tell  out  our  aches  and 
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pains  to  solicit  a  measure  of  sympathy.  Ah,  my  dear  friends, 
when  we,  the  heels,  think  of  the  sufiferings  of  our  adorable  Head, 
we  may  well  hide  our  faces  for  shame. 

*♦  The  Holy  One  did  hide  His  face— 

O  Ohriflt,  *twa8  hid  from  Thee ! 
Dumb  darknews  wrapt  Thy  soul  a  space — 

The  darkness  due  to  me. 
But  now  that  face  of  radiant  grace 

Shines  forth  in  light  onme.** 

What  a  rich  mercy  it  is  for  the  Lord  to  grant  us  His  sweet  smile 
of  forgiveness,  with  tokens  of  His  covenant  love  brought  home 
to  our  hearts! 

Let  us  now  glance  at — 

IIL — His  TIMES — "  The  days  of  evil,  when  the  iniquity  of  My 
heels  shall  compass  Me  about."  That  expression,  "  the  day  of 
eviU*  is  ofttimes  ereatly  misunderstood.  Turn  to  Prov.  xiv.  4: 
"The  LORD  hath  made  all  things  for  Himself;  yea,  even  the 
wicked  for  the  day  of  evil."  This  portion  is  generally  quoted 
as  having  reference  to  the  reprobate,  and  the  pouring  out  of 
Ood*8  wrath  upon  them  in  the  day  of  judgment.  But  this  day 
of  evil  has  reference  to  something  more  than  the  day  of  judg- 
ment, though  that  will  be  a  terrible  day  of  evil  to  all  out 
of  Christ. 

'*  When  I  hear  the  wicked  call 

On  the  rocks  and  hills  to  fall ; 

When  Isee  them  start  and  shrink 

On  the  fieiT  deluge  brink  ; 

Then,  Lord,  shall  I  fully  know, 

Not  till  then,  how  much  I  owe." 

Now,  when  it  says  the  wicked  are  made  for  the  day  of  evil , 
it  means  that  they  are  made  to  do  the  evil  in  the  day  of  their 
existence  here  upon  earth.  Was  not  Shemei  made  for  David's 
evil  day  ?  Haman  for  Mordecai's,  and  Judas  Iscariot  for  Christ's 
day  of  evil  ?  In  Isaiah  Ivii.  1,  it  is  said,  '*  The  righteous  perish- 
eth,  and  no  man  layeth  it  to  heart :  and  merciful  men  are  taken 
away,  none  considering  that  the  righteous  is  taken  away  from 
the  evil  to  eomeJ^  You  notice  those  two  words  "  to  come  "  are  in 
italics.  Have  the  righteous  who  are  departed  taken  away  from 
the  evil  to  come  t  No  I  They  cannot  oe  taken  away  from  that 
which  they  never  experienced,  and  were  never  brought  near  to. 
They  are  taken  away  from  evil  influences,  from  an  evil  heart 
of  unbelief,  from  an  evil  world,  and  from  the  evil  one,  whose 
only  delight  is  to  do  evil,  to  distress  and  harass  those  whom  the 
Lord  loves  with  an  everlasting  love.  The  days  of  evil  to  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  were  when  theinit{uity  of  Hishe^ls  compassed 
Him  about.  All  the  evil  was  from  without,  for  there  was  no  evil 
in  Hhn.  He  had  much  soul-trouble,  perplexity,  and  care,  when 
'•  Himself  took  the  infirmities,  and  bare  the  sicknesses  *'  of  all  His 
heels,  the  members  of  His  mystical  body.  It  was  a  day  of  evil 
when  the  wise  men  came  from  the  East  to  Jerusalem,  and  their 
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inquiry  for  Him  as  the  King  of  the  Jews  roused  up  all  the  enmity 
and  hatred  of  Herod  against  Him  (Matt,  ii.,  passim).  It  was  a 
day  of  evil  to  Him,  when,  from  the  banks  of  the  Jordan — ^from 
the  sound  of  His  Father's  approving  voice,  which  said,  "  This  is 
My  beloved  Son  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased,"  from  the 
rich  anointing  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  He  was  hurried  into 
the  wilderness  to  be  tempted  of  the  devil.  To  Him  the  day 
of  adversity  was  over  against  the  day  of  prosperity,  and  so  it 
will  be  with  all  His  heels.  This  must  come  to  pass  in  the  ex- 
perience of  the  living  members  of  the  one  family :  "  For  as  the 
sufferings  of  the  Head  abound  in  the  heels,  so  the  consolation  of 
the  heels  aboundeth  by  the  Head  "  (2  Cor.  i.  5).  But  let  us 
return  to  Matt.  iv.  1  —11.  The  devil  came  to  our  glorious  Head 
with  every  suggestion  of  evil ;  yes,  came  with  evu  to  Him  who 
knew  none,  in  whose  sinless  humanity  no  unrighteousness,  no 
sin,  no  pollution,  could  for  one  moment  be  found.  The  devil 
came  to  Christ  with  his  accursed  suggestion,  distrust  of  the 
Father.  Was  not  that  evil!  He  tempted  Him  to  presumption, 
idolatry,  ay,  and  positive  despair.  Were  not  these  evil  ?  It  was 
a  day  of  evil  to  Him  when  the  multitude  of  religious  hypocrites 
and  punctilious  pietists  led  Him  to  the  brow  of  the  hill  at  Nazaiv 
eth  with  the  intention  of  breaking  His  neck  (Luke  iv.  28,  29). 
It  was  an  evil  day  to  Him  when  He  was  forsaken  of  all  His 
friends,  when  the  devil  and  the  mob,  aristocracy  and  democracy, 
conspired  together  against  Him.  In  the  garden,  when  they  came 
against  Him  with  lanterns,  and  torches,  and  weapons,  we  behold 
Him,  in  the  glory  of  His  Godhead  and  dignity  of  His  manhood, 
going  forth  to  meet  them  saying,  "  Whom  seek  ye  t  They 
answered  Him,  Jesus  of  Nazareth.  Jesus  saith  unto  them,  I 
AM.  As  soon  then  as  He  had  said  unto  them,  I  AM,  they  went 
backward  and  fell  to  the  ground.  Then  asked  He  them  again. 
Whom  seek  ye?  And  they  said,  Jesus  of  Nazareth.  Jesus 
answered,  I  have  told  you  that  I  AM :  if  therefore  ye  seek  Me, 
let  these  go  their  way  "  (John  xviii.  3 — 8).  They  did  seek  Him 
— ^they  took  Him — ^they  delivered  Him— Judas  to  the  mob — ^the 
mob  to  the  high  priest,  the  high  priest  to  Pilate,  and  Pilate  to 
the  cross.  Well  might  the  worshipping  company  with  the 
apostles  sing,  "  For  of  a  truth  against  Thy  holy  Child  Jesus, 
whom  Thou  hast  anointed,  both  Herod  and  Pontius  Pilate,  with 
the  Gentiles,  and  the  people  of  Israel,  were  gathered  together, 
for  to  do  whatsoever  Thy  hand  and  Thy  counsel  determined 
before  to  be  done"  (Acts  iv.  27,  28).  Yes,  God,  in  marvellous 
judgment  upon  the  iniquities  of  His  heels,  delivered  Him  over  to 
indignation,  fury,  and  death.  He  was  the  reproach  of  men  and 
the  curse  of  God  (Gal.  iii.  13;.  Were  not  these  days  of  evil! 
They  were,  and  as  He  experienced  them  to  the  full,  so  will  His 
heels  experience  them  in  their  measure.  It  is  painful,  yet  profit- 
able to  be  brought  into  fellowship  with  Him,  and  if  you  belong 
to  Him  by  covenant  ties,  fellowship  with  Him  in  the  compassing 
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about  of  iniquity  will  be  yours  day  by  day :  ah !  it  may  be 
moment  by  moment. 

We  are  now  led  to  notice, — 

IV. — His  unbounded  confidence  in  His  Father,  in  the  midst 
of  the  sorrows  His  soul  experienced — **  Wherefore  should  I 
fear  ?  "  Was  there  any  cause  for  fear  ?  Yes,  when  we  consider 
the  opposition  He  met  with  from  the  hands  of  the  world  and  the 
devil.  Did  He  fear  t  He  did,  as  we  see  from  Hebrews  v.  7  : 
**  Who  in  the  days  of  His  flesh,  when  He  had  offered  up  prayers 
and  supplications,  with  strong  crying  and  tears  unto  Him  that 
was  able  to  save  Him  from  death,  and  was  heard  in  that  He 
feared.'*  But  do  you  see  fear  in  Him  from  that  declaration  of 
God's  Word  concerning  Him,  "And  it  came  to  pass  when  the 
time  was  come  that  He  should  be  received  up.  He  stedfastly  set 
His  face  to  go  to  Jerusalem?  "  (Luke  ix.  51).  Love  impelled 
Him  to  seek  the  sufferings  which  His  body  and  soul  must  endure. 
At  one  time  He  was  sore  amazed,  veiy  heavy,  and  exceeding 
sorrowful  (Mark  xiv.  33,  34).  Turn  to  John  xii.  27  :  "  Now  is 
My  soul  troubled;  and  what  shall  I  sayt  Father,  save  Me 
from  this  hour;  but  for  this  cause  came  I  unto  this  hour" 
(John  xii.  27).  Here  we  see  the  sinless  One  soliloquis- 
ing and  calling  upon  His  Father  to  save  Him  from  that 
which  He  knew  was  inevitable.  He  feared,  and  yet  the  whole 
bent  of  His  mind  was  to  do  the  will  of  His  Father.  See  John 
iv.  34  :  "  My  meat  is  to  do  the  will  of  Him  that  sent  Me,  and  to 
finish  His  work."  To  do  His  Father's  will,  however  painful  at 
times  He  found  the  doing,  was  that  which  supported,  strength- 
ened, and  invigorated  Him.  In  the  accomplishing  of  the 
Father's  will  He  had  to  endure  the  compassing  about  of  the 
iniquity  of  His  heels,  His  Father's  wrath  and  indignation  against 
sin,  and  the  hiding  of  His  face  for  the  sake  of  His  Church,  His 
love.  His  Hephzibah.  He  never  halted  until  he  could  say,  '*  I 
have  glorified  Thee  on  the  earth :  I  have  finished  the  work 
which  Thou  gavest  Me  to  do"  (John  xvii.  4).  Of  Him  it 
might  well  be  said, 

"  Nought  could  move  Him 

With  the  Father  at  His  side/* 

Supported  and  upheld  by  the  Father,  wherefore  should  He  fear? 
All  along  His  earthly  sojourning  He  was  sustained  in  the  glories 
of  the  Father,  the  power  of  the  Spirit,  and  the  perfections  of  His 
Godhead.  On,  on  He  went,  and  nothing  could  hinder  His 
progress.  Whenever  He  came  in  contact  with  death,  corruption, 
or  pollution.  He  could  never  contract  defilement.  His  whole 
life  was  like  a  sunbeam  shining  through  a  murky  hovel,  dis- 
persing impurity,  yet  contracting  none.  Look  at  Him  in  His 
constitution  as  the  Surety  of  the  covenant,  in  His  work  of 
obedience  and  suffering,  in  the  consummation  of  His  Father's 
purposes.    Well  might  He  ask  for  Himself,  and  on  the  behalf  of 

..tized  by  Google 


144  GROVE^  OfiAP|9|i  FVhprt. 

His  members,  •*. Wherefore »ho^ld  I  ^r  inUie  d9(^8  of  evil^  when 
the  iniquity  of  My  hieels  shall  compass  Me  ^bout  ?  ^ 

V. — The  blkssed  oneness  of   spirit  experienced  by  the 
heeU  with  the  Head  in  the  confidence  expressed  in  the  language 
of  the  text.    The  confidence  of  the  Head  must  be  imparted  to 
each  and  everyone  of  .His  heels.     Is  it  a  day  of  ternp^tatfob  with 
you  ?     As  assuredly  as  Satan  seeks  an  advantage  oVer  ^oil,  he 
will  be  thwarted.    He  may  touch  our  bodies,  as  he  did  Job's, 
and  make  them  ache,  and  our  hearts  to  throb ;  he  may  make  our 
minds  to  sigh  with  a  feeling  of  desolation,  and  our  souls  to  quiver 
with  dread  though  his  blasphemous  injections  (I  know  what  I 
am  talking  about);  he  may  do  all  this,  and  more ;  but  mark! 
He  who  said  in  the  days  of  His  flesh  and  in  the  language   of 
prophecy,  "  Wherefore  should  I  fear  ?  "  will  so  inspire  our  hearts 
witn  confidence  in  Him  that  we  shall  say,  "  Yea,  though  I  walk 
through  the  valley  of  the  shadow,  of  death,  I  will  fear  no  evil." 
A  dark,  dreary,  and  anything  but  pleasant  spot  for  a  tried  child 
of  God  ;  but  he  must  pass  through  it.     In  the  shadow  of  death 
I  want  the  Light  of   life,  I  sigh  for  the  beams  of  His  counten- 
ance, I  pine  for  the  smiles  of  His  face ;  but  in  suffering  oneness 
>vitb  Him,  my  Head,  I,  as  the  poor  heel  of  His  body,  must  know 
something  of  darkness,  desolation,  and  dread.     Though  this  is 
the  case.  He  will  cause  me  to  fear  no  evil.     See !     **  For  Thou 
art  with  me."     How  near  is  He  to  me?     As  near  as  my  head  is 
to  my  body.     Blessings   on   His  name,  He  is  part   ot  myself. 
**  Thou  art  with  me  :    Thy  rod  " — Thine  unbending  and  un- 
changing purpose  of  love  to  me — **  and  Thy  staff" — Thy  glorious 
Gospel,  full  of  exceeding  great  and  precious  promises,   each 
shining  as  a   brilliant    covenant  jewel — **they   comfoi-t   me." 
Blessefd  with  this  security,  support,  and  solace,  our  grateful  souls 
cry  out,  "  Wherefoi-e  should  I  fear  in  the  days  of  evil  ?"    When 
He  who  is  our  Resurrection  and  our   Life  puts  in  a  gracious 
appearance,  and  breathes  His  own  sweet  "  Fear  not "  into  our 
trembling  hearts,  we  can  then  say  as  dear  old  Alice  Banks  once 
said  to  me,  '^  Sin  was  gone,  Jesus  was  precious^  and  there  miyMnt 
have  been  a  devil.     Welly  when  Jesus  is  A  U  in  A  U  to  our  hearts,  the 
devil  is  put  to  flight!^     Here  we  can  say  in  union  with  our  living 
and  loving  Head  and  Husband,  **  Thou  wilt  show  me  the  path  of 
life :  in  Thy  presence  is  fulness  of  joy ;  at  Thy  right  hand  there 
are  pleasures  for  evermore "  (Psa.  xvi^  11).     Yes,  here  I  may 
well  soliloquise,  **  Wherefore  should  I  fear  t    Why  art  thou  bowed 
down,  0  my  soul?  and  why  art  thou  disquieted  in   met  hope 
thou  in  God  :  for  1  shall  yet  praise  Him,  for  HIS  PRESENCE 
IS  SALVATION"  (Psa.  xlii.  5). 

May  our  own  God  abundantly  bless  us.     Amen. 
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**  Righteousness  shall  go  before  Him  ;  and  shall  set  k«  in  the  way  of  His  steps.** 
— Psa.  Ixxxv.  18. 

THE  Psalm  commeDoes  with  a  very  precious  declaration  of 
the  Church's  confidence  in  the  God  of  all  grace,  and  of  the 
good  thines  He  has  done  for  His  people.  This  is  not  peculiar 
to  the  Psalmist,  or  to  any  portion  of  the  children  of  God.  Those 
-who  fear  His  name,  those  who  hope  in  His  mercy,  those  who 
trust  in  His  Word,  and  those  who  are  lost  in  His  love,  all  ac- 
knowledge the  things  He  has  done  for  them  and  in  them,  by  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Superficial  Christians  and  professing 
worldlings  will  question  the  necessity  for  telling  God  tnat  which 
He  knows,  or  of  reminding  God  of  that  whicn  He  has  done. 
Such  should  remember  that  their  questioning  holds  good  in 
respect  to  prayer  of  every  kind.  Known  unto  God  are  all  my 
wants  and  necessities,  cares  and  anxieties;  yes,  known  unto  Him 
are  all  my  sins  and  sorrows,  trials  and  temptations :  yet  He  so 
works  in  me  by  His  grace,  as  to  draw  from  my  exercised  heart 
and  stammering  tongue  the  confession  of  these  things,  and  He 
has  made  them  in  the  experience  of  my  heart  so  many  errands 
to  the  throne  of  His  heavenly  grace.  With  them  I  have  waited 
at  His  sacred  footstool  for  manifestations  of  His  mercy,  and  for 
further  expressions  of  His  forgiving  and  justifying  ^ace. 

This  was  the  case  with  the  Psalmist  in  the  portion  before  us, 
and  we  find  the  same  manifested  in  a  remarkable  manner  in  2 
Sam.  vii.  24.  Sitting  before  the  Lord,  he  opens  up  his  mind  to 
Him  :  "  For  Thou  hast  confirmed  to  Thyself  Thy  people  Israel 
to  be  a  people  unto  Thee  for  ever :  and  Thou,  LORl),  art  become 
their  God.  And  now,  0  LORD  God,  the  word  that;  Thou 
hast  spoken  concerning  Thy  servant,  and  concerning  his  housei 

Na  U7..p«c.  on.  P.i«T.  ^^^^^  ^^  Google 


146  GROVE  CHAPEL  PULPIT. 

establish  it  for  ever,  and  do  as  Thou  hast  said.'*  The  ground 
David  occupied  as  he  sat  before  the  Lord,  in  sweet  fellowship 
and  communion,  was  that  of  covenant  promise,  and  not  of  his 
own  feelings,  thoughts,  and  experience.  Look  at  those  precious 
words :  '*  And  do  as  Thou  hast  said."  As  He  said  to  Christ  in 
covenant  before  the  worlds  were  formed,  so  He  graciously  acts. 
As  He  has  said  in  the  exceeding  ^eat  and  precious  promises  of 
His  most  Holy  Word,  so  He  faitnnilljr  performs.  As  He  has  said 
by  the  grace  and  indwelUng  of  His  blessed  Spirit,  so  He  will 
fully  accomplish.  The  Psalmist  knew  this,  and  in  hallowed 
intercourse  with  Him  reminded  Him  of  His  Word  and  works. 
"  Lord/'  said  the  Psalmist,  "  Thou  hast  been  favourable  unto 
Thjr  land :  Thou  hast  brought  back  the  captivity  of  Jacob." 
This  appears  to  allude  to  the  return  of  the  Jews  to  their  own 
land,  city,  and  temple,  from  the  Babylonish  captivity.  Look  at 
the  sovereign  care  of  JEHOVAH  over  His  people,  as  manifested 
here.  Lord,  Thou  didst  come  to  the  very  spot  of  our  captivity, 
where  we  lay  oppressed  and  crushed  with  the  iron  entenng  our 
souls,  and  Thou  oidst  bring  Thy  captives  back  to  the  enjoyment 
of  those  spots  of  covenant  favour  designed  for  them  in  Thy  pre- 
destinating Iqve.  "  Thou  hast  forriven  the  iniquity  of  Thy 
people."  Marvellous  forgiveness  I  How  much  iniquity,  or  how 
many  iniquities  has  He  forgiven  us  ?  As  many  as  I  have  con- 
fessed t  Ay,  and  more.  It  is  a  truth,  ihat,  "  If  we  confess  our 
sins.  He  is  mithful  and  just  to  forgive  us  our  sins,  and  to  cleanse 
us  from  all  unrighteousness  "  (1  John  i.  9).  You  must  remember 
that  these  blessed  •*  Ifs  "  of  the  New  Testament  are  not  con- 
ditional, but  evidential.  They  give  evidence  to  God*s  work  of 
grace  in  the  hearts  of  His  children,  and  breathe  a  spirit  of  assur- 
ance to  them,  that  they  are  led  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
to  make  a  clean  breast  of  their  sins  and  shortcomings  to  Him, 
He  has  forgiven  them  all  their  iniquities.  That  is  a  blessed 
declaration  of  new  covenant  blessing  in  Isaiah  xl.  1,  2,  where 
the  commission  of  JEHOVAH  goes  forth  to  the  heralds  of  Zion, 
"  Comfort  ye,  comfort  ye,  My  people,  saith  your  God.  Speak 
ye  comfortably  to  Jerusalem,  and  cry  unto  her,  that  her 
warfare  is  accomplished,  that  her  iniquity  is  pardoned."  In 
the  gracious  purposes  of  the  Father,  iniquities  past,  iniquities 
present,  and  iniquities  to  come,  are  all  disposed  of:  and  as  this 
glorious  fact  is  brought  to  light  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  forgiveness 
is  blessedly  experienced  at  the  hands  of  the  God  of  all  grace, 
and  the  Father  of  all  mercy. 

*'  Here's  pardon  full  for  sin  that's  past, 
It  matters  not  how  black  the  cast ; 
And,  O  my  soul,  with  wonder  yiew, 
For  sins  to  come  here's  pardon  too.*' 

"  Thou  hast  covered  all  their  sin."  Here  we  have  one  of  the 
most  wonderful  metaphors  to  be  found  in  the  whole  compass  of 
God*8  Word.    "  Covered  I "    We  know  that  when  a  thing  is 
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covered,  it  is  out  of  sight.  How  is  the  sin  of  Zion  covered! 
We  will  look  at  one  or  two  portions  of  God's  Word,  where  this 
word  "  covered  "  occurs.  If  you  will  consult  the  account  given 
of  the  flood  in  the  days  of  Noah,  when  the  fountains  of  the  great 
deep  were  broken  up,  and  the  windows  of  heaven  were  opened, 
you  will  see:  "The  waters  prevailed  exceedingly  upon  the 
earth  ;  and  all  the  high  hills  that  were  under  the  whole  heaven  were 
covered"  (Gen.  vii.  19).  You  have  it  again  in  the  mercy-seat 
(Exod.  XXV.  16—22),  the  lid  of  the  ark  of  the  covenant  covering 
the  tables  of  the  law  inside,  thus  hiding  them  out  of  sight.  You 
have  it  again  in  Noah's  ark  of  gopher  wood,  which  was  pitched 
within  and  without  with  pitch  (Gen.  vi.  14)  ;  the  wooa  being 
wholly  covered  and  hidden  from  view.  God,  in  the  precious 
words  of  this  Psalm,  comforts  His  people  through  the  livinjg  ex- 
perience of  each  other,  whose  gratefulhearts  say  to  Him,  "  Thou 
hast  covered  all  their  sin."  As  the  highest  hills  and  mountains 
could  not  be  seen  through  the  deluge  of  water  which  covered 
the  earth,  so  all  the  mountains  of  sin,  iniquity,  ^uilt,  and  con- 
demnation which  were  ever  contracted  by  the  children  of  God, 
are  not  only  covered,  but  swept  away,  put  out  of  sight  alto- 
gether by  atoning  blood  flowing  from  the  wounds  of  a  precious 
Christ.  But  look :  "  Thou  hast  taken  away  all  Thy  wrath :  Thou 
hast  turned  Thyself  from  the  fierceness  of  Thine  anger."  As  we 
look  at  this  in  the  light  of  the  new  covenant,  we  behold  crace, 
mercy,  and  peace  flowingto  us  in  those  precious  words  of  Jesus, 
*•  It  is  finished."  When  He  looked  up  and  cried,  **  Father,  into 
Thy  hands  I  commend  Mv  Spirit,"  there  was  the  end  of  all  penal 
wrath ;  of  all  JEHOVAH  S  anger,  farv,  and  indignation  against 
the  sins  of  His  people.  The  wrath  of  a  sin-hating  God  spent  all 
its  fury  upon  the  sacred  head  and  sinless  soulof  Zion's  Kmgand 
Deliverer,  the  Surety  of  the  everlasting  covenant.  See  how 
blessedly  this  is  set  forth  in  that  precious  prophecy  contained  in 
Zech.  xiii.  7 :  "  Awake,  0  sword,  against  My  Shepherd,  and 
against  the  Man  that  is  Mv  Fellow,  saith  the  LORD  of  hosts ; 
smite  the  Shepherd,  and  the  sheep  shall  be  scattered  :  and  I  will 
turn  Mine  hand  upon  the  little  ones."  There  JEHOVAH  is  seen 
turning  from  the  fierceness  of  His  anger  upon  the  Shepherd,  to 
bestow  His  affections  upon  the  little  flock.  With  longing  desires 
for  the  enjoyment  of  this  covenant  blessing,  the  flock  of 
slaughter  crv,  "  Turn  us."  0  what  blessed  reciprocity  is  ex- 
hibited in  all  God's  ways  of  mercy,  in  the  experiences  of  His 
people  I  Does  He  turn  from  the  fierceness  of  His  anger  t  They 
cry,  "  Turn  us,  0  God  of  our  salvation,  and  cause  Thine  anger 
toward  us  to  cease."  Turn  us  from  Sinai  to  Zion,  from  the  land 
of  far  distances  to  that  of  blessed  communion  and  intercourse 
with  Thee.  The  cry  of  godly  fear  and  spiritual  anxiety  con- 
tinues :  **  Wilt  Thou  be  angry  with  us  for  ever  ?  Wilt  Thou  draw 
out  Thine  anger  to  all  generations  t "  God- wrought  importunity 
earnestly  inquires,  *' Wilt  Thou  not  revive  us  again '?!^  I  like 
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that.    You  all  know  that  I  have  often  dwelt  upon  that  precious 
word    *^  again^*    Why  do  I  ?     Simplv  for    mj  own  spiritual 

Satificationt  No.  You  may  depend  upon  it,  my  standing  in 
rove  Chapel  pulpit  is  not  for  selr-gratincation.  I  thank  Uod 
that  I  do  mow  something  of  the  experience  of  1  John  i.  3 : 
"  That  which  we  have  seen  and  heard  declare  we  unto  you,  that 
ye  also  may  have  fellowship  with  us ;  and  truly  our  fellowship 
IS  with  the  Father,  and  with  His  Son  Jesus  Christ.'*  Why,  then, 
do  I  love  to  dwell  upon  that  word  "  again'i  **  Because  I  am 
fully  conscious  that  God  has  some  of  the  little  ones  of  His  family, 
some  weaklinffs  in  the  flock  of  the  good  Shepherd,  here  present. 
Yes,  here  we  have  some  who  fear  to  presume,  but  who  dare  to 
doubt.  Well,  bless  His  holy  name.  He  will  never  damn  you  for 
doubting;  but  will  give  you  many  sweet  tokens  of  His  appro- 
bation, and  appreciation  of  you  as  the  objects  of  His  everlasting 
love,  tne  fruit  of  His  dear  Son's  sufferings,  and  the  conquest  of 
His  blessed  Spirit. 

"  Wilt  Thou  not  revive  us  again  ?  "  This  anxious,  importu- 
nate, and  earnest  inquiry  remind  me  of  one  who  sat  under  the 
gallery  over  yonder.  He  sat  and  listened  like  a  soul  solemnised 
with  a  sense  of  eternal  reaUties.  He  heard  the  Word  with 
gladness  of  heart,  and  drank  deeply  at  the  well-spring  of  eternal 
truth.  Almost  every  time  he  came  to  the  place  he  Tvas  melted 
under  the  power  of  the  Gospel  of  the  blessed  God.  He  was  not 
a  murmurer,  nor  a  complamer,  nor  a  jabberer.  He  dispensed 
his  money  with  a  liberal,  but  unostentatious  hand.  The  last 
commimication  I  had  from  him  was  an  anonymous  one  containing 
a  five-pound  note  for  the  support  of  our  dear  old  friend  and 
brother  Page.  Almost  invariably,  as  soon  as  he  walked  outside 
the  chapel,  the  devil  would  set  upon  him  to  take  from  him  the 
enjoyment  of  thpse  truths  he  had  so  sweetly  received,  and  to 
send  him  down  the  Grove  a  bruised  reed,  a  crushed  soul,  a 
broken  spirit,  yet  very  near  and  dear  to  his  God.  Not  long  ago 
he  was  seized  with  bronchitis,  a  short  illness,  yesterday  morning 
off  to  glory.  This  causes  me  to  sigh  to  be  after  him.  But  why 
do  I  speak  of  him  now  ?  Because  he  was  brought  to  my  mind 
by  this  urgent  request  of  the  Psalmist,  "  Wilt  thou  not  revive 
us  again  f  Lord,  Thou  hast  revived  us  within  these  walls  again 
and  again ;  but  before  Thy  servant  has  descended  these  pulpit 
stairs,  he  has  wanted  reviving  again.  And  some  of  you  mow 
what  it  is,  ere  you  leave  your  seats,  for  your  hearts  to  cry  and 
igh  to  your  God,  **  Wilt  Thou  not  revive  us  again?"  Yes,  I 
do  love  that  word  "  again.^*  It  meets  the  doubts,  fears,  anxieties, 
and  cares  which  the  weaklings  in  Zion  experience  in  their 
searchings  for  the  presence  and  preciousness  of  their  covenant 
God  in  Christ.  0,  to  think  how  often  we  appear  to  be  covered 
with  the  dust  of  this  miserable  world,  how  often  we  are  seeking 
for  comfort  and  happiness  which  can  onlv  last  for  a  little  time, 
and  are  forgetful  ot  those  imperishable  blessings  which  He  has 
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bestowed  upon  ub  ia  the  Son  of  Hie  love.  I  love  that  verse — 
which  you  will  find  toward  the  close  of  the  old  pilgrim's  Psalm, 
the  seventv-first — "  Thou,  which  hast  showed  me  great  and  sore 
troubles,  shalt  quicken  me  arain,  and  shalt  brine  me  up  again 
from  the  depths  of  the  earth. '  See !  Are  we  ^rgetfuf  of  the 
sweet  lessons  of  His  mercy  t  As  He  is  wont,  He  will  teach  us 
a^ain  (Mark  x.  1).  Are  we  broken  down,  and  in  ruins?  He 
will  build  us  up  again  ( Jer.  xxxi.  4^.  **  Wilt  Thou  not  revive  us 
again ;  that  Thy  people  may  rejoice  in  Thee !  "  There  is  no 
true  rejoicing  for  a  mourning  Zionite  apart  from  a  rejoicing  God. 
Then  we  come  to  the  desire  of  the  livmg  children,  "  Show  us 
Thy  mercy,  0  Lord,  and  grant  us  Thy  salvation."  We  now 
notice  a  gracious  resolve — 

"  I  wm  hear  what  God  the  LORD  will  speak."  Did  any  of 
you  come  here  this  morning  to  listen  to  a  poor  mortal !  If  so, 
you  will  be  miserably  disappointed.  But  there  may  be  the 
experience  of  disappointment  in  some  who  come  to  hear  what 
the  Lord  will  speak  to  them ;  nevertheless,  it  is  His  voice  alone 
which  can  speak  peace  and  comfort  to  the  hearts  of  His  people. 
Mark  that  word  "  hear:'  "  I  will  hear/'  It  has  to  do  with  the 
spiritual  apprehension  and  understanding  of  the  children  of  God. 
Ofttimes  when  faith,  hope,  and  love  have  taken  flight  feelingly 
and  experimentally,  a  good  understanding  in  the  fear  of  the 
Lord  is  our  strength  and  our  stability.  Turn  with  me  to  John 
iiL  8:  "  The  wind  bloweth  whdre  it  listeth,  and  thou  hearest 
the  sound  thereof."  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  did  not  refer 
to  feeUng  or  seeing  the  effects  of  the  wind,  but  to  /tearing 
tlie  sound.  I  believe  that  at  that  time  Jesus  was  closeted 
with  Nicodemus,  and  neither  of  them  could  feel  or  see  the 
effects  of  the  wind.  Jesus  directs  the  attention  of  Nicodemus 
to  the  sound  of  the  wind  outside,  and  from  this  metaphor  sets 
forth  the  work  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  heavenly  Wind,  the  Con- 
ductor of  the  joyful  sound  of  God's  Gospel  to  the  waiting  and 
wanting  hearts  of  His  eternally-loved  ones.  Now  look  at  John 
V.  24 :  "  He  that  heareth  My  wordy  and  believeth  on  Him  that 
sent  Me,  hath  everlasting  life."  Now  turn  to  Romans  x.  17  : 
"  So  then  faith  cometh  by  hearing,  and  hearing  by  the  Word  of 
God."  How  can  that  be  ?  I  cannot  say.  I  Imow  not  how,  but 
I  know  that  it  is  so.  Lazarus  was  dead  in  the  ffrave  when  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  cried  to  him,  "  Lazarus,  come  forth."  Reason 
may  inquire,  How  could  the  dead  hear?  I  answer,  I  don't 
faiow.  There  was  a  marvellous  mystery  in  that  act  of  Christy 
and  there  is  a  mvstery  of  grace  in  the  passing  from  death  unto 
life  of  every  chud  of  Goa  Tou  have  the  hearing  brought 
before  you  again  in  Eph.  i.  13 :  **  In  whom  ye  also  trusted,  after 
that  ve  heard  the  Word  of  truth,  the  Gospel  of  your  salvation; 
in  whom  also  after  that  ye  believed,  ye  were  sealed  with  that 
Holy  Spirit  of  promise."  "  I  will  hear."  There  is  a  waiting  for 
the  sound  of  His  voice  of  love,  and  for  the  words  of  grace  wnich 
fall  from  no  Ups  but  His.  .^tizedbyGooglc 
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**  He  will  speak  peace  unto  His  people."  That  is  what  I 
want.  Peace  based  upon  the  everlasting  covenant.  Peace 
flowing  through  precious  blood.  Peace  secured  bj^  the  obedience 
of  my  God  and  Saviour.  Peace  I  what  is  it  t  It  is  the  quietness, 
the  repose,  the  tranquility  of  God,  which  passeth  all  understand- 
ing, and  which  alone  can  keep  the  heart  and  mind  of  His  people 
in  the  knowledge  and  love  of  Him.  There  may  be  the  clash  of 
arms,  and  all  England  may  be  roused  to  the  assertion  of  its  honour 
and  dignity  by  terrible  news  from  Zululand ;  but  this  is  a  very 
small  matter  with  Him. 

"  Oni  lives  through  rarious  scenes  are  drawn, 
And  vexed  with  trifling  cares  ; 
While  Thine  eternal  thought  moves  on 
Thine  undisturbed  affairs." 

It  is  the  want  of  the  experience  of  this  that  brings  a  poor  sinner 
down  before  a  sovereign  God,  hoping  to  hear  Him  speakinj^  Hie 
own  sweet  peace  to  his  troubled  heart.  "  And  to  His  saints.*' 
His  chosen  ones,  for  whom  He  has  designs  of  mercy.  "  But  let 
them  not  turn  again  to  folly."  A  gracious  command,  obeyed  by 
gracious  power.  "Surely  His  salvation  is  nigh  them  that 
fear  Him.'  How  nigh  t  In  their  hearts.  You  see  here  God 
does  not  raise  a  very  high  standard.  He  does  not  speajc  of  those 
who  have  strong  faith  or  abiding  confidence  in  Him,  but  *'them 
that  fear  Him;  that  glory  may  owell  in  our  land."  What  land 
is  that  ?  If  your  mmds  run  to  that  narrow  strip  of  land  lying 
between  the  Jordan  and  the  Mediterranean,  you  will  see  Ichabod 
written  upon  every  nook  and  comer  thereof.  Th^  glory  is 
departed.  English  chaplains  may  be  found  ;  but  the  glory  of 
God's  Gospel  is  wanting.  What  land  is  this  with  which  we  have 
to  dot  It  is  the  spiritual  laud  of  Judah,  the  land  of  spiritual 
promise,  the  land  of  Divine  revelation,  the  land  of  covenant 
relationship,  where  "  Mercy  and  truth  are  met  together,  and 
righteousness  and  peace  have  kissed  each  other."    Justice  and 

Eeace  are  perfectfy  agreed  in  the  person  of  Christ,  and  in  the 
eaven-bom  experience  of  the  children  of  God.  "  Truth  shall 
spring  out  of  the  earth."  This  is  the  sinless  humanity  of  our 
blessed  Lord  and  Saviour,  the  fruit  of  the  earth,  which  is  excellent 
and  comely  (Isaiah  iv.  2).  "  And  righteousness  shall  look  down 
from  heaven.  Yea,  the  LORD  shall  give  that  which  is  good." 
Good  !  Where  is  it?  We  may  look  upon  earthly  things  which 
are  comparatively  good,  but  all  of  them  must  decay,  perish,  and 
pass  away.  No  truly  good  thing  can  be  found  aj^art  from  a 
covenant  God  in  Christ.  God's  good  thing  is  Chrifit  Himself. 
*'And  our  land  shall  yield  her  increase."  From  the  land  of 
Judah,  and  from  the  womb  of  a  lowly  maid  of  Judah,  the  God- 
Man  came  for  the  good,  the  glory,  and  the  eternal  excellency  of 
Zion,  and  *'  of  the  increase  of  His  government  there  shall  be  no 
end."    Now,  this  "  Good  "  is  evidently  a  person  from  the  words 
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of  the  text,  "  Righteousness  shall  go  before  Him ;  "  before  Him 
who  alooe  is  good  according  to  God's  estimate  of  goodness. 

Looking  at  mankind  in  the  light  of  Divine  inspiration,  we  maj 
well  ask  the  question,  Where  does  goodness  dwell  f  or  Where  is 
it  to  be  found  f    One  of  our  hymn  writers  says : — 

**  No  good  in  creatures  can  be  found, 
But  may  be  found  in  Thee." 

We  see  this  from  Psalm  liii.  1 — 3  :  **  Corrupt  are  they,  and  have 
done  abominable  iniquity :  there  is  none  that  doeth  good.  Gdd 
looked  down  from  heaven  upon  the  children  of  men,  to  see  if 
there  were  any  that  did  understand,  that  did  seek  God.  Every 
one  of  them  is  gone  back ;  they  are  altogether  become  filthy  ; 
there  is  none  that  doeth  good,  no,  not  one."  That  which  is 
good  is  not  to  be  found  among  the  fallen  sons  or  daughters  of 
Adam.  Look  at  them  in  their  persons.  *' The  whole  head  is 
sick,  and  the  whole  heart  faint.  From  the  sole  of  the  foot  even 
onto  the  head  there  is  no  soundness  in  it;  but  wounds,  and 
bruises,  and  putrifying  sores  "  (Isaiah  i.  5,  6).  Look  at  them  in 
their  thoughts  I  Every  imagination  of  the  thoughts  of  their 
heart  is  only  evil  continually  (Gen.  vi.  5).  Look  at  them  in 
whatever  Kght  we  will,  nothing  good  can  possibly  meet  our 
view.  But  as  I  have  said,  comparative  goodness  can  be  found. 
We  frequently  admire  and  wonder  at  the  exhibition  of  human 
goodness;  but  when  we  behold  it  in  the  light  of  infinite  purity 
and  Divine  excellency,  we  are  forced  to  the  question,  "  Where  is 
goodness  to  be  found  ?  "  Our  selfishness,  even  in  Divine  things, 
IS  sufiRcient  to  rink  our  souls  to  the  depths  of  never-ending: 
despair,  if  that  blessed  One  who  is  goodness  had  not  interposed 
on  our  behalf.  Truth  sprang  out  of  the  earth,  the  Lord  gave 
that  which  was  good,  our  land  yielded  its  increase  when  Christ 
appeared  upon  earth.  Now,  no  truth  can  spring  from  the  earthy 
jMirt  of  man,  neither  can  good  be  produced  m  the  ordinary  course 
of  generation.  When  truth  sprang  forth  from  the  earth,  it  was 
according  to  the  angel's  testimony  to  Mary,  **  The  Holy  Ghost 
shall  come  upon  thee,  and  the  power  of  the  Highest  shall  over- 
shadow thee :  therefore  also  tnat  Holy  Thing  " — ^here  we  have 
that  which  is  good — "  which  shall  be  bom  of  tnee  shall  be  called 
tiie  Son  of  God  "  (Luke  i.  35).  Good  was  Jesus  all  His  journey 
through.  He  was  good  in  Himself,  for  in  Him  was  no  sin  (1  John 
iii.  5).  He  was  good  in  His  acts,  for  He  did  no  sin  (1  Peter  ii. 
22).  He  was  good  in  His  associations,  for  He  was  separate  from 
sinners  (Heb.  vii  26).  He  was  holy,  harmless,  undefiled.  That 
which  is  ^ood  is  seen  alone  in  the  person  and  Work  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Chnst. 

''Righteousness  shall  go  before  Him."  Not  a  son  or  daughter 
of  Adam  can  stand  before  God  with  acceptance  on  the  ground 
of  personal  worth ;  therefore  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  came  into 
tins  world  perfectly  good  to  present  to  His  Father  a  righteous- 
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nese  perfectly  ^ood,  in  which  His  people  should  with  confidence 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  enioy  the  blessedness  of 
communion  with  the  Father,  Son,  ana  Holy  Ghost.  The 
Scriptures  of  truth  form  a  glorious  revelation  of  Christ  as  the 
nghteousness  of  God,  and  the  righteousness  of  His  people. 
Patriarchs,  priests,  and  prophets  went  before  Him  in  Old 
Testament  times  proclaiming  His  approach.  Types,  sacrifices, 
and  prophecies  witnessed  to  the  perfection  of  the  righteousness 
of  the  coming  One.  Righteousness  in  the  decrees  of  the  Father, 
in  His  sovereign  appointments,  went  before  Him,  proclaiming 
that  a  righteousness  for  God  and  for  elect  sinners  would  be 
found  in  Bis  doing  and  dying.  Yes,  blessed  be  God,  every  step 
of  His  earthly  pilgrimage,  every  sorrow  of  His  heart,  every  pain 
of  His  body,  every  wound  He  received  from  friends  and  foes,  all 
the  agony  and  bloody  sweat  endured  in  Gethsemane,  with  all 
the  darkness  and  desertion  experienced  by  His  sorrowing  spuit 
amid  the  wild  isolations  of  Calvary,  contributed  to  brin^  forth 
that  righteousness  which  had  gone  oefore  Him  in  predestinating 
decree  and  prophetic  declaration.    But  still  further — 

Righteousness  went  before  Him  in  the  person  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.  You  see  this  in  the  portion  I  have  before  quoted  (Luke 
i.  35).  The  Spirit  of  the  living  God  was  the  grand  Operator  in 
the  production  of  the  sacred  and  sinless  humanity  of  our  Lord. 
He  went  before  Him  to  make  a  way  for  the  bringinff  of  a  Clean 
Thing  out  of  an  unclean.  Paul  says,  "  Now  that  He  ascended 
what  is  it  but  that  He  also  descended  first  into  the  lower  parts 
of  the  earth  ?  "  (Eph.  iv.  9).  Where  is  that  ?  My  mind  runs  at 
once  to  that  chaste,  y^t  subUme,  declaration  in  England's  Te 
Deum,  "  When  Thou  tookest  upon  Thee  to  deliver  man,  Thou 
didst  not  abhor  the  Vir^'s  womb."  From  the  womb  of  a 
sinful  woman  a  sinless  man  was  brought  forth.  By  the  goin^ 
before  of  the  Holy  Ghost  He  was  so  conceived  that  He  coula 
contract  no  defilement,  receive  no  polluting  taint,  nor  see 
corruption.  From  Him  the  righteousness  of  God  and  of  God's 
elect  was  demanded.  God's  righteous  law,  His  inexorable 
justice.  His  unsullied  holiness,  and  unvarying  truth,  exact  from  all 
the  election  of  g^ace  an  obedience  without  flaw,  a  righteousness 
without  failure.  Where  is  it  to  be  found  ?  In  Christ  In  a 
perfect,  immaculate,  impeccable  body,  which  was  not  susceptible 
of  any  error  or  mistake.  He  had  ''  a  reasonable  soul  and  human 
flesh  subsisting,"  in  which,  from  the  crib  at  Bethlehem  to  the 
cross  on  Calvary,  He  wrought  out  a  glorious  righteousness  for 
His  people.  At  the  close  of  His  life  He  could  look  up  with  con- 
fidence mto  His  Father's  face,  and  say,  ''  I  have  glorified  Thee 
on  the  earth ;  I  have  finished  the  work  which  Thou  gavest  me 
to  do."  In  glorif^ng  His  Father  upon  earth,  and  finish- 
ing His  work  of  n&^hteousness,  the  people  of  His  choice  were 
saved  in  Himself  with  an  everlasting  salvation. 

Righteousness  I    What  is  itt    It  is  right  doing  and  right 
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ceasing  to  do.  It  is  working  and  ceasing  from  work  at  the 
right  time.  This  was  what  Jesus  the  Surety  ever  did. 
Righteousness  is  set  before  us  in  God's  blessed  Word  under  a 
variety  of  forms.  Sometimes  it  is  called  "  The  righteoumeBS  of 
God  J*  Why  t  Because  God  the  Father  demanded  and  designed 
it,  God  the  Son  accomplished  it  in  the  perfect  obedience  He 
rendered  to  the  Father  s  law,  and  God  the  Holy  Ghost  reveals, 
communicates,  and  applies  it  to  the  hearts  of  all  interested 
therein.  It  is  called  "The  righteousness  of  our  God  and 
Saviour'*  (2  Peter  i.  1),  because  in  His  perfect  conformity  to 
His  Father's  will  this  righteousness  is  fully  displayed.  It  is 
called  "  The  righteousness  of  the  law  "  (Rom.  viii.  4),  because 
the  law  demands  it  from  every  son  and  daughter  of  Adam,  and 
will  not  be  put  off  without  it.  It  is  called  "  The  righteousness 
of  faith  "  (Rom.  iv.  13),  because  faith  apprehends  it,  faith  enjoys 
it,  faith  delights  in  it,  and  stands  before  the  presence  of  God 
completely  wrapped  and  enveloped  in  it.  But  let  us  here 
inqmre — Whose  faith  is  this  t  Yours  and  mine  ?  Yes ;  but  not 
that  which  flows  from  our  wretched  fleshly  free-will.  It  is  ours, 
because  communicated  to  us  from  our  great  and  glorious  Head. 
I  love  to  dwell  upon  this  revelation  of  precious  faith  to  me,  and 
I  will  tell  you  why.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  egotistical,  but  when 
God  shuts  me  up  to  a  fact,  I  am  compelled  to  notice  and 
acknowledge  it.  Well,  I  must  confess  to  seeing  and  hearing 
very  little  of  a  true  exposition  of  what  saving  faith  is  in  the 
experiences  of  God's  children.  Thousands  are  contending  that 
righteousness  and  salvation  are  wholly  in  God's  hands,  but  faith 
is  wholly  in  the  hands  of  the  creature;  and  that  God  has 
bestowea  His  salvation  upon  us  unconditionally,  but  our  enjoy- 
ment and  comfort  depend  upon  our  management  and  exercise 
of  faith.  Such  an  arrangement  would  secure  the  eternal 
damnation  of  all  Adam's  posterity.  My  anxious  spirit  yearns  to 
apprehend  the  faith  of  a  covenant  God  in  Christ,  and  the  faith 
of  a  precious  Christ  in  God.  This  is  the  faith  of  the  living  Head 
which  animates  all  the  living  members.  It  mattei*s  not  how 
remote  in  feeling  the  member  may  be  from  the  Head,  **  Hke  pre- 
cious faith"  win  be  sure  to  reach  it.  This  is  the  confidence  of 
the  heavenly  Bridegroom  inspiring  His  bride.  When  I  am 
brought  into  the  experimental  possession  of  this  faith,  I  glory  in 
the  fact  that  the  Author  of  my  faith  is  the  Father  of  my 
righteousness,  and  that  He  is  God,  the  All  in  All  of  my  salva- 
tion. This  is  blessedly  revealed  to  us  throughout  the  Word  of 
God.  Turn  with  me  to  Romans  iii.  22 :  "  Even  the  righteous- 
ness of  God,  which  is  by  faith  of  Jesus  Christ  unto  all  and  upon 
all  them  that  believe."  Is  righteousness  ours  ?  Christ  wrought 
it  out.  Is  faith  ours!  Christ  wrought  it  in.  The  whole 
election  of  grace  must  have  both  the  one  and  the  other. 

"  Since  'tis  Thy  work  alone, 
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$tq}B  of  ChrUfs  rigJUeousnesB  are  a  way  in  which  His  P^op/^  «Aatt 
walk.  "  For  even  hereunto  were  ye  called,  because  Uhrist  also 
suffered  for  us,  leaving  us  an  example,  that  ye  should  follow  Bis 
steps  "  (1  Peter  ii.  21).  We  can  find  no  true  example  but  that 
of  Christ.  Here  we  will  look  at  this  in  the  light  of  God's 
righteous  dealings  with  His  creatures.  His  righteous  decrees 
have  gone  before  Him  in  all  His  acts  of  grace.  "  The  LORD  is 
righteous  in  all  His  ways,  and  holy  in  all  His  works "  (Psalm 
c3v.  17).  Righteous  when  He  gives  to  one  and  withholds  from 
another ;  yes,  and  righteous,  too,  when  He  takes  from  one  that 
which  He  he  has  so  lovingly  and  liberally  bestowed.  He  is 
righteous  when,  with  a  clean  sweep  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye, 
He  takes  away  hundreds  and  thousands  from  the  face  of  the  earth, 
some  to  bask  in  His  glory,  and  othera  to  wither  beneath  His 
frown.  He  is  righteous  when  He  gives  pledges  and  tokens  of 
fond  affection  in  the  treasures  of  our  hearts,  whom  He  gathers 
around  our  knees,  and  also  when  He  takes  them  home  to  Him- 
self to  be  free  from  sin,  and  care,  and  sorrow.  He  was  righteous 
yesterday  when  He  called  to  see  our  friend  and  brother  Marsden, 
gave  him  a  glimpse  of  His  glory,  freed  him  from  a  body  of  sin 
and  suffering,  and  conveyed  his  ransomed  spirit  to  the  home  of 
the  glorified.  There  he  is  "  lost  in  Godhead,  love,  and  blood,'* 
experiences  the  fulness  of  joy  in  the  presence  of  his  God,  and 
shall  bask  in  bliss  and  blessedness,  without  intermission,  through- 
out the  never-ending  ages  of  eternity. 

May  the  Lord  add  His  blessing  for  His  name's  sake.    Amen. 


HYMN. 

How  safe  the  state  of  God's  elect ! 
Taught,  bj  JEHOVAH,  to  expect 

The  glory  He  prepares; 
In  Christ  they  live,  in  Him  they  die, 
And  harps,  and  crowns,  and  bliss  on  high, 

Shall  be  for  ever  theirs. 

This  is  their  long-expected  end, 
The  king  of  terrors  is  their  friend, 

For  Christ  removM  his  sting. 
Deliver'd  from  this  vale  of  tears, 
Rais*d  up  where  Christ  Himself  appears, 

They  shall  in  glory  sing. 

The  Church  laments  a  brother  gone. 
While  he  appears  before  the  throne, 

Made  white  by  precious  blood  : 
No  more  by  sin  and  sorrow  pain*d, 
All  he  expected  here  is  gain  d 

In  glory  with  his  God. 

By  faith  we  wo^uld  his  mansion  view, 
And  still  our  heaven-bound  course  pursue, 

In  spite  of  earth  and  hell: 
Expecting  to  be  welcomed  home. 
Where  sins  and  foes  can  never  come, 

And  there  in  gloiy  dwell. 

JoflEPU  Iboks. 
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%   Sermon 

PBEiCHED  IN  ObOVE  ChAPEL,   CaHBERWBLI.,  ON  BUNDAT  MOBNINO, 
FlBRDART  2SBD,   1679,  BT 

THOMAS  BRADBURY. 


'•  For  where  two  or  three  are  gathered  together   in  My  name,  there  am  I  in 
the  midst  of  them."— Matt,  xriii.  20. 

AVERY  blessed  and  enoouraging  promise  from  the  lips  and 
heart  of  Him  who  never  yet  failed  in  the  accomplisnment 
of  any  one  thing  which  He  has  spoken  by  the  power  of  His 
Spirit  to  the  heart  of  His  child.  Every  word  which  flowed  from 
His  lips  is  faithful  and  true.  Faithful  to  the  Father  who 
entrusted  Him  with,  the  promise  in  covenant  before  creation's 
dawn,  and  faithful  to  the  cnild  for  whom  the  promise  was  received 
from  the  hands  of  the  Father.  It  is  of  God's  mercy  we  know 
that  there  is  not  a  blessing  we  possess,  nor  a  promise  brought 
home  to  our  hearts  by  the  sovereign  power  of  God  the  Holy 
Ghost,  but  the  same  was  secured  to  \is  in  the  person  of  the  Surety 
of  ^e  covenant  from  before  all  worlds.  It  is  ours  for  a  short 
time  to  look  at  the  cii*cumstances  which  called  forth  this  promise 
from  the  faithful  heart  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  We  find  in 
the  preceding  part  of  the  chapter  the  narration  of  incidents 
full  of  sweet  mstruction  and  humbling  power  to  those  who  are 
brought  into  blessed  and  hallowed  association  with  the  Saviour 
of  sinners.  Here  you  will  see  that  in  themselves  the  disciples 
were  no  better  than  others.  They,  according  to  the  declaration 
of  Paul  and  Barnabas  to  the  idolaters  at  Lystra,  were  men  of 
Uke  passioiis  with  the  rest  of  mankind  (Acts  xiv.  15).  Now  axid 
again  strife  and  contention  broke  Out  amongst  the  apostles  as  to 
who  should  be  considered  the  ^eatest;  who  should  have  the  first 
place,  and  who  should  be  the  highest  in  Christ's  esteem.  In  our 
oays  we  detect  much  of  this  spirit.  Many  wish  to  appear  the  most 
useful,  some  love  to  be  coDsidered  the  most  deeply  taught,  while 
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others  seek  to  appear  the  most  highly  favoured.  You  may  de- 
pend upon  it,  we  are  not  ignorant  of  Satan's  devices,  for  he 
enters  the  pulpit  and  puflFs  up  the  preacher  with  the  fleshly  idea 
that  by  a  feat  of  memory,  or  the  narration  of  a  rich  bit  of 
experience  which  he  has  treasured  up,  he  is  able  to  make  an  eflFect 
before  the  people.  I  know  something  of  this,  but  my  God  in 
His  infinite  mercy  and  grace  strips  me  of  all  such  folly,  and 
teaches  me  not  to  seek  my  own  glory,  but  His;  not  my  own  good, 
but  that  of  His  people,  that  by  His  testimony  His  bruised 
and  broken-hearted  children  may  experience  a  gracious  lift  out 
of  themselves  and  out  of  their  wretched  surroundings.  Thus 
taught,  in  the  infirmities,  weaknesses,  and  waverings  of  the 
preacher,  the  people  behold  their  own,  and  by  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  are  brought  to  participate  with  him  in  the  rich  and 
magnanimous  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Look  at  the  commencement  of  the  chapter.  The  disciples 
came  to  Jesus,  saying,  "Who  is  the  greatest  in  the  kingdom  of 
heaven?  "  If  self  was  not  pre-eminent,  why  should  they  ask  such 
a  question  as  that?  Jesus  had  told  them  beforetime  who  it  was 
that  was  the  greatest  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  The  least  and 
the  greatest  was,  and  is.  His  adorable  Self.  See  Matt,  xi  11,  and 
Luke  xxii.  27:  '^And  Jesus  called  a  little  child  unto  Him,  and 
set  him  in  the  midst  of  them,  and  said,  Verily  I  say  unto  you. 
Except  ye  be  converted,  and  become  as  little  children,  ye  shall 
not  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven.*'  Who  was  He  speaking 
to?  Not  to  the  multitude,  not  to  the  unregenerate,  not  to  those 
who  were  unacquainted  with  Him;  but  to  those  in  asssociation 
with  Him,  to  His  own  disciples.  Were  these  not  in  the  kingdom? 
Certainly  they  were,  but  not  in  the  spiritual  apprehension  of  it, 
and  as  8tssuredly  as  I  am  in  the  kingdom,  I  shall  have  to  enter  it 
again  and  again.  How  is  this?  See  John  x.  9 :  "I  am  the  Door: 
by  Me  if  any  man  will  enter  in,  he  shall  be  saved,  and  shall  go  in 
and  out,  and  find  pasture."  There  you  have  a  going  in  and 
^ing  out.  If  I  have  entered  once,  I  must  enter  again  and  again 
feelingly  and  experimentally.  It  was  evident  from  the  spirit 
manifested  in  the  question  asked  by  the  disciples  that  they  were 
not  then  feelingly,  experimentallv,  and  intelhgently  in  the  king- 
dom. Well  might  He  answer  them,  ^^  Except  ye  be  converted.^' 
Not  regenerated.  This  they  were.  "Except  ye  be  converted, 
and  become  as  little  children."  0  my  dear  friends,  we  little 
know  what  power,  majesty,  dignity,  and  glory  appears  in  a 
saint  when  he  stands  before  the  Church  as  a  little  child,  as 
nothing  in  himself.  And  what  a  pitiable  object  a  saint  is  when 
left  to  assert  himself,  and  to  make  a  display  of  his  fleshly  dignity. 
Look  at  vourself,  say  you.  Well,  you  may  depend  upon  it,  I  am 
taking  Thomas  into  account.  I  know  somethmg  of  these  things 
in  the  bitterness  of  my  soul,  therefore  I  speak. 

The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  proceeds,  and  says,  "Woe  unto  the 
world  because  of  offences!  for  it  must  needs  be  that  offences 
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come;  but  woe  to  that  man  by  whom  the  oflTence  cometh  1 "  He 
warns  the  offenders  and  persecutors  of  His  little  ones,  those  who 
would  hurt,  injure,  or  destroy  the  peace  of  God's  poor,  tried,  and 
tempted  children.  Again  ife  says,  "Take  heed  that  ye  demise 
not  one  of  these  little  ones;  for  I  say  unto  you,  That  in  heaven 
their  angels  do  always  behold  the  face  of  My  Father  which  is 
in  heaven."  "  Their  angels/^  A  marvellous  escort  and  convoy 
for  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  all  the  way  through  the  land  of 
the  enemy  to  that  glory-land  which  He  has  prepared  for  them. 
His  covenant  care  over  the  stray  lambs  and  sheep  of  His  flock  is 
shown  in  that  short  account  of  the  Shepherd  seeking,  finding, 
and  saving  the  lost  one.  Here  we  see  where  the  mind  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  especially  fixed — even  upon  the  weak, 
the  wavering,  and  the  wandering.  Let  me  ask  you  who 
are  fathers  and  mothers,  Which  child  do  you  love  the  most 
this  morning?  It  is  that  one  whose  weakness  you  can  feel  the 
most,  whose  failings  concern  you  the  most,  who  stands  most  in 
need  of  your  counsel,  guidance,  and  support.  The  great,  the 
good,  the  gentle  Shepherd  of  His  flock  ever  has  respect  to  the 
weak,  the  wavering,  and  the  wandering  in  His  fold,  and,  blessings 
on  His  name.  He  will  not  let  one  of  them  perish. 

He  proceeds  to  give  His  disciples  counsel.  "K  thy  brother 
shall  trespass  against  thee,  go  and  tell  him  his  fault  between 
thee  and  him  alone;  if  he  shall  hear  thee,  thou  hast  gained  thy 
brother."  That  is  a  bit  of  salutory  advice.  Has  thy  brother 
exhibited  anything  against  thee  in  spirit,  word,  or  deed?  To 
whom  are  you  apt  to  speak  first  concerning  it?  Some  one 
behind  hie  back,  and  not  to  one  before  his  face,  let  alone  to  him- 
self. The  Master's  counsel  is  according  to  the  strength  which  He 
imparts,  and,  you  know,  "  I  can  do  all  things  throuffh  Christ 
which  strengthenethme"  (Phil.  iv.  13);  so  that  lam  able  to  look 
my  friend  or  my  brother  in  the  face  and  tell  him  his  fault 
between  him  and  me.  "But  if  he  will  not  hear  thee,  then  take 
with  thee  one  or  two  more,  that  in  the  mouth  of  two  or  three 
witnesses,  every  word  may  be  established.  And  if  he  shall 
neglect  to  hear  them,  tell  it  unto  the  Church  ;  but  if  he  neglect 
to  hear  the  Church,  let  him  be  unto  thee  as  an  heathen  man 
and  a  publican."  That  is,  let  him  be  treated  as  such  in  respect 
to  Church  fellowship ;  for  such  a  man,  acting  contrary  to  the 
spirit  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  has  no  claim  upon  the  notice  of 
the  gathered  ones,  no  right  to  be  foimd  in  the  communities  of 
the  saints.  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  still  further  enforces  the 
neceflsity  for  separating  refractory  members  from  the  Church 
by  declaring  Heaven's  sanction  upon  the  act :  "  Verily,  I  say 
unto  you.  Whatsoever  ye  shall  bind  on  earth  shall  be  bound  in 
heaven  :  and  whatsoever  ye  shall  loose  on  earth  shall  be  loosed 
in  heaven."  The  acts  of  the  members  upon  earth,  performed  in 
the  name  and  spirit  of  the  Head,  are  confirmed  by  Him  in  glory. 
Papists  and  others  take  this  portion  to  refer  to  thedr.  solemn 
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conclaves  and  councils  in  connection  with  their  hateful  con»- 
federacies ;  but  the  child  of  God  discerns  the  gracious  presence 
of  His  living  Head  with  the  gathered  members  wherever  they 
be.  *'  Again  I  say  unto  you,  That  if  two  of  you  shall  agree  on 
earth  as  touching  anything  that  they  shall  ask,  it  shall  be  done 
for  them  of  My  Father  which  is  in  heaven."  I  like  that — *'  It 
shall  be  done  for  themJ^  They  are  not  to  ask  for  grace  to  enable 
them  to  do  it,  for  if  they  thought  they  did  it,  they  would  be  proud 
of  their  doing.  Elect  ones  are  to  ask  in  their  petitions  according 
to  the  faithful  promise  of  the  faithful  Promiser;  then,  anything 
they  shall  ask,  it  shall  be  done  for  them  by  the  Father  and  the 
Son  (John  xiv.  13,  14).  The  languaffe  of  the  text  refers  not 
simply  to  the  gathering  together  of  tne  Church  in  judgment 
upon  an  uuriily  member  to  declare  him  "  as  an  heathen  man 
and  a  publican,"  but  to  the  gatherings  of  the  saints  to  worship : 
*'  For  where  two  or  three  are  gathered  together  in  My  name, 
there  am  I  in  the  midst  of  them."  It  is  our  privilege  for  a  short 
time  to  consider  the  various  points  which  appear  to  me  to  stand 
forth  from  this  precious  portion  of  God's  most  Holy  Word. 

I. — The  place — "  For  where." 

n. — The  persons — "  Two  or  three." 

III. — The  PRrvn^EGE — *'  Are  gathered." 

IV. — The  perfection — "  Together." 

v.— The  power — "  In  My  name." 

VI. — The  presence — "  There  am  I  in  the  midst  of  them." 

I. — The  place — "  For  where."  Can  you  tell  me  the  place 
where  men  ought  to  worship  ?  You  see  our  blessed  Lord,  in 
His  conversation  with  the  Samaritan  woman,  leads  her  mind 
away  altogether  from  earthly  associations  and  circumscribed 
places,  from  all  spots  consecrated  by  the  acts,  doings,  ceremonies, 
and  services  of  men.  After  He  had  opened  up  the  very  secrets 
of  her  heart,  "  The  woman  saith  unto  Him,  Sir,  I  perceive  that 
Thou  art  a  prophet.  Our  fathers  worshipped  in  this  mountain ; 
and  ye  say,  that  in  Jerusalem  is  the  place  where  men  ought  to 
worship.  Jesus  saith  unto  her.  Woman,  believe  Me."  Why  did 
He  asK  her  to  believe  Him  ?  Because  He  knew  how  strong 
were  the  Jewish  and  Samaritan  prejudices  in  respect  to  their 
earthly  fanes.  He  said,  "  Woman,  believe  Me,  the  hour  cometh, 
when  ye  shall  neither  in  this  mountain,  nor  yet  at  Jerusalem, 
worship  the  feather.  Ye  worship  ye  know  not  what,  we  know 
what  we  worship ;  for  salvation  is  of  the  Jews.  But  the  hour 
cometh,  and  now  is,  when  the  true  worshippers  shall  worship 
the  Father  in  spirit  and  in  truth ;  for  the  Father  seeketh  such 
to  worship  Him."  Blessed  and  glorious  truth!  0  my  dear 
friends,  true  and  spiritual  worship  is  not  confined  to  any  spot 
upon  God's  earth.  The  Papist  may  point  to  his  mass  house 
and  to  St.  Peter's  at  Rome,  the  Churchman  may  point  to  St. 
Paul's  or  to  his  pckrish  church,  the  Dissenter  may  point  to  his 
temple,  tabernacle,  or  pretty  chapel ;  but,  mark  you,  God  will 
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teach  His  own  spiritual  worshippers  that  He  will  not  be  restricted 
by  them,  or  dictated  to  bv  them  as  to  the  place  where  He  will 
open  up  to  them  the  riches  of  His  love,  His  forgiving  mercy, 
His  justifying  grace,  and  His  regenerating  power.  Has  He  not 
proved  this  to  me  a^in  and  a^in  1  Ay,  indeed  and  in  truth 
He  has.  It  was  so  this  morning  oefore  I  came  here.  I  took  up 
a  letter,  written  some  time  ago  by  our  now  glorified  friend  and 
brother  Marsden,  and  in  reading  it  experienced  a  season  of 
heartfelt  worship  with  melting  and  humbling  power,  which 
caused  my  heart  to  bow  in  awe  and  adoration  where  no  eye 
bit  His  could  see  me.  Yes,  my  heart  was  melted  into  oneness 
with  the  spirit  of  our  glorified  friend,  and  bowed  with  him 
where  ransomed  spirits  love  to  meet,  before  the  throne  within 
the  veil. 

'*  Where  ?  "  Go  through  God  s  blessed  Word,  and  you  will 
find  in  the  experience  of  God's  children,  and  by  the  predestina- 
ting appointment  of  their  God,  that  He  has  His  own  places  for 
them  to  meet  together,  in  wliich  they  must  worship  Him  in 
spirit  and  in  truth.  Look  at  the  first  spot  of  His  appointing, 
where  true  spiritual  worship  ascended  up  to  Him.  It  was  at 
the  East  of  the  garden  of  Eden,  where  the  guilty  pair  oflFeredthe 
sacrifice  of  God's  providing,  and  through  its  glorious  antitype 
found  sweet  acceptance  with  Him.  Go  through  the  whole  of 
the  book  of  Genesis,  and  you  will  there  see  that  JEHOVAH'S 

Elace  of  worship  was  under  the  open  canopy  of  heaven,  not 
ounded  by  walls,  nor  circumscribed  by  man's  dedication. 
Come  to  the  book  of  Exodus.  Israel's  place  for  worship,  after 
the  accomplishment  of  redemption,  was  the  wilderness  shore 
of  the  Red  Sea,  where  songs  of  victory  and  exultation  over 
enemies  defeated  ascended  to  God.  You  will  find  oftentimes  in 
the  experience  of  Old  Testament  saints,  that  the  tabernacle  and 
the  temple  were  ignored  by  God,  and  passed  by  altogether, 
while  He  took  His  loved  ones  outside  tne  camp,  beyond  the 
habitations  or  the  haunts  of  men,  to  hold  communion  with  them, 
or  to  draw  out  their  souls  in  prayer  and  praise  to  Him.  In  the 
belly  of  the  fish  Jonah  found  a  place  of  worship.  Isaac  went 
out  into  the  fields  at  eventide  to  meditate,  or,  as  you  read  in 
the  margin,  ^' to  pray ^  Jeremiah,  in  the  low  dungeon,  breathed 
out  his  soul  to  the  God  of  all  his  mercies.  Again  and  again  we 
find  this  in  the  New  Testament  Scriptures.  The  place  of  worship 
and  the  spot  honoured  and  hallowed  by  the  presence  of  God  is 
not  one  made  with  hands,  as  we  see  in  the  case  of  John  in  the 
lonely  seagirt  isle  of  Patmos.  He  was  not  privileged  with  the 
company  and  communion  of  even  two  or  three,  but  alone  with 
his  God  and  Saviour  he  worshipped  and  adored.  A^ain,  I  ask, 
where  is  God  worshipped  and  glorified?  He  will  provide  a  place 
of  worship  for  His  child  wherever  and  whenever  He  creates  a 
worshipping  spirit.  Nathanael  under  the  fig-tree.  The  disciples 
on  Tabor  were  overcome  with  rapture.    Peter  on  the  housetop 
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at  Joppa  was  blessed  with  a  wondrous  revelation  of  his 
Master  s  mind  and  will.  Paul  tells  us,  whether  in  the  body  or 
out  of  the  body  he  could  not  tell,  but  we  may  depend  upon  it, 
that  he  received  the  gracious  revelations  of  JEHOVAH  without 
the  aid  of  either  tabernacle  services  or  synagogue  appliances. 
It  was  in  the  heavenlies  he  was  blessed  with  the  dear  presence 
of  his  Lord  and  obtained  a  gracious  lift  out  of  himself,  and 
out  of  his  wretched  Judaizing  surroundings. 

It  is  no  mean  mercy  to  know  what  this  means :  ^'  If  the  Son 
therefore  shall  make  you  free,  ye  shall  be  free  indeed"  (John  viii. 
36) ;  and  also  that  which  you  find  in  2  Cor.  iii.  17  :  *^  Now  the 
Lord  is  that  Spirit,  and  where  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is,  there  is 
liberty."  0  my  dear  friends,  it  is  of  God's  rich  grace  that  a 
child  of  His  can  breathe  freely  with  all  denominational  distinc- 
tions and  all  sectarian  barriers  broken  down  and  swept  away. 
Here  he  is  raised  together  with  Christ  high  above  these  childish 
things,  and  with  the  eye  of  faith  he  takes  a  clean  sweep  through 
time,  and  through  the  things  of  time  and  sense,  piercing  the 
veil  of  mystery  which  hides  yonder  heavenly  land  from  these 
lower  scenes  of  night.     There  he  sees  before  the  throne  the 

glorified  spirit  of  Samuel  Waldegrave,  the  late  Bishop  of 
irlisle,  who  was  a  truly  godly  man.  With  him  is  Toplady, 
Hawker,  Parks,  and  West.  Shall  I  restrict  heaven  to  Church- 
men ?  Never.  We  look,  and  we  see  in  the  same  company,  a 
Gktdsby,  a  Wells,  a  Philpot,  and  a  Foreman.  These,  with  all 
their  foibles  which  separated  them  from  each  other  here,  are 
now  gloriously  one  in  spirit.  One  Object  meets  their  adoring 
gaze,  fills  their  hearts  with  love,  and  causes  their  glorified  spirits 
to  bound  with  unceasing  praise  before  the  throne.  Shall  we 
stop  here  ?  No !  For  there  we  see  Huntington,  Irons,  Triggs, 
ana  Silver,  and  others  who  were  near  and  dear  to  their  Lord 
while  here  upon  earth,  but  whom  no  mortal  could  describe.  From 
whence  came  they  ?  From  the  Church  ?  From  the  Baptists  t 
From  the  Independents ?  No  1  But  '*  These  are  they  which  came 
out  of  great  tribulation  " — ^it  matters  not  to  whom  they  belonged 
down  here — **and  have  washed  their  robes  and  made  them  white 
in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.  Therefore  are  they  before  the  throne 
of  God,  and  serve  Him  day  and  night  in  His  temple;  and  He 
that  sitteth  on  the  throne  shall  dwell  among  them  "  (Rev.  vii. 
14,  15).  Is  there  a  spiritual  desire  and  determination  in  you  ta 
be  there?  Is  your  desire  because  heaven  is  your  Father's 
house,  and  your  determination  because  it  is  the  home  of  your 
heart?  Can  you  sing  iwith  the  spirit  and  the  understanding 
also — 

*'  I  bare  a  home  aboTe, 

From  sin  and  sorrow  free  ; 
A  mansion  which  eternal  love 
Designed  and  formed  for  me  ?  '* — 

Then  there  you  must  go,  there  you  must  stand,  and  as  you  enjoy 
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the  sweet  foretaste  of  the  spiritnal  and  heavenly  worship  of 
the  glorified,  you  will  know  nothing  of  sects,  distinctions,  isms, 
and  schisms.  All  these  a  covenant  God  ignores  as  He  sends  forth 
His  glorious  truth  from  the  exercised  heart  of  His  own  sent  ser- 
vant, by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  to  the  waiting  hearts  of 
His  eternally-loved  and  dearly-bought  children. 

"  Where  ?  "  That  is  the  place  which  is  most  like  heaven  down 
here.  Where  is  it  ?  It  is  wherever  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  has 
revealed  Himself  to  my  heart  in  His  beauty,  blessedness,  and 
bounty.  It  is  the  spot  where  I  have  forgotten  my  wretched  self, 
a  tempting  devil,  my  gloomjr  forebodings,  cares,  and  fears.  It 
is  where  Christ  to  my  heart  is  All  in  all,  and  I  obtain  a  blessed 
view  of  His  person,  a  vital  interest  in  His  performances,  and  the 
sweet  experience  of  His  exceeding  great  and  precious  promises. 
Here  my  yearning  spirit  cries,  O  Lord,  take  me  home  now.  Do 
not  let  me  go  out  into  this  wretched  world  again, — 

"  Let  me  be  with  Thee  where  Thou  art, 
Thine  unyeiled  glory  to  behold  ; 
Then  only  will  this  wandering  heart 
Cease  to  be  false  to  Thee,  and  cold. 

Let  me  be  with  Thee  where  Thou'art, 
Where  spotless  saints  Thy  name  adore  : 

Then  only  will  this  sinful  heart 
Be  evil  and  defiled  no  more." 

Such  is  the  longing  and  desire  of  our  hearts  in  those  very  spots 
where  a  precious  Christ  reveals  Himself  to  us,  and  over  which 
our  memories  fondly  linger. 

IL — The  persons — *'  Two  or  three."  He  does  not  say,  two 
or  three  thousands,  or  two  or  three  hundreds,  or  two  or  three 
scores.  No.  He  sa^s,  ^*  two  or  three.''  Just*  notice  that 
precious  declaration  m  Isaiah  xxviii.  12,  which  proves  that 
God*s  children  are  not  gathered  together  in  shoals.  Men  may 
talk  and  boast  of  their  great  revival  meetings,  but  you  may  rest 
assured  that  in  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  cases  out  of  every 
thousand,  these  revivals  are  no  more  than  spasmodic  outbursts 
of  hvpocrisy  and  fleshly  free-will  fervour.  May  God  in  His 
infimte  mercy  and  goodness  ever  keep  me  from  all  such  ptou« 
profanation  of  His  name  and  power.  Yet  I  do  thank  His 
gracious  Majesty  that  He  has  been  pleased  to  bless  me  now  and 
again  with  a  little  reviving  in  my  bondage.  But  look  at  that 
declaration  of  God  by  Isaiah  :  '*  And  ye  shall  be  gathered  one  by 
cne."  This  was  the  experience  of  the  Israel  of  God  all  through 
the  history  of  the  Old  Testament  Church.  Multitudes  met 
together  at  the  three  yearly  feasts  in  Jerusalem,  yet  we  may 
well  ask  the  question,  How  many  poor  and  needy,  tried  and 
tempted,  sin-sick  and  sorrowful  ones  were  found  amongst  them  I 
Mars  this  I  God*s  written  Word  is  remarkable  for  its  brevity, 
and  for  the  paucity  of  the  number  of  those  persons  described 
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therein  who  are  brought  to  a  spiritual  knowledge  and  appreciar 
tion  of  ite  sacred  contents* 

"  Two  or  three.'^  We  will  now  look  at  some  of  the  twos  and 
threes  of  the  Book.  That  is  a  precious  narrative  given  in  Luke 
xxiv.,  where  two  loved  disciples  of  Jesus  journeyed  to  a  place 
called  Emmaus.  While  they  talked  together  of  the  things  that  had 
happened,  Jesus  Himself  drew  near.  There  is  marvellous  mercy 
and  precious  sympathy  manifested  in  this  act  of  Jesus.  The 
conversation  of  the  two  sprang  from  their  ignorance,  doubt,  and 
unbelief,  and  yet  "  Jesus  Himself  drew  near  and  went  with 
them."  This  is  something  to  cheer  up  poor  doubting  souls  who 
ma^  be  (questioning  the  very  life  of  God  in  them,  and  who  may 
be  mquinng  whether  the  contents  of  God's  blessed  Book  is  true 
for  them  or  not.  The  fleshly  doubts  and  carnal  reasonings  of 
the  two  disciples  were  stopped  short  by  a  question  from  the 
mysterious  Stranger:  "  What  manner  of  communications  are 
these  that  ye  have  one  to  another,  as  ye  walk,  and  are  sad  ?  " 
They  then  unfolded  to  Him  their  doubts  and  sorrows.  From 
the  Scriptures  of  truth  He  opened  up  to  them  the  provisions  of 
His  Father's  covenant,  the  perfection  of  His  salvation,  and  the 
power  of  His  resurrection.  While  He  talked  to  them  and  tarried 
with  them.  He  ceased  to  be  seen  of  them.  Then  "  they  said  one 
to  another,  Did  not  our  heart  bum  within  us  while  He  talked 
with  us  by  the  way,  and  while  He  opened  to  us  the  Scriptures?  " 
Ah,  my  dear  friends,  oftentimes  has  my  young  heart  been  moved 
with  sweet  delight  as  I  have  visited,  in  meditation's  fertile 
regions,  the  scenes  where  Jonathan  and  David  mingled  their 
tears,  blended  their  hopes,  and  like  two  doves  were  lost  in  each 
other's  love.  In  life  they  were  one,  and  in  death  they  were  not 
divided.  Interchanges  of  sorrow  and  of  joy  they  experienced. 
United  together  in  the  bonds  of  covenant  love,  they  enjoyed 
precious  communion  and  sweet  intercourse  together  in  the  things 
of  God. 

Now  1  wish  you  to  notice  the  nature  of  our  Saviour's  ministry 
as  set  forth  in  the  Gospel  by  John.  Turn  to  chapter  i.  36  :  John, 
looking  upon  Jesus  as  He  walked,  said,  '*  Behold  the  Lamb  of 
God.  And  the  two  disciples  heard  Him  speak,  and  they  followed 
Jesus.  One  of  the  two  was  Andrew,  Simon  Peter's  brother. 
He  first  findeth  his  own  brother  Simon,  and  brought  him  to 
Jesus.  Jesus  findeth  Philip,  and  Philip  findeth  Nathanael." 
Here  you  see  one,  and  two,  and  three  in  blessed  association  with 
the  lonely  Saviour.  If  you  will  make  this  Gospel  of  John  a  study, 
you  will  see  how  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  gathered  His  scattered 
and  isolated  ones  to  Himself.  In  the  third  chapter  you  see  the 
solitary  Nicodemus  alone  with  Jesus.  In  the  fourth  chapter  a 
solitary  woman  with  the  weary  Saviour  at  the  well.  In  the  fifth 
chapter  the  solitary  impotent  man  in  the  midst  of  a  crowd 
accosted  and  healed  by  the  good  Ph^ician.  In  the  ei^htii 
chapter  a  solitary  sinful  woman  alone  with  Jesus.    In  the  nittth 
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chiqpter  the  solitary  bUnd  man  associated  with  Christ.  So  all 
throtieh  this  blessed  Gospel  yon  will  seetJeens,  not  calling 
crowds,  but  individual  souls  into  fellowship  with  Himself.  This 
leads  us  to  see,  as  we  contemplate  this  precious  fact,  that  it  is 
not  to  multitudes  assembled  together  in  one  plaoe,  but  to  the  twos 
and  threes  that  Jesus  is  pleased  to  reveal  Himself  in  His  grace 
and  glory.  But  though  the  promise  is  to  "  two  or  three  "  in 
association,  it  is  not  denied  to  httle  ones  in  isolation.  Sometimes 
JEHOVAH  is  pleased,  in  His  gracious  and  predestinating  pro- 
vidence, to  isolate  a  child  of  His  from  the  rest  of  mankind,  and 
bring  him  into  spots  where  His  personal  promises  are  precious 
indeed.  See  how  He  gives  promise  after  promise,  not  in  the  plural 
number,  but  in  the  singular.  Turn  to  Genesis  xxviii.  15 :  "  And, 
behold,  I  am  with  thee,  and  will  keep  thee  in  all  places  whither 
fHOU  goest,  and  will  bring  thee  again  into  this  land :  for  I  will  not 
leave  thee,  until  I  have  done  that  which  I  have  spoken  to  thee 
of.'*  Look  at  that  precious  one  in  Exodus  xxiii  20 :  '*  Behold,  I 
send  an  An^l  before  thee,  to  keep  thee  in  the  way,  and  to 
bring  THEE  into  the  place  which  I  have  prepared.*'  You  see 
this  again  in  Isaiah  xlin.  1 — 3 :  *'  Fear  not ;  fori  have  redeemed 
THEB,  1  have  called  thee  by  thy  name ;  thou  art  Mine.  When 
THOU  passest  through  the  waters,  I  will  be  with  thbe  ;  and 
through  the  rivers,  thej  shall  not  overflow  THEE :  when  THOU 
walkeet  through  the  fire,  THOU  shalt  not  be  burned ;  neither 
shall  the  flame  kindle  upon  theb.  For  I  am  the  LORD  thy 
GJod,  the  Holy  One  of  Israel,  thy  Saviour." 

"  Two  or  thne''  See  I  Three  in  Nebuchadnezzar's  seven- 
times  heated  furnace ;  but  the  Son  of  God  was  there  (Daniel  iii. 
ti).  Two  in  prison,  Paul  and  Silas;  but  He  who  inhabitest  the 
prmeies  of  Israel  left  them  not  (Acts  xvi.  25).  One  in  the  lions' 
den,  but  the  ANGEL  JEHOVAH  forsook  not  Daniel  (chap.  vi. 
22).  One  before  Nero  the  persecutor  at  Rome.  Paul  could  say, 
"  At  ravfirsl  answernoman  stood  with  me;  but  all  men  forsook  me; 
notwitnstanding,  the  Lord  stood  with  me,  and  strengthened  me; 
that  by  me  the  preaching  might  be  fully  known,  and  that  all  the 
Gentites  might  hear :  and  I  was  delivered  out  of  the  mouth  of  the 
lion,"  You  may  ransack  God's  Word  through,  and  you  will  find 
that  in  a  multiplicity  of  cases  the  gracious  and  spiritual  revelation 
of  a  covenant  God  in  Christ  was  to  the  few,  or  to  isolated,  solitary, 
or  lonely  souls.  This  yields  a  little  comfort  and  consolation  to 
those  wno  are  called  to  stand  up  and  preach  sometimes,  when 
their  fleshly  natures  have  expected  crowds  to  hang  upon  their 
lips  and  listen  to  what  may  have  been  anxiously  arranged  and 
prepared.  But  God  will  teach  His  own  sent  ones  that  His 
promise  is  to  two  or  three.  Well,  it  is  a  marvellous  mercy  to 
experience  gracious  disappointments  at  His  hands.  I  know  what 
this  means,  for  sometimes  He  does  give  me  to  enjoy  the  light  of 
His  countenance,  the  love  of  His  heart,  imd  the  life  fie  has 
{n*omased  in  Hie  everlasting  covenant  of  grace,  when  very  few 
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are  present.  That  is  a  very  precious  word  of  enoouragement 
given  to  Israel  by  Israel's  covenant  God  in  Isaiah  xli.  13,  14 : 
"  For  I  the  LORD  thy  God  will  hold  thy  right  hand,  saying 
unto  THEE,  Fear  not,  I  will  help  thee.  Fear  not,  thou  worm 
Jacob,  and  J^f^  men  of  Israel  (margin);  I  will  help  THEE, 
saith  the  LORD,  and  thy  Redeemer,  the  Holy  One  of  Israel." 
Turn  to  Luke  xii.  32 :  ''  Fear  not,  little  flock."  Always  a  littie 
flock  in  the  wilderness.  This  reminds  me  of  a  precious  sermon 
upon  this  promise  by  the  late  valiant  Rector  of  Openshaw, 
WilUam  Parks,  divided  thus :  "  God's  PEOPLE  FEW,  THEm  pears 

MANY,  AND  THEHl  PROSPECTS  BLESSED." 

III. — The  PRrnLEGE — "  Are  gathered."  Now,  I  thank  God 
because  He  does  not  say  "  gather^^'  but  "  are  gatheredr  His 
people  are  scattered  and  peeled,  and  it  is  His  to  gather  and  heal 
them.  This  word  ^^  gathered  "  is  the  cause  of  great  comfort  luid 
consolation  to  my  own  soul,  yet  it  is  the  cause  of  confusion  to 
all  fleshly  free-willers.  The  word  is  intensely  passive.  If  the 
twos  and  threes  are  gathered^  there  must  of  necessity  be  a 
Gatherer.  Who  is  He  ?  The  Gatherer  in  this  dispensation  of 
grace  is  God  the  Holy  Ghost.  All  assemblies,  meetings,  associa^ 
tions,  conferences,  and  gathering  begin,  continue,  and  end  in 
the  flesh  without  the  grace,  guidance,  and  power  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  and  the  presence  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Notice  the 
charactei*  of  the  gathered  ones.  Job  tells  us,  "  The  rich  man 
shall  Ue  down,  but  he  shall  not  be  gathered  "  (chap,  xxvii.  19). 
This  leads  our  mind  at  once  to  the  declaration  ot  the  Saviour 
to  the  angel  of  the  Church  of  the  Laodiceans :  '*  Because  thou 
sayest,  I  am  rich,  and  increased  with  goods,  and  have  need  of 
nothing ;  and  knowest  not  that  thou  art  wretched,  and  miserable, 
and  poor,  and  blind,  and  naked."  Such  are  loathed  by  G»d. 
The  rich  man  knows  nothing  of  the  gathering  power  of  the 
blessed  Spirit.  God's  own  cmldren  who  are  nch  in  their  own 
conceit,  and,  according  to  their  own  vain  notions,  are  in  advance 
of  their  fellows  in  experience)  shall  be  stripped  of  their'conceit, 
wisdom,  righteousness,  and  strength,  and,  as  poor  vile  sinners 
saved  by  sovereign  grace,  they  shall  rejoice  in  the  gathering 
power  of  the  arm  of  the  Good  Shepherd.  Look  at  that  precious 
promise  in  Isa.  xl.  11 :  ''He  shall  feed  His  flock  like  a shep^herd ; 
He  shall  gather  the  lambs  with  His  arniy  and  carry  them  in  His 
bosom,  and  shall  gently  lead  those  that  are  with  young."  What 
is  meant  by  His  arm  ?  It  is  His  power,  and  we  cannot  graciously 
know  His  power  independently  of  His  love. 

"  His  lore  is  as  great  as  His  power, 

And  neither  knows  measure  nor  end/' 

The  Good  Shepherd's  long,  strong,  powerful  arm  of  love 
shall  reach  every  feeble  lamb  and  wandering  sheep  in  the 
wilderness ;  it  mattera  not  how  far  in  sin  and  transgression  they 
may  have  wandered,  or  how  fearfully  they  may  have  rebelled 
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agaiust  the  authority  of  their  covenant  God  in  Christ,  they  must 
be  gathered.  The  characteristics  of  the  gathered  are  set  forth 
in  Micah  iv.  (> :  **  In  that  day,  saith  the  LORD,  will  I  assemble 
her  that  halteth,  and  /  will  gather  Iier  that  is  driven  oiU,  and  her 
that  I  have  affltctedJ*^  Come  with  me  and  look  at  that  glorious 
new  covenant  declaration  in  Zeph.  iii.  18,  19 :  "  /  unU  aather 
them  that  are  sorrowful  for  the  solemn  assembly/'  God's  K&tnered 
ones  are  those  who  sorrow  over  sin,  the  temptations  of  the  devil, 
indwelling  corruption,  the  deceitfulness  of  the  heart,  and  the  ten 
thousand  evils  they  experience  in  and  around  them  day  by  day. 
"  I  will  gather  them  that  are  sorrowful  for  the  solemn  assembly, 
who  are  of  thee,  to  whom  the  reproach  of  it  was  a  burden  ;** 
or,  as  you  read  in  the  margin,  "  to  whom  the  burden  uvon  it  was 
a  reproach.'^*  And  you  may  depend  upon  it,  the  buraen  of  sin, 
sorrow,  grief,  and  anxiety  experienced  dv  the  children  of  God  is 
a  reproach  in  the  eyes  of  the  proud  worldlings.  '^  Behold,  at  that 
time  I  will  undo  all  that  afflict  thee,  and  I  will  save  her  that 
halteth,  and  gather  her  that  was  driven  out ;  and  I  will  get  them 
praise  and  fame  in  every  land  where  they  have  been  put  to 
shame.''     The  place  of  their  shame  shall  be  the  place  oi  their 

flory.  The  place  of  their  sin  shall  be  the  place  of  their  salvation, 
he  place  of  their  necessity  shall  be  the  place  of  their  prosperity^ 
The  place  of  their  weakness  shall  be  the  place  for  the  exhibition 
of  His  power.  To  Jesus  shall  the  gathering  of  the  elect  people 
be  (Gen.  xlix.  10). 

IV. — The  perfection — "Together."  That  is  a  precious 
word  when  seen  by  the  illuminating  grace  of  God  the  Holy- 
Ghost,  expressing  union  to  the  Lord  J  esus  Christ.  I  shall  quote 
but  one  portion  upon  this  point,  which  you  will  find  in  Eph.  ii. 
4 — 6 :  "  But  Goo,  who  is  rich  in  mercy,  for  His  great 
love  wherewith  He  hath  loved  us,  even  when  we  were 
dead  in  sins,  hath  quickened  us  TOGETHER  with  Christ,  and 
hath  raised  us  up  TOGETHER,  and  made  us  sit  TOGETEmR  in 
heavenly  places  in  Christ  Jesus."  Together  with  Christ. 
Whent  Together  with  Him  in  covenant  before  the  worlds 
were  framed.  Together  with  Him  during  His  sojourn  here 
upon  eai'th.  Together  with  Him  in  His  obedience  and  death. 
Together  with  Him  in  resurrection  -  gloiy  and  power. 
Together  with  Him  in  the  presence  of  the  Father  perfectly 
accepted  of  Him.  Together  with  Him  as  the  member  is  one 
with  the  Head,  for  "  He  that  is  joined  unto  the  Lord  is  spirituallv 
one  with  Him  "  (1  Cor.  vi.  17).  United  to  Christ  the  Head  aU 
the   elect,  redeemed,   and  living  members  are  blessed  with 

3dritual  fellowship,  communion,  intercourse,  and  identity.  Aa 
e  is,  so  are  they.  Where  He  is,  so  are  thev.  He,  the  Head, 
came  down  to  the  spot  of  His  members'  sin,  that  He  might  raise 
them  up  to  the  height  of  His  righteousness.  He  came  down  to 
all  their  need  and  necessity  that  He  might  raise  them  to  aU  that 
folness  of  grace  and  glory  which  the  Father  had  secured  in  Him 
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for  them.  He  came  down  to  their  shame  and  disgrace  that  they 
might  be  associated  with  Him  in  the  kingdom  of  the  Father 
throughout  the  countless  ages  of  eternity.  What  a  glorious 
mercy  it  is  to  know  and  feel  this,  this  covenant  bond  which 
knits  our  hearts  together,  this  fire  of  eternal  love  which  melts  us 
down  at  the  footstool  of  sovereign  mei-cy,  giving  us  to  glory  and 
delight  in  the  imperishable  fact  that  we  are  eternally  associated 
together  with  our  great  and  glorious  Head.  Gathered  together 
"with  Him  here,  to  be  gathered  together  with  Him  in  glory. 

V. — The  power — "  In  My  name."  There  is  glorious 
irresistible  power  in  the  name  of  Jesus.  It  was  the  experience 
of  this  which  caused  Newton  to  sing, — 

*'  How  Bweet  the  name  of  Jesus  sounds 
In  a  believer's  ear ! 
It  soothes  his  sorrows,  heals  his  wounds. 
And  drives  away  his  fear." 

What  is  in  a  name  ?  There  is  everything  good  in  this  name. 
If  your  name  has  gone  down  in  the  market,  if  disgrace  and 
dishonour  are  stamped  iipon  it,  you  cannot  get  a  sensible  man 
to  do  business  with  you.  x  our  name  and  mine  have  gone  down 
in  the  spiritual  market.  We  have  no  standing  or  right  there. 
We  are  utterly  bankrupt,  without  a  penny  to  present  before  the 
presence  of  Infinite  Excellency  whereby  to  gain  favour  or 
acceptance  with  Him.  How  then  can  we  obtain  access  to,  and 
acceptance  with,  the  God  of  all  grace  ?  Only  by  the  gathering 
power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  to  the  name  of  Jesus.  That  is  the 
name  which  stands  good  in  the  courts  of  heaven,  ay,  and  upon 
earth  wherever  God  s  elect  and  redeemed  people  are  gathered 
together. 

What  is  in  this  name  f 

Salvation.  See  Matt.  i.  21 :  "  Thou  shalt  call  His  name 
JESUS,  for  He  shall  save  His  people  from  their  sins."  Now 
turn  to  Acts  iv.  12  :  "  Neither  is  there  salvation  in  any  other : 
for  there  is  none  other  name  under  heaven  given  among  men, 
whereby  we  must  be  saved." 

Life.  Turn  to  John  xx.  31 :  "  But  these  are  written,  that 
ye  might  believe  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  God ;  and 
that  believing  ye  might  have  life  through  His  name."  There 
is  no  Ufe  in  the  Church,  no  life  in  the  pastor,  no  life  in  the 
preaching,  no  life  in  the  services,  if  the  name,  the  person,  the 
preciousness,  and  the  power  of  Jesus  be  not  there.  Not  only 
salvation  and  Ufe,  but 

Remission  op  sins.  Peter  stood  up  before  the  hoiisehold  of 
'Cornelius  and  declared  this  glorious  truth:  "  To  Him  give  all  the 
prophets  witness,  that  through  HIS  NAME  whosoever beKeveth 
m  Him  shall  receive  remission  of  sins  "  (Acts  x.  43).  No  remis- 
sion of  sins  but  in  His  name  whose  blood  and  obedience  speaks 
in  heaven's  high  court  for  us.  In  that  all-prevailing  name  we 
find 
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Answers  to  prater.  Yes,  answers  to  our  supplications, 
answers  to  our  sighs  for  mercy,  answers  to  the  pouring  out  of 
broken  hearts  beK)re  the  sacred  Majesty  of  heaven.  See  John 
xiv. :  "  And  whatsoever  ye  shall  ask  in  MY  NAME,  that  will  I 
do,  that  the  Father  may  be  glorified  in  the  Son.  If  ye  shall 
ask  anything  in  MY  NAME,  I  will  do  it."  Do  I  pray  for  the 
pardon  of  my  sins  ?  In  His  own  name^  and  in  His  own  good 
time  He  blesses  me  with  it,  and  sometimes  He  keeps  me  waiting 
for  it.  I  cry.  Lord,  give  me  a  little  respite  from  Satan's  tempta- 
tions and  from  the  seethings  and  surgings  of  internal  corruptions. 
He  reveals  to  me  the  preciousness  of  His  name,  and  peace 
unspeakable  is  mine.  What  more  do  you  want  t  I  will  tell 
you.  Come  along  to  Mark  xvi.  17,  18,  where  you  will  see  a 
glorious  display  of  Gospel  liberty.     Here  you  have 

Spiritual  privileges  and  immunities.  ''  And  these  signs 
nhall  follow  them  that  believe :  in  MY  NAME  shall  thev  cast 
out  devils ;  they  shall  speak  with  new  tongues ;  they  shall  take 
up  serpents ;  and  if  they  drink  any  deadly  thing,  it  shall  not 
hurt  them ;  they  shall  lay  hands  on  the  sick,  and  they  shall 
recover."  Can  you  find  any  Church,  sect,  or  party  in  the  known 
world  where  these  things  are  wrought  before  the  gaze  of  men  ? 
No  !  But  they  are  gloriously  true  in  the  spiritual  experience  of 
the  children  of  God.  Turn  to  1  Cor.  v.  4,  5,  where  you  see  the 
name  of  Jesus  is  a 

Power  in  weakness.  "  In  THE  NAME  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Chi-ist,  when  ye  are  gathered  together,  and  my  spirit,  with  the 
power  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  to  deliver  such  an  one  unto 
Satan  for  the  destruction  of  the  flesh,  that  the  spirit  may  be 
saved  in  the  day  of  Jesus  Christ."  You  see  the  name  of  Jesus 
is  the  centre  to  which  all  the  saints  are  gathered  together  by  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  whether  for  worship  or  work,  delight 
or  discipline.  You  may  depend  upon  it,  when  the  saints  are 
brought  to  the  feet  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  if  they  have  any- 
thing to  say  against  a  fallen  brother,  or  to  a  weak  member  of 
the  one  body,  they  will  say  it  in  His  spirit,  and  not  in  their  own. 
Come  now  to  Phil.  ii.  9 — 11,  where  you  find  the  name  of  Jesus 
will  command 

Universal  homage.  Christ  is  the  centre  of  the  Church's 
adoration  and  of  the  world's  awe.  See  I  "  Wherefore  God 
also  hath  highly  exalted  Him,  and  given  Him  A  NAME  which 
is  above  everv  name ;  that  at  THE  NAME  OF  JESUS  every 
knee  should  bow,  of  things  in  heaven,  and  things  in  earth,  and 
things  under  the  earth :  and  that  every  tongue  should  confess 
that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father." 

I  must  now  stop.  God  helping  us  next  Sunday  morning,  we 
will  look  at  Him  as  He  appears  in  the  midst  of  His  people 
wherever  they  are  gathered  together. 

May  He  add  His  blessing  for  His  name's  sake.    Amen. 
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Before  we  sepamte,  allow  me  to  say  that  on  Thursday  last  it 
was  my  privilege  to  follow  to  the  grave  the  mortal  remains  of 
our  glorified  brother,  Robson  Marsden.  We  committed  his  body 
*'  to  the  dust  in  sure  and  certain  hope  *'  of  his  standing  among 
the  redeemed  in  that  glorious  day  when  all  the  members  of  our 
Lord's  body  shall  be  presented  by  Him  to  the  Father  without 
spot,  wrinkle,  or  any  such  thing.  I  do  not  intend  to  say 
anything  further  respecting  him ;  but  crave  your  indulgence 
while  I  read  to  you  a  letter  I  received  from  him  some  time 
ago,  which  will  give  you  some  idea  of  his  whereabout  in  Divine 
and  spiritual  realities : — 

23,  Lansdowne  Place,  South  Larabeth,  Jan.  26,  1877. 

My  Dear  Minister  of  the  Everlasting  GtOSpel  of  God,— Pilmm 
weary,  worn,  and  worried.  Chaste  virgin  to  the  everlasting  Son  of  &od, 
having  had  a  sight,  or  touch  by  faith  of  His  most  precious  blood,  the  most 
precious  thing  in  heaven.  So  costly,  as  to  the  value,  it  would  purge,  if  put  to 
tl)«ir  account,  the  devil  and  all  the  lost  in  hell.     But  it  is  not. 

(I  cannot  help  believing  so.) 

Oh !  to  be  a  virgin  to  Jesus  Christ !  How  superbly  glorious  to  be  saved 
by  His  invaluable  blood-shedding,  and  to  have  His  righteousness  put  on  by 
the  Holy  Ghost.  Made  pure  and  safe  by  the  precious  blood  of  the  Son  of 
God.     I  like  those  lines  of  the  poet, — 


"  Dear  dying  Lamb,  Thy  precious  blood 
Shall  never  lose  its  power, 
Till  all  the  ransom'd  Church  of  God 
Be  saved  to  sin  no  more." 

Such  safety  have  all  the  virgins  of  Christ.  O  that  I  was  one,  I  have  been 
longing,  and  saying  for  man^  years  these  lines.  I  found  them  in  a  book  over 
twenty  years  ago.    They  suited  me  then.    They  suit  me  now. 

•*  When,  when  will  that  blest  hour  arrive 
When  Thou  wilt  kindly  deign 
With  me  to  sit,  to  lodge,  to  live, 
And  never  part  again  ? 

For  that  blest  hour  I  sigh  and  pant 

With  wishes  warm  and  strong ; 
And,  dearest  Lord,  lest  those  should  faint, 

O  do  not  tarry  long." 

Dear  minister,  if  you  did  but  know  my  sins  and  wickedness,  you  would 
tell  me,  or  send  word,  that  I  was  never  to  enter  your  chapel  again.  In  fact, 
to  tell  you  the  truth,  when  I  was  told  that  you  wanted  to  speak  to  me  the  first 
time,  I  dared  not  come.  I  am  sorry  that  I  sit  in  so  conspicuous  a  place  in  the 
chapel. 

The  Almighty  once  let  me  see  by  a  dream  that  my  tongue  was  the  most 
filthy  rottenness,  and  indescribable  corruption.  6  ray  wretched  state. 
I  think  I  must  be  given  over  to  Satan  for  the  destruction  of  the  flesh. 
I  often  wonder  how  much  a  man  may  know  of  the  plan  of  salvation  and  the 
glorious  doctrines  of  the  Gospel,  and  be  lost  at  last.  Solemn  thought !  I 
thank  Orod  I  have  heard  you  preach  many  times  to  my  joy  and  comfort.  You 
have  helped  me  very  much.  I  should  like  to  thank  God— not  you— for 
sending  and  teaching  you  to  say  so  much  to  my  happiness.  It  is  God  only 
who  can  make  a  minister  a  blessing  to  anyone.  I  rejoice  to  hear  that  your 
sermons  are  going  to  be  published,  and  hope  you  will  be  compelled  by  the 
Holy  One  to  preach  all  those  that  you  have  preached  in  London  over  again, 
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except  those  that  are  in  print.  If  you  please,  the  others  too,  for  I  am  one  of 
those  who  believe  that  a  minister  of  God  never  preaches  a  sermon  in  vain. 
Possibly  the  one  sitting  on  the  steps,  or  one  standmg  listening  at  the  door 
gets  the  greatest  blessing. 

I  am  tired  of  scrawling.  I  wish  I  could  talk  to  you,  but  cannot  unless  put 
in  tune  by  that  lovely  One.  I  cannot  help  now  wishing  that  He  would  kiss 
me  with  the  kisses  of  His  mouth,  it  would  make  me  rapturous  with  delight, 
or,  rather,  it  would  put  all  my  bones  into  joint,  and  I  should  walk  firmly.  I 
should  want  to  hold  Him  and  never  let  Him  depart.  I  do  most  sincerely  hope 
you  have  had  a  visit  from  Him  one  way  or  other  since  you  left  London.  I 
must  stop,  dear  minister.  I  am  weary  of  my  sins,  and  am  worn,  worried,  and 
perplexed  with  the  many  gospels  and  false  doctrines  of  men  that  are  trying  to 
seduce  us  from  our  virginity  in  Christ.  We  cry,  Dear  Lamb  of  God,  do  not 
allow  any  to  touch  us,  no,  do  not  let  them  come  near  us.  Thou  art  our  God 
and  our  Husband.  Do  keep  us  as  the  apple  of  Thine  eye.  Do  deliver  us 
from  ourselves  and  from  all  false  teachers.  Let  only  Thy  Molv  Spirit  teach 
us,  for  it  is  written  in  the  prophets  that  all  virgins  shall  be  taught  of  the  Lord. 
Then  do  teach  us  Thyself.  Do  Thou  mould  us  according  to  Thy  good 
pleasure.  Be  Thou  our  Potter,  for  we  desire  to  be  as  clay  in  Thy  Almighty 
hands.  Deliver  us  from  our  lying  lips  and  deceitful  tongue.  Do  make  me 
speak  the  truth,  and  do  not  let  me  exaggerate  at  all. 

I  heard  Mr.  Thorpe  Smith  on  Tuesday  night.  I  do  like  him  very  much. 
I  hope  you  are  improved  in  health.  I  hope  you  are  deriving  benefit ;  do 
stop  another  week.  May  the  Lord  bless  and  strengthen  you  in  the  inner 
man  in  standing  up  to  declare  His  Gospel. 

L  am. 

Dear  Minister, 

Yours, 

R.  Marsden. 


THE     MASTER    AT    HOME. 

And  art  Thou  gone  where  all  is  light, 
Blest  Savioar  !  passed  from  mortal  sight 

To  Thine  own  native  air  ! 
Where  no  defiling  thing  can  come, 
Where  nature  cannot  find  a  borne, 

Nor  flesh  an  entrance  dare  ? 

Amen !  our  hearts  respond  and  raise 
Their  hallelajah  notes  of  praise, 

Though  stUl  on  earth  we  roam  ! 
To  Thee  'tis  joy  !— to  us  not  grief : 
Not  sev'rance  from  Thee,  but  relief, 

That  glory  is  Thy  home  I 

We  love  Thy  footsteps  here  to  trace, 
The  gloiy,  beauty,  and  the  grace 

Of  all  Thy  walk  of  love : 
Dear  memories ! — but  would  we  detain 
Thee  here  below,  for  any  gain 

Thy  company  would  prove  ? 
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with  contentious  disciples,  then  He  reckons  up  oflFenders,  then 
He  j)atiently  deals  with  His  refractory  disciples,  and  instructs 
the  injured  how  to  deal  with  such.  "  Moreover,  if  thy  brother 
shall  trespass  against  thee,  go  and  tell  him  his  fault  between 
thee  and  him  alone  :  if  he  diall  hear  thee,  thou  hast  gained  thy 
brother.  But  if  he  will  not  hear  thee,  then  take  with  thee  one 
or  two  more,  that  in  the  mouth  of  two  or  three  witnesses  every 
word  may  be  estabUshed.  And  if  he  shall  neglect  to  hear  them, 
tell  it  imto  the  Church : "  the  gathered  ones,  those  gathered  by 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  in  the  name,  power,  and  spirit  of 
Jesus.  That  is  the  ri^ht  spot  to  deal  with  oflFending  brethren. 
If  we  cannot  deal  with  tnem  there,  we  had  better  keep  our 
mouths  closed  concerning  them.  If  we  attempt  to  deal  with 
such  in  our  own  fleshly  spirit,  condemnation  in  tne  court  of  con- 
science will  be  sure  to  be  ours.  **  But  if  he  neglect  to  hear  the 
Church,  let  him  be  unto  thee  as  an  heathen  man  and  a  pubUcan." 
Such  shall  dwell  in  a  dry  land,  being  rebellious  agamst  God, 
his  brother,  and  his  gathered  brethren.  He  shall  be  cut  oflF  from 
fellowship  and  communion  with  the  people  of  God.  But  look ! 
"  Again  I  say  unto  you.  That  if  two  of  you  shall  agree  on  earth 
as  touching  anything  that  they  shall  ask,  it  shall  be  done  for 
them  of  My  Father  which  is  in  heaven.  For  where  two  or 
three  are  gathered  together  in  my  name,  there  am  I  in  the 
midst  of  them." 

It  was  our  lot  last  Sunday  morning  to  lopk  at  this  precious 
portion  after  the  following  divisions : — 

I. — The  place — •'  For  where." 

II. — The  persons — "  Two  or  three." 

III. — The  prfvtlege — "  Are  gathered." 

IV. — The  perfection—"  Together." 

V. — The  po\ver — "  In  My  name." 

VI. — The  presence — *^  There  am  I  in  the  midst  of  them." 

It  was  an  utter  impossibility  to  touch  upon  the  last 
division,  or  for  me  to  speak  out  that  which  God  had  graciously 
given  me  to  know  and  feel  at  that  time  in  connection  with  this 
exceeding  great  and  precious  promise.  I  told  you,  that  if 
spared  until  this  morning,  we  would,  in  humble  dependence 
upon  the  guidance  and  teaching  of  God  the  ever-blessed  Spirit, 
look  at  this  last  division, — 

VI. — The  presence — "  There  am  I  in  the  midst  of  them." 

This  will  bring  us  again  to  take  into  some  Kttle  consideration 
the  first  heading,  Where  ?  The  Jews  would  point  to  the  temple 
at  Jerusalem,  a  temple  erected  according  to  God's  design,  whose 
worship  was  according  to  His  laws  and  commands.  Yet  that 
temple  was  razed  to  its  foundations,  crumbled  to  dust,  and  the 
exact  spot  where  it  once  stood  in  all  its  grandeur  and  glory  is 
unknown  to  man  at  the  present  time.  The  Popish  Pagan  will 
point  to  the  gorgeous  temple  at  Rome,  erected  as  the  centre  of 
a  Paganised  Christianity,  and  insist  that  true  worship  flows  alone 
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from  there.  Tea,  he  declares  that  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  the 
Sovereign  and  Universal  PontiflF  is  only  known  in  the  person  of 
the  Pope  and  those  whom  he  gathers  around  him  to  issue  laws 
for  the  government  and  ^idance  of  the  Church  upon  earth. 
The  Churchman  points  to  his  parish  church,  and  the  Dissenter, 
who  stands  hig:h  m  his  own  estimation,  because  of  his  dissent, 
may  point  to  his  chapel  or  meeting  house,  while  others,  styled 
Brethren,  may  pride  themselves  in  their  upper  rooms ;  but  all 
this  is  earthly.  May  the  Lord  graciously  keep  me  out  of  all 
those  places  where  superiority  is  aimed  at.  Precise  and  per- 
tinacious Brethren  remind  me  of  those  who  cried,  *^I  of  Christ,"  ^ 
while  they  were  as  deep  in  their  fleshly  mud  as  those  were  in  the 
mire,  who  cried,  "I  am  of  Paul;  and  I  of  ApoUos;  and  I  of 
Cephas"  (1  Cor.  i.  12).  Our  blessed  Lord  counsels  us  to  beUeve 
those  not  who  are  ever  crying,  ^*  Lo,  here  is  Christ."  Mark  you  1 
A  sovereign  God  requires  not  any  to  go  about  crying.  He  is  here, 
or,  He  is  there.  If  His  presence  is  graciously  vouchsafed,  and 
His  love  be  shed  abroad  m  the  heart  of  an  elect  and  redeemed 
sinner,  He  will  not  be  hid,  and  there  will  be  no  necessity  for 
him  to  hawk  about  his  graces  to  prove  his  discipleship.  When 
the  love  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  is  experienced,  as  we  hold  sweet 
converse  with  weary  and  wayworn  pilgrims,  it  matters  not  what 
sect  or  denomination  they  may  belong  to,  the  presence  and 

{)reciousness  of  the  Master  will  be  sure  to  appear.  If  it  is  my 
ot  to  spend  a  quiet  five  minutes  in  some  retired  nook  or  comer, 
alone  with  two  or  three  of  my  Lord's  brethren,  to  dwell  upon  a 
Spirit-wrought  experience  in  my  heart,  there,  the  reaUty  of  this 
covenant  promise  must  be  verified.  If  it  is  my  lot  to  sit  and 
sigh  in  loneliness  and  isolation  apart  from  all  but  Him,  and  these 
words  of  grace  are  accompanied  with  almighty  power  to  my 
heart,  giving  to  me  the  spiritual  heartburn,  and  tears  ^^hich  none 
can  see  but  Himself,  surely  He  must  be  in  the  place,  making  it  to 
me  the  house  of  my  God  and  the  gate  of  heaven.  In  the 
enjoyment  of  the  fulfilment  of  this  gracious  promise  there  is  no 
necessity  for  so-called  consecration,  no  room  for  confederacies 
according  to  human  devices,  or  political  Church  associations. 
Christendom  is  eaten  up  with  this  wretched  fleshly  rubbish, 
which  is  nothing  but  a  stench  in  the  nostrils  of  a  covenant  God, 
who  has  declared  that  all  such  confederacies  and  associations 
shall  be  broken  to  pieces  (Isa.  viii.  9 — 15).  I  thank  God,  that 
it  is  all  of  His  grace  that  I  have  been  kept  from  being  confederate 
with  any  sect,  clique,  denomination,  or  party,  and  have  been 
placed  here  as  pastor  of  His  Church  in  Grove  chapel,  dependent 
upon  Him,  but  mdependent  of  all  outsiders ;  yet,  mark  you,  with 
a  heart  yearning  with  affection  toward  all  who  are  spiritually 
one  with  Him,  whether  they  be  Churchmen,  Bctptists, 
Independents,  or  Non-descripts.  Those  who  are  loved  and  elect 
by  God  the  Father,  redeemed  by  the  precious  blood  of  Christ, 
and  regenerated  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  ekveHailrfellows' 
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weli-met  with  me,  whatever  may  be  their  outward  badge  or 
peculiarities. 

Notice  His  presence,  "  There  am  /."  Good  old  John  Newton 
and  Cowper,  with  a  few  of  the  living  family  at  Olney,  ofttimes 
met  togetner  on  what  Church  people  call  unconsecrated  ground, 
but  which  was  truly  consecrated  by  the  presence  of  the  Shepherd 
and  Bishop  of  souls.  For  these  gatherings  Cowper  composed  a 
hymn,  which,  we  may  rest  assured,  the  gathered  few  would  sing 
with  the  spirit  and  with  the  understandmg  also : — 

"  Jesus,  where'er  Thy  people  meet, 
There  they  behold  Thy  mercy-seat ; 
Where'er  they  seek  Thee,  Thou  art  found, 
And  every  place  is  hallow*d  ground. 

For  Thou,  within  no  walls  confin'd, 
Inhabitest  the  humble  mind ; 
Such  ever  bring  Thee  where  they  come, 
And  going,  take  Thee  to  their  home." 

I  Hke  that,  and  I  will  tell  you  why.  It  is  a  glorious  truth  for  us  to 
know  when  Satan  chased  Adam  and  Eve  behind  the  trees  of 
the  garden,  he  could  not  chase  them  away  from  God.  Nebu- 
chadnezzar might  cast  the  three  Hebrew  children  into  the 
burning  fiery  furnace,  yet  they  took  their  God  along  with  them. 
When  the  trembling  mariners  took  up  doubting,  disobedient 
Jonah  and  pitched  him  into  the  sea,  his  God  accompanied  him  to 
the  depths,  to  the  weeds,  to  the  belly  of  hell.  There  poor 
Jonah  had  to  cry  out  from  the  place  of  worship  providea  for 
him  by  his  longnsufiering  and  gracious  God.  You  may  depend 
upon  it,  there  never  was  such  a  place  of  worship  before  orsmce. 
Here  he  cries,  "  I  am  cast  out  of  Thy  sight ;  yet  I  will  look 
again  toward  Thy  holy  temple  "  (Jonah  ii.  4).  So  it  is  ofttimes 
with  God's  poor  children  now,  cast  out,  but  not  cast  away  from 
Him  who  loves  them  as  He  loves  Himself.  Was  Paul  cast  into 
prison?  His  God,  his  Christ,  forsook  him  not  (2  Tim.  iv,  16 — 
18).  Was  John  banished  to  work  in  the  mercury  mines  of  the 
sea-girt  isle  of  Patmos  1  He  heard  a  voice  behind  him  on  the 
Loras-day;  he  turned  to  see  the  Voice,  the'  eternal  Word  of 
God :  **  And  being  turned,  he  saw  seven  golden  candlesticks ; 
and  in  the  midst  of  the  seven  golden  candlesticks  one  like  unto 
the  Son  of  Man,  clothed  with  a  garment  down  to  the  foot,  and 
girt  about  the  paps  with  a  golden  ffirdle  "  (Rev.  i.  9 — ^20).     A 

glorious  description  is  given  of  John's  faithful  Friend  and 
ompanion,  whom  he  had  ofttimes  seen  before,  whose  words  of 
grace  had  inspired  him  with  confidence,  and  whose  looks  of 
love  revived  and  cheered  his  adoring  heart.  Now  he  fell  at  His 
feet  as  dead,  so  overwhelming  wm  the  sight  of  His  glorious 
purity.  Three  hundred  years  ago  our  martyred  Protestant 
forefathers  went  joyfully  to  prison,  the  stake,  and  the  block, 
upheld  and  carried  by  their  faithful  God.  You  see  this  again  in 
the  case  of  the  persecuted  Covenanters  who  were^ chased  and 
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hounded  on  the  heaths  and  moors  of  Scotland  by  the  dragoons 
of  Claverhonse,  but  never  chased  from  Him  they  loved.  We 
may  look  through  the  whole  history  of  the  people  of  God  from 
Adam's  day  to  the  present,  and  in  the  darkest  times  behold  this 
blessed  truth  shining  forth — "  there  am  I  in  the  midst  of  them." 
That  is  a  pleasing  mcident  recorded  in  the  life  of  Ignatius  of 
Antioch,  when  threatened  with  death  by  his  Roman  persecutor 
if  he  denied  not  (Christ  as  his  God.  The  hoary-headed  disciple 
of  Jesus  declared  that  he  could  not  deny  Him  who  never  did 
him  wrong,  who  had  saved  him,  and  cared  for  him,  and  made 
his  body  His  abode.  Thus  he  was  owned  and  acknowledged  as 
Ignatius  the  God-bearer.  How  many  God-bearers  have  we 
here  this  morning!  It  is  all  very  well  to  have  a  good  memory 
and  be  able  to  produce  "  The  Five  Points  of  Calvinism "  at 
your  fingers'  enos ;  it  is  all  very  well  to  be  able  to  speak  ot 
sovereign  election,  irresistible  calling,  eternal  preservation,  and 
certain  glory  for  the  elect,  but  what  about  all  these  in  the 
experience  of  the  heart  by  the  thrilling  power  and  gracious 
indwelUng  of  God  the  Holy  Ghost  ?  True  religion  is  not  mere 
attachment  to  a  sound  creed ;  true  religion  is  not  simply  storing 
up  truth  in  a  good  memory :  it  comes  down  from  heaven  by 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  "  from  the  Father  of  lights,  with 
whom  is  no  variableness,  neither  shadow  of  turning  "  (James  i. 
17).  It  is  experimental  union  and  communion  with  a  living 
and  loving  Person,  even  Jesus  who  stands  in  heaven  for  us.  If 
we  are  one  with  Him,  where  He  is  we  must  be.  With  the 
enjoyment  of  this,  in  the  midst  of  toil,  trial,  tribulation,  and  temp- 
tation, we  shall  be  able  to  sing,  and  that  sometimes  with  a  little 
heart  melting, — 

"  And  when  I'm  to  die, 

Receive  me,  I'll  cry, 
For  JesuB  hath  loved  me,  I  cannot  tell  why  ; 

But  this  I  do  find, 

We  two  are  so  joined, 
He'll  not  be  in  gloiy  and  leave  me  behind." 

This  is  true  in  respect  to  every  state  and  condition  of  the 
children  of  God  here  below.  In  the  depths  of  temptation  the 
sympathising  Saviour  will  be  there  with  His  succour.  In  the 
depnis  of  poverty  the  gracious  Provider  will  be  there  with  His 
supply.  In  the  endurance  of  suffering  and  pain,  the  good 
Physician  will  be  there  with  His  heaUng  balm.  In  the  midst  of 
disappointment,  dissatisfaction,  dreariness,  and  dread,  the  ever- 
loving  Friend  will  be  there  with  His  solace  and  salvation.  Yes, 
and  I  will  tell  you  something  more,  with  which,  those  who  know 
not  a  covenant  God  in  Christ  will  be  sure  to  find  fault !  Down 
into  the  depths  of  sin  and  transgression  you  may  be  plunged, 
but  He  will  not  leave  you  there.  He  will  prove  Himself  a  God 
ready  to  save,  and  nigh  at  hand  to  bless.  An  elect  and 
eternally-loved  one  cannot  get  rid  of  his  God  if  he  would. 
Wherever  a  child  of  grace  is  to  be  found,  there,  says  Jesus, 
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I  AM.  He  does  not  say,  there  I  will  be,  but  "  there  I  am."  Let 
rae  direct  your  attention  to  a  few  of  Hie  gracious  promises  in  which 
He  appears  as  JEHOVAH,  the  great  I  AM.  See  Matt.xxviii.  20  : 
^'  Lo,  1  AM  with  you  alway,  even  to  the  end  of  the  world." 
Again  in  Luke  xxii.  27,  when  the  disciples  were  striving  among 
themselves  who  should  be  the  greatest,  He  said,  "  For  whether 
is  greater,  he  that  sitteth  at  meat  or  He  that  serveth  ?  is  not  he 
that  sitteth  at  meat  ?  but  I  AM  among  you  as  He  that  serveth." 
You  see  this  again  in  John  xviii.  4 — 9,  when  the  mob  came 
against  Jesus,  He  "  went  forth  and  said  unto  them,  Whom  seek 
ye  ?  They  answered  Him,  Jesus  of  Nazareth.  Jesus  saith  unto 
them,  I  AM."  The  word  "  He  "  you  see  is  in  itaUcs.  "  As  soon 
then  as  He  had  said  unto  them,  I  AM,  they  went  backward,  and 
fell  to  the  ground."  You  find  this  again  in  the  conversation 
held  between  our  Lord  and  the  Samaritan  woman :  "  I  that 
speak  unto  thee  AM  "  (John  iv.  26).  The  first  declaration  of 
this  incommunicable  name  we  shall  find  in  Exodus  iii.  14. 
Moses,  while  at  the  backside  of  the  desert,  was  favoured  with  a 
glorious  revelation  of  JEHOVAH-JESUS.  "  And  the  Angel  of 
the  LORD  appeared  unto  him  in  a  flame  of  fire  out  of  the  midst 
of  a  bush."  The  bush  was  the  fi-uit  of  the  earth — a  type,  in  the 
first  instance,  of  the  sacred  humanity  of  Jesus,  and  secondly,  of 
the  Church  of  the  living  God,  in  the  midst  of  which  He  ever 
dwells.  Moses  "  looked,  and,  behold,  the  bush  burned  with  fire, 
and  the  bush  was  not  consumed.  God  called  unto  him  out  of 
the  midst  of  the  bush,  and  said,  I  AM  the  God  of  thy  father,  the 
God  of  Abraham,  the  God  of  Isaac,  and  the  God  of  Jacob. 
And  Moses  hid  his  face :  for  he  was  afraid  to  look  upon  God." 
He  here  learns  that  God  will  deliver  Israel  from  Egypt  by  his 
hand,  and  inquires  the  name  of  his  God  who  sent  him.  **  And 
God  said  onto  Moses,  I  AM  THAT  I  AM :  and  He  said,  Thus 
shalt  thou  say  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  I  AM  hath  sent  me 
unto  you."  Now  look  at  Stephen's  noble  defence  of  the  glorious 
Gospel  of  the  blessed  God  in  Acts  vii.  30  and  35  :  "  And  when 
forty  years  were  expired,  there  appeared  to  him  in  the  wilder- 
ness of  Mount  Sinai  an  Angel  of  the  Lord  in  a  flame  of  fire  in 
a  bush.  This  Moses  whom  they  refused,  saying,  Who  made 
thee  a  ruler  and  a  judge  t  the  same  did  God  send  to  be  a  ruler 
and  a  dehverer  by  the  hand  of  the  Angel  which  appeared  to  him 
in  the  bush."  Here  we  see  the  Angel  in  the  bush  was  God,  the 
great  I  AM.  It  was  none  other  than  Jesus  who  said  of  Himself, 
"  Before  Abraham  was,  I  AM  "  (John  viii.  58).  He  is  the  great 
and  glorious  JEHOVAH  in  the  midst  of  His  people  whitherso- 
ever they  go.     He  says, 

"There  I  AM  in  the  midst  of  them."  This  is  blessedly 
revealed  throughout  the  whole  Book  of  God.  Turn  with  me  to 
Dent,  xxiii.  14 :  "  For  the  LORD  thy  God  walketh  in  the  midst 
of  thy  camp,  to  dehver  thee,  and  to  give  up  thine  enemies  before 
thee ;  therefore,  shall  thy  camp  be  holy :  tnat  He  see  no  unclean 
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thing  in  thee,  and  turn  away  from  thee."     The  nnrity  and  holi- 
ness of  Israel's  God  appears  in  this.    Habakkuk  aeclares,  "  Thou 
art  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold  evil,  and  canst  not  look  on 
iniquity"   (chap.   i.   13).      Where   evil  is,   He   cannot    tarry. 
Where  purity  aoounds,  there  He  is  ever  found.     The  universal 
and  unbroken  confession  of  His  people  is  that  they  are  all 
iniquity,  and  yet  in  the  riches  of  His  grace  and  the  fulness  of 
His  mercy,  He  has  made  covenant  provision  to  be  with  them  at 
all  times.     The  confession  flowing  n*om  their  exercised  hearts  is 
ever  of  their  depravity.     The  whole  book  of  Psalms  proclaims  it. 
Listen  to  the  doleful  ditty  of  dear  old  Job  throughout  his  ninth 
chapter.     Turn  to  chapter  xl.  4,  5  :  "  Behold,  I  am  vile ;  what 
shall  I  answer  Theet     I  will  lay  my  hand  upon  my  mouth. 
Once  have  I  spoken  ;  but  I  will  not  answer :  yea,  twice  ;  but  I 
will  proceed  no  further."    Come  to  chap.  xlii.  5,  6 :  "I  have 
heara  of  Thee  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear  :  but  now  mine  eye 
seeth  Thee.     Wherefore  I  abhor  myself,  and  repent  in  dust  and 
ashes."     Turn  to  Isaiah  vi.  5,  where  you  see  the  prophet  in  the 
presence  of  the  thrice  holy  JEHOVAH  in  His  temple  exclaim- 
ing, "  Woe  is  me  I  for  I  am  undone ;  because  I  am  a  man  of 
unclean  lips,  and  I  dwell  in  the  midst  of  a  people  of  unclean 
lips :  for  mine  eyes  have  seen  the  King,  the  LORD  of  hosts." 
In  contrast  to  the  infinite  perfections  and  immaculate  purity  of 
Israelis  covenant  God,  the  prophet  knew  and  felt  that  nothing 
but  impurity  and  uncleanness  could  be  found  in  him.    Listen  to 
the  declaration  of  Daniel  as  to  his  standing  in  the  presence  of 
the  great  Ancient  of  days :  "  Therefore  I  was  left  alone,  and  saw 
this  great  vision,  and  there  remained  no  strength  in  xne  :  for  my 
comeliness  was  turned  in  me  into  corruption,  and  I  retained  no 
strength  "  (Dan.  x.  8).    Ask  Ezekiel,  one  with  whom  a  precious 
Christ  was  ever  present.     He  beheld  a  hole  in  the  wall.     What 
wall  ?     That  of  the  earthlv  house  of  his  tabernacle  in  which  his 
God  had  deigned  to  dwell.     He  looked  and  beheld  corruption 
after  corruption,  abomination  after  abomination,  until  his  eyes 
were  scared  with  the  sight,  and  his  astonished  ears  heard  the 
terrible  declaration,  ^'  Thou  shalt  see  greater  abominations  than 
these  "  (Ezekiel.  viii.  15).     Come  to  the  New  Testament,  and  * 
what  find  ^ou  ?    Every  sinner  saved  by  a  covenant  God  was  as 
black  as  sin,  Satan,  and  hell  could  make  him.    Look  at  the 
testimonies  ^ven  in  1  Cor.  vi.  9 — 11,  and  Eph.  ii.  1 — 5.     Yet 
God  in  the  nches  of  His  grace  has  made  marvellous  provision, 
first  in  the  Son  of  His  love,  and  then  bv  the  regenerating  work 
of  His  blessed  Spirit,  to  dwell  eternally  with  elect  men.     In 
Christ,  the  Father  has  made  ample  provision  for  me.    Christ's 
obedience,   righteousness,  spotlessness,  innocency,   comeliness, 
and  perfection  mine.    B^  tne  shedding  of  His  precious  blood 
and  the  application  of  it  to  my  heart,  all  sin,  iniquity,  and 
uncleanness  are  purged  away  while  I  stand  a  blood-washed 
sinner  in  the  presence  of  my  God.     Ay,  still  more.    I  stand  as 
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a  justified  and  accepted  son  clothed  in  the  righteousness  of  my 
God  and  Saviour.  It  is  His  determination  to  save  and  succour 
me.  So,  as  He  walks  in  the  midst  of  my  camp,  He  sees  a  holi- 
ness of  His  own  providing.  He  has  given  up  my  enemies,  sin, 
death,  hell,  Satan,  the  world,  and  the  flesh  to  judgment.  He 
sees  no  unclean  thing,  and  will  not,  cannot,  turn  from  me  in 
anger.  As  He  comes  walking,  His  feet  bring  salvation  and 
sweet  deliverance,  and  by  the  declaration  of  His  mind  and  will 
I  enjoy  my  standing  in  the  presence  of  His  Father  accepted  in 
Him,  the  Beloved. 

"  In  the  midst  of  themJ*  This  was  His  position  in  covenant 
before  the  worlds  were  framed.  According  to  the  good  pleasure 
of  the  Father  there  He  was  with  all  the  election  of  grace  in 
eternal  and  unchanging  union  with  Him.  This  is  emressed  in 
a  blessed  and  heavenly  manner  in  Zeph.  iii.  17  :  "  The  LORD 
thy  God  in  the  midst  of  thee  is  mighty ;  He  vrill  save,  He  will 
rejoice  over  thee  with  joy ;  He  will  rest  in  His  love,  He  will  joy 
over  thee  with  singing/'  Christ  in  covenant  is  Chiist  in  com- 
munication, and  here  we  see  Him  in  the  midst  of  His  elect 
brethren  singing  and  rejoicing  at  the  accomplishment  of  salva- 
tion in  the  midst  of  the  earth.  The  mighty  JEHOVAH- JESUS 
in  the  midst  of  His  people  will  save  them.  As  their  Creator, 
Proprietor,  Sovereign,  and  Governor,  He  proceeded  from  the 
midst  of  them  (Jer.  xxx.  21).  He  became  one  with  them  in  in- 
carnation, bone  of  their  bone,  and  flesh  of  their  flesh.  In  His 
true,  proper,  sinless,  and  impeccable  humanity  He  was  perfectly 
identified  with  them  through  a  Ufe  of  sorrow  and  suffenng  upon 
earth.  In  His  human  nature  He  performed  everything  for  them 
that  the  Father's  infinite  justice  demanded,  and  which  His  in- 
scrutable wisdom  saw  was  necessary  to  bring  them  to  enjoy  His 
sacred  presence  and  to  feast  upon  His  love.  From  the  lap  of  His 
mother  in  Bethlehem  to  the  bosom  of  His  Father  in  glory,  we 
see  Him  obedient  to  every  precept  of  the  Divine  law,  and  in  His 
atoning  suflFerings  we  benold  Him  submissive  to  all  God's 
righteous  will.  It  mav  be  asked  what  do  I  mean  by  His 
atoning  sufferings.  I  do  not  mean  that  fleshly  rubbish  which 
some  talk  about  as  the  unatoning  sufferings  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  I  know  nothing  at  all  about  such.  I  am  only  acquain  ted 
with  the  atoning  sufiferinffs  of  my  Lord  and  Saviour,  those 
endured  in  everv  pain  of  His  body,  in  every  sorrow  of  His  heart, 
in  every  anguish  of  His  mind,  in  every  bitterness  of  His  soul, 
until  He  yielded  up  to  the  Father  perfect  satisfaction  for  the 
sins  of  His  people.  Ay,  and  this  satisfaction  infinite  in  its  value 
and  eternal  in  its  duration,  because  of  the  greatness  and  glory 
of  His  person.  We  now  come  to  notice  Him  as  He  appears 
acconapHshing  the  salvation  of  His  Church. 

"  In  the  midst '^  Come  to  John  xix.  17,  IS :  "  And  He  bear- 
ing His  cross  went  forth  into  a  place  called  the  place  of  a  skuU, 
which  is  called  in  the  Hebrew,  Golgotha ;  where  they  crucified 
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Him,  and  two  other  with  Him,  on  either  side  one,  and  Jesm  in 
the  midsU^*  There  we  see  Him  in  the  midst  of  all  that  was  bad, 
abominable,  impure,  and  sinful.  In  respect  to  the  persons,  two 
thieves.  In  respect  to  the  place,  that  of  a  skull.  In  respect  to 
His  position,  surrounded  and  laden  with  all  the  sins  of  His  elect 
people.  All  the  sins,  transgressions,  iniquities,  offences,  infirmi- 
ties, imperfections,  and  impurities  of  His  members  rushed  upon 
Him,  as  the  Surety  of  the  covenant,  from  East,  West,  North, 
and  South.  From  Manchester,  from  Haydock,  from  Barrow- 
hill,  from  Camberwell,  and  from  Grove  chapel  pulpit  they  rushed 
upon  Him.  Why  do  I  enumerate  these  parts?  Because  in 
every  one  of  them  I  have  sinned,  manifested  base  ingi-atitude 
against  the  God  of  all  my  mercies,  and  a  want  of  thankfulness 
to  Him  for  His  rich  and  distinguishing  grace  in  keeping  me  one 
moment  outside  hell's  gates.  As  I  think  of  this,  all  the  sins  of 
all  His  people  pouring  from  all  quarters  upon  the  sacred  head  of 
Zion's  Surety  and  Saviour,  and  mine  the  most  aggravated  of 
all — asl  think  of  this,  I  would  weep  tears  of  thankfulness  and  love, 
but  I  cannot.  I  stand  amazed  at  the  coldness  and  indifference 
of  this  wretched  heart  of  mine,  and  yet,  sometimes,  I  do  sing 
with  a  little  feeling  and  emotion, — 

"  Lord,  I  would  Etand  with  thoughtful  eye, 
Beneath  Thy  fatal  tree, 
And  see  Thee  bleed,  and  see  Thee  die. 
And  think  *  what  lore  to  me  I ' 

Dwell  on  the  sight,  my  stony  heart, 

Till  every  pulse  within 
Hhall  into  contrite  sorrow  start. 

And  hate  the  thought  of  sin. 

Didst  Thou  for  me,  my  Saviour,  brave 

The  scoff,  the  scourge,  the  gall. 
The  nails,  the  thorns,  the  spear,  the  grave. 

While  I  deserved  th^m  all." 

It  is  a  marvel  of  marvels  that  we  who  are  spiritually  and 
experimentally  acquainted  with  these  vital  truths  can  repeat 
them  and  yet  remain  so  dull,  so  dark,  and  so  dead.  But  some- 
times He  comes  by  the  power  bf  His  Spirit  and  gently  leads  our 
hearts  into  the  sweet  enjoyment  of  the  benefits  of  His  precious 
blood-shedding,  and  the  blessings  which  are  ours  through  His 
sufferings  and  death,  causing  our  hearts  to  sing, — 

"  Sweet  the  moments,  rich  in  blessing. 

Which  before  the  cross  I  spend, 
Life,  and  health,  and  peace  possessing, 

From  the  sinner's  dying  Friend. 
Here  I'd  sit  for  ever  viewing 

Mercy's  streams,  in  streams  of  blood ; 
Precious  drops  1  my  soul  bedewing, 

Plead  and  claim  my  peace  with  God.*' 

In  the  midst  of  sin,  death,  and  condemnation  a  voice  was 
heard  which  filled  all  heaven  with  joy,  hell  with  consternation, 
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the  earth  with  trembling,  and  the  hearts  of  eternally-loved 
sinners  with  consolation.  Jesus  said,  **  IT  IS  FINISHED." 
In  His  incarnation  He  took  part  of  the  same  flesh  and  blood 
with  His  people.  His  divine  and  human  natures,  as  Augustine, 
Bishop  of  Hippo,  says,  "  never  to  be  divided^  In  the  midst  of 
judgment  He  stood,  and  all  His  elect  ones  with  Him.  When 
He  suffered,  they  suffered  in  Him.  When  He  died,  they  were 
dead  in  Him.  When  He  cried,  "  It  is  finished,"  salvation  was 
finished  for  them.  In  the  fulness  of  time — the  time  fixed  in 
the  counsels  of  the  Father — all  interested  in  these  covenant 
verities  must  be  brought  into  a  vital  knowledge  and  experience 
of  them.  Wa«  He  in  the  midst  of  all  their  sin,  and  shame,  and 
condemnation?  They  shall  stand  in  the  midst  of  His  grace, 
goodness,  and  glory. 

This  is  blessedly  revealed  in  that  precious  scene  described 
by  the  Holy  Ghost  in  John  viii.  1 — 11.  Punctilious  Pharisees 
brought  one  of  Satan's  waifs  and  strays  into  the  presence  of 
Jesus,  and  set  her  in  the  midst.  "  They  say  unto  Him,  Master, 
this  woman  was  taken  in  adulteir :  in  the  very  act."  Had  they 
seen  themselves  in  the  light  of  His  perfections,  they  would  not 
have  exposed  the  sin  of  this  poor  woman.  But  they  hated 
Jesus,  and  through  her  tempted  Him,  that  they  might  have  to 
accuse  Him.  Twice  He  stooped  and  wrote  on  the  ground  some- 
thing they  did  not  like,  and  said  to  them,  **  He  that  is  without 
sin  among  you,  let  him  first  cast  a  stone  at  her.  And  they  which 
heard  it,  being  convicted  by  their  own  conscience,  went  out 
one  by  one,  beg:inning  at  the  eldest,  even  unto  the  last :  and 
Jesus  was  left  alone,  and  the  woman  standing  in  the  midst,^*  That 
looks  like  reversing  the  order  of  the  text.  And  so  it  is.  The 
poor  woman  stood  in  the  midst  of  all  His  spiritual  excellencies, 
and  was  there  accepted  of  Him.  He  stood  in  the  midst  of  our 
sin  that  we  might  stand  in  the  midst  of  His  salvation.  He  stood 
in  the  midst  of  our  condemnation  that  we  might  stand  in  the 
midst  of  His  justification.  He  stood  in  the  midst  of  our  shame 
that  we  might  stand  in  the  midst  of  His  glory.  He  stood  loaded 
with  our  disgrace  and  imperfections  that  we  might  rest  in  His 
comeliness  and  perfections.  So  it  was  with  this  woman  whom 
Jesus  loved.  **  Jesus  was  left  alone,  and  the  woman  standing  in 
the  midst J^  What  think  ye  of  this  t  Christ  in  the  midst  of  His 
people,  and  His  people  in  the  midst  of  Him.  As  we  are  led  by 
the  blessed  Spirit  through  the  pages  of  the  written  Word,  we 
find  all  this  gloriously  true,  for,  on  the  ground  of  His  accom- 
plished redemption.  His  people  enjoy  spiritual  communion  and 
fellowship  with  Him  in  all  that  He  is  and  all  that  He  has  as  the 
Mediator  of  the  New  Testament.  But  we  must  pass  away  from 
this  to  another  view  of  Jesus. 

"  In  the  midst.^'  Turn  to  John  xx.  19  :  **  Then  the  same  day, 
at  evening,  being  the  first  day  of  the  week,  when  the  doors 
were  shut  where  the  disciples  were  assembled  for  fear  of  the 
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Jews,  came  Jesusy  and  stood  in  tlie  midsty  and  saith  unto  them. 
Peace  be  unto  you."  This  was  on  the  resurrection  side  of  the 
cross,  death,  and  condemnation.  There  are  those  who  would 
have  us  believe  that  to  be  associated  with  Christ  upon  resurrec- 
tion ground  alway  ensures  happiness,  joy,  and  peace  in  the 
Lord.  Don't  you  believe  it.  I  wish  you  now  to  notice  the 
characters  and  peculiarities  of  those  who  were  the  companions 
of  our  Lord  on  resurrection  ground.  These  among  whom  Jesus 
stood  were  assembled  together  for  fear  of  the  Jews.  Fearing 
disciples,  with  Jesus  in  the  midst.  Come  with  me  to  that  won- 
derful chapter,  Mark  xvi.  I  do  think  there  is  not  a  more  won- 
derful chapter  in  the  whole  of  God's  Book.  Here  we  see  the 
seekers  and  associates  of  Jesus  after  His  resurrection.  In  the 
5th  and  6th  verses  we  see  seekers  affrighted,  to  whom  the  an^el 
said,  ^*Be  not  affrighted;  ye  seek  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  which 
was  crucified.  He  is  risen  ;  He  is  not  here.  Behold  the  place 
where  they  laid  Him."  Look  at  thd  8th  verse  :  **  And  thev  went 
out  quickly,  and  fled  from  the  sepulchre,  for  they  trembled  and 
were  amazed :  neither  said  they  anything  to  any  man  :  for  they 
were  afraid^  Do  you  notice  the  different  states  of  mind! 
Affrighted  I  Trembling !  Amazed  !  Afraid  1  Come  to  the  9th 
verse  :  "  Now,  when  Jesus  was  risen  early  the  first  dav  of  the 
week.  He  appeared  first  to  Mary  Magdalene,  out  of  whom  He 
had  cast  seven  devils."  Was  not  a  risen  Jesus  gracious  to  own 
such  an  one  first  as  His  companion  !  But  look  at  the  10th  verse : 
"  And  she  went  and  told  them  that  had  been  with  Him  as  they 
mourned  and  wept  J*  These  were  mourners  in  Zion  loved  by  their 
risen  Lord.  Notice  the  next  three  verses :  **  And  tliey,  when  they 
had  Iieard  that  He  was  alive,  and  had  been  seen  of  her,  believed  not* 
After  that  He  appeared  in  another  form  unto  two  of  them,  as 
they  walked,  and  went  into  the  country.  And  they  went  and 
tola  it  unto  the  residue :  neither  believed  they  themJ*  Unbelieving 
disciples,  loved,  sought,  and  saved  by  a  precious  Saviour.  This 
is  vastly  different  to  the  namby-pamby  profession  of  the  present 
day,  which  makes  believing  a  prerequisite  for  every  saving 
mercy.     Blessed  be  God, 

*•  He  makes  the  believer,  and  gives  him  his  crown.'* 

But  look  at  that  glorious  chapter,  Luke  xxiv.  Here  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  appears  to  the  two,  who,  on  their  way  to  Emmaus, 
were  talking  of  the  things  which  had  happened,  and  were  sad, 
distressed,  harassed,  and  perplexed,  feeling  that  all  their  expec- 
tations had  come  to  grief.  Jesus  drew  near,  and  from  their  sad 
hearts  drew  the  confession  of  their  sadness.  He  said,  as  none 
other  had  a  right  to  say,  **  0  fools,  and  slow  of  heart  to  believe 
all  that  the  prophets  have  spoken.  Ought  not  Christ  to  have 
suffered  these  things,  and  to  enter  into  His  glory  I  And  begin- 
ning at  Moses  and  all  the  prophets,  He  expounded  unto  them  in 
all  the  Scriptures  the  things  concerning  ffimself."   They  arrived 
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at  their  destination,  when,  at  their  urgent  request,  He  went  in 
to  tarry  with  them.  Their  eyes  were  opened — ^they  knew  Him. 
He  vanished  out  of  their  sight.  Notice  the  heart-felt  experience 
of  these  two  tempted  ana  tried  disciples,  to  whom  Jesus  said, 
**  0  fools,  and  slow  of  heart  to  believe."  **  And  they  said  one 
to  another,  Did  not  our  heart  bum  within  us,  while  He  talked 
with  us  by  the  way  I  "  Doubting,  fearing  disciples  experienomg 
the  spiritual  heartburn  in  union  with  Christ  on  resurrection 
ground. 

"  In  the  midst "  of  His  worshipping  twos  and  threes  a  precious 
Christ  is  found.  Wherever  there  is  prayer,  praise,  and  preaching 
by  the  Holy  Ghost  sent  down  from  heaven,  the  covenant 
promise  is  verified,  "There  I  AM."  There  can  be  no  true 
worship  of  a  covenant  God  in  Christ,  but  upon  resurrection 
ground,  where  sinners  are  saved,  Satan  defeated,  Christ  risen, 
and  God  glorified.  We  now  come  to  notice  that  glorious  declar- 
ation in  Rev.  v.  6  :  "  In  the  midst  of  the  throne  and  of  the  four 
livina  creatures^  and  in  the  midst  of  the  elders  stood  a  Lamb  as  it 
had  been  slain." 

"  Christ  is  the  centre  of  worship  in  heaven, 
Christ,  the  Rejected  One  here  among  men, 
None  other  name  of  salvation  is  given  ; 
JESUS-JEHOVAH,  the  Lamb  that  was  slain." 

Look  at  that  glorious  throng!  "  Whence  come  they t  These 
are  they  which  came  out  of  great  tribulation,  and  have  washed 
their  robes,  and  made  them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb. 
Therefore  are  they  before  the  throne  of  God,  and  serve  Him 
day  and  night  in  His  temple :  and  He  that  sitteth  on  the  throne 
shall  dwell  among  them.  They  shall  hunger  no  more,  neither 
thirst  any  more ;  neither  shall  the  sun  light  on  them,  nor  any 
heat.  For  the  Lamb  which  is  in  the  midst  of  the  throne  shall 
feed  them,  and  shall  lead  them  unto  living  fountains  of  water, 
and  God  shall  wipe  away  all  tefifcrs  from  their  eyes." 

**  In  the  midst "  of  Zion  He  is  help  and  salvation  (Psa.  xlvi.  5). 

"  In  the  midst^^  of  Jerusalem  He  is  defence  and  glory  (Zech. 
ii.  5). 

"  In  the  midst "  of  the  Church  He  is  joy  and  gladness  (Heb. 
ii.  12). 

"  In  the  midst  "  of  heaven  He  is  ALL  IN  ALL. 

May  He  add  His  blessing  for  His  own  name's  sake.    Amen. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


GROVE  CHAPEL  PULPIT. 


GARMENTS    UNDEFILED. 


PbKAOHHD  in  GbOTB  GhAFKL,  GaMBBRWELL,  OS    SUNDAT   MOBNIRO, 
Maech  9th,  1879,  BY 

THOMAS   BRADBURY. 


^  Tbou  hast  a  few  names  even  in  Sardia  which  haye  not  defiled  their  garments ; 
and  they  iball  walk  with  Me  in  white  :  for  they  are  worthy/*— Rer.  iii.  4. 

THESE  words  form  part  of  a  ^raoious  revelation  of  the  great 
King-Priest  to  one  of  the  elders,  pastors,  or  bishops  of  the 
seven  Churches  in  Asia  Minor.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  consider 
this  portion  either  historically  or  prophetically,  but  according  to 
the  teaching  of  God  the  ever-blessea  Spirit  in  the  heart's  expe- 
rience of  aB  those  who  are  led  by  Him  into  grace-union  with 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  This  epistle  conmiences  thus :  "  And 
unto  the  angel  of  the  Church  in  Sardis  write."  Why  does  the 
Lord  Jesus  designate  this  minister,  or  any  of  the  ministers  of  the 
New  Testament,  angel  t  There  is  a  reason,  which  He  makes 
apparent  upon  the  face  of  Divine  inspiration,  and  in  the  expe- 
nence  of  Eus  people.  They  are  styled  angels  because,  according 
to  the  meaning  of  the  word,  they  are  His  sent  ones.  This  you 
see  in  Romans  x.  14,  15 :  *'  How  then  shall  they  call  on  Him  in 
whom  they  have  not  believed  ?  and  how  shall  thev  beUeve  in 
Him  of  whom  they  have  not  heard  I  and  how  shall  they  hear 
without  a  preacher  ?  and  how  shall  they  preach  except  they  be 
sent  ?  as  it  is  written.  How  beautiful  are  tne  feet  of  them  that 
preach  the  Gospel  of  peace,  and  bring  glad  tidings  of  good 
things  I "  But  who  sends  them  ?  He  who  called  them,  taught 
them,  encouraged  them,  and  ordained  them.  See  Mark  iii.  13, 
14 :  ^'  And  He  goeth  up  into  a  mountain,  and  calleth  unto  Him 
whom  He  would :  and  they  came  unto  Him.  Ajid  He  ordained 
twelve,  that  they  should  be  with  Him,  and  that  He  might  send 
them  forth  to  preach."  From  the  Mount  of  Acceptance  He  now 
sends  forth  His  ministers.  He  gives  them  their  subjects;  He 
finds  them  their  texts;  He  provides  them  with  matter;  He 
Na  iaa«-PBici  ow  pixMY.  r^^^^T^ 
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furnishes  them  with  words;  He  assembles  their  hearers.  I  do 
not  mean  that  He  will  send  them  a  chapel  full ;  but  He  will 
provide  them  with  those  very  hearers  for  whom  His  covenant 
mercies  were  desimed,  and  the  consolations  which  their  message 
should  convey.  It  is  all  of  His  mercy  that  I  was  sent  here  with 
His  testimony  of  free  and  sovereign  love — that  I  stand^  here  as 
the  angel,  messenger,  and  minister  of  His  Church  in  this  place. 
But  notice  the  words  "  The  angel  of  the  ChurcV  The  sent  one 
to  those  who  are  separated  and  gathered  out  from  the  corrupt 
mass  of  mankind.  Those  who  are  sent  are  the  servants  of  those 
to  whom  they  are  sent^-the  elect,  redeemed,  and  regenerate 
children  of  God.  " The  Church  in  Sardis*'  Sardis  was  the 
capital  of  ancient  Lydia,  the  centre  of  the  kingdom  of  the 
mightjr  and  wealthy  Croesus,  and  one  of  the  most  influential 
cities  m  ancient  times.  In  the  apostles*  days  its  chief  charac- 
teristic was  voluptuousness.  Surrounded  by  vice  and  villainy,  a 
little  band  of  God's  elect  was  gathered  to  worship  their  glorified 
King  and  Lord,  to  listen  to  His  covenant  commands,  and  to 
experience  His  power.  He  ever  remembered  them,  and  sent  them 
words  of  loving  counsel  and  encouragement.  Look  at  His 
address  to  His  minister  in  Sardis :  *^  These  things  saith  He  that 
hath  the  seven  Spirits  of  God,  and  the  seven  stars."  It  is  a 
marvellous  mercy  for  us  to  know  that  the  Lord  Jestis  Christ  has 
the  ijerfection  in  His  own  hands.  No  stint,  no  lack ;  no,  not 
even  in  the  midst  of  the  almost  universal  declension  of  the  present 
day,  when  on  every  hand  His  truth  is  despised  and  His  people 
hated.  Truth  is  fallen  in  the  streets,  and  the  labourers  m  the 
Gospel  harvest  field  are  few.  We  sigh,  and  we  long  for  more, 
and  sometimes,  as  we  look  at  the  hirehngs  in  the  EstabUshment, 
and  outside  of  it,  we  are  foolish  enough  to  think  if  we  had  our 
way  we  would  make  short  work  with  them.  But,  as  we  are 
brought  to  look  at  these  things  in  a  right  spirit,  we  would  not 
interfere  with  one  of  them.  W  by  not  ?  Because  we  could  not 
produce  one  better  qualified  to  fill  their  places.  Therefore  it  is 
mine  to  study  to  be  quiet  and  do  my  own  business  among  His 
people  where  He  in  His  predestinating  providence  has  placed  me. 
He  has  the  very  perfection  of  wisdom  and  power  in  the  person  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  at  His  command.  For  the  Spirit  proceeds  from  the 
Father  and  the  Son.  The  Son  pleads  and  commands.  The 
Father  purposes  and  performs.  Tne  Spirit  proves  His  power  in 
the  abundance,  diversity,  and  perfection  of  ministry  upon  earth. 
But  Christ  proceeds,  **I  know  thy  works."  What  a  blessed 
truth  !  It  is  a  source  of  sweet  encouragement  for  us  to  consider 
this  morning  that  our  ever-pitying  Jesus  knows  aU  about  our 
works.  This  would  be  enough  to  frighten  us  all  out  of  our  wits 
if  we  were  standing  on  any  other  ground  than  that  of  the  new 
covenant ;  but  there  we  stand  before  Him  without  fear  or  amaze- 
ment, enjoying  the  precious  privileges  of  Israelites  indeed  in 
whom  is  no  guile.    He  knows  aU  about  us,  our  sinfulness,  our 
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inoorriffibility,  <mr  depravity,  our  enmity,  our  eril  thoughts,  and 
our  evfl  works  which  He  will  utterly  abolish,  while  He  will  own 
and  honour  all  the  eood  works  which  He  has  prepared  and  per- 
formed in  us.  "  I  know  thy  works,  that  thou  hast  a  name  that 
thou  livest  and  art  dead."  Here  you  have  a  solemn  picture.  A 
Church  professing  life,  yet  dead  in  the  presence  of  God.  He 
counsels  its  pastor :  *'  Be  watchful,  and  strengthen  the  things 
which  renudn,  that  are  ready  to  die  :  for  I  have  not  found  thy 
works  perfect  before  God.  Remember,  therefore,  how  thou  hast 
received  and  heard."  This  may  prove  a  word  in  season  to  some 
of  us  this  morning.  How  have  we  received?  We  read  of 
certain  in  Matt.  xin.  20,  21,  who  receive  the  Word  with  joy,  yet 
have  they  no  root  in  themselves;  but  when  tribulation  or 
persecution  ariseth  because  of  the  Word,  by-and-bye  they  are 
offended.  All  such  religion  flies  when  the  testing  fire  is  applied. 
Look  at  the  difference  between  such  and  those  mentioned  in 
1  Thess.  i.  6 :  "  And  ye  became  followers  of  us,  and  of  the 
Lord,  having  received  the  Word  in  mitch  affliction^  with  joy  of  the 
Holy  Ghost."  Such  a  receiving  is  with  applying  power  and 
abiding  grace.  Some  of  us  can  remember  the  day  when  we 
received  the  Word  with  eagerness,  with  desire,  and  with  a  deter* 
mination  that  would  not  be  put  off.  Then  we  experienced  an 
aching  void  that  nothing  but  Himself  could  fill  ana  truly  satisfy. 
*'  Remember,  therefore,  how  thou  hast  heard."  I  know  how  I 
heard  in  days  gone  by ;  it  was  with  greater  joy  and  pleasure 
than  I  ofttimes  do  now.  I  heard  words  of  thrilling  eloquence 
and  burning  power  flowine  from  the  exercised  heart  of  a 
Heaven-sent  messenger,  and  testifying  of  the  sympathy  of  a 
once  suffering  Saviour,  and  the  grace  of  a  now  glorified 
Redeemer.  **  And  hold  fast."  Why  this  command  to  hold  fast? 
Because  of  the  tendency  of  God's  weaklings  to  let  go  their  hold 
of  pure,  sterling,  undiluted  truth  in  days  of  compromise.  *'  Hold 
fast  and  repent."  Was  it  possible  that  such  a  command  was 
necessary  to  a  Church,  and  to  a  pe^stor  ?  Yes,  for  there  is  not  a 
Church  or  pastor  in  all  creation  but  what  stands  in  need  day  by 
day,  and  week  by  week,  of  this  covenant  command  from  the  lips 
of  the  great  King-Priest.  Where  is  time  repentance  experienced? 
in  Gethsemane  and  at  Calvary,  and  only  when  a  suffering 
Saviour  is  brought  to  view — only  in  the  fulfilment  of  that 
prophecy  in  Zech.  xii.  10 :  **  They  shall  look  upon  Me  whom  they 
nave  pierced,  and  they  shall  mourn."  The  epistle  continues : 
'^  K  therefore  thou  shalt  not  watch,  I  will  come  on  thee  as  a 
thief" — that  is,  unexpectedly—"  and  thou  shalt  not  know  what 
hour  1  will  come  to  thee."  Then  we  have  the  blessed  com- 
-  munication  contained  in  the  words  of  the  text :  ''  Thou  hcust  a 
few  names  even  in  Sardis  which  have  not  defiled  their  gar- 
ments ;  and  they  shall  walk  with  Me  in  white ;  for  they  are 
worthy." 

We  will  notice— 
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I. — The  remnant — "  Thou  hagt  a  few  namfH3  even  in  Sardis 
which  have  not  defiled  their  gannents." 

II. — The  reward — "  And  they  shall  walk  with  Me  in  white." 

III. — The  reason — "  For  they  are  worthy." 

I. — The  remnant — "  Thou  hast  a  few  names  even  in  Sardis." 
A  few  names.  Why  does  not  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  say  to  the 
angel  of  the  Church,  *'  a  few  persofis  ?  "  There  is  a  reason,  and 
we  have  not  a  peculiar  statement  made  in  the  whole  of  Ood's 
Word  without  a  reason.  In  the  volume  of  inspired  truth  we  find 
no  superfluity,  no  lack.  Every  word  is  given  m  infinite  wisdom. 
Each  portion  has  its  own  truth  to  reveal.  One  very  well  said 
to  me,  long  years  ago,  "  You  majr  depend  uj)on  it  that  every 
nut  growing  upon  the  tree  of  inspiration  will  yield  its  own  kernel 
and  no  more.  *'  A  few  names.**  Let  us  look  at  this.  What  are 
the  names  of  Ood's  children  ?  If  we  seek  for  a  name  in  connect 
tion  with  that  word  "/<?w,"  our  minds  are  led  at  once  to  Qod's 

?rand,  irrevocable,  unconditional,  and  eternal  decree  of  election, 
here  are  few  in  the  present  day  among  the  vast  mass  of  pro- 
fessors who  dare  even  to  recul  certain  portions  of  God's  most 
Holy  Word,  where  the  God-glorifying  doctrine  of  election  is 
revealed  in  its  fulness  and  preciousness.  I  have  known  positively 
that  such  parts  as  chapters  viii.,  ix.,  and  xi.  of  the  epistle  to  the 
Romans  have  been  ripped  out  of  the  Bible.  Tes,  and  to  such 
len^hs  has  pious  enmity  run  as  to  cause  an  old  Quaker  to  say, 
'^  When  the  apostle  Paul  wrote  upon  election,  he  did  so  in  his 
own  spirit,  and  deserved  a  good  horse-whipping  for  thus  marring 
the  fair  beauty  of  the  Bible."  The  devilish  enmity  and  opposi- 
tion of  the  carnal  mind  of  man  against  the  God  of  truth,  and 
against  the  truth  of  God,  is  revealed  from  the  beginning  of 
Genesis  to  the  end  of  Revelation.  But,  blessed  be  the  name  of 
our  covenant  God,  He  has  a  people  whom  He  loves  with  an 
everlasting  love,  whom  He  elected  and  selected  from  the  rest  of 
mankind  to  Himself,  in  whom  He  will  be  eternally  and  unceas- 
ingly glorified,  to  whom  He  will  reveal  the  riches  of  His  grace, 
and  upon  whom  He  will  lavish  the  riches  of  His  glory  throughout 
a  never-ending  eternity.  God's  Word  is  full  of  this  glorious 
truth,  though  few  believe  it.  Turn  with  me  to  Romans  xi.  2, 
&c.  The  stotement  of  it  here  is  in  strict  accordance  with  the 
words  of  the  text :  "  God  has  not  cast  away  His  people  whom 
He  foreknew.  Wot  ye  not  what  the  Scripture  saith  of  Eiiast 
how  he  maketh  intercession  to  God  a^inst  Israel,  saying,  Lord, 
they  have  killed  Thy  prophets,  and  digged  down  Thine  altars : 
and  I  am  left  alone,  and  tney  seek  my  life.  But  what  saith  the 
answer  of  God  unto  Himt  I  have  reserved  to  Myself  seven 
thousand  men  who  have  not  bowed  the  knee  to  the  image  of* 
Baal.  Even  so  then  at  this  present  time  also  there  is  a  remnant 
according  to  the  election  of  grace.''  In  the  decrees  and  counsels 
of  God  before  time  was,  a  portion  of  mankind  was  given  to  the 
{x)rd  Jesus  Christ,  and  throughout  all  time^  from  Adam's  days 
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until  the  last  elect  vessel  of  mercv  is  caught  up  to  glory, 
of  the  election  of  grace  must  be  found  in  the  earth.  Thi 


rir,  a  remnant 
his  remnant 
is  sometimes  very  small.  It  was  so  small  in  the  days  of  Elijah 
as  to  cause  that  man  of  mind  and  nerve,  the  prophet  of  fire,  to 
utter  these  words :  "  Lord,  they  have  killed  Thy  prophets,  and 
digged  down  Thy  altars ;  and  I  am  left  alone^  and  they  seek  my 

"  A  few  namesy    One  name  by  which  the  children  of  God  are 
distinguished  is 

ELECT. 

From  whence  is  this  name  derived!  All  the  names  given  to 
the  members  of  the  body  of  Christ  are  derived  from  their  great 
and  glorious  Hecul.  If  I  have  a  name  in  connection  wim  my 
profession  of  religion  which  is  not  derived  from  a  vital  and 
experimental  relationship  to  Christ  my  Head,  -the  sooner  I  am 
rid  of  the  name  the  better.  When  1  found  myself  honoured  with 
the  name  ELECT,  I  searched  God's  Book,  and,  searching  it  by 
the  grace  and  guidance  of  God  the  ever-blessed  Spirit,  I  was 
led  to  Isaiah  xlii.  1:  "Behold, My  Servant,  whom  I  uphold;  MINE 
ELECT,  in  whom  My  soul  deli^hteth."  It  was  thils  that  caused 
Dr.  Wattfl  to  write  so  sweetly  m  that  blessed  hymn  of  his — 

"  Jesua,  we  bless  Thy  Father's  name ; 
Thy  God  and  ours  are  both  the  same  ; 
What  heayenly  blessings  from  His  throne 
Flow  down  to  sinners  through  His  Son  1 

*  Christ  be  MY  FIRST  ELECT/  He  said ; 
Then  chose  our  souls  in  Christ,  our  Head, 
Before  He  gave  the  mountains  birth, 
Or  laid  foundations  for  the  earth." 

But  God  has  another  blessed  and  distinguishing  name  for  His 
children, 

-MY    REDEEMED." 

"  Eternal,  free,  electing  grace 
Redemption's  bound  ly  sets  ; 
,  And  those  whom  Jesus  died  to  save, 

The  Spirit  ne'er  forgets." 

Qod's  election  of  His  people  in  Christ  is  revealed  in  their 
redemption  by  Christ.  Kedemption.  What  is  it  ?  Not  a  mere 
purchase.  It  is  not  simply  bujring ;  but  a  buying  back.  It  is 
restoration  by  price  ana  by  power  of  property  to  the  original 
Proprietor.  The  great  Redeemer,  who  owned  the  Church  as  the 
gifk  of  the  Father  before  the  worlds  were  framed,  saw  that  Church 
m  time  amid  the  ruins  of  the  fall  as  the  bond-slave  of  Satan. 
According  to  His  Father's  decree,  and  His  own  engagement  and 
promise,  He,  in  the  fulness  of  His  love,  came  to  the  very  spot  of 
His  Church's  captivity,  paid  the  price  of  her  redemption,  His 
own  precious  blood  and  His  forfeited  life,  hj  which  she  is 
eternally  freed  from   Satan's  thrall  and  dommion.      But  the 
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elect,  by  nature,  are  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins,  and  bound  in 
Satan's  wiles.  Here  we  have  the  revelation  of  redemption  by 
power.  In  the  time  appointed  of  the  Father,  the  blessed  Spirit 
brings  to  light  the  jewels  of  election  love.  He  knows  the  spot 
where  they  lie  in  sin,  disgrace,  and  death.  He  comes  as  the 
Spirit  of  the  Redeemer,  breaks  their  chains,  and  brings  tbem 
into  living  association  with  their  glorious  Lord.  Redemption  is 
the  line  of  demarcation  between  the  children  of  God  and  the 
children  of  the  devil.  1  say  this  because  Satan's  religious  brood, 
in  these  days  of  degeneracy  and  decay,  are  attempting,  by 
strenuous  eflForts,  to  obliterate  that  line.  They  are  sounding  out 
on  every  hand  that  lying  figment  of  their  father,  general  redemp- 
tion^ which  really  means  universal  damnation.  Errors  the  most 
deadly  are  introduced  to  notice  in  the  most  subtle  and  specious 
manner,  and  in  the  most  unlikely  places :  in  hymn-books,  sermons 
full  of  the  word  Jesus,  and  preachers  the  most  piousy  precise, 
and  punctiUous.  There  are  hymn-books  in  which  you  will  find 
some  of  the  most  blessed  productions  of  the  sweet  singers  in 
Gt)d's  Israel,  and  by  their  side  are  some  of  the  most  filthy,  lying, 
and  en'oneous  effusions  of  the  ministers  of  Satan.  These  are  the 
more  dangerous  to  the  peace  and  comfort  of  the  children  of  God 
through  their  association  with  the  name  of  Jesus,  and  blessed 
are  they  who  have  not  defiled  their  garments  with  them.  But 
this  is  the  glorious  truth  which  my  soul  loves  to  proclaim — 
Particular  and  personal  redemption  by  price  and  by  power  for 
all  those  interested  in  the  everlasting  covenant  of  JEHOVAH'S 
grace,  and  in  His  decree  of  eteraal  and  unconditional  election. 
Here  I  pass  on  to  notice  other  precious  names  given  by  God  to 
His  Church  and  people  in  Christ  Jesus.  It  is  a  blessed  privilege 
for  me  to  know  that  I  am  one  of  the  elect  of  God,  one  of  the 
redeemed  of  the  Lord ;  but  how  much  more  blessed  it  is  for  Him 
to  teach  me  that  which  He  has  declared  in  Isaiah  Ivi.  5  :  *^  Even 
unto  them  will  I  give  in  Mine  house  and  within  My  walls  a  place 
and  a  name  better  than  of  sons  or  of  daughters.  I  will  give 
them  an  everlasting  name,  that  shall  not  be  cut  off."  Would  you 
like  a  view  of  this  name?  Of  course  you  would. 
Look  at  it. 

HEPHZIBAH. 
Turn  to  Isa.  Ixii.  4 :  "  Thou  shalt  no  more  be  termed  Forsaken ; 
neither  shall  thy  land  any  more  be  termed  Desolate  ;  but  thou 
phalt  be  called  Hephzibah."  What  is  that t  ''My  delight  is  in 
her.''  It  is  expressive  of  JEHOVAH'S  delight  in  His  Churdi 
and  people,  in  every  individual  member  of  the  mystical  body  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  In  the  contemplation  of  His  delight  we 
are  lost  in  wonder,  love,  and  praise.  It  is  delight  unutterable 
and  ineffable,  which  can  never  be  fathomed  by  mortal,  or  full/ 
comprehended  by  that  spiritual  kuowled^  which  He  bestows 
upon  His  own.  You  have  a  hint  of  this  in  that  wonderful 
declaration  in  £ph.  iii.  19:  "And  to  know  the  love  of  Christ 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


GARMENTS  UNDEFILED.  191 

which  passeth  knowledge."  We  know  it,  yet  our  knowledge  is 
but  faint.  We  enjoy  it,  and  yet  we  are  brought  to  confess  that 
we  know  Uttle  or  nothing  about  it.  God's  dehght  in  His  Church 
and  people  is  the  same  that  He  had  in  His  Son  when  He  set  Him 
up  in  the  counsels  of  old  as  the  One  Object  in  which  He  would 
Be  everlastingly  glorified.  Dr.  Hawker  knew  a  little  of  this 
when  he  sang, 

"  Oh.  what  love  the  Father  bore  us  I 
Oh,  how  preciouB  in  His  sight ! 
When  He  gaye  His  Church  to  Jetos, 
Jeeus,  His  whole  soul's  delight.** 

The  place  which  the  Church  has  in  the  affections  of  her  God  is 
blessedly  set  forth  in  that  precious  verse, 

"  So  dear,  so  rery  dear  to  God, 
Dearer  I  cannot  be ; 
The  love  wherewith  He  loves  the  Son 
Such  is  His  love  to  me.'* 

BEULAH, 
which  means  fnartied,  is  another  name  found  here.  It 
indicates  the  mutual  love  existing  between  Christ  and  His 
bride.  See  how  this  is  blessedly  described  in  verse  5 :  ''  For  as 
a  younff  man  marrieth  a  virgin,  so  shall  thy  sons  marry  thee : 
and  as  the  bridegroom  rejoiceth  over  the  bride,  so  sliaU  thy  God 
rejoice  over  Uiee.  I  have  tried  to  enumerate  a  few  names, 
Meet,  Redeemed,  Hephzibah,  Beulah.  which  distinguish  a  people 
in  etemeJ  and  undisturbed  union  with  a  covenant  God  in  Chnst. 
We  have  noticed  what  is  meant  by  the  names,  and  will  now  dwell 
upon  the  words, 

"-4  feuu'  In  all  ages  of  the  world  the  people  of  God  have 
been  comparatively  few  in  number.  We  are  sometimes  led  to 
say  when  a  spirit  of  loneliness  steals  over  us,  Surely,  there  never 
was  a  day  when  the  people  of  God  were  so  few  and  error  so  rife. 
If  we  think  a  Uttle,  and  consult  the  experience  of  God's  children 
in  all  ages,  we  shall  find  the  same  complamt  flowing  from  the 
exercised  hearts  of  those  whom  He  nas  separatea  from  the 
corrupt  mass  surrounding  them,  and  broiight  into  living  and 
loving  communion  with  Himself.  One  in  Sodom.  Lone^  Lot 
whose  righteous  soul  was  vexed  from  day  to  day  with  the  filthv 
deeds  of  the  Sodomites.  Only  eight  persons  in  uie  days  of  Noah 
whom  God  would  save  from  the  universal  destruction.  Those 
were  a  few  indeed  in  comparison  to  the  corrupt  mass  of  mankind 
surrounding  them.  David  ofttimes  confessed  his  loneUness.  So 
few  did  he  see  around  him  who  were  interested  in  spiritual 
realities  that  his  soul  cried  out  to  his  God,  "  I  looked  on  my 
right  bandy  and  beheld,  but  there  was  no  man  that  would  know 
me ;  refuge  failed  me ;  no  man  cared  for  mv  soul "  (Psa.  cxlii 
4^.  At  another  time  he  was  so  overwhelmed  with  the  fdAi  of 
anouuding  corruption  as  to  exclaim,  ''Help,  LORD;  ior  the 
godly  man  oeaseth  ;  for  the  faithful  fSaU  from  among  the  children 
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of  men."  Though  living  in  the  midst  of  Israel,  yet  he  knew  the 
lack  of  commnnion  with  the  saints,  and  was  shut  up  to  commune 
in  secret  with  his  God.  Here  I  would  have  you  notice  that  the 
close  of  every  dispensation  has  been  characterised  by  error  and 
idolatry.  ^  At  the  close  of  the  antediluvian  age,  the  patriarchal, 
the  Mosaic,  and  the  prophetic  dispensations,  there  was  a  scarcity 
of  truth,  and  a  paucity  of  numbers  in  the  assemblies  of  the 
saints.  Turn  to  Mai.  iii.  16,  17,  where  you  have  a  description 
of  God's  remnant  in  the  midst  of  declension  and  darkness,  and 
we  may  well  thank  God  for  so  gracious  a  declaration.  "  Then 
they  that  feared  the  LORD  spake  often  one  to  another ;  and 
the  LORD  hearkened,  and  heard  it,  and  a  book  of  remembrance 
was  written  before  Him  for  them  that  feared  the  LORD,  and 
that  thought  upon  His  name.  And  they  shall  be  Mine,  saith  the 
LORD  of  hosts,  in  that  day  when  I  make  up  My  jewels :  "  or,  as 
you  read  in  the  margin,  ''My  special  treasure.^  Come  to  the  New 
Testament  and  mark  well  the  Saviour's  declaration  in  Matt.  vii. 
14  :  "  Strait  is  the  gate,  and  narrow  is  the  way,  which  leadeth 
untojlife,  and  few  there  he  that  find  it.^*  Few  in  comparison  to  the 
many  who  walk  the  broad  road  to  destruction.  Look  now  at 
Matt.  XX.  16,  at  the  close  of  the  parable  of  the  labourers  in  the 
vineyard,  which  labourers,  irrespective  of  the  time  they  had 
laboured,  received  the  same  pay,  "  Every  man  a  penny."  Jesus 
said,  "Many  be  called,  but  few  chosen.'  This  remmds  me  of 
that  declaration  in  Isa.  xli.  13,  14.  This  is  a  chapter  which  has 
been  made  most  precious  to  me.  "  For  I  the  LORD  thy  God 
will  hold  thy  right  hand,  saying  unto  thee,  Fear  not,  I  will  help 
thee.  Fear  not,  thou  worm  Jacob,  and  ye  men  of  Israel ;  "  or, 
according  to  the  mar^n,  "ye  few  men  of  Israeli  "  I  will  help 
thee,  saith  the  LORD,  and  thy  Redeemer,  the  Holy  One  of 
Israel."  A  motley  crowd^yet  lew  in  comparison  to  the  vast 
mass  on  every  hand.  When  Jesus  came  upon  earth,  few 
received  Him.  Search  the  records  of  the  travels  of  God's  sent 
servants  and  you  will  see  that  into  whatsoever  country  or  city 
they  entered,  only  a  few  were  found  who  bowed  to  the 
sovereignty  of  JEHOVAH'S  grace,  or  gloried  in  "  A  full  Christ 
for  empty  sinners."  But  mark  I  "A  few  names  even  in 
Sardis.  That  word  even  denotes  Sardis  to  have  been  a  city  of 
profligacy  and  voluptuousness.  And  so  it  was ;  but  even  here, 
by  the  sovereign  grace  of  God,  Christ  had  a  few  whose  garments 
were  not  defiled. 

"  Their  garments.*^  What  are  we  to  understand  by  their 
garments  t  A  garment  is  a  covering  to  hide  one's  shame  and 
nakedness.  Sin  strips.  Salvation  covers.  Look  through  the 
Book  and  you  find  mention  of  many  of  divers  garments  or  cover- 
ings. Turn  to  Isaiah  xxviii.  20,  where  jovl  read  of  a  covering 
narrower  than  a  man  can  wrap  himself  in  it.  In  chap.  lix.  6, 
we  read  God's  declaration  concerning  theproductions  of  those 
who  were  pleased  with  themselves.    "  llieir  webs  shaU  not 
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become  gannents,  neither  shall  they  cover  themselves  with  their 
works :  their  works  are  works  of  iniquity."  Now  turn  to  chap, 
hriv.  6,  where  the  remnant,  in  the  experience  of  the  trufli 
of  chap,  lix.,  cry  out,  "  But  we  are  all  as  an  nnclean  thmg,  and 
all  onr  righteousnesses  are  as  filthy  rags."  You  notice  that  word 
"  riffhteouanesses  "  is  in  the  plural.  Why  is  this  t  To  show  that 
the  prophet  and  his  companions  meant  their  very  best  righteous- 
ness, their  most  holy  performances,  their  mostsacred  doings.  Yes, 
this  is  all  fact,  for  the  most  hallowed  service  that  we  can  render 
as  springing  from  ourselves,  is  but  filthy  and  polluted  in 
the  sight  of  God.  Now  turn  to  Ezekiel  xvi.  8.  Here  God 
seeks,  finds,  and  saves  His  people.  He  sees  His  Church  in  its 
natural  state  and  condition,  and  says,  "Now  when  I  passed 
by  thee,  and  looked  upon  thee,  behold,  thy  time  was  the  time 
of  love;  and  I  spread  Mv  skirt  over  thee,  and  covered  thy 
nakedness."  God  in  His  Word  teaches  us  that  in  our  sinful  and 
unregenerate  state,  we  stAnd  naked  before  Him ;  but  as  saved 
in  Christ  and  quickened  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  we  stand  clothed 
and  accepted  of  Him.  What  is  the  clothing  which  God  provides 
for  His  people  ?  Turn  to  Rev.  vii.  9  :  "  After  this  I  beheld,  and, 
lo,  a  great  multitude,  which  no  man  coald  number,  of  all 
nations,  and  kindreds,  and  people,  and  tongues,  stood  before  the 
throne,  and  before  the  Lamb,  clothed  with  white  rcbee,  and  palms 
in  their  hands."  Come  to  chap.  xix.  8  and  14 :  "  And  to  her 
was  granted  that  she  should  be  arrayed  in  fine  linen,  clean  and 
white  ;  for  the  fine  linen  is  the  righteousness  of  saints.  And  the 
armies  which  were  in  heaven  followed  Him  upon  white  horses, 
clothed  in  fine  linen^  white  and  clean,^^  The  fine  linen,  the  right- 
eousnes  of  saints,  in  which  they  stand  clothed  and  accepted 
before  God,  is  the  righteousness  of  Christ.  The  righteousness  of 
God  is  the  righteousness  of  the  law,  and  the  righteousness 
of  the  law  is  the  righteousness  of  faith.  This  is  the  faith 
of  God  and  the  faith  of  God's  elect  which  apprehends  and 
enjoys  in  Christ  a  righteousness  in  which  he  stands  for  ever  just. 
It  is  a  mercy  to  know  that  into  whatever  depths  of  sin  we  may 
be  plunged,  to  whatever  lengths  of  disobedience  we  may 
wander,  or  to  whatever  heights  of  presumption  we  may  soar, 
we  can  never  soil  or  sully  that  nure  white  robe  of  everlasting 
and  perfect  righteousness  proviaed  for  us  in  the  person,  love, 
blood,  and  obedience  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour. 

What  are  we  to  understand  by  the  expression,  "  which  have 
not  defiled  their  garmente  I  "  If  you  will  turn  to  1  Peter  v.  5,  you 
win  read  the  new  covenant  command,  **Be  clothed  with 
humility."  Not  only  clothed  and  justified  in  the  robe  of  Christ's 
righteousness,  but  giving  evidence  of  this  by  the  possession  of 
the  spirit  of  Christ.  Clothed  with  humility  we  are  found  in  one- 
ness of  spirit  at  the  feet  of  Him  who  hunabled  Himself.  Yet 
often  we  grieve  because,  through  association  with  the  world, 
through  yidding  to  the  meek  and  mild  opponents  or4)ur  sove- 
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reign  Lord  JEHOVAH-JESUS,  through  parleyinff  with  tho$e 
who  know  Him  not,  and  who  tone  dovm  His  truth  to  truckle 
with  Satan's  speckled  brood,  we  see  poor  sinners  soiled,  sullied, 
and  sorrowing,  and  lon^g  for  the  all-cleansing  fountain  of  a 
Saviour's  blood.  Yet,  blessed  be  God,  there  are  a  few  names 
even  now  who  have  not  defiled  then*  garments.  True  humility 
characterises  them. 

Look  at  that  which  trenchant  Jude  brings  before  us  in  the  23rd 
verse  of  his  short  epistle  :  **  Hating  even  the  garment  spotted  by  the 
Jleelu**  Mark  vou,  this  is  not  a  garment  wholly  stained,  but 
merely  spotted  with  the  flesh.  It  is  a  real  luxury  to  meet  with 
a  man  in  the  midst  of  abounding  oorruption,  error,  and  idolatry, 
whose  ministerial  garment  is  unspotted  by  the  flesh.  Even  now 
there  are  some,  but  these  very  few  indeed,  who  stand  up  to  de- 
clare *'  all  the  counsel  of  God  without  taking  the  counsel  of 
men.  With  them,  God  is  ever}'thing  and  the  sinner  nothing ; 
God  is  full  of  grace  and  compassion  for  empty,  hell-deserving 
sinners ;  God  is  All  in  all  in  the  work  of  salvation,  from  His 
decree  of  election  to  the  consummation  of  that  decree  in  the 
glorification  of  eveiy  elect  vessel  of  mercy.  Is  it  not  our  mercy 
to  know,  that  ^vithin  the  walls  of  Grove  Chapel,  God's  glorious 
truth  is  proclaimed.  His  sovereign  decrees  are  sounded  forth  t 
Here,  there  is  no  hawking  of  linsey-wolsey  garments,  no  yoking 
the  ox  and  the  ass  together,  no  sowing  with  mingled  seed,  a 
little  of  free-g^ace  and  a  little  of  free-will.  Here  we  seek  not 
the  world's  favour,  patronage,  or  support  We  desire  to  have 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  those  wnose  teachings  and  creed 
oast  reflections  upon  the  covenant  God  and  Father  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  holds  that  the  Father  elected  some  whom 
the  Son  fails  to  save  and  the  Spirit  cannot  reachi  Arminianism 
can  do  nothing  else  but  bolster  up  a  disappointed  God,  a  defeated 
Christ,  and  a  disgraced  Holy  Ghost.  No  disappointed  God  here  I 
No  defeated  Christ  in  this  pulpit  I  No  disgraced  Holy  Ghost 
known  among  us.  Oh,  no  I  We  rejoice  in  the  knowledge  of 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  in  council  before  the  worlds  were 
framed ;  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost  in  the  glorious  work  of 
the  Church's  redemption ;  Father,  Son,  and  Hoty  Ghost  in  the 
work  of  regeneration.  See  I  *'  Christ,  through  the  eternal  Spirit, 
offered  Himself  without  spot  to  God'^  (Heb.  ix.  14).  "  Through 
Christ  we  have  access  by  one  Spirit  to  the  Father  "  (Eph.  ii.  IS). 
To  be  kept  with  a  single  eye  to  God's  glory,  to  be  kept  firmly 
standing  on  new  covenant  ground,  to  be  kept  in  communion  and 
association  with  a  sovereign  God  in  Christ  by  the  indwelling 
of  the.  blessed  Spirit,  is  truly  a  miracle  of  grace  in  these 
days  of  compromise  and  declension.  We  now  come  to  con- 
sider, 

II.— The  reward—"  And  they  shall  walk  with  Me  in  white." 
Amos  asks  the  question,  *'  Can  two  walk  together  except  they 
be  agreed  ?  "  (chap.  iii.  3).     They  cannot,  I  Siink ;  I  could  not 
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walk  half  a  dozen  yards  in  agreement  with  any  free-will 
walker.  This  may  be  owing  to  what  a  lady  in  Mallow,  Ireland, 
styles  mv  "  hot  temper."  Well,  let  it  be  so.  Compromise  with 
error  I  hate,  coquetting  with  free-will  traitors  I  disdain.  With 
me,  it  is  either  God's  free-gi-ace,  or  man's  free-will.  Which  of 
the  two  has  the  pre-eminence  with  ns  ?  God's  free-^ace  and  no 
admixture  will  do  for  me.  Now,  if  two  are  walkmg  together, 
there  must  be  agreement  Blessed  be  the  name  of  our  God, 
the  agpreement  wrought  between  Himself  and  us  is  all  His  own 
work,  according  to  His  good  pleasure  in  Christ  Jesus  by  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  in  us.  Reconciliation  is  God's  work 
m  elect  man,  not  man's  work  with  God.  See  Col.  L  21 :  "  And 
you  that  were  sometime  alienated  and  enemies  in  your  mind  by 
wicked  works,  yet  now  hath  He  reconciled."  That  blessed  word 
reconcile  in  every  portion  of  God's  Word,  has  reference  to  His 

Seople,  and  not  to  Himself.  We  know  nothing  of  a  reconciled 
roa,  but  we  do  know  something  of  a  reconcUed  people  to  an 
ever-loving  and  compassionate  God.  It  was  His  to  break  down 
all  enmity  and  to  bring  His  whole  Church  together  in  blessed 
unity  of  spirit  and  oneness  of  heart  in  Himself.  Now^  walking 
together  mdicates  life  and  activity  as  well  as  agreement  and 
hallowed  intimacy.  A  loving  Saviour  delights  in  making 
Himself  intimate  with  the  people  of  His  Father's  choice.  He 
has  many  ways  of  doing  so.  i  love  to  be  found  in  company 
with  the  two  doubters  who  walked  together  from  Jerusalem  to 
Emmaus,  even  though  I  must  be  called  a  fool.  As  Jesus  walked 
and  talked  with  them.  He  said,  '*  0  fools,  and  slow  of  heart  to 
believe  all  that  the  prophets  have  spoken,"  and  He  ofttimes  says 
to  me,  **  0  fool,  and  slow  of  heart  to  believe."  He  says  quite 
right.  He  compUments  me  not  on  the  strength  of  my  iaith, 
neither  does  He  pat  me  on  the  head  because  of  my  trust  in  Him. 
Sometimes  I  do  experience  how  graciously  He  draws  near  to  me, 
but  mj  eyes  are  holden  that  I  cannot  see  Him.  He  draws  out 
my  spirit  to  Him  in  confessions  of  sin,  sorrow,  and  suffering.  He 
opens  to  me  the  treasures  of  His  gracious  goodness,  redeeming 
love,  and  resurrection-power.  He  reveals  Himself,  and  almost 
immediately  vanishes  out  of  my  si^ht.  "  And  they  said  one  to 
another,  Did  not  our  heart  burn  within  U9  while  He  talked  with 
us  by  the  way.  and  while  He  opened  to  us  the  Scriptures  1 " 
And  so  say  we.  In  all  this  we  feel  spiritual  intimacy  and  heart 
nearness.  But  Jesus  says,  they  shall  not  only  walk  with  Him, 
but  it  shall  be 

**  In  whiter  What  does  this  denote  *?  Innocence,  purity,  and 
perfection.  The  Church  in  her  bridal  attire  ever  appears  in 
the  eyes  of  her  Bridegroom,  innocent,  pure,  perfect. 

**  Bctroth'd  in  lore  ere  time  began, 

His  blood-boaght  bride  with  Jesas  see  ; 
Made  by  eternal  union  ONE, 
Who  was,  and  is,  and  is  to  be. 
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Thus  in  His  eyes  she  erer  itood 
From  wrinkle  and  from  blemish  free  ; 

LoTed  with  the  dateless  lore  of  God, 
And  blessed  by  the  Great  Sacred  Three." 

White  garments  also  indicate  true  nobility  and  acceptance 
at  court.  You  see  this  in  the  case  of  Mordecai,  in  Esther  viii. 
15 :  '*  And  Mordecai  went  out  from  the  presence  of  the  king 
in  royal  apparel  of  blue  and  white,  and  with  a  great  crown  of 
gold,  ana  with  a  garment  of  fine  linen."  As  assuredly  as  a 
ohild  of  God  has  been  brought  into  experimental  oneness  with 
a  precious  Christ,  he  will  stand  before  his  God  as  a  noble  indeed 
among  Heaven's  aristocracy.  White  raiment  proclaimed  the 
wearer  to  be  a  conqueror,  so  all  the  white-robea  throng  before 
the  throne  are  more  than  conquerors  through  him  that  loved 
them. 

III. — The  reason—"  For  they  are  worthy.''  All  the  worthi- 
ness we  possess,  or  shall  possess,  is  in  Christ  our  Surety, 
Saviour,  Husband,  and  Head.  But  I  believe  the  worthiness  of 
the  text  has  reference  to  the  experience  and  endurance  of  the 
living  child  of  God.  One  illustration  must  suffice.  In  Judges 
vii.  2 — 7,  we  read  when  Gideon  called  his  army  together  it 
numbered  two-and-thirty  thousand  men.  When  it  was 
weeded  of  those  who  were  fearful  and  afraid,  "  there  remained 
ten  thousand."  But  God  would  have  Gideon  brinff  those  down 
to  the  water,  and  only  those  who  lapped  the  water  lite  a  dog,  and 
bowed  down  upon  their  knees  to  dnnk,  were  accounted  worthv 
to  war  against  the  enemies  of  Israel.  So  the  worthiness  of  God  8 
walkers  and  warriors  is  of  God  from  first  to  last.  Consult  at  your 
leisure  Matt.  x.  11,  with  Luke  xx.  35,  and  xxi.  36:  "  Watch  ye 
therefore  and  pray  always,  that  ye  may  be  accounted  worthy  to 
escape  all  these  things  that  shall  come  to  pass,  and  to  stand 
before  the  Son  of  Man."  Why  worthy?  because  the  graces 
which  were  Divinely  communicated  were  Divinely  tested.  See ! 
an  arch  is  built,  and  its  strength  lies  in  its  weakest  point. 
Before  it  is  declared  fit  for  general  use,  it  must  be  tested.  Heavv 
weights  are  brought  to  bear  upon  it — it  stands  the  test.  Is 
that  arch  stronger  after  the  testing  than  it  was  before?  Not  a 
whit.  But  the  testing  and  the  endurance  proclaimed  its  value 
and  its  worth.  So  it  is  with  the  work  of  feod  in  the  hearts  of 
His  people.  It  is  perfect,  yet  it  shall  be  tested  again  and  again. 
Those  who  experience  this  testing,  shall  be  declared  worthy  to 
walk  with  Chnst  in  white,  and  shall  confess  that  all  their  worthi- 
ness flows  from  their  gracious  Redeemer,  according  to  the 
sovereign  decree  of  the  Father,  by  the  grace  and  indwelling  of 
His  blessed  Spirit. 

May  it  be  yours  and  mine  to  know,  by  the  teaching  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  that  we  are  JEHOVAH'S  separated  ones,  kept  by 
His  power  "  through  laith,  ready  to  be  revealed  in  the  last  time. 
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DIVINE    CERTAINTIES    PROCLAIMED    TO 
PERISHING   OUTCASTS. 
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Pbeaohed  in  Obove  Chapel,  Cahbebwell,  on  Sunday  Mobnikg, 
Maboh  16th,  1879,  BY 

THOMAS    BRADBURY. 


"  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  that  day,  that  the  great  tmmpet  shall  be  blown, 
and  they  shall  come  which  were  ready  to  perish  in  the  land  oi  Assyria,  and  the 
outcasts  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  shall  worship  the  LORD  in  the  holy  mount  at 
Jerusalem." — Isaiah  xxvU.  18. 

CERTAINTY  is  stamped  upon  eveiy  declaration  of  JEHO- 
VAH'S  Word.  Certainty  is  clearly  revealed  in  every 
precious  promise  shining  in  the  portion  which  I  have  read  for 
our  meditation  this  morning.  I  love  to  deal  with  certainties ; 
with  clear  and  transparent  things ;  with  solid  and  substantial 
realities.  There  is  no  satisfaction  experienced  in  my  heart  when 
doubt,  suspicion,  or  hesitancy  lurk  therein.  In  Divine  certainties 
I  find  everything  for  my  comfort  and  encouragement,  to 
give  me  a  gracious  lift  out  of  my  doubts,  fears,  and  surmisings, 
set  my  feet  with  firm  footing  upon  the  Rock  of  eternal  ages, 
and  order  vrith  infallible  accuracy  my  goings  in  the  wilderness. 
Poor  doubting  and  fearing  ones,  those  who  would  rather  doubt 
than  presume,  may  be  ready  to  ask,  Why  are  you  so  certain  ? 
Upon  what  is  your  confidence  grounded!  I  answer,  JEHOVAH'S 
own  Word,  in  the  description  of  the  persons  addressed  in  this 
blessed  portion.  These  characters  and  characteristics  I  find  in 
my  own  experience.  Look  at  them  !  **  Ready  to  perish." 
"  Outcasts."      Cast  off  from   the  sensible  reahsation   of    the 

fresence  of  Him  I  love.  But  look  at  the  certainties  of  the  text, 
n  it  the  truth  is  not  clogged  with  conditions,  but  appeai-s  in 
positive  declarations,  unmistakable  assertions,  and  clear  reve- 
lations. "  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  that  day."  It  does  not 
say.  It  may  come  to  pass,  or  provision  has  been  made  for  its 
coming  to  pass,  but, "  It  shall  come  to  pass. "  Satan  may  say  Nay, 
but  Jehovah  says  Yea.     "  For  all  the  promises  of  God  in  Jesus 

No.  121.— Paici  Omk  Pbnmy. 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


198  GROVE  CHAPEL  PULPIT. 

Christ  are  Yea,  and  in  Him  Amen,  unto  the  glory  of  God  by 
ns  "  (2  Cor.  i.  20).  A  guilty  conscience  may  say  Nay  ;  an  un- 
believingspirit  will  say  Nay.  JEHOVAH'S  Yea  will  ever  stand 
good  to  His  people  in  Christ  Jesus.    Toplady  might  well  sing,— 

<*  His  promiee  is  Yea  and  Amen, 
And  never  was  forfeited  yet." 

And,  blessed  be  His  name,  never  will  be.  *'  It  shall  come  to 
pass."  No  *^  if,  but,  perhaps,  or  peradventure  '*  here.  "  In  that 
day."  A  certain  time.  "  The  great  trumpet  shall  be  blown. 
Certainty  again.  ''  And  they  shall  come:'  Certainty  is  seen  in 
every  declaration.  And  they  **  sImU  worship  the  LORD^'  It  is 
not,  they  may  worship  the  LORD,  or  they  ought  to  worship 
Hun,  but  ''they  shalir  Where?  '*In  the  holy  mount  at 
Jerusalem."  The  persons,  periods,  performances,  privileges, 
and  place  all  irrevocably  fixed  by  our  covenant  God. 

It  is  ours  for  a  short  time  to  consider — 

I. — The  certain  sound — '^  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  m  that 
day,  that  the  great  trumpet  shall  be  blown."  ^ 

II.— The  certain  characters — The  *'  ready  to  pei-ish  m  the 
land  of  Assyria,  and  the  outcasts  in  the  land  of  Egvpt.** 

HI. — ^The  certain  effects — "And  they  shall  come,  and 
shall  worship  the  LORD  in  the  holy  mount  at  Jerusalem." 

L— The  certain  sound— "And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in 
that  day,  that  the  great  trumpet  shall  be  blown."  Notice  the 
time  mentioned,  "in  that  day."  What  day  is  this?  A  few 
Sundays  ago  I  endeavoured  to  set  before  you  the  meaning  of 
this  expression  as  it  appears  frequently  in  the  major  and  mmor 
prophets—"  That  day. '  "  The  day  of  the  Lord"  has  reference 
to  His  visitations  in  grace  and  judgment,  when  the  creature  is 
humbled,  and  JEHOVAH  is  AU  in  aU.  It  is  the  day  when  God 
is  everything,  and  the  sinner  in  himself  is  nothing  at  all.  It  is 
the  day  of  JEHOVAH-JESUS'  power,  according  to  Psalm  ex. 
3,  where  JEHOVAH  the  Father,  speaking  to  JEHOVAH  the 
Son  as  the  Governor,  Ruler,  and  King  of  His  people,  says, 
"Thy  people  shall  be  willing  in  the  day  of  Thy  power.  A 
people  wiUmg  tc  be  saved  according  to  God's  plan.  A  people 
wiUing  to  bear  the  burdens  their  Governor  places  upon  them. 
A  people  willing  to  endure  the  suflFerings  which  infinite  wisdom 
has  designed  for  them.  A  people  willing  to  pass  through  much 
tribulation  for  the  sake  of  their  kind  and  gracious  Master.  A 
people  willing  to  pass  through  pain  or  pleasure  accordmg  to 
the  Father's  predestmating  and  never-failing  providence, 
whether  they  be  left  to  sigh  at  mercy's  door,  or  privileged  to  at 
at  the  banquet  of  love  feasting  upon  the  rich  proviaons  of  His 
grace ;  whether  they  be  longing  for  glimpses  of  His  glory,  or 
lost  in  the  fuhiess  of  His  covenant  favour.  *'  Thy  people  shall 
be  wilUng  in  the  day  of  Thy  power."  Not  onlV  the  day  of 
atonement,  but  the  day  of  resurrection-power  and^lory.   This 
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portion  refers  to  our  Lord's  ascension,  when  He  passed  into  the 
heavens  and  became  Head  over  all  thin^  to  His  Church  and 
people.  It  means  also  the  time  appointed  of  tho  Father  when 
the  ready-to-perish  ones,  and  the  outcasts,  should  be  visited 
with  His  salvation.  At  that  very  time,  on  that  very  day,  "  the 
^eat  trumpet  shall  be  blown."  Notice  the  unerring  certainty 
m  act  and  time.  "  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  that'  day." 
JEHOVAH  has  so  planned  and  designed  as  to  admit  of  no 
failure  or  miscarriage  in  connection  with  any  of  His  arrange- 
ments. When  the  time  of  love  arrives,  when  the  day  of  grace 
and  power  dawns  upon  any  elect  vessel  of  mercy,  His  sweet 
communications  of  love  must  be  made,  and  the  silvery  notes 
from  Zion's  trumpet  must  be  heard.  We  will  now  notice  the 
words, — 

"  The  great  trumpet  shall  be  bloivn.^*  In  every  portion  of 
God's  Word  where  He  employs  metaphors,  similitudes,  and 
illustrations,  mysterious  meanings  lie  beneath  them ;  but  we  are 
sure  to  find  other  portions  which  fully  explain  them.  Our  text, 
no  doubt,  is  an  allusion  to  Numbers  x,  1 — 10,  where  we  have 
described  the  material,  make,  and  use  of  the  silver  trumpets. 
^*  And  the  LORD  spake  unto  Moses,  saying.  Make  thee  two 
trumpets  of  silver ;  of  a  whole  piece  shalt  thou  make  them  :  that 
thou  mayest  use  them  for  the  calling  of  the  assembly,  and  for  the 
journeying  of  the  camps."  Why  two  trumpets  1  God  had  a 
reason  for  commanding  Moses  to  make  two.  He  never  does 
anything  without  a  reason,  and  it  is  our  mercy  to  know  that  He 
never  goes  out  of  Himself  for  a  reason.  ^*  With  whom  took  He 
counsel,  and  who  instructed  Him,  and  taught  Him  in  the  path 
of  judgment,  and  taught  Him  knowledge,  and  showed  to  Him 
the  way  of  understanding  t "  (^Isaiah  xl.  14).  JEHOVAH  takes 
counsel  with  none.  The  Divine  Three  took  counsel  with  each 
other  in  covenant  before  the  worlds  were  framed.  They  took 
counsel  in  the  creation  of  man,  according  to  Gen.  i.  26 :  ''  And 
God  said.  Let  Us  make  man."  The  Divine  Three  went  not 
beyond  the  bounds  of  Deity  for  counsel.  Here  JEHOVAH 
says  to  Moses,  **  Make  thee  two  trumpets  of  silver.'*  Why  two  ! 
Because  "  in  the  mouth  of  two  or  three  witnesses  every  word 
shall  be  established"  (Matt,  xviii.  16).  So  the  two  silver 
trumpets  were  types  of  the  testimonies  of  God's  witnesses  who 
witness,  not  by  their  own  breath,  but  by  the  breath  of  God,  the 
inspiration  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  In  this  dispensation  of  grace, 
God's  testimony  is  not  by  man,  but  by  men  who  are  witnesses 
of  the  grace,  glory,  power,  and  majesty  of  Chiist  as  He  is 
revealed  in  the  waiting  and  wanting  hearts  of  His  people. 
But  look  at  the  materialand  the  make  of  these  trumpets : — 

"  Of  a  whole  piece  shalt  thou  make  them. "  No  harsh  brav 
of  sounding  brass ;  but  clear,  sweet  notes  of  God's  silver.  "  Of 
a  whole  piece.**  What  does  this  signify  1  That  the  testimony 
which  goes  forth  from  God's  sent  messengers  is  all  of^a  piece. 
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In  their  proclamation  of  the  sovereign  grace  of  God  no  dis- 
cordant notes  are  heard.  In  the  precious  testimony  going  forth 
from  Zion's  trumpeters  the  joyful  sound  of  salvation  all  efface 
from  first  to  last  is  anxiously  welcomed  by  those  who  are  feelingly 
ready  to  perish  and  cast  out  from  Zion  and  from  God.  All  of  a 
piece  is  the  testimony  in  Grove  Chapel.  I  ask — but  not  egotis- 
tically— I  ask,  in  the  presence  of  Him  with  whom  I  have  to  do, 
and  to  whom  I  am  frequentlv  called  to  render  an  account,  as 
one  who  watches  over  the  souls  of  Zion's  pilgrims,  Is  my  testi- 
mony all  of  a  piece  *?  Well,  1  thank  God,  and  that  with  a  good 
conscience,  I  can  look  Him  in  the  face  and  say,  that  from  the 
first  time  my  mouth  was  opened  here  to  the  present  day,  the 
testimony  has  been  ever  the  same ; — man  nothing — ^nay,  in  him- 
self, worse  than  nothing — and  God  everything  in  the  salvation, 
security,  and  solace  of  His  children,  and  in  the  sympathy  which 
flows  from  the  heart  of  the  once  sorrowing,  troubled,  and  tempted 
Christ.  All  of  a  piece  1  The  glorious  Gospel  of  the  blessed 
God  is  not  sounded  forth  clogged  with  conditions.  It  knows 
nothing  of  a  salvation  partly  of  God  and  partly  of  man — man  to 
do  something  which  is  called  **  his  part^'^  and  then  God  will  meet 
him.  Such  a  declaration  would  only  be  for  the  discomfiture  of 
the  children  of  God  and  the  triumph  of  Satan's  designs  a^inst 
them.  But,  blessed  be  God,  such  a  God-dishonouring  testimony 
we  know  not,  for  ours,  from  first  to  last,  is  all  of  grace — free, 
sovereign,  uninfluenced,  immutable,  and  invincible.  But  look 
at  the  use  of  the  trumpets. 

'*  That  thou  mayest  use  them  for  the  calling  of  the 
assembly."  This  reminds  us  of  "the  general  assembly  and 
Church  of  the  first-bom  which  are  written  in  heaven  "  (Heb.  xii. 
22 — 24).  You  may  rest  assured  of  this,  nothing  will  attract  and 
allure  the  members  of  the  mystical  body  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  who  know  their  natural  vileness  and  the  preciousness  of 
their  Head,  but  the  clear  sound  .of  the  Gospel  of  God's  free  and 
sovereign  grace.  It  is  the  power  of  this  Gospel  which  makes 
them  a  worshipping,  wandering,  and  warring  people.  God's 
people  are  a  worehipping  people,  but  their  worshipping  does  not 
exempt  them  from  wandering.  Some  of  you  know  this,  as  sure 
as  you  are  here  to-day  worshipping  Him  m  spirit  and  in  tinith, 
enjoying  sweet  rest  through  the  revealing  of  His  covenant  pur- 
poses and  gracious  performances  by  the  indweUing  of  His  blessed 
Spirit,  the  anxious,  dread  to-morrow  stares  you  in  the  face. 
Yes,  you  know  that  to-morrow  you  must  wander  hither  and 
thither,  whither  you  would  not.  You  know,  too,  that  as  assuredly 
as  you  have  been  summoned  to  worship  by  the  sound  of  the 
Gospel  trumpet,  with  it«  sweet  and  silvery  strains  of  heavenly 
music,  so  you  have  been  called  to  warfare,  and  to  war  again  you 
must  go.    Let  a  man  with  that  faithful  and  uncompromising 

Spirit  with  which  God  endows  some  of  His  own  sent  ministers, 
eclare  unflinchingly  the  eternal  and  unconditional  salvation  of 
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the  elect  in  Christ  Jesus,  refute  error,  and  rebuke  heretics,  he 
will  be  sure  to  meet  with  trimmers  and  temporizers  who  pander 
to  hypocrisy  and  plead  for  the  murderers  of  God's  fair  truth, 
saying,  **  We  ought  to  pity  and  pray  for  them.  We  ought  to 
deal  gently  with  them.'  What  I  Deal  gently  with  error,  lies, 
and  hypocrisy  ?  Never  1  If  it  is  mine  to  pluck  up  an  Arminian 
or  Popish  nettle,  I  must  grasp  it  firmly  or  it  will  sting  me. 
Blessed  be  God,  it  is  mine  to  stand  up  in  His  name  and  fear  for  the 
comfort  and  consolation  of  His  tried  and  tempted  children ;  it  is  mine 
to  sound  an  alarm  in  Zion  when  enemies  and  traitors  are  lurking 
about ;  it  is  mine  in  the  testimony  of  His  truth  to  rebuke  those 
who  are  not  sound  in  the  faith,  while  the  weaklings  in  faith  are 
encouraged  and  comforted.  The  blessing  of  the  free-grace 
trumpetis  is  **for  the  calling  of  the  assembly,  and  for  the 
journeying  of  the  camps."    Now  notice 

Tlie  times  when  the  trumpets  shall  be  blown.  Turn  to 
Numbers  xxix.  1  i  "  And  in  the  seventh  month,  on  the  first  day 
of  the  month,  ye  shall  have  an  holy  convocation :  ye  shall  do  no 
servile  work :  it  is  a  day  of  blowing  the  trumpets  unto  you." 
This  feast  jof  trumpets  was  at  the  commencement  of  the  civil 
year.  In  the  Jewish  code  of  laws  there  were  the  civil  and 
ecclesiastical  years,  and  here  we  read  the  trumpets  were  blown 
at  the  commencement  of  the  civil  vear.  This  teaches  me  that 
which  is  ofttimes  denied  by  some  who  are  sound  in  the  letter  of 
truth — who  own  and  acknowledge  a  sovereign  God  in  spiritual 
things,  but  who  ignore  Him  altogether  in  providential  matters. 
If  JEHOVAH  has  nothing  to  do  with  my  providential  affainSy 
He  has  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  me.  But  He  has  to  do  with 
my  providential  matters. 

*<  He  manages  my  mean  affairs." 

I  like  that  precious  translation  of  Psa.  Ivii.  2  :  "  I  will  crv  unto 
God  Most  High,  unto  God  the  Transactor  of  my  affairs. '  He 
knows  how  many  crosses  will  be  salutary  for  me,  and  how  many 
mercies  I  shall  prize.  He  has  wisely  ordered  the  number  of 
disappointments  I  must  experience,  and  the  amount  of  provision 
which  shall  gi*ace  my  table.  He  has  arranged  with  infallible 
accuracy  the  number  of  pounds  I  shall  receive  in  the  year,  and 
the  number  of  pennies  I  shall  possess  in  a  day.  If  He  gives  me 
hundreds  this  vear  and  withholds  them  the  next,  it  is  all  in 
accordance  vri th  His  covenant  arrangements.  He  is  "too  wise  to 
err,  and  too  good  to  be  unkind."  Our  God  can  never  make  a 
mistake.  Acknowledging  a  God  of  providence,  we  love  to  notice 
the  birthdays  of  those  who  are  near  and  dear  to  us.  I  love  to 
notice,  with  the  love  and  affection  of  my  heart,  the  day  on 
which  God  sent  into  the  world  any  eternally-loved  and  elect  vessel 
of  mercy;  but  simply  to  notice  one  day  in  the  year  would  be  cold 
comfort  to  such  an  one.  Our  God  has  made  provision  for  the 
monthly  and  daily  acknowledgment  of  Hi9  gracious  deaUngs 
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with  US.  See  Numbers  x.  10:  "  Also  in  the  day  of  your  gladness, 
and  in  your  solemn  days,  and  in  the  beginnings  of  your  months, 
ye  shall  blow  with  the  trumpets  over  your  burnt  oflFerings,  and 
over  the  sacrifices  of  your  peace  oflFerings ;  that  they  may  be  to 
you  for  a  memorial  before  your  God  :  I  am  the  LORD  your 
God.*'  At  the  beginning  of  months,  as  well  as  the  beginning  of 
years,  ay,  and  in  the  day  of  gladness  and  in  the  solemn  days. 
"  In  all  thy  ways  acknowledge  Him,  and  He  shall  direct  thy 
paths "  (Prov.  iii.  6).  Whatever  our  days  may  be,  glad  or 
solemn,  joyful  or  sorrowful,  may  it  be  ours  to  acknowledge 
JEHOVAH  as  our  covenant  God  and  Father  in  the  Son  of  His 
love.  When  He  comes  down  to  me  in  loving  correction, 
causing  me  to  grieve  and  sigh,  may  I  acknowledge  Him  there. 
When  He  visits  me  in  pity  and  lovingkindness,  and  sweetly 
whispers  to  my  heart,  "  Like  as  a  father  pitieth  his  children,  so 
I  pity  thee,  for  I  know  that  thoufearest  Me,"  then  I  do  acknow- 
ledge Him.  When  He  blesses  me  with  the  luxuries  of  His 
providence,  I  would  acknowledge  Him.  When  He  blesses 
me  with  the  want  of  them,  I  would  acknowledge  Him  in  the 
want.  So  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  of  the  month,  of 
the  day,  and,  may  I  not  say,  of  the  hour,  may  I  acknowledge  a 
gracious  covenant  God  who  reveals  Himself  in  the  silvery  tones 
of  Gospel  music,  sounded  from  the  trumpets  of  His  own  design- 
ing, which  are  all  of  a  piece. 

But  He  tells  us  who  were  to  blow  the  trumpets.  "  And  the 
sons  of  Aaron,  the  priests,  shall  blow  with  the  trumpets ;  and 
they  shall  be  to  you  for  an  ordinance  for  ever  throughout  your 
generations."  Aaron  and  his  sons,  the  priests,  were  lively  types 
of  Christ  and  His  worshipping  people.  As  you  notice  the  types 
in  the  first  seven  chapters  of  Leviticus,  you  will  see  in  the 
offerings  of  God's  appointing,  Aaron  and  his  sons  compassing 
the  altar  and  feastmg  upon  the  portion  assigned  to  them  by 
God.  "  For  the  wave  breast  and  the  heave  shoulder  have  I 
taken  of  the  children  of  Israel  from  off  the  sacrifices  of  their 
peace  offerings,  and  have  given  them  unto  Aaron  the  priest,  and 
unto  his  sons  by  a  statute  for  ever  from  among  the  children  of 
Israel."  You  have  a  hint  of  this  in  the  10th  verse  of  the  chapter 
before  us  (Numbers  x.) :  "Ye  shall  blow  with  the  trumpets  over 
your  burnt  offerings,  and  over  the  sacrifices  of  your  peace 
offerings."  In  the  burnt  offering  I  see  a  whole  Christ  accepted 
for  me  and  I  accepted  in  Him.  It  is  not  Christ  and  my 
experience,  not  that;  for,  blessed  be  His  holy  name,  my 
acceptance  is  not  measured  by  my  experience,  yet  I  love  to 
know  that  my  experience  reaches  to  the  standard  of  God's 
appointment — His  Christ.  As  the  free-grace  trumpet  sounds 
over  mv  peace-offering,  my  soul  delights  to  feed  upon  the  breast 
of  everlasting  love,  and  upon  the  shoulder  of  irresistible  power. 
Whatever  may  be  my  state  or  condition,  whether  worshippipe 
before  the  throne,  wandering  in  Uie  wilderness,  or  warring  with 
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enemies  external  and  internal,  He  has  declared  that  the  great 
trampet  proclaiming  salvation,  deliverance,  and  victory,  shall  be 
sounded  in  my  ears.  You  will  find  mention  of  the  blowing  of 
the  trumpet  in  Lev.  xxv.  9:  "Then  shalt  thou  cause  the  trumpet 
of  the  jubilee  to  sound  on  the  tenth  day  of  the  seventh  month, 
in  the  day  of  atonement  shall  ye  make  the  trumpet  sound 
throughout  all  your  land."  The  sound  of  this  trumpet  proclaimed 
liberty  to  the  captive,  and  the  restoration  of  forfeited  inherit- 
ances to  their  ori^nal  owners.  This  reminds  us  of  the  precious 
testimony  in  Pscum  Ixxxix.  15 :  **  Blessed  is  the  people  that 
know  the  joyful  sound  ;  they  shall  walk,  0  LORD,  in  the  light 
of  Thy  countenance."  In  all  this  institution  we  have  prefigured 
the  glorious  truths  of  the  Gospel  of  the  grace  of  God.  But 
here  I  would  have  you  notice  one  important  fact :  think  about 
it,  ponder  over  it,  and  may  God  lead  you  to  a  blessed  solution 
of  the  seeming  difficulty.  In  this  25th  of  Leviticus  you  read 
of  the  institution  of  the  year  of  jubilee,  but  you  find  not  a 
single  mention  of  the  observance  of  it  throughout  the  whole 
history  of  ancient  Israel.  What  does  this  speak  to  you  and 
me  ?  That  it  has  to  do  especially  with  God  s  spiritual  Israel, 
His  own  elect  throughout  all  time,  and  that  it  shall  be  blessedly 
experienced  in  the  hearts  of  His  people  by  the  grace  and 
inawelling  of  God  the  ever-blessed  Spirit. 

II. — ^Thb  CERTAIN  CHARACTERS— The  "ready  to  perish  in  the 
land  of  Assyria,  and  the  outcasts  in  the  land  of  Egypt." 
These  words  inspired  ray  heart  with  a  little  confidence  and 
comfort  this  morning,  giving  me  to  experience  a  certainty  in  the 
things  of  God.  It  is  blessed  and  most  precious  when  we  are 
led  by  the  Holy  Ghost  into  the  temple  of  eternal  truth,  and  are 
enabled,  by  grace  preventing,  following,  and  surrounding  us,  to 
claim  as  our  own  the  bounties,  benefits,  and  blessings  which 
abound  to  favoured  sinners  by  Jesus  Christ.  Now  if  you  had  a 
Gospel  not  all  of  a  piece,  there  would  be  no  possibility  of  your 
claiming  with  conndence  the  blessings  of  salvation  or  the 
enjoyment  of  them.  If  you  delighted  not  in  a  testimony  at  one 
with  itself,  the  promise  and  commands  which  went  forth  from 
the  lips  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  would  be  neither  acceptable 
nor  savoury  to  you.  If  I  were  so  left  to  myself  as  to  say  that 
all  the  blessings  of  salvation  were  for  believers,  where  would 
you  be?  It  may  be  that  some  of  you  have  this  morning  been 
doubting  the  reality  of  the  truths  of  God's  written  Word  in 
respect  to  yourselves,  or,  like  me,  you  may  have  been  calling 
into  question  the  truth  of  Divine  inspiration.  As  I  have  read  of 
the  terrible  judgments  of  JEHOVAH  upon  His  enemies,  and 
upon  all  out  of  the  Son  of  His  love,  my  wretched  nature  has 
quivered  with  a  spirit  of  infidelity,  while  I  have  called  into 
question  His  love,  mercy,  and  compassion.  Some  of  you  mar 
think  I  am  not  so  bad  as  all  that.  Ah,  my  dear  friends,  it  is  all 
true;   and  more  than  this,  I  am  full  of   doubtmg,  fearing, 
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questioning,  unbelief,  and  when  in  providence  He  crosses  my 
poor  proud  nature,  it  will  question  His  sovereign  right  to  do 
with  me  as  He  thinks  tit  and  proper,  either  in  pain  or  pleasure. 
But  look  at  the  characters — " Ready  to  perish''  Have  we  any 
ready-to-perish  ones  here,  who  are  trembling  and  anxiously 
waiting  for  that  succour  and  sympathy  which  Zion's  Deliverer 
alone  can  give  I  These  characters  we  have  described  in  many 
portions  of  God's  most  Holy  Word.  Turn  with  me  to  Isa.  U. 
12 — 14 :  "  I,  even  I,  am  He  that  comforteth  you :  who  art  thou, 
that  thou  shouldest  be  afraid  of  a  man  that  shall  die,  and  of  the 
son  of  man  that  shall  be  made  as  grass:  and  forgettest  the 
LORD  thy  Maker,  that  hath  stretched  forth  the  heavens,  and 
laid  the  foundations  of  the  earth:  and  hast  feared  continually 
every  day  because  of  the  fury  of  the  oppressor,  as  if  he  were 
ready  to.  destroy?  and  where  is  the  fury  of  the  oppressor?** 
Who  is  this  oppressor  ?  It  is  Satan  inciting  sinful  man  against 
us.  It  is  batan  working  upon  our  carnal  and  rebelUous 
nature.  It  is  Satan  injecting  his  filthy  posion,  his  unbelieving 
and  infidel  thoughts  into  my  mind,  and  fathering  them 
upon  me,  saying,  "If  thou  wast  a  child  of  God,  how  can  it  be 
that  such  corruption  and  depravity  surge  and  seethe  in  thee? 
If  God  IS  all  hohness  and  purity,  and  hates  to  look  upon  sin  and 
iniquity,  how  can  a  sinful  wretch  like  thee  expect  to  find  favour 
with  Him?  Rather  look  for  His  frown."  Thus  Satan  will 
incite  doubt,  dread,  and  despair,  until  he  is  put  to  flight  by  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  revealing  atoning  blood,  justifying  righteous- 
ness, all-prevalent  intercession,  and  demanding  in  tones  of 
authority  and  sovereign  power,  "Where  is  the  fury  of  the 
oppressor?" 

'^  Ready  to  perish^  These  are  they  who  linger  amid  the  dark 
and  gloomy  shades  of  Sinai,  and,  Uke  Moses,  exceedingly  fear 
and  quake  as  the  terrible  declarations  and  denunciations  of 
God's  holy  law  peal  forth.  As  the  curse  and  condemnation 
attendant  upon  every  breach  of  that  law  are  made  known,  the 
soul  trembles  before  God,  expecting  eternal  death.  We  were 
ready  to  perish  when  God  declared  to  our  trembling  souls,  "The 
soul  that  sinneth  it  shall  die."  ^' Ready  to  perish''  when  He 
thundered  into  our  startled  ears,  "Cursed  is  every  one  that 
continueth  not  in  all  things  which  are  written  in  the  book  of 
the  law  to  do  them."  On  old  covenant  ground,  on  the  dark 
slopes  of  Sinai,  in  my  soul's  feelings,  I  am  '* ready  to perish^^ 
and  fear  lest  J  may  hear  the  voice  of  my  Judge  saying  unto  me, 
"Depart,  thou  cursed  one,  into  everlasting  fire,  prepared  for  the 
devil  and  his  angels."  The  quickened  child  of  God  is  not  only 
^' ready  to  perish"  upon  the  ground  of  law,  but  also  after 
deliverance  therefrom,  as  he  is  brought  to  realize  the  power  of 
indwelling  sin  and  the  workings  of  internal  corruptions.  You 
will  see  this  in  the  apostle's  argument  in  the  7th  chapter  of  his 
epistle  to  the  Romans,  but  which  is  rnrely  noticed.    The  first 
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part  of  the  chapter  treats  upon  the  killing  power  of  the  law  in 
the  experience  of  a  living  sonL  The  latter  part  shows  that  after 
deliverance  from  the  curse  and  condemnation  has  been  ex- 
perienced, the  living  child  is  "ready  to  perish"  in  it«  feelings 
because  of  the  working  of  sin  in  its  memDerB.  Hence  the  cry, 
"0  wretched  man  that  I  am!  who  shall  deUver  me  from  the 
body  of  this  death?"  (Rom.  vii.  24).  I  know  what  that  means, 
for  sometimes  I  look  for  holiness,  but  find  impurity;  I  seek 
salvation,  but  I  experience  sin;  I  long  for  the  embrace  of  my 
God,  but  I  writhe  under  the  hug  of  the  devil ;  I  sigh  for  the 
society  of  the  saints,  but  I  am  surrounded  with  evil  spirits,  and 
Satanic  agencies  seek  my  overthrow;  I  court  the  "thoughts  of 
heaven  and  things  Divine,"  but  I  am  troubled  with  vain,  evil, 
and  foolish  thoughts  which  fill  my  heart  with  confusion  and 
dread.  I  groan  for  the  peace  of  God  which  passeth  all  under- 
standing, but  successive  temptations  and  tribulations  drive  me 
with  an  overwhelmed  spirit,  a  desolate  heart,  and  sorrowing 
Boul,  to  cry,  "All  these  things  are  against  me.  I  am  oppressed: 
undertake  for  me."  Some  may  object  to  this,  and  say  that  after 
the  gracious  revelation  of  a  covenant  God  and  Father  in  Christ, 
the  children  of  God  cannot  be  thus  exercised.     The  answer  I 

five  to  such  is,  your  experience  differs  vastly  to  that  of  the 
ving  children  as  described  by  the  unerring  pen  of  inspiration. 
The  tried  and  tempted  people  of  God  are  also  describea  as 

" Outcasts'^  Brought  into  the  true  knowledge  and  under- 
standing of  myself  in  the  light  of  infinite  purity,  in  the  presence 
of  infinite  excellency,  in  the  full  blaze  of  the  infinite  perfections 
of  my  God  and  Lord,  what  am  It  Not  only  "ready  to  perish," 
but  cast  out.  Brought  into  the  presence  of  Him  who  has  saved 
me,  and  ofttimes  has  riven  me  sweet  intimations  of  His  love  and 
of  the  affections  of  His  heart,  still,  I  find  myself  an  outcast 
longing  to  enjoy  the  affections  of  Him  I  love.  But  though 
these  may  be  my  feelings,  they  alter  not  His  affections  who 
loves  me  with  an  everlasting  love,  and  has  declared  for  my 
comfort  and  encouragement,  "I  hate  putting  away"  (Mai.  ii. 
16).  Outcast  is  the  state  and  condition  of  every  elect  child  of 
God  when  He  begins  His  work  of  grace  in  it.  x  ou  see  this  in 
that  remarkable  free-grace  chapter,  Ezek.  xvi.  At  the  fifth 
verse  the  Word  of  JEHOVAH  speaking  to  Israel  says,  "None 
eye  pitied  thee,  to  do  any  of  these  unto  thee,  to  have  com- 
passion upon  thee;  but  tliou  wast  cast  out  into  the  open  field,  to 
the  loathing  of  thy  person,  in  the  day  that  thou  wast  born." 
Mark  the  time — "In  the  day  that  thou  wast  bom  I"  And 
was  it  not  so  with  us  when  the  spirituality  of  the  law  was 
revealed  to  our  anxious  hearts  ?  Then  *  the  commandment 
came,  sin  revived,  and  we  died."  We  felt  ourselves  to  be  out- 
casts from  His  presence;  we  found  no  place  at  His  table,  no 
seat  at  His  feet,  no  smile  from  His  face,  no  recognition  from 
His  eye,  no  word  of  grace  from  His  blessed  lips.    Outcasts  in 
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feeling,  Zion's  pilgrims  ofttimes  are,  and  that  not  only  during  the 
workings  of  law,  but  also  amid  the  leadings  of  love.  He  who 
encouraged  himself  in  the  Lord  his  God,  and  could  say,  "I  will 
not  fear  what  flesh  can  do  unto  me/'  was  brought  to  say  in  his 
heart,  "I  shall  nowpeiish  one  day  by  the  hand  of  Saul"  (1  Sam. 
xxvii.  1). 

"  OvtcoBUr  We  will  look  at  a  few  instances  recorded  of 
those  who  were  strong  in  faith.  If  we  could  ask  them  for  an 
exhibition  of  their  faith,  they  would  have  none  to  boast 
of.  See  how  dear  old  Job  expresses  his  outcast  condition  in  the 
9th  and  23rd  chapters.  There  we  see  him,  not  dandled  upon  the 
knees  of  eternal  aflFection,  nor  nestling  in  the  bosom  of  ever- 
lasting love.  He  says,  "I  am  afraid  of  all  my  sorrows,  I  know 
that  Thou  wilt  not  hold  me  innocent.  If  I  be  wicked,  why 
then  labour  I  in  vain?  If  I  wash  myself  with  snow  water,  and 
make  my  hands  never  so  clean;  yet  shalt  Thou  plunge  me  in  the 
ditch,  and  mine  own  clothes  shall  abhor  me.  For  He  is  not  a  man, 
as  I  am,  that  I  should  answer  Him,  and  we  should  come 
together  in  judgment."  Come  to  his  23rd  chapter,  where  we 
hear  him  complaining  in  the  bitteraess  of  his  spirit:  "Behold,  I 
go  forward,  but  He  is  not  there ;  and  backward,  but  I  cannot 
perceive  Him:  on  the  left  hand,  where  He  doth  work,  but  I 
cannot  behold  Him:  He  hideth  Himself  on  the  right  hand,  that 
I  cannot  see  Him."  Though  an  outcast  in  feeling,  he  was 
supported  by  faith:  "But  He  knoweth  the  way  that  I  take; 
when  He  hath  tried  me,  I  shall  come  forth  as  gold."  Come  with 
me  to  Psalm  xliii.  2:  "For  Thou  art  the  God  of  my  strength; 
why  dost  Tliou  cast  me  offV^  In  these  words  we  have  a  confession 
of  faith  blended  with  a  complaint  of  felt  distance  from  God. 
Look  again  at  Psalm  Ixxxviii.  14,  where  you  hear  a  sinner, 
eternally  loved  of  his  God,  yet  cast  out  from  His  presence, 
"iord,  why  castest  Thou  off  my  soul?  Why  hid  est  Thou  Thy 
face  from  me?"  Come  now  to  Isaiah  xlix.  14,  where  you 
have  the  experience  of  the  whole  Church  of  God:  "But 
Zion  said,  The  LORD  hath  forsaken  me,  and  my  Lord  hath 
forgotten  me."  Though  forsaken  and  forgotten  so  far  as 
the  feelings  and  judgment  are  concerned,  yet  faith  claims 
relationship — "my  Lord."  Now  see  what  "my  Lord"  says: 
"Can  a  woman  forget  her  sucking  child,  that  she  should 
not  have  compassion  on. the  son  of  her  womb?  Yea,  they  may 
forget,  yet  will  I  not  forget  thee."  Come  along  to  Lamentations 
iii.  Jeremiah  says,  "He  hath  led  me,  and  brought  me  into  dark- 
ness, but  not  into  light.  Surely  against  me  is  He  turned;  He 
tumeth  His  hand  against  me  all  the  day.  My  flesh  and  my  skin 
hath  He  made  old;  He  hath  broken  my  bones.  He  hath 
builded  against  me,  and  compassed  me  with  gall  and  travel 
He  hath  set  me  in  dark  places,  as  they  that  be  dead  of  old.  He 
hath  hedged  me  about,  that  I  cannot  get  out;  He  hath  made 
my  chain  heavy.    Also  when  I  cry  and  shout,  He  shutteth  out 
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my  prayer."  Listen !  "  And  Thou  hast  removed  my  soul  far  off 
from  peace;  I  forgat  prosperity.  And  I  said,  My  strength  and 
my  hope  is  perished  from  the  LORD."  Notice  verses  44  and  54, 
"Thou  hast  covered  Thyself  with  a  cloud,  that  our  prayer 
should  not  pass  through.  Waters  flowed  over  mine  head;  then 
I  said,  I  am  cut  off'*  Now  turn  to  Jonah  ii.  2 :  "  Out  of  the  belly 
of  hell  cried  I,  and  Thou  heardest  my  voice.  For  Thou  hadst 
cast  me  into  the  depths,  in  the  midst  of  the  seas."  Jonah  does 
not  mention  the  act  of  the  mariners  who  cast  him  out,  he  saw 
nothing  but  the  hand  of  his  God  in  all  this.  "  The  floods  compassed 
me  about ;  all  Thy  billows  and  Thy  waves  passed  over  me.  Then  I 
said,  /  am  cant  out  of  Thy  sight;  yet  I  will  look  again  toward 
Thy  holy  temple."  You  may  depend  upon  it,  though  the  child 
of  God  be  cast  out  feelingly  a  uiousand  times  a  day,  yet  He 
cannot  help  but  look  again.  I  have  thanked  God  a  thousand 
times  for  tnat  ^'look  again"  of  dear  old  Jonah's.  Li  Psalm 
Ixiii.  1,  2,  David,  cast  out  and  at  a  distance  from  Him  whom  he 
truly  loved,  longed  to  see  His  power  and  His  glory,  so  as  he 
had  seen  Him  in  the  sanctuary. 

^^  Outcasts  J**  Natural  religionists  expect  to  see  the/noiw,  the 
punctilious,  and  the  fleshy  perfectionist,  those  who  are  ever 
talking  of  their  work  for  their  Lord,  accepted  by  and  near  to 
Him;  out  throughout  God's  Word  we  meet  with  the  startling 
declaration  that  these  are  all  denounced  and  discarded  by  Him. 
We  see  also,  which  is  blessedly  true,  that  those  who  mourn  and 
complain  of  their  felt  distance  from  Him,  their  outcast  state  and 
conaition,  are  the  very  persons  who  are  near  and  dear  to  Him. 
The  demoniac,  out  of  whom  Jesus  had  cast  a  leffion  of  devils, 
was  found  clothed,  sitting  at  His  feet,  and  in  his  right  mind, 
while  those  who  were  considered  to  be  in  their  right  mind 
besought  a  precious  Christ  to  depart  out  of  their  coasts.  The 
true-born  cmld  of  God  is  cast  out  by  his  own  mother's  children, 
the  professing  Church.  See  how  this  is  stated  in  Isaiah  Ixvi  5  : 
"Hear  the  Word  of  the  LORD,  ye  that  tremble  at  His  Word; 
Your  brethren  that  hated  you,  that  cast  you  out  for  My  name^s 
sakcy  said,  Let  the  LORD  be  glorified."  You  see  how  nicely  these 
persecuting  pietists  can  speak.  They  hate  and  worry  God's 
spiritual  children,  and  yet  cry  out,  "Let  the  LORD  be  glorified. 
But  "—listen  ye  favoured  tremblers — "He  shall  appear  to  your 
joy,  and  they  shall  be  ashamed."  Blessed  privilege  to  know 
our  oneness  of  spirit  with  Hart  in  those  words  of  his : — 

"  Lord,  pity  oatcasts  vile  and  base. 
The  pcNor  dependents  on  Thy  grace, 

Whom  men  disturbers  call : 
By  sinners  and  by  saints  withstood, 
For  these  too  bad,  for  those  too  good ; 

Condemned  or  shunned  by  all. 

in. — The  certain  effect — *«They  shall  come,  and  shall 
worship  the  LORD  in  the  holy  mount  at  Jerusalem.*'  Blessed 
be  His  name,  He  will  bring  them  with  their  heart  going  forth 
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and  bowing  before  Him  in  gratitude  and  praise  for  His 
delivering  mercy,  His  preserving  grace,  His  unwearied  and 
unceasing  care  and  concern  for  them  all  their  lives  long.  I 
cannot  but  worship  Him  for  the  gracious  lifts  with  which  He 
has  blessed  me.  But  my  worshipping  is  of  a  heavenly  and 
spiritual  nature,  requiring  none  oi  those  accursed  ^^Aids  to 
Dcvotion,^^  provided  by  designing  priests  and  presumers  in  the 
shape  of  pretty  books  and  pretty  symbols.  No  such  rubbish  as 
these:  but  thoroughly  weaned  from  outward  things,  I  see  that 
the  means  of  grace  are  all  in  the  hands  of  the  Great  King-Priest, 
the  Minister  of  the  sanctuary,  the  true  Tabernacle,  which  the 
Lord  pitched,  and  not  man.  In  that  spiritual  temple,  Christ  is 
the  Preacher,  declaring  the  Father's  name  to  His  worshipping 
brethren  (John.  xvii.  26).  Christ  is  the  Singer,  leading  the 
praises  of  His  redeemed  Church  (Hpb.  ii.  12J.  Christ  is  the 
Conductor  of  the  Litur^es  of  His  living  people,  for  **  He  ever 
liveth  to  make  intercession  for  them."  As  He  warms  their  heart 
with  His  love,  and  enlightens  their  understanding  with  Histruth, 
they  go  forth  in  the  dances  of  them  that  make  meny — their 
hearts  dancing  with  joy  and  gratitude  for  His  marvellous  mercy 
manifested  to  them. 

But  where  is  the  place  of  woi-ship?  The  Jew  sighs  for 
Jerusalem.  The  Samaritan  pointed  to  Gerizim.  Paul,  by  the 
Holy  Ghost,  leads  our  minds  to  Jerusalem  above,  which  is  free, 
and  the  mother  of  all  the  elect  of  God  CGal.  iv.  26).  I  love 
those  words  "  Come  "  and  "  Worship."  Turn  to  Heb.  xii.  22—24 : 
"But  ye  are  come  unto  Mpunt  Sion,  and  unto  the  city  of  the 
living  God,  the  heavenly  Jerusalem,  and  to  an  innumerable 
company  of  angels,  to  the  general  assembly  and  Church  of  the 
Firetborn,  which  are  written  in  heaven,  and  to  God  the  Judge 
of  all,  and  to  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect.  And  to  Jesus, 
the  Mediator  of  the  new  covenant,  and  to  the  blood  of  sprinkling; 
that  speaketh  better  things  than  that  of  Abel."  "  The  great 
tinimpet  shall  be  blown."  In  the  proclamation  of  Gospel  grace 
the  command  of  God  goes  forth :  "  Come  unto  Me,  all  ye  ready 
to  perish  and  outccists  who  labour  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I 
will  give  you  rest."  In  His  loving  arms  they  shall  rest  in 
undisturbed  security  amid  the  roar  of  devils  and  the  peals  of 
thunder  from  Sinai's  dark  mount.  When  the  elements  shall 
melt  with  fervent  heat,  and  all  earthly  things  shall  be  dissolved, 
then  those  who  have  been  led  by  rich  and  magnanimous  grace 
to  lay  their  will  at  the  feet  of  Jesus,  to  find  their  rest  in  the 
bosom  of  Jesus,  and  have  been  carried  in  His  gracious  arms 
.to  the  home  and  to  the  heart  of  the  Father,  shall  stand 
undismayed,  and  sing  their  own  love  song:  **Unto  Him  that 
loved  us,  and  washea  us  from  our  sins  in  His  own  blood,  and 
hath  made  us  kin^  and  priests  unto  God  and  His  Father,  to  Him 
be  glory  and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen." 

May  He  add  His  blessing  for  His  name's  sake.    Amen. 
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"A    VINEYARD    OF    RED    WINE." 


%   S^txtaan 

Pbkached  in  Gkovb  Chapbl,  Cambbbwbll,  oir  Sunday  Mornihg, 
Maboh  23rd,  1879,  by 

THOMAS   BRADBURY. 


**  In  that  day  sing  ye  unto  her,  A  vineyard  of  red  wine. 
"  I  the  Lord  do  keep  it ;  I  will  water  it  every  moment :  lest  any  hurt  it,  I  will 
keep  it  night  and  day. — leaiah  xzvii.  2,  8. 

A  TRULY  evangelical  chapter,  and  a  clear  experimental 
portion  of  God's  Wordi  Life-giving  truth  shines  forth 
from  Ifim  who  is  the  life  and  glory  of  His  people.  Deep  and 
vital  experience  is  brought  up  from  those  unknown  sorrows  and 
Bufierings  endured  by  the  Man  of  sorrows  on  the  behalf  of  His 
people.  Judgment  and  mercy  appear  interspersed  through 
the  whole  oi  the  chapter.  Judgment  upon  the  enemies  of 
JEHOVAH,  and  mercy  upon  His  friends.  Judgment  upon  the 
flesh  of  the  saint,  but  mercy  upon  his  spirit.  Figures  and 
metaphors  abound,  and  underlying  them  we  have  blessings 
couched  for  the  redeemed  and  regenerate  children  of  God.  The 
chapter  begins  with  a  declaration  of  JEHOVAH-JESUS' 
supreme  power  and  complete  victory  over  the  enemies  of  His 
Church.  "  In  that  day,'*  a  day  of  grievous  distress  to  some,  but 
a  day  of  gracious  deliverance  to  others.  "In  that  day  the 
LORD  with  His  sore,  and  great,  and  strong  sword  shall  punish 
leviathan,  the  piercing  serpent,  even  leviathan,  that  crooked 
serpent ;  and  He  shall  slay  the  dragon  that  is  in  the  midst  of  the 
sea.'*  Here  we  have  the  power  and  might  of  Zion's  Redeemer 
set  before  us.  The  booK  of  the  Revelation  is  an  inspired 
exposition  of  this  glorious  verse,  though  many  can  read  it  but 
historically,  and  with  an  eye  to  future  events.  The  child  of 
God,  as  he  is  led  by  the  Holy  Ghost  into  a  spiiitual  under- 
standing of  the  mystenes  contained  therein,  sees  things  which 
have  been,  things  which  are,  and  things  which  shall  be  shortly. 
Not  simply  that  shall  be  hereafter,  according  to  the  common 
acceptation  of  that  word,  which  means  when  we  have  done 
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with  the  world  and  the  flesh  and  are  safe  in  glory.  It  is  not  so, 
but  that  shall  be  shortly  in  the  experience  of  the  saints  as  the 
glory  of  God  in  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ  is  graciously  revealed 
to  them.  Now  the  child  of  God,  as  led  by  the  Spirit  through  this 
precious  portion  of  Divine  inspiration,  may  be  startled  to  read  of  "a 

Sreat  red  dragon  in  heaven;  but  are  we  to  understand  that  the 
evil  can  enter  the  halls  of  the  glorified  f  No  such  thing. 
Satan  can  never  appear  in  the  courts  of  the  blessed,  to  frighten, 
taunt,  or  tempt  its  blissful  inhabitants.  When  we  read  of  heaven 
in  the  book  of  Revelation,  it  has  the  same  meaning  which  we 
find  in  that  characteristic  expression  in  the  Gospel  by  Matthew, 
"^i«  kingdom  of  heaven.*^  This  was  likened  to  a  field,  and  to  a 
net.  In  the  field  were  wheat  and  tares.  In  the  net  were  good 
and  bad  fish.  The  appearance  of  the  great  red  dragon  in  heaven 
indicates  the  determmation  of  Satan  to  annoy  and  torment 
Christ's  Church  here  upon  earth.  Turn  to  Rev.  xii.,  where  you 
read  of  a  woman  clothed  with  the  Sun.  This  is  the  Church 
clothed  in  the  beautiflfe  and  glories  of  Christ,  her  Head,  yet 
experiencing  the  pangs  of  spiritual  labour,  and  bringing  forth 
fruit  to  the  praise  and  glory  of  His  name.  She  is  persecuted 
and  chased  by  Satan,  but  a  place  of  security  is  found  for  her 
until  Michael  the  Archangel  appears.  Who  is  Het  He  reveals 
Himself  in  the  question  contained  in  the  meaning  of  His  name — 
"W7io  is  like  GodV^  It  is  Michael,  the  Prince  of  the  kings  of 
the  earth.  It  is  Michael,  the  Messiah,  God's  Christ,  God's 
Anointed.  He  is  our  Leader,  Commander,  and  Deliverer.  He 
"  and  His  angels  fought  against  the  devil  and  his  angels ;  and 
the  dragon  fought  and  his  angels  and  prevailed  not ;  neither 
was  their  place  found  any  more  in  heaven.  And  the  great 
dragon  was  cast  out,  that  old  serpent,  called  the  devil,  and 
Satan,  which  deceived  the  whole  world ;  he  was  cast  out  into  the 
earth,  and  his  angels  were  cast  out  with  him.  And  I  heard  a 
loud  voice  saying  in  heaven.  Now  is  come  salvation,  and 
strength,  and  the  Kingdom  of  our  God,  and  the  power  of  His 
Christ."  This  is  the  experience  of  salvation,  and  strength,  and 
the  kingdom  which  comes  to  the  heart,  not  with  outward  show, 
but  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  the  resurrection-power 
of  Jesus  raising  the  saints  out  of,  and  above,  themselves,  seating 
them  in  the  heavenlies  with  Christ.  "  For  the  accuser  of  the 
brethren  is  cast  down."  Look  at  the  contrast  between  those 
two  titles  of  the  devil:  "The  accuser  of  the  brethren,"  and 
**  The  deceiver  of  the  whole  world."  Where  are  we  ?  In  the 
deceived  world?  or,  in  the  accused  family?  The  more  the 
brethren  are  brought  into  experimental  oneness  with  the 
Brother  once  born  for  adversity,  the  fiercer  will  be  the  accusa- 
tions of  Satan  against  them.  **  For  the  accuser  of  our  brethren 
is  cast  down,  which  accused  them  before  our  God  day  and 
night "  in  the  court  of  conscience,  but  not  in  the  court  of  heaven. 
"And  they  overcame  him  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  and  by  the 
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word  of  their  testimony ;  and  they  loved  not  their  lives  unto  the 
death."  No  I  Death  is  nothing  to  those  who  experienoe 
blessed  oneness  with  Him  who  is  the  Resurrection  and  the 
Life  of  His  redeemed  people. 

Now  the  Lord  says  by  His  prophet,  "In  that  day  the  LORD 
witii  His  sore,  and  great,  and  strong  sword  shall  punish 
leviathan,  the  piercing  serpent,  even  leviathan,  that  crooked 
serpent;  and  He  shall  slay  the  dragon  that  is  in  the  sea."  What 
are  we  to  understand  by  the  sea?  Look  at  Rev.  xxi.  1 :  "  And 
there  was  no  more  sea*' — that  is,  no  more  sin,  sorrow,  or 
suffering ;  no  more  temptation,  tribulation,  or  trouble ;  no  more 
conflict,  storm,  or  tempest;  no  more  casting  up  of  filth,  and 
mire,  and  dirt;  but  peace,  serenity,  and  undisturbed  repose. 
Li  the  midst  of  a  sea  of  temptation,  tribulation,  and  trouble,  the 
CSaptain  of  our  salvation,  with  the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  defeated  the 
the  devil.  You  gain  a  glimpse  of  this  in  the  account  given  of  our 
Lord's  temptation  in  the  wilaerness  in  Matthew  i  v.  On  the  ground 
ot  the  victorv  there  achieved.  He  could  say,  "  The  prince  of  this 
world  cometh  and  hath  nothing  in  Me  "  (John  xiv.  30).  Turn 
to  Heb.  ii.  14,  15,  where  you  have  an  inspired  comment  upon  this 
portion :  "  Forasmuch  then  as  the  children  are  partakers  of  flesh 
and  blood.  He  also  Himself  likewise  took  part  of  the  same ;  that 
through  death  He  might  destroy  him  that  had  the  power  of 
death — ^that  is,  the  devil ;  and  dehver  them  who,  througn  fear  of 
death,  were  all  their  Ufetime  subject  to  bondage."  When  Paul 
says  the  devil  is  destroyed,  what  does  he  mean?  Does  the 
word  destroyed  mean  annihilation  ?  Not  for  a  moment.  It  is 
the  misunderstanding  of  such  portions  as  these  which  has  revived 
in  our  days  the  old  theories  exploded  long  time  ago  of  the 
annihilation  of  the  wicked  and  the  death  of  the  devil.  Cosy 
and  comfortable  professors  cry  out,  *^  Satan  has  ceased  to  be, 
and  we  have  ceased  from  conflict.  No  eternal  torments  now. 
The  wicked  will  be  annihilated  and  destroyed."  These  senti- 
ments arise  from  the  total  misconception  of  those  portions  of 
the  Scriptures  where  the  word  ^^destrtiction^'  occurs.  Look  at 
Romans  xiv.  15:  "Destroy  not  him  with  thy  meat,  for  whom 
Christ  died."  This  cannot  mean  the  destruction,  or  annihilation, 
of  one  of  the  Lord's  redeemedv  What  does  it  mean  f  It  means, 
Destroy  not  his  peace,  his  ioy,  his  comfort.  Prejudice  not  his 
experimental  interest  in  Christ's  death  and  resurrection.  We  read 
also  of  the  destruction  of  the  old  world  by  water  (2  Peter  iii.  6). 
Did  the  waters  of  the  deluge  destroy  or  annihilate  the  earth  f 
No.  And  when  the  grand  finale  comes,  "  all  these  things  shall  be 
dissolved"  and  burnt  up.  I  do  not  believe  this  means  the 
annihilation  of  this  earth  of  ours.  Yet  the  more  I  look  at  the 
ead  of  time,  the  more  I  am  lost  in  mystery.  What  this  earth 
will  be  after  the  grand  conflagration,  I  know  not.  It  may  be 
God's  intention  to  purify  by  fire  this  earth,  which  was  honoured 
as  ^e  birthplace  and  human  abode  of  His  dqar  Son,  and  make 
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it  the  fature  abode  of  bliss  and  blessedness  for  His  redeemed 
ones.  But  of  this  I  really  know  not.  He  has  told  me  that  my 
heaven  of  heavens  is  His  gracions  and  glorions  presence  where- 
ever  that  may  be.  I  have  alluded  to  these  portions  of  God*s 
blessed  Book  to  show  that  the  word  '"^destruction^*  does  not 
mean  annihilation.  The  simple  meaning  of  Hebrews  ii.  14  is 
that  Satan,  in  his  desi^s  against  the  Church  and  people  of  Gk)d, 
should  be  rendered  meffectual  by  the  death  of  Christ.  In 
slaying  the  dragon's  power,  in  bruising  the  serpent's  head,  in 
making  an  end  of  sin,  the  redemption  of  God's  vineyard  was 
finished.  "  In  that  day,"  when  this  glorious  truth  is  revealed  to 
an  enlightened  understanding,  when  it  is  brought  home  by  the 
sovereign  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  to  the  heart,  when  you  are 
brought  to  the  experimental  realization  of  the  defeat  of  Satan 
in  all  his  designs  against  you,  when  you  are  led  into  the  sweet 
experience  of  all  your  sin  for  ever  put  away  by  the  atonine 
death  of  Zion's  Surety  and  Deliverer,  when  you  are  privileged 
to  see  death  disarmed  in  the  death  of  Jesus,  when  you  are 
favoured  to  know  that  hell  can  have  no  terrors  for  you,  "  In 
that  day  sing  ye  unto  her."  You  have  the  mode  and  manner 
set  before  you  in  Rev.  xv,  3,  4:  "And  they  sing  the  son^  of 
Moses,  the  servant  of  God,  and  the  song  of  the  Lamb,  saying, 
Great  and  marvellous  are  Thy  works.  Lord  God  Almighty ;  just 
and  true  are  Thy  ways.  Thou  King  of  saints.  Who  shall  not 
fear  Thee,  0  Lord,  and  glorify  Thy  name  !  for  Thou  only  art 
holy ;  for  all  nations  shall  come  and  worship  before  Thee ;  for 
Thy  judgments  are  made  manifest."  This  singing  is  responsive 
or  alternative.  A  base  and  fleshly  imitation  of  this  you  will  hear 
from  surpliced  choirs  in  the  Establishment,  where  little  boys 
arrayed  m  white  respond  to  each  other  s  singing,  while  they 
know  not  what  they  sing.  But  the  singing  of  our  text  is  from 
heart  to  heart.  It  is  spirit  singing  to  spirit.  It  is  the  heart 
going  forth  in  blessed  and  hallowed  communion  with  others  in 
association  with  itself.  It  is  that  reciprocal  rejoicing  known 
only  by  those  who  are  taught  by  the  Spirit  to  say,  **l  believe  in 
the  communion  of  saints."  It  is  the  enjoyment  of  that  expressed 
in  1  John  i.  3 :  *'  Truly  our  fellowship  is  with  the  Father  and 
with  His  Son  Jesus  Christ."  It  is  that  which  you  find  sweetly 
described  in  the  preface  to  John  xv. — ^^The  consolation  and  mutual 
love  between  Christ  and  His  members  J*  In  the  enjoyment  of  this 
mutual  love  by  the  members  of  the  one  body,  with  the  experi- 
ence of  eternal  redemption  accomplished  for  them  in  the  doinr 
and  dying  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Chriat,  they  cannot  be  restrained 
from  singing.  Several  times  I  have  endeavoured  to  set  before 
you  the  fact,  that  in  all  the  songs  recorded  in  God's  blessed 
Word  with  the  exception  of  the  Song  of  Solomon,  there  is 
exultation  over  enemies  defeated  by  rae  King  and  Deliverer 
of  Zion.  So  it  is  in  the  song  before  us,  yet  here  we  find 
something  akin  to  the   Song  dT  Songs.     It  is  our  privilege 
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BOW  fat  a  little  while  to  look  at  the  song  in  its  vaiiona 
«dbjeo*i^-- 

I.~Thb  Lotd's  possession—"  A  vineyard  of  red  wine," 

IL'— The  Lord's  protecting  garb — **  I  the  LORD  do  keep 
it ;  Wt  any  hurt  it,  I  will  keep  it  night  and  day." 

lU^— The  Lord's  supporting  care—"  I  will  water  it  every 
iDoaieiiL" 

L— The  Lord's  possession— "  A  vineyard  of  red  wine." 
VHiat  is  a  vineyard?  It  is  a  plot  of  ground  selected  and  sepa- 
rated from  all  around  for  the  cultivation  of  the  vine  and  for  the 
pTodnotion  of  wine.  Not  sinoplj^  for  the  production  of  unfer- 
■lented  wine,  but  for  the  production  of  that  very  wine  of  which 
we  read  in  Proy.  xxiii.  31 :  "  Look  not  thou  upon  the  wine  when 
it  is  red,  when  it  giveth  its  colour  in  the  cup,  when  it  moveth 
itself  aright " — that  is,  when  its  begins  its  intoxicating  effects ; 
for  it  is  then  that  wine  "  moves  itself  aright,"  and  gives  "  its 
colour  in  the  cup."  God  has  declared  again  and  again  that 
every  creature  of  His  hand,  brought  forth  by  His  infinite 
wisdom  and  matchless  skill  is  for  use,  and  not  for  abitse. 
Paul,  writing  to  Timothy  in  his  1st  epistle  iv.  4,  5,  says :  "  For 
every  creature  of  God  is  good,  and  nothing  to  be  refused,  if  it 
be  received  with  thanksgiving :  for  it  is  sanctified  by  the  \\  ord 
of  God  and  prayer."  Sanctified  by  the  eternal,  incarnate,  and 
living  Word  of  God,  who  has  prayed  for  His  people,  and  ever 
lives  to  make  intercession  for  tnem.  The  intercession  of  Christ 
prevails  when  my  polluted  breath  recoils  upon  me.  But  I  said 
a  vineyard  is  a  selected  spot.  This  leads  our  minds  at  once  to 
the  Church  and  people  of  God.  *  It  takes  us  back  through  time 
to  that  eternity  when  time  existed  not.  Time  is  but  a  paren- 
thesis, and  the  period  will  arrive  when  time  shall  be  no  longer. 
Ere  time  was,  God,  in  the  riches  of  His  grace  and  the  fulneigs  of 
His  mercy,  for  the  display  of  His  sovereign  love,  boundless 
wisdom,  and  irresistible  power,  selected  to  Himself  a  people  in 
whom,  and  by  whom.  He  would  be  everlastingly  glorified. 
These  He  handed  over  to  the  safe  keeping  of  the  Son  of  His 
love,  as  we  read  in  John  xvii.  6  :  *'  Thine  uiey  were  and  Thou 
gavest  them  Me."  In  Christ  they  were  fenced  about  by  the 
•ovt^reign  decree  of  election,  to  be  redeemed  in  the  fulness  of 
time  b^  His  most  precious  blood-shedding.  Has  not  this 
expression,  **  Red  wine,"  something  to  do  with  God's  glorious 
work  of  redemption?  Here  we  are  led  to  contemplate  the 
agony  and  bloody  sweat  of  our  adorable  Redeemer  in  Geth- 
semane's  gkxHny  vale,  the  scourging  and  lacerating  with  cruel 
thorns  in  the  judgment  hall,  and  His  unparalleled  sufferings 
apon  Calvary's  mgffed  tree.  The  vineyard  of  the  Lord  was 
purchased  by  blood  (Acts  xx.  28);  it  is  justified  by  blood 
(Rom.  V.  9) ;  and  washed  in  blood  (Revelations  i.  5).  fllected, 
s^ecled^  jedeemad  by  God,  it  is  also  fenced  about  and  defended 
by  Bink    i^  i^  .^<W9^   i^bont  with  truth,    so    that  all    His 
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children  shall  be  preserved  from  the  snares  of  error.  It  is 
fenced  about  with  omnipotence  that  all  His  weaklings  may  be 
secured  from  the  power  of  Satan.  It  is  fenced  about  by  innnite 
wisdom  that  Jesus'  disciples  may  be  saved  from  Satan's 
subtilty  and  from  the  world's  sophistry.  It  is  fenced  about  by 
JEHOVAH  Himself,  according  to  that  precious  testimony  in 
Zech.  ii.  5  :  •*  For  I,  saith  the  LORD,  will  be  unto  her  a  wall  of 
fire  round  about,  and  will  be  the  glory  in  the  midst  of  her." 
Here  we  see  the  Church  enclosed,  surrounded,  and  defended  h^ 
the  attributes,  decrees,  and  determination  of  a  sovereign,  omni- 
potent God.  Turn  with  me  to  Isaiah  xxvi.  1 :  "  In  that  day 
shall  this  song  be  sun^  in  the  land  of  Judah;  We  have  a 
strong  city ;  salvation  will  God  appoint  for  walls  and  bulwaxkB.** 
In  the  faith  and  experience  of  this  we  may  well  sing, — 

*'  QloriouB  things  of  thee  are  spoken, 

Zion,  city  of  our  God  ! 
He,  whose  word  cannot  be  broken. 

Formed  thee  for  His  own  abode ; 
On  the  Bock  of  Ages  founded, 

What  can  shake  thy  sure  repose  f 
With  salvation's  walls  snrroiinded. 

Thou  maj'st  smile  at  all  thy  foes.'* 

God,  the  salvation  of  His  people,  is  their  unfailing  security.  Is 
this  the  truth  in  the  expenences  of  our  hearts  by  the  teaching  of 
God  the  ever-blessed  Spirit  1  Mark  you  I  it  is  one  thing  to  read 
this  blessed  fact  in  Goas  Book,  but  another  altogether  to  have 
it  written  in  our  heart  by  that  glorious  Teacher  who  proceeds 
from  the  Father  and  the  Son  to  lead  and  guide  His  elect  and 
redeemed  into  all  truth. 

God's  vineyard  is  a  separated  spot.  Set  apart  from  this 
world's  wearv  wilderness.  Look  at  this  truth  of  Be{)aration  as 
it  appears  all  through  God's  blessed  Book.  I  sometimes  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  the  prevailing  truth  of  Divine  inspif- 
ration.  You  see  it  in  creation.  After  the  creation  of  chaos, 
light  was  separated  from  the  darkness.  When  God*B  works 
were  fashioned,  the  land  was  separated  from  the  water — ihe 
living  from  the  dead.  You  see  it  again  in  the  declaration  of 
God's  Gospel  in  Gen.  iii.  15,  where  the  seed  of  the  woman  and 
the  seed  of  the  serpent  are  revealed.  Come  to  the  fourth 
chapter,  and  here  you  see  two  sons  of  the  same  parents,  who, 
according  to  the  loving  and  gentle  John,  were  widbr  apart  fcam 
each  other  than  the  poles  are  asunder.  Cain,  a  child  (^  the 
devil.    Abel,  a  child  of  God  (1  John  iii.  10—12).    Look  at  tiie 

S-and  finale  of  all  earthly  things  as  described  by  the  Saviour  in 
att.  XXV.  34 — 41.  To  some  He  savs,  "Come,  ye  blessed/' 
To  others  He  cries,  ''Depart,  ye  cursed.'  God's  elected,  selected, 
surrounded,  and  separated  vineyard  is  for  the  culture,  ^owtb, 
and  beauty  of  His  vine.  What  is  this  vine?  It  is  Christ  and 
His  members  in  fruit-bearing  oneness.  This  we  see  in  John  xv. 
1 — S:  "I  am  the  True  Vine,  and  My  FaUi^r  is  tiie  Husbaad- 
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man.*'  The  peouliarity  of  this  portion  in  the  original  is  this,  we 
have  the  definite  article  both  before  the  word  of  qualifioation  and 
the  Bnbstantive,  and  reads  thus,  *'  I  am  the  Vine  the  TVu^." 
There  is  no  mere  profession  here.  No  branch,  as  some  will  have 
it,  ^afted  on  by  profession.  Those  who  surrounded  the 
Saviour  when  He  spake  were  all  of  one  heart  and  one  mind 
with  Him,  as  70U  see  in  His  address  to  them  in  John  xiv.  1 : 
^'  Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled."  Many  persons.  One  heart. 
Christ  the  Vine  and  they  the  branches  growing  from  Him,  bear- 
ing  fruit  by  Him,  and  showing  forth  His  praise  who  had  revealed 
in  them  the  rich  and  glorious  grace  of  the  Father,  and  His  own 
redeeming  love. 

"  A  vinevard  of  red  wine,"  In  Jacob's  prophecy  concern- 
ing his  son  Judah,  he  says,  *'  Bindine  his  foal  unto  the  vine,  and 
his  ass's  colt  unto  the  choice  vine;  he  washed  his  garments  in 
wine,  and  his  clothes  in  the  blood  of  grapes  "  f  Oen.  xUx.  11)« 
Here  we  have  red  or  choice  wine.  Under  this  telling  metaphor, 
JEHOVAH  sets  forth  His  ineffable  love,  intense  delight,  and 
unspeakable  affection  for  His  Church.  He  speaks  of  her  as  the 
most  precious  object  that  can  meet  His  gaze,  tne  choicest,  nearest, 
and  aearest  to  His  heart.  In  Jotham's  parable  (Judges  ix.  13) 
we  find  mention  of  wine  cheering  the  heart  of  God  and  man. 
The  fruit  of  prayer,  praise,  and  righteousness  from  the  vineyard 
of  the  Lord  is  cheenng  to  His  heart  and  refreshing  to  the  heart 
of  His  people.  The  choice  wine  of  the  covenant,  flowing 
through  the  love,  blood,  and  righteousness  of  Jesus,  encourages, 
strengthens,  establishes,  and  cheers  the  hearts  of  God's  children 
who  are  desponding  and  cast  down ;  but  who  are  brought  by 
the  power  ot  His  right  hand  into  experimental  union  wiui  their 
mat  and  glorious  Head.  See  how  this  wine  is  spoken  of  in 
rrov.  xxxL  6 :  "  Give  strong  drink  unto  him  that  is  ready  to 
perish,  and  wine  unto  those  that  be  of  heavy  hearts."  Why 
winet    Because  of   its  reviving,   strengthening,   exhilarating 

S>wer  and  influence.  In  wine  we  see  a  metaphor  unfolding 
oepel  truth  which  speaks  Ufe,  comfort,  peace,  and  joy  to 
the  nearts  of  the  tried,  tempted,  and  downcast  children  of  God. 
What  is  there  so  cheering  to  a  quickened,  convinced,  and  devil* 
hnnted  sinner  as  the  assurance  of  redemption  accomplished  by 
the  precious  bloodnshedding  of  Emmanuel,  salvation  nnished  in 
His  wounds  and  death,  Satan  defeated  by  His  resurrection 
power,  and  acceptance  and  glory  secured  by  His  ascension  into 
neaven,"  appeanng  there  and  by  His  own  blood  seourinff 
His  people  s  everlasting  peace  1  As  we  are  led  by  the  blened 
Spirit  into  the  enjoyment  of  these  precious  reaUties,  we  can  smg 
fixmi  adoring  hearts, — 

"  Those  dear  tokens  of  His  passion 
Still  His  dagf.1ing  bodr  beais  : 
Cause  of  endless  eztdtation  ^  . 

To  His  ransomed  wonhif^etB  J     Digitized  by  CiOOgle 
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Oaze  they  on  those  glorious  scars." 

In  beholding  the  once  bleeding  wounds  of  their  Incarnate  God, 
the  whole  of  the  glorified  throng  before  the  throne  Kft  np  their 
voice  with  one  accord,  and  sing,  "  Salvation  to  our  God  which 
dtteth  upon  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb." 

"  A  tineyatd  of  red  vnne.^  In  the  production  of  wine,  th^ 
^pe  must  be  pressed  and  squeezed.  Christ  knew  this  in 
Getnsemane  and  upon  Calvary ;  and  you  may  depend  upon  it, 
as  assuredly  as  He  suffered,  and  as  the  same  experience  to 
Recorded  of  His  people  in  His  Word,  so  will  it  be  wrought  kt 
them  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  As  the  child  of  God  id 
brought  into  fruitful  oneness  with  a  onceHsniffering  Saviour,  the 
l^rue  Vine,  he  will  receive  many  a  squeeze  from  Satan,  from 
tinner,  and  from  saint.  The  hymn-wiiter  desoribes  this  well  iii 
those  precious  and  pregnant  words : — 

"  From  siimer  and  from  saint, 
He  meets  with  many  a  blow." 

The  grinding  weight  of  spiritual  oppression  must  pass  over  him* 
The  wine-press  of  Divine  discipline  must  be  endured,  in  which 
persecution,  affliction,  trial,  and  temptation  from  Satan,  the 
World,  the  Church,  ay,  and  from  God  Himself.  In  the  aocom^ 
plishment  of  JEHOVAH'S  purposes  of  grace,  the  child  of  God 
will  know  and  feel  the  truth  of  that  Scripture:  ''We  must 
through  much  tribulation  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God  "  (Acts 
xiv.  22) ;  and  as  we  are  brought  to  underatand  our  oneness  with 
CSirist  in  suffering  and  glory,  we  shall  find  no  room  for  discontent 
or  murmuring,  ^ut  some  one  of  you  may  be  ready  to  say,  I 
am  not  so  highly  privileged ;  my  faith  is  weak,  my  doubts  are 
many,  and  my  comforts  are  so  few  that  I  fear  to  presume.  Wait» 
ta^  friend.  I  did  not  say  that  peace  and  placiditv  were  always 
mine.  I  know  they  are  not.  What  I  said  was  ihiB:  as  we  are 
brought  to  understand  our  oneness  with  Christ  in  suffering  ead 
glory,  we  shall  find  no  room  for  discontent  and  murmuiing.  But 
when  we  are  left  to  ourselves,  to  brood  over  our  troubles,  triab, 
and  tribulations,  to  give  way  to  the  wretched  disquietude  of  our 
nature^  dkoontent  and  murmuring  abound,  and  these  are  hufihed 
only  as  the  blessed  Spirit  gives  us  to  know  our  election  of  Grod, 
our  redemption  by  blood,  and  our  vital  and  undisturbed  union 
to  our  great  smd  glorious  Head.  See  how  the  Church  is  set 
before  us  as  a  vineyard  in  Solomon's  Song  viiL  11,  IS :  ^*  Solomot 
bad  a  vineyard  at  Baalhamon ;  he  let  out  the  vineyard  unto 
keepevB ;  every  one  for  the  fruit  thereof  was  to  bring  a  thouaaad 
pieces  of  silver.  My  vineyard,  which  is  mine,  is  before  mee 
thou,  0  Solomon,  must  have  a  thousand,  and  those  that  keep 
the  fruit  thereof  two  hundred.*'  A  greater  than  Solomon  is 
here.  Solomon's  vineyard  t  It  is  Jesus'  vineyard.  A  vineyard 
Beleot  and  separate,  which  He  olaimB  ae  His  own  peculiar  pro- 
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perfy.  His  in  the  production  of  the  frmt,  and  in  the  diqpoenigf 
of  the  same.  It  is  of  His  rioh  mercy  that  we  know  when  He 
draws  ont  our  hearts  in  praise  and  prayer^it  is  for  the  comfort, 
peaee,  and  joy  of  those  members  of  the  one  body  with  whom  we 
are  bronght  into  spiritual  association. 

II.— The  Lord's  PROXEOTiNa  oarb— "  I  the  LOBD  do  keep 
it;  lest  any  hurt  it»  I  will  keep  it  nifi^ht  and  day."  It  is  a  mar-^ 
velloos  mercy  for  us  to  be  taught  that  the  ^eater  the  daa^^f 
the  greater  the  security  JEHOVAH  has  provided  for  His  Churdi 
and  people.  See  how  blessedly  this  is  set  before  us  in  Psa.  xlvi. 
Luther  knew  and  felt  this  when,  upon  one  ocoaGOoa,  he  said : 
'*  Let  us  sing  the  46th  Psalm,  and  aefy  the  devil."  Look  at 
it :  "  God  is  our  refuge  and  strength,  a  very  present  help  in 
trouble.  Therefore  will  we  not  fear,  though  the  earth  be 
removed,  and  though  the  mountains  be  carried  into  the  midst 
of  the  sea ;  though  the  waters  thereof  roar  and  be  troubled, 
though  the  mountains  shake  with  the  swelling  thereof.  There 
is  a  river,  the  streams  whereof  shall  make  glad  the  city  of  God, 
the  holy  place  of  the  tabernacles  of  the  Most  High.  God  is  in 
the  midst  of  her;  she  shall  not  be  moved;  God  shall  help  her, 
and  that  right  early,"  or,  ^^when  the  morning  appearetk;^*  when  the 
Sun  of  Righteousness  anses  above  the  spiritual  horizon  of  Zion's 
pilgrims.  "The  heathen  raged,  the  kingdoms  were  moved; 
He  uttered  His  voice,  the  earth  melted.  The  LORD  of  hosts 
is  with  us;  the  God  of  Jacob  is  our  refuse."  Do  troubles 
increase?  Do  fears  multiply t  Do  temptations  thicken t  Do 
we  dread  perishing  by  the  band  of  this  Saul  or  that?  Listen  to 
the  testimony  of  JEHOVAH :  "  I  the  LORD  do  keep  it."  Look 
at  the  declaration  of  a  precious  Christ  concerning  His  sheep:  "I 

S've  unto  them  eternal  life ;  and  they  shall  never  perish,  neither 
all  any  pluck  them  out  of  My  hand  "  (John  x.  28).  His  people 
are  secure  in  His  everlasting,  immutable  love.  They  stand 
secure  upon  the  settlements  of  rich,  almighty,  and  uninflawced 
gtiaoe.  Does  He  speak  of  His  love  ?  It  is  everlasting  love  (Jen 
xxxi.  3).  Does  He  speak  of  His  righteousness  f  It  is  everlasting 
righteousness  (Dan.  ix.  24).  Does  He  speak  of  His  kingdom  ? 
It  is  an  everlasting  kingdom  that  can  never  be  moved.  Does 
He  speak  of  life  ?  It  is  eternal  life.  Gracious  Keeper  I  Blessed 
kepi  ones  (1  Pet.  i.  5).  Turn  to  Psa.  cxxi.  3:  "  He  will  not  suffer 
thy  foot  to  be  moved ;  He  that  keepeth  thee  will  not  slumber. 
Behold,  He  that  keepeth  Israel " — His  own  vineyard.  His  own 
elected,  selected,  separated,  and  redeemed  ones — *^  shall  neither 
dumber  nor  sleep.  The  LORD  is  thy  Keeper."  JEHOVAH, 
in  His  Trinity  of  Persons,  **  is  thy  shade  upon  thy  right  hand. 
The  sun  shall  not  smite  thee  by  day,  nor  the  moon  by  nighL 
The  LORD  shall  preserve  thee  from  all  evil :  He  shall  preserve 
thy  soul.  The  LORD  shall  preserve  thy  going  out  and  thj 
ooming  in  from  this  time  forth,  and  even  for  evermore."  This 
''  going  oat  and  ooaiing  in  *'  is  not  simply  from  my  boose  in  thi^ 
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morning  and  returning  in  the  evening ;  but  a  going  out  of  the 
sunshine  into  the  shade,  from  the  banqueting-house  to  the 
barren  heath.  See  John  x.  9:  "I  am  the  Door:  by  Me  if  any 
man  enter  in,  he  shall  be  saved,  and  shall  go  in  and  out,  and 
find  pasture."  Out  as  well  as  in  there  is  pasture  and  preserva- 
tion. David  knew  something  of  this  when  he  oried :  ^'  To  see 
Thy  power  and  Thy  glory,  so  as  I  have  seen  Thee  in  the 
sanctuary"  ^Psa.  hdii.  2).  Notice  thatl  David  had  seen  Him; 
but  here  he  is  longing  to  see  Him  again.  Tet,  in  or  out,  he  was 
gmoiously  kept.  Look  at  those  remarkable  words  in  2  Sam. 
▼iii.  6 :  "  And  the  LORD  preserved  David  whithersoever  he 
went."  Hunted  like  a  partridge  upon  the  mountains  at  the 
hands  of  Saul,  he  was  preserved  by  his  God.  Threatened  by 
the  giant  Goliath  in  tne  valley  of  Elah,  he  was  preserved  by 
his  God.  When  he  deserved  a  deeper  hell  than  the  vilest 
reprobate  in  creation,  sinning  against  light,  love,  grace,  mercy, 
and  compassion,  in  causing  Uriah's  drunkenness  and  murde 
and  committing  adultery  with  Bathsheba,  he  was  preserved  by 
his  God.  Have  I  a  stone  to  throw  at  him  ?  Not  one :  for  I  am 
not  a  particle  better  if  left  to  myself.  But  this  is  the  glorious 
truth  which  God  made  known  to  Jacob  and  reveals  to  all  His 
tried  and  tempted  ones  sooner  or  later :  '*  Behold,  I  am  with 
thee,  and  will  keep  thee  in  all  places  whither  thou  eoest"  (Gen. 
xxviii,  15).  Gods  keeping  is  very  mysterious  and  strange  to 
some  at  times.  He  promised  to  keep  and  deliver  Jeremiah ; 
but  to  the  dungeon  and  to  death  Jeremiah  must  go,  and  for  no 
other  reason  than  that  of  declaring  God's  Word  faithfully.  God 
preserved  David,  but  into  sins  most  foul  David  fell.    Christ 

? rayed  for  Peter's  safety,  but  into  Satan's  sieve  Peter  must  go. 
'he  goings  oufc  and  the  comings  in  of  all  the  saints  are  in  tne 
hands  of  their  gracious  Keeper.  In  coming  into  this  world  of 
sin,  we  were  preserved  in  Jesus  Christ,  and  in  going  out  to  face 
the  solemnities  of  eternity,  we  shall  be  preserved  in  Him. 
Were  not  Christ  my  Glory-Bearer,  you  mav  depend  upon  it, 
that  this  poor  frail  tabernacle  would  never  be  aole  to  bear  up 
under  the  "  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory 
revealed  in  the  person,  work,  salvation,  and  kingdom  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

"  /  the  LORD  do  keep  it  J*'  From  what  t  From  robbers  and 
evil  beasts.  From  blignt,  canker,  and  decAy.  JEHOVAH  the 
Keeper  and  Cultivator  is  well  acquainted  with  every  point  and 
particular  in  respect  to  the  tendency  of  the  vine.  Let  us 
notice  one  peculiarity.  The  vine  has  a  trailing  and  p:rovelline 
tendency.  Go  into  a  vinery  where  the  vine  has  been  ne^lecte^ 
and  you  will  see  neither  order  nor  beauty — the  whole  de- 
^nerating  and  tending  to  trail  on  the  ground.  So  it  is  with 
uie  children  of  God  when  left  to  themselves.  Had  I  been  left 
to  myself,  where  should  I  have  been  this  morning?  In  this 
spot  preaching  His  glorious  truth  T    No ;   but  I  should  have 
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been  speakings  thinking,  and  acting  oontraiy  to  the  graoions 
will  of  mj  covenant  God,  and  seeking  my  own  pleasure  amid 
the  haunts  of  sin^  corruption,  and  death.  It  has  pleased  Him 
to  reveal  to  me  the  blessed  fiact  that  I  am  part  of  His  elect, 
separated,  redeemed,  and  preserved  vineyard  of  red  wine,  and 
has  caused  my  heart  to  sing  with  a  grateful  understanding, — 

"  I  thirst,  but  not  as  once  I  did. 

The  vain  delights  of  earth  to  share ; 
Thy  wounds,  Emmanuel,  all  forbid 
That  I  should  seek  my  pleasures  there." 

Blessed  be  the  name  of  our  heavenly  Husbandman,  He  keeps 
His  vine  from  its  grovelling  tendency,  and  bears  it  away  from 
earth,  supported  and  upheld  by  peg  after  peg  of  covenant 
promise.  With  His  own  grace  He  strengthens  His  vine  in  every 
particular  branch  thereon  He  is  a  glorious  Keeper.  Round 
about  it  He  is  a  wall  of  fire,  over  which  the  wild  boar  of  the 
wood  cannot  pass  to  ravage  it.  The  evil  beasts  of  discontent, 
infidelity,  and  unbelief,  can  never  hurt  or  destroy  it.  Look  at 
the  promise :  ^^Leat  any  hurt  it,  I  will  hiep  it  night  and  day.^^  Can 
any  one  hurt  JEHOVAH'S  vine  t  I  answer.  No  1  But  wasit  not 
hurt  in  Egypt  when  Pharaoh  and  his  task-masters  laid  heavy 
burdens  upon  the  children  of  Israel  I  No  I  for  the  more  they 
were  afflicted  and  persecuted  {hivrt  according  to  our  fleshly 
judgment),  the  more  thejr  multiplied  and  grew.  So  it  is  now 
with  God*s  own  in  the  wilderness,  separated  by  discriminating 
and  distinguishing  grace,  defended  by  Almighty  and  irresistible 

S)wer,  preserved  by  infinite  and  unerring  wisdom,  that  truth  of 
od  stands  true  in  their  experience,  ^'  They  shall  not  hurt  nor 
destroy  in  all  My  holy  mountain  "  (Isa.  xi.  9).  All  that  caij  be 
done  by  the  assaults  and  temptations  of  Satan;  all  that  is 
accomplished  by  JEHOVAH  in  His  judgments  on  the  flesh;  all 
that  can  be  wrought  by  the  contention  and  strife  which  ofttimes 
mar  the  peace  and  quietness  of  the  children  of  God,  can  never 
really  hurt  them,  but,  over-ruled  by  infinite  wisdom,  they  work 
together  for  good  to  them  that  love  God  and  are  the  called 
according  to  His  purpose.  These  eventually  drive  the  living 
children  to  seek  closer  and  more  intimate  communion  with 
Him. 

ni. — The  Lord's  supporting  care — "  I  will  water  it  every 
moment."  Water  is  a  beautiful  Scriptural  figure.  Spiritual 
and  refreshing  truth  abounds  under  tnis  heavenly  metaphor. 
In  it  is  revealed  the  covenant  care  and  concern  of  JEHOVAH 
over  His  Church  and  people.  We  read  in  Isa.  xliv,  3 — 5:  •*! 
will  pour  water  upon  him  that  is  thirsty,  and  floods  upon  the 
dry  ground :  I  will  pour  My  Spirit  upon  thy  seed,  and  My 
blessing  upon  thine  ofispring:  and  they  shall  spring  up  as 
among  the  grass,  as  willows  by  the  water-courses.  One  shall 
say,  I  am  the  LORD'S ;  and  another  shall  call  himself  by  the 
name  of  Jacob  ;  and  another  shall  subscribe  with  bis  hand  unto 
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the  LORDy  ohcI  Bomame  himself  by  the  name  of  I«!a^"  Udqb 
His  thiratj  plants  God  pours  the  water  of  His  grace.  But 
some  are  more  than  thirsty,  parched  up,  as  you  see  the  dry 
gaping  ^ound  in  times  of  drought.  A  little  moist  or  dew  of 
night  wiU  not  suffice  to  saturate,  soften,  and  satirfy  the  hard  and 
parched  ground.  So  in  God's  care  of  His  vineyard,  you  may 
depend  upon  it.  He  knows  that  there  are  spots  of  spiritual 
experience  where  a  little  dew  of  heavenly  blessing,  or  gentle 
showers  of  Divine  grace,  will  not  soften  and  satisfy  the  dry  and 
thirsty  souls  of  His  people.  Upon  these  He  sends  showers  and 
floods  ol  blessing  in  His  season.  E^ch  part  and  particular  of 
His  vine  has  His  prompt  and  patient  attention.  He  will  cause 
His  rain,  His  showers.  His  floods,  to  descend  and  refresh  His 
inheritance  when  it  is  weary.  But  our  heavenly  Husbandman 
is  not  confined  to  showers  and  floods.  Look  at  His  gi*acious 
promise  in  Hosea  xiv.  5 :  '*  I  will  be  as  the  dew  unto  Israel*' 
For  the  Lord  thus  to  manifest  Himself  to  Israel,  the  time  and  the 
circumstances  must  be  in  accordance  therewith.  You  will  find 
DO  dew  when  the  sun  is  pouring  down  its  light  and  heat  imon 
the  earth ;  but  when  the  sun  is  gone  down,  and  it  is  dark,  God 
gently  distils  the  dew  upon  the  drooping  plants  of  His  creatioa. 
So  in  His  spiritual  vineyard,  when  it  is  dark,  and  the  fcJun  xjf 
Righteousness  is  set  in  the  gloom  of  spiritual  desertion,  when 
pamful  bereavements  are  crushing  the  soul,  and  tender  ties  are 
riven  never  more  to  be  united  here,  when  doubts,  and  fears,  and 
wretched  unbeUef  have  told  their  sad  tales  upon  the  i^iritual 
and  new  man,  then  the  dew  of  JEHOVAH'S  heavenly  graoe 
and  benediction  will  fall  upon  His  own,  to  refresh,  revive,  and 
strengthen  their  drooping  graces.  But  sometimes  the  plants  of 
«ace  have  neither  dew  nor  refreshing  showers  Still,  even  then 
uey  continue  to  flourish.  How  is  this  T  My  dear  friends,  our 
own  God  has  His  nether  springs  of  grace  underlying  His  pain- 
ful and  perplexing  dealings  with  us  in  providence.  Desert  lands 
must  be  known  and  felt.  Spiritual  drought  must  be  experienced 
but  He  will  make  His  covenant  promise  good:  ''I  will  open 
rivers  in  high  places,  and  fountains  in  the  midst  of  the  valleys : 
I  will  make  the  wilderness  a  pool  of  water,  and  the  dry  land 
springs  of  water  "  (Isa.  xli.  18).  JEHOVAH'S  springs  of  grace 
shall  never  fail  to  strengthen  His  plants  and  ripen  His  fruits. 
These  shall  be  presented  before  His  face  with  joy  and  thanks- 
.  giving,  and  not  with  grief,  when  we  shall  hear  His  gracious 
voice  saying,  "  Come,  ye  blessed  of  My  Father,  inherit  the 
kingdom  prepai'ed  for  you  from  the  foundation  of  the  world " 
(Matt.  xi.  34).  For  the  comfort  and  consolation  of  our  exercised 
hearts.  He  has  caused  us  to  hear  and  understand  those  blessed 
words»  "They  shall  not  hurt  nor  destroy  in  all  My  holy 
mountain." 

May  the  Lord  add  His  blessing. 
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Preached  in  Gbovb  Chapei.,  Cambbewbll,  on  Sunday  Evening, 
January  J  9th,  1870,  by 

THOMAS    BRADBURY. 


*•  Ye  that  love  the  LORD,  hate  cril ;  He  prcsenreth  the  souls  of  His  saintB  ; 
He  deliTereth  them  out  of  the  hand  of  the  wicked.'* — Psalm  xcvii.  10. 

THIS  sounds  like  a  precept,  and  a  precept  it  is,  to  t^st  and 
prove  the  genuineness  of  that  work  which  God  the  Holy 
Ghost  has  begun  in  the  experience  of  an  elect  sinner,  to 
demonstrate  the  reality  of  His  own  faith  in  the  hearts  of  the 
living  children  of  God.  Without  this  testing  and  proving  by 
the  precepts,  the  faith,  fear,  hope,  and  love  of  tne  children  would 
remain  useless  and  undemonstrated.  These  precepts,  as  they 
are  called,  are  given  to  draw  out  our  weakness,  and  to  display 
JEHOVAH'S  strength.  Every  command  of  God  is  given  for  the 
purpose  of  drawing  out  and  demonstrating  human  inability, 
showing  forth  creature  responsibility,  and  of  creating  oppor- 
tunities for  the  display  of  Divine  willingness  to  save  and  succour 
all  those  who  are  crushed  under  the  grinding  weight  of  their 
responsibility  and  inability. 

We,  who  know  Him,  are  taught,  and  delight  in  the  fact,  that 
His  new  covenant  commands,  as  revealed  in  Christ  Jesus,  are 
not  grievous.  From  the  grace-filled  lips  of  Jesus  they  prove  to 
be  no  filing  yoke  of  bondage.  He  leads  us  into  the  nature 
and  design  of  them  by  His  blessed  Spirit,  thereby  showing  us 
more  and  more  of  our  weakness,  want,  and  woe,  and  imparting 
to  us,  in  every  time  of  need.  His  strength  and  fulness,  thus 
bringing  us  to  an  apprehension  and  enjoyment  of  those  good 
things  which  He  has  treasured  up  for  us  in  the  Son  of  His  love. 
He  teaches  us  to  thank,  praise,  and  adore  Him  for  every  revela- 
tion of  Himself,  even  wnen,  in  judgment  upon  our  wretched 
flesh.  He  breaks  our  schemes  of  earthly  pleasure,  blights  our 
gourds  of  fleshly  delight,  and  severs  our  hearts  from  those  objects 
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which  would  otherwise  allure  our  hearts  from  Uim.  Yes,  He 
graciously  works  in  us  by  the  power  of  His  blessed  Spirit,  and 
gives  us  to  experience  the  painful,  yet  profitable  fact,  that,  on 
new  covenant  ground,  and  in  haimony  with  new  covenant 
promises,  He  can  visit  the  flesh  with  judgment,  while  in  the 
tenderest  mercy  He  draws  our  souls  into  blessed  and  hallowed 
association  witn  Himself.  Now  each  child  of  God  has  two 
distinct  and  opposite  natures.  With  one  he  is  pleasing  the 
devil ;  with  the  other  he  is  pleasing  God.  With  tne  old  man 
he  can  never  please  God;  with  the  new  man  he  can  never 
please  the  devil.  The  old  nature  delights  and  flourishes  in  sin ; 
the  new  nature  has  love  to  nothing  but  purity.  You  see  this  in 
Romans  vii.  25 :  *'  So,  then,  with  the  mmd  I  myself  serve  the 
law  of  God ;  but  with  the  flesh  the  law  of  sin."  Look  at  those 
two  words,  "  /  my  self r  I  with  one  nature  serve  the  law  of  sin, 
and  with  the  other  the  law  of  God.  Those  of  you  who  are 
guided  bv  the  blessed  Spirit  into  the  hidden  mysteries  of  the 
Divine  life  need  not  to  be  told  that  conflict  is  the  lot  of  God's 
living  children  all  through  the  wilderness.  You  know  well  what 
that  means,  ''  For  the  flesh  lusteth  against  the  Spirit,  and  the 
Spirit  against  the  flesh ;  and  these  are  contrary  the  one  to  the 
other :  so  that  ye  cannot  do  the  things  that  ye  would  "  (Gal.  v. 
17).  Yes,  the  good  that  you  would,  you  cannot  do,  and  the 
evil  that  you  would  not,  that  vou  do.  You  would  live  a  life  of 
unclouded  and  uninterrupted  faith ;  but  vou  find  you  cannot ; 
and  vet,  0,  mystery  of  grace,  you  do.  You  live,  yet  not  you, 
but  Christ  liveth  in  you.  You  live  a  life  of  faith,  but  it  is  tlie 
faith  of  the  Son  of  God  (Gal.  ii.  20).  You  would  live  a  life  of 
praise,  adoration,  and  thankfulness ;  but  you  mourn  your  lack 
of  patitude  to  Him  who  has  done  so  much  for  you ;  yet  all  the 
praise  you  ever  render  to  your  God  is  through  a  rejoicing  Surety 
and  Friend  by  the  indwelling  of  His  blessed  Spirit.  You  would 
praise  and  pray ;  but  effort  fails ;  the  way  of  communion  is 
barred ;  you  know  not  how  to  praise  Him  for  mercies  received, 
or  to  pray  unto  Him  for  blessings  promised.  The  evils  of 
unbelief  and  indifference  which  you  denounce  are  the  very  things 
that  you  do.  Instead  of  always  rejoicing,  the  first  thing  that 
appears  to  oppose  your  fleshly  determination  and  self-will  rouses 
up  a  spirit  ot  murmuring  and  repining.  You  would  live  in  con- 
tinual sunshine ;  but  the  clouds  of  doubt,  fear,  and  sin  arise,  and 
hide  the  bright  beams  of  the  Sun  of  Righteousness  from  your 
view.  But  upon  this  I  need  not  enlarge.  We  will  look  at  the 
text : — 

**  Ye  that  love  the  LORD,  hate  evil ;  He  preserveth  the  souls 
of  His  saints ;  He  delivereth  them  out  of  the  hand  of  the 
wicked." 

This  portion  dwelt  upon  tnv  mind  with  much  power  long 
years  ago,  and  came  with  much  sweetness  and  light  this  after- 
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noon*    It  oontaiDs  a  preoious  declaration  concerning  Ood's  own, 
and  may  be  read  thus: — 

"Lovers  of  JEHOVAH,  hate  evil. 

"  He  is  keeping  the  souls  of  His  gracious  ones. 

"  From  the  hand  of  wicked  men  He  will  set  them  free." 

The  question  may  be  asked,  "  Is  there  a  necessity  for  this 
oommand  to  go  forth,  *  Lovers  of  JEHOVAH,  hate  evil? '  Does 
not  the  nature  He  has  given,  in  union  with  a  risen  and  exalted 
Christ,  hate  evil!  "  Indeed  it  does.  But  the  necessity  for  the 
command  lies  here :  it  is  to  prove  to  me  my  inability,  and  to 
bring  to  light  the  weakness  and  want  of  every  living  child  of 
Gh>d.  To  make  a  place  for  the  reception  of  every  new  covenant 
blessing,  JEHOVAH'S  new  covenant  command  is  conveyed 
by  the  covenant  power  of  God  the  Holy  Ghost,  who  works 
sweet  and  willing  obedience  in  the  hearts  of  eternally-loved  and 
elect  vessels  of  mercy.  As  He  says  to  me,  ^'Lovers  of 
JEHOVAH,"  I  do  love  Him  by  the  sweet  compulsion  of  His 
own  love  communicated  to  me.  I  cannot  love  Him  according 
to  mjr  own  power,  will,  or  wisdom  ;  but  my  love  is  drawn  out 
tolHim  as  His  love  is  shed  abroad  in  me.  blessed  be  His  name, 
this  He  has  done,  is  doing,  and  has  bound  Himself  by  covenant 
engagements  to  do  for  me  and  in  me.  As  we  look  at  ourselves 
in  the  light  of  the  Divine  perfections  which  shine  in  the  person 
of  Jesus  Christ,  and  as  we  meditate  upon  the  written  Word  of 
God  with  our  spiritual  understanding,  we  see  that  by  nature 
we  can  do  anytning  but  love  God,  Bis  Christ,  His  truth,  or 
His  people.  By  nature  we  are  alienated  from  God,  and  enemies 
in  our  minds  by  wicked  works  (CoL  i.  21).  Ay,  and  we  are 
haters  of  JEHOVAH,  as  He  is  pleased  to  display  the  sovereignty 
of  His  wilL  We  are  lovers  of  pleasure  more  than  lovers  of  God ; 
we  are  without  Christ,  aliens  from  the  commonwealth  of  Israel, 
strangers  from  the  covenant  of  promise,  having  no  hope,  and 
without  God  in  the  world  (Eph.  ii.  12).  It  matters  not  what 
our  knowledge  or  profession  may  be,  as  the  true-bom  sons  and 
daughters  of  Adam,  we  are  without  Him,  destitute  of  His  love, 
and  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  us  to  manifest  the  slightest 
evidence  of  love  to  Him. 

Look  at  that  awful  description  given  of  poor  human  nature 
in  Titus  iii.  3 :  *'  For  we  ourselves  also  were  sometimes  foolish, 
disobedient,  deceived^  serving  divers  lusts  and  pleasures,  living 
in  malice  and  env^,  hateful,  and  hating  one  another."  Come 
with  me  to  Eph.  li.  1 — 3 :  "  And  you  hath  He  quickened,  who 
were  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins;  wherein  in  times  past  ve 
walked  according  to  the  course  of  this  world,  according  to  the 
prince  of  the  power  of  the  air,  the  spirit  that  now  worketh  in 
the  children  or  disobedience.''  Mark  this  third  verse  :  "  Among 
whom  also  we  all  had  our  conversation  in  times  past  in  the  lusts 
of  our  flesh,  fulfilling  the  desires  of  the  flesh  and  of  the  mind ; 
and  were  by  nature  the  children  of  wrath,  even  as  others." 
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Now,  no  child  of  God  is  a  child  of  His  wrath.  From  everlasting 
to  everlasting,  from  the  covenant  to  the  consummation  of  all 
things,  the  whole  of  JEHOVAH'S  elect  sons  and  daughters  have 
ever  been  the  objects  of  His  love.  This  Scripture  does  not  say 
we  were  the  children  of  God's  wrath.  We  must  interpret 
this,  as  well  as  every  other  portion,  in  the  light  of  the  context. 
In  the  second  verse  we  read  of  the  children  of  disobedience. 
Whose  disobedience ?  Not  God's.  Whose  wrath t  God's  wrath? 
Never.  God  as  a  God  of  wrath  to  His  own  I  He  cannot  be. 
"  Children  of  wrath  " — that  is  to  say,  wrathful  children.  All 
those  not  brought  under  the  power  of  covenant  love  can  be 
nothing  else  but  wrathful  children,  displaying  the  proclivities 
and  propensities  of  their  nature  and  dis{)osition.  Turn  to  Romans 
viii.  7,  where  the  testimony  of  God  is,  *^  Because  the  carnal 
mind  is  enmity  against  God,  for  it  is  not  subject  to  the  law  of 
God,  neither  indeed  can  be."  The  carnal  mind  is  not  subject, 
neither  can  it  be  subject  to  God  or  His  law.  Look  again  at 
Ephesians  iv.  18,  19 :  ''  Having  the  understanding  da^ened, 
being  alienated  from  the  life  oi  God  through  the  ignorance  that 
is  in  them,  because  of  the  blindness  of  their  heart :  who,  being 
past  feeling,  have  given  themselves  over  unto  lasciviousness,  to 
work  all  uncleanness  with  greediness."  Mark  well  those  words 
of  Paul :  "  The  old  man,  which  is  corrupt  according  to  the 
deceitful  lusts  "  (Eph.  iv.  22).  Now,  this  does  not  mean  only 
those  who  frequent  the  haunts  of  vice,  for  uncleanness  is  mani- 
fested in  all  places,  piotM  as  well  as  profane,  where  the  Spirit's 
declaration  of  God's  Christ  is  not  received,  and  where  He  is  not 
the  First,  the  Last,  and  the  All  in  all. 

"  Lovers  of  JEHOVAH "  are  those  whom  He  has  singled 
out  as  His  own,  upon  whom  He  has  pitched  His  uninfluenced, 
immutable  grace,  and  in  whose  hearts  He  has  shed  abroad  His 
own  sweet  love,  by  the  Holy  Ghost  given  unto  them  (Rom.  v.  5). 
Thus  blessed,  we  can  say  sometimes,  though  not  eveiy  hour  of  the 
day,  "  We  love  Him  because  He  first  loved  us"  (1  John  iv.  19). 
Now  the  selfsame  child  of  God,  who  has  experienced  His  love, 
will  be  brought  to  feel  his  lack  of  it,  having  no  bright  appre- 
hension of  an  interest  therein,  and  longing  for  some  sweet 
revelation  of  Him  who  was  Love  Licamate,  he  can  sing  in 
plaintive  notes  with  Watts, — 

**  Dear  Lord,  and  shall  /eyer  live 
At  this  poor  d jing  rate  ? 
Afy  loye  so  faint,  so  cold  to  Thee, 
And  Thine  to  m«  so  great." 

Sometimes  the  loved  ones  of  JEHOVAH  are  brought  to  lower 
spots  than  these,  to  the  experience  of  that  described  in  Newton's 
precious  hymn,  which  nas  been  sneered  at  by  flaunting 
professors, — 

"  *Tifl  a  point  I  long  to  know 

(Oft  it  causes  anxious  thought), 
Do  I  love  the  Lord,  or  no  7 
Am  I  His,  or  am  I  not  ?  "  r^  ] 
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Mack  700 1  I  cannot  sneer  at  it,  for  if  I  did»  I  should  fear  I  had 
sneered  at  a  blessed  evidence  of  Divine  life  in  manv  an 
exercised  child  of  God.  The  question  thus  revolves  in  the  heart 
of  the  tempted  and  tried  Zionite,  "If  I  loved  a  covenant  God, 
why  shonla  I  be  so  lifeless,  listless,  indifferent,  and  coldt  Why 
should  I  feel  such  apathy  in  reading  His  blessed  Word,  singing 
His  praises,  and  ioinuig  with  His  people  at  the  hour  of  prayer  t 
Can  it  be  that  I  love  Him  when  I  feel  colder  than  the  very  seat 
1  sit  upon  t  '*  Some  of  you  can  say.  Six  days  in  the  week  are 
given  up  to  bread  winning,  during  which  any  other  book  is 
preferred  to  His  own  Word — can  it  be  that  I  love  Him?  Oh,  say 
some,  the  case  of  a  real  child  of  God  can  never  be  so  desperate 
as  that.  Now  you  take  notice  during  the  next  six  davs,  K)r  the 
purpose  of  judging  yourselves  before  Him,  and  see  now  often 
God's  Word  is  taken  up  in  comparison  to  the  number  of  times 
that  other  books  are  found  in  your  fingers.  I  am  often  filled 
with  astonishment  in  finding  free-grace  people  so  niggardly  in 
connection  with  the  pubUcation  and  sending  forth  of  God's 
precious  truth,  when  compared  with  what  they  lavish  upon 
newspapers  and  periodicals  which  only  contain  that  which  disturbs 
the  peace,  and  distracts  the  devotion  of  the  living  child  of  God. 
With  the  knowledge  of  these  things,  well  may  we  ask  our  souls 
the  question.  If  1  were  a  child  of  so  loving  a  Father,  is  it 
possiole  that  I  could  live  so  ?  Ah,  my  dear  friends,  it  is  not  only 
possible,  but  it  is  a  fact.  0  what  a  marvellous  mystery  of  grace 
it  is  when  our  own  God  reveals  Himself  as  the  God  of  love  in 
the  loveliness  of  His  Son  Jesus  Chiist  our  Lord,  by  the  grace 
and  gentleness  of  His  Spirit,  when  He  draws  nigh  and  sweetly 
whispers  to  the  heart,  "  Yea,  I  have  loved  thee  with  an  ever- 
lasting love ;  therefore  with  lovingkindness  have  I  drawn  thee  " 
(Jer.  xxxi.  3). 

Another  child  of  God  may  say,  "  I  know  and  feel  that  there 
is  everything  in  a  precious  Christ  to  cause  me  to  love  Him. 
When  I  see  His  self-denying  hfe,  His  precious  wounds.  His 

Crfeot  ri^teousness.  His  powerftil  intercession.  His  peerless 
auty,  aU  these  draw  out  my  soul's  admiration,  and  I  cannot 
help  but  love  Him  ;  but  this  is  the  question  of  questions,  Does 
He  love  me  t  "  Ah  I  a  poor,  tried  and  exercised  saint  one  said, 
"  See  I  If  it  were  possiole  for  Him  to  spurn  me  from  His  face, 
and  sink  me  to  the  lowest  depths  of  eternal  damnation,  I  could 
not  help  but  love  Him ;  but  what  I  want  settling  in  my  heart  is 
this,  Does  He  love  me  ?  "  It  is  of  the  Lord's  mercjr  that  we 
know  by  Divine  warrant  and  the  teaching  of  His  Spirit,  we  can 
only  love  Him  as  He  reveals  His  love  in  it,  and  draws  out  the 
affections  of  our  heart  to  Him.  Love  to  Him  can  only  be 
manifested  in  opportunities  of  His  own  giving.  A  short  time 
previous  to  the  departure  of  my  dear  friend,  Thomas  Simmons, 
of  Manchester,  to  Emmanuel's  glory  laud,  darkness,  thick  dark- 
ness, amounting  to  self-despair,  wrapped  itself  around  him  like 
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a  mantle.  I  called  to  see  him.  He  oould  take  no  nromuie  as 
belonging  to  him.  Bending  to  his  ear,  I  repeated  that  sweet 
▼erse  of  Newton's, — 

"  How  sweet  the  name  of  Jesus  sounds 
In  a  believer*s  ear ; 
It  soothes  his  sorrows,  heals  his  wounds, 
And  drives  away  his  fear.** 

''Is  there  no  sweetness  here  for  yon?'^  I  asked.  In  the 
bitterness  of  his  spirit,  the  old  man  roared  ont,  "  No."  In  a 
moment,  as  if  Divmely  prompted,  I  said, 

**  How  nasty  the  name  of  Jesus  sounds," 

when  he  instantly  cried  ont,  **  No  no,  I  can't  have  that !  ** 
Here  I  would  ask  some  of  you  who  are  writing  bitter  things 
agamst  yourselves,  but  who  nave  not  one  bitter  thought  of  Him, 
Can  you  sit  for  five  minutes  and  listen  to  something  like  Gospel, 
but  which  casts  a  reflection  upon  the  character  of  your  covenant 
God,  without  exhibiting  signs  of  your  indignation  and  dis- 
approval ?  Indeed  you  cannot.  Can  you  listen  to  the  unscriptural 
sophistries  of  Socinians  without  showing  your  ire  t  No  1  your 
whole  soul  rises  up  in  arms  against  that  which  is  derogatory  to 
the  person  and  perfections  of  a  precious  Christ.  Can  you  listen 
quietly  to  what  the  Arminian  brings  forward,  calling  into 
question  the  eternity  and  immutability  of  JEHOVAH'S  lovet 
Can  you  deUght  to  near  anything  short  of  that  which  declares 
the  certainty  of  God's  love  and  security  of  His  people?  You 
cannot.    Listen  to  this^ — 

^  What  from  Christ  that  soul  shall  seTer, 
^  Bound  by  eyerlasting  bands  7 
Once  in  Him,  in  Him  for  ever  ; 
Thus  th*  eternal  covenant  stands ; 

None  shall  pluck  thee 
From  the  Strength  of  IsraeVs  hands.** 

You  glory  in  a  Gospel  which  proclaims  the  perfections  of 
JEHOVAH'S  will,  the  irresistibility  of  His  power,  the  im- 
mutability of  His  love,  and  the  riches  of  His  grace.  These 
rouse  the  aiBfections  of  your  soul  in  admiration  and  love  of  ffis 
glorious  truth. 

Are  you  "  lovers  of  JEHOVAH  "  the  Father  ?  How  do  you 
know  itt  Only  by  the  revelation  of  His  truth  in  you,  and  the 
heavenly  wisdom  and  spiritual  ability  given  you  to  read  your 
character  as  such  in  the  light  of  it.  Is  He,  to  you  the  God  of 
all  grace  ?  Are  you  persuaded  that  if  you  are  saved  at  all  it  is 
by  a  stroke  of  His  matchless  wisdom,  omnipotent  power,  and 
infinite  love,  yes,  the  stretching  forth  of  His  long^  strong, 
powerful  arm  of  love,  to  save  you  from  the  curse  and  from 
everlasting  damnation  ?  Then  you  must  love  Him.  Have  you 
been  melted  under  a  sense  of  His  paternal  love  in  providing  for 
your  salvation,  and  patiently  bearing  with  your  manners  in  the 
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wfldemesB?  If  so,  jon  will  be  able  to  sing  with  the  spirit  and 
with  the  understanding  also, — 


"  More  of  Thy  love,  my  God,  I  find, 
In  every  hour  I  live ; 
More  of  Thy  peace  in  heart  and  mind 


Up  to  my  Father^B  high  deciee 

Each  act  in  time  I  trace  ; 
Up  to  the  glorious  sovereign  Three — 

Almighty  Fount  of  grace." 

By  the  faith  of  His  own  giving  and  working,  I  know  that  every 
trial,  temptation,  tribulation,  disappointment,  dissatisfaction,  and 
experience  of  spiritual  death,  comes  from  Him ;  and  all  my 
knowledge  of  sin,  vanity,  and  conceit,  is  for  the  eventual 
exaltation  of  His  Christ  as  my  God  and  Saviour,  and  to  prove 
that  I  am  not  too  bad  for  His  kindness  and  love  to  reach. 
Count  over  your  miseries,  but  let  the  Lord's  sweet  mercies  be 
placed  side  by  side  with  them,  and  then  you  will  be  delighted 
to  trace  all  your  times  up  to  Him  as  "  The  Great  First  Cause  of 
all  events.'' 

*^  Times  the  tempter's  power  to  prove ; 
Times  to  taste  a  Saviour*s  love  ; 
All  must  come,  and  last,  and  end, 
As  shall  please  my  heavenly  Friend.'* 

We  see  at  times  our  Father's  covenant  love  preparing  our 
pathway,  and  His  covenant  care  providing  for  every  necessity. 
This  draws  out  our  hearts  in  praise  and  thanksgivmg,  feeling 
that  '*  we  love  Him  because  He  first  loved  u&" 

Are  you  "lovers  of  JEHOVAH"  the  Son?      Then  such 
precious  truths  as  these  will  gladden  your  heart, — 

'*  The  Man  who  lived,  and  died,  and  rose. 
To  perfume  heaven  with  blood ; 
To  Him  my  soul  her  pardon  owes. 
And  claims  Him  for  her  God. 

There  high  He  dwells  in  ether  bright. 

The  great  Incarnate  Word, 
Where  suns  to  darkness  dwindle  quite, 

Before  their  radiant  Lord. 

Tbence,  low  He  stoops  to  watch  the  lot 

Of  souls  to  Him  once  given ; 
And  makes  the  dying  sinner's  cot 

The  glorious  gate  of  heaven.** 

Do  you  know  that  He  has  been  watching  unceasingly  over  you  ? 
In  the  days  of  His  flesh  His  whole  soul  was  exercised  with  the 
burdens,  crushing  weights,  and  infirmities  of  His  people. 
Tkrough  a  life  of  sorrow  He  struggled  against  the  world,  the 
flesh,  and  the  devil,  and  in  His  glorious  salvation,  bruised  body, 
and  precious  blood  has  provided  sweet  and  precious  food  for  the 
lambs  and  sheep  of  His  flock.  Can  you  listen  to  love  like  this 
and  remain  unmoved  t    Yes,  we  say  it  with  confusion  of  face 
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and  contrition  of  heart,  we  have  listened  to  the  tale  of  Bib 
sorrows,  and  the  report  of  His  agonies,  unmoved.  See  1  There 
in  love  His  hands  are  extended  and  His  feet  transfixed  to  the 
accnrsed  tree. 

'*  Dwell  on  the  sight,  my  stony  heart, 
Till  erery  pulse  within 
Shall  into  contrite  sorrow  start, 
And  hate  the  thought  of  sin." 

Can  yon  listen  to  the  truths  concerning  His  sweet  and  aU- 

Eowerful  intercession  as  He  stands  as  our  great  Hieh  Priest 
efore  the  face  of  His  Father,  opening  His  mouth  for  His  poor 
dumb  children  who  cannot  speax  for  themselves  T  Ah,  mj  dear 
friends,  this  we  ofttimes  do ;  yet  it  is  our  hieh  privilege  to  know 
that,  l^e  as  He  sympathised  with  His  sleeping  £sciples  in 
Gethsemane,  so  He  will  sympathise  with  and  succour  us.  Oh  1 
how  sweet  and  precious  it  is  to  have  this  one  verse  playing 
about  our  heart  and  courting  us  into  the  presence  of  His 
Father  and  ours, — 

'*  Not  on  me,  Lord,  not  on  me, 
I  am  all  iniquity  ; 
Look  on  Thine  anointed  One, 
Who  before  Thy  glorious  throne 
On  His  breast  bears  my  poor  name, 
All  my  load  of  sin  and  shame — 
Look  on  Him,  my  Surety." 

This  is  the  experience,  not  of  those  who  pride  themselves  in 
beine  believers,  but  those  who  mourn  because  of  their  acctirsed 
unbelief.  Those  who  cannot  help  themselves,  but  have  every- 
thing done  for  them  by  a  covenant  God,  love  and  esteem 
JEHOVAH-JESUS. 

Are  you  « lovers  of  JEHOVAH  "  the  Spirit  1  Yes,  you  are 
if  He  has  convinced  you  of  sin,  of  righteousness,  and  of 
judgment.  Has  He  convinced  you  that  there  is  sin  in  all  you 
do  and  produce  ?  Has  He  revealed  to  you  the  blessed  fact  tiiat 
all  that  Christ  has  done  is  the  very  opposite  to  sin,  and  it  is  all 
yours  t  Then  you  must  love  Him.  We  think  it  sometliing  if 
we  are  received  into  the  houses  of  the  great,  and  still  more  if 
those  in  superior  stations  in  life  condescend  to  sojourn  with  us 
in  our  humble  dwellings.  But  look  at  the  condescending  love 
of  God  the  Holy  Ghost.  He  lives  and  rules  in  our  hearto,  and 
breathes  heaven's  sweet  peace  into  our  weary  i^irits.  Yes,  He 
condescends  to  dwell  in  these  bodies  of  sin  and  death,  these 
bodies  of  our  hiuniliation,  and  there  He  will  abide  until,  divested 
of  the  burden  of  the  flesh,  we  stand  in  the  presence  of  our  Lord^ 
and  serve  Him  without  sin.  Can  vou  do  anything  but  love  bo 
gracious  a  Spirit?  We  may  well  sing  with  the  redeemed 
Aiheist,— 

**  And  Thou  eternal  Spirit  vast, 

What  love  can  Thine  transcend  ? 
Since  Thou  Thy  lot  with  me  hath  cast, 
Indwellizig  God  and  Friend.*' 
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Let  me  ask  you,  Has  the  blessed  Spirit  put  the  question,  the 
threefold  questioD,  which  Jesus  put  to  reter,  and  which  had 
respect  to  his  threefold  denial  of  Him  ?  "  Lovest  thou  Me  ?  " 
In  this  inward  questioning  we  are  brought  into  fellowship  wilii 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost.  Jesus  appears  and  says^ 
Loyest  thou  Me  in  union  with  My  Father  ana  in  union  to  thee 
by  the  grace  and  indwelling  of  My  Spirit  t  In  answer  to  this 
our  trembling  and  adoring  hearts  can  say,  "  Lord,  Thou  knowest 
all  things.  Thou  knowest  that  1  love  Thee.  Some  of  us  to-night 
are  melted  under  the  power  of  His  love,  while  tears  of  spiritual 
affection  moisten  our  eyes.  Father,  Son,  and  Spirit,  Israel's 
Triune  JEHOVAH,  Thou  knowest  that  we  love  Thee. 

We  now  come  to  notice  the  blessed  fact  contahied  in  this 
new  covenant  command,  that  the  "  lovers  of  JEHOVAH  hate 
evil"  In  this  hatred  and  abhorrence  of  evil  where  shall  we 
begin.  At  home?  With  whom?  With  myself.  And  what 
am  I  ?  In  myself  unmingled  evil.  See  Gen.  vi.  5 :  "  And  God 
saw  that  the  wickedness  of  man  was  great  in  the  earth,  and  that 
every  imagination  of  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  was  only  evil 
continually."  By  the  teaching  of  the  Holy  Ghost  "I  know 
that  in  me  (that  is,  in  my  flesh)  dwelleth  no  good  thing  "  (Rom. 
vii.  18),  and  I  am  thus  led  to  bate  myself.  You  start  and  ask, 
Is  that  true  ?  I  answer.  Yes,  I  do  hate  myself  with  a  cordial 
hatred,  according  to  that  testimony  in  Ezek.  xvi.  63:  "  That  thou 
mayest  remember,  and  be  confounded,  and  never  open  ^  thy 
mouth  any  more  because  of  thy  shame,  when  I  am  pacifiea 
toward  thee  for  all  that  tiiou  hast  done,  saitlf  the  LORD  ;  "  and 
Ezek.  xxxvi.  31 :  "  Then  shall  ye  remember  your  own  evil  ways, 
and  your  doings  that  were  not  ^ood,  and  shall  loathe  yourselves  in 
your  own  sight/*  This  utter  abhorrence  of  self  the  Lord  alone 
can  explain.  See  I  This  loathing  is  ''  for  your  iniquities  and 
for  your  abominations."  I  do  hate  evil  wherever  it  appears  in 
opposition  to  my  God  and  to  His  own  good  work  of  grace  in 
my  heart.  I  have  an  etfil  heart  of  unbelief,  and  I  hate  it.  Lord, 
it  ofttimes  carries  me  far  away  from  the  enjoyment  of  Thy 
sweet  company  and  from  the  experience  of  Thy  love. 

'*  Lord,  take  my  heart  and  let  it  be 
For  ever  closed  to  all  but  Thee/* 

I  hate  evil  thoughts,  and  yet  they  haunt  me  day  and  night. 
My  frequent  cry  to  the  God  of  all  my  mercies  is — 

**  With  thonghts  of  Christ  and  things  Diyine 
Fill  up  this  foolish  heart  of  mine/* 

The  Psalmist  said,  ''I  hate  vain  thoughts"  (Psa.  cxiz.  113), 
while  Jeremiah  blessedly  indicates  that  these  vain  thoughts  are 
only  lodgers  (Jer.  iv.  14).  Troublesome  lodgers  they  are^  but 
when  oor  school  days  are  over,  and  our  spiritual  education  is 
finiabed,  there  will  be  a  perfect  and  everkuang  riddance  of  tiie 
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whole.  '*  Hate  evil."  I  do  hate  the  devil,  the  evil  one,  because 
of  his  hatred  to  God^s  Christ,  his  terrible  temptations,  his 
villainous  insinuations,  his  accursed  injections,  and  his  designs 
which  are  all  derogatory  to  the  character  of  the  Christ  of  God ; 
His  delight  is  to  cast  lying  reflections  upon  God's  well  beloved 
Son.  I  hate  his  hellish  injections  with  which  he  worries  me  and 
which  he  fathers  upon  me.  He  is  ever  ready  to  apply  the  torch 
of  infidelity  to  my  already  doubting  mind,  and  set  mo  ofi  dead 
against  the  Book  of  God,  the  Christ  of  God,  the  work  of  God, 
and  the  people  of  God.  I  hate  him  because  he  would  lead  me 
to  deny  my  God  and  Saviour  altogether. 

We  hate  this  present  evil  world  and  long  for  deliverance  out 
of  it. 

"  We*re  not  of  the  world,  that  fadeth  away  ; 
We're  not  of  the  night,  but  children  of  day  : 
The  chains  that  once  bound  us.  by  Jesus  are  riv^n, 
We're  strangers  on  earth,  and  our  home  is  in  heayen." 

Yet  we  long  to  tarry  here,  and  would  defer  the  day  of  our 
departure  for  EmraanueVs  glory  land.  Why  t  Because  nature 
cannot  rise  above  itself.  It  will  cling  to  objects  near  and  dear. 
With  all  the  harshnegs  aYid  severity  which  many  attach  to  my 
spirit,  I  thank  God  that  that  brand  of  reprobation,  ^'tmihout 
natural  affection  "  (Rom.  i.  31),  does  not  belong  to  me.  I  cling  to 
the  dear  ones,  wife,  children,  espec^'ally  the  ailine  ones  and  the 
absent  one.  Yet  my  chastened  spirit  would  ever  bow  in  grateful 
submission  to  a  loving  Father's  will,  and  sing, — 

"  Father,  whate*er  of  earthly  bliss 
Thy  8oyer^:n  will  denies, 
Accepted  at  Thy  throne  of  grace, 
Let  this  petition  rise : 

Giye  me  a  calm,  a  thankful  heart. 

From  every  murmur  free ; 
The  blessings  of  Thy  grace  impart. 

And  let  me  live  to  Thee. 

Let  the  sweet  hope  that  Thou  art  mine, 

My  life  and  death  attend  ; 
Thy  presence  through  my  journey  shine, 

And  crown  my  journey's  end." 

Ah  I  I  can  tell  you,  the  experience  breathed  through  the 
whole  of  that  precious  hymn  is  worth  livine,  suffering,  and 
sorrowing  for.  It  enables  poor,  persecuted  pilgrims  to  bear  up 
under  all  the  evils  of  their  journey  home. 

I  hate  evil  in  principle  and  in  persons,  thoudi  it  is  my 
sorrowful  experience  ofttunes  to  feel  and  sa^  with  rau),  *'  The 
evO  which  I  would  not,  that  1  do  "  (Rom.  vii.  19).  Can  I  love 
a  Socinian  or  Unitarian  who  sneers  at  the  Gt>dhead  of  my 
adorable  Lord  and  Saviour  t  Never.  Can  I  love  the  Pope, 
who  arrogates  to  himself  every  attribute  of  Deity,  and  burleaauee 
every  truth  of  God*s  glorious  Gospel  ?  Tou  know  I  coula  as 
soon  love  Satan  himself.  Can  I  love  the  fleshly  free- wilier,  whose 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


**  LOVERS  OF  JEHOVAH."  231 

creed  displajs  a  disoordaut  Deity,  a  dishonoured  Father,  a 
disappointed  Christ,  a  defeated  Holy  Ghost,  and  a  defective 
salvation?  Not  I.  I  must  fall  back  upon  the  God-inspired 
declaration  of  the  Psalmist :  '*  I  have  hated  them  that  regard 
Iving  vanities  "  (Psalm  xxxi.  6).  Yet,  blessed  be  His  holy  name 
K^r  the  revelation  of  His  matchless  grace  to  one  so  unworthy, 
I  can  say,  "  I  love  the  LORD,  because  He  hath  heard  my  voice 
and  my  supplications''  (Psalm  cxvi.  1).  The  covenant  com- 
mand of  a  covenant  Goa  to  a  covenant  people,  which  must  be 
obeyed,  is,  "Lovers  of  JEHOVAH,  hate  evil." 

"  He  preserveth  the  souls  of  His  saints;"  or,  **Hei$  keeping 
the  BouU  of  iRs  gr(mou$  ones**  The  latter  rendering  is  more 
comprehensive.  God's  saints  are  His  ^acious  ones.  Graced  in 
the  Beloved,  and  blessed  with  all  spiritual  blessings  needful  for 
time  and  for  eternitv.  Thus  blessed  and  favoured,  they  "  are 
kept  by  the  power  of  God  through  faith  unto  salvation  ready 
to  DC  revealed  in  the  last  time  "  (1  Peter  i.  5).  Through  all  the 
dangers,  difficulties  and  doubts  of  the  desert  wanderings  He 
defends  them.  In  all  their  temptations,  tribulations,  and  tumults 
He  keeps  their  souls  in  safety  near  to  Himself.  In  all  their 
sufferings  and  sorrows  He  holds  them  in  His  hands,  saves  them 
by  His  power,  and  confers  upon  them  every  needful  new  cove- 
nant blessing.  Are  they  loved  with  an  everlasting  love? 
Eternal  wrath  can  never  overtake  them.  Are  they  ordained  to 
eternal  lifet  Eternal  death  can  never  touch  them.  Are  they 
redeemed  with  precious  blood  ?  The  flames  of  hell  can  never 
consume  them.  Are  they  the  children  of  the  resurrection? 
Over  them  the  second  death  can  have  no  power.  Are  they 
the  children  of  God  t  Thev  never  can  be  the  children  of  the 
devil.  Do  spiritual  enemies  hover  over  them  t  Their  own  God 
will  teach  them  to  say,  *'  0  GOD,  the  Lord,  the  Strength  of  my 
salvation.  Thou  hast  covered  my  head  in  the  day  of  battie " 
(Psalm  cxl.  7).  Do  they  faint  in  the  day  of  adversity,  because 
their  own  stren^h  is  small  t  "  Underneath  are  the  everlasting 
arms"  (Deut.  xxxiii.  27).  Do  dangers  lurk  on  every  hand? 
^^  He  is  a  wall  of  fire  round  about "  His  Zion,  "  and  the  glory  in 
the  midst  of  her  "  (Zech.  ii.  5).  As  the  true  Israel  of  God,  we 
can  safely  sing : — 

**  He  gnii<^^  onr  feet,  He  guards  our  way  ; 
WiH  morning  smiles  bless  all  the  day  ; 
He  spreads  the  evening  veil,  and  keeps 
The  silent  hour,  while  Israel  sleeps.'* 

**  He  delivered  them  out  of  the  hand  of  the  wicked ;  '*  or 
"  From  the  hand  of  wicked  men  He  mil  set  them  free  J'*  The  wicked 
would  seduce  and  destroy  the  righteous  if  he  could ;  but  he 
cannot.  The  saints  are  surrounded,  guarded,  and  defended  by 
Omnipotence.  In  the  New  Testament  JEHOVAH'S  delivering 
grace  and  power  are  set  forth  in  praver,  experience,  and  fact, 
the  word  deliver  always  referring  to  the  removal  of  the  saints 
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from  an  unenviable  spot  to  one  of  safety  and  repose.  See  I 
"  DeKver  ns  from  evil "  (Matt.  vi.  13).  This  is  a  Divmely  taught 
prayer  for  freedom  from  the  power  of  Satan,  sin,  and  self. 
Turn  to  Romans  xv.  30, 31 :  "  Strive  together  with  me  in  prayers 
to  God  for  me ;  that  I  may  be  delivered  from  them  that  do  not 
believe  in  Judea."  This  is  a  Spirit-wrouffht  desire  for  separa- 
tion from  imbelieving  professors.  Come  with  me  to  2  Cor.  1. 10 : 
**  Who  delivered  us  from  so  great  a  death  and  doth  deUver :  in 
whom  we  trust  that  He  will  yet  deUver  us."  You  see  ihat  God's 
deUverancesare  so  many  pledges  of  future  and  full  deliverances. 
Ttim  to  2  Tim.  iv.  16 — 18  :  "  At  my  first  answer  no  man  stood 
with  me,  but  all  forsook  me :  notwithstanding,  the  Lord  stood 
with  me,  and  stren^hened  me :  that  by  me  the  preaching  might 
be  fully  known,  ana  that  all  the  Gentiles  might  near ;  and  T  was 
delivered  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  lion ;  and  the  Lord  shall  deUver 
me  from  every  evil  work;  and  will  preserve  me  unto  His  heavenly 
kingdom ;  to  whom  be  glory  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen." 
May  He-  add  His  blessing.    Amen. 


Hymn   Sung   After   the    Sermon. 

ISov'rbign  grace  o'er  irin  abounding, 
Ransom'd  souls  the  tidings  swell ; 

'Tis  a  deep  that  knows  no  sounding, 
Who  its  breadth  or  length  can  tell  ? 

On  its  glories 
Let  my  soul  for  eyer  dwell. 

What  from  Christ  that  soul  shall  serer 
Bound  by  everlasting  bands  f 

Once  in  Hun,  in  Him  for  ever ; 
Thus  th'  eternal  covenant  stands  ; 

None  shall  pluck  thee 
From  the  Strength  of  Israel's  hands. 

Heirs  of  God,  joint  heirs  with  Jesus, 
Long  ere  time  its  race  begun  ; 

To  His  name  eternal  praises, 
O  what  wonders  love  hath  done  ! 

One  with  Jesus, 
By  eternal  union  ONE. 

On  such  love,  my  soul  still  ponder. 
Love  so  great,  so  rich,  so  free ; 

Say,  whilst  lost  in  holy  wonder, 
Why,  O  Lord,  such  love  to  me  7 

Hallelujah, 
Grace  shall  reign  eternally. 


John  Kent. 
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FaEACHED  IK  QbOVE  CUAPKL,  CAUBBBWBLI.,  on    SUNOIT   MOBNINO, 
Apbil  18th,  1879,  BT 

THOMAS    BRADBURY.     ' 


"  The  words  of  the  wise  are  as  goads,  and  as  nails  fastened  by  the  Masters  of 
asbcmbiies,  which  are  given  from  one  Shepherd." — Bccles.  xii.  11. 

IT  is  a  covenant  mercy,  and  a  distinguishing  favour  from  the 
God  of  all  grace  to  be  led  by  the  blessed  Spirit  into  the 
treasures  of  spiritual  and  heavenly  instruction,  which  are  to  be 
found  in  the  deep  couching  beneath  the  letter  of  God's  written 
Word.  To  some  this  gracious  urivilege  is  granted,  from  others 
it  is  withheld.  To  the  wise  ana  prudent  of  this  world  blindness 
and  hardness  of  heart  is  given,  while  to  the  babes,  weaklings, 
and  little  ones  in  God's  family,  those  who  feelingly  and  experi- 
mentally have  no  wisdom,  and  who  can  cry  from  the  depths  of 
their  sorrows  sincerely  unto  Him,  "  Lord,  we  are  fools,'  He  is 
graciously  pleased  to  reveal  Himself  as  their  Wisdom  and  their 
All.  Apart  from  Him  they  are  destitute  of  wisdom,  under- 
standing, and  knowledge;  but  in  Christ  Jesus  they  have 
Wisdom,  Righteousness,  Sanctification,  Redemption,  and  Glory. 
Into  the  hands  of  His  tried  and  tempted,  scattered  and  peeled  ones, 
He  puts  His  blessed  Book  and  engrafts  its  gracious  and  glorious 
contents  in  their  hearts.  In  the  written  Word  His  mind  is 
declared,  in  the  engrafted  Word  His  life  is  deposited.  Yes,  He 
deposits  His  will  in  a  God-given,  Spirit-enlightened,  and 
graciously  opened  understanding,  and  we  are  led  to  see  and 
speak  of  the  glory  of  God's  grace,  which  is,  hidden  from  the 
worldling  and  mere  professor,  m  a  manner  which  causes  them  to 
look  on  and  wonder  whether  we  have  the  same  Bible  as  they 
possess.  The  genuineness  of  mv  Bible  has  been  called  into 
question  many  times,  but  it  has  been  my  mercy  to  know  that 
the  Bible  1  possess  is  the  old  one  written  by  ho^y  men  who  wrote 
as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost.     It  contains  a  Fathers 
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gracious  message  of  love  and  salvation  to  His  elect  children,  the 
heirs  of  grace,  the  heirs  of  a  kingdom  which  can  never  be 
moved,  the  heirs  of  God.  Upon  its  title  page  may  well  be 
written  without  doing  violence  to  its  contents, 

"FOR    GOD'S    ELECT." 

It  may  be  asked.  Why  then  distribute  it  indiscriminately 
throughout  the  world  t  I  answer.  Because  it  is  not  ours  to 
judge  who  are  God's  elect  and  who  are  not.  We  can  only  lieht 
upon  certain  here  and  there  in  whom  the  truth  of  God  has 
graciously  wrought  and  brought  to  a  saving  knowledge  of 
Himself,  to  whom  He  has  shown  tokens  for  good,  and  from 
whom  He  has  drawn  gracious  evidences  of  their  election  and 
redemption.  Therefore  we  circulate  the  Scriptures  and  preach 
the  Word  at  every  opportunity,  knowing  that  it  pleases  Him 
through  the  foolishness  of  preaching  to  save  them  that  believe. 

Let  us  notice  the  design  of  the  Holy  Ghost  in  this  book  of 
Ecclesiastes.  What  is  it?  It  is  to  set  forth  the  utter  ruin,  total 
depravity,  and  universal  comiption  of  fallen  humanity,  and  that 
everything  apart  from  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  can  yield  nothing 
but  vanity  and  vexation  of  spirit.  In  the  contemplation  of  a 
niin  so  vast  we  may  well  sing, — 

"  Change  and  decaj  in  all  around  I  see : 
0  Thou  who  changest  not  abide  with  me." 

A  characteristic  phrase  of  the  book  is, ''  under  the  sun.'"  If  we  lose 
sight  of  the  truth  which  the  Spirit  conveys  in  these  three  words, 
we  must  fail  to  apprehend  His  mind  throughout  the  whole  Book. 
In  it  He  is  pleased  to  reveal  the  folly,  madness,  and  vanity  of 
man,  and  show  unto  His  own  that  nought  but  the  fulness  of 
Christ's  grace  and  glory  will  truly  satisfy  their  waiting  hearts. 
**  Under  the  sun.'^  What  sun  see  we  here  but  that  set  forth  in 
Mai.  iv.  2  ? — "  But  unto  you  that  fear  My  name  shall  the  Sun  of 
Righteousness  arise  with  healing  in  His  wings."  In  a  spiritual 
and  heavenly  manner  the  saints  are  in  this  Sun,  the  beams  of 
which  dart  light,  health,  comfort,  and  consolation  to  them  while 
they  remain  here  below.  In  Him  we  have  life  eternal,  love 
unchangeable,  light  unsullied,  and  liberty  inalienable.  In  Christ 
Jesus  we  have  blessings  which  can  never  be  forfeited,  and 
bounties  which  can  never  fade,  while  out  of  Him  is  nothing  but 
**  vanity  and  vexation  of  spirit."  Mark  you ;  if  there  is  a  man 
in  all  (rod's  creation  who  has  greater  cause  than  another  to  live 
a  life  of  unceasing  gratitude  and  thankfulness,  I  am  the  man. 
There  is  not  one  in  tnis  congregation  can  see  greater  cause  for 
constant  praise  than  I ;  yet,  where  am  I  ?  In  my  feelings  oft- 
times  ^^  under  the  sun,^'  mourning  and  murmuring,  with  no  sweet 
enjoyment  of  the  presence  and  preciousness  of  Him  who  is  my 
All  in  all.  . , tized  by GoogL^ 
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Now  look  at  the  couclusion  of  this  inspired  argument  which 
you  find  in  the  thirteenth  verse  of  the  last  chapter,  "Let  us  hear 
the  conclusion  of  the  whole  matter :  Fear  God,  and  keep  His 
commandments;  forthisisthe  whole  rf?^y  of  man."  Dutyl  Do 
I  love  itt  Yes,  in  its  proper  place.  Can  I  do  it  ?  If  I  were  to 
say  I  could,  I  should  be  a  Pharisee.  My  desire  is  to  act  in 
perfect  accordance  with  the  mind  and  will  of  God  as  revealed  in 
His  blessed  Word ;  but  imperfections  and  failures  are  mine. 
Look  at  this  command :  '^  Fear  God,  and  keep  His  command- 
ments." To  whom  is  this  addressed.  To  all  mankind  ?  No  ; 
for  the  mind  of  the  reprobate  is  void  of  judgment  in  Divine 
things,  the  understanding  is  darkened,  the  will  perverse,  and 
the  whole  nature  enmity  against  God.  To  give  such  a 
commandment  to  these  would  be  utter  folly  and  contrary  to  the 
wisdom  and  omniscience  of  JEHOVAH.  In  our  day  there  are 
thousands  with  an  open  Bible  before  them,  but  the  spiritual 
meaning  is  hidden  from  their  view.  With  all  the  ramifications 
and  efforts  of  missionary  societies  there  are  yet  millions  who 
have  never  heard  the  glorious  sound  of  the  Gospel,  nor  even  a 
missionarv^s  voice.  This  is  proof  sufiicient  that  the  command  is 
not  for  all  mankind.  It  is  for  all  those  to  whom  God  will  speak 
His  glorious  command  set  forth  b^  the  pen  of  Solomon,  "  My 
son,  give  me  thy  heart "  (Prov.  xxih.  26).  This  is  a  portion  of 
God's  Word  from  which  wondrous  capital  has  been  made  in 
Arminian  communities  and  free-will  fraternities.  Perverters  of 
God's  truth  address  indiscriminately  whole  congregations  and 
call  upon  them  to  give  God  their  hearts.  These  see  not  that 
the  command  flows  from  covenant  relationship.  Look  at  the 
address,  "  My  son."  Now  notice  the  demand :  **  give  me  thy 
heart."  The  question  with  me  is,  Have  I  such  a  heart  as  God 
can  accept!  We  read,  "  They  that  are  of  a  fro  ward  heart  are 
abomination  to  the  Lord  "  (Prov.  xi.  20)  ;  a^in,  "  He  that  hath 
a  froward  heart  findeth  no  good  "  (Prov.  xvh.  20).  Here  we  see 
that  a  man  who  possesses  only  a  froward  heart  cannot  be  he  to 
whom  this  command  is  addressed,  and  that  indiscriminate  com- 
mands, invitations,  exhortations,  or  entreaties  by  a  minister  to 
a  congpres^tion  are  contrary  to  the  mind  and  will  of  God.  The 
command  of  God  issuing  from  the  pen  of  Solomon  simply  means, 
"  My  son,  give  me  thine  undivided  attention  while  I  reveal  to 
thee  the  mysteries  of  My  love,  and  the  riches  of  My  grace." 
When  the  Father  speaks  to  us  bjr  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
after  that  fashion,  don't  you  think  our  eara  and  hearts  are  all 
attention?  Ay,  indeed  they  are.  Compliance  with,  and 
obedience  to,  the  commands  of  JEHOVAH  can  only  be  found 
in  the  person  and  work  of  the  God-Man,  the  Surety  of  the 
covenant,  and  the  Saviour  of  His  people.  "Fear  God." 
According  to  the  mind  of  the  Father,  none  ever  did  this  fully 
and  perfectly  but  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Turn  with  me  to  Heb.  v. 
7 :  '*  Who  in  the  days  of  His  flesh,  when  He  hacl  offered  up 
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prayers  and  supplications  with  strong  cryings  and  tears  unto 
dim  that  was  able  to  save  Him  from  death,  and  was  heard  in 
that  He  feared.'*  Christ,  as  the  Covenantee  and  Representative 
of  His  people,  feared  God  without  intermission  from  first  to  last. 
"  And  keep  His  commandments."  Who  has  ever  done  this  1 
Can  you  nnd  one  mortal  in  all  God's  creation,  who,  invariably, 
in  thought,  purpose,  imagination,  desire,  look,  word,  and  act, 
keeps  God's  commandments  1  You  cannot ;  but  God  has  found 
one  perfect  Man  in  the  person  of  His  own  dear  Son  who  kept 
all  His  commandments  for  all  the  members  of  His  mystical 
body.  ^*  This  is  the  whole  of  man."  The  word  diUi/  you  will  see 
is  in  italics.  Satan  knew  what  he  was  doing  when  he  made 
that  interpolation  through  our  translators.  Fearing  God  and 
keeping  His  commandments,  thus  working  out  a  glorious 
righteousness,  is  the  whole  mind  and  desire  of  the  God-Man  for 
elect  men  in  Him.  Let  us  look  at  that  word  diUj/  for  a  moment 
or  two.  It  is  an  elegant  word  in  some  places,  but  a  verv  ugly 
one  here.  It  is  a  word  utterly  at  variance  with  that  glorious 
liberty  of  the  Gospel  with  which  Chiist  makes  His  people  free. 
Our  Gospel  of  free  and  sovereign  giace  knows  notning  of  the 
creature's  duty.  Some  of  you  may  be  ready  to  say,  "You 
renounce  the  word  duty  in  connection  with  the  Gospel  and  yet 
you  find  it  in  your  318th  hymn."  Yes,  and  I  thanlc  God  that 
we  have  it  in  that  precious  hymn  by  Dr.  Watts, — 

"  My  dear  Redeemer  and  my  Lord, 
I  read  my  duty  in  Thy  Word." 

That  justly  condemns  me  ;  but  this  graciously  justifies  me, — 

**  But  in  Thy  life  the  law  appears, 
Drawn  out  in  living  characters." 

Tell  me  it  is  my  duty  to  pray,  repent,  and  believe  t  I  reply,  1 
can  neither  pray,  repent,  nor  believe  on  that  ground.  Turn  to 
Luke  xvii.  10 :  **  So  hkewise  ye,  when  ye  shall  have  done 
all  those  things  which  are  commanded  you,  say.  We  are  unpro- 
fitable servants:  we  have  done  that  which  was  our  duty  to  do." 
Mark  the  order.     Duty,  unprofitableness,  death,  damnation. 

It  is  ours  now  for  a  little  while,  in  humble  dependence  upon 
the  guidance  and  grace  of  God  the  ever-blessed  Spirit,  to  seek 
His  mind  in  the  precious  portion  I  have  read  by  way  of  text. 

I.— The  wise— Who  are  they  t 

II. — Their  words — What  are  they  ?    Goads  and  nails. 

III.— The  workers— Who  are  they?  "The  Masters  of 
assembUes." 

IV.— The  Communicator— Who  is  He?  "The  One  Shep- 
herd.'' 

I. — The  wise — Who  are  they  ?  In  Job  xxviii.  12,  the  ques- 
tion is  asked,  "  But  where  shall  wisdom  be  found  ?  and  where  is 
the  place  of  understanding?  "  Again,  ver.  20  :  "  Whence  then 
cometb  wisdom?  and  where  is  the  place  of  understanding?" 
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Search  through  the  sacred  Scriptures  and  you  will  see  that  from 
Adam's  fall  to  the  end  of  time,  spiritual,  heavenly  wisdom  can- 
not be  found  in  man  naturally.  Solomon  tells  us  very  plainly, 
"  Foolishness  is  bound  up  in  the  heart  of  a  child  "  (Prov.  xxii. 
15).  He  means  every  child  springing  by  natural  descent  from 
the  loins  of  Adam,  and  nothing  is  wanting  but  time  and 
opportunity  for  the  display  of  that  foolishness.  Look  at  that 
terrible  description  of  the  whole  human  family  given  in  the  latter 
part  of  Romans  i. :  "  For  the  invisible  things  of  Him  from 
the  creation  of  the  world  are  clearly  seen,  being  underatood  by 
the  thinffs  that  are  made,  even  His  eternal  power  and  Godhead; 
HO  that  they  are  without  excuse  ;  because  tnat,  when  they  knew 
God,  they  glorified  him  not  as  God,  neither  were  thankful ;  but 
became  vain  in  their  imaginations,  and  their  foolish  heart  was 
darkened.  Professing  themselves  to  be  wise,  they  became 
fools.''  This  is  a  very  humbling  truth — the  greater  the  wisdom 
a  man  possesses  being  destitute  of  the  wisdom  which  is  from 
above,  tne  greater  fool  he  is  in  Divine  things.  See  how  Paul 
states  man's  ignorance  in  Ephi  iv.  18 :  **  Having  the  underatand- 
ing  darkened,  being  alienated  from  the  life  of  God  through  the 
ignorance  thatis  in  them,  because  of  the  blindness  of  their  hearts." 
See  how  he  describes  himself  as  he  stood  in  nature's  folly:  "For 
we  ourselves  also  were  sometimes  foolish,  disobedient,  deceived, 
serving  divers  lusts  and  pleasures,  living  in  malice  and  envy, 
hateful,  and  hating  one  another  "  (Titus  iii.  3).  Where,  then,  is 
wisdom  to  be  found  t  or,  where  are  the  wise  to  be  found  ?  Not 
among  the  sons  and  daughters  of  Adam  according  to  natural 
descent.  The  wise,  who  are  they  ?  We  will  commence  with 
the  fountain,  and  hope  we  shall  not  end  with  the  streams.  We 
love  to  begin  with  God  and  end  with  Him,  the  Fountain, 
Source,  and  Sum  of  all  spiritual  wisdom.  Of  the  Father 
it  is  said,  "  Blessed  be  the  name  of  God  for  ever :  for  wisdom 
and  might  are  His:  He  giveth  wisdom  unto  the  wise,  and 
knowledge  to  them  that  know  understanding"  (Dan.  ii.  20,  21). 
The  Son  18  styled,  "  The  Wisdom  of  God  "  (1  Cor.  i.  24).  Notice 
how  the  passage  reads:  **  Where  is  the  wise?  where  is  the 
scribe  T  where  is  the  disputer  of  this  world  ?  Hath  not  God 
made  foolish  the  wisdom  of  this  world  ?  For  after  that  in  the 
wisdom  of  God  the  world  by  wisdom  knew  not  God,  it  pleased 
God  by  the  foolishness  of  preaching  to  save  them  that  believe. 
For  the  Jews  require  a  sign,  and  the  Greeks  seek  after  wisdom : 
but  we  preach  Christ  crucified,  unto  the  Jews  a  stumbling- 
block,  and  unto  the  Greeks  foolishness ;  but  unto  them  whicn 
are  called,  both  Jews  and  Greeks,  Christ  the  power  of  God,  and 
the  Wisdom  of  God."  But  not  only  is  the  Father  the  Fountain 
of  wisdom,  and  Christ  the  Wisdom  of  God,  but  the  Holy  Ghost 
is  equally  so  with  them.  See  Eph.  i.  17 :  •*  That  the  God  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Father  ot  glory,  may  give  unto  vou  the 
Spirit  of  wisdom  and  revelation  in  the  knowledge  of  Him." 
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Thus  we  see  all  wisdom  treasured  up  in  the  great  Three-in-One, 
Father,  Sou,  and  Holv  Ghost.  This  is  fully  set  forth  in  Col.  ii. 
2,  3 :  "  That  their  hearts  might  be  comforted,  being  knit 
together  in  love,  and  unto  all  riches  of  the  full  assurance 
of  understanding,  to  the  acknowledgment  of  the  mystery 
of  God,  and  of  the  Father,  and  of  Christ  In  whom  " — that  is, 
in  the  Divine  Three-in-Onc — **  are  hid  all  the  treasures  of  wisdom 
and  kno.wledge." 

It  is  our  mercy  to  know  that  all  the  election  of  gi-ace, 
in  God's  appointed  time,  the  set  time  of  favour,  shall  be  made 
wise  unto  salvation  through  the  operation  and  grace  of  God  the 
eternal  Spirit.  In  the  riches  ot  His  grace  the  Father  hath 
abounded  toward  His  elect  in  all  wisdom  and  prudence  (Eph.  i. 
8),  and  by  the  Spirit  they  are  filled  with  the  knowledge  ot  His 
will  in  all  wisdom  and  spiritual  undei-standing  (Col.  i.  9).  Here 
we  see  the  communication  of  that  which  the  apostle  calls  "  The 
manifold  wisdom  of  Goil "  (Eph.  iii.  10).  It  is  God's  wisdom 
revealed  in  the  choice  of  His  people  in  Christ  Jesus,  the  means 
He  has  in  His  own  hands  for  bringing  His  people  to  Himself, 
their  redemption  by  the  precious  blood  of  Chnst,  their  being 
cleansed  from  all  sin  in  the  fountani  opened  for  Israel's  unclean- 
ness,  their  justification  in  the  spotless  obedience  of  the  God-Man, 
their  sustenance  by  the  spiritual  provisions  of  His  house,  and 
their  safe  conduct  to  the  inheritance  which  is  incorruptible  and 
undefiled,  and  reserved  in  heaven  for  them.  This  wisdom  He 
displays  and  reveals  in  a  sovereign  manner,  according  to  that 
marvellous  statement  in  Luke  x.  21,  22  :  "In  that  hour  Jesus 
rejoiced  in  spirit,  and  said,  I  thank  Thee,  0  Father,  Lord  of 
heaven  and  earth,  that  Thou  hast  hid  these  things  from  the  wise 
and  prudent,  and  hast  revealed  them  unto  babes:  even  so. 
Father ;  for  so  it  seemed  good  in  Thy  sight.  All  things  are 
delivered  to  Me  of  My  Father :  and  no  man  knoweth  wno  the 
Son  is,  but  the  Father ;  and  who  the  Father  is,  but  the  Sou, 
and  he  to  whom  the  Son  will  reveal  Him."    Christ,  by  the 

Eower  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  is  the  Revealer  of  all  spiritual  and 
eavenly  wisdom ;  and  all  those  to  whom  this  wisdom  is  revealed 
and  communicated  are  wise  in  the  wisdom  of  the  Father,  wise 
in  the  person  of  a  precious  Christ,  and  wise  by  the  grace  and  in- 
dwelling of  the  Spirit  of  wisdom  and  revelation.  We  are  now 
brought  to  notice — 

II.— Their  WORDS— What  are  they?  They  are  described  as 
goads  and  nails.  The  words  of  the  wise,  revealed  in  the  glori- 
ous Gospel  of  the  blessed  God,  were  given  by  the  Father  to  the 
Son  before  the  worlds  were  framed,  for  the  communication  of 
His  mind  to  His  people.  Turn  with  me  to  John  xvii.  8,  where 
the  words  of  the  Surety  of  the  covenant,  and  the  Father's 
righteous  Servant  are  recorded  :  "  For  I  have  given  unto  them 
the  words  which  Thou,  gavest  Me,  and  they  have  received  them, 
and  have  known  surely  that  I  came  out  from  Thee,  and  they 
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have  believed  thai  Thou  didst  send  Me."  This  reveals  a  God- 
sent  Christ  communicating  heavenly  wisdom  and  life-giving 
words  to  His  elect  disciples  by  His  Spirit's  power.  Thus  we  see 
that  the  words  which  convey  the  mind  of  JEHOVAH  the 
Father  to  our  hearts,  were  given  by  Him  to  the  Son  for  that 

Eurpose  before  the  worlds  were  framed.  These  words  of 
eavenly  wisdom  prove  to  be  words  of  Divine  power  in  the 
experience  of  every  elect  son  and  daughter  of  the  Lord 
Almighty.  You  see  this  in  the  precious  statement  of  Psalm  ex. 
2,  3:  *<The  LORD  shall  send  the  rod  of  Thy  strength  out 
of  Zion  :  rule  Thou  in  the  midst  of  Thine  enemies.  Thy  people 
shall  be  willing  in  the  day  of  Thy  power."  This  is  the  Gospel  of 
God  which  is  His  power  unto  salvation  to  every  one  that  believeth 
(Rom.  i.  16).  If  you  will  search  thrpugh  the  Scriptures  of  truth, 
you  are  sure  to  see  that  every  God-sent  messenger  delivered  his 
commission  in  Divinely-appointed  words,  and  not  in  his  own. 
This  appears  in  the  declaration  of  Micaiah  to  the  messenger  of 
the  king :  "  And  Micaiah  said,  As  the  LORD  liveth,  what  the 
LORD  saith  unto  me,  that  will  I  speak."  Look  at  God's 
commission  to  Jeremiah :  *^  He  that  nath  My  word,  let  him 
speak  it  faithfully"  (chap,  xxiii.  28).  Have  you  not  noticed 
JEHOVAH'S  charge  to  Ezekiel  ?— "  And  thou  shalt  speak  Mv 
words  unto  them,  whether  they  will  hear,  or  whether  tney  will 
forbear"  (chap.  ii.  7).  In  strict  accordance  with  this,  Paul 
addressed  the  Ephesian  elders  at  Miletus :  "  Wherefore  I  take 
you  to  record  this  day,  that  I  am  pure  from  the  blood  of  all  men. 
For  I  have  not  shunned  to  declare  unto  you  all  the  counsel  of 
God  "  (Acts  XX.  20,  27).  These  last  wordjs  are  generally  altered 
and  perverted  into  "  the  whole  counsel  of  God.**  Mark  you,  the 
apostle  never  aspired  to  such  heights  as  to  be  able  to  declare 
the  whole  of  God's  counsel.  Divinely-communicated  wisdom 
laid  him  low  at  the  feet  of  sovereign  mercy  and  caused  him  to 
confess,  "For  we  know  in  part,  and  we  prophesy  in  part" 
(1  C!or.  xiii.  9 — 12).  I  do  not  know  the  whole  counsel  of  God ; 
but  all  the  counsel  that  He  is  pleased  to  reveal  to  me,  it  is  my 
privilege  to  deliver  in  your  ears.  Happy  minister  of  God  is  he 
who  can  face  his  people  before  the  great  Heart-searcher  and 
say,  "  1  have  kept  oack  nothing  that  was  profitable  unto  you  " 
(Acts  XX.  20). 

"The  words  of  the  wise"  are  JEHOVAH'S  own  words. 
They  form  His  own  glorious. Gospel.  This  Gospel  is  styled, 
**  the  Gospel  of  the  grace  of  God"  (Acts  xx.  24) ;  "the  glorious 
Gospel  of  the  blessed  God"  (1  Tim.  i.  11);  "glad  tidings" 
(Acts  xiii.  32).  Blessed  be  God,  the  Gospel  is  glad  tidings  for 
all  to  whom  He  sends  it.  Glad  tidings  to  prisoners  groaning  for 
liberty.  Glad  tidings  conveying  unsearcnable  riches  to  bank- 
rupt sinners.  Glad  tiding  proclaiming  salvation  to  those  who 
are  feelingly  lost.  Glad  tidings  revealing  the  wisdom  of  God  to 
those  who  mourn  over  their  spiritual  ignorance.    Glad  tidings 
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imparting  spiritual  life  to  favoured  sinners  dead  in  trespasses  and 
sin.  God's  Gospel  reveals  not  vague  propositions;  but  sets 
forth  unfailing  puiposes,  faithful  promises,  and  perfect  perform- 
ances. Man's  inability  and  God's  ability  is  the  theme  through- 
out. God  All  in  all ;  man  nothing.  The  Father  planned,  the 
Son  performed,  the  Spirit  perfects  my  salvation.  God  for  me, 
God  with  me,  and  Goa  in  me  is  my  salvation.  Nothing  short  of 
God  in  Christ  by  the  indwelling  of  the  Holy  Ghost  will  do  for 
me.  Christ  Jesus  my  Wisdom  1  Christ  Jesus  my  Righteous- 
ness !  Christ  Jesus  my  Sanctification !  Christ  Jesus  my 
Redemption  1  Christ  Jesus  ray  Glory !  Christ  Jesus  my  All  in 
all  I  1  need  not  to  be  told  that  I  am  put  in  possession  of  a  stock 
of  grace  by  Him,  whereby  I  may  work  my  way  to  heaven,  for 
I  am  sure  if  aught  depends  upon  me,  I  shall  work  my  way  to 
hell.  I  love  to  read  my  Father's  will  as  revealed  in  the  person 
and  work  of  Jesus.  I  love  to  trace  the  workings  of  that  will  in 
me  by  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  It  is  His  to  bring  me 
into  spots  of  felt  necessity  where  the  voice  of  the  Beloved  will 
be  sweet,  where  His  promises  will  be  precious,  where  His 
gracious  communications  will  be  comforting,  and  His  revelations 
of  Himself  will  be  prized  more  than  hid  treasure,  or  all  that  this 
world  calls  good  and  great. 

^^The  words  of  the  wise  are  as  goads.^^  "What  is  a  goad?  A 
sharp  pointed  stick  or  stave  used  for  the  purpose  of  inciting, 
urging,  and  encourap:ing  oxen  in  the  yoke  to  increased  speed  and 
labour.  Whatare  JEHOVAH'S  own  words?  Listen!  "Where 
the  word  of  a  Kins:  is,  there  is  power :  and  who  may  say  unto 
him,  What  doest  Thou"  (Eccles.  viii.  4).  The  power  of  the 
King's  words  was  known  and  felt  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  when 
the  three  thousand  "  were  pricked  in  the  heart  and  said  unto 
Peter  and  to  the  rest  of  the  apostles.  Men  and  brethren,  what 
shall  we  do  ?  "  (Acts.  ii.  37).  Here  God's  goads  were  applied  by 
His  own  power,  awaking  elect  souls  to  a  sense  of  their  sin,  guilt, 
shame,  and  due  desert,  and  causing  them  to  seek  the  Lord  and 
His  salvation  with  full  purpose  of  heart.  You  see  this  again  in 
the  case  of  Saul  of  Tarsus  when  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  Himself 
appeared  to  him  on  his  way  to  Damascus.  **  And  he  fell  to  the 
earth,  and  heard  a  voice  saying  unto  him,  Saul,  Saul,  why 
persecutest  thou  Me  ?  And  he  said.  Who  art  Thou,  Lord  ?  And 
the  Lord  said,  I  am  Jesus,  whom  Thou  persecutest :  it  is  hard 
for  thee  to  kick  against  the  pricks  "  (Actjg  ix.  4,  5).  There  are 
the  goads,  not  in  the  hands  of  any  God-sent  minister,  or  by  the 
declaration  of  any  deeply-taught  or  highly-favoured  one.  The 
piercing  of  JEHOVAH'S  goads  of  conviction  are  described  by 
Paul  in  Rom.  vii.  9 — 11 :  "  For  I  was  alive  with  the  law  once  ; 
but  when  the  commandment  came,  sin  revived,  and  I  died. 
And  the  commandment  which  was  ordained  to  life,  I  found  to 
be  unto  death.  For  sin,  taking  occasion  by  the  commandment, 
deceived  me,  and  by  it  slew  me."     Such  goading,  piercing,  and 
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killing  work  is  but  the  evidence  of  eternal  life  begun.  But  God 
has  His  goads  for  drowsy,  declining  saints.  "  Thou  art  the 
man,"  from  Nathan's  lips  was  God's  goad  to  the  heart  of  sinning, 
guilty  David  (2  Sara.  xii.  1 — 14).  "  Simon,  son  of  Jonas, 
lovest  thou  Me  I "  were  Christ's  goads  to  incite  the  love  of  weak 
and  wavering  Peter  (John  xxi.  15 — 17). 

"7%^  words  of  the  wise  are  as  nails  J**  As  the  goads  indicate 
perseverance  and  encouragement,  so  the  nails  set  forth  endurance 
and  establishment.  These  nails,  no  doubt,  refer  to  the  nails  or 
pegs  of  the  shepherds'  tents.  Against  the  storms  and  tempests 
to  which  Eastern  shepherds  are  subject  it  was  necessary  for  them 
to  secure  themselves  by  driving  firmly  in  the  ground  the  pegs 
or  nails  to  which  their  tent  cords  were  secured.  In  this  we 
have  a  hidden  meaning.  Wheh  God  will  make  the  poor  frail 
tent  or  tabernacle  of  His  child  His  dwelling-place,  He  fastens 
home  His  nails  of  Divine  truth  and  His  pegs  of  spiritual  promise. 
When  His  word  is  spoken  home  to  the  heart  of  His  child  by 
Divine  power  and  fastened  by  covenant  love,  not  all  the  storms 
of  earth,  and  sin,  and  hell  can  remove  it.  Peter  knew  some- 
thing of  this  when  he  wrote  to  the  scattered  strangers:  "Being 
born  again,  not  of  corruptible  seed,  but  of  incorruptible,  by  the 
Word  of  God,  which  liveth  and  abideth  for  ever''  (1  Pet.  i.  2;i\ 
James  grasped  the  same  truth  when  he  wrote  of  the  engrafted 
Word  which  is  able  to  save  the  soul  (James  i.  21).  It  was  the 
possession  of  this  truth  that  caused  the  apostle  Paul  to  write  at 
the  close  of  that  marvellous  piece  of  Divine  logic,  1  Cor.  xv. : 
"  Therefore,  my  beloved  brethren,  be  ye  stedfast,  unmoveable, 
always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  forasmuch  as  ye 
know  that  your  labour  is  not  vain  in  the  Lord." 

ni. — The  workers— Who  are  they?  The  Masters  of 
assemblies.  Let .  me  ask.  Did  you  ever  hear  this  sentence 
quoted  correctly  ?  I  never  did.  Scores  of  time  I  have  heard 
it  misquoted  in  prayer  meetings.  The  Master  of  assemblies  has 
been  asked  to  be  present.  Look  at  the  text  and  you  will  find 
the  word  in  the  plural.  It  is  the  Masters,  not  "  the  Master  of 
assemblies."  We  will  notice  first  the  assemblies.  What  are 
they  ?  They  are  the  assemblies  of  God's  elect,  redeemed,  and 
Hving  people;  God's  scattered  and  peeled  ones  gathered 
together  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  to  the  person, 
perfections,  and  preciousness  of  Jesus.  As  vou  see  this  people 
gathered  togetner,  according  to  that  {Scripture  which  I 
endeavoured  to  speak  to  you  from  one  Sunday  morning  a  short 
time  ago,  the  text  of  that  published  sermon  entitled,  "  Conse- 
crated Ground,"  "For  where  two  or  three  are  gathered 
together  in  My  name,"  you  are  sure  there  must  be  a  Gatherer, 
or  Gatherers.  Now,  the  Gatherers  of  the  scattered  elect  are 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost.  That  was  a  glorious  gathering 
in  the  purpose  of  the  Father,  before  all  worlds,  when  He  gave 
the  whole  body  of  His  elect  to  Jesus. 
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"  Twas  with  an  everlasting  love 

That  Qod  His  own  elect  embrac'd, 
Before  He  made  the  worlds  above, 
Or  earth  on  her  huge  columns  plac'd." 

Here  in  covenant  we  see  the  Head,  with  all  His  inembei's, 
forming  one  glorious  Man  in  the  view  of  the  Father.  In  the 
time  arranged  and  settled  in  the  eternal  counsels,  these  are 

fathered  together  in  the  assemblies  of  God's  Zion,  where 
EHOVAH  will  be  to  them  a  refuge  from  the  storm,  and  a 
shadow  from  the  heat,  and  Christ  will  be  experienced  in  them 
the  Hope  of  glory.  In  New  Testament  times  He  graciously 
appeared  in  the  midst  of  His  assemblies.  Sometimes  they 
clustered  round  His  feet  to  leani  His  will,  while  at  others  they 
gathered  round  His  table  to  feed  upon  the  provisions  of  His 
grace,  where  He  said  unto  them,  "  For  whether  is  greater,  he 
that  sitteth  at  meat,  or  He  that  serveth?  is  not  he  that  sitteth 
at  meat  ?  but  I  am  among  you  as  He  that  serveth  "  (Luke  xxii. 
27).  The  Servant  of  the  covenant  is  one  of  the  Mastei^s  of 
assemblies.  Now  notice  that  assembly  on  the  day  of  Pentecost. 
"  They  were  all  with  one  accord  in  one  place.  And  suddenly 
there  came  a  sound  from  heaven  as  of  a  rushing  mighty  wincJ, 
and  it  filled  all  the  house  where  they  were  sitting  "  (Acts  ii. 
1,  2).  The  voice  of  God  was  heard  in  the  house,  and  His 
power  was  felt  in  the  heart  through  the  testimony  of  Peter, 
which  proved  to  be  goads  from  God  to  drive  them  out  of  self 
and  enshrine  a  precious  Christ  in  their  affections.  As  He  was 
experienced  in  their  hearts,  He  showed  Himself  a  Master  in  the 
midst  of  their  assembly.  Turn  with  me  now  to  Hebrews  xii. 
22 — 24  :  **  But  ye  are  come  unto  Mount  Sion,  and  unto  the  city 
of  the  living  God,  the  heavenly  Jerusalem,  and  to  an  innumer- 
able company  of  angels,  to  the  general  assembly  and  Church  of 
the  First-bom,  which  are  written  in  heaven,  and  to  God  the 
Judge  of  all,  and  to  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect,  and  to 
Jesus  the  Mediator  of  the  new  covenant,  and  to  the  blood  of 
g)rinkling,  that  speaketh  better  things  than  that  of  Abel." 
Blessed  with  privileges  so  great  and  gracious,  the  Hebrew 
Christians  were  thus  counselled  bv  the  apostle  :  "  Not  forsaking 
the  assembling  of  ourselves  together,  as  the  manner  of  some  is; 
but  exhorting  one  another ;  and  so  much  the  more,  as  ye  see 
the  day  approaching  "  (chap.  x.  25).  Blessed  assembly  where 
Jesus  is  first,  last,  and  All  in  all.  See  what  a  glorious  descrip- 
tion we  have  of  this  in  Rev.  xiv.  1 — 5.  The  Lamb  on  Mount 
Sion,  surrounded  with  His  reserved,  redeemed  and  rejoicing 
company. 

"  Bre  long  I  hope  to  join  the  throng, 
And  bow  b^ore  the  King ; 
And  in  one  eyerlasting  song 
My  hallelujah  bring." 

Now  look  Scripturally  at  the  Masters  of  assemblies.    Come 
with  me  to  Malacni  i.  6 :  "A  son  honoureth  his  father,  and  a 
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servant  his  master:  if  then  I  bo  a  Father,  where  is  Mine 
honour?  and  if  I  be  a  Master,  where  is  My  fear?  saith  the 
LORD  of  hosts,"  There  we  see  the  Father  claiming  His 
honour ;  the  Master  of  the  household  of  faith  calling  for  His  fear. 
Now  turn  to  Matt,  xxiii.  8 — 10  :  '*  But  be  not  ye  called,  Rabbi ; 
for  one  is  your  Master,  even  Christ,  and  all  ye  are  brethren. 
Neither  be  ye  called  masters;  for  one  is  your  Master,  even 
Christ."  The  Father  and  the  Son  are  bleseedly  set  forth  as  the 
Masters,  Teachers,  and  Guides  of  an  elect  people.  See  John 
vi.  45 :  "  It  is  written  in  the  prophets,  Ana  they  shall  be  all 
taught  of  God.  Every  man  therefore  that  hath  heard,  and  hath 
learned  of  the  Father,  cometh  unto  Me."  Now  turn  to  John 
xiv.  26 :  "  But  the  Comfoi*ter,  which  is  the  Holy  Ghost,  whom 
the  Father  will  send  in  My  name,  He  shall  teach  you  all  things, 
and  bring  all  things  to  your  remembrance,  whatsoever  I  have 
said  unto  you."  But  mark  especially  John  xvi.  7 — 15  :  "  It  is 
expedient  for  you  that  I  go  away;  for  if  I  go  not  away,  the 
Comforter  will  not  come  unto  you ;  but  if  I  depart,  I  will  send 
Him  unto  you.  And  when  He  is  come,  He  vnll  reprove  "—or 
convince  by  His  piercing  words,  which  are  as  goads — "the 
world  of  sin,  and  of  righteousness,  and  of  judgment :  of  sin, 
because  they  believe  not  on  M^ :  of  righteousness,  because  I 

fo  to  My  Father,  and  ye  see  Me  no  more;  of  judgment, 
ecause  the  prince  of  this  world  is  judged.  I  have  yet 
many  things  to  say  unto  you,  but  ye.  cannot  bear  them  now. 
Howbeit  when  He,  the  Spirit  of  tnith  is  come.  He  will  guide 
you  into  all  truth;  for  He  shall  not  speak  of  Himself;  but 
whatsoever  He  shall  hear,  that  shall  He  speak ;  and  He  will 
show  you  things  to  come.  He  shall  glorify  Me  ;  for  He  shall 
receive  of  Mine,  and  shall  show  it  unto  you."  There  you  see 
the  Masters  of  assemblies.  Tell  me !  Do  you  wish  to  assemble 
as  the  children  of  the  Father  without  His  gracious  presence  ? 
Do  you  desire  to  assemble  together  in  the  name  of  Jesus  with- 
out His  blessed  person  ?  Do  you  want  to  hear  of  the  Father's 
love  and  of  the  Son's  grace  without  the  indwelling  and 
guidance  of  the  Holy  Ghost?  I  know  you  do  not.  Blessed 
with  the  inspiring  power  and  establishing  grace  of  the  Three 
Masters  of  assembhes,  we  can  sing,  "  Glory  be  to  the  Father, 
and  to  the  Son,  and  to  the  Holy  Ghost;  as  it  was  in  the 
beg^inning,  is  now,  and  ever  shall  be,  world  without  end. 
Amen."  The  words  of  the  wise  are  fastened  to  the  hearts  of 
elect  sinners  by  the  Three  Divine  Mastere.  I  may  preach  to 
the  ear,  but  I  cannot  reach  the  heart.  My  words  are  but  as 
empty  vapour  without  the  Spirit's  power.  Joseph  Irons's  hymn 
is  painfully,  yet  pleasantly,  true  : — 

"  We  have  listened  to  the  preacher, 
Truth  bj  him  has  now  been  Bho>vn  ; 
But  we  want  a  greater  Teacher 
From  the  eyerlasting  throne.  (^ r^r^r^\r> 
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Peter  knew  this  when  he  wrote  of  the  preaching  which  is 
"  with  the  Holy  Ghost  sent  down  from  heaven  **  ^1  Epistle  i.  12). 
I  cannot  tell  the  peculiar  spots  in  providence  with  the  tempta- 
tions, doubts,  fears,  and  unbelief  that  mav  possess  the  minds  of 
many  of  you  this  morning ;  but  the  Masters  know  all  about 
them  and  can  direct  right  home  and  fasten  in  a  sure  place 
words  of  consolation  and  sweet  encouragement. 

IV. — The  Communioator — Who  is  He  ?  The  One  Shepherd. 
This  takes  all  the  conceit  out  of  those  who  think  they  are  some- 
thing because  of  their  position  as  pastors,  or  shepherds.  The 
man  who  is  brought  to  see  the  trutn  revealed  in  that  precious 
chapter  I  read  to  you  just  now,  Ezek.  xxxiv.,  is  sure  to  experi- 
ence great  searchings  of  heart.  I  know  it,  and  ask  myself. 
Why  am  I  here?  For  placet  Yes,  in  your  hearts.  For 
money?  Yes,  for  that  of  His  own  giving.  For  power t  Yes, 
that  of  love  and  aflTection  for  His  own  people.  And  these  1 
have,  only  as  I  am  brought  into  spiritual  identity  with  the  One 
Shepherd  of  the  Father's  appointing.  He  knows  where  to  find 
hungry  lambs  and  sheep  to  feed,  bruised  ones  to  heal,  weary 
ones  to  refresh,  and  burdened  ones  to  bless  with  His  own  sweet 
peace.  The  One  Shepherd  is  He  of  whom  the  Father  spake, 
**  Awake,  0  sword,  against  My  Shepherd  "  (Zech.  xiii.) ;  and 
because  of  that  awaking  of  the  sword  against  Him,  the  ransomed 
sheep  can  sometimes  sing,  "  JEHOVAH  is  my  Shepherd,  I  shall 
not  want "  (Psa.  xxiii.  1).  When  I  am  sluggish,  I  shall  not 
want  or  lack  a  goad  to  quicken  me.  When  I  atn  wavering,  I  shall 
not  want  a  nail  to  fasten  me  to  Him.  He  is  the  Good  Shepherd 
in  redemption  grace  (John  x.  11);  He  is  the  Great  Shepherd 
in  resurrection-power  (Heb.  xiii.  20) ;  He  is  the  Chief  Shepherd 
in  ascension-glory  (1  Peter  v.  4).  When  all  His  ransomed  flock 
shall  meet  around  His  throne,  they  will  praise  and  adore  Him 
for  ever  and  ever  for  the  achievements  of  His  grace,  for  all 
spiritual  blessings  which  flowed  through  Him  alone,  and  for  the 
all-conquering  power  of  His  love. 

May  He  add  His  blessing  for  His  name's  sake.     Amen. 
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'*  Again,  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  unto  a  Merchantman,  ?ieeking  goodly 
pearls : 

**  Who,  when  He  had  found  one  pearl  of  great  priee,  went  and  sold  all  that  He 
had,  and  bought  it."— Matthew  xiii.  45,  46. 

THERE  are  characteristic  chapters  in  God's  most  Holjr  Word 
which  we  can  never  forget,  neither  can  we  lose  sight  of 
the  position  they  occupy  in  the  records  of  Divine  truth.  Here 
we  have  a  parabolic  chapter,  one  of  dark  simiUtudes,  obscure 
meanings,  and  of  treasures  hidden  in  the  deep  lying  beneath  the 
surface  of  Divine  inspiration.  We  have  also  that  glorious 
panorama  of  faith  in  Heb.  xi.,  which  none  of  us  who  are 
acquainted  with  God's  blessed  Word  can  ever  forget.  We  may 
experience  a  Uttle  hesitancy  sometimes  in  finding  other  portions, 
but  we  are  sure  about  that.  There  is  John  vi.,  in  which  our 
Lord  is  described  feeding  the  multitude  with  bread  and  fish 
which  multiplied  in  the  eater's  hand,  then  dispensing  to  them 
the  Bread  of  Life  only  to  be  hated  by  their  natural  mind. 
Carnal  reason  loathed  and  cast  out  such  heavenly  and  spiritual 
provision.  Who  of  us  can  forget  that  glorious  chapter,  John  x., 
where  the  Good  Shepherd  is  revealed  feeding,  leading,  guiding, 
governing,  and  glorifying  His  flock  ?  Neither  can  we  erase  from 
imr  memories  that  blessed  seventeenth  of  John,  where  the  Surety 
of  the  covenant,  the  Father's  Righteous  Servant  is  rendering  a 
faithfal  account  of  His  stewardship  to  Him  who  appointed  Hun, 
and  in  which  account  no  discrepancy,  want,  or  failure  can  be 
seen.  All  that  a  precious  Christ  undertook  on  behalf  of  His 
people  Ho  accomplished  perfectly ;  1  was  going  to  sav,  to  the 
very  letter ;  for  we  find  it  was  accomplished  to  the  very 
word,  or  words.     Listen  to  His  declaration  :  "  I  have  given  unto 
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them  the  words  which  Thou  fravest  Me  "  (verse  8) ;  and  again, 
**  I  have  given  them  Thy  word  "  (verse  14).  This  was  not  only 
in  sound  and  sign,  but  the  Word  of  life  in  the  power  and  spirit 
thereof.  And  who  among  us  can  fail  to  remember  Psa.  cvii., 
with  its  various  stanzas  describing  the  dealings  of  the  LORD 
with  His  redeemed  people,  their  gracious  deliverances  out  of 
their  distresses.  His  finding  them  just  where  they  are,  and 
bringing  them  by  gracious  lifts  and  sweet  encouragements  to 
Himself?     The  chapter  before  us  is  one  of  these  characteristic 

Eortions  of  the  sacred  Scriptures,  which  from  a  child  I  have 
nown  and  never  could  forget.  The  question  arises.  Why  did 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  speak  and  teach  in  parables  t  No  wonder 
the  question  should  interest  us  when  the  disciples  asked  Jesus 

Srivately,  "  Why  speakest  Thou  unto  them  in  parables  t " 
fotice  the  answer  Jesus  gave :  *'  Because  it  is  given  unto 
you  to  know  the  mysteries  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  but 
to  them  it  is  not  given."  Come  to  verse  34:  "All  these 
things  spake  Jesus  unto  the  multitude  in  parables;  and 
without  a  parable  spake  He  not  unto  them  :  that  it  might 
be  fulfilled  which  was  spoken  by  the  prophet,  saying,  I  will 
open  My  mouth  in  parables;  I  will  utter  things  which  have  been 
kept  secret  from  the  foundation  of  the  world."  Our  blessed 
Lord,  as  the  Great  Prophet  of  His  Church,  is  still  revealing  the 
secrets  of  His  Father's  purposes  of  grace  to  the  hearts  of  His 
people.  Yes,  by  the  OTace,  indwelling,  and  enlightening  power 
of  His  blessed  Spirit  He  declares  things  which  have  been  kept 
secret  from  the  foundation  of  the  world.  What  are  £hese  secret 
things'?  God's  elect  and  their  whereabouts.  These,  being  the 
persons  for  whom  the  blessings  of  the  everlasting  covenant  were 
designed,  must  be  sought  for,  found,  and  brought  to  Ught.  The 
Spirit  of  Christ  searches  and  finds  the  very  persons  upon  whom 
God  the  Father  fixed  His  everlasting  love,  whom  the  Son 
redeemed  with  His  most  precious  blood,  and  who  are  the  fruit 
of  His  suflFerings  and  agonies.  These  are  distinguished  from  the 
corrupt  mass  around  them  by  the  Spirit's  indwelling,  and  His  • 
gracious  witnessing  of  the  Father's  electing  love  and  the  Son's 
redeeming  gTace  to  them.  He  still  speaks  to  them  in  parables, 
that  gracious  reciprocity  and  mutual  enjoyment  may  exist 
between  JEHOVAH  and  the  members  of  His  one  family, 
according  to  that  blessed  declaration  in  1  John  i.  3 :  "  That 
which  we  have  seen  and  heard  declare  we  unto  you,  that  ye 
also  may  have  fellowship  with  us :  and  truly  our  fellowship  is 
with  the  Father,  and  with  His  Son  Jesus  Christ."  As  we  look 
through  this  chapter  we  find  many  portions  which  are  puzzles 
and  paradoxes  to  many  of  God's  children  who  see  not  the  truth 
in  His  light,  and  who  have  not  been  led  into  the  spiritual 
apprehension  of  His  mind  and  will  contained  in  them.  Ofttimes 
Satan  seduces  and  beguiles  by  his  false  glosses  and  erroneous 
expositions  of  Scripture,  thus  hiding  the  fair  beauty  of  inspired 
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truth  from  the  gaze  of  those  for  whom  it  is  designed  ;  but  who 
must  in  the  fulness  of  time,  the  set  time  of  favour,  be  brought 
into  the  experimental  possession  of  its  blessedness. 

It  is  ours  for  a  short  time  to  contemplate  the  grace  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  set  forth  in  the  parable  which  I  have  read 
for   my  text,  and  spoken   by  Ilim  for   the  instruction   of  His 
disciples,  and  for  the  building  up  and  establishing  of  His  (church 
throughout  all  time.     ''  Again,  the  kingdom  of  heaven   is  like 
unto  a  Merchantman,  seeking  goodly  pearls  :  who,  when  He  had 
found  one  pearl  of  great  price,  wont  and  sold  all  that  He  had, 
and  bought  it." 
AVe  will  notice — 
I. — The  kixgdom  of  heavf.x. 
H. — The  Merchaxtmax. 
HI.— The  search. 
IV. — Goodly  pearls  sought. 
V. — One  pearl  of  great  price  fouxd. 
VL— The  sale—"  Went  and  sold  all  that  He  had.'* 
VII.— The  purchase— "And  bought  it." 
I. — The   kingdom   of   heaven.     The   parable   commences, 
"Again,  the  kingdom  of  heaven.'*     Why  this  word  '^Apaiu^'* 
Because  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  patient  grace  will  see  to  it  that 
His  comnmnications  and  lessons  shall  be  impressed  upon  the 
minds  of  His  disciples.     He  repeats,  ay,  reiterates  the  same  truths 
to  meet  the  ignorance  and  infirmity  of  His  scholars.     We  see 
this  in  that  precious  declaration  in  Mark  x.  1 :  *^  And,  as  He  was 
wont,  He  taught  them  again."     This  mode  of  teaching  is  Divine, 
and  is  revealed  under  the  old  dispensation  of  law  and  in  the  new 
dispensation  of  grace.     See  Isa.  xxviii.  13  :  "But  the  word  of 
the  LORD  was  unto  them  precept  upon  precept,  precept  upon 
precept ;  line  upon  line,  line  upon  Ime ;  nere  a  little,  and  there 
a  little ;  that  they  might  go,  and  fall  backward,  and  be  broken, 
and  snared,  and  taken."     Here  we  see  the  effect  of  the  precept 
being  brought  home  to  the  heart  by  the  power  of  God  the  Holy 
Ghost ;  but,  as  we  stand  upon  new  covenant  ground,  we  are  not 
snared  and  broken  by  the  precept,  but  counselled  and  comforted 
by  the  promise.     Yes,  blessed  be  God,  led  from  the  uncertain 
regions  of  cold   legality,  and   standing   upon   the    sure    and 
certain  ground  of  covenant  love,  we  are  taught  and  encouraged 
by  promise  upon  promise.     It  is  not  the  precept  to  tell  me  what 
I  must  do ;  but  tne  promise  revealing  to  me  the  Father's  mind, 
the  accomplishment  of  that  mind  for  me  bv  the  Son  of  His  love, 
and  the  communication  of  it  to  my  heart  by  His  Spirit.     In  the 
mode  of  teaching  appearing  in  the  ministry  of  the  apostles  we 
see  the  very  same  thing.     Paul  discovera  it  to  us  in  Phil.  iii.  1  : 
"  To  write  the  same  things  to  you,  to  me  indeed  is  not  grievous, 
but  for  you  it  is  safe."     reter  was  one  in  spirit  and  testimony 
with  his  beloved  brother  Paul,  and  writes  thus,  "  Wherefore  I 
will  not  be  negligent  to  put  you  always  in  remembrance  o£ 
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these  things,  though  ye  know  them,  and  be  established  in  the 
present  truth.  Yea,  I  think  it  meet,  as  lon^  as  I  am  in  this 
tabernacle,  to  stir  you  up  by  putting  you  in  remembrance  " 
(2  Epis.  i.  12,  13).  Again  and  again  we  see  this  revealed  in 
the  pages  of  Divine  inspiration.  It  is  said  of  the  Master,  "  And, 
as  He  was  wont,  He  taught  them  again  "  (Mark  x.  1).  As  it  was 
with  the  Master,  so  it  will  be  with  His  disciples.  He  says  in  our 
text,  "yl(7am."  After  giving  many  parabolic  representations  of 
the  kingdom  of  heaven.  He  comes  to  the  one  before  us  and  says, 
*•  Again,  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  hke  unto  a  Merchantman." 
That  expression,  "  the  kingdom  of  heaven,"  is  a  characteristic  of 
the  Gospel  by  Matthew.  It  always  refers  to  the  real  surrounded 
with  the  artificial,  the  genuine  found  in  the  midst  of  the 
counterfeit.  **  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  unto  a  net  con- 
taining good  and  bad  fish."  Mark  1  Bad  as  well  as  good  fish 
in  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  Ukened 
unto  a  field  with  tares  sown  in  it  as  well  as  wheat.  Do  you  see  ? 
Tares  along  with  the  wheat,  the  children  of  the  devU  mixing 
with  the  children  of  God  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  You  have 
the  same  truth  under  the  term  "  heaven  "  in  the  book  of  Revela- 
tion, which  means  the  Gospel  dispensation,  from  the  descent  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  on  the  day  of  Pentecost  to  the  ascent  of  the 
last  elect  vessel  of  mercy  to  glory.  During  this  time  the  people 
of  God  will  be  scattered  among  the  coiTupt  and  reprobate  mass  of 
mankind.  Here  we  find  a  solemn  and  heart-searching  question 
for  ourselves.  In  every  congregation  we  may  expect  to  find 
reprobates  mingling  with  God's  elect — unredeemed  ones  with 
God's  redeemed — unregenerate  sinners  associating  themselves 
with  regenerate  saints — dogs  and  swine  assembling  themselves 
with  the  lambs  and  sheep  of  Christ's  flock.  This  is  the  questioHj-^ 
Where  are  we  individually  this  morning?  Does  this  congrega- 
tion answer  to  the  description  of  the  mixed  multitude  described 
throughout  this  chapter  ?  Well  may  each  of  us  ask  the  question, 
and  that  by  the  searching  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  "  Lord,  is 

Throughout  the  Gospel  by  Matthew  we  see  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  revealed  preaching  to  crowds.  You  see  this  at  the 
commencement  of  Matt.  v. :  **  And  seeing  the  multitudes.  He 
went  up  into  a  mountain,  and  when  He  was  set.  His  disciples 
came  unto  Him  :  and  He  opened  His  mouth  and  taught  them." 
The  Gospel  of  John  reveals  the  great  Teacher  dealing  with 
individuals.  The  spirit  of  Matthew's  Gospel  is,  *'  The  kingdom 
of  heaven  is  at  hand."  The  burden  of  John's  Gospel  is,  "  The 
kingdom  of  God  is  within  you."  The  ministry  or  the  Master, 
as  set  forth  by  the  evangelist  John,  takes  not  into  account 
hypocrites  and  outsiders.  The  spirituality  of  His  teaching  here 
is  only  for  those  in  blessed  and  hallowed  association  with  Himself. 
But  see  we  not  crowds  in  John's  Gospel?  Yes;  but  the 
Vindicator  of  His  oppresed  people  soon  scatters  them.     In  chap. 
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ii.  He  is  seen  driving  a  crowd  of  worldlings  out  of  the  temple 
with  a  scourge  of  small  cords.  Come  to  chap,  vi.,  and  there  you 
behold  a  great  company  feeding  upon  bread  and  fish  ;  but 
loathing  the  spiritual  provision  He  set  before  them,  and  scattered 
by  its  power.  Come  to  chap.  viii.  Here  you  see  a  throng  of 
scribes  and  Pharisees  bringing  to  Him  a  poor  outcast  upon  whom 
His  affections  were  everlastingly  fixed,  accusing  her  of  the  sin 
of  adultery.  He  stooped  and  wrote  upon  the  ground,  according 
to  an  ancient  copy  of  the  New  Testament,  "  the  sins  of  every 
one  of  them''  Be  this  as  it  may,  they  read  upon  the  ground 
that  which  scattered  them,  and  drove  them  from  His  sacred 
presence.  Has  a  precious  Jesus  to  do  with  crowds?  He  drives 
them  from  Him.  Hjts  He  to  do  with  the  weak  and  retiring  ones 
of  His  flock  t  He  draws  them  to  Him,  and  gently  folds  them  to 
His  bosom.  Thus  vou  see  the  distinction  between  the  two 
expressions  in  Matthew  and  John.  7%«  kingdom  of  heaven 
presents  to  our  view  God's  gracious  work  .in  the  midst  of 
earthly,  corrupt,  and  carnal  surroundings.  Tlie  kingdom  of  God 
reveals  God's  gracious  work  as  wrought  by  the  power  and 
grace  of  God  the  ever-blessed  Spirit,  which  hypocrites  and 
mere  professors  can  never  understand,  but  brought  home  to  the 
hearts  of  reserved  and  retiring  ones  by  Divine  power.  We 
come  to  notice, — 

II. — ^The  MerohantMxVN.  Who  is  this  Merchantman  ?  Some 
have  endeavoured  to  explain  this  parable  as  a  sinner  seeking 
Christ,  but,  according  to  my  judgment,  this  is  a  perversion  of 
God's  truth.  These  see  in  the  merchantman  the  individual 
sinner  seeking  goodly  pearls  of  truth,  pearls  of  grace,  pearls  of 
blessing,  and  at  length  finding  and  Duyine  £e  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  the  one  pearl  of  great  price.  Now  this  will  not  do  for 
me.  Jesus  Chnst,  God's  salvation,  is  far  above  all  price.  The 
Merchantman  is  not  a  seeking  sinner,  for  a  seeking  sinner  is  a 
bankrupt  beggar.  In  the  Adam  fall  he  became  a  bankrupt. 
By  the  convincing  and  convicting  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  ne 
became  a  beggar.  By  the  application  of  God's  perfect, 
spiritual,  and  fiery  law  to  his  conscience,  he  was  burnt  out  of 
house  and  home,  and  possesses  nothing  by  which  he  can  count 
upon  the  notice  or  favour  of  a  just  and  holy  God.  Thus  broufi^ht 
and  taught,  he  experiences  that  state  described  in  Toplady's 
matchless  hymn : — 

**  Nothing  in  my  hand  I  brings 
Simply  to  Thyself  I  cling ; 
Naked,  come  to  Thee  for  drehs, 
Helpless,  look  to  Thee  for  grace ; 
Foul,  I  to  the  Fountain  fly. 
Wash  me,  Saviour,  or  I  die." 

Look  through  the  Scriptures  of  truth  for  the  description  of  the 
condition  of  those  who  are  brought  by  rich  and  distinguishing 
grace  to  seek  a  precious  Christ.  Are  these  found  as  merchant- 
men with  a  stook-in-band  to  do  business  on  their  owq  account  ? 
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Are  these  able  to  purchase  God's  salvation  or  gracious  favour  ? 
Listen  to  the  experience  of  one  who  was  cared  for  by  his  loving 
Lord :  *'  But  I  am  poor  and  needy  ;  yet  the  Lord  thinketh  upon 
rae  :  Thou  art  my  Help  and  Deliverer ;  make  no  tarrying,  O  my 
God  "  (Psalm  xl.  17).  Look  at  the  declaration  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  to  Simon  the  Pharisee,  who  thought  he  had  some- 
thing with  which  he  could  buy  or  demand  the  favour,  love,  and 
mercy  of  God.  "  Jesus  said  unto  him,  Simon,  I  have  somewhat 
to  say  unto  thee.  And  he  saith,  Master,  say  on.  There  was  a 
certain  creditor  which  had  two  debtons:  the  one  owed  five 
hundred  pence,  and  the  other  fifty.  And  w/ien  tliey  had  nothina 
to  pat/ J  he  frankly  foi^^ave  them  both.  Tell  me,  therefore,  which 
of  them  will  love  him  most  t  Simon  answered  and  said,  I 
suppose  that  he,  to  whom  he  forgave  most.  And  He  said  unto 
him,  Thou  hast  rightly  judged.  And  He  turned  to  the  woman 
and  said  unto  Simon,  Seest  thou  this  woman  t  I  entered  into 
thine  house,  thou  gavest  Me  no  water  for  My  feet :  but  she  hath 
washed  My  feet  with  tears,  and  wiped  them  with  the  hau*B  of 
her  head.  Thou  gavest  Me  no  kiss :  but  this  woman  since  the 
time  I  came  in  hath  not  ceased  to  kiss  My  feet.  My  head  with 
oil  thou  didst  not  anoint :  but  this  woman  hath  anointed  My 
feet  with  ointment.  Wherefore  I  say  unto  thee,  Her  sins,  which 
are  many,  are  forgiven ;  for  she  loved  much :  but  to  whom 
little  is  forgiven,  the  same  loveth  little.  And  he  said  unto  her, 
Thy  sins  are  forgiven."  She  had  nothing  whatever  to  recom- 
mend her  to  the  Saviour's  notice,  yet  her  sins  were  all  forgiven. 
She  bad  nothing  to  pay,  yet  she  came  into  possession  of  the 
unsearchable  riches  of  Christ.  She  deserved  hell,  but  her 
Saviour  brought  her  heaven. 

We  see  this  in  the  experience  wrought  in  all  the  children  of 
God  as  set  forth  in  Komans  iii.  19 :  **  Now  we  know  that  what 
things  soever  the  law  saith,  it  saith  to  them  that  are  under  the 
law :  that  every  mouth  may  be  stopped,  and  aU  the  world  may 
become  guilty  before  God,'  or  "  subject  to  the  judgment  of  GodJ" 
What  is  the  judgment  of  God  ?  That  universal  man  is  corrupt, 
depraved,  bankrupt,  dead,  with  nothing  whatever  to  recommend 
him  to  the  notice  and  favour  of  a  sin-hating  God.  You  may 
ask,  Will  all  the  world  become  subject  to  that  judgment  I  1 
answer,  Yes.  All  the  elect  will  be  graciously  taught  it  by  the 
Holy  Ghost  in  this  life,  and  all  the  reprobate  will  feel  its  power 
when  before  the  throne  of  King  Emmanuel's  glory,  when  their 
boasting  mouths  will  be  stopped  with  His  withering  rebuke  and 
final  proof  that  they  never  wrought  a  good  work  during  the 
whole  course  of  their  miserable  existence,  nor  possessed  the 
smallest  coin  that  would  pass  current  in  His  spiritual  dominion. 
By  this  we  see  that  the  Merchantman  of  the  text,  according  to 
the  positive  declarations  of  God's  most  Holy  Word,  and  the 
experience  of  God's  living  children,  cannot  be  a  seeking  sinner. 
He  must  be  a  seeking  Saviour.     We  now  notice, — 
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IIL — The  search— "A  Merchantman  seekinff."  From 
Geneais  to  Revelation  a  seeking  God  is  revealed  as  tae  glory  of 
the  Gospel.  You  may  depend  upon  it,  had  it  not  been  His  eood 
pleasure  and  delight  to  seek  His  people,  the^  never  would  nave 
sought  Him ;  had  it  not  been  His  determination  to  find,  He 
never  would  have  been  found  by  one  of  those  whom  He  brings 
into  blessed  and  hallowed  association  with  Himself.  Let  us  look 
at  the  wonderful  chapter,  Genesis  iii.  Here  we  see  Eve  beguiled 
and  fallen,  and  we  see  that  ''Adam  was  not  deceived,  but  the 
woman  being  deceived  was  in  the  transgression  "  (1  Tim.  ii.  14). 
Satan  threw  the  dust  of  fleshly  expectancy  into  the  eyes  of  Eve, 
and  blinded  her  to  his  designs,  but  Adam  sinned  with  his  eyes 
wide  open.  He  sinned  not  like  a  dupe  or  a  sneak ;  he  sinned 
like  a  man.  Why  I  Because  he  sinned  out  of  fondest  love  to 
his  wife,  but  for  want  of  love  to  his  God.  You  will  see  here  a 
great  disparity  between  the  type  and  the  Antitype.  Adam  was 
natural ;  Christ  was  spiritual.  Adam  was  earthy ;  Christ  was 
heavenly.  Adam's  way  was  from  God ;  Christ's  way  was  to 
God.  Adam's  will  was  unrestrained ;  Christ's  will  wasm  perfect 
subjection  to  that  of  His  Father.  When  Eve  stood  in  the  midst 
of  the  ruin  in  which  sin  had  plunged  her,  Adam  forsook  her  not. 
He  sinned  with  her,  was  lost  with  her,  and  before  he  would  be 
parted  from  her,  down  to  the  depths  of  her  doom  and  degrada- 
tion he  willinely  plunged  himself.  In  this  we  have  a  glorious 
type  of  the  last  Adam — our  most  glorious  Christ.  The  first 
Adam  parted  with  all  that  he  had  for  the  sake  of  his  Eve.  The 
last  Aoam  left  all  He  had  for  the  sake  of  His  bride — the  Church. 
In  this  we  see  some  little  indication  as  to  who  the  Merchantman 
is.  When  Adam  discovered  the  plight  he  was  in,  he  and  his 
wife  tried  to  hide  themselves  from  ^e  presence  of  God  behind 
the  trees  of  the  garden.  They  hid,  but  God  sought  them ; 
they  ran,  but  not  beyond  His  reach ;  they  hid,  but  not  beyond 
His  eaze.  His  searching  question,  '*  Where  art  thou  ?  "  found 
out  the  guilty  pair.  The  truth  of  Genesis  iii.  is  not  that  these 
two  sinners  were  set  to  seek  their  God,  but  that  He  sought 
them.  Yes,  a  covenant  God  sought,  found,  and  preached  His 
Gospel  to  them.  He  gave  the  blessed  assurance  of  His  love  by 
drivmg  them  out  of  an  earthly  Eden,  to  find  their  All  in  Himi 
and  to  hold  spiritual  communion  and  fellowship  with  Him. 

You  see  the  same  searching  God  in  the  case  of  David.  His 
is  an  awful  state  to  contemplate.  David  sinned  foully.  He 
looked,  he  lusted,  he  fell.    He  caused  Uriah  to  get  drunk,  and 

Slanned  his  destruction.  How  long  remained  he  in  his  wan- 
ering  state  from  God?  So  long,  that  if  many  of  us  were 
to  see  a  poor  weak  child  of  God  remaining  in  sin  the  same 
time,  without  satisfactory  signs  of  repentance,  we  should  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  he  was  wholly  destitute  of  the  life  of 
God.  But  God  loved  David,  and  sent  His  servant  Nathan, 
who  spake  to  him  the  parable  of  the  ewe  lamb,  by  which  the 
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Holy  Ghost  wrought  conviction  in  hie  heart,  bringing  forth  the 
bitter  confession,  "  I  have  sinned  against  the  Lord"  (2  Sam.xii. 
1 — 13).  In  this  naiTative  we  see  a  sinner  hiding  in  his  sins, 
and  a  seeking  and  finding  God.  Now  look  at  that  three-dn-one 
parable  in  Luke  xv.  In  it  the  Good  Shepherd  is  seen  seeking 
His  lost  sheep,  the  woman  seeking  her  lost  piece  of  silver,  and 
the  Father  seeking  His  lost  son.  This  illustrates  the  love  of  the 
great  Three-in-One  to  all  the  eternallyHsaved  ones,  without 
respect  to  their  peculiarities  or  experiences.  Blessed  be  God, 
our  sins,  folhes,  and  changes  can  never  affect  His  love  and 
interest  in  us     This  is  sure  to  wound  the  conceit  of  those  who 

f)ride  themselves  in  high  favours  or  deep  teachings.  If  I  am 
oved  of  my  God,  it  is  with  the  same  love  that  He  bears  to  the 
whole  of  His  elect  and  redeemed  family.  In  this  blessed 
chapter  we  see  the  Good  Shepherd  going  forth  in  search  of 
His  lost  sheep,  ^' until  He  find  it,''  He  never  stops  short  of  that. 
**  And  when  He  hath  found  it,  He  layeth  it  on  His  shoulders," 
and  carries  it  rejoicing  all  the  way  home  to  glory.  The  second 
part  of  the  parable  sets  forth  tne  finding  of  the  lost  silver. 
There  is  no  me  in  silver,  yet  there  is  intrinsic  value  to  the  owner. 
A  woman  seeks  it.  Why  is  this  t  In  the  woman  we  see  the 
Church,  moved  by  the  indwelling  Spirit,  declare  the  mind  and 
will  of  God,  and  thus  find  lost  elect  ones  in  the  most  unlikely 
spots.  It  has  been  my  lot  to  experience  this  ioy  of  bringing 
precious  souls,  through  the  power  of  the  Gospel,  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  their  perfection  in  Christ.  In  the  last  part  of  the 
pamble  the  lost  son  is  sought  for  and  found.  A  great  way  off 
the  Father  saw  him  ;  the  Father  ran  ;  the  Father  fell  upon  his 
neck ;  the  Father  kissed  him.  You  see,  all  the  activity  is  on 
the  part  of  the  Father.  What  a  glorious  sight!  A  seeking 
God  I  The  Saviour  seeking  His  lost  sheep.  The  Spirit  seeking 
His  lost  silver.  The  Sire  seeking  His  lost  son.  I  do  love  that 
precious  declaration  of  the  Saviour  to  the  Samaritan  woman, 
**  The  hour  cometh,  and  now  is,  when  the  true  worshippers  shall 
worship  the  Father  in  spirit  and  in  truth,  for  the  Father  eeeketh 
such  to  worship  Him."  Well  might  the  Holy  Ghost  declare  by 
Isaiah,  "I  was  found  of  them  that  sought  Me  not;  I  was  made 
manifest  unto  them  that  asked  not  after  Me  "  (Isa.  Ixv.  1 ;  Rom. 
X.  20). 

IV. — Goodly  pearls  sought. — What  are  pearls?  White, 
shining,  precious  treasure  found  in  the  ocean.  In  the  deep 
wide  sea  of  this  world  the  precious  pearls  of  JEHOVAH  are 
hidden  until  the  time  for  their  manifestation.  In  spots  untraceable 
to  human  fishermen — ^that  is,  to  Gospel  ministers  who  are  fishers 
of  men — Christ  seeks  and  finds  His  own.  He  holds  the  means 
in  His  own  hands  wherewith  He  brings  them  forth  to  light,  Kfe, 
love,  and  hberty  in  spiritual  oneness  with  Himself. 

What  is  the  origin  of  the  pearl?  A  distemper  in  the  shell  of 
the  fish  in  which  it  is  found.     This  cannot  du'ect  our  minds  to 
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our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  There  was  no  distemper  in  His  origin — 
no  defect  in  His  Person  or  perfections.  It  leads  us  at  once  to 
oontemplate  the  Church  of  the  living  God,  those  sinners  whom 
He  seeks  and  saves  by  His  rich  and  sovereign  grace  from  all 
distempers,  washes  from  all  sins,  and  can-ies  them  to  glory  to 
fill  all  heaven  with  unceasing  praise  and  adoration.  May  we 
ever  be  kept  humble  before  Him,  remembering  the  hole  of  the 

Eit  whence  we  were  digged,  the  rock  from  whence  we  were 
ewn,  and  the  deep,  dark  sea  of  depravity  from  whence  we  were 
drawn.  The  sea  is  used  by  the  Holy  Ghost  to  illustrate  the 
awful  depravity  of  human  nature  throughout  this  wide  world. 
See  Isaiah  Ivii.  20,  21 :  ''  But  the  wicked  are  like  the  troubled 
sea,  when  it  cannot  rest,  whose  waters  cast  up  mire  and  dirt." 
Out  of  this  sea  precious  pearls  are  cast  up  at  the  command  of 
Christ,  and  though  they  are  surrounded  witn  mire  and  dirt,  they 
lose  none  of  their  value  in  His  estimation.  He  came  to  seek, 
and  seeking  finds,  and  brings  them  to  know  something  of  their 
preciousness  in  Him  and  to  Him,  to  share  His  grace  down  here, 
and  at  length  be  partakers  of  His  glory  up  yonder.  The 
members  ot  the  Church  of  Christ  are  as  pearls  in  His  eyes, 
goodly,  beautiful,  graceful,  and  comely. 

V. — One  PEARL  OF  great  price  found. — Why  goodly^ 
pearls,  and  then  one  pearl  of  great  price  ?  To  set  forth  diversity 
and  unity.  I  will  not  say  uniformity.  There  may  be  unifomiity 
where  there  is  no  unity.  Blessed  be  God,  there  is  unity  where, 
according  to  our  judgment  and  the  sight  of  our  eyes,  there  is  no 
uniformity  whatever.  I  thank  God  from  the  depths  of  my  heart 
that  I  am  spiritually  one  in  His  sacred  and  solemn  presence  with 
many  who  stand  at  a  distance  in  outward  things.  Ay,  and 
many  stand  aloof  in  respect  to  their  experimental  grooves,  with 
whom  we  are  unchangeably  one  in  the  glorious  realities  of  the 
Gospel  This  one  pearl  leads  the  mind  to  behold  and  admire 
the  unity  of  the  Church  in  Christ  Jesus.  The  heavenly  Bride- 
groom looks  with  '*  love's  own  thrilling  gaze  "  upon  that  lovely 
one  of  whom  He  delares  in  Solomon's  Song  vi.  9  :  "  My  dove, 
My  undefiled  is  but  one ;  she  is  the  only  one  of  her  mother ; 
she  is  the  choice  one  of  her  that  bear  her."  We  see  the  diversity, 
yet  oneness  of  the  body  of  Christ  set  forth  in  the  testimony  of 
Paul,  in  Romans  xii.4, 5 :  **  For  as  we  have  many  members  in  one 
body,  and  all  members  have  not  the  same  office,  so  we,  being 
many,  are  one  body  in  Christ,  and  every  one  members  one  of 
another."  And  again,  in  1  Cor.  x.  17:  "For  we,  being  many, 
are  one  bread  and  one  body :  for  we  are  all  partakers  of  that 
one  bread."  Come  to  the  12th  chapter  and  12th  verse :  "  For 
as  the  body  is  one,  and  hath  many  members,  and  all  the 
members  of  that  one  body,  being  many,  are  one  body :  so  also 
is  Christ " — that  is,  (yhrist  mystical.  Head  and  members  one 
glorious  whole  in  the  unceasing  view  of  the  Father.  *•  For  by 
one  Spirit  are  we  all  baptized  into  one  body^ , whether  we  ^be 


254  GROVE  CHAPEL  PULPIT. 

Jews  or  Gentiles,  whether  we  be  bond  or  free  ;  and  have  been 
all  made  to  drink  mto  one  Spirit."  We  sec  this  diversity  and 
unity  in  Ephesians  iv.  3  :  "  Endeavouring  to  keep  the  unity  of 
the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace.  There  is  one  body  and  one 
Spirit,  even  as  ye  are  called  in  one  hope  of  your  calling ;  one 
Lord,  one  faith,  one  baptism ;  one  God  and  Father  of  all,  who 
is  above  all,  and  through  all,  and  in  you  all."  Then,  after 
showing  the  nature  and  offices  of  the  Christian  ministry,  he 
describes  its  design  :  "  For  the  perfecting  of  the  saints,  for 
the  work  of  the  ministry,  for  the  edifying  of  the  body 
of  Christ,  till  we  all  come  in  the  unity  of  the  faith,  and  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God,  unto  a  perfect  man,  unto  the 
measure  of  the  stature  of  the  fulness  of  Christ."  Now  read  at 
the  15th  verse:  "But  speaking  the  truth  in  love,  may  grow  up 
into  Him  in  all  things,  which  is  the  Head,  even  Christ :  from 
which  the  whole  body,  fitly  joined  together,  and  compacted  by 
that  which  every  joint  supplieth,  according  to  the  eflfectual 
working  in  the  measure  of  every  part,  maketh  increase  of  the 
body  unto  the  edifying  of  itself  in  love." 

The  Merchantman  found  this  one  pearl.  Where  did  He 
find  it  t  He  found  it  in  the  purpose  of  the  Father  before  the 
worlds  were  framed.  In  renderino^  an  account  of  His  steward- 
ship He  said  to  the  Father,  "  I  have  manifested  Thy  name  unto 
the  men  which  Thou  gavest  Me  out  of  the  world :  Thine  theif 
werej  and  T/iou  gavest  them  Me,  and  they  have  kept  Thy  Word." 
Again,  "  I  pray  for  them  ;  I  pray  not  for  the  world,  but  for  them 
which  Thou  hast  given  Me,  for  they  are  Thine.  And  all  Mine 
are  Thine,  and  Thine  are  Mine,  and  I  am  glorified  in  them. 
Holy  Father,  keep  through  Thine  own  name  those  whom  Thou 
hast  given  me,  that  they  may  be  one,  as  we  are.*'  Now  come 
to  the  2l8t  verse  :  **  That  they  all  may  be  one,  as  Thou,  Father, 
art  in  Me  and  I  in  Thee,  that  they  also  may  be  one  in  Us :  that 
the  world  may  believe  that  Thou  hast  sent  Me.  And  the  glory 
which  Thou  gavest  Me  I  have  given  them,  that  they  may  be 
one,  even  as  we  are  one.  I  in  them  and  Thou  in  Me,  that  they 
may  be  made  perfect  in  one."  There  you  see  the  one  pearl  of 
great  price,  a  glorious  Church  standing  in  all  the  glorious  per- 
fections of  its  Husband  and  Head  in  the  presence  of  the  Father 
before  all  worlds.  Good  old  John  Kentsangsosweetly  of  this: — 

"  Then,  in  the  glass  of  His  decrees, 

C -hrist  and  His  bride  appeared  as  one  ; 
Her  sin,  by  imputation,  His, 
Whilst  she  in  spotless  splendour  shone." 

In  time  He  found  it  in  a  desert  land,  and  in  a  waste  howling 
wilderness,  for  such  this  sinful  world  was  to  Him.  We  may 
murmur  and  complain,  as  we  experiencethe  desolations  wrought 
by  sin  and  Satan  around  us  and  in  us;  but  we  may  rest 
assured,  thei*e  never  was  desolation,  isolation,  or  loneliness  like 


TttE  PEARL   0^  QRRAt  PRICE.  255 

that  experienced  by  our  suffering  Lord.  From  heaven's  bright 
l^lory  to  earth's  dark  gloom  He  came  to  seek  and  to  save  His 
loDfip-lost  pearl.  ^*  Forasmuch  then  as  the  children  are  partakers 
of  flesh  and  blood,  He  also  Himself  likewise  took  part  of  the 
same ;  that  through  death  He  might  destroy  him  that  had  the 
power  of  death — that  is,  the  devil ;  and  deliver  them  who,  through 
fear  of  death,  were  all  their  lifetime  subject  to  bondage."  He 
sought,  He  found.  He  saved  His  pearl.  By  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Ohost,  He  finds  it  in  the  varied  members  of  the  one  body 
whom  He  knits  together  in  one  glorious  whole.  This  is 
beautiftdly  expressed  in  one  of  the  collects  of  the  Church  of 
England,  "  0  Almighty  God,  who  hfiwt  knit  together  Thine  elect 
ill  one  communion  and  fellowship,  in  the  mystical  body  of  Thy 
Son  Christ  our  Lord."  There  you  see  spiritual  oneness.  The 
pearl  lies  hidden  in  the  deep  sea  of  human  depravity  and 
corruption,  until  found  by  the  Merchantman,  when^  blessed  be 
His  name.  He  washes,  cleanses,  and  purifies  it  in  the  fountain 
opened  for  sin  and  uncleanness,  gives  it  to  know  that  it  ever 
appears  before  the  face  of  the  Father,  clean  every  whit,  and  not 
one  spot  of  sin,  pollution,  or  depravity  to  be  seen  by  His  ali- 
searchmg  eye.     We  now  come  to  notice — 

VL — THE  SALE — The  Merchantman  "went  and  sold  all 
that  he  had."  Surely  this  cannot  mean  poor  banknipt  beggars 
as  we  know  and  feel  ourselves  to  be.  What  have  we  cot  to  sell  ? 
What  have  we  to  dispose  of?  Nothing  but  that  which  deserves 
God's  eternal  wrath  and  condemnation.  Am  I  a  merchantman  1 
A  pretty  merchantman !  1  am  utterly  ruined.  Ofttimes  my 
spirit  bows  in  sadness  before  my  God  and  cries: — 

"  Not  on  me,  Lord,  not  on  me, 
I  am  all  iniquity ; 
Look  on  Thine  Anointed  One, 
Who  before  Thy  glorious  throne, 
On  His  breast  bears  my  poor  name. 
All  my  load  of  hin  and  shame- 
Look  on  Him,  my  Surety." 

In  the  Surety  of  the  covenant  I  see  the  Merchantman.     This  is 
He  who  sold  all  that  He  had  to  purchase  His  Church,  His  pearl  of 

Seat  price.  Turn  with  me  to  Phil.  ii.  6 — 11 :  "  Who,  being  in 
e  form  of  God,  thought  it  not  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God ; 
but  made  Himself  or  no  reputation,  and  took  upon  Him 
the  form  of  a  servant,  and  was  made  in  the  likeness  of  men  : 
and  being  found  in  fashion  as  a  man,  He  humbled  Himself,  and 
became  obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  cross. 
Wherefore  God  also  hath  highly  exalted  Him,  and  given  Him  a 
name  which  is  above  every  name  :  that  at  the  name  of  Jesuy, 
every  kneo  should  bow,  of  things  hi  heaven,  and  things  hi  earth, 
and  things  under  the  earth;  and  tliat  every  tongue  shotild 
confees  that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father.' 
Look  at  that  glorious  testimony  of  Paul  in  2  Cor.  viiL^9 :  **  Kor 
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ye  know  the  ^race  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that,  though  He 
was  rich,  yet  for  your  sakes  He  became  poor,  that  ye  through 
His  poverty  might  be  rich."  He  who  was  rich  indeed  parted 
with  all  that  He  had  for  His  Church,  His  pearl.  My  dear  friends, 
I  might  multiply  Scripture  proofs,  but  the  time  is  gone.  Look  at 
that  precious  declaration  in  Matt.  xx.  28  :  **  The  Son  of  Man 
came  not  to  be  ministered  unto,  but  to  minister,  and  to  give  His  life 
a  ransom  for  many."  Again,  in  Gal.  i.  4  :  *'  Who  gave  Himself 
for  our  sins,  that  He  might  deliver  us  from  this  present  evil 
world,  according  to  the  will  of  God  and  our  Father."  Yes,  He 
gave  Himself,  His  life.  His  blood,  His  righteousness,  His  reputa- 
tion, ay,  all  that  He  had.  Devils  tempted  Him.  Hypocrites 
persecuted  Him.  Pietists  hated  Him.  "As  a  sheep  before  her 
shearers  is  dumb,  so  He  openeth  not  His  mouth'*  (Isa.  liii.  7). 
Just  think  that  this  was  all  on  your  account  and  mine.  Now 
turn  to  Isaiah  xliii.  3,  4 :  "  For  I  am  the  LORD  thy  God,  the 
Holy  One  of  Israel,  thy  Saviour :  I  gave  Egypt  for  thy  ransom, 
Ethiopia  and  Seba  for  thee.  Since  thou  wast  precious  in  My 
sight,  thou  hast  been  honourable,  and  1  have  loved  thee  :  there- 
fore will  I  give  men  for  thee,  and  people  for  thy  life."  Men  and 
nations  are  as  nothing  to  JEHOVAH-JESUS,  and  He  tramples 
them  imder  His  feet,  for  the  sake  of  His  Church,  His  bride.  His 
pearl. 

VII. — The  purchase— "  And  bought  it."  Look  through  the 
Scriptures,  search  them,  and  may  God  give  you  an  intelligent 
understanding  of  this  precious  truth.  I  ask  you  on  the 
groiuid  of  both  Divine  teaching  and  spiritual  experience,  when 
you  hear  pei-sons  speaking  of  Christ  buying  anything  but  His 
Church,  do  not  believe  them.  I  do  not  believe  in  purchased 
blessings,  comforts,  or  mercies,  for  there  are  no  such  things. 
Christ  purchased  the  Church  to  enjoy  the  blessings  freely  given 
to  her  m  Him.  In  every  portion  of  the  New  Testament,  where 
He  is  said  to  buy,  purchase,  or  redeem,  the  Church  is  the  object. 
See  1  "  The  Church  of  God,  which  He  hath  purchased  with  His 
own  blood  "  (Acts.  xx.  2«).  "  Ye  are  bought  with  a  price  " 
(1  Cor.  vi.  20J.  "Ye  know  that  ye  were  not  redeemea  with 
comiptible  tnings,  as  silver  and  gold,  from  your  vain  con- 
versation, received  by  tradition  from  your  fathers ;  but  with 
the  precious  blood  of  Christ  "  (1  Peter  i.  18,  19).  '*  Thou  art 
worthy,  for  Thou  wast  slain,  and  hast  redeemed  us  to  God  by 
Thy  blood,  out  of  every  kindred,  and  tongue,  and  people,  and 
nation  "  (Rev.  v.  9). 

In  this  short  parable  we  have  a  store  of  spiritual  treasure.  It 
will  take  eternity  to  explore  it.  May  you  and  I  so  understand  it 
here,  as  to  be  able  to  say  with  Paul,  "  I  am  crucified  with  Christ : 
nevertheless  I  live;  yet  not  1,  but  Christ  liveth  in  me:  and  the 
life  which  I  now  Kve  in  the  flesh,  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son 
of  God,  who  loved  me,  and  gave  Himself  for  me  "  (Gal.  ii.  20). 
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**  And  when  they  came  to  Marah,  they  could  not  drink  of  the  waters  of  Marah, 
for  they  were  bitter ;  therefore  the  name  of  it  was  called  Marah. 

**  And  the  j)eople  murmured  against  Moses,  saying,  What  shall  we  drink  ? 

"  And  he  cried  unto  the  LORD  ;  and  the  LORD  showed  him  a  tree,  which,  when 
he  had  cast  into  the  waters,  the  waters  were  made  sweet." — Exodus  xv.  23—26. 

IT  is  our  blessed  privilege  to  know  that  every  portion  of  God's 
inspired  Word  is  profitable  for  the  instruction,  correction, 
and  establishment  of  His  people  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places. 
Every  promise  in  this  blessed  Book  points  to  the  great  and 
glorious  Conservator  of  all  spiritual  blessings  for  His  Church. 
Every  type,  sooner  or  later,  unfolds  or  reveals  the  anti-type. 
In  every  portion  of  sacred  history,  it  matters  not  how  dry  it 
may  appear  to  us,  a  precious  Christ  waits  to  display  the 
sovereignty  of  His  gracious  and  righteous  rule,  to  manifest  the 
glory  of  His  Father,  and  to  endear  Himself  in  the  afiections  of 
Ilis  people  for  their  establishment  in  grace  and  truth.  Every 
proverb  is  a  mystery  to  the  proud  professor,  while  it  opens  up 
spiritual  light  to  the  waiting  hearts  of  anxious  inquirers  after 
Him.  Speaking  of  the  Scriptures,  said  Christ  to  the  Pharisees, 
**  they  testify  of  Me  "  (John  v.  39).  **  Beginning  at  Moses  and 
all  the  prophets,  He  expounded  "  to  His  doubting  and  unbelieving 
disciples  "  the  things  concerning  Himself "  (Luke  xxiv.27).There 
we  see  His  patient  grace  in  teaching  unbelieving  believers.  You 
may  rest  assured  God  has  many  such  among  His  children,  who 
are  treading  the  path  of  tribulation  to  that  glory  which  He  has 
so  graciously  prepared  for  them.  It  has  pleased  Him  to  leave 
on  record  by  the  pen  of  His  servant  Paul,  that  the  journeyings 
of  the  Israelites  in  the  wilderness  were  so  many  types  of  His 
people's  experiences  here  below  (see  1  Cor. x.  11).  "Now,  all 
these  things  happened  unto  them  for  ensamples,"  or  tj/pes;  "and 
they  are  written  for  our  admonition,  upon  wnom  the  ends  of  the 
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world  are  come."  In  Romans  xv.  4,  the  apostle  says,  "  For 
whatsoever  things  were  written  aforetime  were  written  for  our 
learning,  that  we  through  patience  and  comfort  of  the  Scriptures 
might  have  hope.''  In  this  portion  he  is  calling  upon  those  who 
are  blessed  with  spiritual  intercourse  and  identification  with  the 
meek  and  lowly  Jesus,  to  learn  of  Him  to  bear  patiently  with 
the  infirmities  of  the  weak,  and  with  the  failures  and  falls  of  the 
feeble  flock  in  the  living  family.  He  says,  ''  We,  then,  that  are 
strong  ought  to  bear  with  the  infirmities  of  the  weak,  and  not 
to  please  ourselves.  Let  every  one  of  us  please  his  neighbour  for 
his  good  to  edification.  For  even  Christ  pleased  not  Himself: 
but,  as  it  is  written,  The  reproaches  of  tnem  that  reproached 
thee  fell  on  Me."  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  pleased  not  Himself, 
and  the  more  we  are  brought  under  His  grace  and  guidance, 
the  more  His  Spirit  will  be  experienced  in  us,  and  manifested 
by  us. 

It  is  our  lot  this  morning,  trusting  to  the  leading  of  the 
blessed  Spirit,  who  wrote  these  things  for  the  instruction,  ad- 
monition, and  edification  of  the  Church,  to  seek  to  know  our 
Father's  will  amid  the  painful  and  perplexing  providences  we 
are  called  to  pass  through.  These  we  must  have  as  sure  as  we 
belong  to  Him.  We  caimot  avoid  them.  We  may,  and  will 
try  to  get  away  from  temptation  and  tribulation,  but  we  find  it 
an  utter  impossibility* 

**  Toil — trial— ^nfferin^  stiU  await, 
On  earth,  the  pilgrim  throng  ; 
Yet  learn  we  in  our  low  estate, 
The  Church  trinmphant^s  song/' 

The  declaration  of  the  Holy  Ghost  in  reference  to  the  path- 
way of  the  scattered  flock  through  the  wilderness,  is,  "  we  must 
through  much  tribulation  enter  the  kingdom  of  God"  (Acts  xiv. 
22).  It  is  not,  we  may,  but,  we  must  Here  we  seethe  certainty 
of  an  entrance  into  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  the  certainty  of  the 
tribulation  which  ever  attends  it.  Turn  to  Rev.vii.13:  "And  one 
of  the  elders  answered  saying  unto  me.  What  are  these  which  are 
arrayed  in  white  robes?  and  whence  came  they?  And  I  said 
imto  him.  Sir,  thou  knowest.  And  he  said  unto  me,  These  are 
they  which  came  out  of  great  tribulation."  Not  small,  trifling, 
or  insignificant ;  but  great  tribulation.  Do  we  belong  to  Him  t 
Are  we  partakers  of  the  hope  of  glory  ?  Do  we  possess  the 
faith  of  Uod's  Christ!  Do  we  rejoice  sometimes  in  the  blest 
assurance  of  an  interest  in  His  love  t  Then,  as  assuredly  as  we 
do,  tribulation  will  and  must  be  ours.  Some  of  you  whose  hearts 
are  buoyant  through  the  possession  of  the  comforts  and  enjoy- 
ments of  this  world,  who  nave  no  lack  of  temporal  mercies,  and 
who  take  the  bounties  of  your  Father's  providence  from  His 
gi-acious  hands  as  though  you  had  a  right  to  them,  may  be  readv 
to  ask.  Why  weary  us  from  time  to  time  with  the  detail  of  trials 
and  tribulations  which  only  tends  to  despondency  and  despair? 

^.yitized  by  V^jC  ^  ^^  ^  ^ 


MARAH.  259 

Let  m^  tell  yon,  spiritual  despondeucy  and  self-despair  can  do 
you  no  harm  if  you  belong  to  Him.  If  His  Word  is  made  life 
and  power  in  your  heart's  experience,  you  will  bless  Him  for  the 

Siins  of  your  pathway  as  well  as  for  the  peace  of  His  presence, 
ut,  1  grant  you,  that  such  declarations  as  these  are  contrary  to 
our  natural  hopes  and  expectations.  If  God  would  but  allow  me 
to  have  my  own  way,  I  would  make  short  work  with  affiction, 
suffering,  and  distress.  I  would  not  allow,  an  ache,  pain,  or  pan, 
to  come  near  this  body.  But  they  do,  and  will  come.  Blesse< 
be  His  adorable  name, 

'*  All  must  come,  and  last,  and  end, 
As  shall  please  mj  heavenly  Friend." 

They  are  all  right,  every  one  of  them.  I  am  brought  oftentimes 
to  sing,  and  God  knows  I  do  sing  it  with  a  melting  of  spirit,  and 
gratitude  of  heart, 

^*  Father,  whatever  of  earthly  bliss, 
Thy  sovereign  will  denies, 
Accepted  at  Thy  throne  of  grace, 
Let  this  petition  rise ; — 

Give  me  a  calm,  a  thankful  heart, 
From  every  murmur  free ; 
'  The  blessings  of  Thy  grace  impart, 
And  lot  me  live  to  Thee. 

"Let"— 
Ah  1  I  can  emphasize  this  with  faith  and  feeling  before  Him — 

•*  Let  the  sweet  hope  that  Thou  art  mine 
My  life  and  death  attend  ; 
Thy  presence  through  my  journey  shine. 
And  crown  my  journey's  end." 

In  true  submission  to  His  mind  and  will^  my  heart  can  sing  this 
feelingly,  and  beg  of  Him  to  crown  the  end  of  my  journey  with 
lovinglondness  and  tender  mercy,  and  bless  me  with  an  abun- 
dant entrance  into  the  everlasting  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 

We  will  now  look  at  the  portion  I  have  read  to  you  by  way 
of  text. 

I. — In  its  connection.  God  had  graciously  blessed  Hisancient 
people  Israel  with  deliverance  from  the  oppression  of  Egypt. 
Dehverance  from  £gypt  was  a  sure  forerunner  of  disappointment 
at  Marah.  This  chapter  commences  with  a  song  ot  joy  and 
rejoicing.  Moses  and  the  children  of  Israel  sang  with  joyful 
hearts  this  song  of  triumph  over  enemies  defeated,  deliver- 
ance experienced,  and  promises  performed.  In  looking  through 
this  song  we  find  many  precious  decLrations  of  JEHOVAITS 
dealings  with  His  elect  and  redeemed  people.  The  second  verse 
I  have  often  read  with  a  heart  melted  before  my  God.  Look  at 
it.  "  The  LORD  is  my  strength  and  song,  and  He  is  become  my 
salvation  ;  He  is  my  God,  and  I  will  prepare  Him  an  habitation  ; 
my  father's  G^,  and  I  will  exalt  Him."    Here  I  cannot  help 
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addressiDfi^  a  word  or  two  to  the  young  in  this  congregation.  It 
may  be  that  in  days  to  come,  when  my  head  lies  beneath  the 
Bod,  and  my  stammering  tongue  is  no  longer  heard  sounding 
forth  the  praises  of  Him  who  called  me  from  darkness  to  His 
marvellous  light,  that  you  will  remember  these  three  words  I 
have  just  read,  "  My  father  s  GodJ'  How  many  of  you  can  look 
the  author  of  your  being  in  the  face,  and  read  many  a  tale  of 
care,  sorrow,  and  anxiety  in  those  furrows  wrought  by  time  and 
grief,  and  acknowledge  there  your  fathers  God  !  How  many  of 
you  can  see  a  father  brought  to  bow  before  the  glonous 
sovereignty  of  JEHOVAH,  to  acknowledge  Him  as  the  Controller 
of  all  his  ways  and  the  Director  of  all  Tis  paths?  If  such  a 
favour  should  be  yours,  you  will  bless  and  praise  the  riches  of 
God's  grace  that  ever  He  caused  these  precious  words  to  drop 
with  sweet  and  solemn  power  into  your  heart,  ^' My  fathers 
God''  Now  look  at  verse  13:  "Thou  in  Thy  mercy  hast  led 
forth  the  people  which  Thou  hast  redeemed :  Thou  hast  guided 
them  in  Tny  strength  unto  Thy  holy  habitation."  Here  we  have 
not  only  a  redeeming  God,  but  a  guiding  God.  Not  a  God 
delivering  His  people  and  then  leaving  them  to  blind  chance; 
but  going  with  them,  preserving,  sustaining,  and  carrying  them 
safely  to  the  place  He  had  graciously  designed  for  them  near  to 
Himself.  Read  ver.  17:  "Thou  shalt  bring  them  in,  and  plant 
them  in  the  mountain  of  Thine  inheritance,  in  the  place,  0  LORD, 
which  Thou  hast  made  for  Thee  to  dwell  in,  in  the  sanctuary, 
0  Lord,  which  Thy  hands  have  established."  There  we  have 
glorious  certainty,  **  Thou  shalt  bring  them  in."  We  have  also 
a  glorious  spot,  "  the  mountain  of  Thine  inheritance,"  the  Mount 
Zion  which  He  loves,  for  which  He  has  unceasing  desire,  and 
where  He  will  rest  and  be  eternally  glorified.  We  have  also  a 
place  of  defence  and  devotion — "the  sanctuary" — a  place 
where  JEHOVAH  Three-in-One  and  One-in-Three  will  be 
worshipped  and  adored  in  spirit  and  in  truth.  Look  at  the  con- 
clusion of  this  song,  **  The  LORD  shall  reign  for  ever  and  ever." 
Sovereignty  is  breathed  in  every  sentence  of  it.  The  children 
of  Israel  rejoiced  with  Moses  and  Miriam  in  the  contemplation 
of  JEHOVAH'S  glorious  triumphs  and  their  own  gracious 
deliverance  from  bondage. 

From  the  shore  of  the  Red  Sea  they  journeyed  tiiree  days  in 
the  wilderness.  Surely  a  purposing  and  promising  God  will 
manifest  Himself  in  performing  and  providing.  Yes,  He  will ; 
but  it  must  be  in  His  own  way,  and  at  His  own  time.  He  tells 
us  in  Isa.  Iv.  8,  9 :  "  For  My  thoughts  are  not  your  thoughts, 
neither  are  your  ways  My  ways,  saith  the  LORD.  For  as  the 
heavens  are  higher  than  the  earth,  so  are  My  ways  higher  than 
your  ways,  and  My  thoughts  than  your  thoughts."  His  thoughts 
are  a  great  deep.  In  the  contemplation  of  them,  as  far  as  He  is 
pleased  to  reveal  them  to  our  spiritual  understanding,  we 
are  lost  in  wonder  and  adoration.     So  was  the  apostle  Pauiwhen 
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He  cried  out,  "  0  the  depths  of  the  riches  both  of  the  wisdom 
and  knowledge  of  God  1  how  unsearchable  are  His  judgments, 
and  His  ways  past  finding  out  1 "  We  have  the  declaration  of 
the  written  Word,  and  it  is  a  very  easy  matter  to  quote 
it  in  proof  of  Divine  sovereignty.  I  remember,  in  my  younger 
days,  I  had  a  host  of  passages  ready  at  hand  to  meet  the  objec- 
tions of  any  Arminian  or  free-wilier  who  might  call  into  question 
the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  JEHOVAH.  But  I  have 
since  been  taught  that  it  is  one  thing  to  see  the  tnith  written  in 
the  Word,  and  another  altogether  to  have  it  written  in  my 
heart's  experience.  It  is  a  vast  and  mighty  privilege  to  be  able 
to  enter  into  the  spiritual  and  hidden  treasures  of  those  words, 
'*  0  the  depths  of  the  riches  both  of  the  wisdom  and  knowledge 
of  God !  *'  If  there  are  depths,  into  them,  in  some  measure,  1 
must  descend  before  I  can  have  any  spiritual  and  intelligent 
apprehension  of  them.  Into  the  depths  He  has  lovingly  brought 
me  to  understand  a  little  of  His  gracious  dealings  with  the  elect 
sons  and  daughters  of  men.  I  do  not  boast  of  my  knowledge  or 
attainments,  and  ofttentiraes  the  terrible  question  exercises  my 
mind,  Have  my  pulpit  ministrations  been  merely  talk  t  In  the 
divisions  of  Reuben  there  are  great  searchings  of  heart.  See  1 
"  Let  Reuben  live,  and  not  die :  and  let  his  men  be  few  "  (Deut. 
xxxiii.  6).  You  may  rest  assured  of  this,  where  there  are  great 
searchings  of  heart,  Reuben's  men  will  be  few.  I  know  some  of 
you  are  ready  to  say,  Does  not  the  passage  read,  **Let  not  his 
men  befew  t "  Yes,  it  does  ;  but  if  you  turn  to  it,  you  will  find 
the  "  not "  is  in  italics.  Why  our  translators  put  it  there  I  can- 
not tell,  for  the  men  of  the  Firstborn,  the  men  who  excel 
in  strength,  the  men  in  experimental  union  with  God's  Firstborn, 
are  very  few  and  far  between. 

After  the  song  of  victory  the  ransomed  Israelites  journeyed, 
no  doubt  with  joyous  spirits,  to  Shur,  and  found  no  water. 
This  disappointment  would  naturally  damp  their  ardour  and 
change  tneir  songs  to  sighs.  Such  is  the  experience  of 
that  flock  which  God  has  redeemed  and  brings  to  Himself  by 
the  voice  of  the  good,  great,  and  gentle  Shepherd,  and  by  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Disappointment  is  added  to  dis- 
appointment, trial  to  trial,  temptation  to  temptation,  to  wean 
the  soul  from  earthly  things  and  satisfy  it  with  God's  fulness  of 
grace  and  love  whicn  is  in  Christ  Jesus.  When  God  commanded 
the  paschal  lamb  to  be  slain,  its  blood  sprinkled  upon  the  lintels 
and  door-posts  of  the  houses  of  Israel,  and  its  carcase  roasted,  it 
was  to  be  eaten  with  bitter  herbs.  As  was  the  type,  so  is  the 
antitype.  So  it  is  now  with  us  who  are  blessed  with  the 
assurance  of  salvation  and  security  beneath  the  blood  of  sprink- 
ling. Look  at  that  glorious  declaration  in  Exodus  xii.  13  :  And 
when  you  have  appropriated  the  blood  by  faith  ?  No  1  When 
ou  believe  in  the  blood?    No  I     When  you  trust  in  the  blood? 

!     When  you  see  the  blood?    Nol     But,  "when  I  see  the 
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blood,  I  will  pass  over  you."  The  free-wilier  and  free-worker 
will  ask,  Are  you  not  going  to  give  us  some  part  or  lot 
in  the  matter?  Yes,  just  as  much  as  the  babe  at  the  breast  or 
in  the  womb  had  at  that  time.  Bless  God,  the  little  ones  were  as 
safe  as  the  father,  who,  as  the  priest  of  the  family,  had  sprinkled 
the  blood  for  their  security.  This  teaches  me  that  the  little 
ones  in  ^ace  who  can  scarcely  lisp  a  single  promise  of  God's 
blessed  Word,  the  sick  and  sorrowml  who  can  scarcely  sigh  out 
a  lon^ng  or  desire  in  Scriptural  lan^age,  are  as  safe  within  the 
bounds  of  omnipotent  and  sovereign  love,  in  the  arms  of  a 
precious  Christ,  m  the  lap  of  eternal  affection,  as  those  who  can 
sing  loudly  of  JEHOVAH'S  grace  and  favour.  Mark  1  "  And 
they  shall  eat  the  flesh  in  the  night,  roast  vnth  fire,  and  un- 
leavened bread ;  and  with  bitter  herbs  shall  they  eat  it "  (Exod. 
xii.  8).  As  assuredly  as  we  have  been  brought  by  redeeming 
love  into  the  sanctuary  of  God,  to  feed  upon  the  provisions  of 
His  grace,  to  eat  the  flesh  and  drink  the  blood  of  the  Son  of 
Man,  and  to  feast  upon  His  love,  we  shall  also  feed  upon  very 
bitter  portions.  With  precious  faith  we  shall  experience  accursed 
unbeUef.  With  the  intensity  of  spiritual  desire  for  the  compiany 
of  our  own  Beloved  we  shall  ofttimes  mourn  over  the  spirit  of 
wretched  indifference.  Sometimes  enjoying  the  sweets  of  ever- 
lasting love,  and  at  other  times  plaintively  crying, "  Saw  ye  Him 
whom  my  soul  loveth?  "  only  to  be  met  with  blows  from  Zion's 
watchmen.  Yes,  it  is  painfully  but  profitably  true,  that  with 
our  Paschal  Lamb  we  shall  have  our  bitter  herbs. 

Now  see  how  this  is  set  before  us  in  the  call  and  regeneration 
of  Saul  of  Tarsus.  From  the  bright  light  of  His  glory,  the  Son 
of  Man  called  unto  him, "  Saul,  Saul,  why  persecutest  thou  Me  t " 
This  is  the  most  wonderful  instance  of  spiritual  regeneration  we 
have  recorded  in  the  whole  Book  of  God.  There  are  those  who 
are  ever  ready  to  define  the  exact  way  in  which  the  Lord  must 
bring  His  child  from  death  unto  life,  and  through  ji^ace  to  glory. 
I  tell  you  plainly  1  cannot  do  it,  for  such  a  work  is  beyond  my 
reach  and  apprehension.  God  reserves  to  Himself  the  right  to 
know  the  particular  experience  and  pathway  of  each  of  His 
children.  One  child  He  brings  into  His  family  through  the 
South  gate,  and  takes  it  home  to  glory  through  the  North  gate. 
Another  He  brings  in  at  the  North,  and  takes  it  home  by  the 
South.  Another  He  brings  into  the  rich  experience  of  His  love 
in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye.  Objector  says,  **  That  is  not  accord- 
ing to  my  experience/'  Be  it  so ;  but  it  was  the  experience  of 
the  thief  upon  the  cross.  Were  you  taught  in  so  short  a  space 
of  time  as.  the  three  thousand  upon  we  day  of  Pentecost? 
Indeed  you  were  not,  therefore  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  you 
to  bind  down  all  God's  children  to  your  line  of  experience. 
Such  a  course  is  but  to  limit  the  Holy  One  of  Israel,  because  of 
which  God  has  very  serious  and  solemn  reckonings  with  manv 
of  His  people,  yet  He  deals  very  graciously  and  tenderly  witn 
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them.  In  reading  the  account  of  the  call  of  Saul,  we  see  the 
truth  which  flowed  from  the  lips  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
Himself  wais  that  of  living  and  sympathetic  union.  "  Why 
persecutest  thou  Me  I  " — that  is,  in  the  persons  of  My  members. 
The  Lord  said  to  Ananias,  who  was  afraid  of  Saul,  "  Go  thy 
way :  for  ho  is  a  chosen  vessel  unto  Me,  to  bear  My  name  before 
the  GentileSy  and  kings,  and  the  children  of  Israel :  for  I  trill 
show  him  how  cjrectt  things  he  must  suffer  far  My  sake.^^  Thus  Paul 
was  brought  into  the  enjoyment  of  his  Saviour's  love,  and  to 
the  knowledfi^e  that  he  must  suffer  for  His  sake.  We  see  the 
sweets  and  bitters  of  true  spiritual  experience  revealed  in  2 
Cor.  xii.  2 — 10.  In  one  verse  we  see  Paul  high  in  the  heights 
of  covenant  favour ;  in  another  he  is  low  in  a  low  place,  praying 
for  deliverance  from  the  power  of  sin  and  Satan.  In  the 
heavenUes  he  hears  rapturous  words  of  grace  and  glory  not 
possible  for  man  to  utter ;  amid  the  earthlies  he  experienced 
the  rankling  of  the  thorn  in  the  flesh  and  the  buffetings  of  the 
messenger  of  Satan. 

II. — The  words  of  our  text  describe  the  providential  expe- 
rience of  ancient  Israel,  and  tjjrpify  the  spiritual  experience  of 
the  Israel  of  God  during  its  pilgrim  journey  to  the  rest  above. 
*'  And  they  went  three  days  in  the  wilderness  and  found  no 
water."  A  step,  as  it  were,  from  the  sweets  of  deliverance  by 
the  hand  of  a  covenant  God  to  the  bitterest  necessity  that 
mortal  can  possibly  experience.  They  "found  no  water." 
Have  you  ever  been  there  spiritually  and  experimentally? 
Brought  by  a  gracious  God  into  the  rich  enjoyment  of  His 
redeeming  love  and  delivering  power,  so  that  you  are  able  to 
join  with  Paul,  "  Giving  thanks  unto  the  Father,  which  hath 
made  us  meet  to  be  partakers  of  the  inheritance  of  the  saints 
in  light :  who  hath  delivered  us  from  the  power  of  darkness, 
and  hath  translated  us  into  the  kingdom  of  His  dear  Son " 
(CoL  i.  12,  13).  You  shall  also  wander  to  spots  where  you  will 
find  no  water.  Yes,  you  shall  know  what  it  is  to  possess  that 
spiritual  blessing  which  is  so  contrary  to  poor  human  nature : 
**  Blessed  are  they  which  do  hunger  and  thirst  after  righteous- 
ness" (Matt.  V.  6).  You  must  be  brought  to  that  spot  of 
covenant  favour  so  blessedly  described  in  that  precious  portion, 
Isaiah  xU.  17.  Why  do  I  call  it  precious?  Because  it  has  been 
made  so  to  me  many  times.  "  When  the  poor  and  needy  seek 
water,  and  there  is  none,  and  their  tongue  faileth  for  thirsty  I 
the  LORD  will  hear  them,  I  the  God  of  Israel  will  not  forsake 
them."  Some  of  you  may  be  seeking  the  water  of  grace  and 
life  in  the  sanctuary  this  momine,  and  have  found  the  preacher 
adrysprinsindeed.  Someof  youhave  been  looking  withanxiety, 
prayer,  and  supplication  for  the  God  of  all  grace  to  bless  you 
with  refreshing  streams  of  life  and  love ;  but  you  are  left  cold, 
dry,  barren,  and,  according  to  your  judgment,  lifeless.^  You 
have  prayed  until  all  power  to  pray  is  gone.    Yom^spiritual 
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thirst  is  so  intense  that  you  know  not  what  to  pray  for  as  you 
ought.  Look  at  that  1  "  Their  tongue  faileth  for  thirst,  I  the 
LOflD  will  hear  them."  When  all  power  to  pray  is  gone; 
when  the  poor  and  needy  are  restrained  and  cannot  express 
their  wants,  then  the  gmcious  Intercessor,  who  opens  His  mouth 
for  the  dumb,  and  pleads  the  cause  of  the  poor,  hears  them, 
pleads  for  them,  and  blesses  them  with  the  fulfilment  of  His 
promise  to  them  :  "  I  will  open  rivers  in  high  places,  and  fountains 
in  the  midst  of  the  valleys :  1  will  make  the  wilderness  a  pool 
of  water,  and  the  dry  land  springs  of  water."  That  is  the  way 
in  which  our  blessed  Redeemer  reveals  His  kindness  and  His 
care. 

The  children  of  Israel  were  brought  on  their  way  to  Marah. 
From  a  place  of  drought  to  water.  With  eagei-ness  they  drink  ; 
they  are  disappointed ;  the  water  is  bitter;  drink  it  they  cannot. 
This  is  a  lively  type  of  the  many  bitter  disappointments  God's 
children  ofttimes  experience  in  the  journeyings  through  this 
wilderness  world.  Many  of  you  know  what  that  means  in 
Revelation  x.  9,  10:  "And  I  went  unto  the  angel,  and  said 
unto  him.  Give  me  the  little  book.  And  he  said  unto  me,  Take 
it,  and  eat  it  up  ;  and  it  shall  make  thy  belly  bitter,  but  it  shall 
be  in  thy  mouin  sweet  as  honey.  And  I  took  the  little  book 
out  of  the  angels  hand,  and  ate  it  up  ;  and  it  was  in  my  mouth 
sweet  as  honey :  and  as  soon  as  I  nad  eaten  it,  my  belly  was 
bitter."  This  reminds  me  of  the  collect  which  we  find  at  the 
beginning  of  some  of  our  Bibles :  "  Blessed  Lord,  who  has 
caused  all  holy  Scriptures  to  be  written  for  our  learning,  grant 
that  we  may  in  such  wise  hear  them,  read,  mark,  learn,  and 
inwardly  digest  t/iemJ*     Sometimes  we  little  think  what  we  are 

E raying  for  when  the  cry  ascends  for  this  inward  digesting  of 
divine  truth.  When  God's  truth  is  eaten,  the  mouth  is  sweet. 
See  Jer.  xv.  16  :  "  Thy  words  were  found,  and  I  did  eat  them  ; 
and  Thy  Word  was  unto  me  the  joy  and  rejoicing  of  my  heart ;  " 
but  Jeremiah  frequently  found  that  spiritual  digestion  was 
attended  by  very  bitter  experiences.  Let  us  notice  a  few  of  the 
bitter  things  experienced  by  the  children  of  God  as  they  pass 
along  their  wilderness  journey  to  that  rest  provided  for  them  up 
yonder.  Turn  with  me  to  Exodus  i.  14  :  "  And  they  made  their 
lives  bitter  with  hard  bondage,  in  mortar,  and  in  brick,  and  in 
all  manner  of  service  in  the  field :  all  their  service,  wherein 
they  made  them  serve,  was  with  rigour."  This  is  a  striking 
type,  in  which  we  see  the  spiritual  Israel  brought  under  the 
convicting  power  of  God's  holy,  just,  and  fiery  Taw.  The  law 
requires  perfect,  unvarying,  spiritual,  and  inward  obedience  to 
all  its  commands,  and  entire  conformity  to  all  its  demands. 
With  the  revelation  of  its  requirements,  helplessness  is  expe- 
rienced. It  was  so  fuUv  in  my  case.  I  can  sincerely  enter  into 
the  depths  of  the  apostle's  declaration :  **  When  the  command- 
ment came,  sin  revived,  and  I  died."    It  is  not,  when  I  went  to 
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the  commandment,  read  it  on  tables  of  stone,  or  saw  it  in  God's 
Book ;  but  when  it  came  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  to  my 
heart,  sin  revived,  inability  was  experienced,  I  could  not  do  the 
things  that  I  would,  I  desired  to  yield  the  full  tale  of  obedience, 
but  the  fearful  words  sounded  in  my  ears :  "  Cursed  is  every 
one  that  continueth  not  in  all  things  written  in  the  book  of  the 
law  to  do  them  "  (Gal.  iii.  10).  Gracious  deliverance  from  this 
was  mine  when  the  Law-FulfiUer  was  revealed  in  the  perfection 
of  His  obedience  and  Suretyship  sufferings  to  my  anxious, 
waiting  heart.  Now  look  at  Exodus  xvii.  8 :  **  Then  came 
Amalek,  and  fought  with  Israel  in  Rephidim."  Amalek  is  a 
type  of  the  flesh.  The  Israelites  delivered  from  the  bondage  of 
the  Egyptians  now  endured  the  attacks  of  the  Amalekites.  Am 
I  delivered  from  the  curse  and  condemnation  of  the  law  ?  It  is 
to  experience  the  bondage  of  corruption  and  the  burden  of  the 
flesh.  Remember  this,  as  assuredly  as  you  are  delivered  from 
the  work  of  the  law,  it  will  be  to  experience  the  worry  of  the 
flesh.  This  is  seen  in  the  apostle's  line  of  argument  in  Romans 
viL,  but  seen  hy  very  few.  In  the  first  part  of  the  chapter  he 
describes  his  bitterness  under  the  bondage  and  burden,  curse 
condemnation  of  the  law.  In  the  latter  part  he  relates  the  con- 
flict he  experienced  between  the  flesh  and  the  spirit.  No  hypo- 
crite or  mere  professor  can  understand  the  spiritual  nature  of 
JEHOVAH'S  dealings  with  His  people,  or  apprehend  ought  of 
the  thorough  badness  and  baseness  of  the  flesh.  Many  have 
said  concerning  me,  ^'That  man  goes  too  far;  he  exaggerates  in 
his  statements  of  human  depravity."  Does  he  I  No  doubt  he 
does  according  to  the  unscriptural  notions  of  the  dignity  and 
excellence  of  human  nature ;  but,  God  knows,  1  do  not  exagger- 
ate according  to  what  I  know  of  my  own  wretched  nature  in  the 
light  of  JEHOVAH'S  glory.  By  the  teaching  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
every  true-bom  child  of  God  is  taught  to  confess,  "  For  I  know 
that  in  me  (that  is,  in  my  flesh)  dwelleth  no  good  thing ;  for  to 
will  is  present  with  me ;  but  how  to  perform  that  which  is  good 
I  find  not."  From  the  experience  of  this  he  cries  in  the  bitter- 
ness of  his  soul,  ^'  0  wretched  man  that  I  am  I  who  shall  deliver 
me  from  the  body  of  this  death  ?  "  See  1  With  the  revelation 
of  Christ  in  him  the  Hope  of  glory,  he  declares,  "  I  thank  God 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord."  Mark  you,  this  is  future.  It 
is  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  I  shall  eventually  be  delivered 
from  this  body  of  death  when  the  flesh  goes  down  to  corruption, 
and  mv  ransomed  spirit  ascends  to  its  native  home  and  heaven. 
For  this  my  heaven-born  spirit  longsTand  sighs,  and,  blessed  be 
God,  such  sighing  is  very  sweet.  Here  I  am  reminded  of  a 
verse  which  was  made  very  precious  to  my  soul  on  Friday  last, 
in  the  train,  and  which  I  could  not  resist  quoting  in  a  sick 
chamber,  and  again  at  our  prayer  meeting  in  the  evening, — 


**  Sonl  that  hast  fled  to  Jesus,  cease  thy  sighing  ; 
Tis  Ckrist  within  thee  seeks  the  Christ  above  i 
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It  is  His  Spirit  with  thy  spirit  crying. 
For  clearer  revelations  of  His  love.'* 


Precious  truth !  God  in  Christ  enjoyed  is  the  all  in  all  of  true 
Christian  experience. 

The  law  demanding  and  denouncing,  and  the  flesh  opposing 
and  oppressing,  are  bitter  things  indeed.  But  these  are  not  all 
to  the  living  children  of  God.  We  see  this  in  the  experience  of 
Hannah,  as  recorded  in  1  Sam.  i.  She  knew  the  truth  of 
Solomon's  words,  "Hope  deferred  maketh  the  heart  sick" 
(Prov.  xiii.  12)  ;  and,  "  The  heart  knoweth  his  own  bitterness ; 
and  a  stranger  doth  not  intermeddle  with  his  joy"  (Prov.  xiv. 
10).  Hannah  prayed  in  bitterness  of  soul  to  her  God.  Eli 
noticed  her  lips  moving,  but  heard  not  her  words.  He  thought 
she  was  drunken.  She  meekly  met  the  charge  of  drunkenness, 
"  and  said.  No,  my  lord,  I  am  a  woman  of  a  sorrowful  spirit " 
(margin,  hard  of  spirit)  ;  I  have  drunk  neither  wine  nor  strong 
drink  :  but  have  poured  out  my  soul  before  the  LORD.  Count 
not  thine  handmaid  for  a  daughter  of  BeUal :  for  out  of  the 
abundance  of  my  complaint  and  grief  have  I  spoken  hitherto.'* 
From  whence  arose  this  bitterness  of  soul?  From  hope 
deferred,  prayers  unanswered,  petitions  unheeded,  and  from  the 
sore  provokings  of  her  bitterest  adversary.  How  many  of  us 
know  what  it  is  to  carry  unanswered  petitions  again  and  again 
to  the  throne  of  grace  ?  We  pray  over  and  over  again  for  the 
revelation  of  Himself  to  our  waiting  hearts,  and  to  see  His  power 
and  glory  so  as  we  have  seen  it  in  the  sanctuary  (Psa.  Ixiii.  1, 
2)  ;  but  we  receive  no  answer.  We  are  like  that  poor  dog  of  a 
woman  who  left  a  devil  in  her  house  and  begged  for  the  help 
of  her  only  Deliverer,  "  hut  He  answered  her  not  a  word''*  (Matt. 
XV.  23).  Tell  me,  Is  such  an  experience  as  that  sweet  to  you  ? 
No  1  It  is  bitterness  itself.  You  long  for  the  joy  of  His  presence ; 
but  the  dreariness  of  desertion  is  yours.  You  long  for  His  loved 
embrace,  and  you  experience  the  very  hug  of  the  devil.  You 
sigh  for  the  light  of  His  countenance ;  but  you  remain  in  the 
darkness  of  spiritual  desertion.  You  groan  to  enjoy  the  sweets 
of  His  salvation ;  but  the  bitterness  of  sin  is  felt  in  all  you  do, 
ay,  and  it  is  bitter  for  you  to  know  that  all  you  do  is  sin. 

Bereavement  is  a  bitter  ingredient  in  the  pilgrim's  cup. 
You  see  this  in  the  case  of  Naomi.     There  is  something  so 

{>recious  in  that  entreaty  of  Ruth  when  Naomi  reijuested  her  to 
eave  her :  "  Intreat  me  not  to  leave  thee,  or  to  return  from 
following  after  thee ;  for  whither  thou  goest,  I  will  go ;  and 
where  thou  lodgest,  I  will  lodge  ;  thy  people  shall  be  my  people, 
and  thy  God  my  God ;  where  thou  diest  will  I  die,  and  there 
will  I  be  buried ;  the  LORD  do  so  to  me,  and  more  also,  if  ought 
but  death  part  thee  and  me  "  (Ruth  i.).  It  is  very  blessed  when 
we  are  able  to  say  that  spiritually  and  experimentally  to  a 
precious  Christ.  Naomi  had  lost  her  husband  and  her  two^sons : 
**  And  it  came  to  pass  when  they  " — Naomi  and  Ruth — **  were 
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come  to  Bethlehem,  that  all  the  city  was  moved  about  them, 
and  they  said,  Is  this  Naomi  ?  And  she  said  unto  them,  Call  me 
not  Naomi,  call  me  Mara ;  for  the  Almighty  hath  dealt  very 
bitterly  with  me."  Some  who  are  now  soaring  in  the  heights  of 
covenant  favour  may  find  fault  with  Naomi  for  her  complaining. 
I  do  not.  I  know  it  is  part  of  the  pathway  of  every  child  of 
God.  Let  death  cast  its  dark  shaaow  over  any  member  of 
your  family,  over  a  child  near  and  dear  to  your  heart,  over 
the  nearest  and  dearest  object  of  your  affection,  and  will 
that  be  sweet  to  you  ?  There  are  two  or  three  in  this  place 
this  morning  who  know  little  or  nothing  of  the  anxiety,  grief, 
and  bitter  importunity  my  heart  has  experienced  with  God  on 
their  behalf,  wiat  He  would  spare  the  lile  which  seemed  to  hajig 
upon  a  thread.  Yes,  death  is  bitter  to  the  heart  of  the  living 
child  of  God  when  He  who  is  the  Resurrection  and  the  Life 
seems  far  away.  The  rumbling  of  the  wheels  of  His  chariot  of 
love  may  be  heard  in  the  distance,  and  instead  of  deliverance, 
disappointment  is  experienced  in  the  soul. 

Talk  about  bitters !  Look  at  the  experience  of  our  old  friend 
Job.  Turn  to  his  third  chapter,  verse  20 :  "  WTierefore  is  light 
given  to  him  that  is  in  misery,  and  life  imto  the  bitter  in  soul?  ^ 
I  have  asked  the  question  many  times,  How  is  it  that  life  has 
been  given  to  me  that  I  should  experience  so  much  bitterness  of 
soul  because  of  the  absence  of  Him  1  love,  and  the  presence  of 
him  I  hate  t  I  desire  His  salvation,  yet  mourn  over  sin's  power 
in  me.  I  long  for  rest  in  the  bosom  of  my  Beloved,  yet  groan 
beneath  the  buffetings  of  the  evil  one.  "  Which  long  for  death, 
but  it  Cometh  not :  and  dig  for  it,"  mentally  and  spiritually, 
'*  more  than  for  hid  treasures."  Why  is  this  allowed?  or.  Why 
was  it  ordained  t  That  God  might  display  the  riches  of  His 
grace  in  the  deliverance  of  His  child  from  every  spot  and  experi- 
ence of  bitterness.  Now  turn  to  the  thirteenth  chapter,  verse 
23,  where  Job  declares  the  sovereignty  of  JEHOVAH  in  the 
bitterness  he  experienced.  "How  many  are  mine  ini(]^uitie8  and 
sins?  make  me  to  know  my  transgression  and  my  sm."  I  do 
not  think  Job  prayed  that  prayer  a  second  time.  I  cannot 
prav  it  all.  I  do  not  wish  for  God  to  show  me  my  transgression 
and  my  sin.  To  know  their  number  would  crush  me.  I  know 
too  nuich  of  them  in  this  pulpit  for  my  comfort  and  happiness. 
•<  Wherefore  hidest  Thou  Thy  face,  and  boldest  me  for  Thine 
enemy?"  He  had  unwittingly  asked  God  for  this  very  experi- 
ence. If  I  see  my  iniouities,  sins,  and  transgressions,  the  face  of 
my  God  must  be  hidden  from  me.  "  Wilt  Thou  break  a  leaf 
driven  to  and  fro  ?  and  wilt  Thou  pursue  the  dry  stubble  ?  For 
Thou  writest  bitter  things  against  me,  and  makest  me  to  possess 
the  iniquities  of  my  youth."  He  asked  for  all  this,  and  now 
mourns  over  it  in  the  bitterness  of  his  soul.  Look  at  another 
case  of  bitterness  in  the  experience  of  Job.  "  Even  to-day  is 
my  complaint  bitter;  my  stroke  is  heavier  than  mygp*oaning. 
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Oh  that  I  knew  where  I  might  find  Him."  The  bitterness  of 
Job's  complaint  arose  from  the  absence  of  the  loved  one  of  his 
heart.  Turn  to  his  twentynseventh  chapter,  verse  2  :  "As  God 
liveth,  who  hath  taken  away  my  judgment;  and  the  Almighty 
who  hath  vexed  my  soul,"  or,  ^^made  my  soul  bitter^  Jot) 
acknowledges  his  God  in  all  his  ways,  bitter  as  well  as  sweet, 
Hezekiah  was  no  stranger  to  these  things.  He  says,  "  What 
shall  I  say  ?  He  hath  both  spoken  unto  me,  and  Himself  hath 
done  it ;  I  shall  go  safely  all  my  years  in  the  bitterness  of  my 
soul.  Behold,  for  peace  I  had  great  bitterness."  My  God  has 
done  all  this  by  crossing  me  in  my  purposes,  thwarting  my 
plans,  bUghting  my  hopes,  and  thus  weaning  my  heart  from 
earthly,  sensual,  and  devilish  things,  that  I  may  nnd  my  all  in 
Him  and  in  Him  alone. 

It  is  a  blessed  privilege  to  lose  the  taste  of  the  bitters  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  sweets.  When  the  people  murmured  against 
Moses,  he  cried  unto  the  LORD.  This  was  the  very  best  thing 
for  him  to  do.  "  And  the  LORD  showed  him  a  tree,  which 
when  he  had  cast  into  the  waters,  the  waters  were  made  sweet." 
A  tree  1  This  leads  our  minds  to  the  "  Apple  tree  among  the 
trees  of  the  wood,"  even  the  Father  s  Beloved,  and  the  Church's 
Beloved,  under  whose  shadow  we  delight  to  sit  down  and  find 
His  fruit  sweet  to  our  taste.  What  is  His  fruit  t  His  suretyship 
suflferings.  His  precious  blood,  His  perfect  obedience.  His  pre- 
valent intercession.  A  tree.  The  Tree  of  Life  whose  leaves  are 
for  the  healing  of  the  nations  of  the  saved  (Rev.  xxii.  1,  2). 
Yes,  it  is  the  Tree  of  Life  which  is  the  desire  of  every  living 
soul.  The  Desire  cometh,  a  Tree  of  Life  (Prov.  xiii.  12).  Then, 
to  the  hungry  soul  all  bitter  things  are  turned  to  sweetness 
(Prov.  xxvii.  7).  When  Christ,  the  Tree  of  Life,  appears,  in  the 
midst  of  the  bitter  waters  of  affiction,  sorrow,  trial,  temptation, 
and  tribulation,  we  delight  to  sip  at  the  sweet  waters  which 
flow  so  gently  around  us,  and  rejoice  to  find  that  instead  of 
hateful  sin  we  have  full  salvation,  our  mourning  is  turned  to  joy, 
our  darkness  to  Hght,  our  bitters  to  sweets.  We  glory  in  the 
blessed  assurance  of  life  through  His  death,  of  pardon  through 
His  precious  blood,  justification  through  His  perfect  righteous- 
ness, acceptance  through  His  all-prevalent  intercession,  and 
the  perfection  of  grace  and  glory  in  His  adorable  pereon. 

May  the  Lord  add  His  blessing  for  His  name's  sake.    Amen. 
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"Aiid  I  looked,  and,  lo,  a  Lamb  stood  on  the  Mount  Zion,  and  with  Him  an 
hundred  and  forty  and  four  thousand,  having  His  Father*8  name  written  in  their 
foreheads. 

"And  I  heard  a  Toice  from  heaven,  as  the  voice  of  many  waters,  and  as  the  voice 
of  a  great  thunder ;  and  I  heard  the  voice  of  harpers  harping  with  their  harps. 

"And  they  sung  as  it  were  a  new  song  before  the  throne,  and  before  the  four 
living  Clotures,  and  the  elders,  and  no  man  could  learn  that  song  but  the  hundred 
and  forty  and  four  thousand,  which  were  redeemed  from  the  earth.*' — Rev.  xiv.  1—3. 

IT  is  a  blessed  privilege  to  be  able  to  sine  with  the  spirit,  and 
with  the  understanding  also,  that  glorious  hymn  of  old 
John  Kent*8,  with  which  we  commenced  this  morning's 
service.*  It  is  an  unspeakable  mercy  to  experience  spiritual 
oneness  with  the  company  described  therein,  and  to  know,  by 
the  teaching  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  that  we  have  a  place  and  a 
position  upon  Mount  Zion,  in  union  with  the  Lamb,  utteriy 
unknown  to  the  worid,  into  the  enjoyment  of  which  formalists, 
Pharisees,  and  mere  professors  can  never  enter. 

It  is  our  lot  this  morning,  in  humble  dependence  upon  the 
gracious  guidance  of  the  glorifier  of  the  Father's  Christ,  to  seek 
a  little  instruction,  comfort,  and  edification  from  the  portion  I 
have  read  by  way  of  text  in  its  connection  down  to  the  end  of 
the  5th  verse.  There  we  have  a  marvellous  unfolding  of  Divine 
truth, upon  which  those  who  are  spiritual  amon^  us  love  to  feed; 
a  precious  revelation  of  select  society  in  the  midst  of  which  we 
desire  to  be  found,  and  a  glorious  description  of  consecrated 
ground,  which  many  of  us  are  sometimes  privileged  to  tread. 

*  See  hymn  on  page  280. 
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We  will  look  ai  the  subject  according  to  the  following 
arrangement, — 

I. — The  reserve — The  Lamb  and  His  company. 
II. — Their  rejoicing — "And  I  heard  a  voice  from  heaven, 
as  the  voice   of  many  waters,  and  as  the  voice  of  a  great 
thmider :  and  I  heard  the  voice  of  hai-pers  harping  with  their 
harps." 

III. — Their  regeneration — "And  they  sung  as  it  were  a 
new  song  before  the  throne,  and  before  the  four  living  creatures, 
and  the  elders." 

IV. — Their  redemption — "And  no  man  could  learn  that 
song  but  the  hundred  and  forty  and  four  thousand,  which  were 
redeemed  from  the  earth. 

V. — Their  restraint — ^*  These  are  they  which  were  not 
defiled  with  women;  for  they  are  virgins." 

VI. — Their  rectitude — "These  are  they  which  follow  the 
Lamb  whithersoever  He  goeth." 

VII.— Their  righteousness— "  And  in  their  mouth  was 
found  no  guile  :  for  they  are  without  fault  before  the  throne  of 
God." 

I. — The  reserve — "And  I  looked,  and,  lo,  a  Lamb  stood  on 
the  Mount  Zion,  and  with  Him  an  hundred  and  forty  and  four 
thousand,  having  His  Father's  name  written  in  their  foreheads." 
The  first  words  of  this  gracious  revelation  of  God's  mind  sets 
forth  the  diligence  with  which  His  child  seeks  for  fresh  unfold- 
ings  of  His  mind  and  will  concerning  His  people.  John  had 
been  blessed  with  a  glorious  revelation  of  God's  Christ,  accord- 
ing to  the  description  given  in  the  first  chapter,  where  he  says, 
'*  I  was  in  the  Spirit  on  the  Lord's  day,  and  heard  behind  me  a 
great  voice,  as  of  a  trumpet.  And  I  turned  to  see  the  voice 
that  spake  unto  me.  And  being  turned  I  saw  seven  golden  candle- 
sticks. One  Uke  unto  the  Son  of  Man,  clothed  with  a  garment 
down  to  the  foot,  and  girt  about  the  paps  with  a  golden  girdle." 
He  then  gives  a  fflorious  description  of  the  mediatorial  perfec- 
tions of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  the  overpowering  effect  the 
sight  had  upon  him.  "And  when  I  saw  Him," — that  very 
One  upon  whose  breast  he  had  leaned  at  supper,  with  whom  he 
had  held  gracious  intercourse,  and  had  been  blessed  with 
hallowed  ftimih'arity ;  the  sight  of  Him  in  His  exaltation 
was  so  glorious  that,  as  John  states,  "  I  fell  at  His  feet  as  dead. 
And  He  laid  His  right  hand  upon  me,  saying  unto  me.  Fear  not : 
I  am  the  First  and  the  Last :  I  am  He  that  liveth,  and  was 
dead ;  and,  behold,  I  am  alive  for  evermore.  Amen."  Now  if 
you  look  throughout  this  Book  of  Revelation  you  will  find  John 
looking  again  and  again.  It  matters  not  if  he  be  sent  down 
into  the  deep  like  Jonah,  and  shut  out  from  the  presence  of  His 
God,  he  will  look  and  look  again.  If  he  be  on  the  mount  of. 
covenant  favour,  rejoicing  in  tne  blessed  experience  of  the  love, 
compassion,  and  sympathy  of  His  risen  Lord,  he  looks  again. 
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'^  And  I  looked,  and,  lo.*^  The  sight  was  astonishing  and 
astounding  to  the  spiritual  apprehension  and  understanding  of 
John.  "  A  Lamb  stood  on  the  Mount  Sion."  In  every  portion 
of  this  book  of  Revelation  where  the  word  ^*  Lamb  "  occurs,  it 
appears  as  a  diminutive,  meaning  "  a  little  Lamb,"  in  contrast  to 
the  ffreat  wild  beast.  Yet  He  appears  in  His  glorious  sovereignty 
in  the  midst  of  the  throne.  Turn  to  chapter  v.  6 :  **  And  I 
beheld,  and,  lo,  in  the  midst  of  the  throne  and  of  the  four  living 
creatures,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  elders,  stood  a  Lamb  as  it  had 
been  sUnn^  having  seven  horns  and  seven  eyes,  which  are  the 
seven  Spirits  of  God  sent  forth  into  all  the  earth."  Here  we  see 
the  Lamb,  small  in  the  eyes  and  estimation  of  men,  but  everj^- 
thing  in  the  eye  and  heart  of  His  Father.  "  He  was,"  and  is* 
** despised  and  rejected  of  men,"'yet  Heisinthemidstof  thethrone 
reigning  and  ruling  over  all  men,  events,  and  circumstances. 
Though  men  say,  ^*  We  will  not  have  this  Lamb  to  reign  over 
us,"  they  cannot  live,  or  move,  or  have  their  being  independ- 
ently of  Him.  WTiy  this  mysterious  disparity?  That  His 
hidden  and  inquiring  disciples  may  be  taken  by  Him  into  a 
desert  place,  pnvately,  and  enjoy  the  sweet  revelation  of  these 
things  which  He  withholds  from  others.  Through  a  never-end- 
ing eternity  He  will  appear  before  His  ransomed  and  adoring 
worshippers  as  the  meek  and  lowly  One  who,  in  the  days  of  His 
flesh,  learned  how  to  sympathise  with  them  in  all  their  afflictions, 
infirmities,  and  necessities.  You  can  see  Him  revealed  thus  in 
various  portions  of  God's  blessed  Word.  Look,  for  instance,  at 
Matthew  xxv.  31,  where  He  is  described  as  coming  in  His  glory, 
with  all  the  holy  angels,  and  sitting  upon  the  throne  of  His  glory 
to  dispose  of  all  nations  accordinff  to  His  sovereign  will  and  good 
pleasure.  The  title  given  Him  here  is  not,  God,  or  the  Son  of 
God ;  but  "  the  Son  o/Man.^'  "  When  the  Son  of  man  shall  come 
in  His  glory;" — all  the  glory  with  which  He  was  invested  as 
Mediator  of  the  covenant  before  all  worlds.  Glorious  sight! 
The  Son  of  Man,  and  yet  the  Son  of  God.  The  lowly  Man,  and 
the  mighty  God  in  one  person.  Why  is  this  I  For  the  con- 
fronting and  confounding  of  all  His  people's  foes,  and  for  the 
comfort,  consolation,  and  encouragement  of  all  those  who  in 
union  with  Him  are  despised  and  rejected  of  men.  We  ofttimes 
derive  sweet  encouragement  from  the  blessed  truth  that  He  who 
at  this  very  moment  fills  the  throne  of  the  universe  is  Man  as 
well  as  God.     Hart  beautifully  expresses  this  glorious  fact, — 

**  A  Man  there  is,  a  real  Man, 

With  wounds  still  gaping  wide, 
From  which  rich  streams  of  blood  once  ran, 
In  hands,  and  feet,  and  side. 

//if  human  heart  He  still  retains. 

Though  throned  in  highest  bliss, 
And  feels  each  tempted  member's  pains— 

For  our  affliction  s  His.*' 
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He  is  the  glorious  Man  who  understands  all  the  aches^  pains, 
infirmities,  ignorances,  wants,  necessities,  sufferings,  and  soitows 
of  His  poor  pilgrim  neople  here  below.  He  is  the  Man  who  was 
in  all  points  temptea  like  unto  them,  yet  without  sin.  He  is  the 
Man  who  will  succour  all  His  tempted  ones  in  the  wilderness, 
and  will  come  in  His  glory  to  present  all  His  jewels  of  election- 
love  to  the  Father,  perfect  and  complete  in  Himself.  He  is  the 
God-Man  who  will  be  crowned  with  glory  and  honour  before  as- 
sembled worlds,  when  the  Father  will  acknowledge  the  perfection 
of  His  service  in  the  preservation,  salvation,  and  glorification  of 
every  sheep  and  lamb  committed  to  His  care  before  the  worlds 
were  framed.  But  this  will  not  be  all.  "  Do  ye  not  know  that 
the  saints  shall  judge  the  world  ?  "  (1  Cor.  vi.  2).  They  shall 
sit  with  Him  in  His  throne,  and  unite  with  Him  in  that  awful 
denunciation,  "  Depart  from  Me  ye  cursed,  into  everlasting  fire, 
prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels  "  (Matt.  xzv.  41).  And  as 
the  smoke  of  the  torment  of  the  lost  rises  up  for  ever  and  ever, 
"the  four-and-twenty  elders,  and  the  four  living  creatures  fall 
down  and  worship  God  that  sits  upon  the  throne,  saying,  Amen, 
Alleluia "  (Rev.  xix.  3,  4).  Yes,  eternal  praises  for  His  judg- 
ments, as  well  as  for  His  mercies,  shall  ascend  to  JEHOVAH 
from  the  rejoicing  hearts  of  all  His  glorified  ones  before  His 
throne. 

"And,  lo,  a  Lamb.**  Peter  speaks  of  this  blessed  One,  as,  "  a 
Lamb  without  blemish  and  witnout  spot :  who,  verily,  was  fore- 
ordained before  the  foundation  of  the  world,  but  was  manifest 
in  these  last  times  for  all  who  by  Him  do  believe  in  God " 
(1  Peter  i.  19 — 21).  He  was  the  Lamb  of  the  Father's  choice 
and  appointment,  in  whom  no  flaw  or  defect  could  ever  be 
found.  He  was  given  as  a  sacrifice  for  His  people ;  and  of  Him 
His  true  worshippers  can  sing,  "  Christ  our  Passover  is  sacri- 
ficed for  us,  therefore  let  us  keep  the  feast ;  not  with  the  old 
leaven,  neither  with  the  leaven  of  malice  and  wickedness ;  but 
with  the  unleavened  bread  of  sincerity  and  truth"  (1  Cor.  v. 
7,  8).  Pray,  why  did  God  choose  to  reveal  His  dear  Son  under 
the  figure  of  a  lamb  ?  To  set  forth  in  a  pre-eminent  manner  His 
innocence,  meekness,  gentleness,  kindness,  compassion,  and  love. 
There  is  no  creature  of  God's  forming  so  harmless  and  inoffensive 
as  the  lamb.  >  It  will  receive  injuries,  but  will  inflict  none.  Its  fleece 
clothes  the  naked.  Its  flesh  feeds  the  hungry :  in  life  and  death  it  is 
highly  prized.  In  all  these  points  we  see  the  Lamb  of  God  set 
forth  for  our  clothing,  food,  and  delight.  In  His  righteousness, 
the  obedience  of  His  sinless  life,  we  are  clothed,  and  we  rejoice 
to  know  that  His  "  flesh  is  meat  indeed,  and  His  blood  is  drink 
indeed."  "  Without  spot  or  blemish  ^  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
ever  stands  in  the  eye  of  the  Father.  In  Him  all  the  perfections 
of  grace  and  glory  shine,  and  all  these  are  made  over  to  all  those 
who  are  blessed  with  eternal  identification  with  Him.  We  see 
this  in  that  testimony  of  Paul  in  1  Cor.  vi.  17,  "  But  he  that  is 
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joined  to  the  Lord  is  spiritually  one  with  Him."  Then,  all  the 
Lamb  was  in  covenant  for  them  before  the  worlds  were  fi*amed, 
all  that  He  did  for  them  during  His  sojourn  here  upon  earth,  and 
all  that  He  is  in  the  Father's  estimation  in  glory,  shall  be  theirs 
in  spiritual  possession  throuehont  the  countless  ages  of  eternity. 
It  is  all  of  His  gjacethat  weknowthat  not  all  the  anxieties,  cares, 
and  perplexities  experienced  by  the  elect,  not  all  the  transgres- 
sions, sins,  and  iniquities  they  commit,  nor  the  sorrows,  suffer- 
ings, and  tribulations  they  endure  can  ever  affect  the  estimation 
in  which  they  are  held  by  the  Father's  eternally  loving  heart. 

Having  accomplished  His  redeeming  work,  triumphed  over 
His  people's  enemies,  and  presented  to  His  Father  a  spotless 
righteousness  for  them,  the  Lamb  is  graciously  pleased  to  bless 
them  with  spiritual  association,  fellowship,  and  intercourse  with 
Himself.  Far  above  all  terrestrial  things  He  has  ascended,  and 
having  asserted  His  dominion  and  sovereimty  over  all  things 
in  heaven,  and  earth,  and  hell,  He  reveals  Himself  as  the  Victor 
over  all  the  foes  of  His  redeemed  flock.  Turn  to  the  chap.  xvii. 
14 :  ^*  These  shall  make  war  with  the  Lamb,  and  the  Lamb  shall 
overcome  them  :  for  He  is  Lord  of  lords,  and  King  of  kings ; 
and  thev  that  are  with  Him  are  called,  and  chosen,  and  faith- 
ful." Who  are  these  enemies  of  the  Lamb  ?  Those  who  are 
occupied  with  earthly  grandeur  and  pomp,  have  the  Czar,  the 
Saltan,  and  the  Pope  ever  in  their  eyes;  but  we  are  taught 
to  look  nearer  home.  These,  witn  all  their  pomp  and 
splendour  surrounding  them,  all  the  riches  and  amuence  at 
tneir  command,  all  the  dominion  and  majesty  they  can  boast  of, 
are  three  of  the  most  miserable  wretches  outside  hell's  gates. 
But  it  is  not  for  me  to  be  looking  at  carnal  things  Uke  these. 
Throughout  the  metaphors  of  this  Book  I  see  spiritual  truths 
abounding.  In  the  friends  of  the  Lamb  I  see  my  friends,  in 
His  foes  I  see  my  foes.  In  this  portion  I  see  Infidels,  Jews, 
Turks,  Papists,  Socinians,  and  Arminians,  with  Satan  at  their 
head,  making  war  with  the  Lamb.  Abel's  death  was  not  so 
much  the  act  of  Cain  against  his  brother  as  it  was  the  act  of 
Satan  against  God's  Christ.  All  the  persecutions  which  have 
raged  against  the  Church  from  Abel's  days  to  the  present,  have 
been  aimed  at  the  Head  through  the  members,  and  as  assuredly 
as  the  Christ  of  God  is  exaltea  in  your  affections  and  mine,  as 
assuredly  as  His  name  is  known  in  your  house  and  mine,  as 
assuredly  as  His  love  is  felt  in  your  heart  and  mine,  Satan  and 
his  armies  will  make  war  a^inst  Him  in  us.  Are  we  spiritually 
one  with  Him  ?  His  suffenngs  will  abound  in  us,  but  our  con- 
solations will  abound  by  Him.  Do  His  enemies  molest  us? 
Blessed  be  His  name ;  **  the  Lamb  shall  overcome  them."  I 
love  that  declaration,  "  The  Lamb,"  not  "  the  Lion  of  the  Tribe 
of  Judah,"  shall  overcome  them.  The  precious  truth  set  before 
us  in  this  metaphor  is,  that  love  is  ever  the  greatest  conqueror. 
There  is  no   victory  appears  so   glorious  and   magnanimous 
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as  that  of  ffentlenees  in  union  with  a  precious  Christ.  K  the 
children  of  the  Uving  God  did  but  know  the  privileges  which 
are  theirs  "  in  union  with  the  Lamb,"  and  their  high  calling  of 
God  in  Christ  Jesus,  they  would  never  resent  insult  with  injury, 
nor  persecution  with  petulance,  but  in  patience  they  would 
possess  their  souls,  and  leave  their  foes  to  be  dealt  with  by  Him. 
The  meek,  the  lowly,  the  kind,  and  gentle  Lamb  will  overcome 
every  enemy  of  His  people.  In  my  dealings  with  those  who 
oppose  me  I  can  take  no  credit  to  myself.  Am  I  patient  1  It 
is  the  patience  of  Christ  in  me.  Am  I  gentle  1  It  is  the  gentle- 
ness of  Christ  shown  by  me.  Am  I  loving  t  It  is  the  love  of 
Christ  constraining  me.  The  love  of  Him  who  is  "Lord  of 
lords,  and  King  of  kings,  and  they  that  are  with  Him  are  called, 
and  chosen,  and  faithful." 

"  Loy  a  Lamb  stood  on  Mount  Zion.^*  What  is  this  Mount 
Zion  I  We  read  of  Zion,  the  stionghold  which  David  took  as  a 
refuge  for  the  halt,  the  blind,  the  lame,  and  the  maimed  who 
were  with  him.  In  this  we  see  a  glorious  type  of  the  Church  of 
God.  In  every  portion  of  the  Old  Testament  where  Zion  is 
mentioned,  we  have  something  of  the  blessedness  of  the  Church 
described.  See  Joel  ii.  32  :  "In  Mount  Zion  and  in  Jerusalem 
shall  be  deliverance,  as  the  LORD  hath  said,  and  in  the  remnant 
whom  the  LORD  shall  call."  See  this  fulfilled  in  Acts  ii.  16— 
21.  Turn  to  Obadiah  21 :  "  And  saviours  shall  come  up  on 
Mount  Zion  to  judge  the  Mount  of  Esau ;  and  the  kingdom 
shall  be  the  LORD'S."  Fulfilled  in  1  Tim.  iv.  16.  The  New 
Testament  is  the  key  which  unlocks,  unfolds,  and  reveals  the 
truths  hidden  in  Old  Testament  types,  shadows,  and  metaphors. 
See  how  God's  Zion,  God's  Church,  is  set  before  us  in  Psalm 
cxxxii.  13,  14 :  "  For  the  LORD  hath  chosen  Zion ;  He  hath 
desired  it  for  llis  habitation.  This  is  My  rest  for  ever :  here 
will  1  dwell,  for  I  have  desired  it."  Here  I  can  see  nothing  but 
the  salvation  and  security  of  elect  and  redeemed  people  of 
God.  When  I  read,  "  The  LORD  hath  founded  Zion,  and  the 
poor  of  His  people  trust  in  it,"  or  "  betake  themselves  unto  it " 
(Isaiah  xiv.  32),  I  know  that  this  is  the  Church  of  the  living: 
God.  When  I  read  in  Psalm  cxxxiii.  3,  "  For  there  the  LORD 
commanded  the  blessing,  even  life  for  evermore,"  I  am  persuaded 
it  is  the  Church  of  the  Firstborn.  When  I  read  in  Psalm  ii.  6, 
"  Yet  have  I  anointed  My  King  upon  My  holy  hill  of  Zion,*" 
I  see  there  the  elect  and  redeemed  people  of  God  with 
Christ  in  their  midst  as  God's  anointed  Prophet  to  counsel, 
guide,  and  instruct,  God's  anointed  Priest  to  atone,  intercede, 
and  bless,  and  God's  anointed  King  to  reign  over  and  in  them 
by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  We  are  not  left  in  doubt  as 
to  the  truth  of  these  things,  for  Paul  appears  to  clear  away  all 
that  may  be  vague  and  uncei-tain,  and  says,  "  But  ye  are  come." 
Where  from  ?  From  the  darkness  and  gloom  of  Sinai  to  the 
light  and  glory  of  Zion.      From  condemnation  am}  death  to 
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justificatiou  and  life.  From  distance  and  desertion  to  the  joys 
of  God's  presence  and  the  smiles  of  His  countenance.  "  But  ye 
are  come  unto  Mount  Zion,  and  unto  the  city  of  the  living  God, 
the  heavenly  Jerusalem,  and  to  an  innumerable  company  of 
angela  to  the  general  assembly  and  Church  of  the  First-born, 
which  are  written  in  heaven,  and  to  God  the  Judge  of  all,  and 
to  the  spiritsof  just  men  made  perfect,  and  to  Jesus  the  Mediator 
of  the  new  covenant,  and  to  the  blood  of  sprinkling,  that  speaketh 
better  things  than  that  of  Abel "  (Heb.  xii.  22—24). 

Here,  upon  Mount  Zion,  upon  consecrated  ground,  a  select 
company  appears.  The  delight  and  glory  of  this  favoured 
company  is  the  Lamb  as  it  had  been  slain.  As  the  redeemed  stand, 
worshipping,  and  adoring  Him,  they  have  not  only  a  reciprocity 
of  enjoyment,  but  mutual  possession  of  the  privileges  and 
immunities  which  the  Father  has  conferred  upon  them  in  the 
Son  of  His  love.  Look  at  their  number.  *Mn  hundred  and  forty 
and  four  thousand.^^  A  definite  number  given  to  set  forth  an 
indefinite.  This  is  given  not  so  much  in  reference  to  the  whole 
Church  of  the  Uving  God  as  to  that  portion  of  it,  saved,  redeemed, 
called,  regenerated,  and  perfected  "  in  union  with  the  Lamb  " 
up  to  the  close  of  the  Jewish  dispensation,  or  God's  elect  amongst 
the  Jews.  You  see  the  same  number  mentioned  in  chapter  vii. 
4 — 8 :  "  And  I  heard  the  number  of  them  which  were  sealed : 
and  there  were  sealed  an  hundred  and  forty  and  four  thousand  of 
all  the  tribes  of  the  children  of  Israel."  Come  to  verse  9  :  "After 
this  I  beheld,  and,  lo,  a  great  multitude,  which  no  man  could 
number."  Elect  Jews  and  Gentiles,  "  of  all  nations,  and 
kindreds,  and  people,  and  tongues,  stood  before  the  throne,  and 
before  the  Lamb,  clothed  with  white  robes,  and  palms  in  their 
hands.  These  are  they  which  came  out  of  great  tribulation, 
and  have  washed  their  robed,  and  made  them  white  in  the  blood 
of  the  Lamb.  Therefore  are  they  before  the  throne  of  God, 
and  serve  Him  day  and  night  in  His  temple:  and  He  that 
sitteth  on  the  throne  shall  dwell  among  them.  They  shall 
hunger  no  more,  neither  thirst  any  more ;  neither  shall  the  sun 
li^t  on  them,  nor  any  heat.  For  the  Lamb  which  is  in  the 
midst  of  the  throne  shall  feed  them,  and  shall  lead  them  unto 
living  fountains  of  waters ;  and  God  shall  wipe  away  all  tears 
from  their  eyes."  At  your  leisure  read  from  the  end  of  this 
seventh  chapter  to  the  commencement  of  the  fourteenth,  and  ^'ou 
will  find  a  record  of  the  afflictions,  persecutions,  and  privations 
experienced  by  the  remnant,  the  one  hundred  and  forty  and  four 
thousand,  yet,  according  to  the  words  of  our  text,  not  one  is 
wanting.  Let  Satan  burl  his  fiery  darts  against  the  Church, 
not  one  member  thereof  shall  be  lost.  Let  earth  and  hell 
combine  against  the  elect  of  God,  not  one  of  them  shall  be 
hurt  or  destroyed ;  not  one  of  them  shall  be  wanted  in  that 
glorious  day  when  JEHOVAH-JESUS  shall  reckon  up  His 
jewels  of  clectiou  love.    In  His  mind  the  number  of  them  is 
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definite,  but  in  the  minds  of  finite  beings  they  form  *'a  great 
multitude  which  no  man  can  number." 

"  Having  His  Fathers  name  written  in  their  foreheads,''^  What 
does  this  indicate  ?  Property,  peculiarity,  and  preciousness.  In 
ancient  times  the  commander  of  hosts  branded  his  soldiers  in 
the  forehead  that  they  might  be  known  and  distinguished  from 
all  others.  In  our  days  the  possessor  of  silver  plate  and  valu- 
ables has  his  own  mark  engraved  upon  them.  Why?  To 
distinguish  them  as  his  own  personal  property.  So  the 
whole  company  of  the  redeemed  receive  JEHOVAH'S 
mark  to  signalise  them  as  His  own  peculiar  and  precious 
property.  They  are  His  by  sovereign  decree,  creation,  power, 
redemption  price,  and  regeneration  grace.  They  are  a  peculiar 
people  to  Hmi,  and  He  is  a  God  peculiar  to  them.  He  teaches 
them  by  His  Spirit  that  they  shall  have  none  other  God  but 
Him.  To  them  He  makes  an  old  covenant  command  a  new 
covenant  reality.  The  Father's  name  is  seen  in  their  foreheads 
where  it  can  be  seen,  acknowledged,  and  feared.  Is  the  name 
of  the  Father  seen  in  your  foreheads  ?  Does  a  child-like  spirit 
appear  in  your  daily  experience  ?  You  remember  the  inscription 
upon  the  crown  of  the  Jewish  high  priest,  "HOLINESS  TO 
THE  LORD."  Mark  you,  I  say  crown,  not  mitre.  I  do  not  like 
the  term  mitre.  I  will  tell  you  why.  I  was  staying  with  a 
dear  old  rector  the  other  day,  when  he  showed  me  a  letter  he 
had  received  from  a  would-be  bishop.  On  the  comer  of  the 
letter  was  the  bishop's  crest,  a  mitre.  My  heart  sighed,  '^  Poor 
fellow,  the  mark  of  the  beast  is  upon  him."  I  said  to  my  dear 
old  friend,  "Do  you  remember  giving  me  some  few  vears 
ago  a  little  picture  representing  the  origin  of  the  bishop's 
mitre  ?  "  "I  do,"  said  he,  **  I  wirfi  you  would  ask  John  to  copy 
a  few  of  them  for  me."  John  has  copied  them,  and  off  they  are 
gone.  What  is  the  origin  of  the  bishop's  mitre  ?  If  you  can, 
consult  Hislop's  '^Two  Babylons,"  Sixth  Edition,  page  350,  where 
the  writer  says,  "  As  the  Pope  bears  the  keys  of  Janus,  so  he 
wears  the  mitre  of  Dagon.  The  excavations  of  Nineveh  have 
put  this  beyond  all  possibility  of  doubt.  The  Papal  mitre 
IS  entirely  different  from  the  mitre  of  Aaron  and  the  Jewish  high 
priests*  That  mitre  was  a  turban.  The  two-homed  mitre, 
which  the  Pope  wears  when  he  sits  on  the  high  altar  at  Rome 
and  receives  the  adoration  of  the  cardinals,  is  the  very  mitre 
worn  by  Dagon,  the  fish-god  of  the  Philistines  and  Babylonians. 
There  were  two  ways  in  which  Dagon  was  anciently  repre- 
sented. The  one  was  when  he  was  depicted  as  half-man,  half- 
fish,  the  upper  part  being  entirely  human,  the  under  part 
encUng  in  the  tail  of  a  fish.  The  other  part  was,  when,  to  use 
the  words  of  Layard,  'the  head  of  the  fish  formed  a  mitre 
above  that  of  the  man,  while  its  scaly,  fan-like  tail  fell  as  a 
cloak  behind,  leaving  \h^  human  limbs  and  feet  exposed.'  Of 
Dagon  in  this  form  Layard  gives  a  representatioulju  his  last 


THE  LAMB  AND  HIS  OOMPANY.  277 

work,  which  is  here  represented  to  the  reader ;  and  no  one  who 
examines  his  mitre,  and  compares  it  with  the  Pope's,  as  given  in 
Elliott's  '  Horoe/  can  doubt  for  a  moment  that  from  that,  and 
no  other  source,  has  the  pontifical  mitre  been  derived.    The 

S&ping  jaws  of  the  fish  surmounting  the  head  of  the  man  at 
ineveh  are  the  unmistakable  counterpart  of  the  horns  of  the 
Pope's  mitre  at  Rome.  Thus  it  was  m  the  East  at  least  five 
hundred  years  before  the  Christian  era.**  This  is  true,  and  yet 
we  have  those  who  think  they  can  stem  the  tide  of  Popery  and 
Ritualism  by  mean  of  such  tomfoolery.  There  must  be  some- 
thing spiritual,  unknown  to  the  world  and  its  men,  to  stem  the 
tide  of  error,  superstition,  and  idolatry.  Nothing  but  God  the 
Father  s  name,  revealed  in  the  person  of  the  slain  Lamb  by  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  will  avail  for  the  confronting  and  con- 
founding of  the  hosts  of  hell.  The  redeemed  have  the  Father's 
name  in  their  foreheads.  It  is  not  the  name  of  Churchman, 
nor  Reformed  Episcopal  Churchman,  nor  Baptist,  nor  Inde- 
pendent, nor  Presbyterian.  My  dear  friends,  all  these  names 
must  go  to  the  place  from  whence  they  came.  They  sprang 
from  Sie  flesh,  and  with  the  flesh  they  must  perish.  But  here 
we  have  a  name  which  all  bear  in  union  with  the  Lamb.  In 
this  name  is  seen  the  truth  borne  upon  the  crown  of  the  high 
priest,  "  Holiness  to  the  Lord."  Every  elect  and  redeemed 
sinner  must  be  separated  to  the  Lord,  distinct  with  the  Lord, 
and  distinguished  by  the  Lord.  0  what  a  mercy  it  is  to  know 
that  wherever  we  go  it  is  by  Him,  for  Him,  and  with  Him.  To 
know  that  all  I  am  spiritually  before  my  God^  in  Christ, 
makes  a  clean  sweep  of  all  sectarian  differences  and  denomi- 
national distinctions,  and  brings  me,  as  a  living  child  of  God, 
into  sweet  fellowship  with  the  Father  and  with  His  Son,  Jesus 
CSirist. 

II. — Their  Rejoicing — '*  Aod  I  heard  a  voice  from  heaven 
as  the  voice  of  many  waters,  and  as  the  voice  of  a  great 
thunder ;  and  I  heard  the  voice  of  harpers  harping  with  their 
harps."  "  A  voice  from  heaven."  What  is  it  t  It  can  be  nought 
but  the  voice  of  God,  and  those  in  blessed  and  eternal  associa- 
tion with  Him.  It  was  **  as  the  voice  of  many  waters."  Why 
the  figure  of  water  here  ?  To  show  forth  the  might  and  power 
of  those  spiritual  blessings  which  abound  in  the  Gospel  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  in  this  new  covenant  dispensa- 
tion. These  are  living  waters  which  flow  forth  from  Jerusalem 
above,  from  the  throne  of  God  and  of  the  Lamb.  This  is 
blessedly  set  forth  in  the  words  of  dear  old  John  Kent : 

"  Beneath  the  sacred  throne  of  God 
I  saw  a  river  rise, 
The  streams  were  peace  and  pard'ning  blood 
Descending  from  the  skies. 

Angelic  minds  cannot  explore 

This  deep  tmf  athom'd  sea ; 
'Tis  void  01  bottom,  brim ,  or  shore,  ^^  I 
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These  waters  communicate  life  wherevei  they  flow,  according 
to  EzekieFs  glorions  description  of  them  in  New  Testament 
times  (Ezek.  xlvii.  1 — 12).  This  is  the  water  which,  if  a  man 
drink  he  shall  live  for  ever,  as  the  Lord  Jesus  said  to  the 
Samaritan  woman :  "  But  whosoever  drinketh  of  the  water  that 
I  shall  give  him  shall  never  thirst ;  but  the  water  that  I  shall 
give  him  shall  be  in  him  a  well  of  water  springing  up  into  ever- 
lasting life  "  (John  iv.  14).  The  text  speaks  of  "  many  wateraJ^ 
These  set  forth  the  innumerable  blessings,  bounties,  and  benefits 
flowing  from  Christ  by  His  Gospel  to  the  varied  members  of 
His  one  body.  Here  we  see  the  diversity  and  unity  of  truths. 
It  is  not  the  same  portion  of  the  Word  of  Truth  that  arrests  all 
the  children  of  God.  The  regeneration  truth,  in  my  case,  may 
not  be  that  of  any  member  of  this  congregation.  God  has 
a  word  appointed  for  the  quickening  and  ingathering  of  each  of 
the  lambs  and  sheep  of  His  flock.  For  instance,  one  hears  these 
words,  **  The  soul  that  sinneth  it  shall  die,"  and  life  in  the 
experience  of  conviction  and  condemnation  is  communicated. 
Another  hears  the  words,  "  The  just  shall  live  by  faith,"  as  in 
the  case  of  Martin  Luther,  who  heard  these  words,  and  from 
that  very  moment  the  life  was  manifested  in  him.  Another 
hears  the  glorious  truth,  "The  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  His  Son 
cleanseth  us  from  all  sin,"  and  life  eternal  is  graciously  experi- 
enced. You  will  see  this  fact  set  forth  in  No.  13  of  Grove 
Chapel  Tracts,  entitled,  "  It  is  God  that  Justifieth ;  or,  An 
Evening  with  the  Little  Flock  in  Ancient  Rome."  The  tract 
describes  the  various  phases  of  Divine  justification,  and  the 
sovereignty  of  JEHOVAH  displayed  in  the  different  portions 
employed  in  bringing  His  children  to  a  knowledge  of  their 
standing  in  Christ  Jesus.  In  I  Cor.  xii.  we  see  the  many  waters 
of  Divine  grace,  love,  and  mercy  flowing  through  the  various 
channels  of  the  Spirit's  appointing,  the  different  ministers  whom 
He  qualifies  and  commissions  to  sound  forth  the  blessings  of  the 
covenant,  and  the  abounding  grace  of  God  through  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord.     "  Now  there  are  diversities  of  gifts,  but  the  same 

S>irit.    And  there  are  differences  of  administrations,  but  the  same 
ord.    And  there  are  diversities  of  operations,  but  it  is  the  same 
God  that  which  worketh  all  in  all." 

^^  And  as  tJie  voice  of  a  great  thunder J*^  Job  asks  the  question, 
'^  The  thunder  of  His  power  who  can  understand  ?  "  (Job  xxvi. 
14).  Look  at  the  glorious  description  given  of  JEHOVAH'S 
goings  forth  for  the  salvation  of  His  people  in  Hab.  iii.  4 :  "  And 
His  brightness  was  as  the  light ;  He  had  horns  coming  out  of 
His  hand  :  and  there  was  the  hiding  of  His  power."  The  voice 
of  JEHOVAH  is  described  by  thunder.  Why  ?  As  a  power  to 
wake  the  dead,  rouse  the  sluggish,  and  bring  His  people  into 
loving  association  with  Himself.  You  see  this  in  one  of  tiie  most 
magnificent  descriptions  of  a  thunder  storm  to  be  found  in  the 
English  language,  and  given  in  Psa.  xxix.  3  :  "  The  voice  of  the 
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LORD  is  upon  the  waters  :  the  God  of  glory  thuiidereth ;  the 
LORD  is  upon  many  waters.  The  voice  of  the  LORD  is 
powerful ;  the  voice  of  the  LORD  is  full  of  majesty.  The  voice 
of  the  LORD  breaketh  the  cedars ;  yea,  the  LORD  breaketh  the 
cedars  of  Lebanon  He  maketh  them  also  to  skip  like  a  calf, 
Lebanon  and  Sirion  like  a  young  unicorn.  The  voice  of  the 
LORD  divideth  the  flames  of  fire.  This,  no  doubt,  has  refer- 
ence to  the  cloven  tongues  of  fire  on  the  day  of  Pentecost. 
**  The  voice  of  the  LORD  shaketh  the  wilderness :  the  LORD 
shaketh  the  wilderness  of  Kadesh.'^  He  will  bring  His  own  into 
many  a  wilderness,  where  they  shall  experience  a  shaking  from 
earth  and  earthly  things.  Into  desolate  spots  a  precious  Christ 
shall  allure  His  bride,  from  whence  He  will  give  her  vineyards 
of  precious  fruits  and  make  the  vaUey  of  Achor,  or  confusion,  a 
door  of  hope.  "  The  voice  of  the  LORD  maketh  the  hinds 
to  calve,"  or,  **  to  be  in  pain,''  These  are  the  hinds  of  the 
resurrection  morning,  the  true  Naphtalis  who  are  let  loose  from 
the  curse  and  dominion  of  sin^  and  satisfied  with  favour  (Gen. 
xlix.  21 ;  Deut.  xxxiii.  23).  They  have  felt  the  pangs  of 
spiritual  birth,  and  ofttimes  endure  the  pains  of  godly  sorrow 
and  heartfelt  repentance.  Yes,  **The  voice  of  the  LORD 
maketh  His  hinds  to  calve,  and  discovereth  the  forests ;  and  in 
His  temple  doth  every  one  speak  of  His  glory,"  or,  "  every  whit 
of  it  uttereth  His  glory  J'  Every  part  of  God's  spiritual  temple, 
however  insignificant  or  hidden  from  view  any  portion  may 
appear,  shall  speak  of  His  glory  and  show  forth  His  praise. 
Each  stone  in  the  building  shall  hear  that  glorious  voice  which 
called  Lazarus  from  his  grave,  quickened  into  life  the  widow's 
son  at  the  gate  of  Nain,  and  restored  the  lifeless  corpse  of  the 
ruler's  daughter  to  life  and  vigour. 

**And  I  heard  the  voice  of  harpers  harping  on  their  harps,'' 
Not  only  peals  of  Almighty  thunder  to  shake  election  jewels  out 
of  earth's  vile  dross ;  but  soft,  sweet  strains  of  love,  grace,  com- 
passion, and  pity  to  gladden  the  hearts  of  JEHOVAH'S  contrite 
ones.  David's  delight  was  to  play  upon  his  harp,  by  which  the 
evil  spirit  was  allayed  in  Saul.  Allusion  is  made  to  this  playing 
in  Psa.  xcii.  i.  3  :  **  It  is  a  good  thing  to  give  thanks  unto  the 
LORD,  and  to  sing  praises  unto  Thy  name,  0  Most  High.  To 
show  forth  Thy  lovingkindness  in  the  morning,  and  Thy  faith- 
fulness every  night.  Upon  an  instrument  often  strings^  and  upon 
the  psaltery ;  upon  the  harp  with  a  solemn  sound."  I  remember 
one  day  being  m  companv  with  dear  old  William  Garrard,  the 
watchman  on  the  walls  oi  Zion,  when  he  said,  "  Ah,  my  boy,  I 
want  to  have  a  bit  of  talk  with  you  about  the  instrument  of  ten 
strings  that  David  speaks  of.  Do  you  see  David  there  ?  I  see 
a  greater  than  David.  David's  playing  produced  harsh  and 
discordant  sounds.  He  was  a  poor  hand  at  that  work.  I  can 
see  David's  Lord,  JEHOVAH'S  best  Beloved,  performing  upon 
that  instrument  of  ten  strings,  God  s  holy,  jiist,  and  righteous 
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law,  and  producing  therefrom  sweet  harmonious  sounds  which 
delighted  the  heart  of  His  Father  and  fill  my  soul  with 
rejoicing.  All  through  His  Ufetime  upon  earth  until  He  cried, 
*  It  is  finished,'  He  played  upon  that  instrument  for  me.  0,  my 
dear  boy,  that  glorious  music,  soft  and  sweet,  the  imputed 
righteousness  of  my  Lord,  soothes  all  my  sorrows,  chases  away 
my  fears  and  gives  me  peace  and  joy  in  believing."  That  was 
music  indeed  to  my  soul.  You  may  depend  upon  it  I  listened 
in  silence  to  the  dear  old  watchman's  pouring  forth  of  these 
glorious  truths.  It  is  of  God^s  rich  mercy  that  we  find  our  notes 
of  Gospel  music  sweetly  harmonising  with  those  of  the  Lamb 
and  His  redeemed  company  upon  Mount  Zion.  Here  we  can 
sing,  "My  mouth  shall  show  forth  Thy  righteousness  and  Thy 
salvation  all  the  day:  for  I  know  not  me  numbers  thereof. 
Thy  righteousness,  O  God,  is  very  high,  who  hast  done  great 
things  :  0  God,  who  is  like  imto  Thee "  (Psa.  kxi.  15,  19^.  It 
is  our  blessed  privilege  to  claim  our  standing  with  the  Lamb  and 
His  company  upon  Mount  Zion,  reserved  by  His  Father's  grace, 
rejoicing  in  Him  alone,  redeemed  by  His  blood,  restrained  by 
His  love,  and  at  last  to  behold  His  face  in  righteousness,  satisfied 
with  His  likeness. 

The  time  is  gone.  Next  Sunday  morning,  if  the  Lord  be 
pleased,  we  will  have  another  look  at  this  blessed  portion  of  His 
Word. 


HYMN. 

On  Zion*8  glorious  summit  stood 
A  numerous  hopt  redeemed  by  blood  ; 
They  hymned  their  King  in  strains  Divine, 
I  heard  the  song  and  strove  to  join. 

While  everlasting  ages  roll, 
fitemal  love  shaS  feast  their  soul ; 
And  scenes  of  bliss,  for  ever  new, 
Rise  in  succession  to  their  view. 

Here  Mary  and  Manasseh  view, 
The  dying  thief,  and  Abraham  too  ; 
With  equal  love  their  spirits  flame — 
The  same  their  joy,  their  song  the  same. 

O  sweet  employ,  to  sing  and  trace 
The  amazing  heights  and  depths  of  grace  ; 
And  spend,  from  sin  and  sorrow  free, 
A  blissful  vast  eternity. 

O  what  a  sweet  exalted  song. 
When  every  tribe  and  every  t-ongne, 
Kedeemed  by  blood,  with  Christ  appear. 
And  join  in  one  full  chorus  there. 

My  soul  anticipates  the  day, 

Would  stretch  her  vnngs  and  soar  away, 

To  aid  jthe  song,  a  palm  te  bear,- 

And  bow— the  chief  of  sinners — there.  ^^  - 
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%  Stxman 

Pbkached  in  Quove  Chapbl,  Gaubkbwell,  on  Sunday  MosNina, 
Mat  11th,  1879,  bt 

THOMAS    BRADBURY. 


*'  These  are  they  which  were  not  defiled  with  women  ;  for  they  are  virgins. 
These  are  they  which  follow  the  Lamb  whithersoever  He  goeth.  These  were 
redeemed  from  among  men,  being  the  first-fraits  unto  God  and  to  the  Lamb. 

"And  in  their  mouth  was  found  no  guile :  for  they  are  without  fault  before 
the  throne  of  God."— Rev.  xiv.  4,  5. 

HUMBLY  seeking  the  guidance  of  God  the  ever-blesaed 
Spirit,  I  endeavoured  last  Sunday  morning  to  direct  your 
attention  to  the  precious  truths  set  before  us  in  the  first  and  second 
verses  of  this  chapter.  My  heart  and  my  mind  were  then  too 
expectant,  for  heavenly  provision  seemed  to  multiply,  and 
instead  of  beino^  able  to  get  through  the  points  I  enumerated,  I 
could  speak  only  of  the  Reskrve,  the  associates  of  the  Lamb 
upon  Mount  Zion,  and  their  Rejoicing  in  blessed  and  hallowed 
onenesA  with  Him.  It  is  our  privilege  this  morning,  depending 
upon  the  same  grace,  to  seek  for  instruction  in  the  various 
particulars  which  present  themselves  in  the  three  successive 
verses. 

in. — The  regeneration  set  forth  in  the  new  song  of  the 
Lamb's  associates  upon  Mount  Zion. 

IV. — Their  redemption — "  The  hundred  and  fortv  and  four 
thousand,  which  were  redeemed  from  the  earth.  These  were 
redeemed  from  among  men,  being  the  first-fruits  unto  God  and 
to  the  Lamb." 

V. — Their  restraint — ^' These  are  they  which  were  not 
defiled  with  women;  for  they  are  virgins." 

VI. — Their  rectitude — "  These  are  they  which  follow  the 
Lamb  whithersoever  He  goeth." 

VII. — TmJiR   righteousness — "  And  in    their   mouth   was 
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found  no  guile  :  for  they  are  without  fault  before  the  throne  of 
God." 

III. — The  regeneration  set  before  us  in  the  new  song  of  the 
Lamb's  associates  upon  Mount  Zion.  A  new  song  only  to  be 
sung  by  new  creatures  in  Christ  Jesus.  This  leads  our  minds  to 
that  declaration  of  Paul  in  2  Cor.  v.  17 :  "  Therefore  if  any  man 
be  in  Christ,  he  is  a  new  creature  :  old  things  are  passed  away ; 
behold,  all  things  are  become  new."  Not  only  are  new  things 
brought  up  in  their  heart's  experience,  but  old  things  become 
new  to  them  upon  new  covenant  ground.  They  possess  a  new 
heart  of  God's  own  giving,  according  to  His  precious  promises 
found  interspersed  throughout  the  Old  Testament.  See  Ezek. 
xxxvi.  26 :  "A  new  heart  also  will  I  give  you,  and  a  new  spirit 
will  I  put  within  you :  and  I  will  take  away  the  stony  heart  out 
of  your  flesh,  and  I  will  give  you  a  heart  of  flesh."  This  is 
called  one  heart  in  Jer.  xxxii.  39  :  '*And  I  will  give  them  one  hearty 
and  one  way,  that  they  may  fear  Me  for  ever,  for  the  good  of 
them,  and  of  their  cluldren  after  them."  Why  the  heart  and 
not  the  head  ?  Because  the  heai-t  is  the  seat  of  the  affections. 
This  teaches  me  that  a  child  of  God,  brought  by  the  grace  and 
indwelling  of  the  ever-blessed  Spirit  into  an  intelligent  appre- 
hension of  the  mind  and  will  of  God,  is  not  a  cold  Christian  or 
an  icy  Calvinist.  Such  I  ignore  altogether.  In  fact,  I  could 
not  live  spiritually  and  in  harmony  with  such  company.  Only 
those  in  whose  heart  God's  covenant  love  has  been  shed  abroad 
by  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  who  have  been  brought  into  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  covenant  affections  and  sympathies  of  the  Christ  of 
God,  will  suit  the  cravings  of  that  nature  which  He  has  so 

graciously  engrafted  within  me.  My  soul  blesses  and  praises 
im  for  that  word  given  to  us  in  Psalm  Ixviii.  6 :  **  God  setteth 
the  solitary  in  families."  But  I  like  the  Prayer  Book  version 
which  my  soul  clings  to;  it  may  be  through  the  force  of 
early  association.  "  This  is  the  God  that  maketh  men  to  be  of 
one  mind  in  an  house."  One  heart,  one  mind,  one  spirit,  and 
one  way  in  union  with  the  great  and  glorious  covenant  Head 
up  yonder,  and  communicated  by  the  one  Spirit  to  the  members 
01  the  one  family.  These  enjoying  JEHOVAH'S  exceeding 
great  and  precious  promises  in  the  Divine  nature  (2  Peter  i.  4) 
cannot  help  but  sing  praises  unto  Him.  The  heart  that 
experiences  the  blessedness  of  God's  saving  and  redeeming  love 
must  rejoice  and  be  glad.  But  mark !  1  he  singing  we  have 
set  before  us  in  our  text  is  vastly  different  to  that  which  is 
produced  by  a  highly-trained  choir.  It  is  not  the  vociferation 
of  the  proud  and  pompous  professor;  nor  is  it  the  mere 
singing  in  harmonious  strains  of  free-grace  hymns.  It  is 
that  enjoined  bj  the  apostle  in  Col.  iii.  16:  "Let  the  Word  of 
Christ  dwell  in  you  richly  in  all  wisdom:  teaching  and 
admonishing  one  another  in  psalms  and  hymns  and  spiritual 
songs,  singing  with  grace  in  your  hearts  unto  the  Lord."    And 
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again  in  Eph.  v.  19 :  "  Speaking  to  yourselves  in  psalms  and 
hymns  and  spiritual  songs,  singing  and  makine  melody  in  j^our 
heart  to  the  Lord."  When  we  are  led  into  the  sweet  enjoy- 
ment of  redemption,  according  to  the  purpose  of  the  Father, 
by  the  precious  olood  of  Christ,  and  by  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  we  cannot  refrain  from  singing.  Songs  of  rejoicing  must 
ascend  from  hearts  gladdened  by  the  revelation  of  a  precious 
Christ  as  Zion's  Redeemer  and  Lord.  Here  God*s  redemption 
is  experienced.  Redemption  from  what  ?  Redemption  from  a 
hell  experienced  within  through  the  application  of  God's 
righteous  law.  See  Rom.  vii.  9 :  "  For  I  was  alive  without  the 
law  once :  but  when  the  commandment  came,  sin  revived,  and 
1  died."  Wherever  there  is  a  reviving  of  sin  in  the  feelings  of 
a  true-bom  child  of  God,  there  is  the  experience  of  a  hell  wnich 
he  hates  and  from  which  he  sighs  for  deliverance.  When  a 
Spirit-quickened  one  feels 

"  The  terrors  of  law  and  of  God," 

he  trembles,  starts,  and  shrinks  from  the  very  thought  of  an 
eternity  of  banishment  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord  and  from 
the  glory  of  His  power.  See  how  this  is  described  in  Rev.  xiv. 
10,  11 :  "  The  same  shall  drink  of  the  wine  of  the  wrath  of  God, 
which  is  poured  out  without  mixture  into  the  cup  of  His  indig- 
nation ;  and  he  shall  be  tormented  with  fire  and  brimstone  in 
the  presence  of  the  holy  angels,  and  in  the  presence  of  the 
Lamb ;  and  the  smoke  of  their  torment  ascendeth  up  for  ever 
and  ever  :  and  they  have  no  rest  day  nor  night,  who  worship 
the  beast  and  his  image,  and  whosoever  receiveth  the  mark  of 
his  name."  In  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  that  all  apart  from 
the  Son  of  JEHOVAH'S  love  shall  perish  everlastingly,  those  of 
us  in  whose  hearts  He  has  implanted  His  fear  are  fully  conscious 
that,  left  to  ourselves,  such  a  lot  must  have  been  ours.  I  know 
that  in  myself  I  am  utterly  vile  and  unworthy,  not  deserving 
the  slightest  mercy  at  the  hand  of  a  gracious  God.  I  am  not 
only  undeserving  in  all  I  may  think,  say,  or  do,  but  hell- 
deserving  for  all  that  I  do.  Without  the  power  and  preciousness 
of  God  the  ever-blessed  Spirit,  my  prayers  are  pollution,  ray 
praises  but  exhibitions  of  my  conceit,  and  my  preaching  but 
empty  show.  For  all  I  do,  hell  is  my  due  desert ;  for  one  moment 
I  am  full  of  pride  and  conceit,  and  the  next,  doubts  and  accursed 
unbelief  prevail  over  me.  Were  it  not  for  the  fact  He  has  so 
graciously  taught  me,  that  all  true  preaching  is  not  from  the 
man  in  the  pulpit,  but  by  the  Holy  Ghost  sent  down  from  heaven 
conveying  and  communicating  God's  own  words  to  the  waiting 
hearts  of  His  people,  you  may  rest  assured  that  rarely,  if  ever, 
would  you  see  me  standing  in  this  place  endeavouring  to  speak 
a  few  words  for  the  glory  of  my  God,  the  exaltation  of  His 
Chi-ist,  the  honour  of  His  Spirit,  and  the  comfort  and  encourage- 
ment of  His  tried  and  tempted  people.     The  God-sent  minister 


284  GROVE  CHAPEL  PULPIT. 

is  made  a  blessing  to  God*s  owu  as  he  is  led  to  ignore  himself, 
loathe  himself,  and,  as  some  will  say,  think  too  little  of  himself; 
but  this  can  never  be.  When  I  am  in  my  ricfht  mind,  I  think 
nothing  of  myself  and  everything  of  His  Christ  by  whom  I 
have  introduction  into  the  enjoyment  of  my  standing  before  the 
face  of  the  Father,  and  the  rich  experience  of  EUs  lovingkindness 
and  tender  mercy.  With  the  experimental  possession  of  His 
great  and  glorious  redemption,  and  the  spiritual  blessings  of  His 
everlasting  covenant  of  grace,  the  heart  must  sing  the  song  of 
redeeming  love  before  Him.  The  Scriptures  abound  with  songs 
of  deliverance,  from  that  of  Moses  m  Exodus  xv.  to  those 
recorded  in  this  book  of  Revelation.  Every  one  of  them,  almost 
without  exception,  was  poured  forth  to  God  because  of  enemies 
defeated,  adversaries  overcome,  and  foes  overthrown. 

What  is  regeneration  ?  Not  that  which  is  hawked  about  by 
the  religious  world  as  conversion.  I  often  stand  in  doubt  of  the 
preacher,  however  sound  he  may  be,  who  uses  the  word  conver- 
sion to  describe  the  work  of  regeneration,  for  I  believe  not  one 
portion  of  the  blessed  Book  where  the  word  convei-sion  occure 
refers  to  God's  grand  act  of  regeneration.  Regeneration 
is  a  sovereign  and  omnipotent  act  never  to  be  repeated. 
Conversion  may  be  repeated  again  and  again.  It  indicates  the 
working  up  of  old  material  and  presenting  it  with  a  new  face 
and  new  features.  But  regeneration  is  the  revelation  of  some- 
thing entirely  new.  Pauls  styles  it,  in  2  Cor.  v.  17,  "  -1  7iew 
creation.*^  It  is  the  manifestation  of  a  new  nature  altogether 
apart  from  the  fleshly,  corrupt,  old  Adam  nature.  With  its 
appearance  old  things  pass  away,  and  all  things  become  new. 
The  living  child  of  God  knows  something  of  what  the  Lord 
meant  when  He  said  to  Nicodemus,  '*  Except  a  man  be  bom 
again" — margin,  "/rom  above^^ — "he  cannot  see  the  kingdom 
of  God  " — that  is,  he  cannot  understand,  apprehend,  or  appre- 
ciate the  beauties,  bounties,  or  blessings  of  the  inward  and 
spiritual  kingdom  of  God.  Again,  "  Except  a  man  be  born  of 
water  " — the  Word  of  the  living  God,  which  reveals  Christ  in 
union  with  His  people  and  His  people  in  union  with  Him — "  and 
of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God  " — that 
is,  he  cannot  enter  feelingly  and  intelligently  into  the  realities 
of  the  kingdom  of  God.  A  few  Sunday  mornings  ago  I 
endeavoured  to  explain  to  you  the  distinction  between  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  and  the  kingdom  of  God.  The  kingdom  of 
heaven  represents  God's  gracious  work  in  the  midst  of  corruption, 
deceit,  and  hypocrisy.  The  kingdom  of  God  represents  His 
work  without  the  surrounding  error,  superatition,  sin,  or  the  flesh. 
"  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand,  said  the  Baptist  at  the 
commencement  of  his  ministry ;  but  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  said 
to  His  own,  "  The  kingdom  of  God  is  within  you'^  There  is  a 
vast  amount  of  difference  between  the  kingdom  at  hand  and  the 
kingdom  in  the  heart;   the  kingdom  near  and   thajvingdpm 
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experimentally  possessed.  An  experimental  and  intelligent 
entrance  into  the  kingdom  of  God  cannot  be  enjoyed  by  any 
but  those  who  are  born  a^ain,  born  of  the  Word  and  Spirit  of 
God.  That  Nicodemus  might  fully  underatand  that  flesh  and 
Spirit  are  eternally  distinct,  the  Saviour  said  unto  him,  "  That 
which  is  born  of  the  flesh  is  flesh ;  and  that  which  is  born  of 
the  Spirit  is  spirit.  Marvel  not  that  I  said  unto  thee,  Ye  must 
be  born  again."  There  are  two  distinct  natures  in  every  rege- 
nerate peraon.  The  children  of  God,  born  again,  and  possessing 
a  spiritual  and  Divine  nature,  present  to  the  Author  of  their 
spiritual  being  spiritual  and  heavenly  evidences  of  their  oneness 
with  Him.  In  the  solemn  and  sovereign  act  of  regeneration, 
there  is  no  trimming,  adorning,  or  improving  of  the  flesh,  and 
the  subjects  thereof  cannot  allow  of  that  rubbish  of  Dr.  Watts: — 

**  New  models  all  the  carnal  mind, 
And  forms  the  man  afresh/* 

They  possess  a  perfectly  new  nature  in  vital  union  with  a  risen 
and  glorified  Christ ;  and  as  they  are  led  by  the  Spirit  into  the 
rich  experience  of  God's  regenerating  grace,  they  rejoice  with 
the  Lamb  on  Mount  Zion,  and  glory  in  the  fact  that  old  covenant 
commands  have  become  new  covenant  comforts,  and  Old 
Testament  precepts  are  transformed  into  New  Testament 
promises.  Here  they  enter  into  a  spiritual  understanding  of 
their  glorious  privileges  as  God's  redeemed  ones  in  living  oneness 
with  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

IV. — Their  redemption — "And  no  man  could  learn  that 
song  but  the  hundred  and  forty  and  four  thousand,  which  were 
redeemed  from  the  earth.  These  were  redeemed  from  among 
men,  being  the  first-fruits  unto  God  and  to  the  Lamb."  The 
heart-searching  question  comes  to  my  mind.  How  many  of  us 
now  assembled  together  can  sing  the  song  of  redeeming  love  ? 
Who  among  us  experience  the  bubbhngs  up  of  adoring  gratitude 
for  our  redemption  by  love,  blood,  and  power  from  Satan,  sin, 
and  self  t  How  many  as  new  creatures  in  Christ  Jesus  make 
melody  in  your  hearts  to  the  Lord  ?  Who  can  answer  these 
questions?  Only  those  in  whose  hearts  the  Spirit  witnesses 
with  their  spirit  that  they  are  the  children  of  God.  Some  of  you 
may  not  be  able  to  trace  the  witnessings  of  the  Spirit  clearly 
ana  to  your  satisfaction,  yet  you  can  sing  those  blessed  words  of 
Dr.  Watts  :— 

*'  Assure  my  conscience  of  her  part 
In  the  Redeemer's  blood  ; 
And  bear  Thy  witness  with  my  heart 
That  I  am  bom  of  God." 

Redemption!  What  is  it?  It  is  buying,  purchasing;  ay, 
and  something  more.  It  simply  means  a  buying  back,  a  resikora- 
tion  by  price  and  power  of  property  to  the  original  and  rightful 
owner.     We  see  this  in  the  law  of  redemption  as  set  forth  in 
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Leviticus  xxv.  Here  the  institution  of  the  year  of  jubilee  is 
recorded.  According  to  the  historic  records  of  inspiration,  the 
jubilee  was  never  once  observed  by  Israel  as  a  nation  after  the 
flesh.  Why,  then,  is  the  institution  recorded  I  That  the  living 
children  of  God  may  come  into  a  spiritual  understanding  of  the 
blessings,  privileges,  and  immunities  of  God's  eternal  year  of 
jubilee.  The  deep  which  couoheth  beneath  the  letter  of  the 
Word  in  Leviticus  xxv.,  contains  precious  treasures  into  which 
none  but  those  who  are  born  of  God  and  who  follow  Him  as  dear 
children  can  ever  enter  experimentally  and  feelingly.  Oh,  how 
blessed  it  is  to  sing  in  the  spirit, 

**  In  Christ  the  sons  of  Adam  boant 
More  blessings  than  their  father  lost !  " 

The  blessings  of  redemption  were  not  possessed  or  known  by 
Adam  until  after  his  fall,  when  he  was  Drought  as  a  redeemed 
sinner  to  the  enjoyment  of  his  acceptance  in  the  Beloved,  and 
of  Christ  being  formed  in  him  the  Hope  of  glory. 

Redemption  by  price.  This  price  was  too  high  for  any 
created  mortal  to  reach,  too  high  for  a  seraph's  flight  to  touch, 
too  gi'eat  for  all  the  myriads  of  Adam's  sons  and  daughters  put 
together  ever  to  pay.  But  here  God's  marvellous  mercy  is 
revealed,  when  we  are  taught  by  the  Holy  Ghost  that  all  our 
sinful  and  self-righteous  efforts  only  increase  our  load  of  guilt, 
and  sin,  and  shame — when  we  are  convinced  of  our  utter  inability 
to  present  anything  of  our  own  to  God  thereby  to  claim  His 
favour,  and  to  be  brought  to  the  enjoyment  of  His  love — when 
we  are  constrained  to  sing  or  sigh  with  the  heart  before  Him, — 

**  Not  the  labours  of  my  hands 
•  Can  fulfil  Thy  law's  demands  : 

Could  my  seal  no  respite  know, 
Could  my  tears  for  ever  flow, 
All  for  sin  could  not  atone ; 
Thou  must  save,  and  Thou  alone  1 " — 

then  He  is  pleased  to  reveal  to  our  waiting  hearts  our  glorious 
Redeemer  and  His  redemption  price.  What  is  the  price! 
Blood,  precious  blood !  See  how  blessedly  this  is  stated 
by  Peter  in  his  1st  chapter,  verses  18  and  19 :  "  Forasmuch  as 
ye  know  that  ve  were  not  redeemed  with  corruptible  things,  as 
silver  and  gold,  from  your  vain  conversation  received  by 
tradition  from  your  fathers;  but  with  the  precious  blood  of 
Christ." 

"  Great  was  the  price  to  justice  due. 

When  Jesus  would  redeem  His  bride  : 
Nothing  but  precious  blood  would  do, 

And  that  must  flow  from  His  own  side/' 

Precious  blood  because  it  is  that  of  the  great  and  glorious  God- 
Man.  It  is  called  in  Acts  xx.  28,  God's  own  blood.  Whyt 
Because  it  is  the  blood  of  Bis  awn  providing,  the  blood  o{  His 
own  covenant,  the  blood  of  Hi»  own  Son.     This  blood  has  all  the 
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excellency  and  worth  of  Deity  in  it.  Its  effects  are  great,  rich, 
and  glorious.  It  is  the  expression  of  eternal  love  and  exhibits 
infinite  power.  It  was  shed  for  many,  even  for  all  the  elect,  and 
for  none  else.  One  of  our  hymn  writers  has  sweetly  expressed 
its  limits  and  effects, — 

••  Eternal,  free,  electing  (rrace 
Redemption's  boundary  sets ; 
And  those  whom  Jesus  died  to  save, 
The  Spirit  ne'er  forgets." 

There  is  the  Father  loving  and  electing,  the  Son  loving  and 
redeeming,  the  Spirit  loving  and  regenerating.  Election, 
redemption,  and  regeneration  run  together  in  unbroken 
harmony.  Nothing  discordant  here.  Blessed  with  the  know- 
ledge and  underatanding  of  these  glorious  truths,  we  can  say 
with  John,  "  Truly  our  fellowship  is  with  the  Father  and  with 
His  Son  Jesus  Christ"  by  the  grace  and  indwelling  of  His 
blessed  Spirit  (1  John  i.  3).  Here  we  know  we  are  redeemed 
from  eartn  to  find  our  home  in  heaven,  and  redeemed  from 
among  men  to  own  no  man  Master  save  a  precious  Christ. 

v.— Their  restraint — "These  are  they  which  were  not 
defiled  with  women ;  for  they  are  virgins."  A  remarkable 
statement  of  the  chastity  of  God's  redeemed.  Rome  has  made 
marvellous  capital  out  of  it  in  propagating  that  mark  of  the 
beast,  tlie  celibacy  of  the  priesthood.  She,  with  the  mock  modesty 
and  false  delicacy  of  an  adulteress,  tells  us  that  marriage 
becomes  not  those  who  are  set  apart  to  serve  at  her  altars  and 
dispense  her  sacred  rites.  If  this  be  true,  it  is  strange  that  an 
all-holy  God  in  the  Old  Testament  dispensation  should  separate 
man-ied  men  to  Himself  to  serve  in  Mis  sanctuary,  and  be  His 
representatives  before  Israel.  Ay,  and  strange  too,  that  the 
holy  Jesus  should  pitch  upon  married  men  to  be  His 
companions  and  disciples.  Let  the  dupes  and  apes  of  the  scarlet 
adulteress  look  to  that  solemn  and  salutary  injunction  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  by  the  apostle  Paul  in  Heb.  xiii.  4  :  "  Marriage  is 
honourable  in  all,  and  the  bed  undefiled;  but  whoremongers 
and  adulterers  God  will  judge."  Why  then  does  the  Holy 
Ghost  make  use  of  these  words  by  John  ? — "  These  are  they 
which  were  not  defiled  with  women:  for  they  are  virgins." 
The  first  part  refers  to  the  masculine,  and  the  latter  to  the 
feminine.  This  is  a  wonderful  mystery  of  grace  which  Christ 
blessedly  opens  up  to  His  enlightened  and  Spirit-taught 
brethren,  those  who  are  brought  as  Nazarites  indeed  to  experi- 
ence their  separation  from  the  world,  as  Moses  did:  **  For  wherein 
shall  it  be  known  that  I  and  thy  people  have  found  grace  in 
Thy  sight  1  is  it  not  in  that  Thou  goest  with  us  ?  so  shall  we  be 
separated,  I  and  Thy  people,  from  all  the  people  that  are  upon 
the  face  of  the  earth  "  (Exod.  xxxiii.  16).  Look  at  those  words, 
"Is  it  not  that  Thou  goest  with  us!"  JEHOVAH  with  His 
people  and   His  people  with   Htm.      When   two   hearts  beat 
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together  in  harmony,  and  their  love  is  blessedly  mutual,  and 
their  possessors  in  the  presence  of  God  and  man  become  one 
flesh,  the  (juestion  is  asked,  "  Will  thou  keep  thee  only  unto 
him,  or  her,  so  long  as  ye  both  shall  live  ?  "  The  persons 
become  sacred  to  each  other.  This  joining  together  is  of 
JEHOVAH,  who  has  stamped  and  sealed  it  with  His  holy 
approbation.  There  is  no  description  of  this  union  so  sweet  as 
that  flowing  from  the  pen  of  Peter,  "  Heirs  together  of  the  grace 
of  life"  (1  Peter  iii.  7).  JEHOVAH,  in  the  riches  of  His  grace 
and  the  fulness  of  His  love,  says  to  His  people,  **  I  am  married 
unto  you  "  ( Jer.  iii.  14).  Before  the  mountains  were  brought 
forth,  or  ever  He  had  formed  the  earth  and  the  world,  in 
covenant  transactions  and  ties  of  eternal  love  He  was  the 
Husband  of  His  Church.  He  is  her's,  and  He  will  keep  to  her 
as  long  as  He  shall  live,  and  none  of  the  communications  of  His 
covenant  affection  shall  go  beyond  the  bounds  fixed  in  His 
eternal  counsels.  He  teaches  His  own  to  be  like  Himself  and 
keep  herself  to  Him.  Blessed  be  God,  this  is  true,  as  His  people 
live  feelingly  and  experimentally  by  the  grace  of  God  the  ever- 
blessed  Spirit,  through  Him,  to  Him,  with  Him,  and  in  Him. 
Upon  His  head  the  world  place  every  crown — the  crown  of 
creation,  the  crown  of  redemption,  the  crown  of  providence,  the 
crown  of  grace,  and  the  crown  of  glory.  They  acknowledge 
Him  as  the  Author  of  their  salvation,  own  Him  as  their  Husband 
and  Provider,  and  ascribe  to  Him  all  might,  majesty,  dominion, 
and  power.  Do  they  contemplate  their  salvation  ?  They  know 
it  is  His.  Do  they  remember  all  the  way  they  have  been  led  ? 
They  see  Him  as  their  leader.  Do  they  rejoice  in  the  experi- 
mental realisation  of  His  lovingkindness  and  tender  mercy? 
They  know  it  is  by  the  sweet  kisses  of  His  mouth.  Do  they 
glory  in  the  possession  of  the  blessings  of  His  everlasting 
covenant  of  grace  ?  They  are  persuaded  it  is  all  by  His  exceed- 
ing great  and  precious  promises,  which  are  all  Yea  and  Amen  to 
them.  He  is  the  gracious  Revealer  to  them  of  this  glorious 
truth : — 

**  In  Ilim  the  Father  never  saw 

The  least  transgression  of  His  law  ; 

Perfection  then  in  Him  we  view, 

His  saints  in  Him  are  perfect  too.'* 

^^  These  are  they  which  were  not  defiled  with  women, ^^  What  kind 
of  women  ?  There  are  all  sorts  of  women  in  the  world,  chaste 
and  lewd,  pure  and  adulterous.  The  lewd  and  adulterous  are 
alluded  to  here  as  fallen  and  unclean  professors.  Now  mark  1 
The  living  child  of  God  is  truly  sensitive  concerning  the  purity 
of  hifl  faith,  the  reality  of  his  hope,  and  the  chastenesa  of  his  love. 
I  stand  here  this  morning  in  the  presence  of  my  God  and  His 
people,  and  can  say  that  next  to  life  itself  I  prize  the  purity  of 
this  pulpit.  Why?  Because  God  has  wrought  in  me  that 
desire  felt  so  strongly  by  the  apostle  Paul,  and  expressed  in 
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2  Cor.  xi.  2 — 4:  "  For  I  am  jealous  over  you  with  godly  jealousy : 
for  I  have  espoused  you  to  one  Husband,  that  I  may  present 
you  as  a  chaste  virgin  to  Christ.  But  I  fear,  lest  by  any  means, 
as  the  serpent  beguiled  Eve  through  his  subtilty,  so  your  minds 
should  be  corrupted  from  the  simplicity  that  is  in  Christ.  For 
if  he  that  cometh  preacheth  another  Jesus,  whom  we  have  not 
preached,  or  if  ye  receive  another  spirit,  which  ye  have  not 
received,  or  another  Gospel,  which  ye  have  not  accepted,  ye 
might  well  bear  with  me.  So  it  reads  in  the  margin.  Paul 
knew  that  he  would  be  considered  harsh,  particular,  and  too 
nice.  Ah,  my  dear  friends,  you  may  depend  upon  it,  I  should 
not  feel  comfortable  if  I  thought  the  atmosphere  of  this  place 
was  polluted  with  the  stench  of  the  creature  in  the  enunciation 
of  duty-faith,  duty-prayer,  and  duty-praise.  It  would  be  my 
miserv  to  think  that  your  ears  had  been  oflFended  with  those 
sounds  which  charm  the  ears  of  those  who  hug  their  chains  of 
spiritual  slavery,  and  persevere  in  their  doing  down  to  the  burning 
beds  of  eternal  damnation.  But  for  me  to  have  the  quiet 
assm*ance  that  the  testimony  from  myself,  and  from  those  in  my 
absence,  is  all  of  a  piece,  is  a  source  of  comfort  and  encourage- 
ment to  my  soul  before  God.  The  apostle  declared,  "  I  am 
jealous  over  vou  with  godly  jealousy,"  or,  with  the  jealousy  of 
God ;  "  for  I  have  espoused  you  to  one  Husband."  So  have  1. 
My  desire  for  you  is,  that  you  may  not  be  wedded  to  me.  Cease 
from  man.  I  have  not  espoused  you  to  mvself,  nor  even  to  the 
Church  in  this  place.  If  1  did  so,  I  should  be  departing  from 
"  the  simplicity  that  is  in  Christ."  If  I  see  a  person  in  possession 
of  a  broken  heart  manifesting  a  desire  to  become  one  with  us  in 
Church  membership,  my  heart  goes  forth  to  recoive  such  an  one, 
and  I  pray  the  Lord  to  unite  him  openly  with  ourselves.  But 
I  know  that  God  has  many  unbelieving,  yet  beUeving,  children. 
These  cannot  speak  an  approving  word  of  the  work  of  grace  in 
them,  nor  make  any  boast  of  God  doing  anything  for  them,  yet, 
the  longing  desires  of  their  hearts  are  Godward,  homeward, 
heavenward,  giving  blessed  evidence  of  their  oneness  with,  and 
acceptance  in,  the  Beloved.  I  have  known,  and  do  know,  those 
who  are  ea^er  for  place,  position,  and  power,  who  can  prate  out 
their  experience  at  the  corner  of  every  street,  but  my  soul  stands 
in  doubt  of  them.  The  company  1  delight  in  is  formed  of  those 
of  whom  the  Holy  Ghost  declares, 

^'Tliey  are  virgins  J*  The  glory  of  God*s  Gospel  is  this,  that  in 
His  glorious  purpose  His  Church  and  people  stand  in  unbroken, 
unceasing,  uninterrupted  oneness  with  Christ  in  His  purity, 
spotlessness,  and  perfection.  Knowing  this,  we  delight  to  sing 
with  dear  old  John  Kent, — 

"  RetVrothM  in  love,  ere  time  begun, 

HiB  blood-bought  bride  with  .Ickus  see  : 
Mftde  by  eternal  nnion  ONE, 
Who  waft,  and  iH,  and  is  to  ))o.  r^^^^Tr> 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


290  OROVE  CHAPKL  PULPIT. 

Thus  in  His  eyes  she  ever  stood 

Fit>m  wrinkle  and  from  blemish  free 
Loved  with  the  dateless  love  of  God, 

And  blest  by  the  great  sacred  Three." 

Notice  thoBe  words, — 

*^  Thos  in  His  eyes  she  ever  stood 

From  wrinkle  and  from  blemish  free/' 

Yes,  when  she  fell  in  Adam,  she  stood  in  Christ  as  pure  as  He  is 
pure.    When  she  wandered  from  her  Husband  in  tiie  Adam-fall, — 

"  She  on  His  sacred  bosom  lay, 

Loved  with  an  everlasting  love.'* 

When  down  in  the  depths  of  spiritual  corruption,  **  in  the  glass 
of  His  decrees,"  the  eye  of  the  Father  saw  ner  standing  in  the 
very  heights  of  glory,  to  which  she  must  be  lifted  by  the  power 
of  His  rich  and  magnanimous  grace,  and  into  the  knowledge  and 
understanding  of  this  she  must  be  brought  by  the  teaching  of 
His  Spirit,  the  declaration  of  His  Word,  the  preaching  of  His 
Gospel,  and  the  communication  of  His  love.  This  is  the  blessed 
lot  of  the  living  Church  of  God  in  union  with  the  Lamb  upon 
Mount  Zion.  *'  They  are  virgins^  In  the  purpose  of  the  Father 
sin  cannot  touch  tnem,  in  the  person  of  the  Son  Satan  cannot 
hurt  them,  in  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  the  flesh  cannot 
corrupt  them.  Neither  sin,  Satan,  nor  self  can  hurt  or  destroy 
in  all  this  holy  mountain. 

VI. — Their  rectitude — *'  These  are  they  which  follow  the 
Lamb  whithersoever  He  goeth."  This  portion  puzzled  me  and 
filled  me  with  anxiety  for  many  a  long  year.  I  used  to  look  at 
it  with  a  fleshly  free-will  eye,  and  ponder  over  it  with  a 
legal  spirit.  I  thought,  if  the  virgins  of  Christ's  company 
follow  Him  whithersoever  He  goeth,  then  surely  I  cannot  be  one 
of  them,  for  I  wander  from  Him  and  obey  not  the  precepts, 
commands,  and  injunctions  of  His  Word.  Ay,  since  He  has 
quickened  me  into  spiritual  life  and  brought  me  as  a  purged 
worshipper  into  His  temple,  I  have  found  out  that  if  following 
the  Lamb  whithersoever  He  goeth  refers  to  what  some  style 
Church  order  and  Church  ordinances^  then  I  have  not  followed  Him 
at  all.  But  as  the  scales  fell  from  the  eyes  of  my  spiritual 
understanding,  and  I  was  led  to  see  this  as  a  spiritual  following, 
my  heart  rejoiced  in  the  enjoyment  of  that  libertv  with 
which  Christ  makes  His  people  free.  I  see  that  my  following 
the  Lamb  has  respect  to  Him  as  my  Forerunner  appointed  in  the 
covenant  of  old  to  go  before  me  into  every  spot  of  temptation 
and  tribulation,  suffering  and  son*ow,  and  there  reveal  Himself 
as  my  Salvation,  and  cause  me  to  experience  the  tender  sympathy 
of  His  heart.  Now  I  do  not  wish  to  speak  one  word  to  wound 
the  tender  sensibility  of  any  poor  child  of  God,  but  I  have  often 
heard  this  quoted  in  reference  to  the  ordinance  of  baptism.  To 
my  mind  this  is  sheer  folly.  Have  all  those  on  Mount  Zion  been 
outwardly  baptized,  either  by  immersion  in  a  baptistery  or  by 
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sDiinkliug  at  a  font  ?  No  such  thing.  Look  at  the  dying  thief. 
Ihe  only  baptism  he  could  boast  of  was  that  described  by 

^     '  "  The  dying  thief  rejoiced  to  see 

That  Fountain  in  his  day  ; 
*Vnd  here  am  I,  Lord,  vile  as  he, 
Wash  aU  my  sins  away." 

Upon  a  loving  Saviour's  bosom  he  winged  his  flight  to  glory, 
where  now  he  stands  with  the  bloof-washed  and  glorified 
followers  of  the  Lamb  *'  on  Zion's  heavenly  hilL"  Many  who 
''  drink  full  draughts  of  bliss  unknown  "  in  the  realms  of  bhss, 
have  never  followed  the  Lamb's  injunction,  "Do  this  in 
remembrance  of  Me."  Bread  and  wme  as  emblems  of  His 
broken  body  and  shed  blood  they  never  partook  of,  yet  they  sit 
with  Uim  and  feast  their  souls  upon  His  beauty  and  His  love. 
While  here  below  they  drank  of  the  cup  of  trembling  and  of  the 
cup  of  salvation  from  His  gracious  hands.  They  ofttimes 
trembled  with  the  experience  of  His  judgment  upon  their 
wretched  flesh,  and  rejoiced  in  the  sweet  enjoyment  of  His 
mercy  upon  their  redeemed  spirits.  Following  the  Lamb 
whithersoever  He  fi;oeth,  is  true  of  every  lamb  and  sheep  in  His 
elect  and  redeemed  flock.  Now  look  at  JEHOVAH'S  promise 
to  His  own  Israel :  "  Behold,  I  send  an  Angel  before  thee,  to 
keep  thee  in  the  way,  and  to  bring  thee  unto  the  place  which  1 
have  prepared"  (Exodus  xxiii.  20).  Before  His  people  He  goes 
and  sometimes  makes  them  a  terror  to  all  their  enemies  round 
about  them  who  would  otherwise  persecute  and  annoy  them. 
You  see. this  more  than  once  in  the  history  of  Jacob.  See  Gen. 
xxxi.  21 :  **  And  God  came  to  Laban  the  Syrian  in  a  dream  by 
night,  and  said  unto  him.  Take  heed  that  thou  speak  not  to 
Jacob  either  good  or  bad."  Again, in  Gen.  xxxv.  5:  "And  they 
journeyed :  and  the  terror  of  God  was  upon  the  cities  that  were 
round  about  them,  and  they  did  not  pursue  after  the  sons  of 
Jacob."  God  went  before  Jacob  to  defend  him,  though  Jacob 
was  not  conscious  of  the  fact.  Laban  evidently  meant  mis- 
chief, but  was  compelled  to  acknowledge  to  Jacob  that  God 
appeared  to  him  in  the  night  and  gave  nim  to  understand  that 
if  he  put  a  finger  upon  Jacob,  He  would  settle  matters  with  him. 
During  a  life  of  sorrow  a  precious  Christ  went  before  His  people, 
and  it  is  their  mercy  to  know  that  "  In  all  their  afflictions  He 
was  afflicted  '*  (Isaiah  Ixiii.  9),  and  now  they  are  with  Him  in 
all  His  temptations  (Luke  xxii.  28).  It  is  ours  this  morning  to 
rejoice  in  that  blessed  truth :  '*  For  in  that  He  Himself  hath 
suffered  being  tempted,  He  is  able  to  succour  them  that  are 
tempted  "  (Hebrews  iL  18).  0,  ye  tempted  and  tried  ones,  who 
may  be  passing  through  deep  floods  of  son-ows  and  fierce  fires 
of  temptation,  think  of  this  glorious  truth,  that  He  who  is  your 
Husband  and  your  Head,  He  with  whom  you  are  experimentally 
one,  has  gone  before  you  every  step  of  your  journey,  and  will 
cause  you  to   follow  after  Him   according   to   His  covenant 
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declaration,  **My  sheep  hear  My  voice,  and  I  know  them,  and 
thev  follow  Me :  and  I  give  unto  them  eternal  life ;  and  they 
shall  never  perish,  neither  shall  any  pluck  them  out  of  My  hand  " 
(John  X.  27,  28),  Blessed  privilege  to  the  children  of  God. 
As  His  redeemed  sheep,  they  are  "  the  first-fruits  unto  God  and 
to  the  Lamb."  Why  styled  "  the  first-fruita  ?  "  As  the  first- 
fmits  of  the  harvest  are  small  in  comparison  to  the  harvest  itself, 
BO  the  redeemed  appear  but  a  handful  among  men — a  few  lilies 
among  many  thorns — 

'<  A  little  ilock  amidst  a  host 
Of  lions,  dogs,  and  swine  ; 
Distinguish'd  by  the  Holy  Qhost. 
And  Jesus  says,  They're  Mine." 

As  the  first-fruits  were  dedicated  to  God,  so  His  people  are 
precious  to  Him  in  choice,  redemption,  and  acceptance. 

VII.— Their  righteousness— "And  in  their  mouth  was 
no  guile  :  for  they  are  without  fault  before  the  throne  of  God." 
This  is  true  concerning  the  whole  election  of  grace.  The 
redeemed  and  regenerate  children  of  God  stand  before  Him,  in 
the  person  of  their  great  and  glorious  Surety,  righteous  as  He 
is  righteous.  He  took  their  sins  and  made  an  end  of  them. 
He  gave  them  His  righteousness,  which  shall  never  be  abolished. 
He  who  knew  no  sin  was  made  sin  for  them,  that  they  might  be 
made  the  Righteousness  of  God  in  Him  (2  Cor.  v.  21).  His 
name  is,  ^*  THE  LORD  OUR  RIGHTEOUSNESS,"  and  as  such 
they  are  known  in  the  court  of  heaven  (Jeremiah  xxiii.  6,  xxxiii. 
16).     The  design,  aim,  and  end  of  the  Gospel  ministry  is  to 

J  resent  everv  man,  brought  under  its  power,  perfect  in  Christ 
esus  (Col.  1.  28).  These  **  are  complete  in  Him  who  is  the 
Head  of  all  principality  and  power"  (Col.  ii.  10).  The  Father 
has  accepted  or  graced  them  in  the  Beloved  (Ephes.  i.  6)  ;  and 
the  Beloved  has  determined  to  "  present  ^em  to  Himself  a 
glorious  Church,  not  having  spot  or  wrinkle,  or  any  such  thing, 
holy  and  without  blemish  "  (Ephes.  v.  27).  These,  during  their 
time-state  here  upon  earth,  delight  to  hear  His  voice  when  their 
sighs,  groans,  and  longings  ascend  to  Him,  for  jln  their  intercourse 
with  Him  there  is  no  guile  in  their  mouth.  They  do  not  profess 
to  be  what  they  are  not,  and  fear  to  presume  to  be  what  God 
has  not  taught  them  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Are 
they  filthy  in  their  feelings  and  experience?  They  confess  it. 
Are  they  hell-deserving  ?  They  acknowledge  it.  While  they 
declare  their  blackness  before  Him,  He  pronounces  them  to  be 
comely.  While  they  write  bitter  things  against  themselves,  He 
blesses  them  with  a  good  hope  through  grace.  While  they 
declare  themselves  to  be  all  sm,  deserving  nought  but  banish- 
ment from  His  presence  and  from  the  glory  of  His  power,  He 
^vill  cheer  them  with  His  own  sweet  whisper  of  love :  "  Thou 
art  all  fair.  My  love,  there  is  no  spot  in  thee." 

May  the  Lord  add  His  blessing  for  His  name's  sake.     Amen. 
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"I  AM  THE  RESURRECTION  AND  THE  LIFE." 


Pbeached  IX  Oroye  Chapel,  Cakbbbwell,  on  Sunday  Morning, 
Mat  18th,  1879,  by 

THOMAS    BRADBURY. 


*'  I  am  the  Resurrection  and  the  Life." — John  xi.  25. 

IN  a  variety  of  titles  our  blessed  Lord  and  Saviour  is  pleased 
to  reveal  Himself  in  the  written  Word,  and  by  the  ^ace 
of  His  own  Spirit,  to  the  hearts  of  those  who  are  eternally  loved 
by  Him,  everlastingly  saved  by  Him,  perfectly  washed  by  Him 
from  all  sin,  and  completely  clothed  by  Him  in  the  garments  of 
salvation,  and  in  the  robe  of  righteousness  provided  for  them  in 
His  perfect  obedience  to  the  Father's  law.  There  is  not  a 
necessity  that  one  of  His  brethren  can  experience,  but  He  is  sure 
to  be  revealed  in  some  character,  office,  or  title  in  which  He  will 
fullv  meet,  answer,  and  supply  the  same,  causing  the  heart  to 
unaerstand  and  rejoice  in  the  blessedness  of  those  words  spoken 
by  the  man  of  God  to  the  penurious  Amaziah,  "  The  LORD  is 
able  to  give  thee  much  more  than  this"  (2  Chron.  xxv.  9). 
Whatever  revelation  He  gives  of  Himself  down  here,  is  but  a 
faint  earnest  of  what  He  intends  to  reveal  in  Himself.  What- 
ever may  be  the  blessing  He  is  pleased  to  bestow  upon  me,  it  is  • 
sure  to  prove  small  in  comparison  to  the  subsequent  unfoldiugs 
of  those  spiritual  blessings  which  the  Father  committed  to  His 
keeping,  and  which  He,  as  a  faithful  steward,  must  communicate 
to  me. 

It  is  a  blessed  exercise,  when  led  by  the  Holy  Ghost  to  look, 
and  meditate  feelingly  upon  the  various  titles  given  to  our  Lord 
in  the  Scriptures  of  truth,  and  especially  in  this  Gospel  by  John. 
Here  we  are  taught  to  rejoice  in  the  sweet  assurance  that  all  our 
spiritual  necessities  will  and  must  be  graciously  supplied. 

<^  When  Christ  reyeals  His  gracious  name, 
He  calls  Himsdf  the  great '  I  AM,* 
And  leayee  a  blank— His  loTed  ones  maj 
Supply  those  things  for  which  they  pray."  i.^^  ^y  GoOqIp 
Na  129.— Pwci  Ohi  PBiniT.  ^  ^     . 
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Are  we  iu  darkness  ?  Ofttimes  we  are.  He  says,  ^'  I  AM  come 
a  Light  into  the  world,  that  whosoever  believeth  on  Me  should 
not  abide  in  darkness  "  (John  xii.  46^).  Are  we  mourning  over 
our  deadnesst  He  says,  ''I  AM  tne  Life."  Do  we  lament 
because  of  our  ignorance  of  the  God  we  love  T  He  says,  **  I 
AM  the  Truth."  This  is  equal  to  His  saving,  All  you  may  kiaow 
apart  from  Myself  is  false  and  deceiving.  Do  we  feel  we  are 
wandering  in  uncertainty  and  dread  T  He  will  not  be  far  ofl^ 
for  He  goeth  before,  saying,  "I  AM  the  Way"  (John  xiv. 
6),  and,  according  to  His  Father's  covenant  aiTaneements,  He 
follows  us  in  the  oeaten  path  of  tribulation,  in  which  we  have 
experienced  manyapan^  and  manvapain,and  gently  whispers, 
"This  is  the  way,  wall  ye  in  it  (Isa.  xxx.  21).  I  ofttimes 
stumble  in  my  ioumey,  but  His  gracious  appearance  inspires  and 
cheers  me,  so  that  I  go  on  my  way  rejoicing  in  hope  of  the  glonr 
He  has  in  store  for  me.  Am  I  hungry  t  i  es,  ana  often  to  sucn 
an  extent  that,  according  to  Psa.  cvii.  5 :  "  Hungry  and  thirsty 
my  soul  faints  within  me."  He  comes  and  makes  Himself 
precious  to  me  with  this  revelation,  "  I  AM  the  Bread  of  Life  " 
(John  vi.  48).  Am  I  exercised  concerning  the  object  of  my 
worship  and  adoration  T  He  gently  whispers,  *'  I  AM  thy  Lord, 
and  worship  thou  Me  "  (Psa.  xlv.  1 1).  It  was  only  the  other 
day  I  received  a  precious  letter  from  an  afflicted  one  at  a  distcmce 
whose  mind  is  much  exercised  as  to  which  of  the  Persons  in  the 
God-head  she  ought  to  address  in  her  approaches  to  the  mercy*- 
seat.  The  Father  had  been  made  so  precious  to  her  that  all 
her  prayers,  petitions,  and  lispings  are  to  Him.  She  is  anxious 
to  know  whether  she  dishonours  the  Son  and  the  Holy  Ghost. 
My  dear  friends,  every  child  of  God  must  address  the  &rone  of 
the  heavenly  grace  according  to  the  revelation  JEHOVAH  is 
pleased  to  give  of  Himseh*.  Does  the  Holy  Ghost  lead  me  into 
a  blessed  apprehension  of  my  place  an<i  portion  in  the  one 
family  ?  Does  He  witness  with  my  spirit  that  I  am  a  true-bom 
son  of  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ?  Has  the  Father 
had  compassion  upon  me  in  my  helplessness,  pitied  me  in  my 
distress,  and  borne  with  me  in  my  waywardness  and  wanderings, 
making  that  word  life  and  power  to  my  heart,  **  Like  as  a  father 
pitieth  his  children,  so  the  Lord  pitieth  them  that  fear  Him. 
For  He  knoweth  our  frame;  He  remembereth  that  we  are 
dust  ?  "  Then,  I  shall  delight  to  lisp  the  hallowed  name  of 
Father.  Is  the  Holy  Ghost  pleased  to  reveal  the  beauty  and 
blessedness  of  a  precious  Christ  as  my  Brother  bom  for  adversity, 
and  give  me  sweetly  to  experience  those  spots  of  adversity 
through  which  He  went  as  mv  Forerunner  !  1  cannot  help  but 
speak  to  Him,  and  address  Uim  in  the  words  of  that  precious 
hymn  we  have  just  now  sung, — 


**  JesoSf  Thj  name  indeed  is  sweet, 
In  every  scene,  at  erery  hour, 
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All  that  I  need  is  there  complete ; 

Loye  all  Divine,  Almighty  power ; 
Tet  fall  of  tenderest  eympathj, 
Mj  soul  would  rest  its  all  on  Thee.** 

Do  I  experience  unmistakable  evidences  of  the  grace  and 
indwelling  of  my  Friend  and  Companion — God  the  Holy  Ghost  t 
I  am  compelled  by  the  sweet  omnipotence  of  His  love  to  speak 
to  Him,  and  say, — 


**  And  Thou  eternal  Spirit  ^ 

What  love  can  TMne  transcend  ? 
Since  Thou  Thy  lot  with  me  hath  cast, 
Indwelling  God  and  Friend.*' 

As  He  witnesses  with  my  spirit  that  I  am  a  child  of  God  I 
cannot  keep  from  communing  with  Him.  But  how  does  He 
witness  with  my  spirit  that  I  am  bom  of  God?  Not  always  in 
communicating  His  heavenly  consolations,  but  sometimes  in 
creating  the  necessity  for  His  consolations.  He  creates  a  hatred 
and  horror  of  sin  in  the  revelation  thereof,  which  is  the  necessity 
I  experience  for  God's  salvation,  and  He  brings  about  great 
searcnings  of  heart  as  to  whether  I  am  amongst  the  few  men  of 
the  Firstborn,  the  One  who  excels  in  strength  for  me.  As  He 
works  these  enquiries  in  me,  it  is  only  that  He  may  graciously 
answer  them  by  taking  of  the  things  of  Christ,  the  great  and 
glorious  God-Man  Mediator,  who  coind  say  to  those  around  Him, 
**  Before  Abraham  was  I  AM."  Thus  we  are  brought  into  the 
enjoyment  of  a  Saviour's  love  which  enables  us  to  sing  in  the 
precious  language  of  dear  old  Samuel  Medley, — 

"  In  every  office  He  sustains, 
In  every  victory  He  gains. 
In  every  counsel  of  His  will, 
He's  precious  to  His  people  still.** 

Our  own  God  favoured  us  highly  this  morning  in  causing  me  to 
read  in  your  hearing  a  very  precious  portion  of  His  olessed 
word,  the  glorious  eighth  of  Romans.  As  I  read  it  my  spirit  was 
moved  to  a  spiritual  apprehension  of  my  interest  in  the  law  of 
the  Spirit  of  life  in  Christ  Jesus,  which  hath  made  me  free  from 
the  law  of  sin  and  of  death,  and  to  rejoice  that  in  Christ  Jesus  I 
have  no  condemnation  and  from  Him  no  separation.  But  it  is 
ours  to  seek  for  a  little  instruction,  consolation,  edification,  and 
establishment  in  the  things  of  God  from  the  precious  words  I 
have  read  for  you  by  way  of  text, — 

**  I  AM  the  Resurrection  and  the  Life." 

In  seeking  we  will  notice, — 

I. — ^Their  gloomy  surroundings — Sickness  and  death. 

II.— The  glorious  Speaker — "  I  AM  the  Resurrection  and 
the  Life." 

in. — The  gracious  characters — **He  that  believeth  in 
Me,  though  he  were  dead,  yet  shall  he  live."         ^         j 
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IV. — ^A  GRAVE  QUESTION — "  Believest  thou  this?  " 
I.— Their  gloomy  surroundings— Sickness  and  death.  We 
find  at  the  commencement  of  the  chapter,  '*A  certain  man  was 
sick,  named  Lazarus,  of  Bethany,  the  town  of  Mary  and  her 
sister  Martha.  Now  Jesus  loved  Martha,  and  her  sister,  and 
Lazarus."  I  know  of  no  sight  upon  earth  so  dehghtful  as  that 
of  a  family,  father,  mothev,  and  children  all  one  in  the  things  of 
God.  I  know  a  few  such  cases  and  could  enumerate  them, 
but  time  would  fail  me,  and  there  is  no  necessity.  It  is  a  special 
mercy  and  precious  privilege  for  relatives  to  be  "  Heirs  together 
of  the  grace  of  life  '*  (1  reter  iii.  7).  Here  we  see  a  family,  a 
brother  and  two  sisters,  loved  by  ike  Lord.  Why  is  Martha 
named  first  *?  Some  say  it  is  because  she  was  the  mistress  of 
the  household.  Well,  I  have  no  desire  to  question  that  state- 
ment, but  I  think  I  see,  by  the  Spirit's  guidance,  a  far  better, 
and  more  spiritual  reason  why  her  name  is  mentioned  first.  Can 
you  tell  mo  why  Peter's  name  should  have  been  singled  out  from 
the  rest  of  the  apostles  and  mentioned  on  resurrection  ground  ? 
"  But  go  your  way,  tell  His  disciples  and  Peter  that  He  goetb 
before  you  into  Galilee  '*  (Mark  xvi.  7).  Was  it  not  because  He 
who  has  compassion  upon  the  i^orant  and  upon  them  that  are 
out  of  the  way  (Heb.  v.  2),  womd  have  His  honest  but  wavering 
disciple  specially  remembered,  to  magnify  His  grace,  and  show 
forth  His  loving  concern  over  His  tried  and  tempted  onet 
Martha  was  of  a  busy,  bustUng  spirit.  Ofttimes  things  are  said 
concerning  our  busy  Marthas  which  would  be  as  well  unsaid, 
for  you  may  rest  assured  the  Master  has  need  of  His  careful  and- 
serving  Marthas  as  well  as  of  His  quiet  and  patient  Marys. 
Notice  those  words,  "  Jesus  loved  Martha."  That  is  a  precious 
narrative  at  the  close  of  Luke  vii.,  in  which  Jesus  is  set  forth 
expressing  His  love  and  concern  over  the  greatest  sinner  in  the 
house,  according  to  the  judgment  of  those  surrounding  her.  To 
Simon  Jesus  said,  "Her  sins,  which  are  many,  are  forgiven* 
And  He  said  unto  her.  Thy  sins  are  forgiven."  To  the  weak- 
hngs  of  His  fold  the  gentle  Shepherd  shows  His  wondrous  love 
and  tender  care. 

It  is  pleasing  and  instructive  to  notice  the  reason  given  by 
the  sisters  why  the  Master  should  visit  His  sick  friend  and  speak 
His  healing  word.  "  Therefore  his  sisters  sent  unto  Him,  saying. 
Lord,  behold,  he  whom  Thou  lovest  is  sick."  It  is  not.  Lord,  he 
who  loves  Thee,  but, "  he  whom  Thou  lovest."  That  was  a  power- 
ful reason  why  the  Master  should  come.  0,  how  blessed  it  is  to 
sing  intelligently  with  Toplady, 

*'  No  sinner  can  be  beforehand  with  Thee: 
Thy  love  is  almighty,  prerenting,  and  free." 

Now  comes  the  test  of  friendship  and  the  proof  of  love.  "  When 
Jesus  beard  therefore  that  he  was  sick,  he  abode  two  days  still 
in  the  same  place  where  He  wsis."     These  few  words  fall 
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upon  my  ears  with  peculiar  sweetness  sometimes  at  our  prayer 
meetings  on  Friday  evenings, 

"Thy  delays  are  not  denials." 

The  delay  of  a  precious  Christ  in  the  communication  of  His  love 
and  sympathy  to  the  hearts  of  any  of  His  children  is  never  a 
denial,  for,  "Blessed  are  all  they  that  wait  for  Him"  (Isa.  xxx. 
18)  though  their  waiting  may  be  that  of  a  whole  lifetime,  like 
that  of  dear  old  Jacob,  who,  on  his  dying  couch  could  say,  "  I 
have  waited  for  Thy  salvation,  0  LORD  "  (Gen.  xlix.  18).  Then 
why  did  Jesus  delay  t  For  the  glory  of  God,  as  He  declares  in 
a  subsequent  portion  of  this  narrative.  "  Then  after  that  saith 
He  to  His  disciples,  Let  us  go  into  Judea  again.  His  disciples 
say  unto  Him,  Master,  the  tfews  ol  late  sought  to  stone  Thee  : 
and  goest  Thou  thither  again  ?  "  Self-preservation,  as  well  as 
concern  for  their  Master's  safety,  lurked  beneath  this  saying  of 
the  disciples.  Mark  well  His  reply  to  them:  "Are  there  not 
twelve  hours  in  the  day  t  If  any  man  walk  in  the  day,  he 
stumbleth  not,  because  he  seeth  the  light  of  this  world.'*  what 
is  the  lesson  contained  in  these  words  t  It  is  that  found  in  those 
precious  lines  of  Ryland, — 

*<  Plagnes  and  death  around  me  flj, 
TiU  He  bids  I  cannot  die  ; 
Not  a  single  shaft  can  hit 
Tin  the  God  of  love  sees  fit.*' 

Jesus  as  much  as  said  to  His  fearing  disciples.  Never  mind  the 
danger  jj^ou  fear,  or  the  doubts  which  harass  and  perplex  you,  or 
the  anxieties  and  cares  which  wear  away  your  spirits.  While  it 
is  day  we  must  work  that  which  the  Father  has  appointed  to 
us.  and  neither  earth  nor  hell  can  frustrate  one  oi  His  plans. 
"  These  things  said  He  :  and  after  that  He  saith  unto  them.  Our 
friend  Lazarus  sleepeth  :  but  I  go,  that  I  may  awake  him  out  of 
sleep."  Here  we  have  two  very  blessed  expressions — death  is  a 
sleep  and  Lazarus  is  a  friend.  *'  Then  said  His  disciples,  Lord, 
if  he  sleep  (that  is,  soundly),  he  shall  do  well.  Howbeit  Jesus 
spake  of  his  death :  but  they  thought  that  He  had  spoken  of  takinj^ 
rest  in  sleep.  Then  said  Jesus  unto  them  plainly,  Lazarus  is 
dead.  And  I  am  glad  for  your  sakes  that  1  was  not  there,  to 
the  intent  ye  may  beKeve ;  nevertheless  let  us  go  unto  him." 
Here  we  see  the  kindness  and  patient  grace  of  our  blessed  Lord 
and  Master.  A  precious  sight  for  the  eye  of  God-wrought  faith 
to  contemplate  I  A  loving,  kind,  and  patient  Master  surrounded 
by  dull,  ignorant,  short-sighted,  unbeUeving  disciples.    Tf  ou  may 

Set  into  some  company  who  profess  they  are  always  believing, 
elieving  brethren  I  Well,  I  tell  you  honestly,  I  do  not  believe 
in  them  at  all,  for  thev  are  not  at  all  like  the  brethren  who 
surrounded  our  blessed  Lord  even  on  resurrection  ground,  as 
we  shall  see  shortly.  From  the  first  to  the  last  of  His  ministry 
upon  earth,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  gathered  around  ^m  the 

..tized  by  Google 


298  GROVE  CHAPEL  PULHT. 

doubterfi,  the  fearers,  the  unbelieving  believers,  the  sorrowful 
and  the  sad,  and  these  were  possessed  of  His  life,  gloried  in  His 
love,  and  walked  in  His  light  alone.  "  Then  said  Thomas, 
which  is  called  Didymus,- unto  his  fellow  disciples.  Let  us  alsa 
eo,  that  we  may  die  with  Him."  Some  would  have  us  believe 
tnat  Thomas  meant  dying  with  Lazarus ;  but  Thomas  really 
meant.  Let  us  go  with  our  loved  Master  into  the  midst  of  all  the 
dangers  which  may  encompass  Him,  and,  if*  need  be,  die  with 
Him.  Yet,  when  the  testing  time  came,  where  was  Thomas  ? 
He  was  among  the  rest  of  the  disciples,  of  whom  it  is  recorded, 
"And  they  all  forsook  Him,  and  fled  "  (Mark  xiv.  50).  Though 
Jesus  knew  this  would  be,  yet  in  Thomas's  plaintive  desire  there 
must  have  been  something  to  touch  the  tender  heart  of  his 
sympathizing  Friend.  Jesus  went  to  Bethany.  "  Then  Martha, 
as  soon  as  she  heard  that  Jesus  was  coming,  went  and  met  Him : 
but  Mary  sat  still  in  the  house.  Then  said  Martha  unto  Jesus^ 
Lord,  if  Thou  hadst  been  here,  my  brother  had  not  died.  But  I 
know  that  even  now,  whatsoever  Thou  wilt  ask  of  God,  God 
will  give  it  Thee."  Here  we  see  a  mixture  of  faith  and  unbelief. 
"^  Thou  hadst  been  here^  Time  and  space  are  as  nothing  ta 
JEHOVAH-JESUS.  At  the  close  of  chapter  iv.  we  have  an 
account  of  the  healing  of  the  nobleman's  son  though  Jesus  was 
not  there.  He  speaks  the  word  from  His  high  throne  in  glory 
down  to  the  deepest  depths  of  a  redeemed  sinner's  need,  and 
relief  and  deliverance  are  experienced.  Martha  added,  '^  But  I 
know  that  even  now,  whatsoever  Thou  wilt  ask  of  God,  God 
will  give  it  Thee."  She  evidently  did  not  then  see  that  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  was  one  with  the  Father  in  His  eternal  power 
and  Godhead.  All  that  was  necessary  was  for  Him  to  will,  or, 
according  to  the  faith  of  the  centurion  who  said  to  Him,  "  Speak 
the  word  only  and  my  servant  shall  be  healed  "  (Matt.  viii.  8). 
^*  Jesus  saith  unto  her.  Thy  brother  shall  rise  again.  Martha 
saith  unto  Him,  I  know  that  he  shall  rise  again  in  the  resurrec-  . 
tion  at  the  last  day.*'  Future  things  occupied  the.  mind  of 
Martha ;  but  present  tense  blessings  alone  can  comfort  the 
heart  of  the  exercised  child  of  God.  Spiritual  realities  in  experi- 
mental possession  are  the  joy  and  rejoicing  of  true-bom  children 
of  God.  The  earnest  of  future  bliss  and  blessedness  is  the  very 
•  life  of  God  in  the  soul  of  His  child.  It  is  not  simply  a  belief  in 
something  which  may  take  place,  but  it  is  the  blessed  foretaste 
of  the  unclouded  and  uninterrupted  enjoymentofthatglory  which 
God  has  treasured  up  with  undisturbed  security  for  all  them  that 
love  His  appearing.  This  brings  us  to  notice  the  way  in  which 
our  blessea  Lord  answered  Martha  in  the  words  of  the  text. 

n. — The  glorious  Speaker — "  I  AM  the  Resurrection  and 
the  Life."  Look  at  the  revelation  of  His  nature  and  character 
as  the  great  JEHOVAH  given  in  those  two  words,"!  AM." 
Here  He  declares  His  oneness  in  essence  and  attributes  with  the 
Father  and   the    Holy   Ghost-      Is  the    Father  the  glorioua 
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JEHOVAH  ?  Jeras  says,  ^'  I  and  My  Faiher  are  One  "  (John 
X.  30).  Is  the  Father  the  great  I  Mil  Jesus  says,  ''Before 
Abraham  was  I  AM  "  (John  yiii.  58).  The  words  of  the  text 
are  full  of  sweet  encouragement  to  the  drooping  and  dreary 
children  of  God.  "  I  AM  the  Resurrection  and  the  Life  "  to  My 
people  during  the  whole  of  their  soioum  in  these  wilds  of  sin, 
suffering,  disappointment  and  death.  Those  of  us  who  are 
acquainted  with  the  New  Testament  Scriptures  know,  that 
after  Jesus  was  risen  from  the  dead  the  resurrection  was  the 
prominent  truth  in  the  preaching  of  the  apostle&  There  was  a 
necessity  for  this,  for  the  chief  pnests  and  the  Pharisees  declared 
our  Lord  an  impostor,  and  after  His  death,  according  to  Matt, 
xxvii.  62,  63,  they  went  to  Pilate,  **  Saying,  Sir,  we  remember 
that  that  deceiver  said,  while  He  was  yet  aUve,  After  three  days 
I  will  rise  again."  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  a  deceiver?  His 
resurrection  proved  Him  to  be  the  Truth  and  no  deceiver. 
Yes,  it  was  God*s  proof  that  He  was  His  Son.  See  Rom.  i.  4 : 
"  And  declared  to  be  the  Son  of  God  with  power,  according  to 
the  Spirit  of  holiness,  by  the  resurrection  from  the  dead."  The 
marginal  rendering  is,  *^  determined  to  be  the  Son  of  God  by  the 
resurrection  from  Sie  dead.''  The  grand  qualification  for  the 
office  of  apostle  was,  a  sight  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  the 
flesh  after  His  resurrection  from  the  dead.  See  how  Paul 
declares  this  in  1  Cor.  ix.  1 :  "  Am  I  not  an  apostle  1  am  I  not 
free!  Have  I  not  seen  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord?"  Again,  in 
1  Cor.  XV.  3  -8  :  *^  And  last  of  all  He  was  seen  of  me  also,  as  of 
one  born  out  of  due  time.''  Paul  was  an  eye-witness  to  the  fact 
that  Christ  was  appointed  by  the  Father  to  the  work  of  His 
people's  salvation,  that  He  wrought  out  a  perfect  righteousness 
to  the  law,  that  He  suffered  the  doom  emd  death  due  to  His 
people,  triumphed  over  the  power  of  the  grave  for  them, 
ascended  into  heaven's  highest  glory,  where  He  ever  lives  as 
the  Witness  to  the  vaUdity  of  the  Father's  purpose,  the  perfec- 
tion of  His  salvation,  and  the  reality  of  the  work  of  His  own 
blessed  Spirit  in  the  experience  of  His  redeemed.  Jesus  risen 
is  the  Father's  attestation  to  the  truth  of  His  Messiahship, 
righteousness,  and  salvation.  This  is  the  burden  of  the  apostle  s 
argument  in  I  Cor.  xv.  Look  at  the  twelfth  verse  :  "  Now  if 
Christ  be  preached  that  He  rose  from  the  dead,  how  say  some 
amoDg  you  that  there  is  no  resurrection  of  the  dead  I  But  if 
there  be  no  resurrection  of  the  dead,  then  is  Christ  not  risen. 
And  if  Christ  be  not  risen,  then  is  our  preaching  vain,  and  your 
faith  also  is  vain.  Yea,  and  we  are  found  false  witnesses  of 
God;  because  we  have  testified  of  God  that  He  raised  up' 
Christ ;  whom  He  raised  not  up,  if  so  be  that  the  dead  rise  not. 
For  if  the  dead  rise  not,  then  is  not  Christ  raised.  And  if  Christ 
be  not  raised,  your  faith  is  vain ;  ye  are  yet  in  your  sins.  But 
xiow  is  Christ  risen  from  the  dead,  and  become  the  first-truits  of 
th^m  that  slept."    According  to  this  Scripture  the  resurrection 
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of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  not  only  the  Father's  attestation  to 
His  Messiahship,  but  it  is  the  pledge  of  the  future  glorification  of 
the  whole  election  of  grace.  Did  Christ  the  Head  of  His  bodj 
rise  from  the  deadt  All  the  members  of  His  body  in  the 
purpose,  decree,  and  determination  of  the  Father  rose  in  Him. 
xhis  is  the  earnest  of  the  spiritual  resurrection  of  every  soul 
^ven  unto  Him  and  blessed  with  His  eternal  and  unceasing 
interest  in  them. 

See  how  the  apostle  describes  this  glorious  truth  as  wrought 
in  the  experience  of  all  true  believers  in  2  Cor.  iv.  10 — ^14 : 
"  Always  bearing  about  in  the  body  the  dying  of  the  Lord  Jesus, 
that  the  life  also  of  Jesus  might  be  made  manifest  in  our  body 
For  we  which  live  are  always  delivered  unto  death  for  Jesus* 
sake,  that  the  life  also  of  Jesus  might  be  made  manifest  in  our 
mortal  flesh.  So  then  death  worketh  in  us,  but  life  in  you. 
We  having  the  same  spirit  of  faith,  according  as  it  is  written,  I 
believed,  and  therefore  have  I  spoken;  we  also  believe,  and 
therefore  speak ;  knowing  that  Ue  which  raised  up  the  Lord 
Jesus  shall  raise  up  us  also  bv  Jesus,  and  shall  present  us  with 
you."  Here  resurrection  life  and  power  is  not  represented 
simpler  as  a  future  event,  but  as  a  present  and  blessed  reality. 
In  Phil.  iii.  10, 11,  Paul  opens  up  this  elorious  truth  from  his  own 
inner  and  hidden  life  :  "  That  I  may  imow  Him,  and  the  power 
of  His  resurrection,  and  the  fellowship  of  His  sufferings,  being 
made  conformable  unto  His  death,  if  by  any  means  I  might 
attain  unto  the  resurrection  of  the  dead."  Resurrection  in  the 
experience  of  the  living  child  of  God  is  a  spiritual  reality.  See 
how  this  is  portrayed  in  the  resurrection  or  Christ's  body  from 
the  tomb  of  Joseph  of  Arimathea.  The  entrance  to  the 
sepulchre  was  blocked  with  a  huge  stone  which  was  sealed. 
The  picked  men  of  the  Roman  army  were  set  as  a  watch,  but 
when  the  morning  of  the  resurrection-day  dawned,  the  glory  of 
the  Lord  shone  as  dazzline  brightness,  and  a  living  Christ 
issued  forth  victorious  from  the  tomb. 

'*  Vain  the  stone,  the  watch,  the  seal, 
Christ  hath  burst  the  gates  of  hell.** 

Hell's  designs  were  overthrown,  death's  power  was  destroyed, 
the  world,  represented  by  the  Roman  soldiers,  lay  as  dead  at 
His  feet.  Where  is  the  world  in  relation  to  you  and  me  this 
morning?  Listen!  "God  forbid  that  I  should  gloiy,  save  in 
the  cross  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  by  whom  the  world  is  crucified 
unto  me,  and  I  unto  the  world  "  (Gal.  vi.  14).  Oneness  with  a 
•  risen  Christ  places  the  world  beneath  our  fee^  with  all  the  world 
calls  good  or  great.  Lifted  up  into  resurrection  oneness  with 
Him  we  ©njoy  the  blessedness  of  that  set  before  us  by  the 
apostle  in  Eph.  ii.  4 — 6 :  "  But  God,  who  is  rich  in  mercy,  for 
His  great  love  wherewith  He  loved  us,  even  when  we  were  dead 
in  sins,  hath  quickened  us  together  with  Christ  (by  grace  ye  are 
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saved) ;  and  hath  raised  us  up  together,  and  made  us  sit  to- 
gether in  heavenly  places  in  Christ  Jesus.''  Mark  you,  this  is  not  a 
resurrection  in  prospect,  but  one  in  present  experience  and  blessed 
enjoyment.  It  was  this  that  caused  the  apostle  to  say,  ''  Our 
citizenship  is  in  heaven :  from  whence  also  we  look  for  the 
Saviour,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  shall  change  the  body  of 
our  humiliation  that  it  may  be  fashioned  like  unto  the  body  of 
His  glory,  according  to  the  working  whereby  He  is  able  to 
subdue  all  things  unto  Himself"  (Phfl.  iii.  20,  21).  The  resur- 
rection from  the  dead  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  the  declara- 
tion of  the  Father's  approbation  of,  and  delight  in  His  obedience 
and  boodH3hedding,the  earnest  and  pledge  of  the  spiritual  resur- 
rection of  the  members  who  stand  in  eternal  oneness  with  their 
gpreat  and  glorious  Head.  Turn  to  Acts  iv.  33:  "And  with 
great  power  gave  the  apostle  witness  of  the  resurrection  ot 
the  Lord  Jesus,  and  great  grace  was  upon  them  all."  The  faith- 
ful witnessing  to  the  resurrection  of  Christ  by  hearts  that  feel 
and  know  its  power  must  be  attended  by  the  grace  and  power 
of  God  the  Holy  Ghost  in  the  quickening,  counselling,  and  com- 
forting of  the  soul  eternally  loved. 

III. — The  gracious  characters—^*  He  that  believeth  in  Me, 
though  He  were  dead,  vet  shall  he  live ;  and  whosoever  liveth 
and  believeth  in  Me  shall  never  die.  The  living  children  of 
God  are  here  set  before  us  in  two  characters,  one  believing,  yet 
dead,  the  other  believing  and  alive.  As  we  know  and  experi- 
ence the  preciousness  and  power  of  Christ's  resurrection,  we  are 
painfully  conscious  of  death  working  in  us.  Before  resurrection 
there  must  be  death.  This  is  revealed  in  the  Saviour's  declare 
tion  to  Martha,  ''  He  that  beUeveth  in  Me,  though  he  were  dead, 
yet  shall  he  Uve."  It  is  set  forth  in  the  words  of  our  blessed 
Lord,  as  recorded  in  John  v.  24 :  •*  Verily,  verUy,  I  say  unto  you, 
He  that  heareth  Mv  words,  and  believeth  on  Him  that  sent  Me, 
hath  everlasting  li^,  and  shall  not  come  into  condemnation,  but 
is  passed  from  death  unto  life.  Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you, 
the  hour  is  coming,  and  now  is,  when  the  dead  shall  hear  the 
voice  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  they  that  hear  shall  live."  That 
you  may  have  a  right  understanding  of  this  glorious  truth,  let 
me  ask  you,  what  know  you  of  death  by  the  killing  power  of 
the  law  and  the  convicting  grace  of  God  the  ever-blessed  Spirit? 
It  is  a  precious,  but  painml  privilege  to  be  led  into  the  true 
understanding  of  that  set  forth  in  JEHOVAH'S  dealings  with 
His  ancient  people  Israel  recorded  in  Psalm  IxxviiL  34 :  **  When 
He  slew  them,  then  they  sought  Him ;  and  they  returned  and 
inqfrired  early  after  God.  And  they  remembered  that  God  was 
their  Rock,  and  the  High  God  their  Redeemer."  These  were 
slain  before  they  sought  This  death  is  described  by  Paul  in 
Rom.  vii.  9 :  "  For  I  was  alive  without  the  law  once ;  but  when 
the  commandment  came '' — ^not  when  I  went  to  the  command- 
ment, read,  or  made  use  of  it,  but — "  when  the  commandment 
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cmne,  fidn  revived,  and  I  died.    And  the  commandment,  which 

was  ordained  to  life,  I  found  to  be  unto  death.    For  ein,  taking 

occasion  by  the  conunandment,  deceived  me,  and  by  it  slew  me. 

jThis  killing  process  goes  on  wherever  God's  lightedus,  spiritual, 

and  ^ery  law  is  brought  home  to  the  heart  by  the  power  of  the 

Holy  Ghost.  Then  these  terrible  words  are  heard  and  spiritually 

understood:  "The soul  that  sinneth  shall  die"  (Ezek.  xviii.  4).    I 

know  by  painful  experience  that  I  not  only  have  sinned,  but  do 

.sin,  and  shall  sin  as  long  as  I  am  in  this  body.    This  causes  me 

.to  know,  and  feel,  and  confess  that  nothing  but  death  is  mine* 

If  I  judge  of  myself  before  my  God  according  to  anything  that 

can  spring  from  this  wretched  nature  of  mine,  death  is  my 

portion.    If  I  look  at  the  best  performances  of  my  hands,  deatli 

16  their  only  due.     If  I  weigh  well  my  own  words,  they  are  the 

pourings  out  of  an  open  sepulchre.     See  1    '*  Their  throat  is  an 

open  sepulchre  "  (Rom.  iii.  13).     That  speaks  of  the  mouth  ot 

.  every  man,  woman,  and  child  by  nature,  and  indicates  that  all 

coming  therefrom  is  nothing  but  corruption  when  judged  in  the 

Ught  of  JEHOVAH'S  infinite  holiness.     All  my  prayer,  praise, 

and  preaching,  apart  from  the  hidden   movements  of   God's 

blessed   Spirit  in  my  heart,  are  but  the  exhibitions  of  spiritual 

,  death  bated  and  abhon*ed  by  Him  and  by  every  poor  sinner 

whom  He  brings  into  the  searching  light  of  His  sacred  .and 

solemn  presence. 

Death  I  Ofttimes  the  living  children  of  God  experience  this 
when  they  would  be  most  ahve.  They  long  for  the  reviving 
power  of  God  the  ever-blessed  Spirit  in  their  heart ;  but  they 
are  languid  and  drooping.  They  would  ascend  in  spirit  to  the 
heights  of  the  covenant :  but  the  depths  of  the  earth  and  cleav- 
ing to  the  dust  is  their  portion.  They  long  to  hear  the  voice  of 
the  Beloved  saying,  **  Because  I  live  ye  shall  live  also,"  and  to  be 
blessed  with  the  assurance  expressed  in  the  language  of  Paul, 
"  I  am  crucified  with  Christ :  nevertheless,  I  live ;  ^et  not  I, 
but  Christ  Uveth  in  me ;  and  the  life  which  I  now  live  in  the 
flesh,  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved  me,  and 
gave  Himself  for  me"  (Gal.  ii.  20).  The  God-sent  preacher' 
ascends  the  pulpit  sometimes  with  a.  feeling  sense  of  desertion, 
dreariness,  and  death  ;  he  groans  for  the  reviving  power  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  he  longs  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  resurrection  life 
of  nis  glorious  Lord,  he  begs  for  living  words — words  of  grace 
,  made  life  to  him,  causing  him  to  Uve  above  himself  and  make 
him  a  spiritual  comforter  to  the  tried  and  tempted  in  Zion.  He 
attempts  to  forget  himself  and  think  of  nothing  but  Him  who^is 
his  only  Life  and  Love  ;  but  the  more  he  tries,  the  more  hafails. 
He  struggles  to  free  himself  from  the  death  which  depresses  him, 
and  from  the  grave  clothes  of  nature ;  but  the  more  he  struggle 
the  more  he  is  entangled.  Yet  in  a  moment,  in  the  twinkling  of 
an  eye,  ere  he  is  aware,  streams  of  rich  and  sovereign  grace  flow 
from  the  heights  above  where  a  precious  Jesus  ever  lives  for 
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him,  and  he  is  enabled  to  speak,  from  a  heart  boiling  and 
bubblinff  with  spiritual  gratituae,  of  the  things  which  he  handles 
and  feek,  and  there  is  joy  and  rejoicing  in  the  presence  of  his 
God.  The  same  death  is  ofttimes  felt  in  the  pew.  Frequently 
you  come  here  with  the  plaintive  inquiry,  "  What  think  ye,  will 
He  come  to  the  feast  ?  "  You  hope  He  will.  I  know  it  is  so. 
T  have  tried  to  join  in  singing  sweet  Gospel  hymns  when  my 
heart  has  been  as  hard  as  a  stone.  The  prayer  has  been  breathed 
before  the  presence  of  the  Kinff,  but  not  a  God-breathed  motion 
have  I  experienced  within.  The  preaching  has  been  a  glorious 
declaration  of  God's  sovereign  truth,  every  statement  corrobo- 
rated by  the  written  Word  and  made  life  and  power  to  some, 
while  I  have  had  to  lament  with  Job,  "  Lo,  He  goeth  by  me,  and 
I  see  Him  not :  He  passeth  on  also,  but  I  perceive  Him  not  '* 
(Job  ix.  11).  No  life  or  vitality  experienced,  but  a  death  that 
may  be  felt,  and  my  only  comfort  is  that  the  dead  know  nor  feel 
not  anything.  It  is  no  mean  mercy  to  the  child  of  God  that  ho 
can  sit  in  a  place  of  worship  and  feel  the  death  which  he  hates, 
and  long  for  the  life  which  a  covenant  God  in  Christ  alone  can 
communicate.  Is  this  in  keeping  with  God's  blessed  Word? 
Yes.  Look  at  the  experience  of  Heman  in  Psalm  Ixxxviii.  3 : 
*•  My  soul  is  full  of  troubles,  and  my  life  draweth  nigh  unto  the 
grave.  I  am  counted  with  them  that  go  down  into  the  pit :  I 
am  as  a  man  that  hath  no  strength.  Free  among  the  dead,  like 
the  slain  that  lie  in  the  grave,  whom  Thou  rememberest  no  more; 
and  they  are  cut  oflf  from  Thy  hand.  Thou  hast  laid  me  in  the 
lowest  pit,  in  darkness,  in  the  deeps."  I  know  this  was  the 
experience  of  the  Head  when  here  upon  earth,  and  you  may 
depend  upon  it,  Heman  felt  it  in  measure.  The  cry  still  goes 
forth  from  living  souls,  "  Wilt  Thou  show  wonders  to  the  dead? 
shall  the  dead  arise  and  praise  Thee  ?  "  Yes,  blessed  be  God, 
they  shall  and  do  within  these  walls  when  He  makes  Himself 
known  as  the  Resurrection  and  the  Life.  *'  Shall  Thy  lovinff- 
kindnessbe  declared  in  the  grave?  or  Thy  faithfulness  m 
destruction  ?  Shall  Thy  wonders  be  known  in  the  dark  ?  and 
Thy  righteousness  in  the  land  of  forgetfulness?  "  Most  assuredly 
all  this  shall  be  experienced  by  the  living  in  Jerusalem.  Paul 
sajrs,  **  we  shall  be  saved  by  His  life  "  (Rom.  v.  10).  What  life? 
His  resuiTection  life.  Saved  from  what?  Saved  from  that 
barren,  cold,  and  lifeless  state  over  which  we  so  often  grieve. 
And  here  let  me  ask  you.  Was  not  this  the  experience  of  our 
dear  old  friend  Jonah  ?  I  style  him,  our  dear  old  friend,  because 
I  can  claim  kindred  with  him  as  he  is  revealed  in  that  precious 
second  chapter  of  his:  "I  cried  by  reason  of  mine  affliction  unto 
the  LORD,  and  He  heard  me ;  out  of  the  belly  of  hell,"  or,  the 
grave^  *•  cried  I,  and  Thou  heardest  my  voice.  Then  I  said,  I  am 
cast  out  of  Thy  sight."  No  experience  of  the  life  of  God  in  the 
soul,  no  realisation  of  the  hope  with  which  He  inspires  the  hearts 
of  His  people ;  yet  blessed  with  this  evidence  of  His  life,  '^  I  will 
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look  again  toward  Thy  holy  temple."  Now  turn  with  me  to 
Isaiah  xxxviii.  14  :  "0  LORD,  I  am  oppressed  :  undertake  for 
me."  In  Hezekiah's  complaint  we  have  a  Scriptural  description 
of  God's  believing  people.  They  believe,  yet  are  tormented 
with  accursed  unbehef.  They  are  unbelieving,  doubting,  fear- 
ing, and  ofttimes,  according  to  their  own  judgment,  dead.  But 
the  testimony  of  the  Master  to  those  unbelieving  believers  is, 
**  I  am  the  Resurrection  and  the  Life ;  He  that  believeth  in  Me 
though  he  were  dead  yet  shall  he  live."  To  them  He  brings 
His  precious  promises  home  with  power,  and  cheers  them  with 
the  warm  assurance  of  His  undying  interest  in  them.  Let  ue 
look  at  the  other  character. 

**  Whosoever  liveth  and  believeth  in  Me  shall  never  die.^^  Are 
we  in  possession  qf  His  life?  It  is  everlasting.  It  may  be 
hidden  from  the  judgment  of  its  possessor,  but  it  is  safe  and  sure. 
**He  that  believeth  on  the  Son  hath  everlasting  life  "  (John  iii. 
36).  Are  we  born  again?  Then  we  can  never  die.  See 
1  Peter  i.  23 :  "  Being  born  again,  not  of  corruptible  seed,  but  of 
incorruptible,  by  the  Word  of  God,  which  liveth  and  abideth  for 
ever."  No  death,  decay,  or  destruction  to  the  life  seed  sown  by 
JEHOVAH  in  the  hearts  of  His  people.  The  possessors  experi- 
ence the  changing  spiritual  seasons  and  in  them  they  are  taught 
to  fear  their  Grod,  and  sometimes  express  themselves  in  that 
language  of  plaintive  assurance,  "  Thou,  which  hast  showed  me 
great  and  sore  troubles,  shalt  quicken  me  agaiuy  and  shalt  bring 
me  up  again  from  the  depths  of  the  earth  "  (Psalm  Ixxi.  20). 
God  knows  we  ofttimes  want  quickening  again  ;  we  want  to 
know  the  mind  of  God  and  are  left  in  doubt  about  it ;  we  long 
to  enjoy  His  love,  but  we  mourn  over  our  enmity ;  we  desire  and 
pray  to  live  in  the  Spirit  when  nothing  but  the  flesh  surrounds 
and  influences  us ;  we  beg  to  feast  upon  the  bounties  of  His 
table,  but  we  are  left  to  sigh  and  cry  at  mercy's  door.  Blessed 
be  His  dear  name,  He  has  promised  to  bring  us  safely  out  of  all 
our  troubles. 

IV. — A  GRAVE  QUESTION — **  Believest  thou  this  ?  "  Fleshly 
religious  highflyers  believe  not  this.  They  cannot  believe  it, 
understanding  none  of  those  exercises  pecuUar  to  those 
referred  to  in  the  words  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ :  "  He  that 
believeth,  though  he  were  dead."  The  children  of  God  love  to 
have  pertinent  and  pungent  questions  put  to  their  hearts  b;^the 
blessed  Teacher  and  heart-Searcher.  "Believest  thou  this!" 
There  can  be  no  resurrection  or  reviving  power  felt  in  the  heart, 
nor  any  experience  of  the  life  of  God  independently  of  oneness 
with  Him  who  is  the  Life  of  God  to  His  people.  As  the  question 
is  asked,  you  may  hesitate  to  answer,  but  it  will  be  your  joy  to 
read  your  character  in  that  of  those  who  were  your  Master's 
associates  upon  resurrection  ground.  Look  at  that  wonderful 
chapter,  Mark  xvi.  The  fifth  verse  reveals  affrighted  seekers  of 
Jesus.    Well  may  you  frightened  and  timid  seekers  of  Jesus 

..tized  by  Google 


"I  AM  THE  RESURRECTION  AND  THE  LIFE."  30& 

rejoice  at  such  a  declaration  as  this.  Look  at  verse  8:  '<And 
they  went  out  quickly,  and  fled  from  the  sepulchre :  for  they 
trembled  and  were  amazed  :  neither  said  they  anything  to  any 
man :  for  they  were  afraid."  Read  verse  9 :  "He  appeared 
first  to  Mary  Magdalene,  out  of  whom  He  had  cast  seven  devils*^ 
Mark  well  verses  10  and  11:  "And  she  went  and  told  them  that 
had  been  with  Him,  as  they  mourned  and  wept.  And  they,  when 
thejr  had  heard  that  He  was  aUve,  and  had  been  seen  of  her, 
beheved  not."  Then  notice  verse  14 :  "  Afterward  He  appeared 
unto  the  eleven  as  they  sat  at  meat,  and  upbraided  them  with 
their  unbelief  and  hardness  of  heart,  because  they  believed  not 
them  which  had  seen  Him  after  He  was  risen."  These  were  the 
characters  with  whom  a  precious  Christ  was  associated  on 
resurrection  ground :  Frightened  seekers ;  tremblers ;  amazed  ; 
Mary  Magdalene;  mourners;  weepers;  unbelieving  beUeverst 
We  can  bless  and  praise  His  hallowed  name  for  the  assurance 
that  He  is  still  the  same  in  identifying  Himself  with  us.  When 
He  comes  revealing  Himself  in  His  resurrection  power  and 
glory,  searching  our  hearts  with  the  question,  *'  Believest  thou 
this?  "  we  may  well  answer  Him  in  the  words  of  Martha,  "Yea,. 
Lord."  That  is  a  confession  of  His  sovereiffntv.  *'  I  believe 
that  Thou  art  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  God,  which  should  come 
into  the  world."     There  is  gracious  certainty  in  this. 

May  the  Lord  add  His  blessing  for  His  name's  sake.     Amen^ 

Before  we  separate,  let  me  say — It  was  our  lot  last  Wednesday 
afternoon  to  commit  to  the  duet  all  that  was  mortal  of  one  very 
near  and  dear  to  many  of  us  in  this  place.  The  service  was  a 
very  precious  and  solemn  one  to  me.  Our  dear  friend  and 
brother  RoUeston  officiated,  and  I  rejoiced  in  my  sorrow  to  hear 
that  blessed  man  of  God  read  that  service  over  the  remains  of 
one  of  whom  we  have  a  bright  hope  that  he  is  now  in  the 
presence  of  his  God  and  Saviour,  basking  in  the  unclouded 
sunshine  of  His  love.  My  heart  said  Amen  to  very  many 
precious  petitions  at  the  grave,  and  I  could  not  refrain  from  an 
inward  rejoicing  as  these  words  dropped  into  my  heart :  "  We 
give  Thee  hearty  thanks^  for  that  it  hath  pleased  Thee  to  deliver  this 
our  brother  out  of  the  miseries  of  this  sinful  world;  beseeching  Thee 
that  it  may  please  Thee^  of  Thy  gracious  goodness,  shortly  to  accomplish 
the  number  of  Thine  electa  and  to  hasten  Thy  kingdom/'  Yes,  my 
heart  bounded  with  thankfulness,  for  the  bereaved  ones  standing 
by  were  buoved  up  with  'the  blessed  hope  that  he  whom  they 
loved  so  well  was  then  divested  of  the  burden  of  the  flesh,  and 
free  from  all  sin  and  sorrow,  gazing  on  Him  he  loved,  and 
rejoicing  before  Him  with  unsinning  and  unceasing  delight. 

I  speak  of  him  this  morning,  not  because  I  can  make  an 
elaborate  display  of  his  faith,  hope,  love,  or  good  works,  for, 
when  spoken  to  at  any  time  concerning  these,  he  would 
in variamy  question  his  possession  of  them.     Were  it  now  possible 
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to  communicate  with  hie  ransomed  spirit  before  the  throne,  he 
would  have  nothing  to  say  concerning  himself.  The  one  Object 
of  the  Church's  love  and  adoration  is  all  his  joy  and  all  his  bliss. 
He  worshipped  here  in  spirit  and  in  truth.  He  was  a  retiring, 
doubting,  and  fearing  disciple.  An  unbelieving  believer.  The 
moment  I  heard  of  his  death,  my  heart  found  him  described  in 
those  blessed  words  of  Hart's : — 

"  Te  lambs  of  Christ's  fold,  ye  weaklings  in  faith, 
Who  long  to  lay  hold  on  life  by  His  death  ; 
Who  fain  would  believe  Hira,  and  in  your  best  room 
Would  gladly  receive  Him,  but  fear  to  presume." 

He  came  here  hungering  and  thirsting  after  righteousness,  and 
now  he  is  filled  with  it.  He  came  as  a  humble  suppliant  at  the 
footstool  of  sovereign  mercy,  he  is  now  a  rejoicing  conqueror 
before  the  throne  of  glory.  He  was  one  of  the  trustees  of  this 
chapel,  and  was  ever  found  faithful  to  his  trust.  His  one  aim 
and  desire  for  this  place  was  that  it  might  be  kept  sacred  for 
the  proclamation  of  JEHOVAH'S  free,  sovereign,  electing, 
redeeming,  regenerating,  and  glorifying  grace.  Discord  he 
hated,  and,  from  a  record  in  our  books,  we  learn  that  he  ever 
sought  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  God's  Zion. 

He  has  gone  to  that  blessed  home  of  the  Father,  prepared 
by  Him  from  the  foundation  of  the  world,  possessed  and  held  in 
undisturbed  security  by  the  Son,  the  earnest  of  which  is  given 
to  the  longing  hearts  of  Zion's  pilgrims  by  God  the  Holy  Ghost. 
May  it  be  yours  and  mine  so  to  enjoy  the  Master's  company 
here,  that  when  the  time  comes  for  Him  to  say,  "  Friends,  come 
up  higher,"  we  may  be  found  as  servants  waiting  for  our  Lord, 
and  an  entrance  be  ministered  unto  us  abundantly  by  Him  into 
His  everlasting  kingdom  and  glory.  Until  then  may  our  hope 
be  sweetly  stayed  with  the  blessed  assurance  that — 

In  Christ  there  is  no  condemnation  ; 
From  Christ  there  can  be  no  separation. 


Ju  Jlffedi0ttati)  ^emtmbranri 


OF 


EBENEZER     HUDSON     COWELL, 

WHO  BNTBBBD   INTO  HIS   BTBRNAL  RBST,   MAY   8th,   1879, 
AGED     54   YEARS. 


-:o:- 


"  Shew   me    Thy  Glouy." 
w 

'  My  soul  anticipates  the  daj, 
Would  stretch  her  wings  and  soar  away 
To  aid  the  song,  a  palm  to  bear, 
And  bow — ^the  chief  of  sinners — there." 
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rHE  PATH  OF  THE  JUST." 
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Pkkached  la  Qboys  Chapel,  CAHBEawBLL,  on  Sunday   Evkninu, 
Deoimbeb  12th,  1875,  bt 

THOMAS    BRADBURY. 


**  But  the  path  of  the  just  Is  as  the  shininf?  light,  that  shineth  more  and  more 
unto  the  perfect  day." — Proy.  iv.  18. 

IN  the  first  chapter  of  thiB  wondrous  book  of  Pro  verbs,  sixth  verse, 
we  read : — "  To  understand  a  proverb,  and  the  interpreta- 
tion {an  eloquent  weech,  margin) ;  the  words  of  the  wise,  and  their 
dark  sayings."  And  in  the  precedinff  verse :  "  A  wise  man  will 
hear,  and  will  increase  learning :  and  a  man  of  understanding 
shall  attain  unto  wise  counsels/'  Now,  for  wise  counsel  there 
must  be  a  wise  Counsellor,  and  for  the  understanding  of  a 
langftage  foreign  to  that  country  in  which  we  were  born  and  in 
which  we  have  found  a  home,  there  must  of  necessity  be  an 
Interpreter.  Everythingindependentof  this  wise  Counsellor,  of  this 
great  Interpreter,  is  dark  and  gloomy,  vague  and  meaningless. 
Who  is  this  wise  and  wonderful  Counsellor  ?  Who  is  this  great 
and  marvellous  Interpreter!  Who  can  bring  from  the  deep 
which  coucheth  beneath  the  proverbs  of  this  mysterious  Book 
words  of  instruction,  comfort,  and  encouragement  I  It  is  that 
*^OneMan  among  a  thousand,"  of  whom  Solomon  wrote  in  Eccles. 
vii.  28.  He  is  the  Oneof  a  thousand  of  whom  Elihu  spoke  to  Job : 
— "  If  there  be  a  Messenger  with  him,  an  Interpreter,  One  among 
a  thousand,  to  show  unto  manHisupriffhtness"  (Job  xxxiii.  23). 
This  is  the  Man  of  JEHOVAH'S  counsel,  the  exponent  of  His  will, 
the  Revealer  of  His  secrets,  the  Interpreter  of  His  Word  and 
providence.  He,  the  Son,  has  a  commission  from  the  Father  to 
declare  and  give  His  words  to  the  people  of  His  choice.  He 
shows  no  hesitancy  in  the  execution  of  the  commission,  but 
rather  exhibits  an  intensity  of  desire  to  communicate  His 
Father's  mind  to  all  the  children  given  to  Him  in  covenant 
before  the  foundation  of  the  world.     See !  "  0  righteous  Father, 
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the  world  hath  not  known  Thee  ;  but  I  have  known  Thee,  and 
these  have  known   that  Thou  hast  sent  Me.     And  I  have 
declared  unto  them  Thy  name,  and  will  declare  it;  that  the  love 
wherewith  Thou  hast  loved  Me  may  be  in  them,  and  I  in  them  " 
(John  xvii.  25, 26).    Our  Jesus,  the  Son  of  the  Father's  love,  is 
our  only  Interpreter,  He  alone  can  reveal  the  Father,  and  to 
Him  we  can  say,  with  Peter,  '*  Lord,  to  whom  shall  we  go  t  Thou 
hast  the  words  of  eternal  life"  (John  vi.  68).    One  of  a  thousand  1 
Ay,  One  of  a  thousand  1  for  we  only  go  to  Him  after  we  have 
sought  counsel  from  the  999.    Is  not  this  the  case  with  you  and 
me  ?     If  there  appear  any  difficulties  on  the  face  of  God's  Holy 
Word,  if  we  experience  perplexities  in  His  providence,  seek  we 
not  counsel  one  of  another,  instead  of  appealing  to  Him  who  can 
unravel  all  mysteries,  remove  all  doubts,  and  bring  us  into  the 
light  of  JEHOVAH  ?     Blessed  be  God,  this  is  the  Messenger  of 
love  to  our  hearts,  the  Intei-preter  of  light  to  our  understanding, 
and  the  Communicator  of  life  to  our  drooping  spirits.     As  we 
behold  His  uprightness,  by  the  illuminating  power  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  we  worship  God  in  the  Spirit,  make  our  boast  in  Christ 
Jesus,   and  have   no   confidence  in  the  flesh.     Look  at  that 
precious  portion  in  Eph.  i.  17  : — "  That  the  God  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  the  Father  of  glory,  mav  give  unto  you  the  Spirit 
of  wisdom  and  revelation  in  the  knowledge  of  Him ;  "  or,  a^you 
read  in  the  margin,  "  for  the  acknowledgment  of  Him."    Now, 
without  the  acknowledgment  of  a  precious  Christ,  in  the  passage 
before  us,  there  will  be  no  shining  light  to  our  souls ;  but  as  we 
are  brought  by  the  teaching  of  the  Holy  Ghost  to  acknowledge 
Him,  all  difficulties  in  connection  with  the  passage  vanish,  and 
that  is  fulfilled  in  our  hearts'  experience  : — "  "With  Thee  is  the 
fountain  of  life,  and  in  Thy  light  shall  we  see  light."    That's  it  I 
In  the  person  of  a  precious  Christ  we  have  One  who  gives  us 
to  understand  a  proverb,  and  the  interpretation;    wnile  His 
grace-filled  lips  and  eloquent  speech  mase  plain  the  words  of 
the  wise,  and  throw  glonous  and  gracious  lignt  upon  their  dark 
sayings.     The  Father  hath  given  us  a  spiritual  understanding 
(1  John  V.  20) ;  the  Son  of  His  love  opens  the  understanding 
(Luke  xxiv.  45) ;  the  blessed  Spirit  enlightens  the  understand 
ing,  and  takes  of  the  beauties,  blessings,  and  bounties  of  the 
covenant,  and  shows  them  unto  us  (John  xvi.  13 — 15).     In  this 
everlasting,  sure,  and  well-ordered  covenant,  the  children  of  God 
have  secured  unto  them  a  gracious  Interpreter  who  is  called  by 
way  of  pre-eminence,  **  The  Wisdom  of  God  "  (1  Cor.  i.  24).   He 
is  not  simply  wisey  but  Wisdom  ;  and  those  who  are  wise  in  Him, 
are  wise  indeed,  and  all  are  fools  beside.     In  the  person  and 
work  of  Emmanuel,  dark  sayings  and  parables  appear  plain, 
precious,  and  profitable ;  but  '*  without   Christ "  this  book  of 
Proverbs  is  a  collection  of  puzzles  and  paradoxes.     Without 
Him  these  dark  sayings  prove  Solomon  almost  a  greater  task- 
master than  Moses.    Ah  I  blessed  be  God,  the  Interpreter  has 
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appeared,  and  from  these  precious  proverbs  He  gives  to  the 
OQildren  of  Zion  many  a  sweet  lesson  m  the  language  of  Canaan. 
This  Interpreter  has  to  do  with  a  language  which  earthly 
linguists  cannot  touch.  The  reprobate  Pilate  could  translate 
from  Greek  into  Hebrew,  and  from  Hebrew  into  Latin  (Luke 
xziiL  38),  but  our  Interpreter  opens  up  the  dark  sayings  of  His 
own  Book  in  Heaven's  own  language — the  language  of  the 
redeemed  sinner's  need,  the  language  which  speaks  an  abundant 
supply  according  to  JEHOVAH'S  riches  in  glory  by  Jesus 
Christ 

Let  us  look  at  the  text. 

"  But  I "  This  word  throws  it  in  striking  contrast  with 
something  stated  immediatelv  before.  Look  at  ver.  14 :  "  Enter 
not  into  tne  path  of  the  wicked,  and  go  not  in  the  way  of  evil 
men.  Avoia  it,  pass  not  by  it,  turn  from  it,  and  pass  away. 
For  they  sleep  not  except  they  have  done  mischief ;  and  their 
sleep  is  taken  away,  unless  they  cause  some  to  fall.  For  they 
eat  the  bread  of  wickedness,  and  drink  the  wine  of  violence." 
If  you  want  moral  maxims,  here  are  some  most  excellent  for  fast 
young  men  in  these  days  of  degeneracy  and  profligacy. 
Though,  mark  you,  moral  maxims  may  suit  hypocrites  and  proud 
professors,  but  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  will  alone  satisfy 
the  living  children  of  God.  "  But !  "  Here  we  see  the  contrast 
between  the  two  paths — the  path  to  eternal  perdition,  and  the 
path  to  eternal  glorjr ;  the  path  leading  to  the  grip  of  Satan,  the 
other  to  the  everlasting  and  unceasing  embrace  of  a  covenant- 
God  and  Father ;  the  one  leading  to  holiness,  happiness,  and 
heaven,  the  other  to  corruption,  death,  and  damnation.  '*But 
the  path  of  the  just  is  as  the  shining  light,  that  shineth  more 
and  more  unto  the  perfect  day."  As  we  search  through  God's 
blessed  Book  we  find  this  path  described  in  a  variety  of  ways. 

In  the  sermon  on  the  mount,  that  remarkable  exposition  of 
the  spirituality  of  the  Divine  law,  we  find  two  gates,  two  ways. 
See  Matt  vii.  13,  14 :  "  Enter  ye  in  at  the  strait  gate  :  for  wide 
is  the  gate,  and  broad  is  the  way,  that  leadeth  to  destruction, 
and  many  there  be  that  go  in  thereat.     Because  strait  is  the 

Ste,  and  narrow  is  the  way,  which  leadeth  unto  life,  and  few 
Bre  be  that  find  it."  Look  again  at  Job  xxviii.  7,  8 :  *'  There 
is  a  path  which  no  fowl  knoweth,  and  which  the  vulturous  eye 
hath  not  seen.  The  lion's  whelps  have  not  trodden  it,  nor  the 
fierce  lion  passed  by  it."  Seel  Satan's  brood  cannot  tread 
that  path,  such  are  ignorant  of  it,  and  go  gaily  on  their  way  to 
eternal  destruction.  The  vulture's  eye  sees  not  the  path  to  gloiy. 
The  vulture,  according  to  the  law  of  Moses,  was  an  unclean  bird, 
typical  of  all  unclean  professors  from  that  day  to  the  end  of  time ; 
so,  then,  no  unclean  professor,  however  high  he  may  soar  in 
the  regions  of  Scriptural  knowledge  and  religious  attainment, 
can  for  a  moment  see  and  eujoy  the  hidden  mysteries  of  this  path. 
Balaam,  with  marvellous  light  in  bis  head  and  eloquence  on^his 
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tougue,  might  behold  wonders  from  the  tops  of  the  rocks ;  but 
he  remained  totally  ignorant  of  the  way  to  the  heart  of  a  cove- 
nant God  in  ChriBt.  "  There  is  a  way  that  seemeth  right  unto  a 
man ;  but  the  end  thereof  are  the  ways  of  death  ''  (Prov.  xvi. 
25).  If  I  were  standing  here  as  a  mere  moralist,  I  might 
expatiate  on  the  evils  of  debauchery,  immorality,  and  profligacy, 
and  spend  my  time  in  seeking  the  outward  reformation  of  the 
masses ;  but  having  been  led  into  the  depths  of  inbred  corrup- 
tion and  uncleanness,  I  cannot  waste  my  energies  and  com- 
promise my  commission  in  cleansing  and  adorning  the  religious 
exterior  while  the  interior  spiritually  is  corruption  itself,  and  the 
cleansed  and  adorned  one  must  go  to  the  depths  of  hell  with  a  lie 
in  his  right  hand.  The  Gospel  of  the  grace  of  God  teaches  elect 
ones  to  deny  ungodliness  and  worldly  lusts,  and  to  live  soberly, 
righteously,  and  godly.  Where  do  we  find  such  incentives 
against  sin  as  those  found  in  the  revelation  of  the  terrible 
sufferings  of  the  sinless  Saviour  on  Calvary's  bloody  tree? 
Objectors  to  the  truth  of  Divine  sovereignty  may  start  up  and 
ask,  "  Shall  we  continue  in  sin  that  grace  may  abound  t  "  But 
the  true-born  child  of  God  hurls  back  the  hellish  suggestion  with, 
"  God  forbid  I  How  shall  we  that  are  dead  to  sm,  live  any 
longer  therein  t"  while  it  is  gloriously  true  that  where  sin 
abounded  grace  did  much  more  abound. 

But,  the  path  of  the  just  is  a  narrow  one.  How  broad  is  it  ? 
What  are  its  bounds!  See!  So  narrow,  that  none  but  Christ 
can  truly  walk  therein.  It  is  a  holy  path,  and  there  is  none 
holy  but  the  Lord.  It  is  a  living  path,  and  there  is  no  life  but  in 
Christ.  Where  is  the  just  ?  "  There  is  not  a  just  man  upon  earth 
that  doeth  good  and  sinneth  not."  Where  is  the  path  of  the 
just?  He  who  is  truly  the  Just  One  is  also  the  Path  in  whom 
we  walk.  The  first  man  Adam  was  made  perfect,  upright ;  but 
in  the  development  of  the  Divine  purposes,  the  introduction  of 
evil  into  this  world  became  a  certain  and  a  startling  fact.  This 
is  a  marvellous  mystery,  before  which  God-wrought  faith  bows 
with  profound  reverence,  and  waits  until  all  is  explained  above. 
In  our  finite  capacity,  and  with  our  poor,  weak  stretch  of  mind, 
we  cannot  comprehend  the  secret  things  which  belong  unto  the 
LORD  our  God,  but  as  He  communicates  His  secrets,  and  opens 
up  His  glorious  counsels,  new  and  Divine  delights  seize  our 
hearts,  causing  us  to  glory  in  Him  our  covenant  5od  and  Lord. 
Many  imagine  that  when  Adam  sinned,  being  questioned  by  the 
Eternal  Word,  he  threw  the  blame  of  his  act  upon  God  and  Eve. 
Ah,  my  friends,  Adam  did  nothing  of  the  Kind.  Adam,  the 
figure  of  Him  who  was  to  come,  stood  trembling  before  the 
Eternal  Word,  for  He  it  was  who  sought  Adam  in  the  cool  of 
the  day,  and  found  him  behind  the  trees  of  the  garden.  He 
called  to  Adara,  not  to  Eve,  "  Where  art  thou!  "  And  when 
before  assembled  worlds  the  last  Adam  shall  appear,  His  Eve 
shall  hear  Him  say,  **  Here  am  I,  and  she  whose  sms  I  bore  and 
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whose  respoDsibiUty  I  took  upon  Myself  is  here,  righteous  m  My 
righteousness,  comely  in  My  comeliness,  accepted  in  Me."  Our 
first  father  Adam  laid  not  the  blame  upon  his  Eve.  He  con- 
fessed unreservedly  his  sin  in  a  plain  statement  of  the  facts — 
"The  woman  whom  Thou  gavest  with  me,  she  gave  me  of  the 
tree,  and  I  did  eat."  The  woman  hesitated  not,  when  con- 
fronted, but  said,  "  The  serpent  beguiled  me,  and  I  did  eat." 
Can  anything  be  plainer?  This  is  a  marvellous  type  of  Christ 
and  His  Church  I  0  how  gloriouslv  does  the  last  Adam,  our  most 
glorious  Christ,  appear,  as  He  takes  to  Himself  every  sin,  every 
charge,  every  accusation  which  may  be  laid  against  His  Church, 
and  puts  them  for  ever  away,  while  He  cleaves  to  her  His  own 
lovea  wife  and  hates  to  put  away.  But  in  Adam  the  first  we 
see  sin,  guilt,  shame,  and  condemnation.  He  be^at  a  son  in  his 
own  likeness,  not  in  the  image  of  God,  for,  "  Who  can  bring  a 
clean  thing  out  of  an  unclean  ?  '*  Adam's  sons  and  daughters 
are  all  corrupt,  depraved,  unrighteous.  Look  at  Gen.  vi.  5 : 
^*  And  God  saw  that  the  wickedness  of  man  was  great  in  the 
earth,  and  that  every  imagination  of  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  was 
only  evil  and  that  continually."  Mark  1  Only  evil,  always  evil. 
This  is  universal,  total  depravity.  Imaginations,  thoughts,  pur- 
poses, desires  of  man's  heart  onli/  evil,  without  one  redeeming 
feature  or  compensating  quality.  Moral  impro  vemen  ts,  educational 
advantages,  religious  observances,  effect  no  change  before  the 
eyes  of  Him  with  whom  we  have  to  do.  Only  evil,  continually 
evil,  never  anything  else  but  evil,  is  God's  judgment  concerning 
universal  man. 

Turn  with  me  and  glance  at  the  first  three  chapters  of  the 
Epistle  to  the  Romans.  The  first  chapter  gives  an  awful 
description  of  the  Gentile  world  ;  vet  not  more  awful  than  true, 
So  frightful  is  the  account  given,  that  to  read  it  in  a  mixed  con- 
gregation must  brine  the  crimson  blush  of  shame  to  one's  cheek. 
The  second  chapter  displays  religious  man  with  all  the  privileges, 
rites,  ceremonies,  and  so-called  means  that  God  could  bestow 
upon  him.  And  what  was  the  religious  Jew  as  he  stood  forti- 
fied with  the  rites  of  his  religion,  but  destitute  of  the  grace  of 
Godt  Simply  a  spangled  hypocrite,  an  enemy  of  God.  Now, 
look  at  the  third  cnapter  and  ninth  verse :  "  We  have  before 
proved,  both  Jews  and  Gentiles,  that  they  are  all  under  sin." 
Now,  he  had  not  pnoved  anything  of  the  kind,  but  as  you  read 
in  the  margin  of  this  verse,  he  had  charged  them  as  being  all 
under  sin.  He  then  proceeds  in  a  string  of  quotations  from  the 
Old  Testament  Scriptures  to  prove  the  charge.  And,  what  a 
picture!  Philosophers,  philanthropists,  political  economists, 
prelates,  priests,  princes,  and  plebeians,  all  ic^nore  and  discard  it. 
Yet,  "  Let  God  be  true,  but  eveir  man  a  liar."  Listen  to  the 
wise  man :  "  Lo,  this  only  have  I  found,  that  God  hath  made 
man  uprifi'ht ;  but  they  have  sought  out  many  inventions " 
(Ecoles.  vii.  29).    Such  is  the  perversity  of  human  nature,  that, 
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if  man  has  not  a  way  to  sin  ready  at  band,  he  will  invent  one. 
I  look  at  sin  according  to  God's  estimate  and  judgment  thereof. 
What  is  sin  ?  Anything  and  everything,  thought,  look,  word  or 
action,  apart  from  Christ.  It  does  not  matter  whether  a 
man  be  pious  or  profane,  religious  or  irreligious,  his  actions, 
though  virtues  in  the  eyes  of  bis  fellow-men,  if  they  flow  not 
from  union  with  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  are  nothing  more  to  Him 
than  the  most  horrible  vices.  Where  is  the  just!  Among  the 
progeny  of  Adam  he  cannot  be  found.  Where  is  the  just  man 
that  doeth  good  and  sinneth  not  t  He  is  found  in  ibe  person  of 
Jesus.  JESUS  is  that  just  One.  He  is  just  in  His  tnoughts, 
looks,  words,  and  works.    JEHOVAH  has  wrought  a  miracle  of 

5 race,  for  that  unclean  thing,  Mary,  has  brought  forth  that  clean 
ESUS.  Mark  well  the  words  of  Gabriel  to  that  highly- 
favoured,  yet  sinful,  woman :  **  The  Holy  Ghost  shall  come  upon 
thee,  and  the  power  of  the  Highest  shall  overshadow  thee ; 
therefore  also  that  Holy  Thing  which  shall  be  born  of  thee  shall 
be  called  the  Son  of  God"  (Luke  i.  35).  Jesus  was  born  through 
Divine  interposition,  and  not  by  natural  generation.  Human 
impossibilities  became  more  than  Divine  possibilities,  and  in  this 
instance  we  see  a  glorious  fact.  Yes,  Mary,  the  unclean  sinner, 
by  Divine  grace  and  power,  brought  forth  the  Holy  Child  Jesus. 
Have  you  not  noticed  the  controverey  which  has  raged  upon 
this  point  ?  That  exalted,  yet  contemptible,  blasphemer,  the 
present  Pope,  can  dogmatize,  with  all  the  slime  of  the  serpent, 
upon  the  immaculate  conception  of  Mary ;  but,  let  Mary  speak 
for  herself,  and  she  proves  the  Pope  a  liar.  Listen  I  Mary 
speaks,  and  her  testimony  is  sweet  and  precious  to  the  hearts  of 
those  who  are  spiritually  one  with  her,  out  hidden  from  those 
who  own  her  as  (jueen  of  heaven  : — "  My  soul  doth  magnify  the 
Lord,  and  my  spirit  hath  rejoiced  in  God  my  Saviour."  Mary^s 
eyes  were  enlightened  to  acknowledge  her  Son  to  be  her  King 
and  Lord,  and  to  see  in  that  Holy  Thing  which  was  bom  of  her, 
her  Saviour  and  her  God.  The  poor  Irish  child  hit  the  mark 
when  he  said,  ''It  was  Jesus  in  the  heart  and  not  in  the  womb 
of  Mary  that  she  rejoiced  in  as  her  salvation."  It  is  fearful  to 
contemplate  the  height  of  audacity  and  presumption  to  which 
that  awful  apostate  Manning  has  attained,  and  to  which  in  the 
pride  and  enmity  of  his  heart  he  has  been  lifted  by  the  devil,  in 
arrogating  for  Mary  equality  in  salvation  and  mediation  with  Him 
whose  name  is  above  every  name  in  heaven,  earth,  and  hell. 
Look  at  that  terrible  declaration  of  the  Holy  Ghost  by  Paul : 
*'  And  for  this  cause  God  shall  send  them  strong  delusion,  that 
they  should  believe  a  lie,  that  they  all  might  be  damned  who 
believe  not  the  truth,  but  had  pleasure  m  unrighteousness" 
(2  Thess.  ii.  11,  12).  Manning  and  his  tribe  are  in  that  fearful 
GJod-sent  delusion,  and  its  doom  must  be  accomplished  in  all 
those  for  whom  JEHOVAH  in  His  invincible  grace  interposes 
not. 
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Blessed  be  God,  the  Just  One  has  appeared.  He  oould  ever 
look  up  in  the  face  of  the  Father  and  say,  without  hesitancy  or 
reserve,  **  I  do  always  those  things  that  please  Him  '*  (/ohn 
viii,  29).  Yes,  He  was  just,  righteous,  holy,  perfect,  in  every 
step  of  that  path  of  righteousness  and  rectitude  which  infinite 
wisdom  designed  for  Him  to  walk  in.  Perfect  resignation  and 
acquiescence  to  His  Father^s  will  characterizes  Him.  ''  Being 
found  in  fashion  as  a  man.  He  humbled  Himself."  That  is  what 
we  cannot  do ;  but,  blessed  be  God,  we  are  humbled  when,  by 
the  power  of  God  the  Holy  Ghost,  we  have  revealed  in  us  His 
sweet  humility.  "He  became  obedient  unto  death,  even  the 
death  of  the  cross."  From  the  first  sigh  on  His  virgin  mother's 
breast,  to  the  last  ^oan  upon  Calvary's  bloody  tree,  we  see 
pure,  unsullied  obedience  to  the  law  and  to  God — an  obedience 
which,  one  has  well  said,  an  angel's  tear  would  soil.  Ah,  my 
friends,  this  is  glorious.     Listen ! 

**  How  glorious  was  the  work  He  wrought, 
While  dwelling  on  this  earthly  globe  ; 
When  each  good  deed,  and  each  pure  thought, 
Conspired  to  weave  our  spotless  robe. 

Thus  Jesus  wrought  our  righteousness, 

Our  guilt  sustained,  our  sorrows  !^ore, 
Secured  our  eyerlasting  peace, 

And  triumphed  o'er  the  serpent's  power.'* 

*•  Christ  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteousness  to  every  one 
that  believeth "  (Rom.  x.  4).  The  obedience  required  by  the 
law  He  has  given,  the  satisfaction  for  sin,  which  it  demanded. 
He  has  presented  on  behalf  of  His  Church  and  people.  Each 
one  is  brought  by  the  Holy  Ghost  to  confess :  "  In  the  Lord 
have  I  righteousness  and  strength  "  f  Isa.  xl  v.  24) :  and  the  Word 
declares,  for  the  comfort  of  all  wno  hunger  and  thirst  after 
righteousness,  ^*In  the  Lord  shall  all  the  seed  of  Israel  be 
justified,  and  shall  glory  "  (Isa.  xlv.  25).  He,  Himself  the 
Righteous  One,  is  the  righteousness  of  His  people,  and  they  are 
taught  that  precious  truth,  **  For  He  hath  made  Him  sin  for  us, 
who  knew  no  sin,  that  we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of 
God  in  Him  "  (2  Cor.  v,  21).  "  Of  God  1 "  Before  the  worlds 
were  framed,  the  whole  election  of  grace  were  in  Christ  Jesus. 

"  Then,  in  the  glass  of  His  decrees, 

Christ  and  His  Bride  appeal d  as  one  : 
Her  sins,  by  imputation,  His, 
While  she  in  spotless  splendour  shone/' 

•*  Of  God  1 "    By  pure  regenerating  grace  are  they  in  Him 

trustified  from  all  things  from  which  they  could  not  be  justified 
)y  the  law  of  Moses,  perfect  in  Christ  Jesus,  "  accepted  in  the 
Beloved,"  "  Complete  in  Him."  Is  His  name  THE  LORD  OUR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS  t  (Jer.  xxiii.  6.)  This  is  the  name  where- 
with  she  shall  be  called,  **  THE  LORD  OUR  RIGHTEOUS- 
NESS  "  (Jer.  xxxiii.).  Does  our  glorious  Emmanuel  stand  at 
this  moment  before  God  without  spot  or  wrinkle  ?     He  is  there 
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for  xm  and  as  we :  "  For  as  He  is  so  we  are  in  this  world." 
Perfect  I  Complete  I  We  may  mourn  over  our  sinfulness  and 
shortcomings,  but  this  affects  not  our  state  in  Him.  '^  There  is 
not  a  justified  man  upon  earth  that  doeth  good  and  sinneth  not^" 
and  "  if  we  say  that  we  have  no  sin,  we  deceive  ourselves,  and 
the  truth  is  not  in  us ;  but  if  we  confess  our  sins,  He  is  faithful 
and  just  to  foreive  us  our  sins,  and  to  cleanse  us  from  all 
unrighteousness.  Yet,  in  Him,  though  sinning,  we're  free  from 
all  sm.  Now,  all  those  who  are  '*  made  the  righteousness  of 
God  in  Him,"  those  to  whom  He  says,  by  the  power  and  grace 
of  His  Spirit,  *'  Thou  art  all  fair.  My  love ;  there  is  no  spot  in 
thee,"  have  a  path  mapped  out  for  them  in  which  they  must 
walk.  What  is  this  path?  Rather  ask.  Who  is  this  path? 
Listen  I  *^  I  am  the  Way,  and  the  Truth,  and  the  Life :  no  man 
Cometh  unto  the  Father  but  by  Me  "  (John  xiv.  6).  "  I  am  the 
Way"  in  which  My  people  walk.  "1  am  the  Truth  "  through 
which  they  are  guided.  "  1  am  the  Life  "  by  whom  they  are 
preserved.  ''As  ye  have  therefore  received  Christ  Jesus  the 
Lord,  so  walk  ye  in  Him  "  (Col.  ii.  6).  Do  you  see  the  path  into 
which  all  the  elect  of  God  are  guided,  and  in  which  all  the 
redeemed  must  walk  ?  This  path  is  Christ,  the  Accomplisher  of 
God*s  purposes  of  grace  in  and  for  the  loved  ones  of  His  heart. 
Christ,  the  Performer  of  the  Father's  promises;  Christ,  the 
Sustainer  of  the  Father's  glory;  Christ,  the  Exponent  of  the 
Father's  will;  Chi-ist,  the  Revealer  of  the  Father's  secrets; 
Christ,  the  Way,  and  the  only  Way,  to  the  Father's  heart. 
Papists  and  heretics  point  to  other  ways,  but  all  end  in  death 
ana  damnation.  Mark  this  weU  I  **  Neither  is  there  salvation 
in  aj]y  other :  for  there  is  none  other  name  under  heaven  eiven 
among  men  whereby  we  must  be  saved  "  (Acts  iv.  12  J.  It  is  not 
whereoy  we  may ;  but  whereby  we  must.  Glorious  certainty  I 
Weil,  now,  biaving  "received  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord,  so  walk 
ye  in  Him."  Are  you  in  Him  ?  In  Him,  as  the  path  of  life,  jre 
are  not  dead.  In  Him,  the  way  of  peace,  ye  are  not  now  enemies 
to  God.  In  Him,  as  the  way  of  holiness,  ye  are  holy  in  Him. 
Mark  I  Here  we  have  to  do  with  Christ,  the  Path  in  whom  we 
walk.  Do  we  walk  !  Sometimes  we  halt  and  limp  like  Jacob ; 
but  He  hears  our  cry,  ''  Hold  Thou  me  up,  and  I  shall  be  safe  " 
(Psa.  cxix.  117).  Sometimes  we  stumble  and  fall  in  the  darkness; 
yet  the  cry  ascends  to  Him,  *'  Make  Thy  way  plain  before  my 
lace."  Sometimes  we  are  faint  and  weary,  and  cannot  take  a 
sbgle  step.  He  then  gently  picks  me  up  and  carries  me  in  His 
arms  of  love.  But  sometimes  I  wander  from  Him  I  love,  yet 
still  He  iorsakes  me  not,  but  reveals  Himself  to  me  as  my  Great 
and  Glorious,  Faithful  and  Merciful,  Succouring  and  Sympa- 
thising High-Priest,  "Who  can  have  compassion  upon  the 
i^orant,  and  on  them  that  are  out  of  the  way."  Oh,  what  a 
nch  and  unspeakable  mercy  to  know  that  we  are  in  the  arms  of 
a  carrying  God  I 
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''  The  path  of  the  just  is  as  the  shining  light.**  ''  The  shining 
light  I  "  What  is  itt  That  which  appears  amidst  the  darkness 
and  gloom  which  oftentimes  surrounds  the  way-worn  pilgrim  and 
stranger.  "Arise,  shine,  for  thy  light  is  come,  and  tne  glory  of 
the  Lord  is  risen  upon  thee  "  (Isa.  Ix.  1).  Good  old  Simeon, 
who  had  waited  long  to  see  the  Lord  Christ,  as  he  took  the  Babe 
in  his  arms,  saw  in  Him.  "A  Light  to  lighten  the  Gentiles  and 
the  glory  of  God's  people  Israel"  (Luke  ii.  32).  Christ  is  the 
True  Light  through  which  the  Divine  counsels,  communications, 
and  comfoiis  flow  to  the  waiters  and  enquirers  at  Zion's  gates. 
Light  1  The  grandest  figure  employed  bv  the  Holy  Ghost  in 
the  Scriptures  of  truth  to  show  forth  the  glories  of  JEHOVAH- 
JESUS.  Snow  is  white  and  beautiful,  but  it  tarries  not  long, 
and  the  faintest  touch  soils  and  mars  its  beauty.  In  the  first 
creation  God  said,  "  Let  there  be  light,  and  there  was  light." 
In  the  new  creation,  "  God,  who  commanded  the  light  to  shine 
out  of  darkness,  hath  shined  in  our  hearts,  to  give  the  light  of 
the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Clirist** 
(2  Cor.  iv.  6).  This  light  which  shines  above  the  glory  of  the 
sun  can  never  be  sullied,  its  rays  dart  through  fogs  and  vapours 
dense  and  dark,  through  regions  of  corruption,  yet  contract  no 
defilement.  God*s  Son  is  the  "  brightness  of  His  ^lorv  and  the 
express  image  of  His  person  "  (Heb.  i.  3).  He  is  the  bright 
Morning  Star  and  glorious  Sun  of  Righteousness  to  His  beloved 
Church  and  people.  Ay,  and  when  He  shines  into  the  heart, 
darkness  flies  away,  doubts  disappear,  and  we  experience  a 
morning  without  clouds,  a  season  of  clear  shining  after  rain. 
Blessed  be  God,  there  is  no  cloud  of  sin,  ignorance,  corruption, 
or  pollution  to  be  seen  in  Him. 

**  In  darkest  shades,  if  He  appear, 
Mj  dawning  is  begun ; 
He  is  mj  sours  bright  Morning  Star, 
And  He  my  Rising  Son/' 

But ''  the  Path  of  the  just  is  as  the  shining  Light  that  shineth 
more  and  more  unto  the  perfect  day."  Mark  those  words,  '^that 
$Mneth  more  and  mare.'^  I  think  I  bear  an  anxious  soul  exclaim, 
''  That  shining  more  and  more  has  greatly  nuzzled  and  perplexed 
me,  for  I  find,  instead  of  shining  more  ana  more,  I  grow  darker 
and  darker  I "  Thank  God  for  that !  for  as  assuremy  as  God's 
Christ  is  thy  Light  and  thy  glory, 

**  The  more  His  glories  strike  thine  eje, 
The  humbler  t£oa  shalt  lie/* 

My  heart  sickens  to  hear  so  much  of  that  vile  rubbish,  nerfection 
in  the  flesh,  progressive  sanctification,  holiness  of  faitn.  Whjr, 
my  dear  friends,  there  is  as  much  of  these  things  to  be  found  in 
the  devil  as  can  be  found  in  us.  This  portion  of  God's  revela- 
tion to  the  elect  is  a  glorious  declaration  of  what  Christ  is  and 
what  He  will  be  again  and  again  to  those  who  often  walk  in 
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darkness  and  in  the  shadow  of  death.  He  who  is  the  Path  is 
also  the  Light  in  which  His  brethren  walk.  Is  Christ  in  me  a 
well  of  water?  It  will  "bubble  up,**  and  spring  up  into  ever- 
lasting life.  Is  He  the  Incorruptible  Seed  sown  in  the  honest 
and  good  heart  of  God's  own  giving  ?  It  shall,  in  spite  of  rough 
winds  and  stormy  weather,  bring  forth  fruit  unto  life  eternal. 
Is  He  the  Smoking  Flax  !  Blessed  be  His  dear  name,  the  smoke 
shall  disappear  in  everlasting  flames  of  Light,  and  Life,  and 
Love.  Look  at  that  glorious  description  of  the  love  of  God  in 
Christ  Jesus  to  sinners  and  enemies  in  Rom.  v.  8,  9  :  "  But  God 
commendeth  His  love  toward  us,  in  that,  while  we  were  yet 
sinners,  Christ  died  for  us."  0  what  a  sweet  and  heavenly  ray 
of  light  that  brings  into  the  living  sinner's  soul.  Chiist  died  for 
me  I  This  is  the  discovery  of  the  Path,  but  new  beauties  shall 
be  revealed  and  increasing  light  shall  be  thrown  upon  it.  Read 
the  ninth  verse  :  "Much  more,  then,  being  now  justified  by  His 
blood,  we  shall  be  saved  from  wrath  through  Him.  For  if,  when 
we  were  enemies,  we  were  reconciled  to  God  by  the  death  of 
His  Son,  mtich  rnore^  being  reconciled,  we  shall  be  saved  by  His 
life."  What  life  t  Not  His  life  of  perfect  obedience  here  upon 
earth  in  which  we  are  eternally  justified ;  but  the  risen  life  of 
all-prevalent  intercession  before  the  face  of  the  Father  for  us. 
His  soul  was  made  in  death  an  offering  for  sin ;  and  the  promise 
was  ful611ed :  "  He  shall  prolong  His  days."  In  His  glorious 
tesurrection  and  ascension  with  great  triumph  into  His  kmgdom 
in  heaven  we  see  the  "  much  more ; "  av,  the  "  more  and  more.^ 
He  pleads!  He  asks!  He  demands  I  He  commands!  "Father, 
I  will  that  they  also,  whom  Thou  hast  given  Me,  be  with  Me 
where  I  am  ;  that  they  may  behold  My  glory,  which  Thou  hadt 
given  Me ; "  for  "  Thou  lovedst  Me  before  the  foundation  of  the 
world  "  (John  xvii.  24).  Though  the  devil  and  all  his  brood  may 
roar  against  it,  our  glorious  Intercessor  shall  possess  the  fruit  of 
the  travail  of  His  soul. 

"  M(yre  and  more.^^  This  was  God's  order  in  creation.  **  In 
the  be^nning  God  created  the  heaven  and  the  earth ;  "  but  six 
successive  days  were  occupied  in  forming,  fashioning,  and  adorn* 
ing  that  which  was  createoi  by  His  word.  On  the  sixth  day  God 
in  counsel  said,  "  Let  us  make  man  in  our  own  image,  after  our 

Kkeness So  God  created  man  in  His  own  image,  in  the 

image  of  God  created  He  him  :  male  and  female  created  He 
them  *'  (Gen.  i.  26,  27).  Man  in  the  image  of  God  was  the  per- 
fection of  the  first  creation.  Man  elect,  redeemed,  and  regene- 
rate^  conformed  to  the  image  of  God*s  Son,  is  the  perfection  of 
the  new  creation.  See !  "  When  He  ascended  up  on  high.  He 
led  captivity  captive,  and  gave  gifts  unto  men.  And  He  gave 
some,  apostles;  and  some,  prophets;  and  some,  evangensts; 
and  some,  pastors  and  teachers  ;  for  the  perfecting  of  the  saints, 
for  the  work  of  the  ministry,  for  the  edifying  of  the  body  of 
Christ ;  till  we  all  come  into  the  unity  of  the  faith,  aiid  of  the 
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knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God,  unto  the  measure  of  the  sti^ture 
or  age,  of  the  fuhiees  of  Christ "  (Eph.  iv.  8—13).  JEHOVAH 
works  by  gradual  process,  not  for  the  improvement  of  old  nature 
which  is  unimproveable ;  but  for  the  revelation  and  develop- 
ment of  His  own  work  of  grace  in  the  hearts  of  His  eternally 
loved  people.  Oh,  how  blessed  it  is  for  us  to  know,  by  the  teach- 
ing of  Goa  the  Holy  Ghost,  that  the  Father's  model  an  a  estimate  of 
perfection  is  His  own  most  glorious  Christ !  and  in  the  develop- 
ment of  this  in  the  understanding  and  affections  of  His  children 
neither  failure,  flaw,  nor  imperfection  can  be  found. 

"  More  and  more !  "  See  how  gloriously  this  is  seen  in  the 
erection  and  completion  of  that  spiritual  temple  in  which 
JEHOVAH  in  His  Trinity  of  Persons  is  everlastingly  and 
unceasingly  worshipped  and  glorified.  Stone  by  stone.  The 
elect  are  gathered,  not  in  crowds,  but  one  by  one.  "  I  will  take 
you  one  of  a  city,  and  two  of  a  family,  and  I  will  bring  you  to 
Zion  "  (Jer.  iii.  14).  "  They  go  from  strength  to  strength  (mar- 
gin, from  company  to  company),  every  one  of  them  in  Zion 
appeareth  before  God  "  (Psa.  Ixxxiv.  7).  Yes,  Christ  the  First- 
fruits,  is  presented  before  the  throne,  and  the  harvest  of 
redeemed  sinners  in  the  various  seasons  shall  come,  more  and 
mo7*e  they  appear,  until  the  ransomed  number  is  complete. 

But  let  me  direct  your  attention  to  that  precious  portion  in 
^oxn.  viii. :  '*It  is  Christ  that  died;  yeek,  rather,  that  is  risen 
again,  who  is  even  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  who  also  maketh 
intercession  for  us.  Who  shall  separate  us  from  the  love  of 
Christ  t  "  Does  not  that  look  like  the  path  shining  *'  more  and 
more  f  " 

"  All  fulness  dwells  in  Thee,  Lord  ; 
Thy  rich  and  glorious  grace, 

Thou  hast  bestowed  on  me.  Lord, 
A  sinner  vile  and  base. 

All  fulness  of  affection 
Thou  hast  so  freely  shown. 

For  soTereign,  free  election 
Has  made  me  Thine  alone/' 

Yes,  "  of  His  fiilness  have  all  we  received  and  arace  for  araee  " 
(John  1.  16).  Grace  received  is  the  earnest  and  pledge  of  more 
glorious  things  to  come,  and  self  will  be  loathed,  Jesus,  in 
His  love,  blood,  righteousness,  covenant,  and  salvation  will 
become  increasingly  precious,  and  His  beauties  shine  more  and 
more  unto  the  perfect  day. 

When  the  King-Shepherd  shall  have  gathered  in  His  own 
sheep ;  when 

•* — all  the  ransom'd  Church  of  God 

h  saved  to  ain  no  more  ;  " 

when  the  whole  election  of  grace  shall  stand  without  spot  before 
the  throne,  and  not  a  hoof  is  left  behind,  then  shall  come  to  pass, 
in  all  its  fulness  and  blessedness,  that  promise  of  the  Father  to 
the  Church,  **  The  sun  shall  be  no  more  thy  Ught  by  dav  ;  neither 
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for  brightness  shall  the  moon  give  light  unto  thee :  but  the 
LORD  shall  be  unto  thee  an  everlasting  light,  and  thy  God  thy 
glory.  Thy  sun  shall  no  more  go  down;  neither  shall  thy  moon 
withdraw  itself:  for  the  LORD  shall  be  thine  everlasting  Light, 
and  the  days  of  thy  mourning  shall  be  ended  "  (Isaiah  Ix.  19, 
20).  Zion's  pilgrims  having  plodded  every  step  of  their 
predestined  pathway,  enjoy  the  perfect  day  for  which  their 
anxious  hearts  ofttimes  longed  and  sighed.  It  will  be  a  glorious 
morning  without  clouds  when  our  ransomed  spirits  shall  enter 
into  full  possession  of  the  glory  reserved  for  us  from  the  days  of 
eternity.  Then  we  shall  enjoy  full  salvation — salvation  not  only 
in  the  purpose  of  the  Father,  the  purchase  of  the  Son,  and  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  but  in  the  unclouded  presence  of  the 
glorious  Three-in-One  with  exceeding  joy.  0  precious  truth ! 
glorious  earnest !  Fellow  pilgrim,  thy  heart  may  be  sad  with 
Satan's  temptations,  and  ache  throu&;h  the  many  trials  and  dis- 
appointments which  meet  thee  in  the  way,  yet  He  will  cause 
thee  to  sing,  "  The  LORD  is  my  light  and  my  salvation ;  whom 
shall  I  feart  the  LORD  is  the  strength  of  my  life ;  of  whom  shall 
I  be  afraid?  "  (Psalm  xxvii.  1). 

'*  The  Path  of  the  just  is  as  the  shining  light/^  and  He  shall  shine 
more  and  more^  sweetly  revealing  the  fove  of  the  Father's  heart, 
unfolding  the  glories  of  the  covenant,  and  displaying  His  rich 
and  distmguisning  grace,  until  the  perfect  day  of  unclouded 
gtory  arrives,  when  we  shall  bow  before  Him  and  serve  Him  with 
unsinning  heart  for  ever  and  for  ever. 

May  JEHOVAH,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost  command 
His  blessing  upon  us.    Amen,  and  Amen. 


Hymn. 


♦'  Show  me  Thy  gloiy,'*  dearest  Lord, 
Which  shines  in  Jesus'  face  ; 
A  view  of  covenant  love  afford, 
To  subjects  of  Thy  grace. 

•'  Show  me  Thy  glory  '*  in  the  plan 
Which  makes  salvation  free  : 

•*  Show  me  Thy  glory  "  in  the  Man 
Who  liv'd  and  died  for  me. 

Within  that  Rock  where  Thou  art  »cen 

Thy  glory,  Lord,  unfold. 
Tntil,  without  a  cloud  between. 

Thy  glory  I  behold. 


JOSKPH     [RONS. 
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THE  GOD-PLEASER. 


Prkaohkd  in  Obovb  Chapsl,  Cakbk&well,  on  Sunday  MomriNa, 
Mat  25th,  1879,  by 

THOMAS   BRADBURY. 


'*  When  a  man^s  ways  please  the  LOBD,  He  maketh  even  His  enemies  to  be  at 
peace  with  Him." — Prov.  xrL  7. 

THERE  are  many  portions  of  God's  most  Holv  Word  which 
put  «ven  the  deeply  taught  and  the  higUy  favoured  in 
the  household  of  God  to  their  studies.  Contradictions  seem  to 
abound  in  them,  and  when  viewed  in  the  light  of  other  parts  of 
Uie  written  Word,  and  considered  according  to  their  own 
personal  experience,  truth  seems  to  be  afar  off.  Such  a  portion 
we  have  in  the  words  I  have  read  for  vou  by  way  of  text. 
Many  of  God's  poor  children  are  staegered  by  it,  and  Know  not 
how  to  understand  the  mind  and  wiU  of  God  therein.  From  it 
truth  has  not  been  spoken  home  to  their  heart  by  the  power  of 
God  the  ever-blessed  Spirit,  neither  has  God's  lignt  been  thrown 
upon  it  to  guide  their  weary  spirits  into  the  way  of  truth. 
Certainly  much  that  is  true  may  be  arrived  at  by  comparing  it 
with  illustrative  portions  of  Holy  Scripture,  but  the  truth  of  the 
text  appears  not.  It  is  one  thin^  to  read  the  truth  of  the  Book^ 
and  another  thing  altogether  to  nave  the  truth  read  therefrom 
to  our  hearts  by  the  great  Teacher  who  leads  His  scholars  into 
all  essential  truth — wAt  is,  all  the  truth  necessary  for  them  to 
know,  designed  in  covenant  before  the  worlds  were  framed, 
entrusted  to  the  care  of  the  responsible  One,  to  be  communi- 
cated to  their  spiritual  understanoings  by  His  g^race,  power,  and 
indwelling. 

Much  that  is  interesting  appears  on  the  surface  of  the  text  to 
the  mere  Bible  student,  but  the  living  child  of  God  who  has 
been  brought  into  dire  conflict  with  tne  powers  of  darkness, 
ignorance,  and  error,  prays  to  know  sometning  more  than  the 
mere  collation  of  like  portions  to  elucidate  the  meaning  thereof. 
No.  181.— Paiot  Ovi  Pjuiay. 
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It  may  here  prove  instructive  to  point  out  a  few  inrtanoeB  which 
seem  to  explain  the  text.  Turn  to  Gen.  xxvi.  26:  "And 
Abimelech  went  to  Isaac  from  Gerar,  and  Ahuzzuth  one  of  his 
friends,  and  Pichol  the  chief  captain  of  his  army.  And  Isaac 
said  unto  them,  Wherefore  come  ye  to  me,  seeing  ye  hate  me, 
and  have  sent  me  away  from  you?  And  they  said*,  We  saw 
certainly  that  the  LORD  was  with  thee  :  and  we  said,  Let  there 
.  be  now  an  oath  betwixt  us,  even  betwixt  us  and  thee,  and  let 
us  make  a  covenant  with  thee ;  that  thou  wilt  do  us  no  hurt,  as 
we  have  not  touched  thee,  and  as  we  have  done  unto  thee 
nothing  but  good,  and  have  sent  thee  away  in  peace ;  thou  art 
now  the  blessed  of  the  LORD."  This  portion,  at  first  sight, 
appears  to  illustrate  the  meaning  of  our  text.  We  see  the  same 
in  the  case  of  Jacob  and  bis  brother  Esau.  Dreading  death  at 
the  hands  of  Esau,  he  fled  from  his  father's  house.  His  ^acious 
Guardian,  His  redeeming  Angel  kept  and  befriended  him  in  all 

5 laces  whithersoever  he  went.  At  length,  Esau  approaches,  when 
acob  in  deep  distress  of  soul  commits  himself  and  his  dear  ones 
to  the  kind  care  and  keeping  of  his  father's  God.  Come  with 
me  to  Gen.  xxxii.  9 — 11 :  "  And  Jacob  said,  0  God  of  my  father 
Abraham,  and  God  of  my  father  Isaac,  the  LORD  which  saidst 
unto  me.  Return  unto  thy  country,  and  to  thy  kindred,  and  I 
will  deal  well  with  thee :  I  am  not  worthy  of  the  least  of  all  Thy 
mercies,  and  of  all  Thy  truth,  which  Thou  hast  showed  unto 
Thy  servant ;  for  with  my  staff  I  passed  over  this  Jordan ;  and 
now  I  am  become  two  bands.  Deliver  me,  I  Pi^y  Thee,  from  the 
hand  of  my  brother,  from  the  hand  of  Esau :  for  I  fear  him,  lest  he 
will  come  and  smite  me,  and  the  mother,  with  the  children." 
Now  look  at  the  description  given  of  the  meeting  of  Jacob  and 
Esau  in  chapter  xxxiii.  1 — 5  :  "  And  Jacob  Ufte3  up  hie  eyes, 
and  looked,  and,  behold,  Esau  came,  and  with  him  four  huncured 
men.  And  he  divided  the  children  unto  Leah,  and  unto  Rachel, 
and  unto  the  two  handmaids.  And  he  put  the  handmcdds  and 
their  children  foremost,  and  Leah  and  ner  children  after,  and 
Rachel  and  Joseph  hindermost.  And  he  passed  over  before 
them,  and  he  bowed  himself  to  the  ground  seven  times,  until  he 
came  near  to  his  brother.  And  Esau  ran  to  meet  him,  and 
embraced  him,  and  fell  on  his  neck,  and  kissed  him ;  and  they 
wept.  And  he  lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  saw  the  women  and  the 
children:  and  said.  Who  are  these  with  thee!  And  he  said. 
The  children  which  God  hath  graciously  given  thy  servant." 
God  was  better  to  him  than  all  his  fears,  and  made  his  enemy  to 
be  at  peace  with  him. 

Joseph's  history  reveals  the  same  truth.  Though  he  was 
hated  and  cast  out  by  his  brethren,  he  found  grace  in  the  eyes 
of  Potfchar,  in  the  eyes  of  his  gaoler,  and  in  the  eyes  of 
Pharaoh.  But  in  all  this  we  see  a  greater  than  Joseph.  Now 
turn  to  Jeremiah  xv.  10,  11,  where  we  have  his  doleful  ditty, 
*'  Woe  is  me,  my  mother,  that  thou  haai  borne  me  a  man  of 
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strife,  and  a  man  of  contention  to  the  whole  earth?  I  have 
neither  lent  on  usurv,  nor  men  have  lent  to  me  on  usury :  yet 
every  one  of  them  aoth  curse  me."  Now  listen  to  the  Lord's 
answer  to  His  complaining  prophet,  "Verily  it  shall  be  well  with 
the  remnant ;  verily  I  willcause  the  enemy  to  entreat  thee  well 
in  the  time  of  evil  and  in  the  time  of  affliction."  Read  the  fii'st 
chapter  of  Daniel  and  you  will  see  him  and  his  three  companions 
findmg  favour  in  the  eyes  of  Melzar  the  king's  steward.  "  Now 
God  had  brought  Daniel  into  favour  and  tender  love  with  the 
prince  of  the  eunuchs." 

But  when  we  look  at  the  text  in  the  light  of  our  own  heart's 
experience,  and  the  solemn  declarations  of  God's  written  Word, 
I  ask,  Where  are  we  ?  Look  at  the  experiences  of  the  very 
persons  whose  cases  I  have  enumerated.  When  Jacob's  ways 
pleased  the  Lord,  Laban  sought  to  do  him  evil.  When  Joseph's 
ways  pleased  the  Lord,  he  was  hated  by  his  brethren,  cast  mto 
prison,  and  the  iron  entered  into  his  soul.  When  the  ways  of 
the  three  Hebrew  children  pleased  the  Lord,  they  were  cast  into 
the  burning  fiery  furnace.  When  Daniel's  ways  pleased  the 
Lord,  he  was  thrown  into  the  den  of  lions.  When  Jesus'  ways 
pleased  the  Lord,  He  was  despised  and  rejected  of  men,  cast  out 
and  crucified.  When  the  ways  of  God's  elect  prove  them  to  be 
His  friends,  the  world  is  sure  to  manifest  its  enmity  against 
them  (James  iv.  4).  0  the  marvellous  wonders  of  Divine 
providence !     Cowper  might  well  sing, — 

**  God  moves  in  a  myBterions  way 
His  wonders  to  perfonn.*' 

The'  mysteries  of  His  providence  and  grace,  and  the  varied 
workings  of  His  hand  are  only  opened  up  and  explained  to 
those  who  experience  fellowship  with  Chnst  in  His  sufferings. 
Now  we  will  look  at  a  few  portions  of  God's  written  Word  which 
appear  to  run  counter  to  the  first  view  of  the  text.  Turn  with 
me  to  John  xv.  18.  19  :  "  If  the  world  hate  you,  ye  know  that  it 
hated  Me  before  it  hated  you.  If  ye  were  of  the  world,  the 
world  would  love  his  own  :  but  because  ye  are  not  of  the  world, 
but  I  have  chosen  you  out  of  the  world,  therefore  the  world 
hateth  you."  This  was  as  much  as  to  say.  If  you  were  of  the 
world,  the  world  would  be  at  peace  with  you ;  but  My  choice  of 
you  is  demonstrative  proof  that  My  Father  is  well  pleased  with 
you,  therefore  the  world  cannot  be  at  peace  with  you.  Look 
again,  John  xvii.  14:  "I  have  given  them  Thy  word;  and  the  world 
hath  hated  them,  because  they  are  not  of  the  world,  even  as  I 
am  not  of  the  world."  Now  turn  to  Matt.  v.  11,  12 :  **  Blessed 
are  ye,  when  men  shall  revile  you,  and  persecute  you,  and  shall 
say  all  manner  of  evil  against  you  falsely,  for  My  sake.  Rejoice, 
and  be  exceeding  glad :  for  great  is  your  reward  in  heaven  :  for 
so  persecuted  they  the  prophets  which  were  before  you."  Here 
I  would  ask,  How  can  we  harmonise  these  declart^tions  of  the 
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Saviour  with  the  words  of  Solomon, ''  When  a  man's  wajsplease 
the  LORD.  He  maketh  even  his  enemies  to  be  at  peace  with 
Him!" 

Well,  you  know  my  mind  in  reference  to  every  portion  of 
God's  most  Holy  Word.  Each  leads  directljr  or  indirectly  to  the 
Lord  Jesus  Chnst.  The  other  ni^ht  my  mind  was  led  with  an 
irresistible  sweetness  to  these  words.  In  them  I  saw  the  beauty 
and  i>reciousne8s  of  Jesus  in  such  a  sacred  light  as  I  rarely  see 
Him  in  the  book  of  Proverbs.  Here  I  saw  Him  as  my  own  God 
and  Saviour  in  the  glory  of  His  person,  the  perfection  of  His 
salvation^  the  sympafliy  of  His  heart,  and  the  prevalency  of  His 
intercession  for  His  own.  I  do  not  sav  this  is  a  type  of  Him,  but 
somehow  or  other  I  can  see  Him  nere  revealed.  In  humble 
dependence  upon  the  teaching  of  Him  who  loves  to  glorify  and 
exalt  God's  Christ,  we  will  look  at  the  text  according  to  the 
following  arrangement : — 

I.— A  Man— Who  is  He  ! 

n.— His  ways—"  When  a  Man's  ways  please  the  LORD." 

HL — His  enemies — Who  are  they  t " 

I  v.— Their  peace— What  is  it  ? 

I. — A  Man — Who  is  He?  We  are  not  left  long  in  doubt,  for 
Hart  blessedly  brings  Him  to  view  in  that  precious  hymn, — 

**  A  Man  there  ia,  a  real  Man, 

With  wotmds  still  gaping  wide, 
From  which  rich  streams  of  blood  once  ran, 
In  hands,  and  feet,  and  side. 

This  wondrous  Man,  of  whom  we  tell, 

Is  tme  Almighty  Qod ; 
He  bought  onr  souls  from  death  and  hell ; 

The  price,  His  own  heart's  blood. 

That  human  heart  He  still  retains. 

Though  throned  in  highest  bliss ; 
And  feels  each  tempted  member's  pains  ; 

For  our  aflOiction  *8  His." 

There  we  have  the  Man.  But  mark  I  While,  as  the  weary 
Workman,  He  passed  a  Ufe  of  sorrow  and  suffering  here  below, 
He  was  tiie  Miffhty  God  as  well.  He  who  wa;  Man  of  His 
mother  bom  in  the  world,  was  also  God  of  His  Father  before  all 
worlds.  He  who  was  borne  upon  His  virgin  mother's  breast, 
was,  at  the  same  time,  the  Sustainer  and  Upholder  of  all  things. 
But  why  the  necessity  for  this  wondrous  union  of  the  Godhead 
and  Manhood  of  Chnst?  The  necessity  lay  in  this  very  fact: 
God;  in  the  beginning,  created  man  pure  and  innocent ;  but 
man  fell  into  sin,  and  the  fair  beauty  m  which  he  was  formed 
was  fearfully  defaced.  Look  at  this  according  to  the  testimony 
of  Solomon  in  Eccles.  vii.  29  :  "  Lo,  this  only  have  I  found,  that 
God  hath  made  man  upright ;  but  they  have  sought  out  many 
inventions."  The  meaning  of  this  is :  If  man  has  not  a  way 
of  sinning  against  God  ready  made  to  his  hand,  his  sinful 
ingenuity  is  suoh  that  be  will  invent  one.    Universally  corrupt 
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and  totally  depraved  man,  ever  sinning  against  his  God,  is 
subject  to  His  judgment,  which  is,  "  The  soul  that  sinneth  it 
shall  die,"  and  "  Cursed  is  every  one  that  continueth  not  in  all 
things  which  are  written  in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them  *' 
(Gal.  iii.  10).  Elect  men  in  union  with  Adam  the  first  are  under 
the  curse  and  condemnation  of  JEHOVAH'S  righteous  law, 
yet,  in  the  set  time  to  favour  Zion,  they  are  brought  by  the 
convincing  power  of  God  the  Holy  Ghost  to  a  knowledge  of 
their  sinfulness  and  wretchedness,  and,  prostrate  before  the 
footstool  of  JEHOVAH,  thev  confess  their  vileness,  and  despair 
of  ever  entering  His  sacred  presence  with  acceptance  ana  in 
peace. 

But  God,  in  the  riches  of  His  ^ace,  in  the  everlasting 
covenant  of  love  before  all  worlds,  designed  the  means  whereby 
His  banished  ones  should  not  be  eternally  expelled  from  SEim. 
His  Son,  according  to  that  covenant,  must  identify  Himself  in 
flesh  and  blood  with  the  people  of  His  Father's  choice.  See 
Hebrews  ii.  13,  14 :  "  Behold  I  and  the  children  which  God  hath 

Siven  Me.  Forasmuch  then  as  the  children  are  partakers  of 
esh  and  blood.  He  also  Himself  likewise  took  part  of  the  same.** 
See  also  Romans  viii.  3 :  "  For  what  the  law  could  not  do,  in 
that  it  was  weak  through  the  flesh,  God,  sending  His  own  Son 
in  the  Ukenesn  of  sinful  flesh,  and  by  a  sacrijicefor  «tn,  condemned 
sin  in  the  flesh."  We  contemplate  the  mystery  of  His  holy  incarna- 
tion in  the  declaration  of  the  angel  to  Mary,  "  The  Holy  Ghost 
shall  come  upon  thee,  and  the  power  of  the  Highest  shall  over- 
shadow thee ;  therefore  also  that  Holy  Thing  which  shall  be 
bom  of  thee  shall  be  called  the  Son  of  God  "  (Luke  i.  35).  In 
this  we  see  God  and  Man  in  one  Christ.  The  Divine  and  human 
natures  united  never  more  to  be  divided.  We  see  not  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  leaving  the  glory  of  His  Godhead  behind  Him  in 
the  skies,  He  yields  not  up  nia  attributes  of  Deity  for  a  time, 
but  comes  to  earth  with  all  BGs  glory,  veiling  it  with  His 
apparently  weak,  infirm,  and  helpless  human  nature.  Look  at 
Him  through  all  His  pilgrim  journey  here  upon  earth.  The  two 
natures  are  seen  again  and  again.  At  Samaria's  well  He  sat  a 
weary,  lonely  Man,  but  as  the  Mighty  God  He  conferred  eternal 
life  upon  a  poor  sinful  harlot.  In  the  vessel,  beset  with  no  small 
tempest  npon  Tiberia's  lake,  we  see  the  weary  Workman  fast 
asleep.  The  roar  of  the  boisterous  elements  awake  Him  not,  but 
the  moment  the  cry  of  distress  flows  from  the  anxious  hearts  of 
His  disciples  — "  Master,  carest  Thou  not  that  we  perish  1 " — He 
is  up  in  a  moment  displaying  the  greatness  of  His  Godhead  by 
dropping  His  word  of  omnipotence  in  the  raging  waters,  and 
there  was  a  great  calm.  Look  at  Him  in  the  garden  (John 
xviii.  1 — 8)  the  despised,  hated,  and  peraecuted  Man.  He  said 
unto  His  persecutors,  I  AM.  The  moment  these  dread  words, 
which  declared  Him  to  be  the  great  and  eternal  JEHOVAH, 
fell  from  Blis  sacred  lips,  *'  they  went  backward  and  fell  to  the 
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ground/*  There  we  see,  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  both  God  and 
Man.  I  love  to  contemplate  Him  as  He  is  revealed  in  the 
Gospels  of  Matthew  and  John  under  these  two  titles :  **  The 
Son  of  Man  "  and  ;*  The  Son  of  God.''  As  the  Son  of  Man,  He 
appears  in  perfect  identification  with  His  brethren.  .As  the  Son 
of  God,  He  is  seen  in  His  unceasing  oneness  with  the  Father. 
As  God  and  Man,  He  reveals  the  eternal  relationship  existing 
between  the  Father  and  His  elect  children.  Matthew  xxv.  31 
pajrs,  "  When  the  Son  of  M«ui  shall  come  in  His  gloiy,  and  all 
His  holy  angels  with  Him,  then  shall  He  sit  upon  the  throne  of 
His  glory."  Mark,  it  does  not  say  the  Son  of  God,  but  the  Son 
of  ^lan.  The  meek  and  lowly  One  who  had  felt  all  the  perse- 
cutions and  sorrows  of  His  members,  will  then  acknowledge 
them  as  His  own,  and  settle  matters  with  their  adversaries. 
Look  at  John  v.  27  :  "  And  hath  given  Him  authority  to  execute 
judgment  also,  because  He  is  the  Son  of  Man."  Now  I  used  to 
misquote  that  Scripture,  and  say^,  "Because  He  is  the  Son  of  God^ 
That  was  natural ;  but  the  spiritual  declaration  is,  "  Because  He 
is  the  Son  of  Man."  As  the  Son  of  Man,  He  learned  in  the 
school  of  human  suffering  how  to  execute  judgment  or  true 
discernment  in  every  case  of  His  people's  necessities,  wants,  and 
perplexities. 

*'  In  every  pang  that  rends  the  heart, 

The  Man  of  sorrows  bears  a  part ; 

He  sympathises  with  our  grief, 

And  brings  the  soffering  saint  relief." 

As  Man,  He  obeyed  God's  righteous  law,  suffered  its  dread  death 
penalty.  As  God,  He  gave  an  infinite  worth  to  His  obedience 
and  sufferings.  As  the  God-Man  Mediator  and  Surety,  He 
rendered  to  His  Father  a  perfect  obedience  to  every  precept  of 
His  law,  perfect  aquiescence  to  every  thought  of  His  heart, 
perfect  submission  to  every  decree  of  His  covenant,  and  thus 
perfectly  satisfy  His  outraged  justice,  holiness,  and  truth.  This 
brings  us  to  consider, — 

11. — His  ways — "  When  a  Man's  ways  please  the  LORD." 
Look  at  His  ways  in  covenant  before  the  worlds  were  framed. 
His  goings  forth  as  the  Head  of  the  Church,  and  holding 
Himself  responsible  for  His  people's  salvation,  were  ineffably 
pleasing  to  the  eyes  and  heart  of  His  Father.  All  His  ways 
from  the  heights  of  glory  to  death's  dark  gloom,  from  the 
manger  in  Bethlehem  to  the  mansion  in  the  skies,  were  pleasing 
to  Him  that  appointed  Him.  Bead  the  Father's  estimate  of 
Him  as  given  in  Isaiah  xlii.  1 :  "  Behold  My  Servant,  whom  I 
uphold.  Mine  Elect,  in  whom  My  soul  delighteth."  Listen  to 
His  declaration  concerning  Him  after  His  baptism :  "  This  is  My 
beloved  Son  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased  "  (Matt.  iiL  17).  On 
Tabor's  mount,  amid  the  glories  of  His  transfiguration,  the  same 
voice  was  heard,  saying,  "  This  is  My  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am 
well  pleased ;  hear  ye  Him  "  (Matt.  xvii.  5).    Come  with  me  to 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


THE  GOD-PLEASER.  325 

John  viii.  28,  29,  where  the  sinless  Servant,  speaking  to  those 
who  would  have  proved  Him  a  sinner  of  the  deepest  dye,  says, 
*'  When  ye  have  lifted  up  the  Son  of  Man,  then  shall  ye  know 
that  I  AM  " — the  word  **  he  "  is  in  italics — "  and  I  do  nothing  of 
Myself;  but  aa  the  Father  hath  taught  Me,  I  speak  these  things. 
And  He  that  sent  Me  is  with  Me  :  the  Father  hath  not  left  Me 
alone ;  for  I  do  always  those  things  tliat  please  Him»^^  This  was, 
and  is,  gloriously  true.  Perfect  conformity  to  every  jot  and 
tittle  of  JEHOVAH'S  righteous  law  was  seen  in  the  will,  walk, 
and  ways  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Clirist.  Did  God  declare,  '*  Thou 
shalt  have  no  other  gods  but  Me?  "  Look  at  the  whole  life  of 
the  Surety  of  the  covenant ;  listen  to  the  words  which  fall  from 
His  grace-filled  lips ;  notice  the  looks  which  flow  from  His 
affectionate  eyes;  mark  well  every  act  of  His  body,  whether  to 
friend  or  foe,  and  you  will  find  in  all,  perfect  resignation  and 
acquiescence  to  the  mind  and  will  of  His  Father.  This  is 
revealed  in  that  mysterious  verse  (John  iii.  13)  where  Christ, 
speaking  to  Nicodemus,  says,  *'  And  no  man  hath  ascended  up 
to  heaven,  but  He  that  came  down  from  heaven,  even  the  Son 
of  Man  which  is  in  heaven."  Now,  mark  you,  as  the  Son  of 
Man  corporeally,  He  was  not  in  heaven,  but  upon  earth  con- 
versing with  Nicodemus.  How  was  He  then  in  heaven  ?  In 
His  thoughts,  purposes,  desires,  and  determinations*  He  was 
the  Father's  righteous  Servant  and  faithful  Steward  all  the  way 
through  His  sojourn  upon  earth.  He  wavered  not  nor  swerved 
in  His  pathway  of  perfect  obedience.  Let  me  ask  you  one 
question — Do  servants,  as  a  rule,  work  the  same  in  the  absence 
as  in  the  preaence  of  their  employers?  We  know  very  well 
they  do  not.  But  our  blessed  Lord,  from  the  first  moment  He 
was  made  under  the  law  to  that  when  He  cried,  "  It  is  finished," 
yielded  a  cheerful,  willing  obedience,  and  acted  in  perfect  con- 
formity to  the  mind,  will,  law,  and  commands  of  His  God  and 
Father.  Look  again :  "  Thou  shalt  not  make  to  thyself  any 
graven  image."  His  worship  was  spiritual  from  first  to  last,  and 
the  whole  of  the  acceptable  worship  of  His  members  is  in 
spiritual  oneness  with  Him.  "  Thou  shalt  not  take  the  name  of 
tne  LORD  thy  God  in  vain.'*  Was  that  spoken  to  Jesus! 
Certainly  it  was.  And  every  time  He  took  the  Father's  name 
upon  His  sacred  hps  on  behalf  of  His  people.  His  pleas  are 
heard,  His  prayera  are  answered.  His  demands  are  complied 
with.  He  takes  not  the  name  of  the  Father  in  vain.  "  Remember 
the  Sabbath  day  to  keep  it  holy."  This  He  did,  but  not 
according  to  Sabbatarian  notions.  Pharisaic  punctiliousness 
accused  Him  with  the  want  of  Sabbath  observance  when  fault 
was  found  with  His  disciples  for  plucking  the  ears  of  corn  on 
the  Sabbath  day.  Jesus  found  not  fault  with  them,  but  kept  a 
perpetual  Sabbath  day  for  them  in  the  eyes  of  His  Father.  Go 
through  the  whole  of  the  Decalogue,  mark  well  every  command- 
ment, and  you  will  find  that  in  respect  to  each,  Satan  assaulted 
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Him  with  the  intention  of  disappointing  the  purpose  of  the 
Father,  defeating  the  Son  in  His  work  of  scuvation.and  disgracing 
the  Holy  Ghost.  Our  Jesus,  God's  most  glorious  Christy  was  a 
real  Man,  a  Man  obeying,  bleeding,  suffering,  and  dying  on  the 
behalf  of  His  people  ;  a  Man  dead  and  buned,  and  rising  from 
the  tomb  displaymg  His  power  over  death  and  the  grave ;  a 
Man  entering  heaven's  hignest  glory,  representing  His  redeemed 
ones  here,  and  holding  in  undisturbed  possession  for  them  their 
appointed  place  of  bliss  and  blessedness.  Here  we  may  sing 
those  glorious  lines  of  Mushett^s : — 

**  The  Man  who  lived,  and  died,  and  rose 
To  perfume  heaven  with  blood  ; 
To  Him  my  soul  her  pardon  owes, 
And  claims  Him  for  her  Ood. 

There  high  He  reigns  in  ether  bright, 

The  great  Incarnate  Word, 
While  suns  to  darkness  dwindle  quite 

Before  their  radiant  Lord. 

Thence  low  He  stoops  to  watch  the  lot 

Of  sonls  to  Him  once  given  ; 
And  makes  the  dying  sinner's  cot 

The  glorioos  gate  of  heaven/' 

There  Ve  see  the  Man  whose  ways  always  please  the  Lord. 
And  here  I  may  ask  the  question,  "  When  do  our  ways  please 
Him  t  "  Do  we  ever  arrive  at  that  point  of  spiritual  gratifica- 
tion and  satisfaction  to  compliment  ourselves  with  the  idea  that 
we  have  been  pleasing  to  the  Lord  ?  If  we  do,  we  shall  be  driven 
from  it.  In  every  place  of  worship  in  connection  with  the  Estab- 
lishment, this  morning,  the  confession  has  gone  forth  from  the 
lips,  and  in  some  cases  from  the  heart:  **  We  have  offended 
against  Thy  holy  laws.  We  have  left  undone  those  things  which 
we  ought  to  have  done;  and  we  have  done  those  thin^ 
which  we  ought  not  to  have  done.  And  there  is  no  health  m 
us."  The  very  same  confession  which  was  made  last  Sunday 
will  be  made  next,  ay,  and  every  Sunday  up  to  the  end  of  our 
earthly  pilgrimage.  Our  daily  confession  is,  "  Against  Thee, 
Thee  only  have  I  sinned,  and  done  evil  in  Thy  si^t "  (Psa.  li. 
4).  Every  living  child  of  God  brought  by  the  power  of  God  the 
Holy  Ghost  into  the  inner  sanctuary,  to  bow  before  the  King 
either  in  public  or  in  private,  with  the  saints  or  with  God  alone, 
confesses,  "  I  have  not  pleased  Thee." 

How  can  man  by  his  own  acts  please  God?  We  know  it  is  fact 
that  man  by  Adam's  transgression,  by  the  d  esire  and  determination 
of  his  nature,  can  do  nothing  but  manifest  a  spirit  altogether 
opposite  to  that  which  dwelt  pre-eminently  in  the  Man  Christ 
Jesus.  How,  then,  can  man's  ways  please  the  Lord  ?  Look  at 
him  in  any  wajr  you  like,  what  can  he  do  to  jjlease  Godt  Be 
he  religious  or  irreligious,  left  to  himself,  his  will,  his  works,  his 
ways  are  perfectly  opposed  to  that  great  and  glorious  God  to 
whom  ho  owes  his  bemg  and  every  blessing.     Turn  with  me 
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to  ICoah  vi.  6,  7 :  **  Wherewith  shall  I  come  before  the  LORD, 
and  bow  myself  before  the  High  God?  Shall  I  come  before 
Him  with  burnt  offerings,  with  calves  of  a  year  old  ?  Will  the 
LORD  be  pleased  with  thousands  of  rams,  or  with  ten  thousands 
of  rivers  ot  oil  1  Shall  I  give  my  first-bom  for  my  transgression, 
the  fruit  of  my  body  for  the  sin  of  my  soul?"*  No.  He  has 
taught  us  that  everything  we  present  to  Him  apart  from  living 
oneness  with  a  precious  Christ,  can  only  meet  with  His  frown, 
and  with  His  sentence  of  eternal  disapproval.  The  more 
reli^ous  our  fleshly  offerings  are,  the  more  nateful  they  appear 
to  Uim.  li  you  do  not  beheve  that,  turn  with  me  to  Isa.  i.  11 : 
'<  To  what  purpose  is  the  multitude  of  your  sacrifices  unto  Me  T 
saith  the  LORD  :  I  am  full  of  the  burnt  offerings  of  rams,  and 
the  fat  of  fed  beasts ;  and  I  delieht  not  in  the  blood  of  bullocks, 
or  of  lambs,  or  of  he-soats.  Wnen  ye  come  to  appear  before 
Me,  who  hath  required  this  at  your  hand  to  tread  My  courts? 
Bring  no  more  vain  oblations :  incense  is  an  abomination  unto 
Me ;  the  new  moons  and  Sabbaths,  the  cdling  of  assemblies,  I 
cannot  away  with;  it  is  iniquity,  even  the  solemn  meeting. 
Tour  new  moons  and  your  appointed  feasts  My  soul  hateth :  they 
are  a  trouble  unto  Me ;  I  am  weary  to  bear  them.  And  when 
ye  spread  forth  your  hands,  I  will  hide  Mine  eyes  from  you ;  yea, 
when  ye  make  many  prayers,  I  will  not  hear :  your  hands  are 
full  of  blood."  If  this  be  all  that  religion  can  do  for  a  man, 
where  is  he  whose  ways  can  please  the  Lord  ?  We  who  have 
been  taught  to  judge  ourselves  in  the  light  of  the  Divine  per- 
fections, and  measure  ourselves  by  the  standard  of  unswerving 
rectitudle,  know  full  well  that  such  a  man  apart  from  Christ  cannot 
be  found 

But  this  is  the  glory  and  grandeur  of  God's  Gospel,  the  Man 
Christ,  in  all  His  ways  of  humiliation,  sorrow,  temptation,  trial, 
and  tribulation,  was  ever  pleasing  to  His  Father.  It  matters 
not  where  He  was  seen,  the  fiercer  the  furnace  the  brighter  His 
perfections  shone,  while  the  Father  delighted  to  express  His  un- 
ceasing and  ineffikble  pleasure  in  Him  and  in  His  glorious  work. 
From  Bethlehem's  manger  to  Calvary's  cross  this  now  exalted 
Man  pleased  the  Lord.  The  holy  Child  at  Bethlehem,  the 
obedient  youth  at  Nazareth,  the  nghteous  Man  throughout  a 
life  of  sorrow  and  suffering  pleased  the  Lord  in  all  things.  When 
assailed  and  tempted  by  the  devil  in  the  wilderness,  '*  It  is 
written "  distinguished  every  word  and  deed.  See  how  Paul 
describes  Him  in  Heb.  x.  5 :  "  Wherefore,  when  He  cometh  into 
the  world.  He  saith,  Sacrifice  and  offering  Thou  wouldest  not, 
butabodyhast  Thou  prepared  Me.  In  burnt  offerings  and  sacrifices 
for  sin  Thou  hast  haa  no  pleasure.  Then  said  I,  Lo  I  come  (in  the 
volume  of  the  Book  it  is  written  of  Me)  to  do  Thy  will,  0  God. 
He  taketh  away  the  first  that  He  may  establish  the  second." 
Look  at  the  same  portion  as  it  appears  in  Psa.  xl.  7, 8 :  *'  Then 
said  I,  Lo,  1  come :  in  the  volume  of  the  Book  it  is  written  of 
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Me.  I  delight  to  do  Thy  wfll,  0  My  God:  yea,  Thy  law  is 
within  My  heart/'  or,  "  in  the  midst  of  My  bowels"  Here  Ho  ex- 
presses His  yearning  desire  and  determination  to  do  the  Father^s 
will  perfectly  from  first  to  last  for  Hispeople.  In  His  temptations 
He  met  and  defeated  Satan's  designs  with  words  not  only 
written  bv  holy  men  of  old,  but  inscribed  by  the  Holy  Ghost  in 
His  own  heart  s  experience.  Trace  Him  through  life  to  the 
judgment  hall,  and  to  Calvary's  bloody  tree,  and  there  you  see 
Him  as  the  meek  and  lowly  One ;  for  **  as  a  sheep  before  her 
shearers  is  dumb,  so  opened  He  not  His  mouth."  At  the  close 
of  His  earthly  existence  He  presented  to  the  Father  a  perfect 
obedience  with  the  words,  "  I  have  glorified  Thee  on  the  earth, 
I  have  finished  the  work  which  Thou  gavest  Me  to  do  "  (John 
xvii.  4).  JEHOVAH  rejoiced — heaven  was  filled  with  accla- 
mation— ^hell  was  confounded — and  the  whole  election  of  grace 
saved  in  Him  with  an  everlasting  salvation.  This  Man's  wa3r8 
pleased  the  Lord,  and,  blessings  rest  upon  His  sacred  Head,  His 
ways,  so  pleasing  to  the  Father,  in  intercession  and  blessing 
have  not  ceased.  Look  at  that  blessed  testimony  in  John  xi. 
41,  42  :  "  And  Jesus  lifted  up  His  eyes,  and  said.  Father,  I  thank 
Thee  that  Thou  hast  heard  Me,  and  I  knew  that  Thou  hearest 
Me  always."  He  ever  lives  to  plead  for  His  people,  and  to  claim 
Heaven's  choicest  blessings  for  them.  See  John  xvii.  24 : 
"  Father,  I  will  that  they  also  whom  Thou  hast  given  Me  be 
with  Me  where  I  am  ;  that  they  may  behold  My  glory,  which 
Thou  hast  given  Me ;  for  Thou  lovedstMe  before  the  foundation 
of  the  world."  He  sends  His  blessed  Spirit  to  convince  His 
elect  and  redeemed  ones  of  sin  in  them  and  righteousness  in 
Him,  and  bring  them  in  a  heartfelt  knowledge  of  Himself  as  the 
God-Pleaser,  tne  Saviour,  Lover,  Husband,  and  All  in  all,  of  His 
people. 

lIL — His  enemies.  Who  are  they  I  When  this  Man's  wayjs 
please  the  Lord,  He  maketh  even  His  enemies  to  be  at  peace 
with  Him.  When  the  good  pleasure  of  the  Lord  is  manifested 
to  an  elect  and  redeemed  soul  for  the  first  time,  that  soul  feels 
himself  to  be  anvthing  but  a  friend  of  the  Lord.  According  to 
every  portion  of  the  New  Testament  Scriptures  which  refers  to 
that  glorious  truth,  reconciliation,  man  is  set  forth  as  an  enemy 
of  God.  Turn  with  me  to  Rom.  v.  10  :  *'  For  if,  when  we  were 
enemies,  we  were  reconciled  to  God  by  the  death  of  His  Son, 
much  more,  being  reconciled,  we  shall  be  saved  by  His  life." 
Look  also  at  Col.  L  21 :  "And  you  that  were  sometime  alien- 
ated, and  enemies  in  your  mind  by  wicked  works,  yet  now  hath 
He  reconciled."  Mark  well  Eph.  ii.  2,  8:  **In  time  past  ye 
walked  according  to  the  course  of  this  world,  according  to  the 
prince  of  the  power  of  the  air,  the  spirit  that  now  worketh  in 
the  children  of  disobedience."  Whose  disobedience  ?  Not  Qt)d'a. 
I*  Among  whom  also  we  all  had  our  conversation  in  times  paat 
in  the  lusts  of  our  flesh,  fulfilling  the  desires  of  the  flesh  and  of 
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the  mmd,  and  were  by  nature  the  children  of  wrath."  Whose 
wrath  t  Not  God's.  To  His  children  He  has  none.  He  is  a  God 
of  everlasting  love.  See  Titus  iii.  3 :  ^*  For  we  ourselves  also 
were  sometimes  foolish,  disobedient,  deceived,  Servian  divers 
lusts  and  pleasures,  living  in  malice  and  envy,  hateful,  and  hating 
one  another."  Notice  that  description  of  man  in  Rom.  vii.  7  : 
^*  Because  the  carnal  mind  is  enmity  against  God  ;  for  it  is  not 
subject  to  the  law  of  God,  neither  indeed  can  be."  It  is  a 
glorious  fact  that  the  Man  whose  ways  please  the  Lord  makes 
all  those  whom  He  redeemed  with  His  most  precious  blood,  and 
who,  by  nature,  are  His  enemies,  to  be  at  peace  with  Him. 
Look  at  that  blessed  t^timony  which  played  about  my  heart 
for  many  a  long  day,  and  why  it  should  do  so  is  a  mystery  to 
me  :  ''  Me  is  the  God  that  maketh  men  to  be  of  one  mind  in  a 
house" — that  is,  in  His  own  house — "  whose  house  are  we."  We, 
who  were  alienated  and  enemies  in  our  mind  by  wicked  works, 
yet  now  hath  He  reconciled,  in  the  body  of  His  flesh  through 
death,  to  present  us  "  holy  "  in  the  Father's  election,  "  and  un- 
blameable  "  in  His  own  redeeming  work,  "  and  unreproveable  " 
by  the  grace  and  indwelling  of  His  blessed  Spirit.  He  knows 
how  to  slay  His  people's  enmity  with  love,  and  make  them  be 
at  peace  with  Him. 

IV. — Their  peace.  What  is  it?  Look  at  the  testimony  of 
one  who  was  an  enemy  of  Christ  with  a  will.  Like  an  infuriated 
wild  beast  he  belched  out  threatenings  and  slaughter  against 
the  Christ  and  Church  of  God.  Acts  xxvL  9  :  "  I  verily  thought 
with  myself,  that  I  ought  to  do  many  things  contrary  to  the  name 
of  Jesus  of  Nazareth.  Which  thing  I  also  did  in  Jerusalem ; 
and  many  of  the  saints  did  I  shut  up  in  prison,  having  received 
authority  from  the  chief  priests ;  and  when  they  were  put  to 
death,  I  gave  my  voice  against  them.  And  I  punished  them  oft 
in  every  synagogue,  and  compelled  them  to  blaspheme ;  and 
being  exceedingly  mad  against  them,  I  persecuted  them  even 
unto  strange  cities.  Whereupon,  as  I  went  to  Damascus,  with 
authority  and  commission  from  the  chief  priests,  at  mid-day,  O 
king,  I  saw  in  the  way  a  light  from  heaven,  above  the  bright- 
ness of  the  sun,  shining  round  about  me  and  them  which 
journeyed  with  me.  And  when  we  were  all  fallen  to  the  earth, 
I  heard  a  voice  speaking  unto  me,  and  saying  in  the  Hebrew 
tongue,  Saul,  Saul,  why  persecutest  thou  Mel  it  is  hard  for 
thee  to  kick  against  the  pricks.  And  I  said.  Who  art  Thou, 
Lord?  And  He  said,  I  am  Jesus,  whom  thou  persecutest.  But 
rise,  and  stand  upon  thy  feet ;  for  I  have  appeared  unto  thee  for  this 
purpose,  to  make  thee  a  minister  and  a  witness  both  of  these 
things  which  thou  hast  seen,  and  of  those  things  in  the  which  I 
will  appear  unto  thee.'*  Wish  you  for  a  declaration  of  his 
enmity  against  the  Church  of  God  ?  Turn  to  chap,  xxii  19,  20 : 
"  Lora,  they  know  that  I  imprisoned  and  beat  in  every  syna- 
gogue them  that  believed  on  Thee  :  and  when  the  blood  of  Thy 
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martyr  Stephen  was  shed,  I  also  was  standing  by,  and  consent^ 
ing  unto  his  death,  and  kept  the  raiment  of  them  that  slew  him." 
Here  was  an  enem^  exceeding  mad  against  that  way.  What 
way  ?  God's  way  m  Christ  of  reconciling  enemies  to  Himself. 
He  appears  to  have  been  a  very  devil,  tormenting  the  saints 
until  tney  bla^sphemed.  Do  you  think  you  could  find  such  a 
description  of  saintship  from  any  pulpit  in  the  lengUi  and  breadth 
of  the  British  Isles  ?  Modern  preachers  are  not  so  honest  as 
Paul  was  made  by  the  grace  and  indwelling  of  God  the  Holy 
Ghost.  He  declared  that  he  was  so  cruel  and  fiendish  an  enemy 
of  God's  Christ  as  to  cause  His  saints  to  blaspheme.  Yet,  in 
carrying  out  the  Father's  purposes  of  love,  came  to  Paul,  and 
revealed  in  him  the  glorious  truth  of  the  eternal  union  of  the 
saints  with  Him  in  His  mediatorial  glory,  and  of  His  union  to 
them  in  all  the  sufferings  they  endure.  Paul's  heart  was  taken 
captive  by  the  power  of  covenant  love,  melted  by  the  fire 
of  Divine  affection,  and  moulded  into  experimental  oneness  with 
the  Man  whose  ways  pleased  the  Lord  for  him.  From  that 
moment  Saul  the  persecutor  became  Paul  the  persecuted.  The 
peace  of  God  reigned  and  ruled  in  his  heart,  and  as  Paul's  ways 
pleased  the  Lord,  he  was  hated,  despised,  and  rejected  of  men; 
but  he  rejoiced  in  the  blessed  fact  that  he  was  one  with  that 
blessed  Man  in  the  heavens  whose  ways  always  did  and  always 
shall  please  the  Lord,  in  whom  he  stood  eternally  loved,  saved, 
and  accepted  by  the  Father. 

May  He  add  His  blessing  for  His  name's  sake.     Amen. 


Hymn. 

Jesus,  in  condescending  love, 
Thus  makes  His  grace  appear ; 

He  left  the  shining  realms  aboye 
To  be  a  Senrant  here. 

Though  Lord  of  heaven,  He  stoops  to  earth 

To  do  His  Father's  will ; 
Poor  and  despised  from  His  birth, 

Yet  Lord  of  gloiy  still. 

Fatigue  and  sufE'ring,  toil  and  pain, 

He,  as  a  Senrant,  bore, 
That  all  His  Church  might  lire  and  reign 

With  Him  for  evermore. 

He  did  the  work  none  else  could  do, 

Then  He  resumed  His  throne, 
StiU  keeping  His  desips  in  view. 

And  gathTing  in  His  own. 


Joseph  Ibons. 
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JEHOVAH-JESUS— THE    SECURITY    OF    ZION. 


%  Stxwam 

Peeachbd  in  Geote  Chapel,  CAJiBBawBLL,  on  Tuesday  Evening, 
Maboh  9th,  1875,  BT 

THOMAS   BRADBURY. 


''  God  is  in  the  midBt  of  her ;  she  shall  not  be  moved  :  God  shall  help  her,  and 
that  right  early."— Psa.  xlvi.  6. 

WHEN,  by  the  power  of  pure,  sovereign,  unbought,  uniu- 
fluenced  grace  we  are  lifted  out  of  the  regions  of  sin, 
deathi  the  carse^  and  legal  bondage,  into  the  regions  of  salvation, 
life,  blessing  and  Gospel  liberty,  there  to  see  our  standing  and 
security,  it  is  a  blessed  privilege  to  survey  the  various  covenant 
promises  in  God's  most  Holy  Word,  and  to  experience  their 
application  to  our  hearts  by  the  gracious  power  of  God  the 
Holy  Ghost.  It  is  thus  we  know  that  whatever  may  happen  to 
us,  for  weal  or  for  woe,  nothing  can  separate  us  from  His  love, 
alienate  us  from  His  family,  di*ag  us  from  His  loved  embrace,  or 
sever  us  from  the  affections  of  His  heart.  It  is  a  glorious 
privilege  to  be  led  bjr  the  Kinff  into  His  kingly-palace  home, 
to  be  carried  by  Him  into  the  chambers  of  sovereign  mercy,  into 
the  archives  of  His  sovereign  love,  the  spot  where  He  makes 
known  His  sweet  Gospel  secrets,  and  bestows  the  rich  sense  of 
undisturbed  security  m  His  firm  and  unbending  decrees ;  and 
not  only  in  His  eternal  purpose,  but  in  the  blessed  experience  of 
His  love.  The  knowledge  of  these  glorious  verities  and  new 
covenant  promises  has  nerved  and  cheered  the  heai-ts  of  God's 
children  in  many  a  tr)  ing  hour.  Look  at  that  man  whom  God 
by  His  grace  made  mighty  indeed —Martin  Luther!  When 
some  tried  to  dissuade  him  from  appearing  before  the  Diet  of 
Worms,  he  declared  that  though  there  mi^t  be  as  many  devils 
between  him  and  Worms  as  there  were  tues  on  the  houses,  he 
would  go.  In  the  strength  of  the  Lord  he  would  ofttimes  cry 
out: — "Let  us  sing  the  fortynsixth  Psalm  and  defy  the  devil." 
Ah  I  you  may  depend  upon  it  Luther  sang  the  Psalm  with  a 
vengeance.    JEHOVAH  so  cheered  his  heart  by  His  magnani- 
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rnous  grace  that  he  proved  the  ancient  promise  true : — "  For  I, 
saith  tne  Lord,  will  be  unto  her  a  wall  of  fire  round  about." 
Luther,  as  a  member  of  Christ's  mystical  body,  was  blest  with 
abundant  testimonies  to  the  truth  that  God  was  his  Refuge  and 
Strength,  and  the  glory  in  the  midst  of  Zion. 

**  Zion  stands  by  hills  sorronnded, 
Zion*8  kept  by  power  divine  ; 
AH  her  foes  shall  oe  confounded, 
Though  the  world  in  anns  combine  1 

Happy  Zion  1 
What  a  faronred  lot  is  thine  ! " 

It  is  blessed  indeed  when  the  melting  season  comes,  after 
realising  the  keen  frosts  of  temptation  and  the  chilling  winds  of 
adversity  in  which  is  seen  an  end  of  all  perfection,  to  be  led  into 
the  experimental  possession  of  the  glorious  promises  of  this 
Psalm.  Then  our  heaiis  can  sing : — "  Thy  words  were  found, 
and  I  did  eat  them  ;  and  Thy  word  was  unto  me  the  joy  and 
rejoicing  of  my  heart ;  for  I  am  called  by  Thy  name,  0  Lord 
God  of  hosts"  (Jer.  xv.  16).  Yes,  it  is  blessed  to  know  that  in 
the  reception  of  God's  precious  truth  (and  this  is  a  passive 
reception,  even  as  the  earth  receives  the  rain  which  falls  upon 
it),  to  know  beyond  the  shadow  of  a  doubt,  by  the  infalhble 
teaching  of  God  the  Holy  Ghost,  that  grace  and  glory  are  ours ; 
ours  by  covenant  right  and  title ;  ours  by  covenant  ties ;  ours 
by  the  unalterable  word  of  JEHOVAH ;  and  if  that  word  is  not 
sufficient  to  chase  away  our  doubts,  our  fears,  and  our  ofttimes 
accursed  indifference,  He  will  bring  home  His  promise,  ay,  His 
exceeding  great  and  precious  promises,  and  not  His  promises 
alone,  but  He  will  condescend  to  confirm  them  by  an  oath.  If 
a  man  uses  an  oath  to  confirm  what  he  says,  that  man  must 
have  some  hesitancy  in  respect  to  the  honoiur  of  his  word. 
"Let  your  communication  be,  Yea,  yea;  Nay,  nay;  for  what- 
soever is  more  than  these  cometh  of  evil."  JEHO  V  AH  not  only 
comes  down  with  His  *'  Yea ; "  but,  when  the  devil  tempts, 
taunts,  and  torments,  with  his  **  Nay,"  and  would  draff  down  the 
child  of  God  into  failure,  defeat,  and  ruin,  JEHOVAH  is  ready 
to  save  and  nigh  at  hand  to  bless.  He  confirms  every  word  He 
has  given ;  every  promise  is  confirmed  by  His  immutable  oath : — 
**  Because  He  could  swear  by  no  jjreater,  He  sware  by  Himself.'' 
Oh,  what  marvellous  condescension  I  The  great  and  glorious 
JEHOVAH  calling  to  His  tried  ones: — "If  I  accomplish  not 
evenr  purpose  of  covenant  love  to  thee,  may  I,  the  eternal 
JEHO  YAH,  cease  to  exist  1"  So  God  dealt  with  Abraham: 
Abraham,  who,  with  all  his  faith,  was  ofttimes  faithless;  and  if 
this  was  the  case  with  Abraham,  who  represented  the  whole 
election  of  grace  from  his  day  down  to  the  end  of  time,  it  must 
be  so  in  our  experience  who  are  following  in  his  steps.  We, 
who  know  something  of  temptation  and  tribulation,  darkness 
and  desertion,  if  we  underatand  the  matter  rightly,  need  not 
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fear  when  we  are  brought  into  the  depths  of  trouble ;  and  yet 
we  need ;  for  there  is  a  need-be  for  every  stroke,  every  trial, 
every  trouble  that  comes  over  a  child  of  God.  In  each  of  them 
he  will  be  brought  to  see  a  door  opened  to  him  for  the  inflowings 
of  JEHOVAH'S  grace,  and  for  the  aboundings  of  the  sweet 
consolations  of  the  **  Brother  bom  for  adversity/' 

Peter  understood  something  of  this  when  he  wrote  to  the 
elect  strangers: — "If  need  be,  ye  are  in  heaviness  through 
manifold  temptations."  Manifold  temptations  I  What  does  he 
mean  by  **  manifold^  "  Why,  see  1  In  a  drapery  establishment 
we  have  placed  before  us  a  piece  of  cloth  (no  matter  what  the 
material)  to  be  dealt  out  to  us ;  it  must  be  unfolded.  Its  "  many 
folds "  must  appear.  It  is  so  in  the  temptations  which  are  in 
store  for  the  elect,  redeemed,  and  regenerate  family  of  God : 
they  shall  see,  know,  and  feel  them,  and  acknowledge  that  they 
are  all  for  the  glory  of  God  the  Father,  the  exaltation  of  His 
Christy  the  honour  of  His  Spirit,  the  ^ood  of  His  people,  the 
thwarting  of  the  devil,  filling  all  hell  with  confusion,  ana  flood- 
ing heaven  with  ceaseless  praise.  "  That  the  trial  of  your  faith, 
bem^  much  more  precious  than  of  gold  that  perisheth  though  it 
be  tned  by  fire,  might  be  found  unto  praise  and  honour  and 

glory  at  the  appearing  of  Jesus  Christ."  What  appearing? 
)ur  friends  the  Millenarians  are  looking  forward,  and  many  are 
losing  themselves  amid  the  dreamy  regions  of  vain  speculation ; 
but  the  living  child  of  God  glories  in  present-tense  blessings, 
and  loves  to  behold  the  loved  One  of  his  heart  appear  in  the  full 
blaze  of  Gospel  glory.  See  how  blessedly  this  is  unfolded  by 
the  Holy  Ghost  in  our  text : — "  God  is  in  the  midst  of  her ;  " 
JEHOVAH  in  the  midst  of  His  people,  and  His  people  in  the 
midst  of  Him. 

"  6  God,  our  Help  in  agen  past  "— 

Our  Help  in  sovereign  election  before  all  worlds ; 
Our  Help  in  redemption  on  Calvary's  bloody  tree  ; 
Our  Help  in  regeneration  at  the  set  time  of  favour ; 
Our  Help  throughout  our  earthly  pilgrimage ; 
Our  Help  to  all  eternity — 

"  O  God,  our  Help  in  ages  past, 
Our  Hope  for  years  to  come, 
Oar  Shelter  from  the  stormy  blast, 
And  onr  eternal  Home. 

Under  the  shadow  of  Th j  throne 

Thj  saints  have  dwelt  secm% ; 
Sufficient  is  Thine  arm  alone, 

And  our  defence  is  sm«." 

O  what  a  glorious  Home  I  JEHOVAH  our  Help,  our  Hope, 
our  Harbour,  our  Home  I  A  Home  'for  weary  pilgrims  who 
experience  most  keenly  their  outcast  state  away  from  felt  union 
to  Him.  I  have  been  much  interested  of  late  in  reading  the 
judgments  which  should  come  upon  the  enemies  of  God  and  His 
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people.  See  I  "  Moab  is  My  wadipot."  Ood's  washpot !  A 
raarvellouB  and  strange  declaration,  yet  glorious  truth  beaming 
forth  therefrom.  How  is  Moab  God's  washpot  I  Paul  comes  to 
our  relief  and  informs  ns  that  God*s  elect  are  accounted  the 
offiscouring  of  all  things ;  yet  God  will  teach  Moab  that  the  filth 
is  his,  while  His  elect  ones  appear  before  Him  without  spot,  or 
wrinkle,  or  any  such  thine.  Wherever  God's  Israel  are  found 
in  this  present  evil  world,  there  God's  washpot  must  be.  Listen  I 
**  Let  Mine  outcasts  dwell  with  thee,  Moab.''  Moab,  a  cradle,  a 
couch,  a  covert,  a  washpot  for  the  people  of  JEHOVAH'S 
choice,  and  all  secured  by  sovereign  decree.  Is  it  not  blessed 
to  know  that  in  the  territory  of  our  soul's  worst  enemies  we 
have  peace  and  provision  prepared  to  our  hands  and  heart  by 
the  Ruler  of  the  nations?  He  orders  and  incUnes  the  unruly 
wills  and  affections^  the  dispositions  and  movements  of  the 
enemies  of  His  Zion,  that  they  may  prove  to  be  her  best  friends, 
so  far  as  things  temporal  are  concerned.  This  all  flows  from 
union  with  Christ,  identity  with  Deity,  oneness  with  our  incar- 
nate God. 

I  well  remember,  long  years  ago,  when  a  lad,  sitting  in  old  St. 
Jude's,  Manchester.  The  pulpit  was  occupied  by  Daniel  Fole^, 
who  was  afterward  Regius  Professor  of  Irish  in  the  Dubim 
University.  His  text  was: — "His  name  shall  be  called  Em- 
manuel ;  which,  being  interpreted,  is,  God  with  us "  (Matt.  i. 
23).  "  But,"  said  Dan,  **  interpreted  1  We  want  the  Interpreter 
here !  The  One  of  a  thousand !  He  who  has  the  eloquent 
speech,  whose  lips  are  full  of  grace.  Interpreted  ?  •  Tes,  but 
not  into,  or  from,  Hebrew,  Greek,  or  Latin.  No  !  A  reprobate 
Pilate  could  do  all  that.  The  interpretation  we  desire  is  in  the 
language  of  Canaan,  the  language  of  the  redeemed  sinner's 
need.  My  need,  and  thy  need,  poor  sinner,  and  blessed  be  God, 
bv  Him  I  find  all  my  needs  supplied^  *  according  to  His  riches  in 
glory  by  Christ  Jesus.'  God  in  the  pulpit,  God  in  the  pew ! 
Not  in  that  wretched  bit  of  paste  which  the  Papists  manufacture, 
worship,  and  eat."  You  will  see  from  this  how  he  hated  the 
blasphemous  idolatries  of  Popery ;  ay,  hated  the  very  smell  of  it, 
and  80  do  L 

But  what  a  blessed  privilege  to  realise  a  present  God  1  present 
not  onlv  in  the  time  of  trouble,  in  the  day  of  adversity ;  but  also 
in  the  day  of  prosperity.  My  heart  has  ofttimes  thrilled  as  those 
words  of  England  s  Litany  have  dropped  with  sweetness  upon 
my  ear : — "  In  all  time  of  our  tribulation,  in  all  time  of  our 
wealth."    Ah,  that  is  it,  my  dear  friends,  our  delivering  God 

E resent,  not  only  in  the  hours  of  darkness,  trial,  and  temptation, 
ut  in  the  sunshine  of  prosperity  when  sweet  peace  smiles  upon 
us,  and  not  a  ruffle  is  experienced  in  the  oonsoienoe.  An  ever- 
present  God  is  the  glory  of  Zion  : — *^  God  is  in  the  midst  of  her; 
she  shall  not  be  moved."  Her  sons  and  daughters  as  refuges  of 
hope,  may  be  chased  by  the  devil,  chased  by  the  curse  of  a 
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broken  law,  chased  by  a  frowning  world,  chased  by  the  enmity 
of  their  own  evil  nature,  by  their  foolish  imaginations  and  carnal 
conclusions  opposed  to  JEHOVAH'S  gracious  purposes  and  un- 
bending decrees,  yet  they  fly  to  the  Refuge,  and  when  through 
weakness  and  weariness  they  cannot  fly,  their  cry  reaches  His 
ears  and  heart,  **  Lead  me  to  the  Rock  that  is  higher  than  I." 
This  is  the  Rock  of  eternal  ages  which  still  rears  its  head  un- 
moved above  all  the  storms  of  sin,  corruption  and  condemnation. 
In  it,  in  Him,  the  elect  of  God  safely  abide,  and  shall  securely 
shelter  until  the  tyranny  of  sin  and  Satan  is  for  ever  overpast, 
when  our  light  afflictions,  which  are  but  for  a  moment,  have 
wrought  for  us  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of 
glory.     Ah  1 

**  Bage  as  ye  will,  O  ye  portals  of  hell  I 
Safe  in  the  Bock  do  the  ransomed  ones  dwell/' 

"  Therefore  will  not  we  fear  though  the  earth  be  removed." 
When  we  are  blessed  with  the  experimental  realisation  of  God  in 
our  midst,  we  cannot  fear.  Fear  at  such  a  time  is  an  utter 
impossibility.  Why?  Because  I  believe?  Because  of  the 
length  or  the  strength  of  my  faith  t  Oh,  no  1  If  such  were  the 
case,  I  should  be  the  greatest  coward  in  creation.  It  is  because 
He  is  true  to  His  covenant  engagements,  and  to  His  right-royal 
and  precious  promises.  He  is  with  me  a  very  present  Help : — 
'^  Therefore  will  not  we  fear,  though  the  earth  be  removed." 
What  are  we  to  understand  by  the  earth  being  removed  1  Isaiah 
in  his  fiftieth  chapter  and  second  and  third  verses,  with  Habak- 
kuk  iii.  16 — 18,  let  us  into  the  secret.  When  all  earth's  resources 
fail,  when  creature  comforts  are  gone,  when  fond  hopes  perish 
in  bitter  diappointment,  when  false  friends  are  unmaskea,  and 
true  friends  are  powerless  to  assist :  everything  under  the  sun 
is  vanity  and  vexation  of  spirit,  all  human  help  recedes  from 
view,  the  very  ground  cut  from  under  my  feet,  then  will  1  not 
fear ;  ay,  and  "  though  the  mountains  be  carried  into  the  midst 
of  the  sea."  What  mountains  ?  Our  mountains  of  help,  comfort, 
enjoyment,  pleasure,  in  which  we  have  boasted  and  rejoiced, 
and  which  we  fondly  fancied  stood  strong,  yet  in  a  moment  all 
hurled  into  a  sea  of  disappointment  and  perplexity.  Tet  His 
presence  is  salvation,  ana  His  power  and  preciousness  known 
and  felt  give  a  joy  and  peace  in  believing,  unspeakable  and 
Divine. 

"  There  is  a  river,  the  streams  whereof  shall  make  glad  the 
city  of  God."  Streams  of  love,  life,  blood,  and  salvation  gladden 
the  hearts  of  all  true  Zionites.  **  The  tabernacles  of  the  Most 
High."  Marvellous  yet  blessed  expression  I  What  are  these 
taberaades?  Seel  '*  For  we  know,  that  if  our  earthlv  house 
of  this  tabernacle  be  dissolved,  we  have  a  building  of  God,  a 
house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  iu  the  heavens  "  (2  Cor.  v. 
1).  But  here  we  may  ask  Paul  a  question.  Does  not  David 
speak  of  ^  the  holy  place  of  the  tabernacles  of  the  Most  High  ?  " 
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Paul  answers,  '*  What,  know  ye  not  that  your  body  is  the  temple 
of  the  Holy  Ghost  which  is  in  you,  which  ye  have  of  God,  and 
ye  are  not  your  own?  "  (1  Cor.  vi.  19).  The  body,  " our  earthly 
house  of  this  tabernacle,"  the  abode  of  our  indwelling  God  and 
Friend,  in  which  the  rich,  unfailing  streams  of  unmerited, 
unbought  ^race  must  flow. 

**  God  ism  the  midst  of  her."  Whatever  be  the  state  or  con- 
dition of  God's  children  here,  we  have  His  unalterable  testimony, 
and  in  His  own  set  tima  of  favour  it  must  be  sealed  home  to  the 
heart  by  the  power  of  God  the  Holy  Ghost.  What  are  we  to 
understand  by  "  her  f  "  "  Her "  refers  to  God's  Zion,  the  bride, 
the  Lamb's  wife,  who,  during  her  wanderings  in  these  wilder- 
ness wilds,  in  conscious  weakness,  leans  upon  the  arm  of  her 
Beloved.  But  sometimes  His  sensible  presence  and  supi)ort  are 
withdrawn,  when  trouble  and  surprise,  weakness  and  anxiety  are 
hers  :  she  starts  at  the  sigh  of  every  passing  wind,  groans  under 
the  weight  of  temptation,  and  travels  much  by  night.  She 
longs  for  the  company  of  her  Supporter,  and  her  anxious  sigh  is 
oft  wafted  heavenward  and  homeward  : — **  Saw  ye  Him  whom 
my  soul  loveth  ?  "  This  is  the  one  described  in  Solomon's  Song, 
that  blessed  Book  in  which  my  soul  would  always  live  if  God 
would  thus  indulge  me ;  but  He  does  not,  ana  through  the 
wastes  and  wilds  of  Ecclesiastes  I  must  wander  and  leai*n  that 
everything  under  the  sun,  out  of  Christ,  is  vanity  and  vexation 
of  spirit,  and  through  this  to  the  rich  realisation  of  the  beauty, 
bounty,  and  blessedness  of  the  Bridegroom  of  my  heart,  as 
revealed  in  the  Song  of  Solomon. 

"  God  is  in  the  midst  of  her."  There  are  many  precious 
declarations  in  God's  blessed  Word  concerning  His  presence 
with  His  people.  See  Deut.  xxiii.  14 : — **  For  the  Lord  thy 
God  walketh  in  the  midst  of  thy  camp,  to  deliver  thee,  and  to 
give  up  thine  enemies  before  thee ;  therefore  shall  thy  camp  be 
holy ;  that  He  see  no  unclean  thing  in  thee,  and  turn  away  from 
thee.**  Well,  blessed  be  God,  our  Emmanuel,  having  met  every 
condition  and  requirement  of  law  and  justice,  clothed  and 
sheltered  His  own  in  His  perfect  and  spotless  righteousness, 
washed  them  from  every  stain  of  sin  and  pollution  in  His  most 
precious  blood,  and  graced  them  with  the  holiness  of  Himself 
and  of  His  blessed  Spirit,  as  He  walks  in  their  midst  He  beholds 
no  iniquity.  He  sees  no  unclean  thing:  they  appear  holy  and 
without  blame   before  Him.       ''The  Kine's  daughter  is  all 

florious  within,  her  clothing  is  of  wrought  gold.      Oh,  how 
lessed  to  know  that  He  who  is  the  righteousness  of  His  bride 
is  her  holiness  too  I 

''  The  Lord  thy  God  in  the  midst  of  thee  is  mighty ;  He  will 
save."  Mark !  *'  Be  will^''  not  simply  He  ha$ — *•  fie  will  save  " 
out  of  every  trouble,  every  perplexity,  every  conflict,  emergency, 
and  extremity,  and  prove  to  thee  what  a  glorious,  covenant, 
faithful  God  He  is.    *'  He  will  rest  in  His  love ;  "  or,  as  we  read 
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ID  the  margin,  "  He  will  be  tdlent  in  His  love.*'  How  will  He 
be  silent  in  His  lovet  Listen!  It  was  our  lot  last  Sunday 
morning  to  dwell  upon  John  viii.  32.  We  then  noticed  some 
who  were  not  silent:  they  were  clamorous  in  their  hatred 
against  the  sovereign  grace  of  God.  This  caused  them  to  drag 
into  the  presence  of  the  Friend  of  sinners  a  poor  fallen  woman. 
They  would  have  her  stoned ;  but  He  would  have  her  saved. 
He  stooped  and  wrote  on  the  ground.  What  did  He  write  ? 
The  seventh  commandment!  No!  But  He  wrote  something 
which  accused  and  condemned  those  ^^pioiu^  comietent "  (?) 
hypocrites  in  their  own  conscience,  and  off  they  sneaked  from 
the  presence  of  sovereign  and  infinite  excellency.  The  sigh  and  the 
cry  of  Zion's  mourners  at  such  a  time  is,  "Let  Thy  mercies  come 
also  unto  me,  0  Lord,  even  Thy  salvation,  according  to  Thy  Word, 
so  shall  I  have  wherewith  to  answer  him  that  reproacheth  me  "  (Psa. 
cxix.  41,  42).  Jesus  rose  and  said  to  the  woman,  "  Where  are 
those  thine  accusers?  hath  no  man  condemned  thee  I  She  saith, 
No  man.  Lord."  Now  mark !  He  was  silent  in  His  love !  "  And 
Jesus  said  unto  her,  Neither  do  I  condemn  thee  :  go,  and  sin 
no  more."  Not  a  reproving  word  from  His  grace-filled  lips  to 
the  bride  of  His  heart.  He  looks  with  fond  affection  upon  the 
travail  of  His  soul.  Tell  me,  will  the  mother  manifest  a  spirit  of 
hatred  and  vindictiveness  because  of  the  wail  of  her  helpless 
infant?  Will  she  upbraid  and  reproach?  Nay  1  She  will  be 
silent  in  her  love,  yet  not  silent  to  soothe,  nor  silent  for  her 
little  one  before  the  throne,  that  it  may  be  an  heir  with  her  of 
the  grace  of  life,  and  a  sharer  in  the  covenant  affections  of  her 
God.  So  it  is  with  a  precious  Christ,  as  He  sees  His  weaklings 
in  their  sins,  sorrows,  and  necessities,  He  does  not  upbraid  them. 
No  !  It  is — '*  Thomas !  Mary !  John  !  Ann !  thy  sins  which  are 
many  are  all  forciven  thee ;  all  cast  into  the  deep  sea  of  eternal 
oblivion,  cast  behind  My  back,  out  of  My  sight  for  ever.*' 

«  God  is  in  the  midst  of  her.''  ''Her/  '*  The  Church,  loved 
and  elect  before  all  worlds:  the  Church,  fallen  in  the  world, 
sought,  found,  recovered,  lifted  up  in  the  arms  of  sovereign 
mercy.  Ah !  what  a  mercy  to  be  lifted  up  experimentally  out 
of  my  corruption,  deadness,  darkness,  and  desertion,  to  be 
wnshed  in  precious,  atoning  blood,  clothed  in  the  spotless  and 
impeccable  righteousness  of  my  God  and  Saviour,  fed  with 
heavenly  provision,  and  blest  with  the  possession  of  a  life  which 
can  never  die,  and  which  is  known  by  groans  Godward,  hopes 
heavenward,  and  sighs  Zionward.  When  the  veil  of  ignorance 
is  drawn  aside,  and  we  are  favoured  by  the  power  and  indwell- 
ing of  God  the  Holy  Ghost  with  a  view  of  the  verities  of  the 
everlasting  covenant,  then  we  behold  our  ffraoious  Emmanuel 
taking  to  His  home  and  to  His  heart  a  countless  number  of  elect 
ones.  In  covenant  His  delights  were  with  the  Father  and  with 
them,  ana  through  their  varied  experiences  His  gracious  promise 
holds  good:— •*!  am  with   you,  saith  the  Lord."     See   how 
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blessedly  He  cheers  the  heart  of  His  twos  and  threes  as  they  are 
scattered  here  and  there  in  the  wilderness : — "  Where  two  or 
three  are  gathered  together  in  My  name  1 "  Do  notice,  tiukl 
** are  gatJiered''*  That  is  intensely  passive,  for  wherever  there 
are  any  to  be  gathered  there  must  be  a  Gatherer,  and  in  this 
dispensation  of  giace,  the  Gatherer  is  the  Holy  Ghost  Mark  I 
He  says  not,  Wnere  two  or  three  are  gathered  /  toiU  be ;  but 
*'  I  AM."  He  speaks  in  all  the  glory  of  His  Godhead,  and  the 
loving  sympathy  of  His  manhood,  "  I  AM,"  God  our  Refuge. 
There  I  am  waiting  to  receive  you,  and  manifest  Myself  unto 
you.     It  is  a  blessed  privilege  to  know  and  sing : — 

**  No  Binner  can  be  beforehand  with  Thee, 
Thy  grace  is  almighty,  prerenting,  and  free.'* 

Blessed  are  all  thej  that  wait  for  Him,  but  thrice  blessed  are  they 
who  find  Him  waiting  for  them.  Yes,  we  wait  for  Him,  for  His 
gracious  manifestations,  for  the  sweet  revelations  of  His  love, 
blood,  and  bounty;  but  He  is  ever  waiting  to  open  up  the 
treasures  of  His  inexhaustible  grace,  and  to  bless  us  with  the 
rich  provisions  of  His  table,  and  the  sweet  love  of  His  heart. 

"God  is  in  the  midst  of  her,"  not  only  collectively,  but 
individually  (see  Dent,  xxxii.  12).  Benjamin  dwells  in  God's 
heart,  and  God  dwells  in  the  heart  of  Benjamin.  Nothing  but  a 
precious  Christ  formed  in  the  heai*t  the  Hope  of  glory  wul  truly 
satisfy  a  living  soul.  We  may  have  a  clear  insight  into  the  doctrines 
of  grace,  and  be  able  to  comprehend  marvellous  mysteries;  but 
without  Christ  in  my  midst,  Cnrist  my  life,  Christ  in  my  aflfections, 
all  must  end  in  disappointment,  dissatisfaction,  death,  and 
damnation.  Still  further,  "  God  is  in  the  midst  of  her,"  not  only 
for  her  comfort  and  consolation,  but  for  the  manifestation  of  the 
glory  of  Israel's  covenant  God.  See  how  this  was  exemplified 
when  "  He,  bearing  His  cross,  went  forth  into  a  place  called  the 
place  of  a  skull,  which  is  called  in  the  Hebrew,  Golgotha :  where 
they  crucified  Him,  and  two  thieves  with  Him,  on  either  side 
one,  and  Jeaxts  in  the  midst "  (John  xix.  17,  18).  That  was  a 
dreary  midst,  the  midst  of  sin-imputed,  and  reproach  ;  the  midst 
of  wrath  and  condemnation,  the  midst  of  darkness  and  desertion, 
the  midst  of  that  hell  of  confusion  and  consternation  which  we 
must  have  suffered  but  for  the  agony  and  bloody  sweat,  the 
cruel  cross  and  passion,  the  dreadml  death  and  burial,  of  our 
incarnate  God.  Jesus  in  the  midst  of  my  sin  and  shame,  that 
He  might  be  everlastingly  endeared  to  my  longing  heart.  That 
is  a  blessed  hymn  by  Lyte  : — 

**  Lord,  I  would  stand  with  thooghtful  eye 

Beneath  Thy  fatal  tree, 
And  see  Thee  bleed,  and  see  Thee  die, 

And  think,  what  love  to  me  ! 
Dwell  on  the  sight,  my  stony  heart, 

Till  every  pulse  within 
Shall  into  contrite  sorrow  start, 

And  hate  the  thought  of  ain.** 
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You  all  know  that  Tery  precious  hymn  of  Hart's  oti  the  agony 
and  bloody  sweat  endured  by  our  ever-precious  and  adorable 
Emmanoel  in  G^thsemane^  it  was  the  si^ht  and  expeiience  thus 
described  which  melted  lum  down,  ana  lifted  him  up  to  the 
heights  of  favour  and  sweet  acceptance.  Nothing  bat  this  can 
conquer  and  triumph  over  wretched,  rebellious  me.  Sweet  love^ 
▼i^ts  to  Gethsemane  and  Calvary  endear  our  most  glorious 
Ohrist  to  our  hearta 

*'  Sweet  the  moments,  rich  in  blessing, 
Which,  before  the  cross,  I  spend ; 
Life,  aad  health,  and  peaoepossessing, 
From  the  sinner's  dying  friend. 

Let  me  sit  for  ever  Tiewing 

Mercy's  streams  in  streams  of  blood  : 
Precious  drops  1  my  soul  bedewing, 

Plead  and  claim  my  peace  with  God.** 

The  God,  who,  as  Man,  died  for  me  in  the  midst  of  judgment 
and  the  wrath  I  so  richly  deserved,  that  Christ  reveaJed  to  me 
and  in  me  gives  me  a  standing  before  and  with  ray  God  from 
whence  I  can  look  death  and  hell  in  the  face  without  amazement, 
and  enjoy  a  peace  of  JEHOVAH'S  own  giving  when  storms  of 
trouble,  and  temptation  raffe  around. 

**  Ood  is  in  the  midst  of  her,"  on  resurrection  g^ronnd.  "  Then 
the  same  day,  at  evening,  beine  the  first  day  of  the  week,  when 
the  doors  were  shut,  where  tne  disciples  were  assembled  for 
fear  of  the  Jews,  came  Jesus,  and  stood  in  the  midst ;  and  saith 
unto  them.  Peace  be  unto  you  "  (John  xx.  19).  Jesus  stood  in 
the  midst  I  Locks,  bolts,  and  bars  are  vam  to  keep  out  a 
precious  Christ  from  the  loved  ones  of  His  heart.  Sin  and  the 
curse,  and  death  and  hell  may  unite  their  force  to  separate  the 
Head  from  the  members,  the  iBride^oom  from  the  bride ;  but 
He  having  made  an  end  of  sin  for  His  own,  having  been  made  a 
curse  for  His  people,  having  abolished  death  and  rendered 
ineffectual  all  the  designs  of  hell  aeainst  His  Church,  where  she 
is  He  must  be,  and  where  He  is  i£e  must  abide.  Jesus  in  the 
midst  breathes  His  own  sweet  Spirit  of  peace  upon  them^  shows 
them  His  hands  and  His  side  once  wounded  ror  them,  blesses 
them  with  the  assurance  that  He  is  the  very  Christ  of  God  their 
Saviour  and  their  Friend.  With  such  marvellous  manifestations 
of  His  kindness  and  care,  ^'  they  believed  not  for  joy.''  Blessed, 
joyful  unbelievers  1  Do  you  know  what  that  means  T  It  reminds 
me  of  a  poor  collier's  wife  who,  when  the  Lord  enabled  me  to 
set  forth  His  precious  Gospel  from  John  vi.'45,  raised  her  hands 
and  cried  in  an  ecstacy  of  delight : — "  Eh,  mester  I  it's  almost 
too  ^ood  to  be  true  I "  Ah  I  such  seasons  are  too  blessed,  too 
precious  to  last  long.  To  know  Him  and  the  power  of  His 
resorreotion  is  to  experience  a  gracious  lift  above  the  world  and 
away  from  our  worloly,  fleshly,  and  devilish  surroundings.  Does 
the  lifting  up  of  His  countenance  upon  us  fill  our  hearts  with  joy 
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and  peace  in  believing t  See!  the  hidings  of  His  faoe  give 
trouble  (Pea.  xxx.  7).  But  from  the  midst  of  His  disciples  He 
is  ^ne  !  Where  1  **  And  He  led  them  out  as  far  as  to  Bethany : 
and  He  lifted  up  His  hands  and  blessed  them.  And  it  came  to 
pass,  while  He  blessed  them,  He  was  parted  from  them,  and 
carried  up  into  heaven"  (Luke  xxiv.  50,  51).  Mark  well  the 
place  wmther  our  blessed  Master  led  His  wondering  disciples, 
"  as  far  as  to  Bethany."  The  Papists  would  have  had  it  "  as  far 
as  to  Calvary."  But,  no  I  Away  from  the  place  of  a  skull  and 
dead  men's  bones,  away  from  the  re^ons  of  condemnation  and 
death.  He  leads  them  to  resurrection  and  ascension  ground. 
*^  He  led  them  out  as  far  as  to  Bethany :  He  lifted  up  His  hands 
and  blessed  them."  Blessed  be  God,  I  know  what  tnat  means ! 
"  While  He  blessed  them,  He  was  parted  from  them,  and  a  cloud 
received  Him  out  of  their  sight."  Have  you  ever  in  spirit  been 
in  the  same  spot  ?  Look  I  He  is  gone  1  Where  ?  To  prepare 
a  p^ace  for  thee  and  me,  that  where  He  is,  we  may  be  also. 

"  God  is  in  the  midst  of  her."  Yes,  in  the  midst  of  the  virrin 
throng,  high  in  the  heights  of  glory,  the  glorious  God-Man 
stands.  Smners  saved,  washed  from  every  stain  and  cleared 
from  every  charge,  surround  Him.  Rahab  looks  on  with  fond 
delight,  while  not  a  lie  stains  the  fair  comeliness  which  Ho  had 
put  upon  her.  David  is  there,  but  nothing  is  seen  or  known  of 
the  "former  things  "  of  treachery,  adultery,  and  murder.  Deity 
sheds  foi-th  eternal  glory  through  the  exalted  Man  upon  all  the 
ingjathered  ones,  and  glorious  sovereignty  is  displayed  in  the 
slam  Lamb. 

"  Those  dear  tokenfi  of  His  pMsion, 
Still  His  dazzling  body  bears, 
Endless  cause  of  exultation 
To  His  ransomed  worshippers  : 

With  what  rapture 
Gase  they  on  tboee  glorious  scars  1*' 

He  is  the  Lamb  in  the  midst  of  the  throne.  Every  eye  and  heart 
feasts  with  unwearying  delight  upon  His  glorious  person.  He 
lives  and  leigns  in  the  exultinff  and  rejoicing  spirits  who  throng 
around  Him,  while  the  cry,  tne  shout,  the  long,  loud  chorus 
ascends : — "  Salvation  to  our  God  which  sitteth  upon  the  throne, 
and  unto  the  Lamb!" 

''  Hark  1  how  the  glorious  hosts  above, 
Around  the  great  JEHOVAH'S  throne, 

Enjoying  His  eternal  lore, 
The  Author  of  their  glory  own  ; 

Without  a  jarring  note  they  sing, 

Salvation  to  our  God  and  King." 

Is  it  not  blessed  to  know  that  tJiat  same  Jesus,  the  Lamb, 
the  God,  the  God-Man,  is  our  Hope  and  Consolation  ?  He  is 
with  us  in  all  places  whither  we  are  led  or  driven.  It  signifies 
not  where  we  go,  through  the  deep  dark  waters  of  temptation 
and  trouble,  even  there  tie  will  fnlfll  His  own  promise ;  **  When 
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thou  passest  through  the  waters,  I  will  be  with  thee:  and 
through  the  rivers,  they  shall  not  ovei*flow  thee:  when  thou 
walkest  through  the  fire,  thou  ehalt  not  be  burned :  neither  shall 
the  flame  kindle  upon  thee.  For  I  am  the  LORD  thy  God,  the 
Holy  One  of  Israel,  thy  Saviour  "  (Isaiah  xliii.  2,  3).  0  what 
mercy!  what  kindness  and  care!  He  knew  that  we  should 
deal  very  treacheroudy,  should  be  transgressors  from  the  womb, 
diould  wander  from  mm  like  silly  sheep  and  wayward  children : 
and  yet  gave  His  gracious  promise  which  as  graciously  He 
performs.  "  Therefore,  behold,  I  will  hedge  up  my  way  with 
thorns,''  and,  if  thorns  are  not  sufficient,  I  will  "  make  a  waU," 
and,  if  a  wall  will  not  do, "  I  will  allure  thee,  deliver  thee,  carry  thee, 
and  keep  thee."  Who  can  tell  the  blessedness  of  being  upheld 
by  the  arms  of  omnipotence,  hid  in  the  hollow  of  the  hand  of 
eternal  love,  embraced  in  the  bosom  of  unfaltering  affection, 
and  a  place  given  in  the  heart  of  the  eternal  Three-in-One  better 
than  that  of  sons  or  of  daughters ! 

Ood  is  in  the  midst  of  Zion,  and  Zion  lives  in  the  affections 
of  her  God,  He  is  a  wall  of  fire  round  about  her,  and  the  glory 
in  the  midst  of  her.  Her  sons  and  daughters  shine  resplendently 
in  His  glorious  coronet. 

**  There  David  shines,  without  a  stain ; 
Uriah's  blood  shall  ne'er  be  known  ; 
For,  like  a  millstone  in  the  main. 
Are  all  his  black  transgressions  thrown." 

Yes,  blessed  be  God,  He  preserved  David  whithersoever  he  went. 

'*  Rahab,  the  harlot,  loyed  by  Thee, 
Shall  never  sink  to  Tophet's  flame  ; 
When  Jesus  honff  upon  tne  tree. 
The  Book  of  Life  contained  her  name.** 

What  magnanimous  mercv !  Though  in  herself  an  abandoned, 
lying  harlot,  yet,  in  Him  free  from  all  sin,  her  case  in  His  loving 
hands,  her  name  inscribed  upon  His  heart,  and  her  person  secure 
in  the  midst  of  His  glorious  perfections. 

**  Happy  Zion  1 
What  a  faYoured  lot  is  thine ! " 

'*  She  shall  not  be  moved."  Let  sin,  Satan,  death,  and  hell 
combine  and  rush  like  a  wild  deluge  over  the  child  of  God ;  let 
the  floods  of  temptation  rage  horribly,  and  the  billows  of  trouble 
roar  mightily,  yet  JEHCVi^H  sits  a  King  above  Ihem  all.  He 
holds  the  waters  in  the  hollow  of  His  hand  from  whence  they 
shall  assuage;  but  from  His  heart  Zion  can  never  be  moved, 
from  His  hand  a  weakling  can  never  be  plucked. 

"  God  shall  help  her,  and  that  right  early."  See  margin  : — 
"  When  the  morning  appeareth."  Turning  to  Exodus  xiv.,  we 
see  how  in  the  morning  watch  JEHOVAH  looked  destruction 
on  the  foes  of  His  people  and  deliverance  for  GUs  own.    So  it  is 
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BOW ;  after  loD^  seasons  of  darkness  and  desertion  ihe  staar  of 
hope  sheds  its  inE^iring  ray  across  the  heavinff  billows  of  this 
life,  and  gives  the  sweet  assurance  that  by-and4>^e  the  Sun  of 
Righteousness  will  arise  above  the  spiritnal  horizon,  shedding 
peace  and  joy  upon  Zion's  pathway,  ay,  and  the  comforting 
assurance  too  that  an  abundant  entrance  diall  be  ministered  unto 
tiie  tempest^ssed  ones  into  the  eveiiasting  kins^om  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  Blessed  be  God  for  present 
help  in  time  of  trouble  I 

**  In  darkest  abadet,  H  Thou  appear, 
"Mj  dawning  is  begun  : 
Thoa  art  mj  sotd's  brigfat  Morning  Star, 
And  Tbou  mj  rising  Sul** 


Hymn. 

I  SING  the  gracious  fix'd  decree, 
Pass'd  by  the  great  Eternal  Three, 
In  council  held  in  heav*n  above : 
The  Lord*8  predestinating  lore. 

All  that  concerns  the  chosen  race, 
In  nature,  providence,  and  grace, 
Where  they  shall  dwell— and  when  remove, 
Fix*d  by  predestinating  love. 

Their  calling,  growth,  and  robes  they  wear, 
Their  conflicts,  trials,  daily  care. 
Are  for  them  well  arrang'd  above, 
By  God's  predestinating  love. 

In  this  let  Zion's  sons  rejoice, 
Their  God  will  not  revoke  His  choice  ; 
Nor  sin,  nor  death,  nor  hell,  can  move. 
His  firm  predestinating  lov«. 

This  is  our  bulwark  of  d^ence, 
Nor  foes,  nor  fiends  shall  drive  us  benoc  : 
In  life,  and  death,  and  reahns  above, 
We'll  sing  predestinating  love. 
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LOST    IN    LOVE. 
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PbEAOHKD  in  QbOTB  GhAPBL,  OAHBBBWBUi.,  ON    StINDAT  MOBNINO, 

Junk  Ist,  1879,  bt 

THOMAS   BRADBURY. 


**  What  ifl  thy  Belored  more  than  another  beloved,  O  thou  fairest  among  women  1 
what  is  thj  Beloved  more  than  another  beloved,  that  thou  dost  so  charge  us  7 " — 
Song  of  Solomon  v.  9. 

THIS  book,  which  is  styled  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  **  The  Song  of 
Songs  which  is  Solomon's,"  mav  well  be  styled  the  Holjr 
of  Holies,  or  the  Sancttim  Sanctorum  oi  Divine  inspiration.  In  it 
is  revealed  to  the  living  members  of  the  one  body,  who  are  under 
the  guidance  and  governance  of  God  the  ever-blessed  Spirit, 
that  consecrated  ground  which  can  only  be  trodden  and  enjoyed 
by  consecrated  persons — ^those  on  whose  foreheads  is  seen  the 
Fathei^s  name,  and  in  whose  experience,  walk,  and  conversation, 
the  truth  once  inscribed  upon  the  crown  of  the  Jewish  high 
priest  is  discerned,  "HOLINESS  TO  THE  LORD."  None  but 
holy  persons  can  enjoy  God's  holy  ground.  None  but  God's 
elect,  redeemed,  and  regenerate  people  can  spiritually  enter  into 
the  hidden  meaning  of  tnese  words, — 

"  We  are  a  garden  walled  around, 
Ohosen,  and  made  peculiar  ground  ; 
A  little  spot  enclosed  by  grace 
Out  of  the  world's  wide  wildemess." 

It  is  the  lot,  I  believe,  of  many  who  worship  within  these  walla 
to  be  brought  now  and  again,  by  the  grace  and  indwelling  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  to  delight  in  those  sweet  spots  of  spiritued 
refreshment  which  He  provides  for  them  in  the  glorious  Gospel 
of  the  blessed  God  ;  for  it  is  my  desire  that  you  may  experience 
the  precious  privileges  abounding  in  eveir  chapter  of  tms  book. 
Turn  to  chap  i.  3.  Here  the  bride,  with  the  exoerience  of  dead- 
ness  and  slothfulness,  cries,  "Draw  me."  Tho  self-sufficient 
pietist  knows  nothing  of  the  need  expressed  in  this  heaven-bom 
desire.  Living  souls  in  union  with  a  precious  Christ,  know  full 
Na  183,— Paioa  Oo  Puiiit.  ^^  ..... .,  , .  .^ 
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wall  that  the;  cannot  go  a  single  step  alone,  ^oyietime^  they 
are  blessed  with  the  powerful  support  of  the  loving  arms  of  the 
heavenly  Bridegroom;  while,  at  other  times,  they  are  left  to 
experience  their  helplessness,  to  know  that  down  in  the  dust  is 
their  portion,  and  that  nought  but  the  long,  strong,  powerful 
arm  of  love  can  raise  them  to  His  bosom  in  which  He  carries 
them  safely  home.  The  desire  of  the  bride  is,  "Draw  me,'* 
while  she  resolves  to  run  after  Him.  "  We  will  run  after  Thee." 
This  is  quite  right,  for  wherever  God,  by  the  grace  of  His  Son 
and  the  indwelling  of  His  Spirit^  draws  a  soul  to  Him,  He  makes 
that  soul,  sometimes  in  a  mysterious  manner,  the  instrument  to 
draw  others  to  Himself.  But  Divine  drawing  and  spiritucj 
running  do  not  fully  show  forth  the  riches  of  God's  love.  See ! 
•*  The  King  hath  brought  mi  into  SRs  chambers  J*  The  bride  does 
not  say,  "  The  King  hath  drawn  me,  or  allowed  me  to  run  into 
His  chambers ;  but  fie  Himself  hath  brought  me."  This  reminds 
me  of  that  very  Instructive  narrative  in  John  xxi.  20 — ^23.  Peter, 
who  had  been  commissioned  by  the  Master  to  feed  the  lambs  and 
sheep  of  His  flock,  and  was  brought  into  the  sweet  experience 
of  His  Master's  love,  turning  about,  saw  the  disciple  whom 
Jesus  loved,  and  said, "  Lord,  and  what  shall  this  man  do?  Jesus 
saith  unto  him.  If  I  will  that  he  tarry  till  I  come,  what  is  that  to 
thee !  Follow  thou  Me."  He  did  not  say  to  John,  "  Follow 
thou  Me."  Why  not?  Because  John  was  wholly  occupied  with 
Him,  and  at  that  moment  was  not  only  resting  at  His  feet,  but 
spiritually  reclining  upon  His  bosom.  Look  at  chap.  ii.  4:  "  H« 
brought  me."  This  is  not  Uke  John  i.  41,  42,  where  Andrew 
brought  his  brother  Simon  to  Jesus;  but  it  is  Jesus  Himself 
bringing  His  bride  to  the  ban<|[ueting  house  of  covenant  love. 
We  rejoice  in  the  sweet  experience  expressed  in  those  blessed 
lines  we  sing  sometimes : — 

"  Oh  I  I  am  my  Belored's, 

And  my  Beloyed  Ib  mine  I 
He  brinfft  a  poor  yile  sinner 

Into  His  house  of  wine. 
I  stand  upon  His  merit, 

I  know  no  other  stand. 
Not  e*en  where  gloiy  dwelleth 

In  Emmanael  s  lioid." 

If  there  is  one  thing  more  than  another  which  cheers  and 
encourages  my  heart  in  declaring  the  Gospel  of  the  g^oe  of 
God,  it  is  that  He  brings  a  poor  vile  sinner  into  this  pulpit  t^ 
sound  out  His  praise,  proclaim  His  excellences,  make  known  the 
riches  of  His  gi*ace,  and,  at  the  same  time,  feed  upon  those  pro- 
visions of  Divine  love  which  He  spreads  before  us  so  bountifully 
in  His  own  glorious  Gospel. 

But  it  is  ours  for  a  httle  while  this  morning  to  look  at  ihe 
precious  portion  which  I  have  read  by  way  of  text.  Before  we 
dwell  upon  it  we  will  notice  the  circun[i8tanoee  which  called 
forth  this  questioning  from  the  daughters  of  Jerusalem.     Look 
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^^  tke  eommencement  of  the  chapter :  *'  I  am  ootne  into  My 

Sirden,  Mj  sister.  My  spouse ;  I  have  gathered  My  myrrh  wim 
y  spice ;  "l  have  eaten  My  honeycomb  with  My  honey ;  I  have 
drank  My  wine  with  My  milk ;  eat,  0  friends ;  drink,  yea,  drink 
abnndantiy,  0  beloved."  As  we  notice  the  dose  of  the  pre- 
ceding chapter,  we  see  this  is  the  answer  to  the  bride's  request, 
"  Let  my  Beloved  come  into  His  garden,  and  eat  His  pleafiant 
ftmts."  Mark  well  the  very  words  of  the  Bridegroom,  "  I  AM," 
1  love  to  dwell  upon  these  two  words.  They  are  very  short,  bul 
as  long  as  eternity.  The  desire  of  the  longing  sonl  is,  "  Let  my 
Beloved  come."  The  response  of  the  Beloved  is,  ''  I  AM  come." 
It  is  not,  I  will  come,  or,  I  have  come ;  bnt,  "  I  AM."  Look  at 
that  glorions  title  which  reveals  Christ  with  His  people  from 
eternity  to  eternity.  Though  dwelling  in  the  reeions  of 
unsullied  and  nnapproachable  light,  yet  ever  one  with  His  bride 
in  all  her  darkness  and  dreariness.  Before  all  worlds  He 
embraced  her  in  the  arms  of  His  everlasting  love  according  to 
that  glorious  hymn  of  Kent's,  which  I  think  we  do  not  ciing  as 
often  as  we  might:— 

**  Twas  with  an  everlasting  love 
Thai  €k>d  ffisown  elect  embrae'd, 
Befbre  He  made  the  worlds  above, 
Or  earth  on  her  huge  columns  plac*d«'* 

"  I  AM  oome  into  My  garden."  My  enclosed,  consecrated,  and 
reserved  spot  tor  ibUowship,  intercourse,  and  commumon  with 
My  sister.  My  spome.  **  My  sister,"  identified  witti  Me  as  one  of 
tlie  Father's  children  thron^hont  the  ages  of  eternity.  "My 
spouse,*'  one  with  Mei  n  the  Donds  of  everlasting  affbction.  "  1 
have  gathered  My  m/rrh."  What  is  this  t  Myrrh  is  always 
associated  with  bitterness.  This  points  out  the  precious  fact 
that  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  heavenly  Bridegroom,  is  not 
unmindful  of  the  bitter  experiences  of  His  people,  nor  of  the 
sorrows  and  tears  produced  in  union  with  Himself.  Of  His  own 
we  give  Him,  for  what  have  we  that  He  can  accept  that  flows 
from  any  source  but  Hunself  ?  Is  there  any  myrrh  to  be 
gathered  by  the  Master  in  Grove  chapel  to-day?  Some  ofyott 
may  have  come  desiring  to  sing  the  high  praises  of  your  God^ 
but  are  only  able  to  sign  and  cry  because  of  your  felt  de^ness, 
mMch  is  not  death  after  all ;  for  Uie  dead  feel  and  know  not  any<^' 
tiling.  Bless  His  holy  name,  He  will  not  forget,  neglect,  nor 
ihspiee  His  myrrh;  but  will  mark  well  and  treasure  up  the 
bitter  tears  you  shed  while  you  are  blest  with  a  view  of  His 
Buiferings  for  you  and  for  the  whole  election  of  g^race.  "A 
broken  and  a '  contrite  heart,  0  God,  Thou  wilt  not  demise  '* 
(Psalm  K.  17).  When  the  Beloved  says,  "My  myrrb,^  He 
alludes  to  the  sorrows,  sufferings,  and  griefs  oi  the  bride  in 
union  with  Him.    It  is  our  lot  ofttimes  to  sing  in  spirit, 

**  Tot  though  our  cap  seems  filVd  with  gall, 
There-.  «,mething  «oret  .weetene  «U."       ^^  ^  GoOgk 
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That  *' something  secret'^  is  the  presence  of  the  Master.  A 
des^-ted  pUgrim  will  say,  *'But  I  do  not  experience  His 
presence,  yet  I  pine  and  sigh  for  it."    Well,  cheer  up  I  if  His 

Presence  is  not  enjoyed,  it  will  be  more  or  less  experienced, 
'hose  wishes  so  weak,  those  desires  so  feeble,  and  those  lon^ 
ings  so  urgent,  give  blessed  evidence  that  a  precious  Christ  is 
not  far  o& 

"  With  My  nnce.''  What  is  this?  Depend  upon  it,  without 
the  biting  wmos  of  temptation,  and  the  bmisingpa  of  tribulation, 
there  wiU  be  very  little  experience  of  the  flowing  out  of  the 

Sices.  As  our  souls  are  brought  to  experience  oneness  with 
irist  in  tribulation  and  temptation,  the  sweetness  of  His  spices 
will  be  enjoyed.  It  is  often  upon  the  beds  of  suffering  that  we 
see  tiie  sweet  effects  of  His  compassion,  love,  and  pity.  His 
spices  will  flow  when  tribulation  is  our  lot.  Not  only  the  myrrh 
of  godly  sorrow  and  the  spice  of  everlasting  love,  but  the  honey- 
comb and  the  honey.  See  I  "  /  have  eaten  my  honeycomb  with 
my  honey.^^  These  indicate  the  mellowing  power  of  Divine 
grace  experienced  in  the  hearts  of  His  people.  ^^  /  have  drunk 
my  vnneJ  A  matured  experience  from  old  and  established 
pilgrims,  who  have  drunk  of  the  wine  of  ctstonishment  from  His 
hands,  and  the  strong  drink  which  ready-to-perish  ones  delight 
in.  The  little  ones  in  grace  are  not  forgotten ;  those  who  love 
to  suck  at  the  breasts  of  Divine  consolation.  '^  With  my  milk.'* 
Wine  for  the  old  stager  in  the  beaten  path  of  tribulation  to 
the  saint's  rest  above,  and  milk  for  the  little  ones  who  hang  upon 
the  bosom  of  everlasting  lore,  who  are  dandled  upon  the  knees 
of  Divine  affection,  and  who  delight  to  find  all  their  salvation 
and  securilrv  in  the  activities  of  their  covenant  Carrier.  He 
feeds  upon  His  own  graces  as  they  appear  in  the  hearts  of  His 
people,  and  calls  upon  them  to  be  sharers  of  His  joy :  '*  Eat,  O 
mends;  drink,  yea,  drink  abundantly,  0  beloved."  This  is 
marvellous  grace.  He  not  only  comes  into  the  assemblies  of 
His  saints  to  feed  upon  the  fruits  of  His  own  producing,  whether 
it  be  the  sigh  of  godly  sorrow  or  the  song  of  spiritual  d^ght ; 
whether  it  be  the  patient  endurance  in  the  valley  of  humiliation 
or  love  and  liberty  in  the  heights  of  covenant  favour ;  but  Ho 
calls  upon  His  own  to  feast  with  Him.  He  says,  '^  Eat,  O 
fiiends ;  drink,  yea,  drink  abundantly,  0  beloved.^  Or,  as  We 
read  in  the  margin,  which  appears  not  very  elegant,  *'  and  be 
drunken  with  loves.**  Inebriated,  elated,  carried  out  of  one's 
self.  With  what?  Not  with  wine,  but  with  the  Spirit  The 
margin  says,  ^*  With  loves.**  ^^  Drunken  with  loves.**  I  believe 
Wm.  Mushett,  who  died  with  these  words  upon  his  lips — "Drunk 
with  mercy** — ^knew  something  of  this  wnen  he  wrote  these 
precious  Imes : — 


**  More  of  Thy  loye,  my  God,  I  find 
In  every  hour  I  lire ; 
More,  of  Thy  peace,  in  heart  and  mind, 


In  every  hour  I  live ; 
FoTf.  of  Thy  peace,  in  h 
Poth  each  sharp  trial  give.' 
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There  you  see  the  mjrrh  and  the  spice. 

"  Up  to  my  Father's  high  decree 
Bach  act  in  time  I  trace ; 
Up  to  the  gloiions  Sovereign  Three — 
Almigh^  Foont  of  grace/* 

Mark  f    Not  only  the  love  of  the  Father,  but — 

**  The  Man  who  liyed,  and  died,  and  roee 
To  perfome  heayen  with  blood ; 
To  Him  my  soul  her  pardon  owes, 
And  claims  Him  for  her  God.** 

Thence  low  He  stoops  to  watch  the  lot 

Of  souls  to  Him  cmce  giyen  ; 
And  makes  the  dying  sinner's  cot 

The  glorious  gate  of  heayen.** 

Not  onlv  the  love  of  the  Father  and  the  Son,  but  the  love  of 
Holy  Gnost  also. 

"  And  Thou,  eternal  Spirit  vast. 
What  love  can  Thine  transcend  7 
Since  Thou  Thy  lot  with  me  hath  cast, 
IndwelUng  God  and  Friend.*' 

Do  you  experience  this  ?  Then  you  know  something  of  spiritual 
and  heavenly  salvation,  in  the  enjoyment  of  which  your  spirit 
cries: — 

*<  My  willing  soul  would  stay 
In  such  a  frame  as  this, 
And  sit  and  sing  itself  away 
To  eyerlasting  bliss." 

This  is  true  in  my  case.  But  the  Beloved  calls  upon  His  loved 
ones  to  eat  and  drink.  He  says,  ^'  Eat  ye  that  which  is  good, 
and  let  your  soul  delight  itself  in  fatness ''  (Isaiah  Iv.  2).  He 
continues,  "My  flesh  is  meat  indeed,  and  My  blood  is  drink 
indeed.  He  that  eateth  My  flesh,  and  drinketh  My  blood, 
dwelleth  in  Me,  and  I  in  him  "  (John  vi.  55,  66).  Trulv  this  is 
fellowship  with  the  Father  and  with  His  Son  Jesus  Christ,  by 
the  grace  and  indwelling  of  God  the  ever-blessed  Spirit. 

"i  sleep,  bid  my  heart  taaket/u^  Know  ye  anything  of  thist 
A  drowsy,  lethargic  state.  Tou  would,  but  cannot  sing ;  you 
would,  but  cannot  pray;  you  would,  but  cannot  hear  the 
Bridegroom's  voice  in  the  preaching  of  the  Word ;  vou  sleep, 
yet,  thank  God,  you  are  not  dead.  Your  sleep  is  restless,  while 
your  heart  acknowledges  that  spiritual  conflict  which  is  unknown 
m  the  unregenerate :  "  The  i^irit  indeed  is  willing,  but  the  flesh 
is  weak." 

^^It  i$  the  voice  of  my  Beloved  that  knocks,  Baying^  Open  to  Me^  My 
eieter.  My  love^  My  dove.  My  undefiUd^  He  comes  knocking  with 
His  exceeding  ^eat  and  precious  promises  and  new  oovemuit 
commands.  It  is  surprising  and  matchless  sprace  which  causes  us 
to  know  that  after  we  have  oeen  blessed  with  the  high  favour  of  a 
covenant  God»  and  the  presence  of  Him  whom  our  souls  love, 
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we  have  wandered  from  Him  in  ihought,  purpose,  and  desire) 
and  other  objects  have  engrossed  our  time  and  attention,  yet 
He  comes,  and  comes  again,  and  says,  '^  Open  to  Me,  My  sister, 
My  sleepy  sister ;  My  love,  My  sleepy  love ;  My  dove.  My  sleepy 
dove;  My  undefiled."  Though  arowsy,  sleepy,  and  slothml, 
yet  ever,  in  His  eye  and  estimation.  His  undefiled.  He  who 
neither  slumbers  nor  sleeps,  deals  so  tenderly  with  His  sleeping 
ones  in  the  heights  and  in  the  depths.  On  the  heights  of  Tabor, 
when  He  was  transfigured  before  His  favoured  three,  they  were 
heavy  with  sleep  (Luke  ix.  32).  In  ^loomv,  dark  Gethsemane, 
He  bade  them  watch  with  Him  one  bitter  hour.  After  seeking 
the  presence  of  His  Father  which  was  denied  Him,  He  returned 
to  tnem,  and  found  them  fast  asleep.  Any  reproof,  rebuke,  or 
upbraiding  word  from  the  lips  of  the  suffering  Bridegroom  t 
No,  blessed  be  His  holy  name,  He  has  none  for  the  loved  ones 
of  His  heart.  He  simply  said,  ''  Sleep  on  now,  and  take  your 
rest "  (Mark  xiv.  41).  Those  were  words  of  loving  sympathy 
to  the  souls  of  His  weary  disciples :  *'  The  spirit  indeed  is  willing, 
but  the  flesh  is  weak.*' 

"  For  My  head  is  filled  with  dew,  and  My  locks  with  tlie  drops  of 
the  nightJ'  This  reminds  me  of  that  precious  verse  of  Dr. 
Watts:— 

"  Cold  mountains  and  the  midnight  air 
Witnessed  the  fervour  of  Thy  prayer ; 
The  desert  Thy  temptation  knew, 
*  Thy  conflict  and  Thy  yictory  too." 

But  in  no  place  do  we  see  the  dark  sorrows  of  Jesus  revealed  as 
in  the  connict  in  Gethsemane,  and  all  for  us.  There  it  was  night 
^ith  Him.  A  dark  and  dreary  night  of  desertion  to  the  dear 
Redeemer  s  6ouL  Night,  for  the  dark  cloud  of  judgment  lowered 
m>on  Him  ;  night,  as  the  dense  clouds  of  His  people's  sins  hid 
His  Father's  complacent  smile  from  His  view ;  night,  too,  when 
the  three  houm'  aarkness  which  overspread  the  earth  gave  but 
a  faint  illustration  of  that  dark  season  of  inward  deseiidon  which 
wrung  from  His  sinless  soul  the  cry,  "  My  God,  My  God,  why 
hast  Thou  forsaken  Me  1 "  His  head  and  His  loc&s  were  then 
filled  with  the  pelting  drops  of  the  wrath  of  a  sin-hating  God. 
It  is  only  by  His  command — "  Open  to  Me  " — accompanied  by 
the  dew  of  loving  sympathy,  that  can  prevail  with  such  a 
wretched  heart  as  mine.  It  is  our  mercy  to  know  that  *'  the 
dews  of  His  sorrows,  which  are  lustred  with  His  love,"  are  the 
Oause  of  sweet  refreshment,  comfort,  and  consolation  to  our 
souls  as  they  are  brought  to  experience  fellowship  with  our 
Head  in  Hissufferings  tod  temptations.  '"^The  drops  of  the  niaht.'* 
The  dr<MM  of  Divine  wrath,  indignatiou,  and  ftiiy  d^e^ved  by 
me*  '*  The  reproaches  of  them  toat  rtoroaofaed  Thee  are  fallen 
won  Me."  ''  Reproach  hath  broken  My  heart "  (Psalm  IwL)* 
Taese  drops  of  wrath  were  not  against  His  people,  but  ag^ainat 
tWji!  sips;  not  against  the  bride>  but  agaibat  her  iuiquitiee; 
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not  agrahui  the  Church,  but  against  her  transgressians ;  and  all 
was  poured  out  upon  Him.  By  this  His  Church  is  blessed, 
refreshed,  and  comtorted. 

"  /  have  put  off  my  c<hU  ;  how  shall  I  put  it  on?  I  liave  washed 
my  feet ;  how  shall  I  defile  them  f  "  This  is  a  pretty  greeting 
which  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  receives  at  the  hands  of  one  He 
loyes  so  much.  Indolence  and  impotency  are  experienced,  and 
fleshly  excuses  are  not  wanting.  The  feet  of  the  Orientals, 
being  not  wholly  covered  as  ours  are,  contmct  much  of  tho 
sand  and  soil  of  the  journey.  Coat  put  off,  sandals  thrown  aside, 
feet  washed,  and  body  resting,  the  soul  lones  for  a  continuance 
of  fleshly  repose.  It  shrinks  from  the  tribulation  which  is  in 
the  world,  and  would  enjoy  the  peace  which  is  in  Him  alone. 
But  this  must  not  be.  His  peace  must  be  experienced  in  the 
midst  of  that  conflict  from  which  we  ofttimes  dirink.  Blessed 
be  His  name,  our  weakness  calls  forth  His  strength. 

'*  My  Beloved  put  in  His  hand  by  the  hole  of  the  door,  and  m 
bowels  were  moved  for  Him."  The  hand  of  our  Jesus  is  ar 
powerful,  and  when  it  is  put  forth,  nought  can  withstand  it. 

**  Thrice  blees^  be  the  Hand  that  gave, 

Thrice  blessed  when  it  takes  ; 
Blessed  be  He  who  smites  to  save, 

Who  heals  the  heart  He  Ineaks ; 
Perfect  and  true  are  all  His  ways 
Whom  heaven  adores  and  death  obeys." 

David  could  cry,  •*  Thy  hand  presseth  me  sore  "  (Psa.  xxiviii,  2); 
and  he  could  also  say,  "  Thy  right  hand  holdeth  me  up,  and 
Thy  gentleness  hath  made  me  great"  (Psa.  xviii.  35).  A 
gracious  hand  like  this,  and  moved  by  such  a  heart  of  love, 
cannot  soon   be  diverted  from  its  purpose.    As  the  hand  of 

Eower,  the  hand  of  wisdom,  the  hana  of  love,  and  the  hand  of 
lessing  is  brought  to  bear  upon  the  child  of  God  through  the 
communication  of  the  Gospel  of  grace,  there  is  a  sweet  melting 
of  heart  experienced  and  an  opening  for  the  entrance  of  the 
Beloved. 

"  /  rose  u^  to  open  to  my  Beloved ;  and  my  hands  dropped  with 
mvrrh,**  This  is  the  experience  of  godly  soitow  over  the  sins 
which  caused  my  Lord  so  much  smart  and  distress.  "  And  my 
fingers  with  sweet  smelling  myrrh^  upon  the  handles  of  the  lockJ' 
Hark  you,  sweetness  is  mmgled  with  the  sorrow  and  soul^ 
distress,  and  so  it  must  be  with  all  who  are  brought  to 
experience  spiritual  oneness  with  Christ  in  His  sufferings. 

*«  XiOre  aad  grief  my  heart  dinding, 

With  my  tears  His  feet  Td  bathe, 
Constant  still  in  faith  abiding, 

Lifie  deriring  from  His  death. 
May  I  stiU  enjoy  this  feeling, 

In  all  need  to  Jesns  go ; 
Prore  His  wounds  eabh  day  more  healing, 

And  Hime^  more  fiOly  know.'* 
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"  I  opened  to  mvBeloved;  but  my  Beloved  had  withdrawn  Him$df^ 
and  was  gone^  Know  ye  ought  of  an  experience  like  this! 
From  ten  thousand  pulpits  this  morning  a  contrary  experience 
is  dealt  out,  even  that  he  of  Satan,  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  the 
child  of  God  to  hold  communion  with  Christ  at  any  time.  Read 
the  whole  of  this  verse  in  the  Ught  of  that  God-wrought  ex- 
perience revealed  in  the  written  Word.  Christ  withdrawn — ^the 
soul  faiUng — the  sinner  seeking — the  unanswered  call.  Look  at 
Job's  plaintive  declarations :  *'  Oh  that  I  were  as  in  months 
pasty  as  in  the  days  when  God  preserved  me.  When  His  candle 
shined  upon  my  head,  and  when  by  His  Ught  I  walked  through 
darkness"  (chap.  xxix.  2,  3).  Turn  to  ms  ninth  chapter  and 
eleventh  verse  :  '^  Lo,  He  goeth  by  me,  and  I  see  Him  not ;  He 
passeth  on  also,  but  I  perceive  Him  not."  Come  with  me  to  the 
twenty-third  chapter  and  third  verse :  "  0  that  I  knew  where  I 
might  find  Him!  that  I  mi^ht  come  even  to  His  seat.** 
"  Behold,  I  go  forward,  but  He  is  not  there ;  and  backward,  but 
I  cannot  perceive  Him ;  on  the  left  hand,  where  He  doth  work, 
but  I  cannot  behold  Him :  He  hideth  Himself  on  the  right  hand, 
but  I  cannot  see  Him."  You  find  the  very  same  experience  in 
chap.  XXX.  20 :  "I  cry  unto  Thee,  and  Thou  dost  not  hear  Me : 
I  stand  up,  and  Thou  regardest  me  not."  Jeremiah  was  led 
through  the  same  paths  of  dreary  desertion.  See  Lam.  iii. 
6 — 8 :  "  He  hath  set  me  in  dark  places,  as  they  that  be  dead  of 
oM :  He  hath  hedged  me  about,  that  I  cannot  get  out :  He  hath 
made  my  chain  heavy.  Also  when  I  ciy  and  shout.  He 
shutteth  out  my  prayer."  You  remember  Abraham's  experience 
in  communing  with  his  God,  described  in  Gen.  xviii.  33 :  **  And 
the  LORD  went  His  way,  as  soon  as  He  had  left  communing 
with  Abraham :  and  Abraham  returned  unto  his  place."  The 
Arminian  perversion  of  this  Scripture  is,  ''And  tlie  LORD  went 
His  way  as  soon  as  AbraJiam  left  communing  vnth  HimJ^  But  the 
Divine  declaration  in  this  case  teaches  us  that  the  Lord  begins 
and  leaves  oflf  communing  with  His  people  when  He  pleases. 
You  see  the  same  truth  in  the  case  of  Jacob  in  Gen.  xxxv.  13 : 
"  And  God  went  up  from  him  in  the  place  where  He  talked 
with  him."  He  goes  up  from  us  to  draw  our  affections  from 
earth  after  Him. 

"My  soul  failed  when  He  spake.**  What  are  we  to  under- 
stand by  this  T  That  which  we  find  in  Gen.  xUi.  28,  when 
Joseph's  brethren  found  their  money  in  their  sacks'  mouth, 
"  their  heart  failed  them  "  (margin,  "  went  forth ").  This 
indicates  anxiety,  dismay,  perplexity,  and  sorrow  at  the  remem- 
brance of  His  counsels  unheeded,  and  indifference  to  His 
promises.  This  is  sure  to  be  as  we  experience  the  withdraw- 
mg  of  the  one  Object  of  our  heart's  affections. 

**  I  sought  Uimy  but  I  could  not  find  Him ;  I  called  Him^  but 
Be  gave  me  no  answer  J**  This  I  have  ofttimes  known  and  felt, 
and  no  doubt  I  shall  again  and  again  if  God  keeps  me  any 
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length  of  time  in  the  wilderness.  This  is  not  a  ver^  pleasant, 
bnt  it  is  a  rery  profitable,  experienoe.  It  is  an  enviable  state 
when  oompared  with  those  who  are  ^^  twice  ^a<2 "— -dead  in 
tret^asses  and  sin^  and  dead  in  a  oold,  lifeless,  and  barren  pro- 
fession. It  reminds  me  of  that  precious  nan*ative  in  Matt.  xv. 
23,  in  which  is  described  the  treatment  the  poor  woman  received 
firom  the  Master  and  His  disciples  who  left  ner  poor  daughter  at 
home  grievously  vexed  with  a  devil.  '*  Hfi  answered  her  not  a 
word,*  and  they  would  have  sent  her  unheeded  away.  It  also 
reminds  me  of  the  anxious  sisters  of  the  dyine  Lazarus  sendine 
word  of  his  sickness  to  our  blessed  Lord  '^  When  He  had  hear<^ 
therefore,  that  he  was  sick.  He  abode  two  days  still  in  the  same 
place  where  He  wasJ*  Ah,  my  dear  friends,  He  has  not  only  to 
teach  us  how  to  pray,  but  also  to  wait  His  time  for  an  answer. 
The  Book  says,  *'  Continue  in  prayer,"  and  adds,  *'  Watch  in  the 
same  with  thanksgiving."  Has  God  taught  thee  and  me  to 
prayt  He  will  sometimes  appear  to  say  Nay  to  thee.  But 
this  He  really  cannot  do.  He  keeps  us  waiting  for  an  answer 
to  prove  the  genuineness  of  His  own  work  within  us,  the  reality 
of  the  faith  of  His  operation,  the  worth  of  the  prayers  of  His 
inspiring^  and  His  own  faithfulness  in  our  heart's  experience. 
**  He  answered  her  not  a  wordP  I  have  been  there  many  times, 
and  it  is  a  neat  merc^  that  I  have,  for,  if  He  had  answered  ray 
prayers  wim  the  aakm^,  and  given  me  all  I  asked  of  Him,  I 
should  now  be  the  proudest  wretch  in  all  creation. 

"  Tht  watchmen  that  went  abotU  tlie  city  found  me,  thty  smote 
mCy  they  wounded  me;  the  keepers  of  the  walls  took  away  my  veil 
from  meT  Who  are  these  watchmen!  The  watchmen  and 
keepers  on  the  walls  of  the  old  city  of  Legality  can  do  nothing 
else  but  wound  the  followers  of  the  Lamb.  But  those  upon  the 
walls  of  Zion,  who  are  appointed  by  the  great  and  glorious 
Kin^  to  deal  out  His  laws,  are  not  preachers  of  smooth  things* 
Their's  is  a  stripping  and  searching  testimony.  It  wounds  as 
well  as  heals,  it  tears  injpieces  every  shred  and  patch  of  fleshly 
experience  which  the  child  of  God  may  be  hugging  to  himseE 
It  18  the  privilege  of  the  teacher  of  God's  pure  truth  to  break 
down  and  build  up.  The  Word  proceeding  from  him  by  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  will  prove  "  quick  and  powerful,  sharp 
and  piercing,  to  the  dividing  asunder  of  soul  and  spirit,  and  of 
tiie  joints  and  marrow."  The  Word  is  thus  revealed  as  "a 
disoemer  of  the  thoughts  and  intents  of  the  heart "  (Heb.  iv.  12). 
You  may  rest  assured  that  this  piercing,  dividing,  and  discern- 
ing is  anything  but  pleasant  to  the  tried  and  tempted  children 
of  God. 

^^ I  charge  you^  0  daughters  of  Jerusalem^  if  ye  find  my  Beloved^ 
that  ye  tell  Him,  that  I  am  sick  of  love.''  Or,  "  tmt  I  am  wounded 
with  love"  Who  are  these  daughters  of  Jerusalem  ?  Hypocrites 
and  formalists  t  Some  say  they  are  those  who  know  nothing  of 
the  teachings  c^  the  Holy  Ghost,  or  of  the  blessings  and  benefits 
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whloh  are  treasured  up  for  the  CSitirch  in  her  Head  and  Bdpr^ 
nentative,  Gfanst  Jeans.  Bnt  I  do  not  say  so.  In  man j  parts  of 
this  book  of  Solomon's  Song  the  members  of  the  one  body  are 
set  forth  according  to  the  instrnction  they  have  received,  and 
the  experience  they  enjoy.  Some  of  God's  children  are  leaning 
upon  the  bosom  of  Divine  affection,  while  others  are  sighing  at 
Mercy's  door.  Some  are  wholly  absorbed  with  the  beauties  of 
Emmanuel's  person,  while  others  are  exercised  about  the  things 
which  accompany  salvation ;  but  not  salvation,  not  with  Christ 
Himself.  Many  of  Gk)d's  children  exercise  thenuselves  about 
minor  and  non-essential  things  which  trouble  me  not  for  one 
moment.  I  see  anxious  ones  putting  forth  their  hands  to 
Steady  God's  ark,  little  thinking  that  all  things  are  in  the 
hands  of  Him  who  doeth  all  things  well  for  His  Church  and 
people,  and  is  well  able  to  hold  and  keep  His  own.  I  do  not 
know  a  portion  of  God's  Word  where  the  daughters  of  Jerusalem 
are  described  more  plainly  than  1  Cor.  iu.  1 — 4 :  "  And  I, 
brethren,  could  not  speak  unto  you  as  unto  spiritual,  but  as  unto 
carnal,  even  as  unto  babes  in  Christ.  I  have  fed  you  with  milk, 
and  not  with  meat :  for  hitherto  ye  were  not  able  to  bear  it, 
neither  yet  now  are  ye  able.  For  ye  are  yet  carnal :  for  whereas 
there  is  among  you  envying,  and  strifes,  and  divisicms,  are  ye 
not  carnal,  and  walk  as  men  ?  "  These  were  God's  children,  yet 
the]^  were  carnal  in  their  associations,  desires,  and  conclusions* 
Christ  was  precious,  but  not  all  in  all  to  them.  Yet  to  such  as 
these,  iKe  bride,  in  the  intensity  of  her  desire  for  communion  with 
Christ,  says,  ''  If  ye  find  my  Beloved,  tell  Him  that  I  am  sick  of 
love."  Here  I  find  a  truth  which  lay  dormant  in  my  heart  for 
many  a  long  year,  and  which  1  find  veir  hard  work  to  express 
even  now.  1  know  many  of  God's  children  who  readily  say  to 
others,  "  Remember  me  at  the  throne  of  grace.  You  will  pray 
for  me,  won't  yout "  Well,  I  find  it  hard  to  say  that  to  aov 
child  of  God.  This  may  be  owine  to  the  terrible  spots  through 
which  He  has  brought  me,  to  the  oitter  experiences  with  which 
He  has  favoured  me,  or  to  the  sense  I  have  of  my  utter  depend-* 
ence  upon  Him  who  **  prays  the  prayers  within  me  I  cannot 
ask  or  think."  I  remember,  upon  one  occasion,  standing  at  the 
door  of  a  vicarage  in  Derbyshire,  when  the  vicar,  a  dear  friend 
of  mine — I  may  as  well  tell  you  his  name — it  was  our  friend 
William  Lush — said  to  me,  "  You  will  pray  for  me."  I  could 
have  turned  upon  him  and  said,  "Pray  for  yourself." 
How  was  that  ?  Because  I  was  in  no  praying  mood,  and  my 
heart  within  me  was  desolate.  Yet  it  is  a  blessed  privilege  to 
be  remembered  at  the  throne  of  grace  by  those  who  have  an 
audience  %vith  the  King,  to  be  laid  upon  the  hearts  of 
those  who  are  indulged  with  communications  with  the  odmt 
of  heaven.  Yes,  it  is  a  blessed  thing  to  be  remembered  to 
the  Hearer  and  Answerer  of  prayer  by  those  who  are  near 
and  dear  to  Him.      It  will  be  a  long  time  before^I  forget 
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those  two  lilies  wfaioh  were  onoe  breathed  in  weakness  iu  my 
ears, — 

'*  Tell  Him,  when  you  see  His  facCf 
I  long  to  see  Him  too/* 

It  is  oftentimes  the  case  that  through  the  prajers  of  those  iu 
commonioQ  with  Him  He  is  pleased  to  manifest  Himself  to  the 
waiting  hearts  of  bied  and  tempted  disoiples.  ^'  Tell  Him  that 
I  am  siok  of  love."  Wounded  at  heart  for  the  presence  of  a 
precious  Christ.  Longing  for  the  joys  of  His  presence,  the 
smiles  of  His  countenance,  and  for  those  love-looEs  which  melt 
the  heart  to  gratitude  and  praise.  The  daughters  of  Jerusalem 
turn  upon  the  bride  in  the  language  of  the  portion  I  have  read 
to  YOU  only  by  way  of  text,  for  I  intend  this  morning's  discourse 
to  be  a  kind  of  prelude  to  others  upon  the  varied  beauties  and 
excellencies  of  Zion's  best  Bdoved  set  forth  in  the  subsequent 
verses. 

"  What  is  thy  Beloved  more  than  another  beloved^  0  thou  fawe^t 
among  women  f  *  There  are  those  among  the  children  oi  God 
who  think  that  a  favoured  sinner  can  be  taken'up  too  much  with 
the  ope  Object  of  the  Church's  affection.  I  have  seen,  mourned, 
and  lamented  over  this,  av,  and  wept  many  tears  over  it.  I 
have  found  preachers  of  Goa s  glorious  trtith,  who,  because  others 
have  been  privileged  to  exalt  a  precious  Christ  veiy  high,  and. 
to  declare  more  of  His  suitability  to  His  poor  and  needy  people, 
have  said,  **  He  is  only  a  letter  preacher."  What  do  they  mean  ? 
Whatever  they  mean,  the  fact  is,  that  the  despised  preachers  are 
BO  delighted  with  the  remedy  as  not  to  occupy  tne  whole  of 
their  time  in  describing  the  malady.  They  preach  the  beauties 
and  perfections  of  Jesus  more  than  tne  imperfections  and 
infirmities  of  the  creature.  They  love  to  be  the  honoured 
instruments  in  the  hands  of  their  God  in  leading  forth  the 
burdened  and  the  bound  in  the  dances  of  them  that  make  merry 
in  their  hearts  before  Him.  They  love  to  lead  Zion's  captives 
to  the  high  ranees  of  covenant  favour  and  into  the  glorious 
liberty  of  the  children  of  God.  As  the^^  deal  out  the  covenant 
verities  of  the  Gospel  they  are  met  with  the  taunt^  "  Only  a 
letter  preacher,  he  does  not  come  down  to  my  experience."  0 
my  dear  friends,  don't  talk  such  rubbish,  and  attempt  not  to  drag 
down  the  worship  of  the  freed  children  of  God  to  the  level  of 
your  fleshly  feelings.  I  love  to  be  God's  instrument  in  leading 
the  children  away  from  their  idols.  We  all  have  them.  If  not, 
where  was  the  necessity  for  such  a  promise  as  this,  '^  From  all 
your  filthiness,  and  from  all  your  idols  will  I  cleanse  you  "  (Ezek. 
xxxvL  25).  Where  is  the  necessity  for  an  injunction  like  this : 
"Little  children,  keep  yourselves  from  idols t  "  (1  John  v.  21). 
Because  every  child  of  God  is  prone  to  wander  after  fleshly 
idols.  We  see  this  in  the  case  ot  Jacob  as  recorded  in  Gen. 
XXXV.  1 :  "  And  God  said  unto  Jacob,  Arise,  go  up  to  Bethel  and 
dwell  there  :  and  make  thee  an  altar  unto  God,  tha^  appeared 
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unto  thee  when  thou  fleddest  from  the  face  of  Eeau  thy  brother. 
Then  Jacob  said  unto  his  household,  and  to  all  that  were  with 
him,  Put  away  the  strange  gods  that  are  amon^  you,  and  be 
clean,  and  change  your  garments."  Such  an  incident  as  this  is 
not  only  true  in  the  history  of  Jacob,  but  in  ours  also.  We  all 
have  our  idols  of  one  kind  or  other,  and  while  we  are  occupied 
with  them  we  shall  never  be  truly  happy  in  the  company  of  one 
to  whom  Christ  is  first,  Christ  last,  ana  Christ  All  in  all. 

"  Thy  BelovecL''  This  is  an  acknowled^ent  that  though  she 
was  deserted  and  enjoyed  no  sweet  manifestation  of  His  love, 
yet  Christ  was  her  Beloved.  I  think  I  can  see  many  in  this 
place  this  momine  who  are  doubting  their  interest  in  that  love 
which  God  the  Holy  Ghost  has  ofttimes  shed  abroad  in  their 
hearts ;  but  I  have  no  question  as  to  Christ  bein^  the  Beloved 
of  their  hearts.  The  very  lon^K  of  the  heart  for  communion 
with  Him  is  an  evidence  that  He  loves  them  with  an  everlasting 
love. 

**  Whom  oDoe  He  lores  He  nerer  leaves, 
Bat  loTee  onto  the  end." 

Ah,  poor  doubting  and  deserted  one,  He  loved  thee  in  covenant 
before  the  worlds  were  framed.  He  loved  thee  throughout  His 
life  of  suflTering  here  below,  He  loves  thee  in  the  midst  of  all  thy 
wanderinj^  and  waverings,  and  He  will  love  thee  to  the  end  of 
all  thy  sins,  sufferings,  and  sorrows.  It  is  glorious  to  think, 
when  divested  of  the  burden  of  the  fiesh.  He  will  own  us  as  the 
jewels  of  His  Father's  election  love,  the  objects  of  His  unceasing 
affection,  and  we  shall  see  Him  as  He  is,  and  worship  Him  as 
we  ought. 

**0  thou  fairest  among  women.^*  Though  she  is  sighing, 
crying,  sorrowing,  and  weeping,  the  daughters  acknowledge 
her  beauty.  Have  you  seen  anv  of  these  (air  ones  in  distress  ? 
I  have,  mourning  because  of  the  absence  of  Him  they  love. 
Just  notice  in  the  last  place, 

*^  What  is  thy  Beloved  more  than  another  beloved^  that  thou  dost 
so  charge  us  f  "  In  this  precious  enquiry  I  see,  as  I  have  hinted 
before,  that  JEHOVAH  in  the  riches  of  His  grace  uses  the 
weakest  instruments  in  bringing  His  eternally-loved  ones  into 
living  union  with  Himself.  Notice  that  word  ^' so*'  This 
would  indicate  to  the  daughters  of  Jerusalem,  the  possession  of 
something  more  than  they  possessed  or  understood.  Those  of 
us  who  long  to  see  Him,  and  who  fear  they  know  Him  not,  may 
take  encouragement  from  this  precious  fact,  that  their  enquiries 
are  sometimes  the  means  in  the  hands  of  the  Holy  Ghost  to  lead 
those  who  are  ignorant  and  out  of  the  way  into  the  sweet 
enjoyment  of  a  covenant  Father's  love,  a  covenant  Saviour^s 
affection,  and  a  covenant  Comforter's  grace  and  indwelling. 

May  the  Bridegroom  bless^us  for  His  own  name's  sake. 
Amen. 
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THE    PURITY  AND    PERFECTION    OF  CHRIST. 


%  Sermon 


Pbbaohkd  in  Obots  Chapel,  Gahbbbwisll,  oh  Sitnoat  Mobnihg, 
Jdnb  8th,  1879,  BY 

THOMAS    BRADBURY. 


*'  My  BeloTod  is  white  and  ruddy." — Solomon's  Song  v.  10. 

IT  is  not  everjr  child  of  God  who  is  privileged,  as  an  Israelite 
indeed,  spiritually  and  intelligently  to  use  that  blessed  and 
precious  personal  pronoun — "  My  " — in  respect  to  Christ  the 
beloved.  There  are  many  for  whom  we  have  a  good  hope,  ay, 
and  something  more,  for  we  have  precious  faith  of  God  s  own 
ffiving,  and  believe  for  them  when  they  cannot  beUeve  for 
themselves ;  whose  character  and  experience  are  truly  described 
in  that  hymn  of  Hart's  which  I  have  been  compelled  to  quote 
several  times  of  late  : — 

"  Ye  lambs  of  Christ's  fold,  ye  weaklings  in  faith, 
Who  long  to  lay  hold  on  life  by  His  death  ; 
Who  fain  would  beliere  Him,  and  in  your  best  room 
Would  gladly  receive  Him,  but  fear  to  presume." 

These  know  not  how  to  do  the  good  they  feel  they  should  do ; 
they  know  not  how  to  believe  even  when  the  demand  for  faith 
is  made  upon  them ;  they  know  not  how  to  pray  when  the 
declaration  meets  their  eye  :  "Pray  without  ceasing;  "  they  cut 
themselves  off  from  all  hope  when  called  upon  to  hope  in  the 
Lord ;  they  would  say,  My  Father,  my  Beloved,  my  (Jomforter, 
but  are  not  privileged  to  stand  with  confidence  upon  ground  so 
sacred  and  so  precious.  And  even  here  sometimes  they  are  left 
to  guides  who  lead  them  still  further  from  the  green  pastures  of 
covenant  love,  and  from  the  still  waters  of  eternal  truth,  to 
feast  upon  their  own  corruptions,  grovel  in  their  morbid  feelings, 
and  hug  their  chains  of  fear  and  unbelief  which  bind  them  down 
to  spiritual  bondage  and  slavery.  In  these  dark  regions  they 
behold  not  the  fair  beauty  of  Divine  truth,  and  delight  not  in 
those  covenant  comforts  which  abound  in  Christ  Jesus  to  all  the 
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trae  monmers  in  Zion.  They  understand  not  the  fact  that  we 
change  almost  every  moment  of  our  lives,  while  JEHOVAH  in 
His  gifts  and  grace  changes  never.  They  cannot  sing  with 
spiritual  intelligence  those  precious  words  by  Hammond : —  . 

"  My  soul  through  many  changes  goes, 
His  love  no  variation  knows. 

They  have  no  sweet  apprehension  of  the  truth  revealed  in  dear 
old  Kelly's  words : — 

"  Zion's  Friend  in  nothing  alters, 
Though  all  others  may  and  do ; 
His  is  love  that  never  falters, 
Always  to  its  object  true  : 

Happy  Zion, 
Crowned  with  mercies  ever  new." 

Mark  1  It  is  not  necessary  for  the  child  of  God  to  be  lifted  up 
to  the  heights  of  covenant  favour,  and  to  be  blessed  with  the 
light  of  His  countenance,  to  be  able  to  say,  My  God.  It  is  not 
necessary  for  the  child  of  God  to  be  blessed  with  the  full 
assurance  of  faith  to  look  up  and  claim  God  as  his  own.  He 
may  be  left  to  that  which  is  so  blessedly  described  in  Col.  ii.  2  : 
"  The  full  assurance  of  imderstanding."  Blessed  be  God,  manv 
of  His  children  do  understand  their  covenant  relationship  with 
JEHOVAH,  when,  as  His  saved  ones,  there  is  no  bright  shining 
on  their  way.  Their  case  is  blessedly  described  in  Isaiah  1.  10 : 
"  Who  is  among  you  that  feareth  the  LORD,  that  obeyeth  the 
voice  of  His  servant,  that  walketh  in  darkness  and  hath  no 
light  ?  Let  him  trust  in  the  name  of  the  LORD,  and  stay  upon 
his  God."  That  verse  is  a  positive  contradiction  to  fleshly  and 
free-will  conclusions.  Here  is  one  fearing  the  Lord  and  obeying 
the  voice  of  God's  Servant,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  That  is 
what  the  apostle  styles  "  the  obedience  of  faith."  It  is  not  only 
faith  in  possession,  but  faith  in  exercise,  by  the  power  of  the 
Holv  Ghost.  The  voice  of  the  Beloved  is  heard,  yet  the  soul 
walks  in  darkness,  and  has  no  light.  Some  say  that  is  chastise- 
ment because  of  sin,  when  God's  rod  is  brought  down  upon  the 
back  of  a  naughty  child.  Is  it  so  ?  No  I  It  is  Divine  discipline 
in  the  case  of  one  in  righteousness,  holiness,  truth,  and  love,  and 
all  the  graces  of  the  Spirit  are  found.  Though  such  an  one 
walks  in  darkness  and  hath  no  light,  he  is  counselled  by  his 
heavenly  Preceptor  to  "  trust  in  the  name  of  the  LORD,  and 
stay  upon  his  God."  Now  I  can  no  more  act  according  to  that 
counsel  than  the  puniest  babe  in  all  creation.  I  want  something 
more  than  Divine  counsel ;  I  must  have  powerful  application. 
I  need  Divine  counsel  to  be  powerfully  applied  to  my  neart  bv 
the  ^ace  and  indwelling  of  God  the  ever-blessed  Spirit.  With 
me  the  command  must  exist,  not  in  the  mere  letter,  but  as  a 
spiritual  reality  in  my  heart's  experience.  Then  I  hear  Hie 
voice,  and  feel  His  long,  strong,  powerful  arm  of  love.  I  trust 
in  His  name,  and  stay  upon  my  God.    Notice  those  words — 
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"  and  $tay  upon  his  God,^^  It  is  not  **  stay  upon  God,"  or  upon 
One  who  has  promised  to  do  eveirthing  tor  His  people,  but 
**At«  GocL"  In  these  words  we  have  personal  relationship 
revealed.  We  see  this  in  the  experience  of  the  great  and 
glorious  Head  in  Psalm  xxii.  1.  David,  and  David's  Lord  in 
anticipation  cries,  "  My  God,  My  God,  why  hast  Thou  forsaken 
Me  t '  A  Son  forsaken !  A  child  at  a  distance !  No  experience 
of  the  Father's  helping,  upholding,  and  comforting  power,  yet 
the  acknowledgment  flows  forth  from  an  exercised  heart  and 
assured  understanding — "  My  God."  Zion  is  represented  in  the 
same  plight  in  Isaiah  xlix.  14:  '*But  Zion  said,  The  LORD  hath 
forsaken  me,  and  my  Lord  hath  forgotten  me."  The  Church 
mourns  not  the  absence  of  a  God  she  longs  to  know,  but  one 
with  whom  she  had  held  sweet  conveinse  and  communion.  Now 
turn  to  Psalm  Ixiii.  1 :  "  0  God,  Thou  art  my  God ;  early  will  I 
seek  Thee :  my  soul  thirsteth  for  Thee,  my  flesh  longeth  for 
Thee  in  a  dry  and  thirsty  land,  where  no  water  is :  to  see  Thv 
power  and  Thy  glory,  so  as  I  have  seen  Thee  in  the  sanctuary.  * 
That  word  ^^earCt/^*  refers  to  the  spiritual  sunrising.  I  have 
been  taught  to  wait  in  the  darkness  for  the  rising  of  the  Sun  of 
Righteousness  with  healing  in  His  wings.  In  this  precious  portion 
we  see  distance,  desertion,  drought,  and  dreariness,  with  the 
assurance  of  covenant  relationship  :  "0  God,  Thou  art  my  God,'' 
You  may  notice  this  again  in  the  case  of  Mary  Magdalene 
in  that  precious  scene  described  in  John  xx.  11 — 15:  "But 
Mary  stood  without  at  the  sepulchre  weeping :  and  as  she  wept, 
Ae  stooped  down,  and  looked  into  the  sepulchre.  And  seeth 
two  angels  in  white,  sitting,  the  one  at  the  head,  and  the  other 
at  the  feet,  where  the  body  of  Jesus  had  lain.  And  they  say 
unto  her.  Woman,  why  weepest  thout  She  said  unto  them, 
Because  they  have  taken  away  my  Lord,  and  I  know  not  wheiie 
thev  have  laid  Him."  That  little  personal  pronoun — ^*my*^ — 
will  often  perplex  the  tried  and  tempted  child  of  God,  whose 
evidences  are  not  very  bright,  and  in  whom  the  witness  of  the 
Spirit  is  not  clearly  discerned.  The  witness  of  the  Spirit  to 
toe  sonship  of  the  children  does  not  always  consist  in  the  olear 
revelation  of  the  Father's  will  concerning  our  union  to  the  Son 
of  His  love  and  our  covenant  relationship  with  Him.  It  does 
not  always  consist  in  the  delightfal  unfolding  of  the  elories^ 
excellencies,  and  perfections  of  a  precious  Christ  to  my  heart; 
but  the  working  in  me  of  those  spiritual  movements  which 
indicate  my  oneness  with  Christ  in  His  sufferings  and  death. 
Turn  to  2  Cor.  i.  5  :  *'  For  as  the  sufferings  of  Christ  abound  in 
us,  so  our  consolation  also  aboundeth  by  Christ."  The  sufferings 
of  Christ  were  physical,  mental,  and  spiritual,  and  so  are  those 
of  His  members.  The  very  sufferings  He  experienced  here 
upon  earth  from  God,  men,  and  devils,  without  measure,  will  be 
mine  in  measure,  and  each  will  be  a  witness  of  the  Spirit  with 
iny  spirit  that  I  am  a  child  of  God. 
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But  it  is  OUTS  this  morning,  in  humble  dependence  upon  the 
guidance  and  ^race  of  God  the  Holy  Ghost,  to  seek  for  a  little 
instruction  and  encouragement  from  the  precious  words  I  have 
read  by  way  of  text :  "  My  Beloved  is  wmte  and  ruddy." 
I.— The  Person— *<  My  Beloved." 
II. — His  purity — *^  My  Beloved  is  white." 
III. — His  perfections — "  My  Beloved  is  ruddy." 
I.— The  Person — "My  Beloved."    How  many  of  us  can 
sing  with  the  Spirit  and  with  the  understanding  also,  so  as  to 
meet  with  the  approving  smile  of  the  Bridegroom  t — 

"  Hark  !  the  voice  of  mj  BelovM, 
Skipping  o'er  the  hills  of  guilt. 
With  Divine  compassion  movM  ; 
Lo,  He  comes  whose  blood  was  spilt ; 

'Tis  my  Bridegroom, 
All  my  hopes  on  Him  are  built. 

For  me,  He  has  undertaken, 

To  me,  all  His  wealth  He  gives. 
Tea,  His  love  remains  unshaken  ; 

I  shall  live  because  He  lives. 
Heavenly  Bridegroom, 

How  Thy  name  my  soul  revives." 

"J<y  Beloved.^'  Here  we  notice  how  He  became  the  Beloved  of 
any  poor  worm  of  the  earth,  of  any  wretched  sinner,  of  any 
wandering  or  wavering  child.  How  is  it  that  I  can  look  up 
into  His  gracious  and  lovely  face,  and  with  confidence  sav, 
**My  Beloved! ''  We  will  just  notice  the  exercises  of  the  bride 
as  set  before  us  in  the  previous  portions  of  this  blessed  Song. 
In  chapter  i.  verse  2,  she  says,  '^  Let  Him  kiss  me  with  the  kisses 
of  His  mouth."  This  indicates  that  there  was  not  another 
o^'eot  in  all  God's  creation  that  could  so  draw  forth  her  heart's 
affections.  She  mentions  not  His  name,  being  whoUv  absorbed 
with  His  love  and  beautjr.  *^Let  Him  kiss  me.  Let  His 
exceeding  great  and  precious  promises  be  brought  home  to  my 
heart  by  the  power  of  His  Spirit.  **  For  Thy  love  is  better 
than  wine."  You  see  how  the  language  turns  from  the  third 
person  to  the  second.  *^  Because  of  the  savour  of  Thy  good 
ointments,  Thy  name  is  as  ointment  poured  forth,  therefore  do 
the  virgins  love  thee.  Draw  me."  This  is  the  expression  of 
the  longing  soul  for  the  sweet  allurings  of  His  love.  "  We  will 
run  after  Thee."  This  is  the  gracious  resolve ;  but  here  we 
have  the  glorious  fact,  "  The  King  hath  brought  me  into  Hia 
chambers."  Then  we  see  the  sure  and  certain  effect  of  com- 
munion with  an  altogether  lovely  Christ.  "  I  am  black."  Many 
of  us  know  that  this  is  spiritually  true, 

*'  The  more  Thy  glories  strike  my  eyee, 
The  humbler  I  shall  lie." 

The  more  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  in  the 
person  of  Jesus  Christ  shines  in  my  heart,  the  more  I  see  and 
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know  of  the  corruption  and  depravity  of  my  old  nature.    The 
more  I  am  brought  into  the  blaze  of  His  elory,  the  more  I  am 
on  the  look  out  for  the  accomplishment  of  that  which  causes  my 
spirit  to   quiver  with   godly  fear,    "Thou   shalt   see   greater 
abominations  than  these."     But  see !      "  Lcok  not  upon  me 
because  I  am  black,  because  the  sun  hath  looked  upon  me." 
Now,  I  do  not  believe  the  bride  is  here  ascribing  her  blackness 
to  the  sun  looking  upon  her ;  but  calling  upon  others  not  to 
look  with  envy  and  contempt  upon  her  because  of  the  spiritu^ 
privfleges  conferred  upon  her  by  her  Bridegroom,  by  which  she 
saw  her  blackness  and  confessed  it.     "My  mother's  children 
were  angry  with  me  :  they  made  me  keeper  of  the  vineyards ; 
but  mine  own  vineyard  have  I  not  kept. '     "  They  made  mo," 
Who  are  they  t     The  living  people  of  God,  but  more  especially 
the  mere  professors  who  force  themselves  into  the  Church  for 
place,  position,  and  power,  and  who  exercise  the  minds  of  thye 
people  with  any  earthly,  sensual,  devilish  matter,  anything  but 
the  personal,  piercing,  and  pungent  operations  of  tne  Spirit  of 
God.      The    infirmities    and   failures   of   God's    children    are 
canvassed,  and  ofttimes  the  true-bom  child  of  God  is  entrapped 
and  drawn  into  keeping  anybody's  vinevard  but  his  own.     May 
it  be  ours  to  learn  of  the  Master  to  look  at  home,  study  to  be 
quiet,  and  do   our   own   business.     Now    notice   the  earnest 
inquiry  of  the  bride,  "  Tell  me,  0  Thou  whom  my  soul  lovetb, 
where  Thou  feedest,  where  Thou  makest  Thy  flock  to  rest  i^t 
noon :  for  why  should  I  be  as  one  that  tumeth  aside  by  the 
flocks  of  Thy  companions."     Listen  to  the  response.     **  If  thou 
know  not,  0  thou  fairest  among  women,  go  thy  way  forth  by 
the  footsteps  of  the  flock,  and  teed  thy  kids  by  the  shepherds' 
tents."    We    come  to   chapter  ii. ;  where  we   have  the  same 
experience  set  before  us.     "  As  the  apple  tree  among  the  trees 
of  the  wood,  so  is  my  Beloved  among  the  sons.     I  sat  down 
under  His  shadow  with  great  delight,  and  His  fruit  was  sweet 
to  my  taste.     He   brougnt  me."     He,  the  great  and  glorious 
God,  and  the  meek  and  lowly  Man  in  one  person.     It  is  not,  He 
sent  for  me,  besought,  invited,  or  commanded  me ;  but  He  came 
to  the  very  spot  of  my  weakness  and  necessity,  and  brought  me 
leaning  upon  His  arm  of  love  to  His  banqueting  house,  and  His 
banner   over   me   was   LOVE.     Listen  1     "The   voice  of  my 
Beloved  1    behold,  He   cometh   leaping   upon    the   mountains, 
skipping  upon  the  hills.    My  Beloved  spake  and  said  unto  me, 
Rise  up,  My  love.  My  fair  one,  and  come  away.     For,  lo,  the 
winter  is  past,  the  rain  is  over  and  gone ;  the  flowers  appear  on 
the  earth,  and  the  time  of  the  singing  is  come,  and  the  voice  of 
the  turtle  is  heard  in  our  land."     The  witness  of  the  Spirit  is 
experienced  in  the  land  of  Divine  revelation,  spiritual  promise, 
and   covenant   relationship.    Now  look  at  verse  14,  m  what 
endearing  language  He  speaks  to  her :  "  0  My  dove,  thou  art  io 
the  clefts  of  the  rock,  in  the  secret  places  of  the  stairs,  let  Me 
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see  thy  countenance,"  though  it  may.  be  cast  down  yn^h  grief 
and  flowinff  with  tears  of  godly  Borrow.  "  Let  Me  hear  thy 
voice  '*  of  desire,  hope,  and  expectation,  which  none  can  hear 
but  Himself.  Groanings  which  cannot  be  uttered.  Sighs 
which  cannot  be  heard.  Expectations  which  flow  alone  from 
those  who  know  the  sweetness  of  a  Saviour's  love,  and  who 
have  been  blessed  with  sweet  communications  from  Him.  "  For 
sweet  is  thy  voice  and  thy  countenance  is  comely.''  Look  at 
the  next  chapter.  The  bride  is  here  described  as  resting  yet 
seeking.  "  By  night  on  my  bed  I  sought  Him  whom  my  soul 
loveth :  I  sought  Him,  but  I  found  Him  not."  She  rises  and 
seeks  Him  in  the  streets  and  broad  ways  of  the  city,  but  finds 
•Him  not.  She  inquires  of  the  watchmen,  who  are  useless  to 
her,  "  Saw  ye  Him  whom  my  soul  loveth  t  It  was  but  a  little 
that  I  passed  from  them,  but  1  found  Him  whom  my  soul 
Qdveth.  Chapter  iv.  describes  the  rare  and  varied  beauties 
of  the  Church  as  she  appears  in  the  eyes  of  her  Beloved.  In 
chapter  v.  we  have  a  description  of  the  communication  <if 
grace  to  the  bride.  Having  feasted  upon  His  love,  she  is  sick 
therewith,  and  opens  her  mind  to  the  daughters  of  Jerusalem, 
who,  not  seeing  and  enjoying  the  same  beauties  with  her,  cry 
but,  "  What  is  thy  Beloved  more  than  another  beloved,  that  thou 
dost  so  charge  us  ?  "  The  bride  then  gives  a  general  descrip- 
tion of  her  Beloved  in  the  words  of  the  text,  **  My  Beloved  is 
*white  and  ruddy."  Then  she  particularises  the  vaned  and  rare 
tacellencies  of  the  Bridegroom  of  her  heart.  But  there  are 
teasons  why  the  Church  of  God  and  every  living  child  in  the 
RttaUy  of  JEHOVAH  calls  Him,  "  My  Beloved:'  We  will  look  at 
'^  few  of  these  reasons.     In  the  first  place  we  see  Him  as 

7%«  Fathers  Beloved.  Had  He  not  been  the  Father's  Beloved 
from  the  ages  of  eternity  there  never  could  have  been  any 
beauty  or  comeliness  seen  in  Him  to  cause  the  Father  to  derare 
either  Him  or  us.  The  language  of  the  Father's  lips,  and  that 
to  all  eternity,  might  have  been  the  same  which  expressed  the 
ludraitot  of  the  ancient  Jewish  Church  concerning  Him :  "  He 
hatn  no  form  nor  comeliness :  and  when  we  shall  see  Him,  there 
is  nb  beauty  that  we  should  desire  Him  "  (Isa.  liii.  2).  But  as 
our  minds  are  led  by  the  blessed  Spirit,  and  the  faith  of  His  own 
giving  takes  a  clean  sweep  through  time  past,  and  enters  the 
council  chamber  of  Deity,  we  revel  with  delieht  in  the  mutual 
love  of  the  Divine  Three.  Here  we  may  be  cnarged  with  pre- 
sumption ;  but  I  feel  no  condemnation  in  respect  to  the  charge. 
If  Gk)d,  in  the  riches  of  His  grace  and  the  fulness  of  His  mercy, 
leads  our  minds  to  the  heights  of  His  covenant,  and  to  the 
apprehension  of  His  mind  and  will  in  Christ  Jesus  before  all 
worlds,  is  that  presumption  t  None  whatever  on  the  part  of 
that  child  who  leans  upon  the  arm  of  Omnipotence,  rests  upon 
the  b66ora  of  Everlasting  Love,  and  to  whom  in  all  matters 
concerning  salvation  a  precious  Christ  is  All  in  all.    Now  turn 
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to  Prov.  viii.  22 — 31.  .Here  Christ  in  covenant  speaks.  Some 
have  argued  as  to  the  identity  of  the  person  speaking  here. 
.One  says  it  is  Christ  as  the  Head  of  the  Church.  Aiiother 
declares  it  to  be  the  covenant  because  the  word  **  wisdom"  is 
in  the  feminine  gender.  My  dear  friends,  here  we  behold 
Christ  in  covenant,  and  the  covenant  in  Christ.  Blessed  be 
Gody  we  can  find  no  separation  between  Christ  and  the  covenant. 
Here  He  speaks,  "  The  LORD  possessed  Me  in  the  beginning  of 
His  way,  before  His  works  of  old.  I  was  set  up  from  everlasting, 
from  the  beginning,  or  ever  the  earth  was.  Then  I  was  by 
Him,  as  one  Drought  up  with  Him ;  and  I  was  daily  His  delight, 
rejoicing  always  before  Him."  The  Father's  Christ  was  His 
best  Beloved,  and  will  be  the  one  Object  of  His  heart's  affec- 
tions throughout  the  continued  round  of  eternity.  In  eternity 
past  we  behold  Him  as  JEHOVAH'S  model  Man,  for,  according 
xo  the  model,  mould,  or  pattern  designed  before  aU  worlds,  the 
sinless  humanity  of  Christ  was  formed  in  the  womb  of  the 
virgin,  and  Adam  was  at  first  created.  But  the  glorv  of  the 
covenant,  and  the  rejoicing  of  the  heart  of  the  child  of  God,  lies 
in  the  precious  fact  that  Christ,  as  the  Head  of  the  Church,  the 
Husband  of  His  bride,  the  Saviour  of  the  body,  and  the 
Glorifier  of  all  in  union  with  Him,  is  the  Object  of  the  Father's 
unceasing  and  ineffable  deUght.  At  such  a  glorious  sight  Satan 
looks  on  with  hellish  malignity,  and  would  ourag  down  the  God- 
Man  from  the  glorious  heights  of  the  covenant  to  which  He  ha^ 
been  raised  bv  God  the  Father.  But  Satan's  designs  must  be 
frustrated,  and  down  from  the  heights  of  his  pride  he  must  be 
cast  to  the  depths  of  everlasting  disappointment  and  confusion. 
Pride  brought  him  down  from  his  lofty  seat,  while  in  true 
humility  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  maintains  His  seat  of  mediatorial 
sovereignty.  Upon  Him  the  Father  looks  with  fond  affection 
and  undisturbed  delight,  and  can  at  all  times  say  to  Him,  '^  My 
Belovedr 

"  Mif  Beloved.^''  He  is  the  delight  and  the  Beloved  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.  In  the  declaration  of  Divine  truth,  and  the  pro- 
claiming of  God's  glorious  Gospel,  Scripturally  and  spiritually, 
there  is  great  lack  upon  this  poiut.  I  oeUeve  that  the  person- 
ality, power,  prerogatives,  and  sovereignty  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
are  woefully  ignored  in  these  our  days.  I  love  to  look  at  Him 
on  a  grand  equaUty  with  the  Father  and  the  Son.  The  Divine 
Three  of  one  mind,  will,  desire,  and  determination.  The  desire 
of  the  Father  concerning  His  people  is  accomplished  for  them 
by  the  Son,  and  wrought  in  them  by  the  Holy  Ghost.  There 
18  nothing  discordant  here,  and  this  you  will  see  in  the  several 
portions  of  the  written  Word  where  the  Trinity  is  set  forti). 
liook  at  these  three  portions.  Matt,  xxviii.  19 :  '*  Baptizing 
them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the 
Holy  Ghost"  2  Cor.  xiii.  14 :  "  The  grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Ohnst,  and  the  love  of  God,  and  the  communion  of  the  ^^J 
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Ghost  be  with  you  all.  Amen."  Col.  ii.  2  :  **  That  their  hearts 
might  be  comforted,  being  knit  together  in  love,  and  nnto  cJl 
riches  of  the  full  assurance  of  understanding,  to  the  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  mystery  of  God,  and  of  the  Father,  and  of 
Christ."  In  Matt,  xxviii.  19,  the  Father  appears  first;  in 
2  Cor.  xiv.  13,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  appears  first ;  in  Col.  ii  2, 
the  Holy  Ghost  appears  first.  How  is  thist  Because  One  is 
not  afore  or  after  another.  Does  the  Father  love  ?  So  does 
the  Son,  and  so  does  the  Holy  Ghost.  Is  there  a  brighter 
manifestation  of  the  love  of  One  than  of  another.  I  answer 
unhesitatingly,  No.  But  if  left  to  my  own  judgment,  I  should 
say  the  love  of  the  blessed  Spirit  transcends  that  of  the  Father 
and  the  Son.  Did  the  Father  love  me  before  all  worlds, 
appoint  me  to  salvation  by  Jesus  Christ,  give  me  a  place  in  the 
mystical  body  of  His  dear  Son,  and  write  my  name  in  the 
Lamb's  Book  of  Life  ?  Did  the  Son  in  the  fulness  of  time  come 
into  this  world  and  identify  Himself  with  an  innumerable 
company  of  the  vilest  sinners  this  world  ever  saw?  This  love 
seems  to  surpass  that  of  the  Father,  for  we  are  not  told  that  He 
identified  Himself  (only  in  the  person  of  Jesus  and  by  the 
indwelling  of  His  Spirit)  with  His  people.  But  here  we  see 
the  Holy  Ghost  not  bearing  the  sins  of  the  people  of  God,  not 
transferring  their  sins  to  the  person  of  their  Surety,  but  making 
their  earthly,  sensual,  and  devilish  tabernacles  His  dwelling- 
place.  Oh,  this  is  astounding,  magnanimous,  matchless  love  I 
Well  may  we  sing  those  blessed  words  of  Mushett's, 

*<  And  Thou,  eternal  Spirit  y&st, 
What  lore  can  Thme  transcend  7 
Since  Thou  Thy  lot  with  me  hath  cast, 
Indwelling  God  and  Friend." 

In  contemplating  this  glorious  and  stupendous  subject  it  is  mv 
delight  to  see  iEe  Holy  Ghost  manifesting  His  love  to  God  s 
Chnst  in  revealing  Him  in  all  His  blessedness,  bountv,  and 
beauty  to  the  waiting  hearts  of  the  Father's  children.  1  love  to 
be  led  in  these  things  as  far  as  God's  Word  will  take  me,  and 
rejoice  in  that  precious  declaration  by  Paul,  in  Gal.  i.  15,  16  : 
"  But  when  it  pleased  God,  who  separated  me  from  my  mother's 
womb,  and  called  me  by  His  grace,  to  reveal  His  Son  in  me^^ 
There  we  see  the  delightful  work  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  It  is  to 
reveal  the  person  and  preciousness  of  Christ  in  the  hearts  of  the 
eternally-loved  people  of  God,  and  bless  them  with  the  assur- 
ance that  neither  Father,  Son,  nor  Himself  will  ever  have  them 
until  all  is  performed  that  He,  the  covenant  Remembrancer  and 

S*acious  Communicator,  has  spoken  of  to  them.     The  Holy 
host  so  loves  God's  Christ  as  to  delight  in  glorifying  Him  at 
aU  times. 

"  My  Belovedr  Christ  is  not  only  loved  by  the  Father  and 
the  Holy  Ghost,  but  by  the  whole  elect,  redeemed,  and  living 
children  of  God.    Are*^  we  amongst  themt     Can  we  look  up 
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with  childlike  confidence  and  say  in  truth  we  do  love  Him  t 
Well,  with  a  good  understanding  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  I  can 
say  I  do.  And  yet  I  am  sometimes  found  with  the  weaklings, 
singing. 

**  *Ti8  a  point  I  long  to  know 

(Oft  it  caoses  anxious  thought), 
Do  I  love  the  Lord  or  na? 
Am  I  Hia  or  am  I  not  ? " 

Oftentimes  when  the  child  of  God  has  been  put  to  the  test  by 
evil  men  or  tempting  devils,  he  has  manifested  no  mistake  con- 
cerning his  love  to  the  Father's  Beloved,  and  the  Holy  Ghost's 
delight  Let  the  superlative  beauties  of  Chi-ist  be  called  into 
question  in  the  hearing  of  anv  living,  yet  doubting  disciple,  and 
you  will  see  him  up  in  arms  u>r  the  honour  of  his  Master.  Let 
anything  be  said  derogatory  to  the  character,  salvation,  or 
sovereignty  of  King  Emmanuel,  and  you  will  find  the  spiritual 
metal  of  the  doubting  one  truer  than  steel.  Let  aught  oe  said 
disparaging  His  atoning  blood,  His  all-prevalent  intercession, 
His  right  to  rule  over  all  things  in  heaven,  and  earth,  and  hell, 
and  you  will  soon  discover  the  love  of  His  weak  disciple  for  his 
ever-loving  Lord.  Why  does  any  child  of  God  love  a  precious 
Christ  t  Why  does  any  doubting  and  fearing  one  love  Him  and 
yet  hesitate  to  express  that  love  ?  It  is  all "  because  He  first  loved 
t4«"  (John  iv.  19).  When  did  He  fii*st  love  ust  In  covenant 
before  the  worlds  were  framed,  when  He  took  us  to  His  loved 
embrace,  when  He  laid  us  upon  His  ever-loving  bosom,  when 
He  found  us  a  place  in  His  affectionate  heart,  irom  which  not 
all  the  designs  of  Satan,  nor  all  the  evils  of  the  Adam  fall,  nor 
all  the  frightful  effects  of  sin,  could  ever  rend  us.  He  loved 
us,  and  His  love  was  such  that  He  gave  Himself  for  us.  Look 
at  a  few  of  the  precious  testimonies  of  the  New  Testament  con- 
cerning this  glorious  truth.  The  Son  was  given  not  only  by 
the  Father,  for  He  gave  Himself  (Gal.  i.  4).  Here  the  moutniB 
of  all  blasphemers  and  presumers  who  say  they  see  no  justice  in 
the  Father  giving  His  Son  to  suffer  so  much  are  stopped.  The 
Son  was  One  witn  the  Father  in  this  gift  and  expression  of 
covenant  love.  He  gave  Himself  willingly,  without  hesitancy 
or  demur.  '*  The  Son  of  Man  came  not  to  be  ministered  unto, 
but  to  minister,  and  to  give  His  life  a  ransom  for  many  "  (Matt. 
XX.  28).  Listen  to  Paul  s  sweet  declaration  of  this  most  precious 
truth.  In  Gal.  ii.  20,  he  says:  **  1  am  crucified  with  Christ: 
nevertheless,  I  live  :  yet,  not  I,  but  Christ  liveth  in  me  :  and  the 
Kfe  that  I  now  live  in  the  flesh,  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of 
God,  who  loved  me,  and  gave  Himself  for  me.^^  In  love  He  came 
down  t9  the  depths  of  all  my  necessity.  In  love  He  bore  all 
the  burden  of  my  sins.  In  love  He  endured  all  the  guilt, 
shame,  and  condemnation  due  to  me  and  to  all  His  people.  In 
love  He  visited  the  haunts  of  impurity  and  defilement  to  seek 
and  to  save  the  loved  ones  of  His  heart,  yet  He  contracted  none 
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of  their  faith  or  pollution.  He  gave  Himself  to  be  the  bntt  of 
Satan  and  of  all  hell,  and  to  experience  His  Father's  anger  for 
thee  and  for  me,  poor  sinner.  Is  this  the  experience  of  our 
heart  by  the  teaching  of  the  Holy  Ghost?  Has  He  convinced 
us  of  our  sins  and  then  led  us  blessedly  and  sweetly  to  see  the 
sins  which  give  us  so  much  smart,  and  thousands  more  which 
we  shall  never  know  or  feel,  laid  upon  the  sinless  Sufferer  and 
carried  by  Him  into  the  land  of  never-ending  forgetfulness,  cast 
into  the  depths  of  the  sea  of  eternal  oblivion,  and  thrown  behind 
JEHOVAH'S  back.  As  He  is  thus  revealed  to  us,  how  can  we 
say  ought  else  to  Him  but,  '*  Lord,  Thou  knowest  all  things ; 
Thou  knowest  that  I  love  thee  ?"  (John  xxi.  17).  How  can  we 
do  aught  else  in  keeping  therewith,  but  mourn  over  the  poverty  of 
the  love  we  show  to  Him  for  His  great  love  to  us.  But  this  b  not 
all.  Christ  is  not  only  revealed  as  the  Sin-bearer  of  His  people ; 
but  also  as  their  Associate  and  Companion  in  the  midst  of  aU 
their  wanderings  and  waverings,  failures  and  falls.  In  this  we 
see  and  know  the  persistency  of  Divine  love.  The  reality  of 
the  love  of  Christ  is  proved  in  the  very  fact  that  the  more  we 
wander  from  Him,  the  more  He  pursues  us  with  sweet  revela- 
tions of  ]9is  care  and  concern.  His  thoughts  towards  us  are 
thoughts  of  peace  and  not  of  evil,  to  give  us  an  expected  end  of 
all  our  sins,  sorrows,  anxieties,  and  cares.  His  looks  are  looks 
of  love  and  fond  affection,  which  chase  away  the  grief  and  sad- 
ness from  the  face  of  His  eternally-loved  one.  His  words  are 
words  of  compassion  and  pity  to  all  those  who  experience  the 
bitterness  of  wandering  from  Him,  even  in  thought,  imagination, 
or  desire. 

II. — His  PURITY — "My  Beloved  is  white."  Some  have 
attempted  to  show  forth  the  two  natures  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
from  tne  words,  "  white  and  ruddt/.''  White,  denoting  the  purity 
and  perfections  of  His  Deity.  Ruddy,  setting  forth  the  sorrows 
and  sufferings  of  His  humanity.  It  is  ours  to  notice  in  these 
words  the  purity  and  perfections  of  the  God-Man  Mediator 
of  His  Church  and  people.  God  and  Man  in  one  Christ,  "  of  a 
reasonable  soul  and  human  flesh  subsisting."  Humanity  taken 
into  indissoluble  union  wth  Deity.  Here  we  see  God's  Glory- 
Man,  His  righteous  Servant,  the  faithful  Steward  of  His  bounties^ 
the  Dispenser  of  all  His  blessings.  In  Him  alone  of  all  the 
children  of  men  we  see  purity  and  perfection.  In  whatever 
light  He  is  revealed  to  us,  purity,  innocence,  and  ri^hteousnesfi 
shine.  He  is  white.  No  aefilement,  flaw,  or  infirmity  can  be 
found  in  Him.  Look  at  His  person.  He  was  a  Lamb  without 
blemish  and  without  spot  (1  reter  i.  19).  Paul,  by  the  Holy 
Ghost,  declares  Him  to  be  "  holy,  harmless,  undefilpd,  and 
separate  from  sinners  "  (Heb.  vii.  26).  Look  at  His  thoughts  I 
«'  He  knew  no  sin  "  (2  Cor.  v.  21).  Look  at  His  words  1  "  Neither 
was  guile  found  in  [His  mouth"  (1  Peter  iL  22).  Lookj^^at  His 
^tions  1     <*He  did  no  sin  "  (1  Peter  ii.  22).    In  His  thoughts, 
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actions,  and  words  no  imperfection  or  imporitv  could  be  fonnd. 
All  was  perfectly  pure  and  ftiir.  K  we  look  at  Him  during 
the  whole  of  His  lifetime  upon  earth,  we  shall  find  nothing  to 
mar  the  fair  beauty  of  His  person  or  character.  Feeding  the 
hungry,  heaUng  the  sick,  comforting  His  mourners,  or  rebuking 
His  adversaries,  purity  and  perfection  appear  in  all.  Does  He 
feed  the  multitudes?  True  liberality  characterises  Him.  He 
causes  bread  and  fish  to  multiply  in  the  eater's  hands.  Were 
the  multitudes  filled  t  He  manifests  a  gracious  economy : 
**  Gather  up  the  fragments  that  nothing  be  lost."  He  is  Uberal 
without  extravagance.  He  is  economical  without  niggardliness. 
Do  the  sick,  the  maimed,  and  halt  come  unto  Him  ?  He  receives 
them  graciously,  and  impai^ts  to  them  health,  strength,  and 
vigour.  He  hfiis  words  of  comfort  and  consolation  for  the 
mourners  in  Zion,  while  hypocrites  writhe  under  His  righteous 
rebukes.  Is  He  threatened  in  Pilate's  judgment  hall,  and 
scourged  by  the  brutal  soldiers  ?  **  When  He  was  reviled,  He 
reviled  not  a^ain  ;  when  He  suflTered,  He  threatened  not ;  but 
committed  Himself  to  Him  .that  judgeth  righteoosly  "  (1  Peter  ii. 
23).  Glorious  truth  1  From  Bethlehem's  manger  to  Calvary's 
cross  we  see  nothing  but  whiteness  and  pmity,  righteousness 
and  perfection.  Yes,  in  Him  we  behold  "  a  riglUeousness  which 
an  angeVs  tear  would  9oiV^  His  obedience  from  first  to  last  is 
the  pure  white  Unen  of  the  saints  in  which  they  stand  arrayed, 
accepted,  and  justified  in  the  siffht  of  the  Father.  Daniel  knew 
Him  as  "  the  Ancient  of  days,  wnose  varment  was  white  as  snow, 
and  the  hair  of  His  head  like  pure  wool  (Dan.  vii.9).  Upon  Mount 
Tabor  His  three  favoured  disciples  saw  Him  transfigured  before 
them,  when  *'  His  face  did  shine  as  the  sun,  and  His  raiment 
was  white  as  the  light "  (Matt.  xvii.  2)  The  confession  of  the 
whole  Church  when  taught  by  the  Holy  Ghost  is,  "  My  Beloved 
is  whiteJ' 

ni.— His  PERFECTIONS — "My  Beloved  is  ruddy."  This 
speaks  of  the  perfect  sufferings  of  the  sinless  Lamb  of  God.  Well 
mieht  the  cry  go  forth  from  the  lips  of  Jeremiah — but  by  the 
Spirit  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ — **  Is  it  nothing  to 
you,  all  ye  that  pass  by  ?  Behold,  and  see  if  there  be  any  sorrow 
uke  unto  My  son-ow,  which  is  done  unto  Me,  wherewith  the 
LORD  hath  aflSicted  Me  in  the  day  of  His  fierce  anger  "  (Lam. 
i.  12).  When  was  this  !  From  the  very  moment  He  was  made 
under  the  law,  to  that  moment  when  He  could  cry  to  the  deUght 
of  all  heaven,  to  the  consternation  of  all  hell,  and  for  the  joy 
of  all  God's  elect,  "  It  is  finished ! "  When  eight  days  old.  He 
was  taken  into  the  temple,  and  the  circumcising  knife  lacerated 
His  sacred  flesh.  To  Egypt,  the  hotbed  of  persecution  to  His 
ancient  people  Israel,  He  was  driven  by  the  bloodthirsty  Herod. 
Look  at  Him  in  gloomy,  dark  Gethsemane !  "  And  being  in  an 
agony  He  prayed  more  earnestly :  and  His  sweat  was  as  it  were 
great  drops  of  blood  falling  down  to  the  ground  "  (Luke  xxii. 
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44).  Trace  Him  to  the  judgment  hall.  "  He  gave  His  back  to 
the  smiters,  and  His  cheeks  to  them  that  plucked  off  the  hair : 
He  hid  not  His  face  from  shame  and  spitting "  (Isa.  L  6).  But 
more  than  all,  follow  Him  in  spirit  to  the  terrible  isolations  and 
desolations  of  Calvary.  There  He  was  made  sin,  and  treated  as 
sin.  The  accumulated  load  of  His  people's  trangressions  were 
crowding  upon  Him,  and  at  that  dread  period  of  time  when  all 
nature  quivered,  He  was  made  "  The  curse  of  God  "  (Deut.  xxL 
23,  margin).  The  sword  of  JEHOVAH,  the  Father's  justice, 
was  red  with  the  heart's  blood  of  the  Man  of  sorrows.  His  Fellow. 
The  Shepherd  was  smitten,  the  sheep  were  scattered ;  but  He 
must  turn  His  hand  upon  His  little  ones  (Zech.  xiii.  7).  Look 
at  Him.  His  sacred  hands  and  feet  are  extended  and  nailed  to 
the  accursed  tree.  His  side  is  pierced,  and  out  flows  blood  and 
water.  His  blessed  head  streams  with  precious  blood  from  the 
wounds  caused  by  the  cursed  thorns.  I  remember,  when  I 
was  a  lad,  repeating  a  part  of  Dr.  Watts's  catechism,  thus, 

Question. — Who  crucified  Christ  ? 

Answer. — The  bloody  Jews. 
Ah,  my  dear  friends,  now  I  can  join  with  Hart,  and  sing  in  the 
minor  mode, 

"  The  soldier  pierc*d  His  side,  'tis  true, 
But  I  have  pierc'd  Him  through  and  through/' 

Yes,  and  I  can  sing  with  a  little  sorrowful  sweetness, 

"  The  hand  my  cruel  sins  have  pierc'd 
Is  now  my  guard  and  guide." 

I  am  not  so  much  troubled  about  the  cruelties  of  the  Jews  as 
the  cruelty  of  my  own  sins  and  transgressions.  My  heart  is 
melted  and  softened  with  sweet  compunction  as  I  am  taught  by 
the  blessed  Spirit  that  my  sins  were  the  nails  which  pierced  the 
hands  and  feet  of  my  Beloved.  This  causes  me  to  hate  the 
verjr  sins  I  do,  renounce  the  very  lusts  my  flesh  clings  to,  hate 
the  iniquities  my  carnal  nature  hugs,  and  lays  me  low  as  a 
suppliant  at  the  footstool  of  sovereign  mercy.  Let  others 
cry,  "What  is  thy  Beloved  more  than  another  beloved?" 
My  joyful  and  chastened  spirit  cries,  *^  My  Beloved  is  white  and 
ruddy."     He  is  pure  in  His  person,  pure  in  His  righteousness, 

fure  in  His  love.  He  is  perfect  through  sufferings,  and  in  Him 
behold  my  perfect  redemption,  justification,  cleansing,  peace, 
acceptance,  sanctification,  and  victory  by  His  precious  blood- 
shedding.  He  is  the  Lamb  slain  from  the  foundation  of  the 
world  (Kev.  xiii.  8),  and  is  now  the  slain  Lamb  in  the  midst  of 
the  throne  (Rev.  v.  6).  He  will  yet  come  in  garments  dyed 
with  blood  to  slay  His  enemies  and  welcome  home  His  friends. 
When  I  come  to  lay  my  head  upon  mj  pillow  for  the  last  time, 
may  my  spirit  be  filled  with  His  redeemmg  love,  and  my  faltering 
breath  cry  out,**  Victory,  victory,  through  the  blood  of  the  Lamb. ' 
May  the  Lord  add  His  blessing.     Amen. 
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THE    CHIEF    BELOVED. 


%  Strmon 

Preached  ik  Qrovb  Chapel,  Cambbbwell,  on  Sunday  Morning, 
June  15th,  1879,  by 

THOMAS    BRADBURY. 


"  The  Chiefest  among  ten  thousand."— Song  of  Solomon  v.  10. 

THE  one  Object  of  the  Church's  adoration  and  praise  is  the 
Lord  Jesus  Chiist,  the  Head  and  Representative  of  grace, 
the  Expounder  of  His  Father's  Word  to  His  children,  and  the 
Revealer  of  the  Father  s  will  to  His  redeemed  and  regenerate 
brethren.  He  ever  appears  as  the  delight  of  the  Father's  heart. 
It  is  He  whom  the  Spirit  loves  to  glorify  in  the  experience  of  the 
saints,  and  whose  beauties  He  delights  to  unfold.  Wherever 
you  go  in  this  wilderness  world  and  meet  with  those  whom 
He  has  graciously  brought  to  a  knowledge  of  Himself,  and  in 
whose  hearts  He  is  AU  in  all,  you  are  at  home  in  a  moment. 
Contention,  strife,  disorder,  and  dissension  cease  where  He  is 
First  and  Last.  I  was  ^reatl^  struck  some  time  a^o  with  the 
saying  of  an  old  man,  with  which,  at  the  time,  I  did  not  ag^e, 
yet  of  the  truthfulness  of  which  I  have  been  brought  to  see  and 
know  something.  Here  you  have  it :  "  Where  disorders  exist 
among  the  people  of  God,  their  origin  may  generally  be  traced  up 
to  the  pulpit."  Deep  searchings  of  heart,  wrought  by  God  the 
ever-blessed  Spirit  in  the  presence  of  the  Father,  have  caused 
me  to  hesitate  many  times  before  expressing  the  truth  concerning 
men  and  things.  The  desire  of  my  heart  is  to  speak  the  truth 
concerning  Himself,  not  as  an  isolated  being,  not  at  a  distance 
from  His  people,  but  in  eternal,  immutable,  indissoluble  union 
with  them.  Himself,  in  communion  and  intercourse  with  His  bride 
the  Church.  Himself,  as  the  great  and  gracious  Head,  impart- 
ing wisdom,  strength,  comfort,  and  consolation  to  the  vari'^ '' 
members  of  His  one  body ;  for  every  member  shall  c^-  ^  -ou 
experimental  possession  of  all  the  wisdom,  no^-  *  -»/xne  into 
strength  treasured  up  for  it  in  its  Hea^'  -^^^hment,  and 
Na  lac-Paioi  OMi  pumy.  ^^  t-.     ics,  ail  that  was 
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handed  over  for  it  to  the  safe  keeping  of  the  Surety,  is  held 
sacred  by  Him  nntil  the  time  of  want,  necessity,  privation,  or 
perplexity  experienced  by  insignificant,  or  what  may  be  con- 
sidered uncomely,  members.  You  must  know  that  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  has,  and  that  according  to  Divine  inspiration  which 
cannot  err,  members  uncomely  in  tne  Church's  estimation  ;  but 
it  is  the  privilege  of  those  who  are  favoured  with  bountiful 
communications  from  on  high^  and  blessed  communion  with  the 
Bridegroom,  to  bestow  more  abundant  honour  on  the  uncomely 
and  the  infirm  in  the  fold  of  Christ. 

As  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  the  one  Object  of  heaven's  adora- 
tion and  praise,  and  of  the  Church's  glory  and  delight,  so  He  is 
in  Himself  the  All  in  all  of  every  soul  brought  into  association, 
identification,  and  communion  with  Him.  Upon  and  at  such  the 
world  looks  and  wonders,  while  professors,  and  even  possessors, 
will  speak  in  envious  and  unbecoming  terms,  which  do  not 
become  the  children  of  God,  against  those  who  manifest  the 
sweets  of  communion  with  a  covenant  God  in  Christ.  It  was 
once  said  with  a  sneer  of  dear  Dr.  Hawker,  that  he  could  find 
Christ  in  a  cabbage  stalk.  Well,  1  would  rather  be  with  the 
doctor  and  his  cabbage  stalk  than  I  would  with  the  professor 
who  would  not  seek  to  find  God's  Christ  in  everything.  The 
anxious  desire  of  my  heart  is  that  I  may  enjoy  His  companpr 
wherever  I  go,  and  that  in  public  or  private  1  may  have  His 
words  of  love,  life,  light,  and  liberty  for  His  own.  I  love  to 
speak  and  act  in  His  Spirit,  not  my  own,  for  there  I  am  con- 
scious of  we€ikness  and  failure  as  much  as  any  one,  and  know 
that  His  words,  not  mine — His  counsel,  not  mine — His  admoni- 
tions, not  mine — ^will  profit  the  tried  and  tempted  of  His  flock. 
I  would  rather  be  found  with  the  broken-hearted  children  of  the 
family  enjoying  a  little  communion  in  the  things  of  God  and 
fellowship  with  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  His  sufferings,  than  a 
censor  castigating  the  erring  with  a  whip  of  small  cords  made 
up  of  preceptive  portions  of  the  written  Word.  But  it  is  mine, 
and  I  thank  Goa  for  it,  to  know  what  this  means,  "  And  being 
let  go,  they  went  to  their  own  company  "  (Acts  iv.  23).  During 
the  past  week,  being  let  go  from  this  huge  London,  the  Lord 
graciously  took  me  to  Hull  to  find  some  of  my  own  company. 
At  the  railway  station  I  was  met  by  my  dear  friend  andbrother, 
Thomas  Davis,  Vicar  of  St.  Andrew's,  Southcoates.  With  him 
I  had  a  little  communion  in  the  things  of  God.  In  the  evening 
I  went  to  preach  in  St.  Andrew's  schoolroom.  Previous  to  this 
he  said,  **  What  kind  of  a  service  do  you  prefer  t "  1  replied, 
"  Just  the  kind  of  service  you  always  have  here."  He  went 
through  a  portion  of  the  evening  service,  which  I  thoroughly 
-^I'oyed.  Then  I  stood  up  to  preach  from  Heb.  ix.  14  to  a  con- 
^^'>  •  . '  -n  of  people  who  manifested  a  hungering  and  thirsty 
^^^t  ff er  the  J^^ing  God,  and  you  may  rest  assured  God  was 
tEere  \nd  they  were  abundantly  refteshed.    Before  we  went  to 
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the  semce  the  vioar  put  a  letter  in  my  hand  which  was 
addressed  to  me  at  the  vicarage.  It  was  from  a  poor  woman 
informing  me  that  in  days  gone  by  it  was  her  lot  to  be  brought 
to  Grove  chapel  where  she  heard  the  truth  of  God,  which 
found  its  way  with  sovereign  and  solemn  power  to  her  heart, 
from  the  exercised  heart  of  dear  old  Joseph  Irons.  She  was 
taken  away  from  this  huge  Babylon,  and  after  manv  vicissi- 
tudes in  providence,  married  a  poor  fisherman  ana  settled 
down  in  a  place  called  New  Glee,  near  Grimsby,  in  Lincolnshire, 
where  not  a  vestige  of  living  truth  can  be  heard  from  Church- 
man or  Dissenter.  She  gathers  around  her  a  lot  of  young  men 
to  read  God's  Word  and  to  teach  them  God's  truth  as  God 
taught  her  within  these  walls.  She  was  delighted  to  find  from 
an  advertisement  in  the  local  newspaper  that  the  pastor  of 
Grove  chapel  was  to  preach  in  Hull,  and  longed  to  be  present, 
but  could  not,  yet  sent  me  her  blessing.  I  sat  down  at  once 
and  wrote  to  her  saying  that  on  Friday  I  would  be  with  her,  and 
if  she  would  gather  together  two  or  three,  I  would  ask  the  Lord 
to  give  me  a  word  for  them.  On  Friday  I  sailed  down  the 
Humber  to  Grimsby  and  walked  to  New  Glee,  where  I  found  my 
friend  and  sister  in  the  Lord.  She  is  a  trophy  of  Divine  grace. 
Her  heart  was  melted  with  Divine  love.  Her  head  was  cleared 
with  Divine  light.  Her  spirit  was  chastened  with  Divine  fear.  Her 
soul  was  rejoicing  in  blessed  Gospel  liberty.  Her  quiet  demeanour 
was  a  rebuke  to  the  pastor  of  the  Grove,  while  he  learned  afresh 
that  God  in  the  riches  of  His  grace  can  teach  His  people  to  pro- 
fit without  a  preacher  when  He  thinks  fit  and  proper.  In  the 
evening  I  preached  to  about  thirty  people  in  an  old  schoolroom 
from  Job  xxxiii.  23,  24.  Who  can  tell  what  the  result  of  this 
visit  can  be !  Here  I  am  this  morning  a  living  witness  to  the 
truth  and  power  of  God's  rich,  free,  sovereign,  and  uninfluenced 
grace  as  revealed  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  through  the 
great  and  glorious  Head,  a  precious  Ghrist. 

It  is  our  privilege  for  a  little  while  to  contemplate  the  rare 
excellences  of  our  most  glorious  Ghrist  revealed  in  this  precious 
portion  of  God's  Holy  Word  : — 

"  The  Ghiefest  among  ten  thousand." 

He  alone  can  command  and  engage  the  bride^s  admiration 
and  adoration.  As  He  is  revealed  to  her,  she  exclaims  with 
wonder,  and  proclaims  with  delight,  the  beauties  abounding  in 
Him.  She  benolds  the  glories  of  Godhead  shining  in  peerless 
splendour  in  Him,  and  expresses  herself  in  the  language  of  the 
Psalm  which  I  read  for  our  instruction  and  comfort  this  morning 
(Ixxxix.  6 — 8) :  **  Who  in  the  heavens  can  be  compared  unto 
the  LORD  !  who  among  the  sons  of  the  mighty  can  oe  likened 
unto  the  LORD  t  God  is  ^eatly  to  be  fearea  in  the  assembly 
of  the  saints,  and  to  be  had  in  reverence  of  all  them  that  are 
round  about  Him.  0  LORD  God  of  hosts,  who  is  a  strong  Lord 
like  unto  Thee  ?  or  to  Thy  faithfulness  round  t^bout  Thee  ?  " 
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Whatever  attribute  of  JEHOVAH  may  shine  forth  rforionsly 
from  the  bright  page  of  inspiration  before  the  spiritual  vision  of 
a  Heaven-taught  child  of  grace,  Christ  is  there,  Christ  id  beheld 
in  the  perfection  of  His  Godhead.  Is  the  strength  of  JEHOVAH 
brought  before  the  mind  ?  It  is  the  stren^tn  of  JEHOVAH- 
JESUS  wUch  He  imparts  to  His  own,  causmg  them  to  know 
and  feel  that  He  "  is  able  to  do  exceeding  abundantly  above 
all  that  we  can  ask  or  think  according  to  the  power  that  worketh 
in  us"  (Eph.  iii.  20).  Blessed  with  the  power  of  Christ,  the 
soul  lies  in  true  hmnility  before  Him,  and  rejoices  in  the  fact 
that  all  power  is  given  unto  Him  in  heaven  and  in  earth  (Matt. 
xxviiL  18).  In  faithfulness  also  the  bride  sees  and  knows  her 
Bridegroom  to  be  First  and  Foremost  of  all.  Look  at  those 
words :  "  Who  is  a  strong  LORD  like  unto  Thee  ?  or  to  Thy 
faithfulness  round  about  TheeV  The  faithfulness  of  God  is 
revealed  in  every  step,  nay,  seen  in  every  act  and  look,  and 
experienced  in  every  Divinely-communicated  thought  of  His, 
according  to  His  precious  word,  "  For  I  know  the  thoughts  that 
I  think  toward  you,  saitib  the  LORD,  thoughts  of  peace  and  not 
of  evil,  to  give  you  an  expected  end  "  of  all  your  doubts,  fears, 
anxieties,  and  cares  (Jer.  xxix.  11). 

In  His  holiness  He  is  *^  the  chiefest  among  ten  thoiisand." 
Look  at  Him  as  He  is  revealed  in  the  Song  of  Moses,  as  recorded 
in  Exodus  xv.  11 :  "  Who  is  like  unto  Thee,  0  LORD,  among 
the  gods  ?  who  is  like  unto  Thee,  glorious  in  holiness,  fearful  in 
praises,  doing  wonders?"  The  holiness  of  person,  character, 
and  acts  of  Christ,  speaks  of  the  spirit  of  intense  separation  and 
self-abnegation  whicn  ever  characterised  Him  here  upon  earth. 
For  mark,  though  He  was  the  Mighty  God,  yet  He  humbled 
Himself  to  be  a  little  child,  ay,  **  a  worm  and  no  man."  Had  He 
a  will  ?  He  came  not  to  do  His  own  will,  but  the  will  of  Him 
that  sent  Him.  Had  He  power?  He  came  not  to  displav  it, 
but  the  power  of  the  Highest  who  appointed  Him.  Had  He 
wisdom  ?  He  sought  not  with  fleshly  pride  to  parade  it,  but  to 
show  forth  the  wisdom  of  the  Father  m  the  education,  accom- 
plishment, and  refinement  of  every  soul  brought  to  His  sacred 
feet  to  learn  His  Father's  will  and  to  taste  the  riches  of  His 
^race.  Whenever  we  look  at  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  we  see  Him 
righteous  in  all  His  ways  and  holy  in  all  His  works.  Look  at 
His  person.    It  is  sinless.    No  taint,  defilement,  corruption,  or 

1)ollution  can  be  found  in  Him.  All  the  sins  of  His  people  were 
aid  upon  His  sinless  body,  yet  He  experienced  no  innision  of 
their  impurity.  As  I  have  said  many  times.  He  was  Uke  a  pure, 
bright  sunbeam  shining  through  a  murky  hovel,  imparting  light, 
and  discovering  the  dirt  and  darkness,  but  contracting  none.  To 
His  people,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  communicates  His  purity,  and  is 
not  affected  in  the  perfection  of  His  nature  by  their  impurity.  He 
communicates  His  life,  light,  and  love  ;  but  is  not  impoverished 
bjr  their  deadpess,  darkness,  or  depravity.  In  His  acts  of  salvation^ 
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He  appears  in  incomparable  beauty  and  grace.  See  Micah  vii. 
17,  18  :  "  Who  is  a  God  like  unto  Thee,  thatpardoneth  iniquity, 
and  passeth  by  the  transgression  of  the  remnant  of  His  heritage  ? 
He  retaineth  not  His  anger  for  ever,  because  He  delighteth  in 
mercy.  He  will  turn  again ;  He  will  have  compassion  upon  us ; 
He  will  subdue  our  iniquities."  Mark  well  that  last  sentence : 
•*  He  will  subdue  our  iniqvitiesy  Ah  1  my  dear  friends,  the  more 
we  are  brought  into  the  realisation  of  the  subduing  power  of 
JEHOVAH-JESUS'  grace,  the  more  we  shall  expenence  the 
opposing  power  of  tne  flesh  and  the  devil.  The  subduing 
power  of  grace  once  experienced  is  the  pledge  of  future  displays 
of  the  same.  The  more  we  feel  it,  the  more  we  shall  need  it. 
*'  And  Thou  wilt  cast  all  their  sins  into  the  depths  of  the  sea." 

But  look  away  from  His  glorious  Godhead  to  His  spotless 
Manhood.  Turn  with  me  to  rsalm  xlv.,  which  is  a  precious 
epitome  of  Solomon's  Song,  and  at  verse  2  we  read :  "  Thou 
art  fairer  than  the  children  of  men:  grace  is  poured  into 
Thy  lips :  therefore  God  hath  blessed  Thee  for  ever.  Again  at 
verse  7 :  *'  Thou  lovest  righteousness,  and  hatest  wickedness, 
therefore  God,  Thy  God,  hath  anointed  Thee  with  the  oil  of 
gladness  above  Thy  fellows."  Here  we  see  Him  peering  above 
all  othera  in  beauty,  bounty,  and  blessing.  He  is  "  the  Chief  est 
amon^  ten  thousand'^  Who  are  these  ten  thousand t  This  is  a 
definite  number  given  to  set  forth  an  indefinite.  These  are 
those  whom  the  Father  loves  with  an  everlasting  love,  has 
chosen  to  eternal  life  and  glory,  and  redeemed  to  mmself  with 
the  precious  blood  of  His  Son.  These  are  the  very  persons 
whom  the  blessed  Spirit  loves,  regenerates,  and  qualifies  for 

flory,  and  are  brougnt  to  experience  the  blessedness  of  that 
eclaration  by  John :  "  We  know  that  we  have  passed  from 
death  unto  life  because  we  love  the  brethren."  Yes,  it  is  blessedly 
true,  in  the  experience  of  the  thousands  of  His  elect,  redeemed, 
and  regenerate  brethren.  He  is  "  the  Chiefest  among  ten  thou- 
sand." 

"  In  every  office  He  sustAins ; 
In  every  victory  He  gains ; 
In  every  coonsel  of  His  will, 
He's  precious  to  His  people  still." 

He  is  more  precious  than  rubies,  or  than  the  nearest  and  dearest 
we  love  upon  earth.  I  have  loved  with  natural  affection,  but 
when  that  was  ruled  bv  the  love  of  God  shed  abroad  in  my 
heart  by  the  Holy  Ghost  given  unto  me,  it  became  inex- 
pressible. But  all  human  charms  and  beauties  must  sink  into 
insignificance  before  the  appearance  of  a  precious  Christ,  as 
revealed  in  the  Word  as  our  own  b^  the  grace,  power,  and 
indwelling  of  His  blessed  Spirit.  He  is  fairer  than  tne  children 
of  men.  In  His  person  there  is  no  spot.  In  His  righteousness 
there  is  no  imperfection.  In  His  character  there  is  no  flaw.  In 
His  demeanour  there  is  no  defect.    Once  there  was  no  beauty  in 
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Him  that  we  should  desire  Him,  but  now  we  see  nothing  in  Him 
to  cause  us  to  despise  Him.  Matchless  beauties  abound  in  Him. 
He  did  no  sin,  in  which  we  see  the  beauty  of  His  righteousness ; 
He  knew  no  sin^  in  which  we  behold  the  beauty  of  His  mind  ; 
In  Him  was  no  sin,  and  in  this  we  discover  the  beauty  of  His 
pereon ;  "  He  was  holv,  harmless,  undefiled,  separate  from 
sinners ;  "  He  is  holy ;  thev  are  unholy.  He  is  pure  ;  they  are 
impure.  He  is  perfect ;  they  are  imperfection  itself.  As  they 
appear  in  oneness  with  Him,  their  sins,  impurities,  and  imper- 
fections disappear,  and  they  stand  before  the  Father  not  as 
sinners,  but  as  saints,  in  the  glorious  perfections  of  Him,  the 
Object  of  the  Father's  unceasing  delight,  and  heaven's  worship 
and  praise. 

He  is  '*  the  Chiefest  among  ten  thousand  "  as  God  and  Man 
in  one  Christ.  In  the  Christ  of  God  we  see  the  Divine  and 
human  natures  indissolubly  united  according  to  the  language  of 
Augustine,  quoted  in  one  of  the  Articles  of  the  Established 
Church,  *'  never  to  be  dividedJ^  High  in  the  heights  of  glory  He 
now  stands,  the  ineffable  delight  of  His  Father's  heart,  and  in 
Him  is  seen  the  whole  election  of  grace,  all  His  blood-redeemed 
ones,  all  the  finiit  of  the  Redeemer  s  soul  travail.  In  Him  I  am 
privileged  to  see  the  Mediator  of  the  covenant,  His  people's 
Reconciler,  who  settles  every  question  of  sin  between  them  and 
their  God.  Think  of  that  1  Not  only  sins  past,  but  those  we 
shall  commit  to-day,  to-morrow,  and  during  the  whole  of  our 
lives  here  on  earth.  He  settled  every  question  between  us  and 
our  God,  and  only  on  this  ground  can  we  find  access  to  Him 
and  acceptance  with  Him.  Now  He  stands  before  the  throne, 
arrayed  m  garments  of  glory  and  beauty,  which  hide  not  the 
perfections  of  His  person. 

*<  Those  dear  tokens  of  His  passion 
Still  His  dazzling  body  oears  : 
Cause  of  endless  exaltation 
To  His  ransomed  worshippers ; 

With  what  rapture — 
Gaze  they  on  those  glorious  scars." 

A  Lamb  as  it  had  been  slain  stands  in  the  midst  of  the  throne. 
A  lamb  denotes  meekness,  innocence,  lowliness.  The  throne 
denotes  dignity,  majesty,  and  sovereignty.  He  has  seven  horns 
and  seven  ^es,  which  set  forth  His  perfect  power  and  wisdom, 
and  the  efficacy  of  His  Spirit's  work  in  the  hearts  of  His 
redeemed.  In  this  Satan  cannot  detect  a  failure  or  a  flaw.  K 
the  blessed  Spirit  communicates  God's  life  and  love  to  us,  what- 
ever we  may  experience  of  our  old  Adam  nature,  we  stand  in 
the  person  of  Jesus  meek,  lowly,  and  undefiled  before  the 
all-searching  gaze  of  the  Father.  Yes,  and  in  the  person  of  our 
ffreat  King-Priest  we  are  kin^  and  priests  to  God  the  Father 
Qlev.  i.  6).  We  sit  with  Him  in  His  throne  and  we  sway  with 
Him  His  sceptre.     "  Do  ye  not  know  that  the  saints  shall  judge 
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the  world  ?  "  (1  Cor.  vi.  2).  The  dignity  of  the  saints  in  union 
with  the  Lamb  is  beyond  all  human  conception.  We  are  such 
poor  short-sighted  things  in  ourselves,  and  so  apt  to  jump  at 
wrong  conclusions,  that  it  would  not  do  for  us  to  know  the  ten 
thousandth  part  of  the  dignities  and  excellences  trecusured  up 
for  us  in  the  once  slaughtered  Lamb.  But  look  at  His  ten 
thousand  redeemed  ones  with  Him  in  their  midst.  Whatever  be 
the  privileges  they  enjoy,  the  graces  they  manifest,  the  experi- 
ence they  possess,  the  heights  of  favour  they  are  lifted  to,  or 
the  depths  of  Satan  they  may  discover,  possessing  the  spirit  of 
power,  and  of  love,  and  of  a  sound  mind,  there  will  be  no  fleshly 
emulation,  no  striving  to  lord  over  God's  heritage,  no  trying  to 
outrun  others  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord,  but  a  desire  to  be  any- 
thing or  nothing  for  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  God's  Zion.  I 
love  to  obtain  as  much  light  as  I  possibly  can  to  discover  the 
hidden  trecisures  of  ffrace  and  glory  lying  beneath  the  letter  of 
this  blessed  Book.  I  love  to  soar  aloft  on  the  win^  of  faith  and 
love  to  the  heights  of  covenant  favour,  and  I  desire  to  murmur 
not  when  taken  through  the  furnace  and  the  flood  for  the  good 
of  some  of  God's  own  tried  and  tempted  ones.  The  prayer  of 
my  heart  to  His  sacred  Majesty  is,  that  I  may  be  kept  from 
making  a  display  of  my  favours  which  may  be  to  the  wounding 
and  discomfort  of  many  of  the  Lord's  little  ones.  Am  I  taken 
into  depths  and  through  darkness  t  It  is  that  I  may  know  the 
fellowship  of  Christ's  sufferings.  Am  I  favoured  with  the 
presence  and  smile  of  my  God  ?  It  is  that  I  may  partake  of 
the  glory  of  Christ.  All  that  I  possess  spiritually  and  experi- 
mentally is  from  Christ,  with  Christ,  in  Christ,  and  to  Cnrist. 
Throughout  the  whole  of  God's  blessed  Word  you  will  find  this 
to  be  true,  which  takes  all  conceit  out  of  the  true  heaven-bom 
and  ti-uly- taught  child  of  God.  Have  I  faith  t  I  cannot  boast 
and  brag  about  it.  If  it  be  strong  to  stand  the  test  of  the  most 
terrible  temptations  and  to  bear  me  up  in  the  fight  with  the 
world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil,  I  can  only  boast  in  my  precious 
Saviour  whose  faith  it  is.  Have  I  life ?  "I  live ;  yet  not  I, 
but  Christ  liveth  in  me  ;  and  the  life  which  I  now  live  in  the 
flesh  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved  me,  and 
gave  Himself  for  me  "  (Gal.  ii.  20).     Thus  I  rejoice  in  the 

Eossession  of  the  faith  of  my  great  and  glorious  Head.  Have  I 
ope  t  and  does  my  hope  appear  brighter  than  that  of  another 
tried,  timid,  and  trembling  child  of  God  t  It  is  not  mine  to 
lecture  such  because  I  know  that  it  is  no  more  I  that  hope,  but 
Christ  that  is  in  me  the  Hope  of  glory.  Do  I  love  t  Yes,  I  do. 
I  love  the  doctrines  of  grace  and  the  means  of  graoe  which  God 
has  in  His  own  hands  and  reserves  to  Himself  the  right  to 
communicate  His  grace  to  whom  He  will.  I  love  to  assemble 
among  the  people  of  God,  and  I  can  say  with  the  woman  of 
Shunem,  '*  I  dwell  amon^  mine  own  people  "  (2  Kings  iv«  13). 
Spiritually  I  cannot  dweU  with  any  other. 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


374  GROVE  CHATEL  PULPIT. 

*<  My  8onl  shall  pray  for  Zion  still, 
'While  life  or  breath  remains, 
There  my  best  friends,  my  kindred  dwell, 
There  God  my  Saviour  reigns." 

As  the  Holy  Ghost  teaches  me  mj  spiritual  inability  to  perform 
any  good  thing,  I  know  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  dwell  among 
mine  own  people  or  to  preach  with  acceptance  to  their  hearts. 
All  this  Cometh  from  the  King  who  is  wonderful  in  counsel  and 
mighty  in  working.  It  is  He  who  preaches  through  me  with  His 
voice  of  glorious  majesty  and  the  still  small  voice  of  love  to  the 
tempted  and  tried  in  Zion.  Is  it  mine  to  pray?  Yes,  and  that 
sometimes  with  a  heart  melted  by  the  power  of  Divine  love  and 
the  sense  of  my  own  wretchedness  and  hell-deservedness  melted 
into  nothingness  at  EUs  sacred  feet. 

"  Thy  mercy  is  more  than  a  match  for  my  heart, 
Which  wonders  to  feel  i£s  own  hardness  depart ; 
Dissolved  by  His  goodness  I  fall  to  the  gronnd, 
And  weep  to  the  praise  of  the  mercy  I  found." 

But  it  is  not  I  that  weep  and  pray,  but  the  Spirit  of  Christ  in 
me.  Am  I  privileged  to  sing  one  of  the  songs  of  Zion  T  I  know 
what  that  means,  "In  the  midst  of  the  Church" — the  ten 
thousand  sineers  of  Israel  in  union  with  Him — *|  will  I  sing 
praise  unto  Thee"  (Heb.  ii.  12).  In  whatever  light  we  are 
privileged  to  look  at  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  in  whatever  phase 
or  feature  of  Divine  revelation  we  are  favoured  to  behold  Him, 
or  whatever  be  the  grace,  experience,  or  blessing  we  enjoy.  He 
is  the  All  in  all  thereof.  He  is  the  Chiefest  among  ten  thousand. 
He  is  the  Altogether  Lovely.  If  you  will  look  in  the  margin  of 
your  Bibles,  you  will  read, 

"A  Standard  Bearer J^  Christ  is  the  Bearer  of  the  standard 
of  the  covenant.  He  goes  forth  with  the  right  royal  standard 
of  His  own  eternal,  unchanging  sovereignty.  Love  is  seen  in 
evenr  line.  He  came  not  to  witness  concerning  Himself  or  to 
dispmy  His  own  glory,  but  to  witness  of  His  Father's  ever- 
lasting love  and  concern  over  His  people,  while  it  is  the  deUght 
of  the  Holv  Ghost  to  witness  not  of  Himself,  but  of  the  bounty 
of  the  Father  and  the  beauty  of  the  Son.  Each  Person  in  the 
ever-blessed  Trinity  delights  to  witness  concerning  the  fame  and 

flonr  of  His  Fellows.    As  JEHOVAH-JESUS  goes  forth  at  the 
ead  of  the  elect  and  redeemed  armies  He  displays  on  His  banner 
that  glorious  inscription, 

LOVE. 

Love  is  not  peculiar  to  Himself:  but  the  nature  of  the  Divine 
Three.  "  His  banner  over  me  was  love "  (Song  ii.  4).  Love 
brought  Him  from  the  skies  and  triumphed  over  sin,  Satan, 
death,  and  hell.  Love  displayed  is  the  defeat  of  all  the  foes  of 
His  people,  natural,  spiritual,  and  infernal.  Love  revealed  in 
the  hearts  of  His  redeemed  slays  their  enmity,  and  brings  them 
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in  willixig  bonds  to  His  sacred  feet.  Love  invincible  bears  down 
every  foe.  Love  uninfluenced  allures  unworthy  ones  to  His 
breast.    Love  immutable  cannot  be  affected  by  anything. 

"  Zion's  Friend  in  nothing  alters, 
Though  all  others  may  and  do ; 
His  is  love  that  never  falters, 
Always  to  its  object  true ; 

Happy  Zion, 
Crowned  with  mercies  ever  new.** 

Search  through  God's  blessed  Word  and  you  will  see  Him,  in 
whatever  grace  or  character  He  is  revealed,  as  the  chief,  principal, 
and  head  of  all.  Asaph  knew  Him  as  such  after  he  saw 
dissatisfaction  written  upon  everything  down  here.  After 
expiessine  of  his  assurance  of  Divine  guidance,  he  says,  "  Whom 
have  I  in  heaven  but  Theet  and  there  is  none  upon  earth  that 
I  desire  beside  Thee  "  (Psa.  IxxiiL  25).  None  amongst  the  sons 
of  the  mighty,  or  amongst  the  children  of  men  can  be  compared 
to  a  precious  Christ.  Look  at  Him  as  He  is  revealed  in  Isa.  xli. 
4  :  "1  the  LORD,  the  First,  and  with  the  last :  I  am  He."  A 
faithful  Friend  and  constant  Companion  of  His  tried  and 
tempted  brethren.  He  is  the  First.  He  has  gone  before  them 
in  every  conflict,  trial,  and  temptation  they  possibly  can 
experience,  so  that  He  might  sweeten  every  bitter  cup  they  have 
to  drink,  and  from  personal  acquaintance  with  their  sufferings, 
sympathise  with  them  and  bless  them  with  the  sweet  enjoyment 
of  His  covenant  affection.  Turn  with  me  to  that  wonderful 
description  given  of  Him  in  Isa.  Iv.,  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
chapters  in  the  whole  of  God's  Book.  *^  Behold,  I  have  given 
Him  for  a  witness  to  the  people,  a  Leader  and  Commander  to 
the  people."  To  Joshua  He  appeared  as  *^  the  Captain  of  the 
Loras  host"  (Josh.  v.  13 — 15).  To  Paul  He  was  revealed  as 
"the  Captain  of  our  salvation"  (Heb.  ii.  10)  made  perfect 
through  sufferings.  What  sufferings  T  Those  due  to  the  whole 
of  the  members  of  His  mystical  body  who  are  brought  to  experi- 
ence fellowship  with  Him  in  them.  In  every  affliction  He  was 
there  before  tnem^  and  blesses  them  with  the  assurance  that  in 
the  fiercest  furnace,  and  in  the  most  painful  paths,  He  will  be 
JEHOVAH-SHAMMAH  to  them. 

Now  turn  to  Jer.  xxx.  21,  22 :  **  And  their  nobles  shall  be  of 
themselves,  and  their  Goyemor  shall  proceed  from  the  midst  of 
them;  and  I  will  cause  Him  to  draw  near,  and  He  shall 
approach  unto  Me ;  for  who  is  this  that  engageth  His  heart  to 
approach  unto  Me?  saith  the  Lord.  And  ye  shall  be  My 
people,  and  I  will  be  your  God."  Here  is  "  the  Chiefest  among 
ten  thousand."  They  are  noble  in  His  nobility.  Their  welfare 
is  in  Him,  their  Governor.  Their  safety  is  in  His  drawing  near 
to  the  Father  for  them.  Their  acceptance  is  secured  By  His 
approaching  the  throne  of  erace  at  their  head.  In  His  covenant 
engagements  lie  all  their  salvation,  safety,  and  security.  In  the 
conteroplatioi)  of  ^n  object  bo  gracious  {^nd  glorious  we  may 
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well  exclaim  in  the  language  of  the  men  of  Israel  to  David, 
**  Thou  art  worth  ten  thousand  of  us  "  (2  Sam.  xviii.  3).  Think 
about  that.  As  we  are  brought  to  enjoy  the  rare  excellences 
and  incomparable  beauties  of  King  Jesus,  the  Leader  and  Com- 
mander of  His  people,  the  Chiefest  among  ten  thousand,  and 
Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth,  we  cry  with  all  the  power  and 
energy  of  our  spiritual  nature,  "  Thou  art  worth  more  tJian  ten 
thousand  of  us!  For,  mark  you,  all  that  ten  thousand  of  us 
are  in  the  eye  and  estimation  of  the  Father  is  because  of  what 
Christ  is  for  us,  to  us,  with  us,  and  in  us  by  the  free-grace  of  God. 
Yes,  Christ  is  chiefest  and  choicest  in  the  hearts  of  His  people. 
See  how  this  is  revealed  in  that  marvellous  chapter,  Cot.  i. 
And  here  I  would  direct  your  attention  to  the  characteristic 
word  of  that  chapter — "  ALL."  When  you  get  home,  if  you  are 
sufficiently  interested  (for  I  find  lots  of  lazy  Christians  in  respect 
to  searching  the  Word ;  I  do  not  say  there  are  any  within 
these  walls),  get  your  Bibles,  go  througn  this  chapter,  and  mark 
well  every  portion  where  the  word  "  all "  appears.  You  will 
see  it  in  connection  with  every  covenant  blessing  bestowed, 
and  every  beauty  revealed,  in  Christ.  Look  at  the  tenth  verse : 
"  That  ye  might  walk  worthy  of  the  Lord  unto  all  pleasina ;  " 
not  some  pleasing.  You  may  rest  assured  that  God  Almig^hty, 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  is  not  half  pleased  with  the  saints, 
but  causes  them  to  manifest  the  Spirit  of  Christ  and  the  graces 
of  the  Spirit  with  which  the  Father  is  well  and  perfectly  pleased. 
But  at  tne  fifteenth  verse  we  read  of  the  Chiefest  among  ten 
thousand  thus :  "  Who  is  the  image  of  the  invisible  God,  the 
Firstborn  of  every  creature."  What  does  that  expression, 
*•  every  creature,^'  mean  ?  You  find  it  again  in  the  twenty-third 
verse :  "  If  ye  continue  in  the  faith  grounded  and  settled,  and 
be  not  moved  away  from  the  hope  of  the  Gospel,  which  ye 
have  heard,  and  which  was  preached  to  every  creature  which  is 
under  heaven."  Does  that  mean  all  mankind?  Has  the 
Gospel  been  preached  to  all  mankind  ?  Not  at  all  I  What, 
then,  does  it  mean  ?  It  is  the  very  same  word  which  you 
find  in  Rom.  viii.  22  :  "  For  we  know  that  the  whole  creation 
(margin,  every  creature)  ffroaneth  and  travaileth  in  pain  together 
until  now.*'  You  find  ttie  same  in  Mark  xvi.  15  :  *^  Go  ye  into 
all  the  world,  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature^  Does 
that  mean  all  Adam's  race?  If  so,  it  has  never  been  fulfilled 
and  never  will  be.  The  corresponding  portion  in  Matt,  xxviii. 
19  says,  "all  nations."  These  are  "  the  nations  of  them  which 
are  saved "  (Rev.  xxi.  24),  all  God's  elect,  all  those  redeemed 
by  the  precious  blood  of  the  Lamb.  .AH  these  shall  have  the 
Gospel  brought  to  them  without  failure  or  miscarriage. 

*•  The  people  of  JKHOVAHVS  choice 
Are  roistered  on  high, 
And  they  shall  hear  His  sovereign  voice, 
And  by  His  grace  draw  nigh." 
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To  all  the  heavenly,  or  new  creation,  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is 
the  Firstborn,  the  Chief,  the  One  in  whom  all  true  excellency  is 
found ;  He  who  alone  is  able  to  explain  the  mystery  of  His  Father's 
will  to  His  brethren,  and  faithtuUv  carry  out  every  injunction 
laid  upon  Him  as  the  Executor  of  that  wUl.  "  For  by  BLim  were 
all  thmgs  created,  that  are  in  heaven,  and  that  are  in  earth, 
visible  and  invisible,  whether  they  be  thrones,  or  dominions,  or 

!>rincipalities,  or  powers ;  all  thingjs  were  created  by  Him,  and 
or  Him :  and  He  is  before  all  things,  and  by  Him  all  things 
consist.  And  He  is  the  Head  of  the  body,  the  Church,  who  is 
the  beginning,  the  Firstborn  from  the  dead,  that  in  all  things 
He  might  have  the  pre-eminence.  For  it  pleased  the  Father 
that  in  Him  should  aU  fulness  dwell.''  If  you  will  refer  to  Rom. 
viii.  29,  you  will  find  the  same  truth  concerning  Him.  "  For 
whom  He  did  foreknow,  He  also  did  predestinate  conformed  to 
the  image  of  His  Son,  that  He  might  be  the  Firstborn  amon^ 
manv  brethren."  Whenever  He  appears  in  the  midst  of  His 
brethren.  He  is  hailed  as  Chief  and  crowned  Lord  of  aU. 

Look  at  the  various  titles  given  to  Him  by  the  Holy  Ghost. 
Is  He  a  Priest!  Yes,  and  before  Him  all  other  priests  must 
stand  on  one  side.  All  the  priests  of  the  Old  Testament 
dispensation  retire  at  the  approach  of  our  Great  High  Priest. 
There  are  no  priests  now  in  the  eyes  of  the  Father  but  those 
whose  priesthood  stands  in  virtue  of  their  union  to  the  Great 
High  Priest  of  His  Church  and  people.  Turn  to  Heb.  iv.  14  : 
"  Seeing  then  that  we  have  a  GREAT  HIGH  PRIEST,  that  is 
passed  into  the  heavens,  Jesus  the  Son  of  God,  let  us  hold  fast 
our  profession."  In  the  twelfth  verse  you  see  Him  set  forth  as 
the  quick  and  powerful  Word  of  God,  the  Divider  between 
flesh  and  spirit,  nature  and  grace,  and  the  Discemer  of  the 
thoughts  and  intents  of  the  heart.  Is  He  a  Shepherd  ?  He 
is.  There  are  faithful  shepherds,  and  those  who  feed  them- 
selves and  starve  the  flock.  See  Ezek.  xxxiv.  1 — 10.  But 
whatever  the  character  of  the  shepherds  may  be,  when  the 
Shepherd  and  Bishop  of  souls  appears,  they  must  retire.  See 
how  blessedly  Paul  describes  Him  in  Heb.  xiii.  20,  21 :  "  Now 
the  God  of  peace  that  brought  again  from  the  dead  our  Lord 
Jesus,  that  GREAT  SHEPHERD  OF  THE  SHEEP,  through 
the  blood  of  the  everlasting  covenant,  make  you  perfect  m 
every  ffood  work  to  do  His  will,  working  in  you  that  which  is 
well-pleasing  in  His  sight,  through  Jesus  Christ,  to  whom  be 
glory  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen.  Is  He  God  t  He  is  THE 
GREAT  GOD  and  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  (Titus  ii.  13).  Is 
He  a  Rock?  Isaiah  sweetly  describes  Him  as  "A  GREAT 
ROCK  in  a  weary  land  "  (Isa.  xxxii.  2). 


"  Great  Rock,  for  weary  smners  made, 
When  storms  of  sin  infest  the  soul ; 
Here  let  me  rest  my  weary  head, 
When  lightnings  blase  and  thunders  roll. 
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Blest  with  the  pardon  of  her  rin, 

My  Boul  beneath  Thy  shade  would  lie  ; 
And  sing  the  love  that  took  me  in, 

And  others  left  in  sin  to  die." 

In  whatever  character  our  most  glorious  Christ  is  described  He 
must  be  chief.  Is  He  a  Corner-stone  ?  '^  Behold,  I  lay  in  Sion 
A  CHIEF  CORNER-STONE,  elect,  orecious;  and  He  that 
believeth  on  Him  shall  not  be  confounded'*  (1  Peter  ii.  6).  Is 
He  a  Shepherd?  Peter  says,  "When  THE  CHIEF  SHEP- 
HERD shall  appear,  ye  shall  receive  a  crown  of  glory  that 
fadeth  not  away  "  (1  Peter  v.  4).  Is  He  a  King  t  It  is  because 
"  God  hath  highly  exalted  Him,  and  given  Him  a  name  which  is 
above  every  name,  that  at  the  name  of  Jesus  every  knee  should 
bow,  of  things  in  heaven,  and  things  in  earth,  and  things  under 
the  earth ;  and  that  every  ton^e  should  confess  that  Jesus 
Christ  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father  "  (Phil.  ii.  9—11). 
I  love  to  dwell  upon  the  peerless  beauties  of  His  person  more 
than  upon  the  priceless  blessings  of  His  hand.  To  me  salvation 
would  be  unsatisfactory  without  the  Saviour;  the  promises 
would  not  be  precious  without  the  Promiser;  and  blessings 
would  be  wanting  without  the  presence  of  Him  in  whom  I  am 
biassed.  Those  of  us  to  whom  He  has*  graciously  revealed 
Himself  in  His  beauty,  bounty,  and  blessedness,  anxiously  wait 
for  the  time  to  come  round  when  He  will  take  us  to  Himself  up 
yonder,  and  when 

" we  shall  see  His  face, 

And  never,  never  ein  ; 
There  from  the  rivers  of  His  grace, 
Drink  endless  pleasures  in.*' 

May  He  add  His  blessing.    Amen. 


HYMN. 

Jebub,  the  glories  of  Thj  face 
Mj  songs  of  praise  record ; 

I  sing  the  overflowing  grace 
Of  my  beloved  LoiS. 

Thou  art  the  Father's  chief  delight ; 

Thy  beaaty  angels  view — 
Thou  art  all  fair  in  Zion's  sight, 

And  my  Beloved  too. 

Of  Thee  the  ancient  prophets  wrote, 

Of  Thee  let  Israel  sing ; 
And  heavVs  vast  choir,  in  ev*ry  note, 

Praise  my  beloved  King. 

Thy  precious  name  shall  joy  impart 

To  all  that  are  Thy  own ; 
In  life  and  death,  O  may  my  heart 

Be  my  Beloved's  throixe. 


JosKPH  Ibons. 
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CHRIST'S     HEAD. 


%   S^txman 

PUEACHBID  IN   GrOVE  ChAPEL,  CaMBBRWELL,   ON     SUNDAY  MORNINO, 

June  22nd,  1879,  by 

THOMAS    BRADBURY. 


•'  His  head  is  as  the  most  fine  gold." — Song  of  Solomon  v.  11. 

THE  former  part  of  this  very  precious  paragraph  contains  the 
answer  of  the  bride  to  the  daughters  of  Jerusalem  who 
had  not  been  blessed  with  the  soul-ravishing  view  of  the 
Beloved,  which  had  called  forth  her  expressions  of  admiration 
and  delight.  In  it  we  find  a  general  description  of  the  Beloved 
of  her  heart.  *'  My  Beloved  is  white  and  ruddy ;  the  Chiefest 
among  ten  thousand."  But  generalizing  will  not  do  for  the 
living  child  of  God,  either  in  the  contemplation  of  Uis  personal 
attractions,  the  spiritual  blessings  which  abound  by  Him,  or  those 
treasures  of  experienced  truth,  mercy,  and  grace  brought  to 
light  by  His  own  glorious  Gospel.  The  living  in  Jerusalem,  as 
taught  by  the  Spirit  of  truth,  long  for  the  experimental  posses- 
sion of  those  blessings  which  He  brings  home  to  the  hearts  of  all 
those  in  hallowed  association  with  Himself.  As  we  look  through 
God's  blessed  Word,  we  shall  find  in  the  expressions  of  spiritual 
experience,  as  flowing  from  the  hearts  of  the  saints,  this 
personal  intercourse  with  their  living  Head.  It  is  not  "  Lord, 
save  Thy  people,"  that  will  express  the  desire  of  a  living  soul ; 
but,  "  Lord,  save  me."  "  Lord  have  mercy  upon  us,  miserable 
sinners,"  can  be  intoned  in  public  by  proud  professors;  but, 
"  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner,"  is  only  breathed  by  burdened 
spirits  before  the  throne.  Look  at  a  few  personal  inquiries :  "  O 
when  wilt  Thou  come  unto  me?  "  (Psa.  ci.  2);  "  O  visit  me  with 
Thy  salvation  "  (Psa.  cvi.  4)  ;  "  Let  Thy  mercies  come  also  imto 
me,  0  LORD,  even  Thy  salvation,  accordinff  to  Thy  Word  " 
(^Psa.  cxix.  41) ;  "  Saw  ye  Him  whom  my  soul  loveth  ?  "  (Song 
iii.  3).  The  sinner  blessed  with  the  love  of  the  heavenly 
Bridegroom  is  oblivious  to  all  other  lovers.  He  is  the  one 
Object  of  the  heart's  affection,  admiration,  and  adoration :  hence 
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the  particularizing  of  the  varied  excellencies  revealed  in  Him  by 
the  Holy  Ghost.  Did  you  ever  notice  that  saying  of  the  Master 
in  John  xvi.  14  ?  I  know  you  have  read  it,  but  have  you  noticed 
it  ?  For  ofttimes  we  read  without  noticing.  "  He  shall  receive 
of  Mine,  and  show  it  unto  you."  It  is  not,  "  He  shall  take  Me ; 
but  Miner  My  blood  for  your  redemption.  My  righteousness 
for  your  justification.  My  intercession  for  your  acceptance.  My 
glory  for  your  security.  It  is  the  Spirit's  delight  to  reveal  that 
which  is  in  Christ  to  meet  and  satisfy  the  necessity  He  has 
created  in  the  heart  of  a  living  child.  "  He  shall  take  of  Mine.** 
Where  from  I  He  shall  take  it  from  the  written  Word,  He  shall 
take  it  from  the  Father's  everlasting  covenant  of  grace  for  the 
comfoi-t  and  consolation  of  the  Father's  children.  Is  a  child  of 
God  depressed,  desponding,  oppressed  with  a  sense  of  sin, 
and  groaning  for  the  enjoyment  of  God's  salvation  t  The  Spirit 
of  truth  must  and  will  reveal  that  salvation  unto  it.  Is  a  child  of 
God  labouring  for  deUverance  from  the  prison-house  of  captivity  ? 
The  Holy  Ghost  shall  take  of  Christ,  in  His  marvellous  achieve- 
ments of  ^race  as  Zion's  Redeemer  and  Deliverer,  and  show 
them  unto  it.  Is  a  child  of  God  troubled  and  cast  down  because 
of  daily  and  hourly  corruptions?  The  Holy  Spirit  will  reveal 
to  it  the  Fountain  opened  to  the  house  of  David  and  to  t^e 
inhabitants  of  Jerusalem.  Is  a  child  of  God  experiencing  con- 
demnation because  of  failure  in  respect  to  the  demands  of  God's 
righteous  law?  The  Holy  Ghost  must  take  of  the  Surety*s 
spotless  obedience  and  show  it  unto  him.  Is  the  child  of  God 
hungering  ftnd  thirsting  for  the  covenant  provisions  of  God's 
house  ?  The  Holy  Ghost  will  reveal  to  him  the  Master's  table 
spread  with  the  provisions  of  Divine  love  and  grace,  and  will 
cause  the  Masters  voice  to  be  heard,  saying,  "  Eat,  0  friends ; 
drink,  yea,  drink  abundantly,  0  beloved  "  (Sonff  v.  1).  Is  the 
burdened  seeker  sighing  and  crying  at  mercy's  door  ?  Are  the 
poor  and  needy  seeking  water,  finding  none,  and  their  tongue 
tailing  for  thirst!  They  want  to  pray,  but  know  not  how. 
"  The  Spirit  will  help  their  infirmities :  for  they  know  not  what 
to  pray  for  as  they  ought :  but  the  Spirit  itself  maketh  inter- 
cession for  them  with  groanings  which  cannot  be  uttered  "  (Rom. 
viii.  26).     He  will  reveal  to  such  a  precious  Christ,   the  all- 

Srevailing  Intercessor,  the  ever-powerful  Advocate  who  opens 
lis  mouth  for  the  dumb,  pleads  the  cause  of  the  poor,  and 
maintains  the  right  of  God's  afflicted  ones.  There  is  not  a  want 
or  necessity  produced  in  the  heart  of  a  tried  and  tempted  child 
of  God  by  the  grace  and  indwelling  of  God  the  ever-blessed 
Spirit,  but  He  will  supply  according  to  God's  riches  in  glory  Jjy 
Christ  Jesus,  to  cheer,  comfort,  and  encourage  the  weary  pilgrim 
on  his  wilderness  journey.     . 

If  we  look  through  the  whole  of  this  book  we  shall  find  no 
name  given  to  Him  but  that  of  Beloved.  We  cannot  find  Him 
there  by  the  name  of  JEHOVAH,  Christ,  Saviour,  or  Emmanuel^ 
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and  yet  He  is  there  in  the  blessedness  of  all  these.  We  find 
Him  as  our  Deliverer  from  all  doubts,  feai's,  cares,  and  anxieties 
ofttimos  experienced  by  us.  He  is  revealed  to  us  as  God's 
Christ,  whoso  name  is  as  ointment  poured  forth  to  all  those 
whom  He  brings  into  communion  and  fellowship  with  Himself. 
He  is  a  gracious  King  reigning  and  niling  in  the  afifections  of 
His  bride,  and  bringing  her  into  the  delightful  chamber  of  His 
grace  and  glory.  In  our  translation  of  Solomon's  Song  we  look 
tor  the  name  of  God,  but  we  cannot  find  it.  In  the  original  it  is 
found  in  that  precious  declaration  of  the  mutual  love  of  Christ 
and  His  bride  in  chap.  viii.  0:  *^  Set  me  as  a  seal  upon  Thine 
heart,  as  a  seal  upon  Thine  arm :  for  love  is  strong  as  death : 
jealousv  is  cruel  as  the  grave :  the  coals  thereof  are  coals  of  fire, 
which  hath  a  most  vehement  flame  "  (Hebrew,  "7%«  coaU  thereof 
are  the  flames  of  the  fire  of  the  Lord  " ).  The  flames  of  the  fire  of 
JEHOVAH-JESUS*^  eternal,  immutable  love.  In  all  the  rest  of 
the  book  we  fail  to  find  the  name  of  God,  and  vet  we  enjoy  His 

Serson  and  His  presence  there.  We  fail  to  find  the  name  of 
esus,  but  we  richly  enjoy  His  salvation  there.  We  fail  to 
discover  the  name  of  Emmanuel,  yet  the  King  brings  us  into 
His  house  of  wine  and  refreshes  our  souls  with  the  aboundings 
of  heavenly,  spiritual,  and  eternal  love.  But  let  us,  in  humble 
dependence  upon  the  guidance  and  grace  of  that  blessed  Spirit 
who  inspired  Solomon  to  write  these  words,  seek  for  a  little 
comfort,  encouragement,  and  instruction  from  the  same : — 

"  His  head  is  as  the  most  fine  gold." 

I. — We  will  seek  to  know  Scripturally  and  spiritually  what 
is  meant  by  "flt«  headr 

II. — Examine  the  metaphor — *^  /«  ae  the  most  fine  gold.** 

I. — "  His  head.**  We  will  look  at  several  portions  of  God's 
most  Holy  Word  which  may  serve  to  throw  light  upon  this 
metaphorical  and  illustrative  expression.  Turn  to  1  Cor.  xi.  3 : 
"  But  I  would  have  you  know."  And  I  would  have  i/cu  know, 
for  the  very  same  reason  that  the  apostle  thus  addresses  his 
Corinthian  friends.  In  these  days,  and  in  every  age  of  the 
Church,  Satan  will  do  his  utmost  to  hide  the  Headship  and 
sovereignty  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  from  those  in  experimental 
union  with  Him.  "  But  I  would  have  you  know  that  the  Head 
of  every  man  is  Christ."  Who  are  we  to  understand  by  "  erteri/ 
man  ?  **  If  we  take  the  words  in  the  universal  or  unUmited 
sense,  we  can  see  in  them  the  glorious  truth  that  Christ  is  Head 
of  and  over  all  things  to  His  Church.  Did  you  notice  that 
declaration  of  the  sovereignty  of  Christ  which  I  read  for  you  in 
Rev.  i.  17,  18  f  "  And  when  I  saw  Him,  I  fell  at  His  feet  as 
dead.  And  He  laid  His  right  hand  upon  me,  sa^ng  unto  me, 
Fear  not ;  I  am  the  First  and  the  Last :  I  am  He  that  liveth 
and  was  dead ;  and,  behold,  I  am  alive  for  evermore,  Amen ; 
and  have  the  keys  of  hell  and  of  death."  Our  blessed  Lord,  as 
Head  over  all  things,  saves  or  damns  whom  He  pleases.     I  say 
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this  with  all  solemnity  :  When  any  enter  that  dark  abode  over 
the  portal  of  which  is  written,  "  Hope  never  entered  here,"  a 
sovereign  Saviour  holds  the  key.  Tne  sovereign  prerogatives 
of  JEHOVAH-JESUS  form  a  delightful  theme  for  faith  to 
meditate  upon. 

"  Life,  death,  and  hell,  and  worlds  unknowni 
Hang  on  His  firm  decree  ; 
lie  sits  on  no  precarious  throne. 
Nor  l)orrows  leave  to  be  ." 

"  The  head  of  every  man  is  Christ."  What  are  wo  to  under- 
stand by  those  words — "  every  manJ*'  Not  universal  man.  Turn 
to  chapter  iv.  and  verse  5  :  "  Therefore  judge  nothing  before 
the  time,  until  the  Lord  come,  who  both  will  bring  to  hght  the 
hidden  things  of  darkness,  and  will  make  manifest  the  counsels 
of  the  hearts ;  and  then  shall  every  man  have  praise  of  GodJ'^ 
This  cannot  include  the  wicked  who  shall  then  be  the  subjects 
of  His  eternal  wrath.  You  will  find  the  same  expression  in 
chapter  xii.  7 :  *'  But  the  manifestation  of  the  Spirit  is  given  to 
every  man  to  profit  withal " — that  is,  every  man  in  union  with 
the  Christ  of  God.  To  every  member  of  the  one  body  the 
Spirit's  manifestation  is  given,  and  that  manifestation  is  given 
for  the  profit  of  all  the  members,  for  there  is  no  manifestation  or 
revelation  of  the  Spirit  without  profit.  Christ  is  the  Head  of 
all  the  members  of  His  body  the  Church.  "  And  the  head  of 
the  woman  is  the  man."  Here  we  obtain  a  view  of  Christ  in 
His  mystical  character.  He  is  the  anointed  Head  and  Repre- 
sentative of  g^ace.  He  is  the  appointed  Servant  of  the  Father. 
He  is  the  voluntary  Surety  ot  the  covenant.  He  is  the 
Responsible  One  to  obey,  suffer,  bleed,  and  die  for  the  bride  of 
His  heart.  He  is  the  faithful  Steward  to  confer  every  covenant 
blessing  designed  for  her ;  for  the  everlasting  safety  and  security 
of  His  Church  in  Himself,  and  for  its  perfect  presentation  before 
His  Father's  face  in  glory.  **  Wherefore  in  all  things  it  behoved 
Him  to  be  made  like  unto  His  brethren,  that  He  might  be  a 
merciful  and  faithful  High  Priest  in  things  pertaining  to  God,  to 
make  reconciliation  for  the  sins  of  the  people.  For  in  that  He 
Himself  hath  suffered  being  tempted,  He  is  able  to  succour 
them  that  are  tempted"  (Heb.  ii.  17,  18).  Though  He  is 
exalted  high  above  every  name,  yet,  at  this  very  moment,  He 
forgets  not  His  suffering  members,  but  opens  His  mouth  for  the 
dumb,  pleads  successfully  the  right  of  the  poor,  and  maintains 
the  right  of  His  afflicted  ones. 

"  The  Head  of  Christ  is  God.^^  Look  throughout  the  whole 
history  of  our  blessed  Saviour  upon  earth,  and  you  will  see  Him 
ever  obedient  to  the  Father,  submissive  to  His  will,  and  acting 
according  to  the  Father's  purpose  and  good  pleasure  from  first 
to  IfiUBt.  In  Isa.  xlii.  1,  the  Father  expresses  His  delight  in  the  person 
and  service  of  Christ :  "  Behold  My  Servant  whom  I  uphold ;  Mine 
Elect,  in  whom  My  soul  delightetb."    We  have  this  Scripture 
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quoted  in  Matt.  xii.  18,  where  we  see  the  Son  hs  the  Servant, 
while  service  affects  not  His  glorious  equality  as  Son  with  the 
Father.  "  The  Father  loveth  the  Son,  and  hath  given  all  things 
into  His  hand  "  (John  iii.  35).  Listen  to  the  Son's  declaration 
of  the  confidence  reposed  in  Him  by  the  Father :  "  As  Thou 
hast  given  Him  power  over  all  flesh,  that  He  should  give  eternal 
life  to  as  many  as  Thou  hast  ^ven  Him.  And  this  is  life  eternal, 
that  they  (the  given  ones)  might  know  Thee  the  only  true  God, 
and  Jesus  Christ  whom  Thou  nast  sent."  That  Christ  was  the 
Servant  and  Equal  of  the  Father  can  be  proved  from  many 
portions  of  the  New  Testament  Scriptures.  Look  at  these: 
"  Mv  Father  is  greater  than  1 "  (John  xiv.  28).  "  £  and  My 
Father  are  one  "  (John  x.  30^.  One  in  nature  ;  one  in  essence ; 
one  in  purpose ;  one  in  design :  one  in  desire ;  one  in  deter- 
mination ;  one  in  the  grand  achievements  of  grace,  and  one  in 
the  salvation  and  glorification  of  the  elect ;  yet  the  truth  holds 
good :  '*  My  Father  is  greater  than  L"  Li  this  we  see  the  fact 
that  "  the  Head  of  Christ  is  God."  Here  I  would  ask,  What 
would  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  have  been,  and  what  would  He 
now,  or  ever,  be  in  the  experience  of  His  people,  were  it  not  for 
the  Father's  appointment  of  Him  as  Head  of  His  body  the 
Church  t  Were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  the  Christ  of  God  was 
set  apart  in  the  counsels  of  eternity  to  be  the  Surety  and  Saviour 
of  His  people,  and  in  their  place  perform  everytmng  for  them, 
and  see  that  by  His  blessed  Spint  every  covenant  blessing  is 
performed  in  them,  what  would  He  be  ?  Nothing  at  all  to  His 
Dride,  to  the  exercised  hearts  of  those  who  are  taught  to  seek 
after  Him  with  their  plaintive  cry,  **  Saw  ye  Him  whom  my  soul 
loveth?" 

^'Hia  head''     Having  considered  the  Head  of  Christ  is  God 
the  Father,   we  are   now  brought  to  contemplate  Him  in  the 

§lory  of  His  own  eternal  power  and  Godhead.  He  is  *^  the 
rightness  of  the  Father's  glory,  and  the  express  image  of  His 
person  "  (Heb.  i.  3).  If  you  turn  to  Dan.  ii.  37,  38,  you  will 
read  concerning  Nebuchadnezzar,  "  Thou,  0  king,  art  a  king  of 
kings:  for  the  God  of  heaven  hath  given  thee  a  kingdom, 
power,  and  strength,  and  glory.  And  wheresoever  the  children 
of  men  dwell,  the  beasts  of  the  field,  and  the  fowls  of  the 
heaven  hath  He  given  into  thine  hand,  and  hath  made  thee 
ruler  over  all.  Thou  art  that  head  of  gold."  Sovereign  majesty 
was  manifested  in  the  person  of  Nebuchadnezzar  who  was  the 
believing  head  of  an  idolatrous  empire.  In  mentioning  him,  I 
do  it  for  the  purpose  of  setting  before  you  that  glorious  truth 
which  he  confessed  so  fully  as  recorded  in  Daniel  iv.  34 — 37  : 
"  And  I  blessed  the  Most  High,  and  I  praised  and  honoured  Him 
that  liveth  for  ever,  whose  dominion  is  an  everlasting  dominion, 
and  His  kingdom  is  from  generation  to  generation :  and  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  earth  are  reputed  as  nothing :  and  He  doeth 
according  to  His  will  in  the  army  of  heaven,  and  aQiong  the 
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inhabitantK  of  the  earth  :  and  none  can  stay  His  hand,  or  say 
unto  Him,  What  doest  Thou  1 "  Here  we  see  the  glorious 
sovereignty  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  As  God  over  all  blessed 
for  ever,  He  is  Head  of  His  Church  and  people.  We  rejoice  to 
know  Him  as  the  Surety  of  the  covenant,  the  Mediator  between 
God  and  elect  men,  who,  having  accomplished  their  salvation,  has 
entered  into  heaven's  highest  glory  invested  with  all  authority, 
dominion,  and  power  for  His  people,  while  all  in  heaven,  earth, 
and  hell  bow  down  before  Him  and  acknowledge  that  He  is 
Lord  and  Sovereign  of  all,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father.  In 
the  words  "  His  head  "  we  behold  His  glorious  divinity.  His 
Godhead  shines  forth  in  every  thought,  word,  look,  and  act  of 
His  mediatorial  work.  That  which  crowns  His  glorious  salva- 
tion is  His  divinity.  This  is  revealed  to  faith  wherever  He 
appears.  It  matters  not  how  deep  His  humih'ation,  how  terrible 
His  sufferings,  or  bitter  His  agony,  the  Great  I  AM  appears  in 
Him.  He  was  weak,  weaiy,  and  worn,  yet  the  great  and  mighty 
God.  He  was  the  meek  and  lowly  Lamb  oi  God,  yet  "  the 
blessed  and  only  Potentate,  the  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of 
lords"  (1  Tim.vi.  15). 

"  There's  not  a  ray  of  glory  known 
Around  the  great  JEHOVAH'S  throne, 
Which  my  Redeemer  does  not  wear. 
Proclaiming  His  own  Godhead  there." 

Turn  with  me  to  Psalm  cxxxv.  5,  6 :  **  For  I  know  that  the 
LORD  is  great,  and  that  our  Lord  is  above  all  gods.  Whatso- 
ever the  LORD  pleased,  that  did  He  in  heaven,  and  in  earth,  in 
the  seas,  and  all  deep  places.  Look  at  Psalm  cxiii.  4 — 8  : 
*'  The  LORD  is  high  above  all  nations,  and  His  glory  above  the 
heavens.  Who  is  like  imto  the  LORD  our  God,  who  dwelleth 
on  hiffh  i "  or,  according  to  the  marginal  rendering,  "  exaltetk 
Himaetf  to  dwell  on  high?  "  Yes,  He  exalteth  Himself  to  dwell 
on  high  in  the  affections  of  His  people,  and  over  all  things  for 
them.  '*  Who  humbleth  Himself  to  behold  the  things  that 
are  in  heaven,  and  in  the  earth.  He  raiseth  up  the  poor  out  of 
the  dust,  and  lifteth  the  needy  out  of  the  dunghill ;  that  He 
may  set  him  with  princes,  even  with  the  princes  of  His  people." 
These  are  precious  and  elorious  truths,  but  hatod  and  i^ored 
by  the  carnal  mind.  During  the  whole  of  His  eailhly  pilgrimage, 
and  now  in  the  testimony  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  in  the  appearance 
of  that  testimony  in  the  hearts  of  His  people,  the  Christ  of  God  is 
despised  and  rejected.  Wherever  the  sovereignty  of  Christ  is 
acknowledged,  it  is  sure  to  meet  with  the  enmity  and  opposition 
of  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil.  But  though  hated  and 
opposed.  He  is  the  eternally  loved  one  of  His  Father,  and 
adored,  worshipped,  and  glorified  by  the  whole  of  His  elect, 
redeemed,  and  regenerate  people. 

"  His  heady    Now  turn  to  that  blessed  declaration  given  in 
Matt.  viii.  20.   There  is  much  sweetness  and  preciousness  in  this 
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chapter  to  my  soul.  There  I  see  revealed  just  that  Christ  who 
is  suited  to  my  wants  and  necessities — the  Christ  who  has  put 
away  my  sins  and  bears  with  me  in  all  my  infirmities — the  Chnst, 
who,  though  high  in  the  glory  of  God  the  Father,  yet  comes 
down  to  the  deepest  depths  of  my  sorrows,  troubles,  and  distress. 
In  the  fii'st  part  of  the  chapter  He  is  seen  touching  a  leper,  but 
contracting  no  defilement,  while  He  imparts  His  own  pmity  and 
perfection.  The  second  part  reveals  Him  healing  with  a  word 
the  centurion's  servant :  "  Go  thy  way ;  and  as  thou  hast 
believed,  so  be  it  done  unto  thee."  At  His  touch  the  fever  of 
Peter's  wife's  mother  fled,  and  health  was  restored  to  her.  Those 
possessed  with  devils  came  to  Him,  "  and  He  cast  the  spirits  out 
with  His  word,  and  healed  all  that  were  sick  :  that  it  might  be 
fulfilled  which  was  spoken  by  Esaias  the  prophet.  Himself  took 
our  inftrmities,  and  bare  our  sicknesses.^^  For  many  a  long  year 
that  was  a  puzzle  to  me.  How  could  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  who 
had  a  perfectly  sinless  body,  free  from  all  imperfection  and 
impurity — a  body  which  sin  could  not  mar  or  defile,  and  in 
which  none  of  sin's  effects  could  be  found — how  could  He  take 
our  infirmities  and  bear  our  sicknesses  1  Ah,  my  dear  friends, 
the  mystery  was  cleared  up  in  that  personal  pronoun,  "  own" 
Not  His  infirmities,  not  His  sicknesses ;  but  He  was  compassed 
about  and  burdened  with  our  infirmities  and  sicknesses,  it  is  a 
precious  mercy  for  the  poor,  tried,  and  exercised  child  of  God 
who  is  bowed  down  beneath  the  weight  of  physical  and  mental 
infirmity,  to  know  that  Jesus,  his  lovmg  Head  and  Representa- 
tive, has  borne  it  all  for  him.  But  this  is  the  verse  to  which  I 
desire  to  direct  your  attention :  "  And  Jesus  said  imto  him,  The 
foxes  have  holes,  and  the  birds  of  the  air  have  nests  ;  bitt  the  Son 
of  Man  hath  not  where  to  lay  His  headJ*  He  was  brought  to  that 
low  spot  for  the  good  of  His  people.  Have  you  ever  been 
brougnt  there?  I  have,  and  so  have  some  ot  you;  for  you 
know  what  it  is  spmetimes  to  seek  for  a  place  of  rest  and  quiet- 
ness, and  to  experience  that  which  is  so  beautifully  expressed  in 
the  words  of  the  benediction,  "  The  peace  of  God  which  passeth 
all  understanding."  Instead  of  peace  we  are  in  the  midst  of  con- 
flict. Instead  of  rest  we  find  disquietude.  Instead  of  ease  we  are 
filled  with  distress  in  the  silent  watches  of  the  night,  when  all 
around  are  sleeping,  our  wearied  eyelids  and  aching  heads  seek 
for  "  balmy  sleep,  nature  s  sweet  restorer ; "  but  it  comes  not. 
We  then  remember  the  words  of  the  Master,  **  The  Son  of  Man 
hath  not  where  to  lay  His  head." 

*'  When  vexing  thoughts  within  me  rise, 
And,  sore  dismayed,  my  spirit  dies, 
Yet  He,  who  once  vouchsafed  to  bear 
ITie  sickening  anguish  of  despair, 
Shall  sweetly  soothe,  shall  gently  dry. 
The  throbbing  heart,  the  streaming  eye." 

Rest  He  found  not  because  the  disquietude  of  His   people  wu« 
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Hie.  Now  He  has  found  and  enjovs  Hie  rest,  according  to  the 
words  of  the  prophet:  "His  rest  shall  be  glorious  "  (Isaiah  xi.  10). 
The  rest  of  a  precious  Christ  is  in  the  bosom  of  the  Father,  and, 
blessed  be  His  holy  name,  He  also  finds  it  in  the  heaving  and 
anxious  bosom  of  the  child  of  God  in  whom  the  Spirit  of  adop- 
tion gently  cries,  "Abba,  Father."  In  all  such  hearts,  a 
precious  Christ,  who  sought  rest  in  the  days  of  His  flesh  and 
found  none,  now  finds  and  enjoys  a  resting  place  and  quiet  peace. 
The  fact  that  the  Son  of  Man  had  not  where  to  lay  His  head, 
leads  us  to  contemplate  His  sacred  humanity.  His  precious  body 
and  mind  experienced  temptation,  toil,  trial,  and  tribulation 
unknown  to  all  beside  Himself,  even  to  His  brethren  whom  He 
brings  into  the  sweet  participation  of  rest  with  Him  through 
His  want  of  it.  Look  at  Him  as  the  Head  of  His  people 
going  forth  to  sorrow  and  to  death  for  their  salvation.  In  the 
school  of  human  sufiering  He  learned  how  to  perfectly  sympathise 
with  His  poor  and  afflicted  people  in  every  temptation  they 
experience,  and  in  every  trial  which  brings  them  aown  to  the 
dust  of  spiritual  death  where  they  cry  to  Him  for  deUverance  there- 
from. That  is  a  very  blessed  Scnpture  which  you  wiU  find  in 
Isaiah  Ixiii.  9  :  "  In  all  their  affliction  He  was  afflicted,  and  the 
aneel  of  His  presence  saved  them :  in  His  love  and  in  His  pity  He 
redeemed  them ;  and  He  bare  them,  and  carried  them  all  the 
days  of  old." 

"  As  man,  a  Man  of  sorrows,  Thou 
Hast  suffered  every  haman  woe, 
And  thus  enthroned  in  glory  now 
Canst  pity  all  Thy  saints  below. 

Sweet  thought,  my  Saviour,  but  for  this 

I  could  not  tell  my  grief  to  Thee  ; 
Nor  hope  that  Thou,  midst  all  Thy  bliss 

And  glory.  Lord,  couldst  feel  for  me.** 

It  is  our  high  privilege  with  Paul  to  know  and  comfess,  **  For  we 
have  not  a  high  priest  which  cannot  be  touched  with  the  feeling 
of  our  infirmities ;  but  was  in  all  points  tempted  like  as  we  are, 
yet  without  sin  "  (Heb.  iv.  15).  Thus  we  see  our  blessed  Lord 
as  the  Head  of  power,  sovereigntv,  and  dominion,  and  of  suffer- 
ing, sympathy,  and  succour  to  flis  Church.  And  we  delight, 
yet  crieve,  to  behold  Him  sweating,  groaning,  d^ng  to  satisfy 
the  claims  of  His  Father's  justice,  and  in  the  set  time  to  favour 
Zion — to  satisfy  those  cravings  and  longings  which  He  has 
created  by  the  grace  of  His  Spirit  in  our  hearts. 
**  His  keadJ^     We  have  been  singing, — 

"  The  Head  that  once  was  crowned  with  thorns, 
Is  crowned  with  glory  now  ; 
A  royal  diadem  adorns 
The  mighty  Victor's  brow.'* 

High  in  the  heights  of  glory  our  most  glorious  Christ  is  crowned 
by  the  Father  as  Head  over  all  things  to  His  Church.  Notice 
how  this  is  set  before  us  in  Eph.  i.  17 — 23 :  "  That  the  God  of 
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oar  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Father  of  glory,  may  give  unto  you 
the  Spirit  of  wisdom  and  revelation  in  the  knowledge  of  Him  : 
the  eyes  of  your  underetauding  being  enlightened ;  that  ye  may 
know  what  is  the  hope  of  His  calling,  and  what  the  riches  of  the 
glory  of  His  inheritance  in  the  saints,  and  what  is  the  exceeding 
greatness  of  His  power  to  usward  who  believe,  according  to  the 
working  of  His  mighty  power,  which  He  wrought  in  Christ, 
when  He  raised  Him  from  the  dead,  and  set  Him  at  His  own 
right  hand  in  the  heavenly  places,  far  above  all  principality,  and 
power,  and  mi^ht,  and  dominion,  and  every  name  that  is  named, 
not  only  in  this  world,  but  also  in  that  which  is  to  come,  and 
hath  put  all  things  under  His  feet,  and  gave  Him  to  be  the 
Head  over  all  things  to  His  Church,  which  is  His  body,  the  ful- 
ness of  Him  that  filleth  all  in  all."  Now  turn  to  Col.  i.  16  : 
"  For  by  Him  were  all  things  created,  that  are  in  heaven,  and 
that  are  in  earth,  visible  and  invisible,  whether  they  be  thrones, 
or  dominions,  or  principalities,  or  powers:  all  things  were 
created  by  Him,  and  for  Him :  and  He  is  before  all  things,  and 
by  Him  all  things  consist  And  He  is  the  Head  of  the  body,  the 
Church :  who  is  the  be^nning :  the  Firstborn  from  the  dead : 
that  in  all  things  He  mi^ht  have  the  pre-eminence."  We  see 
this  glorious  fact  in  Paul  s  epitome  of  Divinity  giv4n  in  Phil,  ii, 
5 — 11 :  "  Let  this  mind  be  in  you,  which  was  also  in  Christ 
Jesus :  who,  being  in  the  form  of  God,  thought  it  not  robbery 
to  be  equal  with  God,  but  made  Himself  of  no  reputation,  and 
took  upon  Him  the  form  of  a  servant,  and  was  made  in  the 
likeness  of  men :  and  being  found  in  fashion  as  a  man.  He 
humbled  Himself,  and  became  obedient  unto  death,  even  the 
death  of  the  cross.  Wherefore  God  also  highly  exalted  Him, 
and  gave  Him  a  name  which  is  above  every  name :  that  at  the 
name  of  Jesus  every  knee  should  bow,  of  tmngs  in  heaven,  and 
things  in  earth,  and  things  under  the  earth;  and  that  every 
ton^e  should  confess  that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of 
God  the  Father."  With  Him  in  yonder  glory,  though  they  are 
upon  earth.  His  living  membera  enjoy  the  blessings  and  privi- 
leges of  the  everlasting  covenant  of  grace.  Ay,  and  those  of 
His  who  appear  to  be  wholly  swallowed  up  with  earth  and 
earthly  things  shall  be  brought  by  Him  to  acknowledge  Him 
Head  over  afl  things  to  and  for  the  Church.  If  we  confess  our 
oneness  and  allowance  to  Him  we  are  sure  to  meet  with  the 
world's  scorn  ana  hatred. 

"  His  head.''  Turn  with  me  to  Paul's  testimonjr  in  Eph.  v. 
23,  24 :  "  For  the  husband  is  the  head  of  the  wife,  even  as 
Christ  is  the  Head  of  the  Church :  and  He  is  the  Saviour  of  the 
body.  Therefore,  as  the  Church  is  subject  unto  Christ,  so  let 
the  wives  be  to  their  own  husbands  in  everything."  What  a 
^orious  view  we  here  obtain  of  Christ  the  heavemjr  Husband, 
tne  Head  of  His  body.  Christ  in  His  Divine  nature  is  the  Head 
of  His  mediatorial  kingdom  and  work.    Christ  in  His  human 
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nature  is  beheld  as  the  Head  of  His  elect  and  redeemed 
brethren.  Christ  risen  and  ascended  to  the  heights  of  ^'^ry  ^^ 
Head  over  all  things  to  His  Church.  But  here  we  see  Him  God 
and  Man,  the  Head  of  His  Church.  *'  The  husband  U  t/te  head  of 
the  t(nfe.^^  Why  was  this  designed  ?  For  him  to  oppress,  to 
reign  ovrer,  and  to  overbear?  No  such  thing,  though  a  wife 
who  reverences  her  husband  will  never  object  in  spirit  before 
her  God,  like  Sarah,  to  call  him  lord.  Why  speak  I  thust  To 
lead  your  minds  away  from  the  natural  to  the  spiritual,  to  a 
glorious  truth  revealed  in  God's  blessed  Word.  The  husband 
is  the  head  of  the  wife  to  provide  for,  protect,  and  perfect  her. 
Thus  the  Lord  Jesus  Chi-ist  is  the  Husband  and  the  Head  of 
His  Church,  having  taken  it  to  Himself  in  covenant  to  provide 
for  every  necessity  she  may  experience,  protect  her. from  every 
danger,  and  perfect  her  with  Himself  in  eternal  glory.  It  is  a 
blessed  privilege  to  know  Him  as  the  Head  oi  the  Church. 
Turn  with  me  to  Rom.  xii.  4,  5:  "For  as  we  have  many 
members  in  one  body,  and  all  members  have  not  the  same  office, 
so  we,  being  many,  are  one  body  in  Christ,  and  every  one 
membera  one  of  another."  You  see  the  same  in  1  Cor.  xii.  12 : 
^*  For  as  the  body  is  one,  and  hath  many  members,  and  all  the 
members  of  that  one  body,  being  many,  are  one  body,  so  also 
is  Christ.  But  now  hath  God  set  the  members  every  one  of 
them  in  the  body,  as  it  hath  pleased  Him,"  It  is  of  God's 
mercy  that  I  do  not  occupy  a  position  in  the  body  of  Christ 
according  to  my  prayers,  desires,  or  wishes,  but  according  to 
the  good  pleasure  of  the  Father's  will.  **  And  if  thev  were  all 
one  member,  where  were  the  body  ?  but  now  are  they  many 
members,  yet  but  one  body."  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  the 
great  and  glorious  Head  of  His  one  body,  from  whom  every 
influence,  motive,  and  act  of  the  body  proceeds.  Whatever 
the  body  does,  the  spring  of  action  is  in  the  head.  Does  my 
hand  see,  hear,  think,  consider,  or  influence  the  body?  No! 
The  head  sees,  thinks,  considers,  and  influences  the  whole  body. 
According  to  the  thoughts  of  the  head  the  body  is  provided 
for.  Thus  I,  a  poor  uncomely  member  of  my  Lora s  body, 
realising  my  oneness  with  Him  and  enjoying  sweet  and  blessed 
association  and  communion  with  Him,  find  that  He,  my  precious 
Head  and  Husband,  has  treasured  up  for  me  with  undisturbed 
security  all  that  the  Father  designed  for  me.  These  are  not 
according  to  my  vain,  ignorant,  and  fleshly  thoughts,  but 
according  to  the  eteraal  thoughts  of  love  and  peace  which 
Christ  my  Head  has  for  me.  He,  as  the  Husband  and  Head  of 
His  bride,  ever  thinks  for  her.  Solomon  says:  "The  wise 
man's  eyes  are  in  his  head  "  (Eccles.  ii.  14).  Where  are  yours? 
My  spiritual  eyes  are  in  my  Head.  Up  yonder,  in  the  heights 
of  glpry.  He  sees  every  member  of  His  body;  He  beholds  His 
bride,  and  notes  everything  concerning  her,  all  her  anxieties, 
cares,  and  necessities,  and  has  given  her  His  gracious  promise 
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that  He  will  be  JEHOVAH-JIREH  to  her  in  all  places  whither- 
soever she  shall  come.  0  my  soul,  whatever  be  thy  anxieties 
or  perplexities,  thy  Head  will  see  to  every  one  of  them. 

II. — Examine  the  metaphor — "  Is  as  the  most  fine  gold."  This 
metaphor,  no  doubt,  refers  to  the  appearance  of  the  head  of  a 
nation  crowned  with  gold  and  jewels.  The  majesty  and 
sovereignty  of  JEHOVAH-JESUS  is  set  forth  in  this  light  in 
Rev.  xiv.  14:  "On  His  head  were  many  crowns."  These  set 
before  our  minds  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  reigning  over  all  thin^ 
for  His  Father's  glory  and  His  people's  good.  His  Headship  is 
described  in  the  original  by  the  douole  expression,  *^  ^old,  gold." 
As  He  is  viewed  in  His  divinity,  humanity,  humihation,  or 
exaltation,  He  is  "gold,  gold."  The  bride,  by  the  teaching  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  seems  to  ransack  all  creation  to  find  suitable 
metaphors  to  show  forth  the  superlative  excellencies  of  the 
chief  Object  of  her  heart's  affection  and  admiration.  Why 
"  gold,  gold  1 "  To  show  forth  His  matchless  perfections.  In 
the  first  place,  this  double  expression  denotes  brightness  and 
brilUancy;  and,  in  the  second  place,  firmness  and  fixedness. 
What  metal  have  we  so  precious,  pure,  and  perfect  as  gold  1 
What  is  it  that  the  heart  ol  the  miser  and  the  earth-worm  seeks 
after  and  is  determined  to  have  in  possession?  It  is  gold. 
What  is  it  that  the  living  child  of  Goa  seeks  after,  and  wmch 
alone  will  fill  his  heart  with  satisfaction,  gratification,  adoration, 
and  praise  ?  It  is  the  revelation  of  that  blessed  and  adorable 
One  who,  in  His  thoughts,  purposes,  and  acts  of  love  to  His 
bride,  was  ever  peerless  in  purity  and  perfection.  In  the  con- 
templation of  this  we  are  constrained  to  sing  those  precious 
words  of  Watts: 

'*  His  head,  the  dear  majestic  bead. 
That  cruel  thorns  did  wound. 
See  what  immortal  glories  shine, 
And  circle  it  around." 

In  that  head  the  perfection  of  wisdom  is  found.  In  tlie  heart 
of  our  beloved  Emmanuel  the  perfection  of  love  abounds. 
Blessed  be  God,  the  Holy  Ghost  will  not  fail  in  communicating 
these  to  the  hearts  of  those  for  whom  they  were  designed. 
There  is  not  a  desi^  of  love,  grace,  or  mercy  which  the  Father 
has  entrusted  to  Him  for  His  people  but  they  shall  experiment- 
ally possess.  Every  thought  of  His  heart,  every  look  of  His 
eye,  every  word  of  His  lip,  every  action  of  His  body  for  them 
while  He  was  here  upon  earth  or  before  the  throne  in  glory, 
must  be  theirs  in  all  the  glorious  and  unsullied  perfection  with 
which  He  holds  them.  Not  a  stain  shall  mar  the  fair  beauty  of 
a  single  blessing  designed  in  infinite  love  for  the  bride.  Not  a 
touch  of  Satan  shall  soil  the  comehness  of  Christ  which  the 
Father  decreed  for  the  Church,  and  which  the  Surety  holds  for 
her  in  undistu  rbed  security.  Is  sin  my  daily  grief  ?  His  salvation 
for  me  is  as  perfect  and  precious  as  infinite  wisdom  could  make 
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it.  1  do  love  to  dwell  and  feed  upon  the  blessed  saying  of  dear 
old  William  Gadsby,  which  has  ofttimes  thiilled  through  mv 
heart,  "  It  is  a  salvation  which  God  coidd  not  mend  and  devils 
cannot  mar."  Am  I  bowed  down  with  infirmity,  and  know  not 
how  to  pray  ?     The  intercession  of  my  gracious  Lord  is  all- 

{)OwerfuI  and  all-prevailing  for  me.  Are  my  enemies  too  many 
or  me  to  cope  with!  He  is  all-glorious  as  He  goes  forth 
riding  prosperously  in  majesty,  truth,  and  righteousness,  con- 
quering ana  to  conquer  all  my  foes  and  His. 

"  All  power  and  wisdom,  love  and  grace, 
Are  seen  in  our  Emmanuers  face ; 
All  glorious  in  the  Father's  view, 
The  brightness  of  His  glory  too." 

Therefore,  in  whatever  character  He  is  presented  to  our  view 
by  God  the  ever-blessed  Spirit — ^in  His  spotless  Manhood,  in 
His  glorious  Godhead,  in  His  mediatorial  engagements  and 
transactions,  in  His  appearing  before  the  face  of  the  Father  to 
bring  to  a  successful  issue  everything  in  the  covenant  concern- 
ing us — we  see  purity,  preciousness,  and  perfection,  and  Himself 
our  All  in  all.  Knowing  and  feeling  this,  we  thank  God  for  this 
part  of  the  bride's  adoring  description  of  Him : 

''  His  head  is  as  the  most  fine  gold." 

May  the  Lord  add  His  blessing  for  His  name's  sake.    Amen. 


Hymn. 

Exalted  on  His  glorious  throne, 

Dwells  Zion's  covenant  Head  ; 
And  sends  His  choicest  blessings  down, 

Kor  all  the  chosen  seed. 

He  is  our  ruling  Head,  alone 

In  heaven  and  earth  He  reigns  ; 
'Tis  His  authority  we  own, 

Whose  blood  removes  our  stains. 

He  is  our  Iwing  Head,  in  whom 

His  members  ever  live  : 
From  Him  the  s|)eeial  blessinji^K  come, 

.IKHOVAH  deigns  to  give. 

He  is  our  everlastina  ILobaI, 

For  us  exalted  high  : 
Because  He  lives,  He  has  once  saitl, 

That  we  shall  never  die. 

JotJEPH  Ikons. 
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CHRIST'S     LOCKS. 


Pbeachbd  in  Grove  Chapel,  Cambbewbll,  on   Sunday  Morning, 
June  29th,  1879,  by 

THOMAS    BRADBURY. 


"  His  locks  are  bushy  and  black  as  a  raven.*' — Song  of  Solomon  v.  11. 

UNSEARCHABLE  riches  aud  everlastiug  might  in  our 
JEHOVAU-JESUS  dwell,  and  though  it  has  pleased  God 
to  give  us  a  true  and  infaUible  account  of  Uis  rare  and  matchless 
excellences,  not  a  thousandth  part  of  them  have  ever  been 
revealed  to  the  most  highly  favoured,  the  most  deeply  taught, 
or  the  most  sweetly  indulged  of  the  members  of  His  spiritual 
body. 

The  Holy  Ghost  has  been  pleased  to  put  all  nature  under 
contribution  for  illustrations,  metaphors,  and  figures  to  show 
forth  the  beauty,  grandeur,  and  glory  of  Zion's  Beloved.  The 
mineral  kingdom  cannot  provide  sufficient  diamonds  or  gems  to 
describe  His  ^lory.  The  vegetable  kingdopi  is  unable  to  pro- 
duce roses,  lihes,  and  flowers  to  show  forth  His  sweetness  and 
gi'ace.  The  animal  kingdom  presents  illustrations  of  His 
majesty  and  meekness.  He  is  the  Lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah 
(Rev.  v.  5),  who  breaks  through  every  obstacle  for  His  people, 
and  before  whom  all  the  adversaries  of  His  Church  must  quail 
and  flee.  He  is  the  Lamb  of  God  (John  i.  29),  meek,  gentle, 
and  loving  to  the  weaklings  of  His  flock.  Tenderly  He  deals 
with  those  who  cannot  manage  their  own  affairs,  who  cannot 
take  a  single  step  alone,  and  who  are  unable  to  think,  look, 
speak,  or  act  for  themselves  in  any  way  without  manifesting 
some  weakness  or  infirmity.  Yes,  this  is  perfectly  true  in  the 
case  of  him  who  now  addresses  you.  There  may  be  some  of 
more  superior  metal  than  myself,  I  say,  there  may  be,  but  I  do 
not  say  there  are,  and  I  tell  you  honestly  and  candidly  I  do  not 
think  there  are,  for  God  '*  hath  made  of  one  blood  all  nations  of 
men  for  to  dwell  on  all  the  face  of  the  earth"  (Acts  xvii.  26).  The 
more  a  child  of  God  is  brought  into  the  enjoyment  of  His 

No.  137.— Pkicb  Onk  Pknny.  r^r^r^r^]t> 

Digitized  by  VjOOy  IC 


;5i)2  GROVE  CHAPEL  PULPIT. 

lovingkinduess  and  tender  raercy,  the  more  it  will  mourn  ove* 
its  own  shortcomings  and  infirmities.  The  more  a  lamb,  or 
sheep,  in  Christ's  flock  feels  the  warm  encirclings  of  His  loving 
arms,  the  gentle  pressure  to  His  bosom,  the  more  it  will  lament 
and  weep  over  its  conscious  weakness,  weariness,  and  woe. 
We  know  the  pleasure  and  the  pain  of  that  experience  expressed 
in  those  two  hues  by  Dr.  Watts : 

"  The  more  Thy  glories  strike  mine  eyes, 
The  humbler  I  shall  lie." 

The  more  we  are  brought  to  feed  upon  heavenly  provision,  the 
more  we  shall  hunger  and  thirst  after  it.  The  more  we  are 
carried  in  the  arms  of  everlasting  love,  the  more  we  sheJl  beg 
to  be  carried.  We  are  Hke  spoiled  children  in  this  respect. 
1  have  known  some  who  have  cried,  "Father,  carry  mel"  and 
the  father  has  carried  them  until  all  his  strength  and  patience 
has  been  exhausted.  But,  my  dear  friends,  there  is  no  exhaust- 
ing the  strength  and  patience  of  our  soul's  Beloved.  He  carries, 
and  He  will  carry.  He  bears,  and  He  will  bear.  He  upholds, 
and  He  will  uphold.  This  is  in  accordance  with  that  glorious 
chapter  which  I  read  for  you  this  morning,  Isaiah  xl.  It  is  a 
precious  chapter  to  me,  and  has  been  for  many  a  long  year. 
Look  at  this:  "He  shall  feed  His  flock  like  a  shepherd;  He  shall 
gather  the  lambs  with  His  arm,  and  carry  them  in  His  bosom, 
and  shall  gently  lead  those  that  are  with  young."  There  is  a 
glorious  Carrier  for  you.  But  let  me  ask  some  of  you  old  folk 
to  look  at  chapter  xlvi.  3,  4,  and  may  you  carry  it  home  with 
you,  not  simply  in  your  Bibles,  but  in  your  hearts  and  spiritual 
understandings:  "Hearken  unto  Me,  O  house  of  Jacob,  and  all 
the  remnant  of  the  house  of  Israel,  which  are  borne  by  Me  from 
the  belly,  which  are  carried  from  the  womb :  and  even  to  your 
old  age  I  am  He;  and  even  to  hoar  hairs  will  I  carry  you;  even 
I  will  carry,  and  will  deliver  you."  There  you  behold  a  glorious 
sight!  The  weak  babe,  the  strong  young  man,  and  the 
enfeebled  veteran  carried  in  the  arms  of  everlasting  love.  But 
it  is  oui-s  this  morning  to  meditate  upon  a  very  precious  portion 
of  God's  most  Holy  Word,  and  consider  some  of  the  I'are  excel- 
lences which  appear  in  the  Bridegroom  of  the  Church.  The 
bride,  having  charged  the  daughters  of  Jerusalem  concerning 
her  Bridegroom,  is  met  with  a  question  which  betrays  their  lack 
of  the  knowledge  she  possessed  of  the  Bridegioom's  beauties 
and  excellences:  "What  is  thy  Beloved  more  than  another 
beloved,  that  thou  dost  so  charge  us?"  But  their  ignorance 
was  the  cause  of  this  glorious  description  of  the  Bridegroom  by 
the  bride.  Here  I  would  ask  you  again  to  notice  that  little 
word  "50."  "That  thou  dost  so  charge  us."  In  the  bride's 
inquiries  and  charges,  Christ  was  All  in  all.  It  has  been  said  of 
me,  '*  Whenever  he  opens  his  mouth,  he  has  nothing  to  talk 
about  but  Christ."  When  I  went  to  preach  God's  truth  at  Edge- 
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green,  in  Lancashire,  after  I  had  been  there  a  few  months,  some 
of  the  mad  professors  said,  "  That  man  cannot  preach  but  it  is 
all  Christ.  It  is  Christ  everything  with  him,  and  none  of  the 
variety  of  the  Word."  Oh,  my  dear  friends,  if  Christ  appears 
not  in  the  variety  of  the  Word,  the  variety  may  go  for  me. 

•'  Christ  is  my  All ;  where  should  I  go  ? 
Without  Him  I  can  nothing  do  ! 
Helpless  and  weak,  a  sinner  great, 
Yet  in  His  righteousness  complete." 

Wherever  I  may  go,  or  whatever  I  may  do,  may  it  be  my  lot  to 
find  and  acknowledge  Him.  Do  I  sing?  I  desire  to  hear  the 
voice  of  my  Beloved.  Do  I  pray?  I  want  to  feel  an  interest  in 
ray  Saviour's  sweet  intercession.  Do  I  preach  ?  I  long  to  know 
that  it  is  no  more  I  that  preach,  but  Christ  preaching  through 
and  by  me.  Whenever  I  appear  before  you,  the  desire  of  my 
heart  is,  that  He  who  is  **  the  chiefest  among  ten  thousand " 
may  be  seen  by  the  eyes  of  your  spiritual  understanding.  I 
thank  God  that  I  know  it  is  so  in  many  instances. 

*'  My  Beloved  is  white"  There  we  see  Him  in  the  purity  of 
His  person.  "  My  Beloved  is  ruddy."  There  we  behold  Him  in 
the  perfection  of  His  mediatorial  suflFerings  and  sorrows.  *^  My 
Beloved  is  the  chiefest  among  ten  thousand"  It  matters  not  where 
we  appear,  in  what  company  we  are  found,  or  how  numerous 
our  spiritual  associates  may  be,  Christ  is  All  and  in  all.  We  love 
to  dwell  upon  His  beauties.  A  passing  glance  will  never  truly 
satisfy  the  heart  once  smitten  with  His  charms. 

"  With  Him  I  daily  love  to  walk, 
Of  Him  my  soul  delights  to  talk  ; 
On  Hira  I  cast  my  every  care ; 
Like  Hini  one  day  I  shall  api)ear.'.* 

To  know  Him  in  the  inexpressible  realities  of  heart-communion 
is  the  joy  and  deHght  of  living  and  loving  souls;  and  with 
them,  whatever  be  the  theme,  doctrine,  experience,  practice,  or 
persona,  Christ  is  the  chief.  "  His  head  is  as  the  most  fine  gold" 
Here  we  see  JEHOVAH  the  Father  the  Head  of  Christ.  We 
admire  the  glory  of  His  Godhead.  We  adore  Him  in  His 
glorious  sovereignty.  We  know  Hira  as  the  Head  of  His  Church. 
As  the  Head  He  thinks  for  the  whole  body.  He  sees  all  its  con- 
cerns and  cares.  He  governs  all  its  movements,  and  controls 
every  action.  He  supplies  every  want,  and  ministers  to  every 
necessity.  He  is  most  precious.  The  experience  of  this  caused 
Asaph,  after  many  painful  exercises,  to  cry  out:  ^*  Whom  have  I 
in  heaven  but  Thee?  and  there  is  none  upon  earth  that  I  desire 
beside  Thee"  (Psa.  Ixxiii.  25).  It  is  not:  "  There  is  none  upon 
earth  that  I  desire  in  compaiison  of  Thee."  Comparison 
utterly  fails  before  the  revelation  of  a  precious  Christ  to  the 
waiting  hearts  of  His  elect  and  redeemea  brethren.  Our  dear 
friend  and  brother  Rolleston  set  this  forth  most  blessedly  the 
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other  Tuesday  night,  when  he  said:  "As  a  loving  wife  rejoices 
to  see  all  honour  resting  upon  her  husband,  so  the  bride,  the 
Church,  loves  to  see  her  heavenly  Bridegroom  crowned  with 
majesty,  glory,  dominion,  and  power,  and  m  Him  concentrated 
every  beauty  and  grace  which  adorns  her  person." 

*'  Jesus,  in  Thee,  my  sonVs  delight, 
What  matchless  beauties  tempt  my  sight ; 
Compared  with  Thee,  the  solar  ray 
In  shades  and  darkness  dies  away." 

Now  we  will  for  a  little  while  consider  the  precious  portion 
which  I  have  read  to  you  as  ray  text, 

**  His  locks  are  bushy  and  black  as  a  raven." 
" His  locks''  What  are  we  to  understand  by  these  words ? 
The  bride,  by  the  leading  and  guidance  of  God  the  ever-blessed 
Spirit,  is  captivated  with  the  incomparable  beauties  revealed  in 
her  Beloved.  She  contemplates  Him  in  His  sovereignty  and 
kingly  power.  She  glories  in  His  might,  majesty,  and  dominion. 
She  dehghts  to  particularise,  and  in  particularising  she  admires 
the  locks  springing  and  flowing  from  His  head.  In  these  we 
are  led  to  view  the  fruits  of  His  sovereignty,  majesty,  and 
Headship  over  all  things  to  His  Church.  As  spiritual  beings  in 
union  with  Christ  we  love  to  follow  where  His  good  Spirit 
leads.  I  love  to  go  to  the  spring,  the  source,  and  foundation  of 
all  things,  and  into  a  Scriptural  and  spiritual  understanding  of 
the  doings,  excellencies,  and  beauties  of  my  Husband,  Head, 
and  Lord.  I  love  to  trace  the  wonders  of  His  grace,  not  only 
from  the  time  when  He  first  drew  me  with  the  cords  of  His  love, 
and  revealed  Himself  in  me,  but,  to  coin  a  phrase,  I  go  back  to 
a  time  before  time  was,  or,  to  a  period  before  periods  began.  I 
deHght  to  be  led  by  God  the  ever-blessed  Spirit  to  contemplate 
those  glorious  covenant  transactions  which  secured  the  salvation 
and  glorification  of  the  whole  elect  of  God,  when  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  was  set  up  as  the  Head  and  Representative  of 
grace,  as  the  Surety  of  the  everlasting  covenant,  as  the  Sponsor 
or  God-Father  of  His  people,  the  only  true  God-Father  that 
ever  lived.  We  know  of  no  God-Father  but  that  blessed  and 
adorable  One,  who,  in  all  His  excellency,  glory,  might,  and 
power  held  Himself  responsible,  and  vowed  and  promised  to  do, 
not  three  things,  but  everything,  for  His  eternally-loved  ones. 
During  a  life  of  sorrow  and  suffering  upon  earth  He  did  all  that 
He  promised,  to  obey,  satisfy,  and  magnify  His  Father's  law  for 
us,  and  now  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  He  brings  us  to 
the  enjoyment  of  all  that  He  accomplished  for  us  as  our 
Sponsor  and  Surety.  This  is  a  marvellous  mercy  for  me,  for 
whenever  a  sense  of  responsibiHty  steals  ovor  me,  either  on  the 
ground  of  law  or  Gospel,  condemnation  is  sure  to  attend  it. 
"  For  it  is  written,  Cursed  is  every  one  that  continueth  not  in 
all  things  which  are  written  in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them  " 
(Gal.  iii.  10).    Are  demands  made  upon  me  on  Gospel  ground  t 
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The  feeling  sense  of  ray  responsibility  crushes  me,  and  lays  me 
low  before  the  throne  of  sovereign  mercy,  crying,  "  Lord,  I  am 
oppressed,  undertake  for  me.  Do  Thou  m-  me  that  which  Thou 
hast  demanded  from  me."  It  is  my  mercy  to  know  that  every 
fipiritual  demand  made  upon  me  by  the  convicting  power  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  is  the  evidence  and  earnest  of  the  full  supply  of  the 
same  according  to  the  Father's  riches  in  glory  hj  Christ  Jesua 
I  do  love  such  declarations  as  those  in  Isa.  xxvi.  12 :  "  LORD, 
Thou  wilt  ordain  peace  for  us :  for  Thou  also  hast  wrought  all 
our  works  in  us ; "  and  Pea.  Ivii.  2 :  **  I  will  cry  unto  God  most 
high :  unto  God  that  performeth  all  things  for  me.**  There  is 
misery  in  the  depths,  majesty  in  the  heights,  and  mercy  in 
experimental  possession.  Here  I  see  JEHOVAH  the  Transactor 
of  all  my  affairs.  Sometimes  He  comes  and  sweetly  assures  me 
that  all  things  work  together  for  my  good,  until  my  heart  is 
melted  into  adoring  gratitude ;  at  other  times  I  am  left  with  my 
qpirit  bowed  down  with  dreariness  and  despondency. 

**  His  locks. '^    As  His  head  denotes  His  majesty,  sovereignty, 
and  kingdom,  so  His  locks  flowing  from  His  head  denote  His 
thoughts,  promises,   purposes,   and  counsels.       See   how  the 
Psalmist  aamired  their  perfection  and  beauty  in  Psa.  xxxiii.  11 : 
"  The  counsel  of  the  LORD  standeth  for  ever,  the  thoughts  of 
His  heart  to  all  generation."     See  Psa.  xl.  5 :  "  Many,  0  LORD 
my  God,  are  Thv  wonderful  works  which  Thou  hast  done,  €tnd 
Thy  thoughts  which  are  to  usward ;  they  cannot  be  reckoned 
up  in  order  unto  Thee :  if  I  would  declare  and  speak  of  them, 
they  are  more  than  can  be  numbered."    "  Thy  thoughts  are 
very  deep  "  (Psa,  xcii.  5).    Look  at  Psa.  cxxxix.  17,  18 :  "  How 
precious  also  are  Thy  thoughts  unto  me,  O  God  1  how  great  is 
the  sum  of  them  1     If  I  should  count  them,  thev  are  more  in 
number  than  the  sand  :  when  I  awake,  I  am  stiU  with  Thee." 
The  thoughts  of  our  great  and  glorious  Head  will  stand  to  a 
thousand    generations,   when    aS    our    fleshly,  religious,    and 
experimental  thoughts  are  buried  in  eternal  oblivion.     Who  can 
tea  the  preciousness  of  His  thoughts  t     In  His  gracious  pronuse 
to  perform  His  own  good  work  toward  His  tempted  and  tried 
people.  He  says :  *'  1  know  the  thoughts  that  I  think  toward 
you ;  thoughts  of  peace,  and  not  of  evil,  to  give  you  an  expected 
end  "  of  all  suffering  and  sorrows  which  you  experience  in  the 
pathway  of  tribulation  (Jer.  xxix.  11).     See  how  the  unsearch- 
able nature  of  Christ's  thoughts  are  set  before  us  in  Isa.  Iv.  8,  9. 
I  love  to  read  this  blessea  chapter  in  the  light  of  the  Aew 
covenant,  that  light  in  which  1  have  endeavoured  to  set  it 
before  you  more  than  once,  twice,  or  thrice.      A  covenant 
command  goes  forth  to  a  covenant  people :  "  Seek  ye  the  LORD!^ 
Mark  well  the  punctuation.     "  While  He  n\ay  be  found  call  ye 
upon  Him''    You  may  rest  assured  that  is  the  only  time  when 
we  can  call  upon  Him  in  spirit  and  in  truth.     At  any  other  time 
we  may  cry  and  shout,  but  our  prayers  will  be  shut  out,  and 
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the  face  of  His  throne  will  be  covered  with  the  thick  cloud  of 
judgment.  "  While  Re  is  near  let  the  wicked  forsake  His  wayS^ 
You  may  depend  upon  it,  I  can  only  forsake  my  wretched  ways 
when  He  is  near  to  me,  and  at  no  other  time.  "  And  the  un- 
righteous man  his  thoughts :  and  let  him  return  unto  the  LORD, 
and  He  will  have  mercy  upon  him  :  and  to  our  God,  for  He  will 
abundantly  pardon.  For  My  thoughts  are  not  your  thoughts, 
neither  are  your  ways  My  ways,  saith  the  LORD.  For  as  the 
heavens  are  higher  than  the  earth,  so  are  My  ways  higher  than 
your  ways,  and  My  thoughts  than  your  thoughts."  The 
thoughts  of  our  most  glorious  and  exalted  Head  are  thoughts  of 
eternal,  immutable,  and  constant  love.  I  love  and  delight  to 
dwell  upon  the  personal  glory  of  Him,  who,  throughout  a  long 
eternity,  is  ever  dwelling  with  thoughts  of  ineffable  affection 
upon  His  own. 

*^ Bis  locks''  In  these  we  have  revealed  His  deep,  firm, 
immutable,  and  immoveable  counsels.  Here  we  behold  Him  in 
covenant  oneness  with  the  Father  before  the  worlds  were 
framed,  through  time,  and  to  all  eternity.  By  His  faithfuhiess 
to  them  He  defeats  and  frustrates  all  the  counsels  of  hell.  Has 
heaven  its  counsels  ?  Hell  will  have  its  counsels  too.  This  you 
see  in  the  words  of  our  Lord  to  Peter  :  '*  And  I  say  also  unto 
thee.  That  thou  art  Peter,  and  upon  this  rock  I  will  build  My 
Church ;  and  the  gates  {or  counsels)  of  hell  shall  not  prevail 
against  it"  (Matt.  xvi.  18).  Now  look  at  that  precious  portion, 
Isaiah  xxvr.  1 :  **  0  LORD,  Thou  art  my  God ;  I  will  exalt  Thee, 
I  will  praise  Thy  name  ;  for  Thou  hast  done  wonderful  things ; 
Thy  counsels  of  old  are  faithfulness  and  trath."  Marvellous 
mysteries  beam  forth  from  the  council  chambers  of  eternity  as 
the  covenant  engagements  of  our  Surety  with  the  Father  for 
His  people  are  revealed.  Christ  was  faithful  to  the  Father,  and 
the  Father  was  faithful  to  Christ.  Throughout  a  life  of  sorrow, 
pain,  and  woe,  the  gracious  Sponsor  was  true  to  His  people ; 
and  when  He  came  as  the  Father's  righteous  Servant  to  render 
an  account  of  His  service,  and  as  the  Father  contemplated  that 
service,  He  could  detect  no  deceit,  evasion,  or  unri^teousness 
at  all.    At  every  point  the  faithful  Surety  could  say,  "  I  have 

florified  Thee  on  earth"  (John  xvii.  3).  The  counsels  of 
EHOVAH-JESUS  with  JEHOVAH  the  Father  were  ever 
faithful  and  true,  and  now,  as  He  stands  before  the  throne,  the 
Father  sees  and  acknowledges  Him  faithful  in  the  communica- 
tion of  every  covenant  blessing  to  those  whom  He  redeemed 
with  His  most  precious  blood,  and  are  the  fruit  of  His  groans, 
sorrows,  and  agonies. 

^^  His  locks,^'  His  exceeding  great  and  precious  promises 
flow  so  gracefully  and  graciously  from  His  covenant  Headship. 
Now  mark  this  well :  The  Son,  the  Surety,  the  Saviour,  the 
Sponsor  promised  to  do  all  that  was  necessary  for  the  eternal 
salvation  and  security  of  His  people.     The  Father  promised  to 
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give  every  needful  blessing  to  His  people.  The  Holy  Ghost 
promised  to  work  every  needful  ^ace  in  His  people.  Did  one 
person  in  the  blessed  Three  promise  ?  The  whole  Three  were 
mutually  interested.  That  which  the  Father  purposed  was 
treasured  up  in  the  Son  in  the  form  of  promise  to  be  secured  to 
His  people  by  the  witnessing  and  sealing  of  God  the  ever- 
blessed  Spirit.  This  we  see  in  2  Cor.  i.  18,  22  :  '^  But  as  God  is 
true,  our  word  toward  you  was  not  yea  and  nay.,  For  the  Son 
of  God,  Jesus  Christ,  who  was  preached  among  you  by  us,  even 
by  me  and  Silvanus  and  Timotheus,  was  not  yea  and  nay,  but 
in  Him  was  yea."  You  see  that  **  the  Son  of  God,  Jesus  Christ," 
was  the  sum  total  of  the  apostle's  preaching,  because  in  Him 
the  Father  had  blessed  His  people  with  every  needful  covenant 
blessing.  This  is  marrow  and  fatness  to  our  souls  as  the  Holy 
Ghost  IS  pleased  to  reveal  it  in  our  waiting  and  wanting  hearts. 
"For  all  the  promises  of  God  in  Him  are  yea,  and  in  Him 
Amen,  unto  the  glory  of  God  by  us."  0  what  a  glorious 
Gospel  1  The  Father  purposing  all  things  for  His  people, 
promising  all  things  to  His  people,  and  performing  all  things  in 
His  people.  '*  Now  He  which  ^ablisheth  us  with  you  in  Christ, 
and  natn  anointed  us,  is  God;  who  hath  also  sealed  us,  and 

a'ven  the  earnest  of  the  Spirit  in  our  hearts.*'  Here  we  see  all 
e  promises  of  the  covenant  secured  and  sure  to  all  the  seed 
royal  of  heaven  (Rom.  iv.  16).  The  *^  Yea"  of  the  Father  in 
covenant  is  the  **Amen"  of  the  Spirit  in  living  experience.  And, 
let  me  ask,  what  are  all  the  promises  of  uod  in  Christ  Jesus 
without  the  kto^^®  ^i^d  indwelling  of  God  the  Holy  Ghost  t 
What  are  all  Christ's  thoughts,  counsels,  and  promises  without 
the  revelation  of  them  to  me  and  in  me  by  the  Witness  of  the 
covenant,  the  Glorifier  of  the  Father's  Christ?  Nothing 
whatever.  It  is  from  the  Headship  and  sovereigntv  of  Christ 
that  all  the  beauties  and  glories  of  His  person  and  salvation 
flow  to  living  souls  in  union  with  Him,  causing  them  to  sing, — 

"  The  work  which  His  goodness  began, 

The  ann  of  His  strength  will  complete, 
His  promise  is  '  Tea  and  Amen/ 

And  never  was  forfeited  yet : 
Things  fatm«,  nor  things  that  are  now, 

Not  all  things  below  nor  above 
Can  make  Him  His  purpose  forego, 

Or  sever  my  soul  from  His  love.** 

" His  locks.'  I  delight  to  contemplate  everything  that  flows 
from  my  covenant  Head.  Look  at  His  performances.  You  see 
them  by  the  eye  of  faith  from  the  lowly  manger  in  Bethlehem 
to  the  rugged  tree  on  Calvary.  You  see  them  flowing  in  all 
His  thoughts  of  love,  in  all  His  looks  of  fond  affection.  When 
Peter  fell,  a  look  of  love  from  Jesos'  eyes  broke  up  the  fountain 
of  the  great  deep  of  godly  sorrow,  and  Peter  sought  where  to 
weep  bittterly.  In  every  word  of  His  mouth,  whether  of 
judgment  to  His  enemies,  or  mercy  to  His  friends,  righteousness 
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h  revealed.  Listen  to  His  own  declaration :  **  My  meat  is  to 
do  the  will  of  Him  that  sent  Me,  and  to  finish  His  work  "  (John 
iv.  34).  It  was  the  Father's  will  that  every  jot  and  tittle  of  His 
law  should  be  obeyed,  and  it  was  the  eager  delight  of  the 
God-Man  to  do  it.  Down  into  the  depths  of  sin,  sorrow,  and 
soul-tronble,  into  which  His  people  must  be  brought,  He  willingly 
descended.  Down  to  the  very  depths  of  my  most  degrading 
sins  a  precious  Christ  humbled  Himself  to  bear  them  with  all 
their  consequences  on  my  behalf.  Down  into  the  lowlands  of 
all  my  necessities,  wants,  infirmities,  imperfections,  doubts,  fears, 
cares,  and  anxieties.  He  willingly  wended  His  way.  When  in 
gloomy,  dark  Oethsemane,  the  sorrows  of  hell  encompassed 
Him,  and  JEHOVAH'S  judgment  of  sin  was  experienced  by  His 
sinless  soul.  He  prayed  saying,  "  O  My  Father,  if  this  cup  may 
not  pass  away  from  Me,  except  1  drink  it,  Thy  will  be  done  " 
(Matt.  xxvi.  42).  He  never  ceased  until  He  could  say,  "  It  is 
finished  "  (John  xix.  30).  Thus  we  behold  Him  as  the  God- 
Man  Mediator  of  His  Church  and  people,  constant  in  His  thoughts 
of  love,  faithful  in  His  covenant  counsels,  precious  in  His 
gracious  promises,  and  glorious  in  His  perfect  performances  for 
us,  while  our  adoring  hearts  rejoice  in  the  blessed  assurance  of 
our'interest  in  the  love  of  His  Father  and  ours.  Thus  blessed, 
we  feelingly  join  in  the  song  of  the  victorious  followers  of  the 
Lamb  upon  the  sea  of  glass :  ^*  Great  and  marvellous  are  Thy 
works.  Lord  God  Almighty ;  just  and  true  are  Thy  ways.  Thou 
King  of  saints.  Who  shall  not  fear  Thee,  O  Lord,  and  glorify 
Thy  name  t  for  Thou  only  art  holy :  for  all  nations  shall  come 
and  worship  before  Thee  ;  for  Thy  judgments  are  made  mani- 
fest "  (Rev.  XV.  3,  4).  It  matters  not  how  we  look  at  Him,  the 
glorious  truth  holds  good — 

*'  In  ererj  office  He  sustains, 
In  every  victory  He  gains, 
In  every  counsel  of  His  will, 
He's  precious  to  His  people  still/* 

**  His  loch  are  bushy  J*  This  leads  our  minds  into  the  con- 
templation of  the  benevolence,  bounty,  and  liberality  of  a 
covenant  God  in  Christ.  His  thoughts  of  love,  like  the  hairs 
of  our  heads,  are  innumerable.  Of  His  works,  the  Psalmist 
could  say,  "  0  LORD,  how  manifold  are  Thy  works  1 "  (Psa.  civ. 
24).  When  He  bestows  grace,  He  does  it  without  stint  He  is 
no  niggard.  There  is  no  penuriousness  in  our  God.  Does  He 
give  life  t  He  will  give  it  more  abundantly  (John  x.  10).  Has 
He  given  grace  ?  He  will  give  more  grace  (James  iv.  6).  Has 
He  indulged  thee  with  the  communication  of  one  covenant 
promise  1  It  will  prove  to  be,  in  thy  experience,  the  seed  of  an 
abundant  crop  of  covenant  promises  to  thy  waiting  heart.  Has 
He  given  to  tnee  the  enjoyment  of  one  of  His  thoughts  of  love  ? 
Verily  there  will  be  a  bushy  crop  of  His  eternal  thoughts  of 
love  in  thy  enlightened  understanding.     Has  He  brojignt  thee 
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to  stand  stiU,  look  on,  and  behold  Him  doing  wondronsly  ?     He 
will  yet  teach  thee  that  all  things  prepared  for  thee  before  all 
worlds,  were  performed  for  thee  by  His  Son,  and  shall  be  per- 
fected in  thee  by  His  Spirit.     Yes,  blessed  be  God,  He  will  cause 
thee  to  acknowledge  with  jovful  heart,  "  The  LORD  will  perfect 
that  which  concerneth  me  '  (Psalm  xxxviii.  8).     I  love  that 
precious  expression  in  many  of  the  writings  of  Paul  which  has 
come  with  peculiar  force  and  sweetness  to  my  heart  many  times 
of  late  :  "  much  mofrer     You  will  find  it  several  times  in  Romans 
v.,  where  you  will  notice  how  fruitful,  flourishing,  and  abundant 
are  the  gifts  of  JEHOVAH'S  grace.     Speaking  of  the  media- 
torial work  and  sufferings  of  our  Lord  and  Master,  Paul  says, 
"  For  scarcely  for  a  righteous  man  will  one  die."     *^  A  righteous 
man."     One  of  yom*  proper,  precise,  stern,  unbending  creatures, 
who  acts  up  to  the  mark,  but  will  not  stir  one  step  in  the  way 
of  compassion  or  pity.     "  Yet,  peradventure,  for  a  good  man, 
some  would  even  dare  to  die."     What  does  that  mean?    God 
declares,  "  There  is  none  good,  no,  not  one."     Well,  it  means  a 
man  of  generous  and  benevolent  disposition ;  it  matters  not  what 
the  bulk  of  his  body  may  be,  his  heart  appears  too  big  for  it. 
If  he  comes  across  poor,  suffering  humanity,  out  goes  his  heart 
to  its  relief,  though  he  may  be  often  told  that  charity  begins  at 
heme.    "But  God  commendeth  His  love  toward  us,  in  that, 
while  we  were  yet  sinners,  Christ  died  for  us."    Not  righteous 
men,  not  good  men,  but  unrighteous  and  bad  men.     Yes,  as  bad 
as  sin  and  Satan  could  make  them.     This  reminds  me  of  a 
reporter  who  took  down  a  free-grace  sermon.     Shortly  after,  he 
waited  upon   the  preacher   ^'  with  the  report  of  the    sermon 
— ^just  as   it   was    delivered,    with    one   exception — a   slip  of 
the    tongue.     You    said,    *As    sure    as   there   is  a  God  in 
heaven  all  the  good  people  go  to  heU,  and  all  the  bad  people  go 
to  heaven  1     This  I  have  corrected."     But  the  preacher  mesknt 
what  he  said.    All  who  are  good  in  their  own  esteem,  living  and 
dying  so,  must  go  to  hell,  while  all  those  who  are  bad  and  vile 
in  their  own  eyes,  by  the  teaching  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  must  go 
to  heaven.     Those  of  us  who   are  brought  to  experience  our 
badness  are  brought  still  further  to  know  that  "  God  com- 
mendeth His  love  toward  us,  in  that,  while  we  were  yet  sinners, 
Christ  died  for  us."    Is  that  sufficient  I     No.     It  is  the  seed  of 
a  prolific  crop  of  blessing.     See  !  "  Much  more  then,  being  now 
justified  by  His  blood,  we  shall  be  saved  from  wrath  through  Him. 
For  if,  when  we  were  enemies,  we  were  reconciled  to  God  bv 
the   death  of  His  Son,  much  more^  being  reconciled,   we  shall 
be  saved  by  His  life."     Saved  from  what !     Saved  from  the 
dominion  and  power  of  the  sins  we  are  sensible  of — saved  from 
the  terrible  temptations  which  sorely  beset  us — saved  from  the 
accursed  influences  which  surround  us,  by  which  devils  aim  our 
overthrow,  and  the  Pharisaic  world  seeks  for  our  halting,  and 
for  the  opportunity  to  say,  "  So  would  we  have  it."     The  proud 
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professor  is  ever  readj'  to  taunt  the  child  of  God  with  believing 
that  he  has  a  license  to  sin  that  grace  may  abound,  which  is  a 
pious  lie.  Thank  God  we  have  been  taught  to  glory  in  Paul's 
free-grace  declaration,  **  Where  sin  abounded,  grace  did  much 
more  abound  "  (Rom.  v.  20). 

"  His  locks  are  bttshy  and  black  as  a  ravenJ*  Wonderful  con- 
trasts appear  in  the  metaphors  which  describe  the  pei*sonal 
beauties  and  glories  of  Jesus.  I  have  told  you  that  the  Holy 
Ghost  puts  all  nature  under  contribution  to  describe  the  unri- 
valled excellencies  of  our  most  glorious  Christ.  Does  He  compare 
His  loveliness  and  meekness  to  the  dove?  He  makes  use  of  the 
cunning,  mysterious,  impenetrable  raven  to  show  forth  His  deep 
and  unsearchable  designs.  Here  His  locks  are  black,  denoting 
eternal  youth  and  vigour.  A  precious  Christ  with  His  bounties, 
blessings,  and  benefits,  can  never  grow  old,  fade  away,  or  perish, 
and  that  nature  possessed  by  sinnei*s  in  oneness  with  Christ  is 
ever  young,  never  grows  old.  In  Rev.  i.  14  His  head  and  His 
hairs  are  described  as  "  white  like  wool,  as  white  as  snow." 
This  sets  forth  the  eternity  of  His  being  and  attributes.  Grey 
hairs,  which  evidence  weakness,  infirmity,  and  decay,  are  not  to 
be  found  upon  our  Jesus.  Look  at  the  description  given  of 
Ephraim  in  Hosea  vii.  8,  9.  Ephraim,  he  hath  mixed  himself 
among  the  people.  **  Ephraim  is  a  cake  not  turned.  Strangers 
have  devoured  his  strength,  and  he  knoweth  it  not :  yea,  grey 
hairs  are  here  and  there  upon  him,  yet  he  knoweth  it  not." 
Though  Ephraim's  hail's  grow  grey,  and  strangera  come  upon 
him,  yet  his  God  and  Saviour  remains  ever  the  same.  He  is 
the  same  in  His  love,  the  same  in  His  compassion,  the  same 
in  His  care.  Does  Ephraim  sin?  His  God  will  save.  Does 
Ephraim  wander  ?  His  God  will  restore.  Concerning  Ephraim, 
jfeHOVAH  saith,  "  Ephraim  is  My  dear  son  I  Ephraim  is  My 
pleasant  child!  for  since  I  spake  against  him,  I  do  earnestly 
remember  him  still :  therefore,  My  bowels  are  troubled  for  him  ; 
I  will  surely  have  mercy  upon  him  "  ( Jer.  xxxi.  20).  This  is  our 
JEHOVAH-JESUS.  He  is  unchangeable  in  the  counsels  of  His 
heart,  the  purposes  of  His  love,  the  promises  of  His  mouth,  and 
the  performances  of  His  hand.  In  His  power,  patience,  and 
perfections  He  is  immutable.  No  sign  of  weakness,  decay,  or 
infirmity  can  ever  be  found  in  Him.  He  is  ever  young,  ever 
vigorous,  and  ever  beautiful  in  His  person,  and  iu  all  that  flows 
from  Him  through  the  predestinating  purposes  of  the  Father. 

You  will  find  this  blessedly  set  forth  throughout  the  epistle 
to  the  Hebrews.  In  ch.  i.  He  is  revealed  in  a  quotation  from 
Psalm  cii.  25—27  :  ^*  And  Thou,  LORD,  in  the  begnining,  hast 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  earth  ;  and  the  heavens  are  the  works 
of  Thy  hands:  they  shall  perish :  but  Thou  remainest ;  and  they 
all  shall  wax  old  as  doth  a  garment,  and  as  a  vesture  shalt  Thou 
fold  them  up,  and  they  shall  be  changed :  but  Thou  art  the 
same,  and  Thy  years  shall  not  fail."     Grey  hairs,  weakness, 
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infitmity,  or  decay  can  never  be  found  in  Him.  "  His  locks  are 
bushy  and  black  as  a  raven.^^  Why  as  a  raven  ?  Becauee  of  the 
concealed  habits  and  artful  secresy  of  that  bird.  This  indicates 
and  sets  forth  the  unspeakable  glories  of  Christ's  person,  the 
unsearchable  liches  of  His  kingdom,  and  the  inscmtable  treasures 
of  His  love.     Here  we  may  sing, 

"  Thy  works  of  grace,  how  bright  thej  shine  I 
How  deep  Thy  counsels !  how  Divine  1 " 

The  judgments  of  JEHOVAH,  as  revealed  in  the  Son  of  His 
love,  are  a  great  deep.     "  His  greatness  is  unsearchable  "  (Psa. 
cxlv.  3).     See  how  Isaiah  sets  forth  the  mysterious  independence 
of  JEHOVAH-JESUS  and  His  Spirit :  "  Who  hath  directed  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord,  or  being  His  counsellor  hath  tau^t  Him  t 
With  whom  took  He  counsel,  and  who  instructed  Him,  and 
taught  Him  in  the  {)ath  of  judgment,  and  taught  Him  knowledge, 
and  showed  to  Him  the  way  of  understanding?     Behold,  the 
nations  are  as  a  drop  of  a  bucket,  and  are  counted  as  the  small 
dust  of  the  balance  :  behold.  He  taketh  up  the  isles  as  a  very 
little  thing"  (Isa.  xl.   13,  14).      In  the  contemplation  of  the 
purposes,  promises,  and  performances  of  a  covenant  God  in 
Chnst  for  His  people,  the  apostle  Paul  bursts  forth  in  a  flood  of 
praise,  as  recorded  in  Rom.  xi.  33 — 36 :  '*  0  the  depth  of  the  riches 
both  of  the  wisdom  and  knowledge  of  God !  how  unsearchable 
are  His  judgments,  and  His  ways  past  finding  out  I     For  who 
hath  known  the  mind  of  the  Lordt   or  who  hath  been  His 
counsellor  t     Or  who  hath  first  given  to  Him,  and  it  shall  be 
recompensed  unto  him  again  ?     For  of  Him,  and  through  Him, 
and  to  Him,  are  all  things :  to  whom  be  glory  for  ever.     Amen." 
What  wonderful  grace  and  beauty  appear  in  these  black  and 
bushy  locks  of  Zion's  Redeemer !     Goas  people  chosen  to  life, 
salvation,  and  glory  before  they  had  a  being,  except  in  the 
purpose  of  the  Father.     They  were  blessed  in  Ohrist  before  they 
experienced  the  curse  in  Adam.     They  were  preserved  from 
falling  into  hell  before  they  fell  in  Eaen,  or  felt  a  smart  from 
their  numerous  wilderness  failures.     Chosen  in  the  counsels  of 
eternity,  preserved  in  Christ  through  time,  saved  in  Him  with  an 
everlasting  salvation,  are  locks  so  bushy  that  carnal  minds  are 
blinded  to   their   beauty,    and   human    reason    can    only    be 
embarrassed  and  entangled  with  their  mysterious  and  majestic 
unfoldings.  Precious  locks!  filled  with  the  dewdrops  of  suretyship 
sorrow  for  sinful  worms  of  the  earth,  we  glory  in  them  though 
earth  and  hell  can  do  nought  but  rage  and  conspire  against  them. 
In  the  rich  realization  of  this, 

**  When  frowns  appear  to  veil  His  face, 
And  clouds  surround  His  throne, 
H2  hides  the  purpose  of  His  grace, 
To  make  it  better  known," 

we  are  taught  to  cry  out  with  Job,  **  Lo,  these  are  parts  of  His 
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ways :  but  bow  little  a  portion  is  heard  of  Him  I  but  the  thunder 
of  His  power  who  can  imderstand?"  (Job  xxvi^  14).  Blessed 
with  the  spiritual  understanding  of  raysteries  so  deep  and  bo 
Divine,  we  will  conclude  this  morning's  service  by  singing  that 
precious  hymn  by  Cowper,  the  Olney  poet, 

"  Qod  moves  in  a  mysterious  way, 
His  wonders  to  perform  ; 
He  plants  His  footsteps  in  the  sea, 
And  rides  upon  the  storm. 

Deep  in  unfathomable  mines, 

Of  never-failing  skill. 
He  treasures  up  His  bright  designs, 

And  works  His  sovereign  will. 

Te  fearful  saints,  fresh  courage  take, 

The  clouds  ye  so  much  dre^ 
Are  big  with  mercy,  and  shall  break 

In  blessings  on  your  head. 

Judge  not  the  Lord  by  feeble  sense. 

But  trust  Him  for  His  grace  ; 
Behind  a  frowning  providence 

He  hides  a  smiling  face. 

His  purposes  will  ripen  fast, 

Unfolding  every  hour ; 
The  bud  may  have  a  bitter  tante, 

But  sweet  will  be  the  flower. 

Blind  unbelief  is  sure  to  err, 

And  scan  His  work  in  vain  ; 
God  is  His  own  interpreter. 

And  He  will  make  it  plain." 
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8d.,  with  Portrait  and  Autograph  of  the  Author. 

To  BE   HAD  OF 

HORACE   M.    UUMMEL,    106,  Camberwell  Grove,  S.E. 
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"  His  cyc8  arc  as  the  eyes  of  doves."— Song  of  Solomon  v.  12, 

ANOTHER  partioular  of  the  beauties,  excellencies,  and 
glories  of  the  Bridegroom  of  the  heavenly  bride  will 
engage  our  attention  this  morning.  A  general  view  is  given  of 
Him  m  verse  10 ;  but,  as  I  told  you  before,  ^eneralisiujo;  is  not 
sufficient  for  the  true-bom  child  of  God,  neither  will  it  satisfy 
the  deep  cravings  for  further  revelations  of  the  beauty  and 
blessedness  of  the  one  Object  of  the  Church's  affections.  He 
must  be  known  as  He  is  in  Himself  and  for  what  He  is  in  His 
adorable  person,  more  than  for  His  offices  and  performances.  I 
do  not  wish  to  know  what  He  has  done,  what  He  is  doing,  or 
what  He  purposes  to  do,  but  I  desire  to  Imow  HIMSELF  in  all 
these.  "HIS  OWN  SELF"  is  the  one  Object  of  my  faith, 
and  hope,  and  love.  The  blessing  of  redemption  I  prize ;  but 
the  person  of  the  Redeemer  is  my  deUght.  The  giit  of  right- 
eousness I  highly  esteem ;  but  Chnst  my  righteousness  is  beyond 
all  esteem.  The  ^race  of  justification  1  highly  value;  but 
Jesus  my  Justifier  is  my  All-in-all.  What  I  want  fulfilled  in  my 
experience  to-day  may  npt  satisfy  me  to-morrow  ;  but  I  know 
I  snail  want  Himself.  It  may  be  that  the  temptations  of  Satan, 
the  weakness  of  the  flesh,  and  the  peculiar  circumstances 
surrounding  me  will  cause  me  to  long  for  a  different  view  of 
Him  altogether  to  that  in  which  He  reveals  Himself  to  me 
to-day.  I  may  be  bowed  down  under  a  sense  of  fiailure  and 
weakness,  and  desire  to  know  Him  as  my  spiritual  Sainson.  I 
may  be  left  to  feel  my  want  of  wisdom,  and  know  it  to  my 
heart's  discontent,  and  shall  wai^t  Him  near  to  me  as  my  spiritual 
Solomon.  I  may  feel  my  wounds,  and  bruises,  and  putrifying 
sores,  and  orv  for  Him  to  visit  me  as  the  good  Physician  in 
Oilead  with  His  healing  balm.    I  may  experience  the  depths  of 
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Satan's  temptations,  groan  under  his  repeated  assaults,  and  feel 
myself  to  be  a  poor  accused  wretch,  with  him  close  to  my  right 
hand  (Zech.  iiL  1).  I  shall  then  long  for  the  protection  of  ray 
covenant  Angel,  my  powerful  Pleader,  my  all-prevailing 
Advocate,  who  puts  to  silence  every  hellish  accusation,  and 
brings  me  into  the  presence  of  His  Father,  to  st^nd  in  the  light 
of  &a  unsullied  perfections,  glorious  as  He  is  glorious,  perfect 
as  He  is  perfect,  accepted  and  complete  in  Him.  As  I  (^ass 
along  the  course  of  mv  strange,  eventful,  and  ever-changing 
history,  I  sigh  for  freeii  discoveries  of  the  unchanging  One : 
**  Jesus  Christ,  the  same  yesterday,  and  to-day,  and  for  ever  " 
(Heb.  xiii.  8).  He  is  ever  the  same  in  His  person,  attributes, 
offices,  and  promises  to  me,  yet  He  is  ever  chancing  in  the 
revelation  of  His  goodness  to  me.  In  verse  11  we  oehold  Him 
in  His  glorious  Oodhead,  in  His  Headship  over  all  thin^  to  His 
Church,  and  as  the  Head  and  Husband  of  His  bride,  in  whom 
all  spiritual  blessings  abound  for  her.  We  also  see  Him  in  His 
locks,  which  are  bushy  and  black  as  a  raven.  In  these  are 
revealed  His  purposes  of  unchanging  love.  His  promises,  which 
are  all  Yea  and  Amen,  and  His  performances  tor  us  and  in  us 
by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  All  these  are  so  great,  vast, 
and  glorious  as  to  be  utterly  incomprehensible  to  poor  human 
nature ;  and  as  to  the  child  of  Ood  comprehending  them  in  all 
their  fulness,  variety,  and  perfection,  it  is  folly  to  think  of  it. 
Here  and  there  he  is  privileged  with  a  little  unfolding  of  the 
glories  of  the  Beloved,  and  now  and  then  he  is  indulged  with 
a  sweet  foretaste  and  blessed  earnest  of  that  perfect  bliss  and 
blessedness  which  will  be  his  when,  divested  of  the  burden  of 
the  flesh,  he  shall  see  Him  as  He  is,  and  worship  Him  as  he 
ought.  "  For  now  we  see  through  a  glass  darkly ;  but  then 
face-to-face :  now  I  know  in  part ;  but  then  shall  I  know  even 
as  also  I  am  known  *'  (1  Cor.  xiii.  12). 

Now  notice  the  b€»uty  of  the  order  in  which  the  bride,  by 
the  Holy  Ghost,  sets  forth  the  superlative  excellencies  of  her 
loving  Bridegroom.  She  begins  with  His  head,  then  describes 
His  locks,  and  now  speaks  of  His  eyes  as  the  eyes  of  doves. 
We  will  read  the  text : — 

"His  eyes  are  as  the  eyes  of  doves." 

*^  His  eyes.**  In  the  first  place  this  may  mean  His  Spirit  in 
the  diversity  of  His  gifts  and  operations.  You  will  find  that 
the  Holy  Ghost,  in  many  portions  of  the  Scriptures  of  truth,  is 
called  **  the  Spirit  of  Christ.'*  "  Now  if  any  man  have  not  the 
Spirit  of  Chnst,  he  is  none  of  His  "  (Rom.  viii.  9).  If  I  have 
not  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  I  am  none  of  His.  If  I  have  not  the 
Spirit  of  Christ  as  my  "  indwelling  God  and  Friend,"  I  must 
give  lamentable  evidence  that  I  am  not  a  member  of  the  body 
of  Christ,  and  that  I  receive  no  nourishment,  strength,  or 
goodness  from  the  Head,  Husband,  and  All-in-all  of  His  Church 
and  people.    The  Spirit  of  the  living  God ;  the  Spirit  of  our 
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Lord  Jesus  ChnBt ;  the  Spirit  of  TTisdom  and  revelation  ia  He  v 
by  whom  we  see,  know,  comprehend,  and  understand  the 
varied  perfections  which  dwell  in  Christ,  the  covenant  blessings 
which  are  secured  for  us  in  Christ,  the  needful  graces  which 
flow  to  us  through  Christ,  and  the  spiritual  bounties  which  aboimd 
in  us  by  Christ.  Without  the  Spirit  of  Christ  we  have  nothing, 
and  are  worse  than  nothing.  I  have  been  greatly  interested  of 
late  with  that  precious  portion  in  Heb.  ix.  14 :  "  How  much 
more  shall  the  blood  of  Christ,  who  through  the  eternal  Spirit 
offered  Himself  without  spot  to  God,  purge  your  conscience 
from  dead  works  to  serve  the  living  God?  "  Mark  those  words 
— **  through  the  eternal  SpintJ^  In  many  portions  of  the  New 
Testament  we  are  told  that  Christ's  offering  Himself  was  His 
own  voluntary  act.  He  says,  "  Therefore  doth  My  Father  love 
Me,  because  I  lay  down  Mv  life,  that  I  might  take  it  ac^in. 
No  man  taketh  it  from  Me,  but  I  lay  it  down  of  Myself.  I  have 
power  to  lay  it  down,  and  I  have  power  to  take  it  again"  (John 
X.  17, 18).  Yet  Paul  by  the  Holy  Ghost  says,  '[  Who  through  tJie 
eternal  Spirit  offered  Himself  to  God^  Everything  done  by  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  upon  earth  was  by  the  grace  and  energy  of 
the  eternal  Spirit  Did  He  take  upon  Himself  to  deliver  His 
people,  and  aohor  not  the  virgin's  womb  1  It  was  according  to 
the  declaration  of  the  angel  to  Mary  as  recorded  in  Luke  i.  35  : 
**  The  Holy  Ghost  shall  come  upon  thee,  and  the  power  o£  the 
Highest  shall  overshadow  thee  :  therefore  also  that  Holy  Thing 
which  shall  be  bom  of  thee  shall  be  called  the  Son  of  God. 
Was  He  publicly  set  apart  to  perform  His  mediatorial  offices  as 
Prophet,  Priest,  and  Kmg  ?  '*  And,  lo,  the  heavens  were  opened 
unto  Him,  and  He  saw  the  Spirit  of  God  descending  like  a 
dove,  and  lighting  upon  EUm  "  (Matt.  iii.  16).  This  took  place 
acoordine  to  that  which  was  prophesied  concerning  EUm  in  Isa. 
bd.  1,  and  quoted  by  Him  in  the  synagogue  of  Nazareth,  ^^  The 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  Me,  because  He  hath  anointed  Me  to 

E reach  the  Gospel  to  the  poor;  fle  hath  sent  Me  to  heal  the 
rokeu-heartedy  to  preach  deliverance  to  the  captives,  and 
recovering  of  sight  to  the  blind,  to  set  at  liberty  them  that  are 
bruised,  to  preach  the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord."  Was  He 
tempted  in  all  points  like  unto  His  people  !  "  Then  was  Jesus 
led  up  of  the  Spirit  into  the  wilderness  to  be  tempted  of  the 
devil  (Matt  iv.  1).  The  way  was  always  up  to  the  presence 
of  the  Father  for  His  people,  however  dark,  dreary,  or  down- 
ward it  might  seem  to  be.  Did  He  preach  Goas  Gospel  t 
''  And  Jesus  returned  in  the  power  of  me  Spirit  intb  Galilee : 
and  there  went  out  a  fame  of  Him  through  all  the  region  round 
about.  And  He  taught  in  their  synagogues,  being  glorified  of 
air'  (Luke  iv.  14).  Did  He  cast  out  devils!  It  was  by  the 
Spirit  of  God  (Matt  xii.  28).  Did  He  offer  Himself  to  God  for 
the  sins  of  His  people?  It  was  through  the  eternal  Spirit  (Heb. 
\%.  14).     Did  He  nse  again  from  the  dead  I     It  was  according 
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to  the  Spirit  of  holiness  (Homans  i.  4).  Did  He  ascend  into 
heaven?  It  was  to  nonr  down  the  Spirit  npon  His  people 
(Psalm  Ixviii,  18).  Now  turn  to  Epnesians  iv.  7 :  "  out 
unto  every  one  of  ns  is  given  grace  according  to  the 
measure  of  the  gift  of  Christ.  Wherefore  He  saith,  When 
He  ascended  up  on  hi^h  He  led  captivity  captive,  and 
gave  gifts  unto  men.  (Now  that  He  ascended  what  is  it  but 
that  He  also  descended  first  into  the  lower  parts  of  the  earth  ? 
He  that  descended  is  the  same  that  ascenaed  up  far  above  all 
heavens,  that  He  might  fill  all  things.)  And  He  gave  some 
apostles ;  and  some  prophets ;  and  some  evangelists ;  and  some 

Jastors  and  teachers;  for  the  perfecting  of  the  saints  (the 
nitting  together  of  the  members  of  the  one  body)  for  the 
work  of  the  ministry,  for  the  edifying  of  the  body  of  Christ ;  till 
we  all  come  in  the  unity  of  the  faith,  and  of  the  knowledge  of 
the  Son  of  God,  unto  a  perfect  man,  unto  the  measure  of  the 
stature  of  the  fulness  of  Uhrist."  There  we  see  the  diversity  of 
gifts  in  the  ministry,  which  displays  the  omnipresence  of  the 
Spirit  and  the  omniscience  of  Christ.  Now  let  me  direct  your 
attention  lo  1  Cor.  xii.  4 — 11,  where  we  have  the  Spirit  set 
forth  in  the  diversity  of  His  gifts,  ministmtions,  and  operations. 
"  Now  there  are  diversities  of  gifts,  but  the  same  Spirit.  And 
there  are  differences  of  administrations,  but' the  same  Lord. 
And  there  are  diversities  of  operations,  but  it  is  the  same  God 
which  worketh  all  in  all.  But  the  manifestation  of  the  Spirit  is 
given  to  every  man  to  profit  withal."  Wonderful  capital  has  been 
made  out  of  that  last  verse  by  Arminian  perverters  of  God's 
ttTith.  Oh,  say  they,  every  man  upon  earth  has  the  manifestation 
of  the  Spirit  given  unto  him.  What  an  astounding  erfor! 
contrary  to  the  whole  teaching  of  God's  blessed  Word.  What 
does  the  portion  say?  "  The  manifestation  of  the  Spirit" — or, 
the  Spirit's  manifestation ;  or,  the  manifestation  of  the  possession 
of  the  Spirit — "  is  given  to  every  man."  Who  are  the  persons  the 
apostle  IS  writing  concerning  in  this  chapter?  The  members  of 
the  body  of  Christ,  every  one  of  which  snail  be  blessed  with  the 
manifestation  of  the  Spirit.  This  shall  be  demonstrated  by  His 
grace  and  operation  to  whom  He  is  given  to  profit  withal.  For 
who  teacheth  like  Him  ?  and  when  He  teaches  it  must  be  to 
profit.  "  For  to  one  is  given  the  Spirit  of  wisdom."  If  you  look 
at  this  in  a  ministerial  light,  you  will  see  that  to  one  minister  i& 
given  vrisdom  to  weigh  well  every  portion  of  the  Word,  and  to 
give  it  due  prominence  according  to  the  proportion  of  faith. 
**  To  anotner  is  given  the  word  of  faiowledge  by  the  same  Spirit." 
This  man  has  a  wonderful  grasp  of  Divine  truth,  and  as  you  sit 
lit  the  feet  of  Jesus,  listening  to  him,  you  wonder  and  rejoice  in 
spirit  as  portion  after  portion  is  brought  forth  to  substantiate  the 
subject  under  consideration.  "  To  another  faith  by  the  same 
Spirit ;  to  another  the  working  of  miracles ;  to  another  prophecy ; 
^  another  discerning  of  spirits ;  to   another  divera^  kinds   of 
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tongues ;  to  another  the  interpretation  of  tongues ;  but  all  these 
worketh  that  one  and  selfsame  Spirit,  dividing  to  every  man 
severally  as  He  will/*  Thus  the  Spint  in  His  gracious  operations, 
manifestations,  and  ministrations  m  the  members  of  the  one  body 
may  be  compared  to  the  eyes  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  But 
look  at  His  gracious  indwelling  and  operations  as  set  forth  in 
1  Cor.  ii.  10 — 11 :  "  But  God  hath  revealed  them  unto  us  by  His 
Spirit :  for  the  Spirit  searcheth  all  things,  yea,  the  deep  things 
ot  God.  For  what  man  knoweth  the  things  of  a  man,  save  the 
spirit  which  is  in  Him  t  even  so  the  things  of  God  knoweth  no 
man,  but  the  Spirit  of  God."  Every  revelation  we  have  of  God's 
Christ,  and  every  discovery  of  our  corruption,  depravity, 
necessity,  and  want,  is  by  the  gracious  operations  and  inward 
searchings  of  the  Spirit  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Turn  to  that  portion  which  I  read  for  our  instruction  and 
edification  this  moiiiing,  Psa.  cxxxix.  7 :  **  Whither  shall  I  go 
from  Thy  Spirit?  or  whither  shall  I  flee  from  Thy  presence!  If 
I  ascend  up  into  heaven.  Thou  art  there ;  if  I  make  my  bed  in 
hell,  behold.  Thou  art  there.  If  I  take  the  wings  of  the  mominff, 
and  dwell  in  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  sea :  even  there  shall 
Thy  hand  lead  me,  and  Thy  right  hand  shall  hold  me.  If  I  say, 
Surely  the  darkness  shall  cover  me ;  even  the  night  shall  be  light 
about  me.  Yea,  the  darkness  hideth  not  from  Thee ;  but  the 
night  shineth  as  the  day ;  the  darkness  and  the  light  are  both 
alike  to  Thee."  Is  it  possible  for  me  to  make  my  bed  in  hell  ? 
Some  rejoicing  novices,  who  know  nothing  of  the  pains  of  hell, 
may  say,  "  We  have  been  delivered  from  all  that."  Ah,  my 
dear  friends,  ye  who  groan  beneath  the  weight  of  the  body  of 
death,  know  full  well  that  your  God  has  delivered,  doth  deliver, 
and  must  deliver  you  all  your  lives  long.  Dear  old  Jonah  knew 
what  it  was  from  the  belly  of  hell  to  roar  out,  "  I  am  cast  out  of 
Thy  si^ht ;  yet  I  will  look  again  toward  Thy  holy  temple  ** 
(chap*  li.  2 — 4).  Let  an  elect  vessel  of  mercy  be  fifted  up  to 
heaven,  or  cast  down  to  hell,  his  God  cannot  leave  him  or  forsake 
him.  Turn  with  me  to  Isaiah  xi.  2,  where  I  wish  you  to  notice 
the  seven  titles  of  JEHOVAH  the  Spirit  as  He  rested  upon 
Christ  for  His  people.  "  And  the  SPIRIT  OF  THE  LORD  shall 
rest  upon  Him  the  SPIRIT  OF  WISDOM."  Why  of  wisdom  ? 
Because  of  our  ignorance  and  foolishness.  If  the  SPIRIT  OF 
WISDOM  had  not  rested  upon  Christ  for  every  member  of  His 
mystical  body,  they  must  have  wandered  in  the  mazes  of  error, 
imorance,  and  folly  down  to  the  depths  of  eternal  darkness  and 
despair.  But  the  Spirit  of  wisdom  rests  upon  Christ,  and  all  the 
wisdom  I  experience  or  possess  is  by  the  grace  and  power  of  the 
Spirit  of  Christ  in  me.  "  The  SPIRrT  OF  UNDERSTANDING.^' 
Tnis  is  a  gracious  covenant  provision,  for,  with  all  the  wisdom 
God  has  bestowed  upon  me  I  ofttimes  lack  a  true  apprehension 
of  His  mind  and  will  as  revealed  in  His  written  Word.  But 
here  is  the  blessed  truth  :  All  the  understanding  necessary  for 
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me  to  possess  is  in  Christ  and  shall  be  communicated  to  me  in 
God's  own  appointed  time.  Here  I  rejoice  in  the  blessed 
assurance  of  the  fulfilment  of  that  precious  promise  of  the 
Master,  "  Ilowbeit  when  He,  the  Spirit  of  truth  is  come,  He  will 
guide  you  into  all  truth  *' — that  is,  He  shall  guide  you  into  the 
understanding  and  experience  of  all  essential  truth.  "  The 
SPIRIT  OF  COUNSEL."  We  seek  counsel  from  one  another 
and  smart  for  our  folly ;  but,  depend  upon  it,  the  best  Counsellor 
is  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  by  the  grace  of  His  Spirit.  "  Thou 
shalt  euide  me  with  Thy  counsel,"  was  the  declaration  of  Asaph 
(Psa.  bcxiii.  24).  "  I  will  bless  the  LORD,  who  hath  given  me 
counsel,"  was  the  ascription  of  grateful  praise  ascending  from 
the  heart  of  the  Psalmist  (Psa.  xvi.  7).  "  The  SPIRIT  OF 
MIGHT."  This  is  blessedly  suitable  to  those  who  have  no 
might  and  to  whom  He  increetses  strength.  I  have  no  might  in 
myself.  All  my  might  is  in  my  Head,  from  whom  I  am 
strengthened  with  all  necessary  might,  according  to  His  glorious 
power,  unto  all  patience  and  longsuffering  with  joyfulness  (Col. 
1.  11).  "The  SPIRIT  OF  KNOWLEDGE."  Oh  how  short- 
sighted  we  are.  How  little  we  know  of  our  adorable  Head  and 
Husband,  His  mind.  His  will,  His  love.  His  faithfulness,  and  His 
covenant.  But  it  is  of  God's  mercy,  as  assuredly  as  we  have 
been  brought  into  living  oneness  with  Him,  we  know  just  as 
much  as  He  intends  us  to  know,  and  we  are  brought  into  the 
experimental  enjoyment  of  all  the  knowledge  treasured  up  for 
usm  Him  from  before  all  worlds.  "The  SPIRIT  OF  THE  FEAR 
OF  THE  LORD,"  Not  the  spirit  of  cowardice  or  fearfulness, 
"  for  God  hath  not  given  us  the  Spirit  of  fear ;  but  of  power, 
and  of  love,  and  of  a  sound  mind  "  (2  Tim.  i.  7).  We  are  blessed 
with  a  Spirit  of  filial  fear  in  the  presence  of  our  gracious  Father 
and  covenant  God  in  Christ.  In  these  seven  titles  or  attributes 
of  the  Spirit  we  learn  something  of  the  fulness  of  Divine  provi- 
sion the  Church  possesses  in  Chnst.  The  book  of  Revelation  (iiL 
1)  describes  Chnst  saying  to  the  angel  of  the  Church  in  Sardis, 
"  These  things,  saith  He  that  hath  the  seven  Spirits  of  God,  and 
the  seven  stars ;  I  know  thy  works."  Again,  in  chap.  v.  6  John 
says,  **  And  I  beheld,  and,  lo,  in  the  midst  of  the  throne  and  of 
the  four  living  creatures,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  elders,  stood  a 
Lamb  as  it  had  been  slain,  having  seven  horns  and  seven  eyes, 
which  are  the  seven  Spirits  of  God  sent  forth  into  all  the  earth." 
Hei'e  again  we  see  the  perfection,  communication,  ministration, 
communion,  comfort,  and  consolation  abounding  in  Christ  the 
Head  to  His  body  the  Church. 

''His  eyes.'"'  Wherever  this  expression  occurs  in  God's 
blessed  Book  it  denotes  the  perfect  knowledge  or  omniscience  of 
Christ.  See  how  clearly  this  is  set  forth  in  Psa.  cxxxix.  1 — 6: 
**0  LORD,  Thou  hast  searched  me,  and  known  me.  Thou 
knowest  my  downsitting  and  mine  uprising.  Thou  understandest 
my  thought  afar  off.     Thou  compassest  my  path  and  my  lying- 
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down,  and  art  acquainted  with  all  ray  ways.    For  there  is  not  a 
word  in  my  tongue  but,  lo,  0  LORD,  Thou  knowest  it  alto- 

f  ether.  Thou  hast  beset  me  behind  and  before,  and  laid  Thine 
and  upon  me.  Such  knowledge  is  too  wonderful  for  me;  it  is 
high,  I  cannot  attain  unto  it.'*  I  well  remember  when  I  was  a 
youngster  learning  Prov.  xv.  3 :  "  The  eyes  of  the  LORD  are  in 
every  place,  beholding  the  evil  and  the  good."  And  this 
teaches  me  that  it  is  wise  to  have  the  written  Word  stored  up 
in  the  memories  of  our  young  folk,  for  these  words  had  an  influ- 
ence over  my  young  mind,  my  ways,  and  my  words,  wherever 
I  went.  When  I  was  at  church,  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  were 
there.  When  I  went  to  the  theatre,  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  lyere 
there.  Some  of  you  may  exclaim,  What,  did  you  go  to  such  a 
place  in  the  face  of  such  a  searching  portion  as  that  being 
treasured  up  in  your  memory?  Yes,  I  did;  and,  were  it  not  for 
the  restrainmg  power  of  Divine  grace,  I  should  go  again,  old  as 
I  am.  Mine  is  an  incorrigible  nature,  and  you  may  rest  assured 
if  I  were  left  to  myself  there  would  be  nothing  too  bad  for  me 
to  do,  and  nothing  too  vile  for  me  to  see-  But  here  you  have 
the  truth:  I  never  was  in  a  theatre  yet  but  I  had  the  solemn 
conviction  that,  dying  there,  down  to  the  depths  of  eternal 
damnation  I  should  go.  The  eyes  of  my  Lord  were  there, 
searching,  trying,  testing,  proving  the  wills  and  the  ways  of 
His  poor  wayward  child,  and  teaching  him  that  without  Him  I 
nothing  good  could  do.  "  The  eyes  of  the  LORD  are  in  every 
place"  is  a  statement  calculated  to  frighten  and  terrify  the 
moral,  or  merely  religious,  man;  but  religion  in  itself  will  not 
satisfy  the  living  chud  of  God.  Wherever  the  word  **  religion^ 
occurs  in  the  pages  of  inspiration,  a  word  of  qualification  is 
always  found  before  it.  Religion  in  itself  is  the  veriest  rubbish 
to  a  tried  and  tempted  child  of  God;  but 

**  True  religion's  more  than  notion. 

Something  must  be  known  and  felt/' 

The  man  who  has  nothing  but  religion  to  stand  by  him  in  the 
hour  of  trial,  however  clear  that  religion  may  be,  however  exoeI<- 
lent  it  may  be,  when  the  eyes  of  the  Christ  of  God  are  set  upon 
him,  he  must'  be  filled  with  terror  and  confusion.  For  me  to 
behold  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  with  the  Spirit's  revelation  of 
Him  in  me  as  my  Brother,  Lover,  Husband,  and  Saviour,  can 
only  cause  me  to  cry,  '*Let  not  Thy  terror  make  roe  afraid." 

'^  Ilia  iy^«."  Daniel  says:  "His  eyes  are  as  lamp*  of  fee  " 
(Dan.  X.  6).  John  says:  "His  eyes  were  as  a  flame  of  fire" 
(Rev.  i.  14).  These  were,  and  are,  all-revealing.  They  disr 
covered  the  depths  of  Daniel's  weakness  and  corruption,  while 
they  laid  John  low,  even  as  dead,  at  the  feet  of  the  great  King^ 
Priest.  Even  now  they  pierce  down  to  the  verjr  depths  of 
deceit,  sin,  aad  hypoerisy^  and  bring  to  light  the  hidden  things 
of  darkness  abouudiug  iu  this  vile  nature  of  mine.    Mark  you, 
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humau  nature  in  this  pulpit  is  not  one  particle  better  than  that 
of  the  vilest  wretch  in  all  creation.  But  here  is  a  blessed  fact. 
He,  whose  eyes  appeared  to  John  as  flames  of  fire,  was  ^'  like 
unto  the  Son  of  Man."  It  was  He  who  was  once  the  ^^  Man  of 
sorrows  and  acquainted  with  grief/'  whose  loving  heart  was 
broken  with  reproach,  and  whose  lovely  eyes  were  often  filled 
with  sympathising  tears.  This  was  the  Man  who,  through 
temptations^  trials,  and  sorrows  before  unknown,  identified  Him- 
self with  His  poor  pilgrim  people  throughout  all  their  lifetime  of 
trial  in  the  wilderness,  and  now  meets  with  them  in  their  seasons 
of  want  and  necessity,  sweetly  sympathises  with  them  in  their 
sorrows,  and  soothes  their  spirits  in  times  of  perplexity  and 
distress.  His  loving  eyes  are  ever  over  them  for  good.  He  fails 
not  to  notice  the  oppression  of  the  nature  He  has  implanted  in 
the  hearts  of  His  people.  See  how  blessedly  He  states  this  to 
Moses  in  Exod.  iii.  7,  8 :  "I  have  surely  seen  the  affliction  of  My 
people  which  are  in  Egypt,  and  have  heard  their  cry  by  reason 
of  their  taskmasters;  lor  I  know  their  sorrows,  and  I  am  come 
down  to  deliver  them  out  of  the  hand  of  the  Egyptians."  He 
is  always  ready  to  bless  them  with  a  helping  hand,  but  even 
that  seems  to  be  derogatory  to  the  character  of  Zion's  Beloved, 
for  His  hand  not  only  helps  but  performs  all  things  for  His  weak 
and  weary  ones.  His  omniscience  guides.  His  omnipotence 
guards.  There  is  not  a  want,  sorrow,  care,  or  anxiety  of  His 
people  but  He  sees  all  about  it,  and  has  given  them  His  faithful 
promise  to  see  to  it  with  His  supplies  of  covenant  provision. 
All  that  I  want  is  found  in  Him.  All  that  I  can  need  is 
graciously  communicated  by  Him.  All  that  I  can  ask  for  He  is 
ready  to  give,  ay,  and  more,  according  to  the  declaration  of  the 
apostle  in  Eph.  iii.  20:  ^^Now  unto  Him  that  is  able  to  do 
exceeding  abundantly  above  all  that  we  ask  or  think." 

"JBiE«  eyes'*  To  whom  are  they  directed t  Turn  to  Psa. 
xxxiiL  18,  19:  *^  Behold,  the  eye  of  the  LORD  is  upon  them 
that  fear  Him,  upon  them  that  hope  in  His  mercy;  to  deliver 
their  soul  from  death,  and  to  keep  them  aUve  in  famine."  There 
must  be  something  cheering  and  comforting  in  this  precious 
declaration  to  some  of  you  tempted  and  tried  ones.  Mark  you, 
it  does  not  say,  '*  The  eye  of  the  Lord  is  upon  them  "  that  are 
very  circumspect,  or  those  who  are  believing,  obedient  and 
faithful ;  but  *'  upon  them  that  fear  Him,  upon  them  that  hope 
in  His  mercy."  It  does  not  even  say,  upon  tnose  who  experience 
and  enjoy  fius  mercy,  but  those  who  are  only  raised  to  a  hope  in 
it.  To  deliver  t/ieir  soul  /ram  death.  Do  you  know  and  mourn 
over  the  feeling  of  spiritual  death  t  Can  you  say  with  the 
apostie  Paul, "  I  die  daUv  "  (1  C!or.  xv.  31)t "  We  had  the  sentence 
of  death  in  ourselves,  that  we  should  not  trust  in  ourselves,  but 
in  God  which  raiseth  the  dead  "  (2  Cor.  i.  9),  ^'  Deatii  worketh 
in  us"  (2  Cor.  iv.  12).  Yes>  indeed  you  can,  and  you  know 
something  of  His  delivering  grace.     You  come  up  to  this  spot, 
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where  He  has  often  looked  upon  you,  and  visited  you,  hungering 
and  thirstiDg  after  Him  who  is  your  only  righteoQsnee8«  but  He 
sometimes  seems  to  heed  you  not,  yet  His  resoiuroes  of  grace  are 
sueh  that  He  keeps  yon  alive  though  you  experience  a  famine 
in  your  souk.  There  is  another  preoious  testimony  in  Psa. 
XXXIV.  15:  '*  The  eyes  of  the  LORD  are  upon  the  righteous,  and 
His  ears  are  open  to  their  cry.''  Who  are  the  righteous t  His 
own  elect  and  eternally  loved  members  whom  He  has  seen 
righteous  in  His  righteousness,  perfect  in  His  perfections,  com- 
plete in  Him>  His  Church,  His  bride. 

'*  ThoB  in  His  eyes  she  ever  stood, 

From  wrinkle  and  from  blemish  free ; 
Loved  with  the  dateless  love  of  God, 
And  blest  by  the  Great  Sacred  Three.** 

Turn  now  to  2  Chron.  xvi.  9:  "For  the  eyes  of  the  LORD 
run  to  and  fro  throughout  the  whole  earth,  to  show  Himself 
strong  in  the  behalf  of  them  whose  heart  is  perfect  toward  Him.*' 
I  here  anticipate  the  doubts,  fears,  and  ooiections  of  some  pf 
you  who  are  ready  to  say,  "  If  I  had  a  perfect  heart  my  faith 
would  be  strong,  my  hope  would  be  firm,  and  my  love  to 
Him  unabating.  How  can  the  Lord  have  respect  to  me  t  '* 
Well,  my  dear  friend,  you  may  cheer  up  a  little  here,  for  the  eyes 
of  the  LORD  are  over  you  for  good.  He  is  ever  watching  over 
vou  when  you  are  writing  bitter  things  against  yourself,  and 
bringing  yom-self  to  the  conclusion  that  you  have  no  part  or  lot 
in  His  salvation.     His  eyes  are  always  on  the  look  out  for  those 

Eredestinated  opportunities  in  which  He  reveals  the  love  of  His 
eart  and  the  blessings  of  His  kingdom. 

"  Israel,  a  name  Divinely  blest, 
May  rise  secore,  secnrely  rest ; 
Thy  holy  Guardian's  watchful  eves 
Admit  no  slumber  nor  surprise. 

*^  His  eyes.^'  Now  look  at  that  precious  account  of  the  healing 
of  the  man  sick  of  the  palsy,  in  Matt.  ix.  2 — 7.  ''And,  behold, 
they  brought  to  Him  a  man  sick  of  the  palsy,  Ijring  on  a  bed." 
How  did  that  man  come  to  Jesus  ?  Not  after  the  fadiion  des^ 
cribed  and  demanded  by  fleshly  freewill  taskmasters.  He  did 
not  come  running,  walking,  or  creeping.  Of  himself  he  could 
not  come  at  all.  Yet  he  did  come.  Here  you  have  it :  '*  And, 
behold,  they  brought  to  Him  a  man  sick  of  the  palsy,  Iving  on 
a  bed.'*  He  was  carried.  Did  Jesus  notice  him  t  Yes  f  ^^And 
Jesus  seeing  their  faith  said  unto  the  sick  of  the  palsy,  Son,  be  of 
good  cheer ;  thy  sins  be  forgiven  thee."  It  does  not  say  He 
saw  the  faith  of  the  sick  of  the  palsy,  but  that  of  those  who 
brought  him.  He  owned  him  as  a  son,  gave  him  sweet 
encouragement,  the  assurance  of  sins  forgiven,  and  restoration 
of  health  to  his  body.  We  will  now  notice  effects  of  a  different 
nature  produced  by  a  loving  look  from  the  eyes  of  an  affectionate 
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Master.  You  will  find  the  narrative  in  Luke  xxiL  61,  62.  Peter, 
after  many  promises  and  protestations  to  the  contrary,  fails 
foully  in  his  discipleship.  My  dear  friends,  do  not  be  in  a  hurry 
in  promising  what  you  will  do  for  the  Lord,  for  His  servants,  or 
for  His  cause.  It  mav  be  before  you  can  perform  your  promise 
He  may  visit  you  with  reverses  in  providence,  blight  your  hopes, 
and  wither  your  expectations  so  that  you  cannot  do  the  thm^ 
that  you  would.  If  you  feel  ^ou  have  something  to  do,  do  it 
quickly,  but  make  no  pronuses.  Peter  was  profuse  in  his 
promises  and  failed.  Instead  of  standing  by  the  Lord  he  followed 
Him  afar  off.  "  A  certain  maid  beheld  him  as  he  sat  by  the  fire, 
and  earnestly  looked  upon  him,  and  said,  This  man  was  also 
with  Him.  And  he  denied  Him,  saying.  Woman,  I  know  Him 
not.  And  after  a  little  while  another  saw  him,  and  said.  Thou 
art  also  of  them.  And  Peter  said,  Man,  I  am  not.  Another 
confidently  affirmed,  saying,  Of  a  truth  this  fellow  also  was  with 
Him :  for  he  is  a  Galilean.  And  Peter  scdd,  Man,  I  know  not 
what  thou  sayest.  And  immediately,  while  he  yet  spake,  the 
cock  crew.  And  the  Lard  turned,  and  looked  upon  Peter.  And  Peter 
remembered  the  word  of  the  Lord,  how  He  had  said  unto  him. 
Before  the  cock  crow  thou  shalt  deny  Me  thrice.  And  Peter 
went  out,  and  wept  bitterly."  The  Lord's  look  to  Peter  was 
one  of  loving  remembrance,  and  you  may  depend  upon  it,  His 
looks  to  His  weak  and  wandering  disciples  are  all,  and  always 
in  love.  But  sometimes  His  looks  appear  to  be  in  any  direction 
but  that  of  His  weary,  wandering  followers,  yet  at  the  very  time 
He  is  watching  and  waiting  for  the  set  time  of  favour  to  cheer 
and  comfort  them. 

"  When  Thy  statutes  I  forsake. 

When  mj  graces  dimly  shine ; 
When  my  covenant  I  break, 

Jesus,  then  remember  Thine, — 
Check  my  wanderings 

By  a  look  of  love  Divine." 

The  eyes  of  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  are  always  upon  the  land 
which  He  cares  for  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  even  unto 
the  end  of  the  year  (Dent.  xi.  12).  Upon  every  heart  which  He 
has  sanctified  for  Himself,  and  in  which  He  has  put  His  name 
for  ever,  His  eyes  and  His  heart  shall  be  perpetually  (1  Kings 
ix.  3). 

*'Hi8  eyes  are  as  the  eyes  of  doves.''  This  metaphor  is  to  direct 
our  attention  to  the  true  nature  of  Christ's  love  to  His  people. 
The  dove  is  remarkable  for  its  gentleness,  constancy,  fidelity, 
and  chastity.  So  is  the  loving  Bridegroom  in  every  look  of  His 
eyes  to  His  bride,  the  Church.  He  guides  His  wandering  ones 
in  the  wilderness  with  His  eve  (Psa.  xxxii.  8).  He  guards  and 
defends  His  chased  ones  with  His  look  (Exod.  xiv.  24).  To  His 
oppressed  ones  in  captivity  His  looks  of  gentleness  and  fond 
affection  are  their  safety  and  security,  and  pledges  of  their 
subsequent  deliverance.     When  delivered,  they  may   wander 
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from  Him  who  loves  thera  with  an  everlasting  love,  but  this  will 
not  affect  the  constancy  and  fidelity  of  His  love.  They  may 
seek  to  flee  from  His  presence,  like  Jonah,  but  He  will  allure  them 
with  His  eyes  to  look  and  look  again  towards  His  holy  temple 
up  yonder,  and  teach  them  that  they  shall  never  lack  a  look 
from  Him  whose  looks  preserve  them  from  destruction,  and  keep 
them  alive  in  destitution.  Constancy  and  fidelity  are  only  seen 
truly  in  Him. 

"  Zion's  Friend  in  nothing  alters, 
Thongli  all  others  may  and  do ; 
His  is  love  that  nerer  falters, 


Alw^s  to  its  object  true  : 

Happ. 
Crowned  with  mercies  ever  new." 


PP7  Zion, 


We  not  only  see  gentleness,  constancy  and  fidelity  in  the  dove^ 
but  chastity  also.  Search  through  natural  history  and  tell  me, 
if  you  can,  of  any  creature  so  much  attached  to  its  mate,  or  one 
that  mourns  its  loss  so  much  as  this.  The  dove,  more  than  all 
other  creatures,  loves  to  feast  its  eyes  on  the  one  object  of  its 
affection.  In  this  we  see  the  chastity  and  purity  of  Christ's  love 
to  His  people.  His  Church,  His  bride.  His  dove,  whom  He  loves 
to  meet  in  the  clefts  of  the  Rock,  in  the  secret  places  of  the 
stairs,  and  to  whom  He  says,  "  Let  me  see  thy  countenance,  let 
Me  hear  thy  voice ;  for  sweet  is  thy  voice,  and  thy  countenance 
is  comely  "  (Song  ii.  14).  As  He  thus  looks  u[)on  me,  speaking 
to  my  heart  His  words  of  spirit  and  life.  He  imparts  Mis  own 
sweet  simplicity,  causing  me  to  enjoy  His  meekness  and  gentle- 
ness, and  to  manifest  that  chastity  which  I  have  in  Him,  and  by 
which  alone  I  am  presented  as  a  chaste  one  to  my  Lover  and 
Husband,  in  whom  alone  I  can  confide,  in  whose  arms  of  love  I 
delight  to  be  embraced,  and  upon  whose  bosom  of  everlasting 
love  I  long  to  la^  my  weary  head  when  all  its  cares  and 
anxieties  are  drawing  to  a  close. 

''His  eyesJ'  As  a  merciful  and  faithful  High  Priest  He  is  a 
Discerner  of  the  thoughts  and  intents  of  the  heart  of  His  people. 
^'  Neither  is  there  any  creature  that  is  not  manifest  in  His  sight : 
but  all  things  are  naked  and  opened  unto  the  eyes  of  Him  with 
whom  we  have  to  do  "  (Heb.  iv.  12,  13).  Up  to  His  Father  He 
lifts  His  eyes  in  His  work  of  all-prevalent  mtercession  for  His 
elect  and  redeemed  people  (John  xviL  1),  and  as  He  casts  His 
eyes  round  about  upon  tnose  who  sit  at  His  sacred  feet,  He  says, 
•*  Behold  My  mother  and  My  brethren  ! "  (Mark  iii.  84).  This  is 
the  King  that  sitteth  in  the  throne  of  jud^ent,  scattering  away 
all  evil  with  His  eyes  (Prov.  xx.  8).  He  is  of  purer  eyes  than  to 
behold  evil  in  His  bride  and  not  remove  it  from  her,  so  that 
when  evil  is  charged  against  her  by  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the 
devil.  He  looks,  and  aU  evil  is  scattered,  and  she  appears  all 
glorious  in  His  loving  and  complacent  view. 

^^H%8  eyes  are  as  doves*  eyes'*  The  time  is  gone.  God  helping 
US,  on  a  future  occasion  we  will  look  at  a  few  of  the  rivers  of 
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waters  by  which  God's  doves  delight  to  dwell,  and  by  which  the 
eyes  of  Christ  love  to  linger. 

May  He  add  Hia  blessing  for  His  own  name's  sake.     Amen. 


"MY    BELOVED." 

Love  let  me  live  with  Theei  my  Lord, 

And  feast  for  evermore 
On  the  rich  banquet  of  Thy  Word — 

3Iinc  by  Thy  Spirit's  power. 

Como !  in  a  bright  and  glorious  baee. 
And  bring  Thy  Person  near ; 

While  the  fond  Holy  Qhost  conveyB 
The  luve  that  calms  all  fear. 

Oomc  !  with  a  blaze  of  heavenly  light, 
As  oft  IVe  seen  Thee  come : 

A  diamond  Image,  pore  and  white, 
Girt  with  the  noonday  son. 

Come  !  with  Thine  hand  uplift  to  blesb, 
And  swear,  "  My  son,  I'm  thine  ;  " 

Then  let  my  lip  in  homage  press 
Thy  fingers  all  Divine. 

Oft  have  I  kiss'd  that  hand  so  foir. 

Oft  in  return  been  blest — 
Lain  at  Thy  feet,  Thou  ever  dear. 

And  entered  into  rest. 

Spoilt  by  Thy  smile  for  all  the  world, 

E'en  saints  but  weaiy  me ; 
Love's  banner  o'er  my  soul  unfurled, 

Bids  me  have  none  but  Thee. 

My  sole  Delight,  my  only  Qood — 
My  Husband,  Lover,  Friend  ; 

Clad  with  Thy  glory,  life,  and  blood, 
When  will  my  rapture  end  ? 

••  When  Self-Existence  fails  to  he," 

Methinks  I  hear  Thee  say  : 
"  My  joy  is  thine  eternally — 

Thine  My  eternal  day." 
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CHRIST'S     FULNESS. 


Pbeaohbd  in  Obote  CHiPKii,  Gahbsrwell,  on  Sitndat  Mobning, 

JULT  27th,  1879,  BY 

THOMAS    BRADBURY. 


"  His  eyes  arc  as  the  eyes  of  doves  by  the  rivers  of  waters,  washed  with  milk, 
and  fitly  set."— Song  of  Solomon  v.  12. 

IT  has  been  oui*  lot  and  privilege  to  meditate  a  little  upon  the 
personal  glories  ana  excellencieB  of  God's  Chnst,  the 
Church  8  Bridegroom,  as  displayed  in  the  preceding  context. 
Tn  dweUing  upon  the  beauties  of  His  person  we  are  liable  to  be 
subjected  to  the  taunting  inquiry  of  the  proud  professor  and 
selfnsufficient  pietist,  "  What  is  thy  Beloved  more  than  another 
beloved,  that  thou  dost  so  charge  us  ?  "  If  our  hearts  have  been 
warmed  with  a  sense  and  realisation  of  the  love  of  Christ  which 

Easseth  knowledfi^e,  and  the  eyes  of  our  spiritual  understanding 
ave  been  ravished  with  the  sight  of  the  beauties  of  His 
adorable  person,  if  we  have  found  in  Him  the  only  object  for 
our  spiritual  admiration  and  the  sole  source  of  our  comfort  and 
edi6cation,  our  confession  will  be  that  of  Asaph,  '^  Whom  have 
I  in  heaven  but  Thee?  and  there  is  none  upon  earth  that  I 
desire  be^de  Thee"  (Psa.  Ixxiii.  25).  There  are  many 
objects  upon  which  our  eyes  rest  with  same  satisfaction,  there 
are  others  upon  which  our  hearts  linger  with  some  gratification  ; 
but  if  our  eyes  and  hearts  have  been  set  and  fixed  upon  Him, 

"  Here  we  would  sit  and  gaze  away 
A  long  and  everlasting  day.** 

The  world  may  count  us  strange,  and  mere  religionists  may  pro- 
nounce us  mad  ;  but  if  love  to  Christ  be  madness,  Lord,  increase 
our  madness.  If  our  speech  be  considered  peculiar  because  of 
the  prevailing  power  ot  the  name  of  Christ,  Lord,  increase  our 
peculiarity.  May  the  longing  of  our  souls  ever  be.  Lord,  cause 
us  to  feast  our  eyes  and  gratify  our  hearts  with  those  things  alone 
which  are  pleasing  and  acceptable  in  Thy  sight.     Into  whatso- 
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ever  company  we  enter,  may  Thy  truth  and  Thy  ylory  be  para- 
mount, and  may  our  adoring  confession  be,  with  the  bride, 
'*  Mu  Beloved  is  white  and  ruddy,  the  Chief  est  amcmg  ten  thousand*^ 
In  these  words  we  see  the  purity  of  His  person  and  the  perfec- 
tion of  His  atonement.  '^  His  head  is  as  the  most  fine  golcL'^  In 
this  metaphor  we  see  revealed  His  dominion,  majesty,^  and 
sovereignty  over  all  things,  in  the  understanding  and  experience 
of  which  we  can  sing, — 

<^  Keep  silence,  all  created  things, 
And  wait  joxa  Maker's  nod  ; 
My  soul  stands  trembling  while  she  sings 
The  honours  of  her  God. 

Life,  death,  and  hell,  and  worlds  unknown, 

Hang  on  His  firm  decree  ; 
He  sits  on  no  precarious  throne, 

Nor  borrows  leave  to  bb." 

We  delight  not  in  Divine  sovereignty  as  an  abstract  theory,  but 
as  a  glorious  reality,  even  the  sovereignty  of  His  grace  m  our 
hearts,  governing  our  aflFections,  reip:ning  over  our  rebellious 
wills  and  imperious  lusts,  and  causing  our  seeming  reverses  to 
work  together  for  our  good.  Yes,  He  reigns  over  all  things  for 
us,  "  manages  our  mean  affairs,"  and  teaches  us  that,  in  the  face 
of  all  our  oeadness,  darkness,  and  desolation,  we  are  just  as  near 
and  dear  to  Him  as  He  is  to  the  Father.  **  His  locks  are  bushy 
and  black  as  the  ravenJ'  Eternal  youth  belongs  to  our  most 
glorious  Christ.  All  the  thoughts  of  His  heart,  all  the  purposes 
of  His  covenant,  and  all  the  promises  of  His  Word  in  whicn  He 
is  pleased  to  reveal  Himself,  are  unchanging  and  imchangeable. 
His  locks  are  dark  and  mysterious  as  the  raven's  movements. 
His  thoughts  are  a  great  deep,  and  in  the  contemplation  of  them 
we  exclaim  with  Paul,  "  0  the  depths  of  the  ricnes  both  of  the 
wisdom  and  knowledge  of  Godl  how  unsearchable  are  His 
judgments,  and  His  ways  past  finding  out ! "  (Rom.  xi.  33). 

Three  weeks  ago  to-day  we  noticed  the  first  part  of  this 
morning's  text, — 

"  His  eyes  are  as  the  eyes  of  doves  by  the  rivers  of  waters, 
washed  with  milk,  and  fitly  set,'*  or,  *•  sitting  in  fulness^ 

"  His  eyes  "  denote  His  omniscience ;  His  perfect  knowledge 
of  His  people  and  all  that  concerns  them ;  His  watching  over 
them  in  all  their  anxieties,  cares,  and  perplexities ;  His  sympathy 
with  them  in  all  their  sufferings  and  sorrows;  His  compas- 
sion for  them  in  all  their  temptations,  trials,  and  tribulations. 
"His  eyes  are  upon  the  ways  of  man,  and  He  seeth  all  his 
goings.  There  is  no  darkness,  nor  shadow  of  death  where  the 
workers  of  iniquity  may  hide  themselves"  (Job  xxxiv.  21,  22). 
"  His  eyes  run  to  and  fro  throughout  the  whole  earth,  to^how 
Himself  strong  in  the  behalf  of  them  whose  heart  is  perfect 
toward  Him '^(2  Chron.  xvi.  9).  To  show  Himself  strong 
because  His  people  are  weak  indeed  in  the  experience  of  those 
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trying  scenes  throndb  which  He  in  His  predestined  providence 
is  leading  them.  "The  eyes  of  the  LORD  are  in  every  place, 
beholding  the  evil  and  the  good "  (Prov.  xv.  3).  But  in  no 
place  do  we  see  this  set  forth  so  clearly  and  fully  as  in  Hebrews 
IV.  12 — 16 :  "  For  the  Word  of  God  is  quick,  and  powerful,  and 
sharper  than  any  two-edged  sword»  piercing  even  to  the  dividing 
asunder  of  soul  and  spirit,  and  of  the  joints,  and  marrow,  and  is 
a  Discemer  of  the  thoughts  and  intents  of  the  heart.*'  What 
are  the  thoughts  and  intents  of  our  heart  this  morning?  I  do 
not  say,  our  heartSy  but "  our  heart ;  "  for  I  address  myself  to  the 
members  of  the  one  body,  to  the  lambs  and  sheep  of  Christ's 
flock.  The  desire  of  my  heart  in  the  ministrations  of  God's 
house  and  the  declaration  of  His  truth,  is  to  feed,  instruct, 
refresh,  and  encourage  the  flock,  and  leave  all  others  to  be 
searched,  sifted,  and  scattered  by  the  hand  of  my  God.  But 
what  are  the  thoughts  and  intents  of  our  hearts  ?  Mine,  at  this 
moment,  are  wholly  of  Him  and  His,  for  His  Father's  glory.  His 
exaltation,  the  honour  of  His  Spirit,  and  the  good  of  His  Church. 
'^  Neither  is  there  anv  creature  that  is  not  manifest  in  His  sight : 
but  all  things  are  naked  and  opened  unto  the  eyes  of  Him  with 
whom  we  have  to  do."  All  things  in  heaven,  earth,  hell,  and 
infinite  space  are  lying  bare  before  the  eyes  of  our  Head  and 
Husband.  "  Seeing,  then,  that  we  have  a  great  High  Priest 
that  is  passed  into  the  heavens,  Jesus  the  Son  of  God,  let  us 
hold  fast  our  profession.  For  we  have  not  an  high  priest  which 
cannot  be  touched  with  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities ;  but  was 
in  all  points  tempted  like  as  we  are,  yet  without  sin.  Let  us, 
therefore,  come  boldly  unto  the  throne  of  grace,  that  we  may 
obtain  mercy,  and  find  grace  to  help  in  time  of  need."  For  a 
little  while  we  will  notice  the  expression, 

** Rivers  of  waters'^  The  Holy  Ghost  by  Solomon  declares 
that  the  eyes  of  our  Beloved,  which  are  not  fierce  and  furious,  but 
lovely  and  loving,  are  by  the  rivers  of  waters.  The  word  "  water'^ 
in  God's  most^  Holy  Word  has  a  variety  of  meanings.  Sometimes 
it  refers  to  God's  goings  forth  in  grace  for  the  salvation  of  His 
people  (Psalm  xlvi.  4),  and  at  other  times  to  His  goings  forth 
m  judgment  upon  His  enemies.  Sometimes  it  illustrates  the 
onward  course  of  a  triumphing  and  devastating  army,  while,  at 
others,  it  shows  forth  the  irresistible  force  of  the  love  of  God  in 
Christ  Jesus,  as  we  see  in  2  Cor.  v.  14  :  "  For  the  love  of  Christ 
constraineth  us."  Borne  along  as  upon  the  bosom  of  an 
irresistible  current.  Kelly  beautifully  expresses  this  in  this 
sweet  verse, — 

*'  When  the  foe  desired  to  have  me, 

Jesus  saidf '  This  sheep  is  Mine/ 
And  resigned  His  life  to  save  me. 

Jesus  !  what  a  love  is  Thine ! 
All  victorious  is  its  course, 
Nothing  can  withstand  its  force." 

SoH^etimes  it  sets  forth  power  and  triumph  of  God's  truth,  the 

Digitized  bv   ^— ^^^-^ 


418  GROVE  CHAPEL  PULPIT. 

onward  progrees  of  the  everlasting  Gospel  unfolding  and  reveal- 
ing the  covenant  care,  kindness,  and  concern  of  JEHOVAH 
over  His  people  in  Christ  Jesns  (Ezebdel  xlvii.  1 — 12).  Ascrip- 
tions of  praise  flowing  from  the  hearts  of  the  redeemed  throng 
upon  Mount  Sion  are  likened  to  the  voice  of  many  waters  (Rev. 
XIV.  2).  The  aboundings  of  gi-iefs  and  sorrows  are  described 
under  this  figure  in  Psalm  cxix.  136:  "  Rivers  of  waters  run 
down  mine  eyes,  because  they  keep  not  Thy  law."  The  Holy 
Ghost  in  His  gracious  works,  as  seen  flowing  from  heaiis  of  true 
believers,  is  thus  set  forth  in  John  vii.  38  :  "  He  that  believeth 
on  Me,  as  the  Scripture  hath  said,  out  of  his  belly  shall  flow  rivers 
of  living  water."  The  peace  of  God  which  passeth  all  under- 
standing keeping  the  hearts  and  minds  of  His  people,  is  com- 
pared to  the  gentle  flow  of  a  river  in  Isaiah  Ixvi.  12.  Afflictions 
and  sorrows  abounding  to  the  people  of  God  are  thus  portrayed : 
"  When  thou  passest  through  the  waters,  I  will  be  with  thee ; 
and  through  tne  rivers,  they  shall  not  overflow  thee  "  (Isaiah 
xKii.  2).  When  we  are  led  to  consider  the  words,  ^*  His  eyes  are 
as  the  eyes  of  doves  by  the  rivers  of  waters,"  we  are  sweetlv 
forced  to  seek  hidden  streams  of  love,  life,  and  salvation  which 
God  has  designed  for  our  instruction  and  edification.  May  the 
blessed  Spirit  guide  us,  and  bless  us  with  precious  unfoldings  of 
covenant  consolations. 

*^Btver8  of  waters.''  Truth,  as  it  flows  from  the  throne  of  God, 
forms  a  river  of  perplexing  pains  and  pleasures.  This  is  experi- 
enced by  that  people  whom  He  prepares  and  presents  as  an 
acceptable  offering  to  Himself.  Turn  to  Isa.  xvni.  7 :  *^  In  that 
time  shall  the  present  be  brought  unto  the  LORD  of  hosts  of  a 
people  scattered  and  peeled,  and  from  a  people  terrible  hitherto ; 
a  nation  meted  out  and  trodden  under  foot,  whose  land  the  rivers 
have  spoiled,  to  the  place  of  the  name  of  the  LORD  of  hosts,  the 
mount  Zion."  Here  we  have  a  river  spoiling  in  its  effects. 
Truth  flowing  forth  by  the  irresistible  power  or  God  the  ever- 
blessed  Spirit,  spoils  ail  the  fair  beauty  of  nature's  productions. 
When  the  convicting  power  of  the  Spirit  of  truth  is  felt, 
away  goes  all  sense  of  creature  righteousness.  Look  at  the 
Saviour's  testimony  concerning  this  in  John  xvi.  8 — 12 :  "  And 
when  He  is  come.  He  will  convince  the  world  of  sin,  and  of 
righteousness,  and  of  judgment ;  of  sin,  because  they  believe 
not  on  Me."  Now  tell  me,  what  was  the  first  impressions  of 
God's  truth  upon  yonr  mind  ?  What  were  your  first  spiritual 
thoughts  of  God  ?  Surely  not  as  your  Father,  Friend,  Provider, 
and  Protector.  No.  He  was  revealed  in  the  purity  and  perfec- 
tions of  His  law  as  an  angry  Judge,  demanding  and  condemning. 
Solomon  says,  "  As  in  water  face  answereth  to  face,  so  the  heart 
of  man  to  man"  (Prov.  xxvii.  19).  When  I  first  came  to  see 
myself  in  the  pure,  crystal  water  of  Divine  truth,  in  the  clear 
shinings  of  the  purity  and  perfections  of  that  God  against  whom 
J  had  so  grievously  sinned,  I  could  say  nothing  but,  Jt  Behold  I 
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am  vile,  unolean,  unclean."  Then. I  heard  His  voice  declare, 
The  soul  that  sinneth  it  shall  die  "  (Ezek.  xviii.  4),  and,  ^'  Cursed 
is  every  one  that  continueth  not  in  all  things  which  are  written 
in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them  "  (Gal.  iii.  10).  His  judgment 
concerning  me  seemed  to  be.  ^'  Depart  thou  cursed  mto  ever- 
lasting fire,  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels  '*  (Matt.  xxv. 
41).  Here  He  taught  me  to  judge  mv  thoughts  according  to  His 
thoughts  of  infinite  purity,  and  I  founa  them  to  be  more  like  those 
of  a  devil  than  those  of  a  God.  He  brought  me  to  judge  of  my 
feelings,  when  I  discovered  them  to  be  those  of  a  beast  compared 
with  His.  He  gave  me  to  judge  myself  in  the  light  of  His 
glorious  perfections,  and  I  could  feel  myself  to  be  fit  fuel  for  hell, 
and  to  seek  association  with  Him  would  only  be  to  court  my 
own  destruction.  Thus  I  knew  and  felt  myself  to  be  a  scattered 
and  peeled  sinner,  one  whom  the  rivers  of  Divine  truth  and 
justice  had  spoiled  to  all  sense  and  sight  of  creature  righteous- 
ness and  beauty.  But  the  truth  of  our  text  was  made  exceediuj; 
precious  here.  His  eyes  as  the  eyes  of  doves  were  by  this 
spoiling  river,  and  will  be  in  the  case  of  every  elect  and  blood- 
bought  sinner.  It  matters  not  how  much  such  may  be  spoiled, 
what  devastation  and  desolation  they  may  experience  through  the 
application  of  JEHOVAH'S  righteous  law,  or,  what  loss  through 
the  rivers  of  Divine  conviction,  a  precious  Saviour  is  looking  on, 
not  with  eyes  of  fire  and  flame  to  burn  and  scorch  His  loved 
one,  but  with  eyes  of  tenderest  love  and  compassion,  a  heart 
near  to  bless,  and  a  hand  ready  to  save.  Hence  He  proceeds  to 
say,  "  Of  riffhteousness,  because  I  go  to  My  Father,  and  ye  see 
Me  no  more. '  He  had  obeyed  every  jot  and  tittle  of  His  Father's 
law.  He  gave  Himself  a  sacrifice  for  the  sins  of  His  people.  He 
entered  heaven's  highest  glory  for  them.  He  sends  His  blessed 
Spirit  to  quicken  and  convince  them  of  their  sin  and  of  His 
righteousness,  and  in  the  deep  waters  of  soul  trouble  watches 
over  them  with  His  eyes  of  faithful  love  and  fond  affection. 

"  Rivera  of  watera.^^  Look  again  at  the  portion  I  quoted  from 
Psa.  cxix.  136 :  "  Rivers  of  waters  run  down  mine  eyes."  This 
is  the  true  state  of  a  child  of  God  when  first  brought  to  know 
itself  in  living  oneness  with  Him.  Sin,  wherever  it  appears,  is 
exceeding  sinful.  The  cry  of  the  pietist  may  be  heard  on  every 
hand,  *^Sin  rolls  down  our  streets  tike  a  mighty  torrent ; "  but  the 
convinced  sinner  mourns  and  cries  because  of  the  aboundings 
of  sin  and  iniquitjr  in  his  soul's  experience  day  by  day.  Here  I 
am.  I  look  Avithin  for  holiness,  but  impurity  appears  at  every 
turn.  I  seek  for  comeliness,  but  every  hateful  monster  meets 
my  gaze.  I  sigh  for  the  company  of  heaven's  best  Beloved, 
but  devils  and  foul  spirits  harass  and  buffet  me.  I  long  to 
breathe  the  air  of  purity  and  love,  but  the  stench  of  corruption 
and  enmity  meets  me  on  every  hand.  I  look  around  me  and 
in  religious  matters  I  see  error  abounding,  while  in  secular  things 
profanity  and  profligacy  reign  rampant.     Sin  appeaiis  in  high 
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places  and  open  depravity  in  low  places;  and  go  where  I  may, 
apart  from  spiritual  communion  with  a  precious  Christ,  nothing 
but  sin  and  iniquity  meets  my  gaze,  while  rivers  of  waters  run 
down  mine  eyes.  Ah,  my  dear  friends,  a  child  of  God  who 
knows  what  it  is  to  enter  into  the  presence  chamber  of  his  God 
will  -take  good  care  that  neither  saint  nor  sinner  shall  disturb 
the  sacred  and  solemn  communings  of  that  hallowed  spot.  He 
loves,  with  spiritual  chastity  and  godly  jealousy,  to  hold  sweet 
intercourse  with  the  one  Object  of  his  heart's  affections,  unseen 
and  unheard  by  all  else  but  Him.  It  is  here  that  the  experience 
of  Jeremiah  is  freely  disclosed,  "  Oh  that  my  head  was  waters, 
and  mine  eyes  a  fountain  of  tears,  that  I  might  weep  day  and 
night  for  the  slain  of  the  daughter  of  My  people"  (Jer.  ix.  1). 
What  is  your  experience  in  the  presence  of  the  Majesty  of 
heaven  ?  Is  it  not  attended  with  feelings  and  emotions  not  to 
be  cast  before  dogs  and  swine,  and  not  to  be  displayed  in  the 
presence  of  the  fleshly  religious  multitude  ?  You  know  it  is. 
As  the  chastened  spirit  bows  in  the  solemn  silence  of  the  Divine 
presence,  let  but  a  tread  be  heard,  the  communion  is  interrupted, 
and  the  saint  appears  to  be  in  no  praying  mood.  The  true 
worshipper  in  spirit  and  in  secret  will  not  have  the  world,  no, 
not  even  the  nearest  and  dearest  upon  earth  to  hear  what  passes 
between  itself  and  the  God  of  all  grace.  I  am  sure  that  I  do 
speak  to  those  who  know  what  refreshing  tears  of  God's  own 
giving  are.  Let  me  ask  yon.  When  you  are  prostrate  in  true 
humiUty  before  your  God  and  those  who  are  so  near  and  dear 
to  you  are  brought  to  your  remembrance,  the  wife  of  your 
bosom,  the  husband  of  your  affections,  the  children,  offsprings  of 
your  body,  who  give  no  evidence  of  union  to  Him  in  whom  alone 
everlasting  Ufe  is  enjoyed,  and  bear  no  marks  of  oneness  with 
Him  through  whom  escape  from  everlasting  death  is  experienced, 
what  are  your  thoughts  then!  When  your  redeemed  spirit 
quivera  with  hope  in  the  presence  of  your  God,  and  your  heart 
fails  at  the  remembrance  of  the  folly,  sin,  and  shame  of  those 
who  are  your  own  flesh  and  blood,  where  are  you,  and  what  are 
you  t  Ah,  my  friends,  you  are  melted  into  nothingness  at  the 
thought  of  God's  gi-eat  mercy  to  you,  who  are  so  undeserving, 
and  with  hope  for  the  erring,  the  wayward,  and  the  dead  in  sins, 
while  rivers  of  waters  run  down  your  eyes.  Well,  ay,  and  it  is  well, 
look  up,  for  as  assuredly  as  the  Holy  Ghost  directs  your  downcast 
eyes  to  the  hills  of  everlasting  love  and  mercy  where  your 
covenant  Head  appears  for  you,  you  shall  know  the  precious 
truth  that  His  eyes  are  by  those  rivers  of  waters  which  run  down 
your  eyes.  Tears  of  God's  own  giving  are  never  shed  in  vain. 
Cheer  up,  poor  weeper,  it  may  be  when  thy  head  has  ceased  its 
aching  ana  lies  beneath  the  clods  of  the  earth,  when  thy  tongue 
has  ceased  its  stammering,  and  thine  eyes  are  for  ever  closea  in 
death,  those  who  in  thy  lifetime  cared  not  for  tiiy  God  and 
scouted  thy  religion,  may  rise  up  to  call  thee  blessed.     In  the 
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very  spot  where  thou  hast  yearned  with  anxiety  over  them, 
and  where  thy  God  has  showed  to  thee  marvellous  and 
surprising  grace,  there  they  may  be  heard  blessing  and  praising 
God  for  the  experience  of  that  precious  truth  recorded  in  Exod. 
XV.  2,  "My  father's  God." 

'*  Rivers  of  waters.'*  Turn  to  Isa.  xxxii.  2  :  "And  a  Man  shall 
be  as  a  hiding  place  from  the  wind,  and  a  covert  from  the 
tempest ;  as  rivers  of  water  in  a  dry  place,  as  the  shadow  of  a 
great  rock  in  a  weary  land."  Now  look  at  chap  xU.  17,  which  is 
a  very  blessed  portion  to  me :  "  When  the  poor  and  needy  seek 
water,  and  there  is  none."  Know  ye  anything  of  that  experience  ? 
Some  of  you  have  come  seeking  for  a  draught  of  the  water  of 
life,  love,  and  salvation  as  it  flows  in  the  sanctuary  for  the 
comfort  and  consolation  of  weary  souls ;  but  you  are  destined  to 
disappointment.  You  seek,  but  find  not.  You  ask,  but  receive 
no  answer.  *'  And  their  tongue  faileth  for  thirst."  The  tongue 
which  has  expressed  want,  desire,  and  expectation  fails  to  utter 
a  single  word.  **  I  the  LORD  will  hear  them."  God  will  hear 
the  desire  of  those  who  are  ready  to  perish  when  not  a  word  is 
spoken.  When  "  we  know  not  what  we  should  pray  for  as  we 
ought,  and  the  Spirit  itself  maketh  intercession  for  us  with 
groanings  which  cannot  be  uttered  "  (Rom.  viii.  26) — a  prajrer- 
inditing,  will  prove  Himself  a  prayer-answerine,  God.  This  is 
sweetly  expressed  in  that  precious  verse  which  has  found  its 
way  to  some  of  our  heai-ts, — 

"  And  if  in  lonely  places 

A  fearful  child,  I  shrink, 
He  prays  the  prayer  within  me 

I  cannot  ask  or  think. 
The  deep  unspoken  language, 

Known  only  to  that  love, 
Which  fathoms  this  heart's  mystery 

From  the  throne  of  light  above." 

He  knows  the  prayer  I  cannot  pray.  He  knows  the  words  I 
cannot  speak,  He  knows  the  desires  I  cannot  express.  He  knows 
the  necessities  1  cannot  utter;  and  He  says,  *'  I  the  LORD  will 
hear  them,  I  the  God  of  Israel  will  not  forsake  them ;  I  wiU  open 
rivers  in  high  places,  and  fountains  in  the  midst  of  the  valleys : 
I  will  make  the  wilderness  a  pool  of  water,  and  the  dry  land 
springs  of  water."  This  sets  forth  the  pure,  refreshing  streams 
of  grace  which  flow  forth  in  the  proclamation  of  God's  glorious 
Gospel,  even  the  waters  of  the  Sanctuary.  What  is  the  Sanc- 
tuary ?  A  place  erected  of  bricks  and  mortar,  paint  and  plaster, 
like  thist  Well,  sometimes  God  is  pleased  to  make  this  place  a 
sanctuary  to  His  people.  But  I  like  that  which  we  find  in 
Ezekiel  xi.  16:  "Thus  saith  the  Lord  God:  Although  I  have 
cast  them  far  off  among  the  heathen,  and  although  I  have  scat- 
tered them  among  the  countries,  yet  will  I  be  to  them  as  a  Uttle 
Sanctuary  in  the  countries  where  they  shall  come."^If  He  has 
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made  Himself  so  to  you,  He  will  cause  the  waters  of  Kfe,  lore, 
and  salvation  to  flow  unto  you,  causing  your  souls  to  ddight  in 
that  refreshment  and  encouragement  which' come  from  Him  alone. 
^^  Rivers  of  waters.**  The  river  of  eternal  love  and  life. 
*^  There  is  a  river,  the  streams  whereof  shall  make  glad  toe 
city  of  God  "  (Psalm  xlvi.  4).  Wherever  the  waters  of  ttiis  river 
come,  Hfe,  health,  and  fruitfulness  abound  (Ezekiel  xlvii.  1 — 12^. 
All  who  drink  of  them  are  blessed  with  the  knowledge  of  hell  s 
overthrow,  death's  destruction,  sin  put  away  by  the  sacrifice  of 
the  Surety,  and  Satan  thwaited  in  all  his  designs  against  the 
people  of  God.  Have  you  enjoyed  but  one  draught  from  this 
river  of  water  of  life  I  See  1  You  shall  live  eternally,  for  the 
testimony  of  the  Master  to  the  poor  harlot  of  Samaria  is, 
'*  Whosoever  drinketh  of  the  water  that  I  shall  give  him  shall 
never  thirst;  but  the  water  that  I  shall  give  him,  shall  be  in 
him  a  well  of  water  springing  up  into  everlasting  life"  ^John 
iv.  14).     With  the  sweet  enjoyment  of  this  we  may  well  sing — 

*•  Oh !  Christ  He  is  the  Fountain 

The  deep  sweet  well  of  love ! 
The  8t reams  on  eai*th  I've  tasteil, 

More  deep  ni  drink  above : 
There  to  an  ocean  fulness, 

His  mercy  doth  expand, 
And  glory — glory  dwelleth 

In  Immanuers  land." 

The  spiritual  understanding  and  experimental  realisation  of 
these  glorious  truths  fill  the  heart  with  joy  unspeakable  and  full 
of  glory.  These  are  waters  of  encouragement  to  the  feelingly 
forsaken  pilgrim ;  waters  of  refreshmeiit  to  the  fainting  and 
failing  traveller  to  Zion ;  waters  of  consolation  to  the  poor  and 
needy.  It  is  by  them  that  thy  Saviour-God  cheers  thee  with 
His  gracious  promises,  when  afflictions  and  son'ows  await  thee. 
"Fear  not;  for  1  have  redeemed  thee,  I  have  called  thee  by 
thy  name ;  thou  art  Mine.  When  thou  passest  through  the  waters^ 
1  will  be  with  tliee ;  and  through  the  rivers,  they  shall  not  overflow 
thee**  (Isa.  xliii.  1,  2).  As  assuredly  as  the  waters  of  hfe  have 
come  to  you  with  their  Hfe-giving  and  reviving  power,  you 
shall  sing  with  your  Lord  in  glory  and  know  what  that  means, 
"  For  the  Lamb  which  is  in  the  midst  of  the  throne  shall  feed 
them,  and  shall  lead  them  unto  living  fountains  of  waters;  and 
God  shall  wipe  aways  all  tears  from  their  eyes"  (Rev.  vii.  17). 
We  now  come  to  notice  the  words, 

"  Washed  with  milk**  This  may  have  reference  to  the  eyes,  or 
to  the  doves.  In  whatever  light  we  contemplate  them  a  fund 
of  Divine  instruction  and  consolation  is  sure  to  be  found  therein. 
The  Beloved  is  pleased  to  look  upon  His  bride  in  union  with  Him- 
self, and  behold  the  various  members  of  His  body  as  pure,  fair, 
and  comely  as  milk-white  doves  in  His  presence.  As  is  the 
medium  through  which  JEHOVAH  beholds,  so  are  i}ie  objects 
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beheld.  As  the  God  of  infinite  purity  looks  npon  His  own  in 
Christ  Jesus,  He  sees  them  washed,  pure,  clean,  and  white.  As 
the  beloved  Bridegroom  looks  with  love's  own  thrilling  gaze  upon 
His  bride  in  the  glass  of  His  Father's  decrees,  nestling  in  His 
bosom  of  everlasting  love,  sitting  at  His  sacred  feet,  and  receiving 
from  Him  those  blessings,  bounties,  and  benefits  which  abound 
by  Him  alone,  He  sees  her  pure  as  He  is  pure.  The  milk-white 
dove  of  Christ  loves  pure  provision.  The  dove  will  fly  lon^ 
distances  for  pure  water,  ana  those  in  experimental  oneness  with 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  love  the  pure  water  of  the  Gospel  without 
any  mixture  of  error.  This  is  blessedly  set  forth  in  the  words 
of  dear  old  John  Kent : — 

'*  We  plead  Thy  promise  made ; 
'Ti8  from  conditions  free  : 
In  bonds  of  everlasting  lore, 
ini  be  a  God  to  thee. 

'Tis  like  a  living  spring 

01  waters,  sweet  and  clear ; 
There's  not  an  *  if  *  to  fool  the  stream, 

Or  *  peradventure  *  here. 

Free  in  the  Fonntain-Head, 

The  source  from  whence  it  came : 
In  *  wills '  and  *  shalls '  of  Gospel  grace, 

Etemallj  the  same." 

He  further  describes  this  pure  water  clear  as  crystal  which  flows 
from  the  covenant  settlements  of  eternity,  thus : — 

"  Beneath  the  sacred  throne  of  God 
I  saw  a  river  rise ; 
The  streams  were  peace  and  pardoning  blood 
Descending  from  the  skies. 

Angelic  minds  cannot  explore 

This  deep,  unf athom'd  sea ; 
'Tis  void  of  bottom,  brim,  or  shore*, 

And  lost  in  Deity." 

Yes,  doves  will  fly  long  distances  with  longings  and  desires 
painfullv  experienced  to  feed  upon  clean  provision,  but  will  not 
notice  the  carrion  and  offal  which  satisfy  the  unclean  raven  and 
vulture.  So  the  living  children  of  God,  who  have  experienced 
the  inflowing  of  the  river  of  Divine  life  and  love,  will  not  hesi- 
tate to  walk  or  ride  long  distances  for  the  clean  provision  of  the 
everlasting  covenant,  pure  com  from  heaven's  gamer,  unadul- 
terated food  from  God  s  own  hands.  The  dove  is  characterised 
by  its  gentleness  and  meekness,  so  those  who  are  brought  into 
living  union  with  a  precious  Christ,  and  have  felt  the  love  of 
God  shed  abroad  in  their  heart  by  the  Holy  Ghost  given  unto 
them,  are  blessed  with  the  mind,  meekness,  and  gentleness  of 
Christ  (2  Cor.  x.  1 ;  Phil.  ii.  1 — 5).  Such  are  privileged  to  say : 
**  We  love  Him  because  He  first  loved  us,"  ana,  "  We  know  that 
we  have  passed  from  death  unto  life,  because  we  love  the 
brethren  *'  (I  John  iii.  14,  iv.  19).     1  know  there  are  some  here 
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this  morning  who  can  rise  so  high  as  that,  and  perhaps  cannot 
get  one  hair  s  breadth  hieher,  yet  you  may  consider  it  a  marvel- 
lous mercy  if  you  have  been  brought  to  love  anjr  poor  sinners 
because  of  the  image  and  spirit  of  the  Master  seen  in  them.  Oh, 
the  blessedness  of  knowing  that  I  am  a  milk-white  dove  washed 
in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.  Because  of  His  eves  of  love  which 
looked  upon  me  when  I  was  in  my  sin  and  pollution  (Ezek.  xvi. 
6 — 8),  I  am  declared  to  be  exceeding  beautiful,  ajr,  perfectlv 
beautiful^  through  the  comeliness  of  my  God  and  Saviour  which 
He  has  put  upon  me.  Look  at  these  precious  declarations: 
"Free  from  sin"  (Rom.  vi.  22);  '* justified  from  all  things" 
(Acts  xiii.  39)  ;  "perfect  in  Christ  Jesus"  (Col.  i.  28) ;  "accepted 
in  the  Beloved"  (Eph.  L  6);  "complete  in  Him*'  (Col.  ii.  10). 
Yet  God's  doves  are  remarkable  for  their  mourning  (Isa.  lix.  11 ; 
Ezek.  vii.  1 6).  Though  washed  and  justified,  they  are  a  mourning 
and  confessing  people.  They  cry  with  Job,  **  Behold,  I  am 
vile"  (Jobxl.  4).  Thev  sigh  with  the  bride,  "I  am  black" 
(Song  1.  5).  They  con^ss  with  Isaiah,  "  I  am  undone,  because 
1  am  a  man  of  unclean  lips "  (Isa.  vi.  5).  They  acknowledjge 
with  Paul,  "I  am  the  chief  of  sinners'*  (1  Tim.  i.  15).  But,  with 
all  this,  the  beloved  Bridegroom  will  speak  His  own  precious 
truth  home  to  the  soul,  "  Thou  art  all  fair.  My  love,  there  is  no 
spot  in  thee"  (Song  iv.  7).  1  love  that  word,  ''in  thee''  It  is 
not  only,  •*  there  is  no  spot  an  thee  "  through  imputation,  but 
**  there  is  no  spot  in  thee "  through  imputation.  The  Divine 
nature,  the  incorruptible  seed,  the  new  man,  is  like  God  Himself, 
and  cannot  sin  because  it  is  wholly  of  Himself. 

''And fitly  set''  Look  at  the  margin,  and  you  will  read, 
"  sitting  in  fulness ; "  or,  "fitly  placed  and  set  as  a  precious  stone  in 
the  foil  of  a  ring."  This  means  that  the  eyes  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  or  His  knowledge  of  His  people  is  perfect.  The  heavenly 
Bridegroom  is  omniscient.  His  eyes  glare  and  stare  not,  like 
those  of  a  fool.  His  eyes  are  not  sunken,  Uke  those  of  a 
betrayer.  They  are  fitly  set,  or  sitting  in  fulness,  which  means, 
they  are  perfect  and  complete,  turning  not  aside  from  His 
people,  but  looking  straight  forward  and  beholding  them  perfect 
and  complete  in  Him  in  spite  of  all  their  failures  and  falls.  In 
the  fulness  of  grace  and  glory  of  JEHOVAH'S  everlasting 
covenant  the  eyes  of  Christ  are  fitly  set  In  all  His  dealings 
with  His  people  He  is  ever  mindful,  and  always  has  respect  to 
the  covenant  (Psa.  Ixxiv.  20,  cxi.  5).  Let  us  dwell  upon  those 
precious  words : 

"  Sitting  in  fulness,"  What  fulness  is  this  ?  I  deh'ght  to 
sing  with  heart  and  voice : 

'*  All  fulness  resides  in  Jesus  our  Head, 
And  ever  abides  to  answer  our  need  ; 
The  Father*s  good  pleasure  hath  laid  up  in  store 
A  plentiful  treasure  to  give  to  the  poor." 

Turn  to  that  glorious  ascension  Psalm,  the  24th.    I  love  to  look 
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at  the  order  in  which  the  Psalms  have  been  placed  by  the  Holv 
Ghost.  In  the  22nd  we  see  Christ  in  redemption ;  in  the  23rd[, 
in  resurrection;  in  the  24th,  in  ascension.  Here  He  enters 
heaven's  highest  glory  to  possess  all  thin^  for  His  people,  and 
makes  a  wav  to  their  hearts  with  the  blessings  He  holds  for 
them.  Read  the  first  verse :  *^  The  earth  is  the  Lord's,  and  the 
fulness  thereof."  Is  itt  I  think  I  feel  the  flutterinffs  of  some 
downcast  hearts  before  me  this  morning,  in  which  areary  sur- 
misings  abound.  The  Lord's  earth  is  full  of  the  Lord's  treasures; 
but  you  are  poor,  needy,  destitute.  You  have  reckoned  up 
matters,  and  you  know  not  how  to  face  those  who  may  be 
making  demands  upon  you.  Fears  abound  that  you  may  not 
be  able  to  put  sufficient  upon  your  table  for  the  sustenance  of 
those  so  near  and  dear  to  you.  I  know  what  I  am  talkins; 
about,  and  that  this  is  the  lot  of  many  a  poor  child  of  God. 
Yet  cheer  up,  my  friend,  it  is  a  glorious  truth,  that,  "  The  earth 
is  the  LORD'S  and  the  fulness  thereof."  Its  teeming  minerals 
produced  by  the  ingenuity  of  man,  its  prolific  vegetation 
Drought  forth  by  the  sun,  and  its  cattle  upon  a  thousand  hills, 
are  all  the  Lord's  for  the  supply  of  His  people's  need.  Men 
mourn,  sigh,  and  rebel  against  the  God  of  heaven  because  of 
the  weather,  as  though  He  knows  not  how  many  showers  of 
rain  to  send  without  consulting  them.  I  know  it  is  a  pleasant 
thing  for  the  eyes  to  see  the  sun,  but  it  is  far  more  pleasant 
when  the  Sun  of  Righteousness  shines  in  the  heart.  Tnen  the 
empty  house  and  the  empty  sinner,  filled  with  the  love  of  God, 
resound  with  songs  of  gratitude  to  Him.  As  I  roam  amid  the 
broad  lands  and  beautiful  estates  of  the  nobility,  it  is  mine  to 
lift  my  heart  in  true  humility,  without  grudging  the  great  one 
his  greatness,  or  the  noble  his  nobility,  and  say,  ''My  Father 
made  them  all."  That  is  a  precious  declaration  of  the  apostle's : 
•*  All  things  are  yours."  "The  Father  loveth  the  Son,  and  hath 
given  all  things  into  His  hand  "  (John  iii.  35),  who  bestows  all 
covenant  blessings  with  a  liberal,  loving,  and  bountiful  heart. 
His  eyes  of  affection  and  compassion  are  ny  the  rivers  of  waters, 
wherever  His  love  and  life  flow,  wherever  godly  sorrow  and 
spiritual  necessity  are  experienced  and  breathed  out  of  an  exer- 
cised heart  to  Him,  and  to  Him  alone. 

'^Sitting  in  fulness.^*  Turn  with  me  to  that  marvellous 
declaration  in  Eph.  i.  22,  23 :  ''  And  hath  put  all  things  under 
His  feet,  and  gave  Him  to  be  the  Head  over  all  things  to  the 
Church,  which  is  His  body,  the  fulness  of  Him  that  Jillet/i  all  in 
alV^  In  the  fulness  of  His  love.  He  is  gazing  upon  His  Church, 
which  is  His  fulness.  Yes,  His  eye  of  love  is  ever  upon  the 
members  of  His  body  as  they  are  scattered  here  and  there  in 
this  sinful  world.  On,  my  poor  tried  and  tempted  brother,  my 
perplexed  and  harassed  sister,  you  who  are  now  experiencing 
fellowship  with  a  precious  Christ  in  His  sufferings,  it  may  be  in 
the  depths  of  desertion,  the  path  of  persecution,  or  the  furnace 
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of  affictiou,  whatever  be  the  sorrow  of  thy  spirit,  it  will  Drove 
to  be  the  foretaste  of  the  consolations  of  thy  God.  All  the 
fulness  of  covenant  love  must  be  enjoyed  by  the  bride,  the 
Church.  Look  at  that  declaration  of  the  Baptist  in  John  i.  16 : 
'^  Of  His  fulness  have  all  we  received,  and  grace  for  grace." 
Here  the  eyes  of  JEHOVAH-JESUS  see  the  ftdness  of  His 
mediatorial  grace  and  glory  received  by  His  poor  and  needy 
people.  It  matters  not  what  may  be  the  designs  of  Satan,  or 
the  sins  and  infirmities  of  the  recipients  of  His  fulness,  sovereign 
grace  over  all  will  abound,  and  He 

"  Will  follow  with  the  eye  of  love 

The  little  flock  for  which  He  diecL" 

Having  saved,  He  will  pardon  and  justify  from  all  sin ;  having 
justified,  He  will  cleanse  from  all  iniquity;  having  cleansed,  He 
will  breathe  His  sweet  peace  in  the  heart;  having  bi*eathed  His 
peace.  He  will  bring  His  loved  ones  home  to  glory. 

It  is  a  blessed  privilege  to  possess  a  discerning  eye  and  an 
understanding  heart  in  these  glorious  realities,  and  a  discrimi- 
nating judgment  to  distinguish  between  the  precious  and  the 
vile.  Thus  blessed,  we  shall  rejoice  in  the  truths  of  God  dealt 
out  to  us  by  Him.  No  sight  will  truly  gratify,  and  no  beauty 
will  fully^  satisfy,  the  eyes  of  precious  faith  and  fond  aflfection 
but  the  sight  and  beauty  of  Him  who  is  white  and  ruddy,  the 
Chiefest  among  ten  thousand,  whose  dove-like  eyes  can  never 
dart  condemnation  or  death  to  the  loved  ones  of  His  heart. 

May  the  Lord  add  His  blessing  for  His  own  name's  sake. 
Amen. 

HYMN. 

Jbsus  saw  His  Church  elected, 

And  betrothed  her  as  His  own  ; 
She  shall  never  be  rejected, 

But  be  partner  of  His  throne ; 
How  He  lov*d  her  ! 

Long  ere  time  or  sin  were  known. 

Jesus  saw  His  Church  when  falling 

Into  ruin  and  disgrace ; 
When  her  state  was  most  appalling, 

Stood  as  Surety  in  her  place  : 
HowHelov*dher  I 

Thus  to  magnify  His  grace. 

Jesus  saw  His  Church  enslaved, 

In  her  guilt  and  far  from  God  ; 
But,  resolv'd  she  should  be  8av(;d, 

Interposed  His  precious  blood. 
How  He  lov'd  her  I 

Thus  to  suffer  for  her  good. 

Jesus  saw  His  Church  when  straying, 
Brought  her  back  by  80v*reign  grace  ; 

Now  He  sees  her  watching,  praying, 
Waiting  to  behold  His  lace  : 

Still  Hclovcs  her! 
And  in  heaven  prepares  her  place. 

JmSVU  iBONS. 
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*'  His  cheeks  are  as  a  bed  of  spices,  as  sweet  flowers." — Song  of  Solomon  ▼.  13. 

IN  true  and  perfect  order^  and  by  the  grace  and  guidance  of 
God  the  ever-blessed  Spirit,  the  bride  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
describes  His  rare  beauties  and  varied  excellencies.  She  par- 
ticularizes the  various  features,  and  describes  distinctly  the 
beauties  brought  to  Ught  by  Him  who  delights  to  glorify  the 
Father's  Christ,  and  to  bear  witness  concerning  Him  (John  xvL 
13—15). 

It  has  been  our  privilege  to  contemplate  the  Headship  of 
Christ,  and  to  glory  in  His  Godhead,  Majesty,  and  Sovereignty, 
while  our  hearts  rejoice  to  behold  Him  as  the  source  of  all 
heavenly  wisdom  and  power  to  the  members  of  His  one  body* 
We  have  admired  His  black  and  bushy  locks,  in  which  were 
revealed  His  gracious  purposes,  precious  promises,  loving 
thoughts,  and  perfect  performances  for  His  people.  We  have 
looked  into  His  eyes  of  affection  and  seen  them  ever  watching 
over  the  objects  of  His  everlasting  love.  They  were  ever  over 
them  for  good,  and  on  the  look  out  as  it  were  for  opportunities 
to  display  that  fulness  of  grace  and  glory  entrustea  to  Him  by 
the  Father  for  them.  His  eyes  are  ever  by  the  rivers  of  life  and 
love  which  flow  from  the  throne  of  God  and  from  the  Sanctuary 
above,  conveying  blessings  wherever  they  come — the  rivers  of 
godly  sorrow  and  deep  contrition  flowing  down  the  faces  of 
those  in  whom  His  suflerings  abound.  His  eyes  are  set  in  fulness. 
This  led  us  to  dwell  upon  the  fulness  of  the  earth  which  is 
for  His  bride,  the  Church,  the  fulness  of  His  grace  and  glor^ 
with  which  He  never  fails  to  meet  every  spiritual  need  of  His 
afflicted  brethren.  We  are  brought  this  morning  to  meditate 
upon  the  very  blessed  words  I  have  read  for  you  as  mv  text, 
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*'  His  cheeks  are  as  beds  of  spices,  as  sweet  flowers/^ 
May  it  be  ours  by  the  teaching  and  anointing  of  the  fioly 
Ghost  to  seek  a  little  instruction  and  encouragement  from  these 
metaphors  and  mysteries.  Metaphorical  they  are  to  the  Spirit- 
taught,  yet  they  abound  with  spiritual  instruction  and  consolation. 
Mysterious  and  meaningless  are  they  to  all  those  who  are  left  to 
wander  amid  the  dark  regions  of  spiritual  ignorance  and  error. 
Well  might  the  Saviour  say  unto  His  enquiring  disciples,  "  Unto 
you  it  is  given  to  know  the  mysteries  of  the  kingdom  of  God : 
but  to  others  in  parables ;  that  seeing  they  might  not  see,  and 
hearing  they  might  not  understand  "  (Luke  viii.  10). 

"  Sis  cJieehJ"  This  is  an  expression  flowing  from  the  heart 
of  the  bride  by  the  teaching  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  to  describe  what 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  really  and  truly  ia  to  her  in  experience, 
knowledge,  and  understanding.  His  cheeks  are  named  to  set 
forth  the  aspect  of  His  face,  or  countenance.  The  face  is  said  to 
be  the  index  of  the  mind,  so  when  the  cheeks  or  face  of  Chi-ist 
are  spoken  of,  we  iudge  of  His  disposition,  mind,  and  heart 
toward  His  bride  who  has  been  embraced  in  His  bosom  of  love 
from  the  ages  of  eternity.  As  we  are  led  by  the  Holy  Ghost  to 
look  at  a  few  portions  of  the  Word  which  are  familiar  to  our  minds, 
the  meaning  of  which,  in  connection  with  our  text,  has  been 
hidden  from  our  view,  we  shall  see  much  that  is  instructive  and 
refreshing  to  our  spirits.  The  face  of  JEHOVAH- JESUS.  This 
is  a  figure  of  speech  which  reveals  His  favour  and  love  to,  or 
anger  and  hatred  against,  whom  He  will.  Turn  to  Psa.  xxxiv. 
16  :  *^  The  face  of  the  LORD  is  against  them  that  do  evil,  to  cut 
off  the  remembrance  of  them  from  the  earth."  Contrast  with 
this  Psa.  xxxi.  16  :  '*  Make  Thy  face  to  shine  upon  Thy  servant : 
save  me  for  Thy  mercies'  sake."  In  the  first  of  these  quotations 
His  face  is  represented  as  against  some,  while  the  second 
expresses  the  cry  of  one  in  experimental  oneness  with  Jesus  in 
His  sufferings,  for  the  light,  joy,  and  smile  of  His  countenance. 

"  His  frown  is  hell, 
His  smile  is  heaven." 

In  one  case  His  face  reveals  wrath  against  all  those  who  are 
outside  the  pale  of  His  grace,  and  who  are  not  included  in  His 
covenant  of  love.  In  the  other  case  it  denotes  the  affection  of 
His  heart  toward  those  of  whom  we  can  sing  with  the  spirit  and 
with  the  imderstanding  also, 

**  Twas  with  an  everlasting  love 

That  God  His  own  elect  embrac*d, 
Before  He  made  the  worlds  above, 

Or  earth  on  her  huge  columns  plac'd. 
Long  ere  the  sun's  refulgent  ray 

Pnmeval  shades  of  darkness  drove, 
They  on  His  sacred  bosom  lay, 

Lov'd  with  an  everlasting  love." 

The  affections  of  our  blessed  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  are 
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ever  the  same,  and  cannot  be  affected  or  influenced  by  any 
change,  weakness,  or  infirmity  in  His  people.  His  love  is 
invincible,  immutable,  and  inexhaustible.  Its  fulness  can  never 
be  diminished.  Its  power  can  never  be  weakened.  "  Having 
loved  His  own  which  were  in  the  world,  He  loved  them  unto 
the  end  "  (John  xiii.  1).  Turn  with  me  to  Psa.  Ixxxiv.  9,  where 
the  Psalmist,  praying  to  his  God  under  a  sense  of  his  utter 
un worthiness  and  undeservedness,  cried,  *'  Behold,  0  God,  our 
Shield,  and  look  upon  the  face  of  Thine  Anointed."  He  knew 
that  his  God  could  see  everything  that  yielded  Him  infinite  and 
ineffable  delight  in  the  face  of  His  Christ.  One  has  very  well 
said,  "  The  countenance  is  a  crystal  wherein  the  thoughts  and 
affections,  otherwise  invisible,  appear;  and  is  a  natural  sign 
known  to  all.  It  is  by  the  face  also  that  one  man  is  known  and 
distinguished  from  another ;  and  it  is  a  matter  of  admiration, 
that  80  few  parts  composing  it,  and  in  so  small  a  compass,  and 
always  in  the  same  situation,  yet  there  is  such  a  diversity  of 
faces  in  the  world.  These  innumerable  different  characters  in 
the  faces  of  men,  is  the  counsel  of  a  most  wise  Providence,  for 
the  universal  benefit  of  the  world ;  for  human  societies  cannot 
be  preserved  without  union  and  distinction :  the  one  prevents 
division,  the  other  confusion ;  and  this  distinction  is  caused  by 
the  variety  of  countenances."  It  is  by  the  face  that  the  grief  or 
joy,  sorrow  or  consolation,  hatred  or  love,  folly  or  wisdom,  desire 
or  disgust,  of  a  person  is  known.  In  the  face  the  disposition  of 
the  heart  is  detected.  Yet  here  ofttimes  mistakes  are  made. 
Tou  all  remember  Samuel's  lack  of  discernment  as  recorded  in 
I  Sam.  xvi.  6,  7:  "  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  they  were  come, 
that  he  looked  on  Eliab,  and  said,  Surely  the  Lord's  anointed  is 
before  Him.  But  the  LORD  said  unto  Samuel,  Look  not  on 
bis  countenance,  or  on  the  height  of  his  stature;  because  I  have 
refused  him ;  for  the  LORD  seeth  not  as  man  seeth ;  for  man 
looketh  on  the  outward  appearance,  but  the  Lord  looketh  on 
the  heart."  Yes,  we  look  upon  the  face,  and  according  to  its 
aspect  we  judge,  but  our  judgment  is  not  always  just.  When 
God  looks  upon  the  face.  He  sees  the  heart,  and  cannot  be 
deceived.  When  He  looks  upon  the  face  of  His  Anointed,  He 
sees  the  heart,  love,  affection^  and  compassion  of  Jesus  to  His 
Church  and  people,  and  their  spiritual  oneness  of  heart  with  Him 
in  the  worship  of  a  covenant  God  and  Father.  Between  the 
worshippers  and  the  worshipped  there  is  sweet  agreement.  Their 
minds  are  fixed  upon  the  same  Object,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
Upon  Him  the  Father's  eyes  are  feasting  with  unceasing  and 
ineffable  complacency,  and  He  is  the  one  Object  of  deep  and 
untold  delight  to  the  heart  of  His  waiting  people.  The  Father 
looks  upon  the  Son  of  His  love,  and  His  eyes  of  love  attract 
those  of  His  people  to  the  same  Object,  where  they  meet  in 
blessed  and  hallowed  agreement.  Here  a  covenant  God  and 
etemally-loved    sinners    rejoice    together.      Sweet,    spiritual 
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harmonies  prevail — no  discordant  sounds — ^no  jarring  notes  are 
there  to  mar  the  peace  and  quietness  of  God  which  passeth  all 
understanding,  and  which  keeps  the  hearts  and  minds  of  His 

geople  in  the  knowledge  and  love  of  Him  and  of  His  Son  Jesus 
hnst  our  Lord.  As  f  am  known  and  discerned  by  my  face,  so 
J  EHOVAH  is  known  and  discerned  in  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ. 
In  His  cheeks  or  face  I  understand  those  blessed  words  set  before 
us  in  John  i.  14 :  *'  And  the  Word  was  made  flesh,  and  dwelt 
among  us  (and  we  beheld  His  glory,  the  glory  as  of  the  Only 
Begotten  of  the  Father),  full  of  grace  and  truth."  In  keeping 
with  this  the  beloved  John  wrote  to  the  Church :  ^*  That  which 
was  from  the  beginning,  which  we  have  heard,  which  we 
have  seen  with  our  eyes,  which  we  have  looked  upon, 
and  our  hands  have  handled,  of  the  Word  of  life.  That 
which  we  have  seen  and  heard  declare  we  unto  you,  that 
ye  also  may  have  fellowship  with  us ;  and  trulv  our  fellow- 
ship is  with  the  Father,  and  with  His  Son  Jesus  Christ." 
In  the  incarnation  of  the  Son  of  God  His  pure,  sinless,  and 
spotless  humanity  is  presented  to  our  wondering  and  adoring 
view,  and  through  that  humanity  the  glories  and  perfection  of 
Godhead  in  connection  with  every  point  and  particular  of  His 

Eeople's  salvation.  As  God  is  tnus  revealed  to  the  waiting 
earts  of  His  children,  they  rejoice  with  joy  unspeakable  and  full 
of  glory,  and  without  hesitancy  or  presumption  cry,  ^*  Truly  our 
fellowship  is  with  the  Father,  and  with  His  Son  Jesus  Chiist/* 
Our  fellowship  with  the  Father  is  in  the  unutterable  delight  He 
has  in  His  Son  Jesus  Christ.  Our  fellowship  with  Jesus  Christ 
is  in  the  unspeakable  pleasure  He  had  in  subjecting  Himself  to 
His  Father's  will,  and  in  revealing  it  to  our  adoring  hearts. 

**  His  cheeks.^'*  As  we  contemplate  the  face  or  person  of  our 
blessed  Saviour  as  revealed  in  His  glorious  Gospel,  we  see 
modesty  beaming  forth  at  every  step  He  took  from  oethlehem*s 
manger  to  Calvary's  cross.  His  spirit  was  meek  and  lowly; 
His  temper  unassuming;  His  deportment  unobtrusive.  The 
modesty  of  Christ  is  a  theme  which  delights  the  mind  of  the 
Spirit-taught  family,  and  will  fill  the  angelic  intelligencies 
before  the  throne  with  wonder  throughout  a  never-ending 
eternity.  From  ages  He  stood  in  the  glory  of  the  Father,  and 
in  the  perfections  of  His  majestic  grace.  He  who  was  sovereign 
Lord  over  all  things  descended  to  the  level  of  a  babe,  ay,  to  be 
a  worm  and  no  man,  a  reproach  of  men,  and  despised  of  the 

Eeople  (Psalm  xxii.  6).  Though  equcJ  with  the  Father,  He 
ecame  subject  to  Him.  The  Creator  and  Monarch  of  all,  yet 
)B[e  became  subject  to  the  creatures  of  His  hand.  Though  the 
Pramer  and  Giver  of  God's  holy  and  righteous  law,  yet  He 
became  obedient  to  every  joy  and  tittle  of  it  for  His  people. 
Though  He  was  the  Brightness  of  the  Father's  glory,  and  the 
express  Image  of  His  person,  yet  with  modesty,  meekness,  and 
mildness,  at  which  angelic  minds  are  staggered,  He  comes  down 
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to  wait  upon  His  own,  attend  them  at  every  step,  minister  to 
the  necessities  of  the  needy,  the  weaknesses  of  tne  weak*  and 
the  perplexities  of  His  weary  pilgrims.  He  washes  the  filthy, 
clothes  the  naked,  feeds  the  hungry,  and  graces  the  graceless, 
so  that  when  the  Father  looks  upon  them.  He  beholds  them 
perfect,  righteous,  and  complete.  He  cannot  see  one  flaw,  blot, 
or  spot  in  all  the  will,  way,  or  work  of  Christ,  which  He  has 
made  over,  reckoned  to,  and  placed  upon  His  own  elect.  But 
the  modesty  of  Christ  shone  the  brightest  when  the  days  were 
darkest  to  Him.  Toward  the  close  of  His  existence  upon  earth, 
the  clouds  of  judgment  gathered  thickly  around  Him.  The 
flaming  sword  of  JEHOVAH'S  justice  was  fully  awake  against 
the  Man,  His  Fellow,  and  the  powers  of  hellish  and  human 
malice  were  concentrated  against  Him.  "It  pleased  JEHOVAH 
to  bmise  Him  and  put  Him  to  grief"  (Isaiah  liii.  10),  and  those 
whom  His  hands  had  created,  wounded  and  distressed  Him,  as 
set  forth  in  Isaiah  li.  6 :  "  I  gave  My  back  to  the  smiters,  and 
My  cheeks  to  them  that  plucked  off  the  hair :  I  hid  not  My  face 
from  shame  and  spittinff."  Here  we  see  our  blessed  Lord 
willingly  descending  to  the  lowest  depths  of  human  degradation, 
to  the  lowest  depths  of  His  people's  sorrows  and  sufferines,  and 
for  them  enduring  what  no  mortal  ever  experienced  beiore  or 
since.  Turn  to  Micah  v.  1 :  **  Now  gather  thyself  together  in 
troops,  0  daughter  of  troops :  he  hath  laid  siege  against  us : 
they  eliall  smite  the  Judge  of  Israel  with  a  rod  upon  the  cheek"  If 
you  desire  full  proof  of  this  in  the  person  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  read  Matt.  xxvi.  67  :  "  Then  did  they  spit  in  His  face, 
and  buffeted  Him ;  and  others  smote  Him  with  the  palms  of 
their  hands,  saying.  Prophesy  unto  us,  Thou  Chiist,  who  is  it  that 
smote  Thee  ? "  Also  Matt,  xxvii.  30 :  '*  And  they  spit  upon 
Him,  and  took  the  reed,  and  smote  Him  on  the  head."  By  the 
bruisings  He  received,  and  the  sufferings  He  endured,  the  sweet 
fragrance  of  redeeming  love  flows  forth  from  His  adorable 
person.  His  lovely  face.  His  modest  cheeks  which  '^are  cw  a  bed  of 
spices^  as  sweet  flowers''  As  I  am  led  to  contemplate  the  mysterv 
of  His  incarnation.  His  suretyship  suffering  m  Gethsemanes 
eloom^  garden,  His  humiliation  in  the  judgment  hall,  His 
desertion  amid  the  wild  heights  of  Calvary,  and  His  heart  broken 
with  reproach,  I  see  my  redemption  secured  on  the  basis  of 
inexorable  and  eternal  truth.  JustiQC  cannot  be  moved  from  its 
pui*po8e,  but  will  have  its  due  either  from  the  sinner  or  the 
Surety.  If  I  am  left  to  myself,  hell  must  be  my  portion.  If  I 
am  found  in  the  hands  of  the  Surety  of  the  covenant,  heaven 
itself  must  be  my  eternal  home.  0  how  blessed  it  is  to  contem- 
plate the  glorious  truth  that  in  the  person  of  my  Lord  and 
Saviour  all  the  law's  demands  have  Deen  met  and  answered, 
and  every  question  of  sin  between  me  and  my  God  have  been 
everlastingly  settled  I  It  is  a  precious  privilege  to  gaze  upon 
that  face  of  His  which  was  once  marred  more  than^any  man's 
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(Isaiah  lii.  14),  and  was  so  uncomely  in  the  eyes  and  estimation 
of  His  fellows  that  they  saw  no  beauty  in  Him  that  they  should 
desire  Him.  That  very  face,  now  in  the  presence  of  the  Father's 
glory,  is  all  beauty,  grace,  and  comeliness,  and  the  revelation  of 
its  beauty,  grace,  and  comeliness  is  the  joy  and  rejoicing  of  all 
those  in  blessed  and  hallowed  association  with  Him. 

^^His  cheeks.'*  I  love  to  contemplate  the  glorious  perfections 
of  our  adorable  Saviour  as  expressed  in  the  exact  language  of 
the  Scriptures  of  truth.  Seeking  the  guidance  and  teaching  of 
God  the  ever-blessed  Spirit,  we  will  look  at  a  portion  or  two 
which  set  forth  the  mind,  will,  purpose,  and  pleasure  of 
JEHOVAH  in  the  cheeks  of  Jesus  Christ.  Turn  with  me  to 
2  Cor.  iv.  4 — 6.  Writing  of  the  lost,  the  reprobate,  the  apostle 
says :  *^  In  whom  the  god  of  this  world  hath  blinded  the  minds 
of  them  which  believe  not,  lest  the  light  of  the  glorious  Gospel 
of  Christ,  who  is  the  image  of  God,  should  shme  unto  them. 
For  we  preach  not  ourselves,  but  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord;  and 
ourselves  your  servants  for  Jesus'  sake.  For  God  who  com- 
manded the  light  to  shine  out  of  darkness^  hath  shined  in  our 
hearts,  to  give  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God 
in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ'^ 

**  Lord,  what  a  heaven  of  saving  grace 
Shines  thro*  the  beauties  of  Tliy  face, 
And  lights  our  passions  to  a  flame  1 
Lord,  how  we  love  Thj  charming  name  1 " 

Come  with  me  to  Proverbs  xvi.  15:  "  In  the  light  of  the  King's 
countenance  is  life."  As  I  have  said  before,  the  face  is  the  index 
of  the  mind,  or  that  crystal  in  which  the  thoughts,  purposes, 
dispositions,  and  emotions  of  the  mind  are  revealed.  So  m  the 
person,  face,  or  cheeks  of  our  glorious  King-Priest  eternal  life, 
the  life  of  God,  is  revealed  and  communicated  to  the  elect  and 
redeemed  of  God.  The  hiding  of  His  face  is  death,  dreariness, 
and  desolation  to  those  who  have  lived  beneath  His  smile. 
"  When  He  giveth  quietness,  who  then  can  make  trouble  t  and 
when  He  hideth  His  face^  who  then  can  behold  Him?"  (Job 
xxxiv.  29).  By  nature,  death  and  darkness  are  our  lot ;  but  in 
experimental  oneness  with  our  Saviour-God,  we  can  say  with 
Paul,  "  GOD  hath  saved  us,  and  called  us  with  an  holy  calling, 
not  according  to  our  works,  but  according  to  His  own  purpose 
and  grace,  which  was  given  us  in  Christ  Jesus  before  the  world 
began,  but  is  now  made  manifest  by  the  appearing  of  our 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  who  hath  abolished  death,  and  hath 
brought  life  and  immortality  to  light  through  the  Gospel "  (2 
Tim.  i.  9,  10).  You  have  seen  in  the  benediction  pronounced  by 
the  high  priest  of  the  Jewish  dispensation,  as  recorded  in  Num. 
vi.  24—26,  that  the  face  of  JEHOVAH  in  blessing,  is  the  mani- 
festation of  His  ffrace  to  His  own.  See  1  "  The  LORD  bless 
thee,  and  keep  thee:  The  LORD  make  His  face  shine  upon  thee, 
and   be  gracious  unto  thee:   The  LORD  lift  up  His  countenance 
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upon  thee,  and  give  thee  peace.^'  .Many  portions  may  be  found 
which  show  that  the  countenance  expresses  sorrow  or  joy,  favour 
or  wrath.  A  sense  of  Divine  disapprobation  caused  Cain's 
countenance  to  fall  (Gen.  iv.  5,  6,).  His  face  revealed  the  secret 
of  his  heart's  enmity  to  the  sovereign  will  of  JEHOVAH,  and 
his  hatred  of  his  elect  and  accepted  brother  Abel.  The  morning 
after  the  butler  and  baker  had  dreamed  their  dreams,  when 
Joseph  came  in  to  them,  he  saw  by  the  sadness  of  their  faces 
the  sorrow  of  their  hearts,  and  said  unto  them,  "  Wherefore  are 
your  faces  evil  ?  "  (Gen.  xl.  6,  7).'  In  God's  deahngs  with  His 
people,  providentially  or  spiritually,  they  judge  concerning  Him, 
out  even  His  darkest  dispensations  are  for  their  good  and  for 
His  glory. 

"  Judge  not  the  Lord  W  feeble  sense, 
But  trust  Him  for  His  grace  ; 
Behind  a  frowning  providence 
He  hides  a  smiling  face." 

This  is  illustrated  in  the  case  of  Jacob  when  he  spoke  to  his 
wives  respectinff  the  hard  treatment  he  received  at  the  bands 
of  their  father  Laban.  See  Gen.  zxxi.  4,  5  :  '^  And  Jacob  sent 
and  called  Rachel  and  Leah  to  the  field  unto  his  flock,  and  said 
unto  them,  I  see  your  father's  countenance,  that  it  is  not  toward 
me  as  before."  Coldness,  suspicion,  envy,  and  jealousv  were 
detected  in  Laban's  face  by  Jacob.  But  love,  favour,  confidence, 
and  affection,  beam  forth  from  a  loving  and  approving  coun- 
tenance. You  see  this  confessed  in  me  outpouring  of  the 
Psalmist  8  heart  in  Psalm  iv.  6 :  "  There  be  many  that  say,  Who 
will  show  us  any  good  ?  LORD,  lift  Thou  up  the  light  of  Thy 
countenance  upon  us."  Again  in  Psalm  xxi.  6:  "For  Thou 
hast  made  him  most  blessed  for  ever;  Thou  hast  made  him 
exceeding  giftd  with  Thy  countenance,"  or,  as  you  read  in 
the  margin,  ^^  gladdened  him  with  joy'^  The  presence  or  face 
of  JEHOVAH  is  the  salvation  and  joy  of  His  people,  as  we 
read  in  Psalm  xlii.  5,  "  Why  art  thou  bowed  down,  0  my  soull 
and  why  art  thou  disquieted  within  me  ?  hope  thou  in  God  :  for 
I  shall  yet  praise  Him  for  the  help  of  His  countenance ; "  or, 
according  to  the  marginal  rendering,  which  is  most  precious, 
" Hie  presence  is  salvation'^  As  I  am  led  by  the  Spirit  into  an 
experimental  knowledge  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  there  I  see  His 
face,  I  adore  His  person,  I  behold  my  God,  and  the  marvellous 
mysteries  of  grace  which  the  Father  has  hidden  in  Him  for  me, 
I  rejoice  in  the  possession  of  life,  love,  favour,  salvation,  and 
safety.  Yes,  eternal,  undisturbed  safety  and  security.  See 
Psalm  xxxi.  20 :  "  Thou  shalt  hide  them  in  the  secret  of  Thy 
presence,  from  the  pride  of  man  :  Thou  shalt  keep  them  secretly 
m  a  pavilion  from  the  strife  of  tongues."  How  blessed  it  is  for 
us  to  Know  that  in  the  face  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  which  was 
once  marred  as  no  man's,  which  indicated  the  endurance  of 
sufferings  for  us  unknown  before,  we  possess  salvation,  succour, 
sympathy,  and  security.  o,.. ..  Googk 


434  GROVE  OHAPEai  PULPIT, 

**  His  cheeksJ^  I  love  to  dwell  upon  that  sweet  narrative  of 
face  to  face  talk  between  JEHOVAH  and  Moses  as  recorded  in 
Exodns  xxxiii.  Begin  to  read  at  verse  12,  "  And  Moses  said 
unto  the  LORD,  See,  Thou  sayest  unto  me,  Bring  up  this  people : 
and  Thou  hast  not  let  me  know  whom  Thou  wilt  send  with  me. 
Yet  Thou  hast  said,  I  know  thee  by  name,  and  thou  hast  also 
found  grace  in  My  sight.  Now,  therefore,  I  pray  Thee,  if  I  have 
found  grace  in  Thy  sight,  show  me  now  Thy  way,  that  T  may 
know  Thee,  that  I  may  find  grace  in  Thy  sight :  and  consider 
that  this  nation  is  Thy  people.     And  He  said,  My  presence  shall 

go  with  thee,  and  I  will  give  thee  rest."  Thepresence  of  our 
•od  is  salvation.  The  presence  of  JEHOVAH- JElsUS  is  security. 
The  presence  of  our  adorable  Emmanuel  aflfords  a  rest,  a  peace, 
a  quietness,  which  all  the  powers  of  hell  and  sin  can  never 
disturb  or  destroy.  0  my  dear  friends,  this  is  something  solid 
and  substantial  for  us  to  consider,  and  it  will  be  the  cause  of 
our  everlasting  and  uninterrupted  joy,  when,  through  a  long 
eternity  upon  His  glorious  throne, 


-  we  sball  see  His  face, 


And  never,  never  sin ; 
There  from  the  rivers  of  HiB  grace, 
Drink  endless  pleasures  in. 

As  the  eye  of  precious  faith  is  fixed  upon  His  fulness ;  as  the 
eye  of  fond  affection  is  entranced  with  His  beauty ;  as  the  eye 
of  spiritual  understanding  contemplates  His  blessedness,  we  enjoy 
intimacy,  familiarity,  and  fellowship  with  Him.  Moses  knew 
something  of  this,  according  to  Exodus  xxxiii.  11:  **  And  the 
LORD  spake  to  Moses  face  to  face,  as  a  man  speaketh  unto  his 
friend."  You  see  the  same  in  the  case  of  Jacob  at  Peniel, 
where,  after  the  Covenant  Angel  had  wrestled  with  him,  he  said, 
"  I  have  seen  God  face  to  face,  and  my  life  is  preserved  '*  (Gen. 
xxxii.  30).  What  is  the  meaning  of  the  word  Peniel  I  "  The 
face  of  God^*  (see  margin).  In  ancient  days  all  Israel,  in  the 
person  of  the  high  pnest,  held  communion  with  God  face  to 
face.  As  the  blood  of  atonement  met  JEHOVAH'S  view,  wrath, 
fury,  indignation,  and  anger  were  hushed  into  silence.  Now,  as 
He  looks  upon  the  face  of  His  Anointed,  fury  is  not  in  Him. 
Our  precious  Christ  endured  and  exhausted  all  the  wrath  of 
God  against  the  sins  of  His  people.  All  the  sins  of  the  whole 
election  of  grace  were  everlastingly  drowned  in  the  sufferings 
and  sorrows  of  the  God-Man  Mediator  in  Gethsemane  and  upon 
Calvary,  and  now  in  the  heights  of  glory  He  appears  the  Object 
of  His  Father's  ineffable  affection,  and  in  His  face  the  Father 
reads  the  acceptance  of  all  His  elect  brethren.  With  the 
knowledge  of  this  we  are  privileged  sometimes  to  sigh  or  sing: — 

*'  O  look  on  Thine  Anointed  One ; 
Thy  gift  of  Htm  is  all  our  plea, 
Our  rightconsness — ^what  He  hath  done, 
Our  prayer — Uis  prayer  for  us  to  Thee/'      ^^  , 
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Look  at  that  precious  verse,  Psalm  xvi.  11 :  "  Thou  wilt  show 
me  the  path  of  life;  in  Thy  presence  is  fulness  of  joy ;  at  Thy 
ri^ht  hand  there  are  pleasures  for  evermore."  Ihe  whole  of 
this  Psalm,  according  to  Peter's  quotation  from  it  on  the  day  of 
Pentecost,  alludes  to  the  peraon,  work,  death,  and  resurrection 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  See  Acts  ii.  25 — 28 :  '*  For  David 
speaketh  concerning  Him,  I  foresaw  the  Lord  always  before  my 
face,  for  He  is  on  my  right  hand,  that  I  should  not  be  moved  : 
therefore  did  my  heart  rejoice,  and  my  tongue  was  glad ; 
moreover  also  my  flesh  shall  rest  in  hope :  because  Thou  wilt 
not  leave  my  soul  in  hell,  neither  wilt  Thou  suffer  Thine  Holy 
One  to  see  corruption.  Thou  hast  made  known  to  me  the 
ways  of  life.  Thou  slialt  make  me  full  of  joy  with  Thy  countenance'^ 
With  a  heavenly,  experimental  interest  in  the  person,  love, 
blood,  righteousness,  and  resurrection  of  Jesue^  and  as  we 
contemplate  in  His  face  the  mysteries  of  redeeming  love,  and 
the  peifection  of  His  redeeming  work,  our  souls  are  refreshed 
with  the  Psalmist's  hope :  "  As  for  me,  I  will  behold  Thy  face  in 
righteousness,  I  shall  be  satisfied  when  1  awake  with  Thy 
likeness"  (Psalm  xvii.  1.5). 

"  His  cheeks  are  as  a  bed  of  spices^  The  cheeks  of  a  person 
in  full  health  and  vigour  are  plump  and  blooming,  not  sunken 
with  disease.  In  the  face  of  Jesus,  the  saving  health  of 
JEHOVAH  (Psalm  Ixvii.  2)  abounds,  and  is  communicated  to 
His  people  by  the  refreshing  and  reviving  power  of  God  the 
Holy  Ghost.  His  cheeks.  His  face,  His  Gospel  appears  to  them 
as  a  bed  of  spices,  or  aromatic  flowera  and  snrubs,  delightful  to 
the  sight,  and  pleasant  to  the  smell.  The  perfection  of  beauty, 
fragrance,  and  sweetness,  as  found  in  the  person,  offices,  salva- 
tion, and  sympathy  of  Jesus,  is  the  life  and  health  of  all  those 
in  living  and  loving  union  with  Him.  Here  let  me  ask  you, 
What  fragrance  is  so  sweet  as  that  emitted  from  the  flower-beds 
of  redemption,  salvation,  righteousness,  and  inter-cession  which 
bloom  in  God's  garden  t  What  spices  are  so  sweet  as  those 
which  flow  from  the  bruised  body,  suffering  spirit,  and  broken 
heart  of  the  Man  of  sorrows  and  acquainted  with  grief?  You, 
who  know  anything  of  this,  must  enjoy  that  precious  poem  by 
Hart  upon  Gethsemane  : — 

*'  Eden,  from  each  flowery  bed, 

Did  for  man  short  sweetnoBS  breathe  ; 
Soon,  by  Satan's  counsel  led, 

Man  vrrought  sin.  and  sin  wrought  death  : 
But  of  life,  the  healing  tree 
Grows  in  rich  Gethsemane." 

Tell  me,  what  is  there  half  so  sweet  to  the  living  children  of 
God  as  fellowship  with  Jesus  in  His  sufferings!  However 
painful  or  perplexing  the  pathway  may  be,  the  suffering 
members  of  the  Redeemer's  body  will  prove  this  to  be  blessedly 
true,  ^         . 
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"  For  though  our  cup  seems  fill'd  with  gall, 
There's  something  secret  sweetens  all." 

Though  the  bitterness  may  be  so  great  as  to  wring  many  sighs 
and  groans  from  the  exercised  heart  of  Zion's  pilgrim,  he  would 
not  be  without  it  for  ten  thousand  worlds.  It  is  in  this  experience 
he  learns  that  precious  lesson :  "  For  as  the  sufferings  of  Christ 
abound  in  us,  so  our  consolation  also  aboundeth  by  Christ.  And 
whether  we  be  afflicted,  it  is  for  your' consolation  and  salvation, 
which  is  effectual  in  the  enduring  of  the  same  sufferings  which 
we  also  suffer;  or  whether  we  be  comforted,  it  is  for  your 
consolation  and  salvation  "  (2  Cor.  i.  5,  6).  The  name  of  Jesus 
is  rich  with  royal  fragrance.  "  Thy  name  is  as  ointment  poured 
forth,"  is  the  confession  of  the  bride  in  Song  i.  3. 

'*  How  sweet  the  name  of  Jesus  sounds 
In  a  believer's  ear  I 
It  soothes  his  sorrows,  heals  his  wounds, 
And  drives  away  his  fear." 

None  but  praying  souls  can  tell  anything  of  the  sweetness  and 
over-powering  fragrance  of  our  great  High  Priest's  intercession. 
As  in  the  tabernacle  in  the  wilderness,  sweet  incense  was  offered 
to  God  from  the  golden  altar,  so  from  the  altar  of  our  Lord's 
divinity  the  sweet  incense  of  His  all-prevalent  intercession  ever 
ascends,  meeting  the  deep  delight  of  His  Father,  and  refreshing 
the  drooping  spirits  of  His  brethren  in  those  spots  of  necessit^v 
experienced  in  His  garden  which  He  has  enclosed  for  their 
communion  and  intercourse  with  Him. 

"  The  fragrant  incense  of  His  prayer, 
To  heaven  went  up  through  yielding  air ; 
Perfum'd  the  thione  of  God  on  high, 
And  calm'd  offended  Majesty." 

Here  I  would  6isk  you  again.  What  is  there  so  delightful  to  the 
eye,  so  sweet  to  the  taste,  or  so  fragrant  to  the  nose  as  these 
beds  of  spices,  Suretyship  sufferings,  eternal  redemption,  ever- 
lasting righteousness,  finished  salvation,  and  all-powerful 
intercession  1 

"  His  clieeks  are  as  a  bed  of  spices^  as  sweet  flowers y'^  or,  accord- 
ing to  the  margin,  '*  towers  of  perfume  J*  The  words  may  also 
be  TQudered,  ^^  mounds  of  balsams."  In  every  revelation  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  to  His  bride,  the  Church,  towers  of  perfume, 
mounds  of  balsams,  abound.  Here  the  flowers  of  faitn,  hope, 
love,  joy,  and  peace  appear ;  but  when  He  is  withdrawn  from 
view,  these  seem  to  droop  and  languish.  The  deserted  one 
sighs,  I  have  no  faith !  my  hope  is  gone  ! 

"  K  I  love,  why  am  I  thus  ? 

Why  this  dull  and  lifeless  frame  ? 
Hardly,  sure,  can  they  be  worse 
Who  have  never  he^ird  His  name." 

I  cannot  lay  claim  to  any  of  the  precious  fruits  which  grow  in 
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the  gardeii  of  the  Beloved.  Langour  aud  lifitlefieness  are  mine 
instead  of  vivacity  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord.  Instead  of  ranging 
the  heights  of  covenant  favour  like  a  hind  let  loose,  I  am  bound 
in  a  dry  and  desert  land.  Ah,  my  dear  friends,  we  ofttimes  look 
below,  around,  and  within,  but  nothing  but  weariness,  dreari- 
ness, and  desolation  meet  our  view.  It  is  in  Christ,  the  Father's 
repository  of  all  blessing,  life,  and  salvation^  the  bed  of  spices, 
the  flowers  of  grace,  the  fruits  of  righteousness,  are  found.  Look 
at  this  glorious  truth  :  ''And  the  grace  of  our  Lord  was  exceed- 
ing abundant  with  faith  and  love,  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus " 
(1  Tim.  i.  14).  You  see  grace,  faith,  aud  love  abound  in  Christ 
Jesus  for  His  people.  I  look  within  sometimes,  and  try  to 
discover  in  my  wretched  self  that  which  can  never  be  found 
there ;  but  towering  perfumes,  heaps  of  witness,  and  mounds  of 
Gilead's  balms  can  only  be  found  in  Christ.  Turn  to  Gal.  v. 
22  :  "  But  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love,  joy,  peace,  longsuflfering, 

gentleness,  goodness,  faith,  meekness,  temperance :  against  such 
lere  is  no  law."    Here  I  would  have  you  notice  this  remark- 
able distinction : — 

The  works  of  the  flesh. 
The  fruit  of  the  Spirit. 
Works,  plural,  denoting  divei-sity  and  disorder.  Fruit,  singular, 
denoting  unity  and  order.  You  look  at  all  these  which  are 
styled  "  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit,"  but  you  mourn  and  say,  I 
possess  not  all  these;  how,  then,  can  I  lay  claim  to  those  beauties, 
blessings,  and  benefits  which  abound  by  Him  ?  or,  how  can  I 
hope  for  fellowship  with  the  Father  by  Him  I  Let  me  ask  you 
to  enumerate  '*  the  works  of  the  flesh,  which  are  these  :  adultery, 
fornication,  uncleanness,  lasciviousness,  idolatry,  witchcraft, 
hatred,  variance,  emulations,  wrath,  strife,  seditions,  heresies, 
envyings,  murders,  drunkenness,  revellings,  and  such  Hke." 
Can  you  find  a  man  in  all  Camberwell  who  manifests  all  these 
works  of  the  flesh  ?  I  unhesitatingly  answer.  You  cannot.  I 
have  known  a  drunkard  who  was  a  thoroughly  honest  man  in 
business  transactions,  to  whom  thieving,  overreaching,  or  false 
measures  were  truly  hateful.  You  mav  come  across  dishonest 
persons  who  hate  drunkenness  and  uncleanness.  These  "  show 
the  work  of  the  law  written  in  their  hearts,  their  conscience  bear- 
ing witness,  and  their  thoughts  the  meanwhile  accusing,  or  else 
excusing,  one  another"  (Rom.  ii.  15).  What  does  that  mean? 
It  means  that  a  sinner  will  excuse  in  himself  that  which  he 
accuses  in  another.  So  we  find  those  who  are  steeped  in  a 
certain  kind  of  vice,  hating  and  despising  others  for  vices  of  a 
different  class,  while  both  are  equally  hateful  in  the  sight  of  a 
just  and  holy  God.  It  is  scarcely  possible  to  find  one  man  in 
whom  all  these  works  of  the  flesh  are  manifest.  Here  I  would 
ask  you  another  question  :  Can  you  find  me  a  man,  woman,  or 
child,  under  the  power,  grace,  and  guidance  of  God  the  ever- 
blessed  Spirit  who  manifefc^ts  at  one  and  the  same  time  all  these 
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which  are  distinguished  as  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  I  I  thiuk  you 
cannot.  One  cfild  of  God  is  remarkable  for  his  love,  like  John ; 
another  is  distinguished  by  his  faith,  as  was  Abraham ;  another, 
like  Job,  for  his  patience.  But  rarely  will  you  see  all  in  the 
same  person  at  the*  same  time.  Now,  then,  if  one  of  these  set 
before  us  under  "the  fruit  of  the  Spirit"  be  found  in  a  poor, 
trembling,  doubting  sinner,  if  the  sUghtest  manifestation  of 
Divine  life,  Divine  light,  or  Divine  love  is  experienced  in  the 
heart  of  such,  there  is  a  blessed  evidence  that  in  the  feice,  or 
person  of  the  Beloved,  thou  art  accepted  of  the  Father.  A  bed 
of  sweet  spices  shall  be  thine  where  thy  soul  shall  rest  in  sweet 
oneness  with  thy  God  in  peace,  rest,  and  unbroken  repose. 
Accomplished  redemption,  perfected  salvation,  prevailing 
intercession,  and  covenant  love  shall  be  thine  for  ever  and 
ever. 

May  the  Lord  add  His  blessing  for  His  own  name's  sake. 
Amen. 


HYMN. 

What  wonders  in  my  Saviour  meet ! 
HiB  head,  His  hands,  His  side,  His  feet, 
Present  to  my  astonish'd  view 
Eternal  glories,  ever  new. 

Poor  and  despis'd — ^yet  rich  and  lov*d — 
Humble  to  death,  His  throne  unmov'd, 
A  servant  and  a  sovereign  Lbrd« 
ReviVd  and  murdered,  yet  ador*d. 

Pardon  and  life  are  His  to  give, 

He  died  that  all  His  Church  might  live: 

Became  a  curse,  yet  deigus  to  bless ; 

He  is  ''THE  LORD  OUK  RIGHTEOUSNESS." 

He  had  not  where  to  lay  His  head, 
Although  the  worlds  were  by  Him  made ; 
He  hunger'd,  though  He  thousands  fed  : 
Sinless,  and  yet  for  sin  He  bled. 

The  Father's  co-ctenial  Son, 
The  Friend  of  sinners  (though  undone) ; 
The  Portion  living  children  crave, 
He's  Man  to  suffer — God  to  save. 

Joseph  Irons. 
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CHRIST'S     LIPS. 


Prbaohbd  in  Obotk  Ghipbl,  Oaubbkweix,  ok  Scnoat  Mobninq, 
AuGTOT  10th,  1879,  BT 

THOMAS    BRADBURY. 


'*  His  lips  like  lilies,  dropping  sweet  smelling  myrrh." — Song  of  Solomon  y.  13. 

THE  bride  of  Christ,  under  the  grace  and  guidance  of  God 
the  ever-blessed  Spirit,  continues  her  description  of  the 
varied  beauties  and  rare  excellencies  of  her  heavenly  Bride- 
groom. In  the  revelation  of  each  feature  she  finds  some  new 
delight.  In  the  discovery  of  each  part  of  His  perfect  body  she 
admires  some  covenant  purpose,  precious  promise,  spiritual 
blessing,  or  gracious  performance.  She  glories  to  contemplate 
Him  ^om  the  Holy  Ghost  delights  to  glorify.  She  is  pleased 
to  dwell  upon  those  glorious  and  matchless  perfections  and 
transcendent  excellencies  which  the  blessed  Spirit  is  pleased  to 
take  and  show  unto  her  enlightened  understanding,  appreciative 
faith,  and  fond  affections.  In  the  body  of  her  glorious  Ishi  she 
beholds  the  finest  and  fairest  form  of  humanity  that  ever  dwelt 
upon  this  earth  of  ours.  If  His  head  is  revealed,  she  beholds 
His  sovereignty  and  crowns  Him  Lord  of  all.  If  His  locks 
appear,  ehe  admires  His  counsels  and  communications.  If  He 
turns  His  eyes  of  love  to  her,  she  is  overcome  with  an  adoring 
sense  of  His  omniscience,  and  delights  in  the  knowledge  of  His 
sweet  sympathy.  Are  His  cheeks  revealed  in  all  their  oloom  of 
health  ana  beauty  ?  She  beholds  in  them  her  salvation,  safety, 
and  security.  We  are  brought  this  morning  to  dwell  upon  thes^ 
precious  words  which  I  have  read  for  you  as  my  text, — 
"  His  Hps  like  lilies,  dropping  sweet  smelling  myrrh." 
We  will  endeavour,  by  tne  guidance  and  grace  of  God  the 
ever-blessed  Spirit,  to  seek  for  a  little  instruction,  comfort^  and 
encouragement  by  considering  the  words  in  their  Scriptural 
order. 

I. — The  metaphor—;*  His  lips." 
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IL— The  comparison—'*  Like  lilies." 

III. — The  communication  —  "  Dropping  sweet  smelling 
myrrh." 

I. — The  metaphor — "  His  lips/'  We  read  in  God's  blessed 
Word  of  the  lip  and  the  lips.  In  the  description  given  of  the 
leper,  his  loathsome  disease,  and  the  law  relative  to  the  same,  the 
lips  are  described  as  the  upper  and  lower  parts  of  the  mouth. 
See  Lev.  xiii.  45  :  "  And  the  leper  in  whom  the  plague  is,  his 
clothes  shall  be  rent,  and  his  head  bare,  and  lie  shall  put  a  covering 
upon  his  upper  lip,  and  shall  cry,  Unclean,  unclean."  If  we  turn 
to  Gen.  XI.  1,  we  see  that  the  word  **  lip  "  means  language.  You 
have  the  same  in  Zeph.  iii.  9 :  "  For  then  will  I  turn  to  the 
people  a  pure  language,"  or  '*  ftp."     (See  margin.)     In  another 

Elace  it  means  the  expression  of  the  state  and  condition  of  the 
eart,  as,  "  The  lips  of  the  righteous  know  what  is  acceptable : 
but  the  mouth  of  tne  wicked  speaketh  frowardness"  (Prov.  x.  32). 
Again,  **  Lying  lips  are  abomination  to  the  LORD  ;  but  they  that 
deal  truly  are  His  delight"  (Prov.  xii.  22).  Who  are  the  possessors 
of  lying  lips  1     Not  only  those  who  are  dead  in  trespasses  and 
sins ;  but  those  also  who  in  their  dealings  with  each  other  are 
faithful,  honest,  and  true,  yet  when  brought  to  consider  and  con- 
fess their  true  state  before  God  in  respect  to  their  dealings  with 
Him,  say,  "For  our  transgressions  are  multiplied  before  Thee, and 
our  sins  testify  against  us ;  for  our  transgressions  are  with  us  :  and 
as  for  our  iniquities,  we  know  them:  in  transgressing  and  lying 
against  the  LORD,  and  departing  away  from  our  God,  speaking 
oppression  and  revolt,  conceiving  and  uttering  from  the  heart 
words  of  falsehood"  (Isa.  lix.   12,  13).    Blessed  be  God,  from 
all  such  confessors  the  Lord  will  purge  away  the  lip  of  lying. 
But  the  word  "  lips  "  in  our  text  refers  to  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
in   the  communications  of  His  gracious  mind  and  will,  His 
Father's  purposes  of  love,  and  the  treasures  of  His  kingdom. 
Turn  with  me  to  Prov.  xvi.  13  :  "  Righteous  lips  are  the  delight 
of  kings ;  and  they  love  Him  that  speaketh  right."     Who  are 
the  kings  mentioned  here  ?    Are  they  the  great  and  mighty 
potentates  of  the  earth  ?     Nay.    I  love  to  see  m  every  portion 
of  God's  blessed  Word  a  precious  Christ  in  union  with  those 
•  whom  He  has  ennobled.    I  see  these  described  in  Rev.  i.  5,  6 : 
*'  Unto  Him  that  loved  us,  and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  His 
own  blood,  and  hath  made  us  kings  and  priests  unto  God  and 
His  Father,  to  Him  be  glory  and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever. 
Amen."    These  kings  love  the  lips  of  Him  who  ever  speaks  in 
righteousness,  and  is  mighty  to  save  (Isa.  Ixiii.  1).     The  ^acious 
lip  communications  of  our  adorable  Lord  convince  His  loved 
ones  of  the  need  of  a  perfect  righteousness,  and  then  reveal  this 
righteousness  in  His  perfect  obedience  and  precious  person.     He 
is  thus  to  us  "  The  Lord  our  Righteousness,"  and  we  are  "  made 
the  righteousness  of  God  in  Him "  ( Jer.  xxxiii.  16 ;  2  Cor.  v. 
21).     We  read  again,  "  The  lip  of  Truth  shall  be  established  for 
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ever ;  but  a  lying  tonffue  is  but  for  a  moment "  (Prov.  xii.  19) ; 
and  "  The  lips  of  the  Wise  disperse  knowledge  "  (Prov.  xv.  7). 
Go  through  the  whole  of  this  blessed  book  and  you  will  see  that 
every  spiritual  bounty,  blessing,  and  benefit  of  God's  everlasting 
covenant  flows  from  the  lips  of  Zion's  Beloved  in  spiritual  com- 
munication to  all  true  Zionites.  As  we  are  thus  led  by  God  the 
ever-blessed  Spirit,  we  behold  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  speaking 
His  love  and  grace  to  His  wanting  and  waiting  people,  ana 
declaring  His  will  on  their  behalf  to  His  Father  and  theirs. 
Notice  that  wonderful  chapter  which  I  read  for  our  instruction 
and  encouragement  this  morning :  John  xvii.  Here  we  see  Him, 
not  communicating  His  mind  and  will  to  Hib  people  directly, 
but  with  His  lips  expressing  to  the  Father  the  thmgs  He  had 
accomplished,  and  the  blessings  He  would  communicate  to  them. 
He  spake  His  own  words,  and  yet  they  were  not  His  own  ;  but 
woros  given  to  Him  in  covenant  before  the  worlds  were  framed 
— words  just  suited  to  the  wants  and  necessities  of  His  tried  and 
tempted  people,  words  of  life  to  His  own  elect  who  were  dead 
in  sins,  words  of  comfort  and  consolation  to  His  mourners  in 
Zion,  and  words  of  spiritual  preservation  to  His  redeemed  who 
were  feelingly  ready  to  perish.  Look  at  the  eighth  verse :  "  For 
I  have  given  unto  them  the  words  which  Thou  gavest  Me ;  and 
they  have  received  them,  and  have  known  surely  that  1  came 
out  from  Thee,  and  they  have  believed  that  Thou  didst  send 
Me."  He  gives  to  His  people  words  of  life  and  conviction  by 
which  they  are  brought  to  a  tioie  knowledge  of  their  lost  and 
ruined  state,  and  of  salvation  by  grace  through  His  adorable 
person,  precious  blood,  and  perfect  righteousness.  They  are 
words  of  spirit  and  life  thougn  spoken  in  parables,  metaphors, 
and  figures.  You  see  this  in  John  vi.  He  had  been  speaking 
of  those  who  ate  His  body  and  drank  His  blood,  while  the 
majority  of  those  who  heard  Him  had  no  spiritual  understanding  • 
of  the  words  He  spake,  but,  like  the  Papists  and  Ritualists  of  the 
present  day,  they  saw  nothing  higher  than  the  flesh.  The  living 
child  of  God,  as  he  is  led  iuto  a  spiritual  understanding  and 
apprehension  of  these  metaphors,  delights  in  that  hidden  provi- 
sion which  Christ  is  pleased  to  communicate  day  by  day  in  a 
heavenly  manner  for  his  sustenance,  nourishment,  and  establish- 
ment. When  Jesus  taught  thus,  "  Many  of  His  disciples  when 
they  heard,  said.  This  is  a  hard  saying;  who  can  hear  it? 
When  Jesus  knew  in  Himself  that  His  disciples  murmured  at  it. 
He  said  unto  them.  Doth  this  offend  you  ?  What  and  if  ye  shall 
see  the  Son  of  Man  ascend  up  where  He  was  before?  It  is  the 
Spirit  that  quickeneth  ;  the  flesh  profiteth  nothing  :  the  words 
tnat  I  speak  unto  you,  they  are  spirit  and  they  are  life." 
Spiritual  in  their  communication  and  effects.  The  apostle  Paul, 
I  doubt  not,  had  respect  to  this  when  he  wrote  Heb.  iv.  12 : 
*•  For  the  Word  of  God  is  quick  and  powerful."  What  is  a 
word?     An  articulate  sound  by  which  the  mind  and  thoughts  of 
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persons  are  communicated.  What  is  the  Word  of  God  ?  Not 
simply  a  sound,  but  a  person  by  whom  JEHOVAH'S  mind  and 
will  are  communicated  to  His  children.  '^  For  the  Word  of  God 
is  quick,  and  powerful,  and  sharper  than  any  two-ed^ed  sword, 
piercing  even  to  the  dividing  asunder  of  soul  and  spirit,  and  of 
the  joints  and  marrow,  and  is  a  Discemer  of  the  thoughts  and 
intents  of  the  heart."  Here  I  see  the  Lord  Jesus  Chnst  as  the 
Father's  Word  in  covenant,  creation,  and  communication,  by 
whom  poor  broken-hearted,  yet  highly-favoured,  sinners  hold 
communion  with  the  Father,  Spirit,  ana  Himself.  It  is  Christ's 
sole  prerogative  to  communicate  the  mind  and  will  of  the  Father 
in  His  own  words,  and  these  not  one  more  or  less  than  the 
number  given  unto  Him  for  them  in  covenant  before  all  worlds. 
They  are  piercing,  dividing,  and  separating  words.  Well  might 
He  say  concerning  them,  **  The  words  that  I  speak  unto  you, 
they  are  spirit,  and  they  are  life." 

"5w  lips'^  He  not  only  speaks  words  of  separation,  but  it 
is  His  delight  to  speak  of  that  glorious  salvation  wrought  out 
by  Him  for  His  people.  This  you  will  see  in  Isa.  hdii.  1,  where 
the  enquiry  goes  forth,  '*  Who  is  this  that  cometh  from  Edom, 
with  dyed  garments  from  Bozrah  ?  This  that  is  glorious  in  His 
apparel,  travelling  in  the  greatness  of  His  strength?"  This 
glorious  Conqueror  and  Deliverer  answers  for  Himself :  *'  /  that 
speak  in  righteousness,  mighty  to  save."  He  ever  speaks  words  of 
nghteousness  to  His  Father  for  His  people,  and  to  His  people 
for  His  Father,  through,  and  in  which  they  shall  stand  everlast- 
ingly righteous  and  accepted  in  Him,  the  beloved.  The  words 
of  His  hps  are  also  those  of  preserving  power  to  all  those  who 
are  brought  into  the  sweet  enjoyment  of  their  Father's  will 
through  Him.  See  how  blessedly  this  is  stated  in  the  experience 
of  the  Psalmist  in  Psa.  xvii.  4.  We  will  begin  to  read  at  the 
first  verse  :  "  Hear  the  right,  O  LORD,  attend  unto  my  cry : 

give  ear  unto  my  prayer,  that  goeth  not  out  of  feigned  lips, 
et  my  sentence  come  forth  from  Thy  presence ;  let  Ttiine  eyes 
behold  the  things  that  are  equal."  The  things  that  are  equal 
are  only  to  be  found  in  Christ.  Words  of  preserving  power  can 
only  be  heard  from  the  hps  of  Christ.  "  Concerning  the  works 
of  men,  bt/  the  word  of  Thy  lips  1  Jiave  kept  me  from  the  paths  of  the 
destroyer.^*  Only  by  the  word  of  His  lips,  the  word  flowing  from 
the  lips  of  a  precious  Christ,  the  Communicator  of  His  Father's 
will  to  His  people,  can  there  be  real  preservation  from  the  cor- 
ruptions of  the  world,  the  lusts  of  the  flesh,  and  the  temptations 
of  the  devil.  This  was  the  reason  why  the  apostle,  in  counsel- 
ling the  saints  concerning  the  words  which  flow  from  their  lips, 
says :  "  Let  your  speech  be  alway  with  grace,  seasoned  with 
salt,  that  ye  may  know  how  ye  ought  to  answer  every  man  " 
(Col.  iv.  6).  Mark  youl  a  man  may  stand  up  and  preach  God's 
free-grace  with  wonderful  acceptance  to  crowds  so  lon^  as  he 
will  take  care  not  to  use  those  objectionable  words,  election  and 
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predestination.  I  have  known,  and  still  know,  professed  free- 
grace  preachers  who  say  there  is  no  necessity  whatever  to  nse 
the  words  election  and  predestination,  which  are  so  offensive  to 
many  dear  Methodists.  These  may  resort  to  such  dishonest 
and  God-dishonouring  tricks  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  a  con- 
gregation of  dead  professors  together;  but  I  would  rather 
scatter  a  congregation  to  the  four  winds  than  keep  it  on  such 
hateful  ground  as  that.  It  is  possible  for  a  man  to  preach  with 
gracious  words  and  hold  a  people  fascinated  with  tne  honeyed 
terms  which  fall  from  his  lips ;  but  let  a  Uttle  of  the  salt  of  the 
covenant  be  dropped,  and  offence  is  immediately  given.  The 
pure  truth  of  God,  which  binds  the  elect  together,  is  sure  to 
scatter  those  who  hate  its  pungency  and  power.  I  do  love  that 
expression,  "<A«  word  of  Thy  lipaJ^  Tnere  is  a  marvellous 
difference  between  the  words  from  a  man's  lips  and  those  from 
his  pen.  There  are  those  from  whom  I  love  to  receive  com- 
munications, if  not  personally,  through  the  post ;  and  there  are 
many  who  love  to  receive  communications  from  me,  but  who  are 
ofttimes  disappointed  through  an  increase  of  labour,  mentally 
and  physically.  But  in  my  communications  with  my  friends  I 
love  to  look  in  their  faces,  notice  the  twinkle  of  their  eyes, 
watch  the  movements  of  their  lips,  and  receive  the  warm  gush 
of  love  and  affection  flowing  in  living  words  from  their  hearts 
and  lips.  So  it  is  with  all  tnose  who  are  blessed  with  living 
and  loving  union  to  a  precious  Ohrist.  They  have  His  written 
Word  containing  His  mind  and  will,  which  truly  gratifies  their 
adoring  spirits,  but  will  never  fully  satisfy  the  cravings  and 
desires  of  that  nature  which  finds  its  blessedness  in  Himself. 
The  lost,  who  have  been  sought,  found,  and  saved  by  a  gracious 
Saviour,  can  never  be  truly  blessed  but  in  His  sacred  presence. 
The  bride,  who  has  felt  the  warm  embracings  of  the  Bride- 
groom's arms  of  everlasting  love,  can  never  be  satisfied  with 
anything  short  of  His  glonous  presence,  gracious  communica- 
tions, and  the  revelation  of  Himself  in  the  various  forms  and 
features  of  His  adorable  person.  Does  God  reveal  the  truth  of 
the  personal,  eternal,  unconditional  election  of  His  people  in 
this  blessed  Book  t  He  does,  and  there  is  scarcely  a  portion 
which  speaks  of  this  precious  truth  from  the  beginning  of 
Genesis  to  the  end  of  Revelation  but  what  I  can  quote  to  you. 
To  this  you  may  exclaim,  *'  What  a  wonderful  memory ! "  Ah, 
my  dear  friends,  it  is  not  mere  memory  that  I  boast  in.  I  need 
the  covenant  Remembrancer  to  refresh  my  treacherous  memory 
with  those  spiritual  realities  which  He  has  revealed  to  me  again 
and  again.  The  bare  abstract  theory  of  God's  election  will  not 
satisfy  my  longing  spirit.  I  can,  and  God  knows  I  do  sometimes, 
sing  with  my  heart  these  precious  words  : — 

"  Though  God*8  election  be  ft  tmth, 
Small  comfort  there  I  see, 
Unless  I'm  told  bv  CKxi*6  own  mouth 
That  He  has  chosen  me."  digitized  by  GoOglc 


iii  GROVB  OfiAPfiL  PULPIT. 

1  not  only  want  to  know  this  from  the  lips  of  my  God,  but  I 
long  for  the  sweets  of  His  gracious  company,  according  to  the 
expressed  desire  of  Moses  in  Exod.  xxxiii.  16:  **For  wherein 
shall  it  be  known  here  that  I  and  Thy  people  have  found  grace 
in  Thy  sight  ?  is  it  not  in  that  Thou  goest  with  u«  t  so  shall  we  be 
separated,  I  and  Thy  people,  from  all  the  people  that  are  upon 
the  face  of  the  earth."  A  present  God  in  the  midst  of  His 
children  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  alone  can  give  them 
to  know  their  election,  sanctification,  and  separation  from  the 
corrupt  mass  of  mankind. 

^'Hi$  lip$.''  Every  spiritual  and  heavenly  communication  I 
am  favoured  with  must  come  from  the  grace-filled  lips  of  God's 
Christ.  This  blessed  Book  is  full  of  exceeding  ^reat  and 
precious  promises  to  the  seed-royal  of  heaven.  I  fiud  it  teeming 
with  them  to  the  elect,  redeemed,  and  regenerate  children  of 
God,  to  the  poor  and  needy,  who  are  ofttimes  seeking  water, 
but  finding  none.  I  can  find  you  scores  of  promises  in  the  Book, 
but  I  long  to  know  and  feel  them  in  the  laud  of  Divine  revela- 
tion, spiritual  promise,  and  covenant  relationship.  "  For  all  the 
promises  of  God  in  Christ  are  Yea,  and  in  Him  Amen  "  (2  Cor. 
1.  20).  It  is  in  Him  spiritually  and  experimentally  that  I  long 
for  the  communication  of  these  spiritual  promises  and  enjoyment 
of  covenant  and  heavenly  afiection.  This  was  the  ardent  desire 
of  the  bride,  as  set  forth  in  Song  i.  2 :  "  Let  Him  kiss  me  with 
the  kisses  of  His  mouth."  That  is  the  desire  of  our  hearts.  We 
do  not  want  to  know  Him  simply  by  reading  His  Book,  or  com- 
muning with  His  saints.  We  sigh  for  His  loving  embrace,  for 
His  affectionate  smile,  for  His  inspiring  look,  and  for  the  sweet 
kisses  of  His  mouth.  These  are  the  spiritual  desires  of  the 
chaste,  the  confiding,  and  affectionate  oride  for  the  company 
and  confidence  of  her  heavenly  Bridegroom.  She  can  never  be 
satisfied  with  communications  from  Him  while  she  is  at  a  felt 
distance  from  Him. 

*'  Lord !  it  is  not  life  to  Uto, 

K  Thy  presence  Thou  deny; 
Lord  1  if  Thoa  Thy  presence  give, 

*Ti8  no  longer  death  to  die : 
Source  and  GKver  of  repose, 
Only  from  Thy  love  it  flows! 
Peace  and  happiness  are  Thine — 
Mine  they  are,  if  Thou  art  mine.** 

A  Saviour  ni^h  at  hand  is  the  satisfaction  desired  by  living 
souls.  Their  individual  cry  is,  "  0  when  wilt  Thou  come  unto 
me?"  (Psa.  ci.  2).  Bring  to  mv  anxious  heart  those  exceeding 
great  and  precious  promises  wnich  the  Father  has  committea 
to  Thy  care  for  me.  0  holy  and  blessed  Spirit,  glorify  the 
Father  8  Christ  in  my  heart's  experience,  witness  to  His  beauty, 
bounty,  and  blessedness;  open  up  the  treasures  of  rich,  sovereign, 
irresistible,  and  invincible  grace  which  are  to  be  foundfalone  in 
Him.    The  promises,  as  they  appear  in  the  Word,  are  precious; 
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but  when  they  are  brought  home  with  sovereign  power  to  my 
heart,  they  are  precious  mdeed. 

"  Thy  lips.'*  The  promises  in  the  Word  are  sweet,  but  when 
spoken  to  the  heart  from  the  lips  of  Christ,  none  can  tell  their 
sweetness.  His  lips  are  filled  and  ever  flowing  with  words  of 
love,  life,  salvation,  and  preservation.  I  do  love  that  precious 
Scripture  in  Psa.  xvii.  4:  "By  the  word  of  Thy  lips  I  have  kept 
me  irom  the  paths  of  the  destroyer."  If  you  will  turn  to  Jer. 
XV.  15, 16,  you  will  see  that  the  prophet  knew  something  of  this 
matter.  He  says:  *' 0  LORD,  Thou  knowest:  remember  me, 
and  visit  me,  and  revenge  me  of  my  persecutors;  take  me  not 
away  in  Thy  long-sufi'ering;  know  that  for  Thy  sake  I  have 
suffered  rebuke.  Thy  words  were  found,  and  I  did  eat  them: 
and  Thy  word  was  unto  me  the  joy  and  rejoicing  of  my  heart: 
for  I  am  called  by  Thy  name,  0  LORD  God  of  hosts."  When 
the  words  of  the  Lord  are  spoken  home  to  the  heart  of  a  child 
of  grace  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  a  season  of  joy  and 
rejoicing  is  experienced.  The  forgiveness  of  all  sin  is  enjoyed, 
the  justification  of  his  person  is  realised,  and  introduction  to 
the  Father,  with  acceptance  by  Him,  is  the  delight  of  his 
spirit.  For  this  Job  groaned,  and  sighed,  and  blessedly  expe- 
rienced, according  to  his  confession  in  chap,  xxiii.  12:  **I  have 
esteemed  the  words  of  His  mouth  more  than  my  necessary 
food."  In  seasons  of  anxiety,  desertion,  and  temptation  it  is 
most  precious  to  find  Him  speaking  His  words  of  love  to  our 
despairing  hearts.  Sometimes  He  speaks  a  word  or  two  in 
the  midst  of  what  may  appear  to  us  a  long  rigmarole  of 
the  preacher,  sometimes  in  our  Bible  reading,  when  the 
whole  of  the  Book  appears  like  a  barren  heath,  then,  in  a 
moment,  the  voice  of  the  loving  Bridegroom  of  our  hearts  is 
heard,  and 

**  A  joy  springs  up  amid  distress, 
A  fountalD  in  the  wilderness.*' 

This  is  according  to  His  own  most  gracious  promise  to  His 
Church,  recorded  in  Hos.  ii.  14 — 10:  "Therefore,  behold,  I  will 
allure  her,  and  bring  her  into  the  wilderness,  and  speak  comfort- 
ably unto  her.  And  I  will  give  her  her  vineyards  from  thence, 
and  the  valley  of  Achor  for  a  door  of  hope;  and  she  shall  sing 
ther&»  as  in  the  days  of  her  youth,  and  as  in  the  day  when  she 
came  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt.  And  it  shall  be  at  that  day, 
saith  tne  LORD,  that  thou  shalt  call  Me  Ishi  (that  is,  my 
Husband),  and  shalt  call  me  no  more  Baali  '*  (that  is,  my  Lord).  It 
was  the  knowledge  of  this  which  caused  the  Psalmist  to  say :  **  I 
will  hear  what  God  the  LORD  will  speak :  for  He  will  speak  peace 
unto  His  people,  and  to  His  saints,  but  let  them  not  turn  again 
to  folly"  (Psa.  kxxv.  8). 

"  His  Ups.^  Turn  with  me  to  that  precious  description  of  the 
kingly  Bridegi'oora  in  Psa,  xlv.  2 :  **  Thou  art  fairer  than  the 
children  of  men :  grace  is  poured  into   Thy  lips :  therefore  G<;d 
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hath  blessed  Thee  for  ever."  Grace  was  poured  into  His 
not  so  much  for  Hunself  as  for  His  people.  His  lips  prevail  with 
God  for  His  people,  and  with  His  people  for  God.  Words  of 
grace  were  poured  from  His  anointed  lips  to  the  wonder  and 
astonishment  of  those  who  are  privileged  to  listen  to  them.  See 
Luke  iv.  22 :  **  And  all  bare  witness,  and  wondered  at  the  gracious 
words  which  proceeded  out  of  His  mouth."  From  the  lips  of 
our  great  High  Priest  words  of  pardoning  grace  are  poured. 
From  the  lips  of  our  all-prevailing  Advocate  words  of  justifying 
grace  unceasingly  flow.  From  the  lips  of  the  Brother  once  born 
lor  adversity  words  of  comforting  grace  are  spoken  to  the  weary 
and  sorrowing  souls  of  His  tempted  brethren.  See  how  blessedly 
this  is  stated  in  Isa.  1.  4  :  ^'  The  Lord  GOD  hath  given  me  the 
tongue  of  the  learned,  that  I  should  know  how  to  speak  a  word 
in  season  to  him  that  is  weary :  He  wakeneth  morning  hj 
morning,  He  wakeneth  mine  ear  to  hear  as  the  learned."  His 
was  the  tongue  of  the  taught  One,  who  learned  in  the  school 
of  temptation  and  suffering,  to  meet  His  tried  and  tempted 
brethren  in  their  afflictions,  and  to  cheer,  comfort,  revive,  and 
refresh  them  **  with  good  words  and  comfortable  words  "  (Zech. 
i.  13).  To  this  covenant  office  and  work  He  was  fully  appointed, 
as  we  gather  from  the  words  of  the  Baptist  in  John  iii.  '6i :  **  For 
He  whom  God  hath  sent  speaketh  the  words  of  God :  for  God 
riveth  not  the  Spirit  bjr  measure  unto  Him."  He  always  speaks 
the  right  words  at  the  right  time.  He  says,  "  1  have  not  spoken 
in  secret,  in  a  dark  place  of  the  earth :  I  said  not  unto  the  seed 
of  Jacob,  Seek  ye  Me  in  vain.  I  the  LORD  speak  righteousness, 
I  declare  thiu^  that  are  right"  (Isa.  xlv.  19).  His  words  must 
be  right,  for  they  are  all  in  accordance  with  covenant  arrange- 
ments, and  by  the  commandment  and  authority  of  His  Father. 
To  the  Jews  He  declared  His  obedience  to  the  Father  in  every 
word  proceeding  from  His  lips.  See  John  viii.  28,  38 :  "I  do 
nothine  of  Mysetf ;  but  as  My  Father  hath  taught  Me,  I  speak 
these  things.  1  speak  that  which  I  have  seen  with  My  Father." 
Again  He  says  in  John  xii.  49,  50,  "  For  I  have  not  spoken  of 
Myself;  but  the  Father  which  sent  Me,  He  gave  Me  a  com- 
mandment, what  I  should  say,  and  what  I  should  speak.  And  I 
know  that  His  commandment  is  life  everlasting :  whatsoever  I 
speak  therefore,  even  as  the  Father  said  unto  Me,  so  I  speak.**  As 
the  Wisdom  of  God  in  covenant  He  cries,  "  Hear,  for  I  will  speak 
of  excellent  things :  and  the  opening  of  My  lips  shall  be  right 
things.  For  My  mouth  shall  speak  truth  ;  and  wickedness  is  an 
abomination  to  My  lips.  All  the  words  of  My  mouth  are  in 
righteousness;  there  is  nothing  froward  or  perveree  in  them. 
They  are  all  plain  to  him  that  undei*standeth,  and  right  to  them 
that  find  knowledge  "  (Prov.  viii.  6 — 9).  Many  in  the  days  of 
His  flesh  found  this  to  be  true.  The  heart  of  the  sick  of  the  palsy 
rejoiced  as  he  heard  the  gracious  declaration,  "  Son,  be  of  good 
cheer,  thy  sins  be  forgiven  thee"  (Matt.  ix.  2).     To  the  poor 
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woman  with  the  bloody  issue  He  graciously  said,  "  Daughter,  be 
of  good  comfort :  thy  faith  hath  made  thee  whole,  go  iu  peace  " 
(Luke  viii,  48).  To  His  sorrowing  disciples  He  said,  "  Peace  I 
leave  with  you.  My  peace  I  give  unto  you :  not  as  the  world 
eiveth,  give  I  unto  you.  Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled,  neither 
let  it  be  afraid"  (John.  xiv.  27).  To  His  terrified  and  affrighted 
disciples,  on  resurrection  ground.  He  said,  "  Peace  be  unto  you. 
Why  are  ye  troubled?  and  why  do  thoughts  arise  in  your  hearts? 
Behold  My  hands  and  My  feet,  that  it  is  I  Myself:  handle  Me 
and  see ;  for  a  spirit  hath  not  flesh  and  bones,  as  ye  see  Me 
have.  And  when  He  had  thus  spoken.  He  showed  them  His 
hands  and  His  feet "  (Luke  xxiv.  36 — 40).  Those  who  have 
been  blessed  with  the  sounds  of  Heaven's  sweet  harmonies  from 
His  sacred  lips,  can  join  with  the  Psalmist  and  sing,  "  More  to  be 
desired  are  tney  than  gold,  yea,  than  much  fine  gold ;  sweeter 
also  than  honey  and  the  droppings  of  the  honeycomb.  Moreover 
by  them  is  Thy  servant  warned :  and  in  keeping  of  them  there 
is  great  reward"  (Psa.  xix,  10,  11).  To  His  tempest-tossed  one 
He  says, — 

*'  Forget  tbee  I  will  not,  I  cannot ;  thj  name 
Engrav'd  on  My  heart  does  for  ever  remain  ; 
The  palms  of  My  hands  while  I  look  on  I  see 
The  wonnds  I  receired  when  suffering  for  thee. 

I  feel  at  My  heart  all  thy  sighs  and  thy  groans, 
For  thou  art  most  near  Me,  My  flesh  and  My  bones  ; 
In  all  thy  distresses  thy  Head  feels  the  pain  ; 
Yet  all  are  most  needful ;  not  one  is  in  vain/^ 

^^  His  lips  like  lilies.^*  Not  white  lilies,  for  there  would 
be  no  consistency  or  beauty  in  such  a  metaphor ;  but  the  red 
lilies  of  the  East.  This  denotes  health,  and  it  is  our  blessed 
privilege  to  know  that  JEHOVAH'S  saving  health  is  made 
Known  to  all  the  nations  of  the  saved  from  the  grace-filled  lips 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  into  whose  lips  grace  was  poured  by  a 
covenant  God  for  His  covenant  people.  Ked  and  scarlet  speak 
precious  lessons  to  our  waiting  hearts.  The  scarlet  line  of  dear 
old  Rahab  on  the  walls  of  Jencho  speaks  many  a  glorious  truth 
to  enlightened  understandings.  Red,  draws  the  mind  to  consider 
the  sufferings,  sorrows,  agonies,  and  blood-shedding  of  our  most 
glorious  Christ  on  the  behalf  of  His  people.  In  this  precious 
metaphor  we  behold  Him  speaking  of  perfected  redemption, 
pardon,  and  peace  by  His  most  precious  wounds  and  blood.  It 
is  He  alone  who  can  and  does  willingly  speak  pardon,  purity, 
and  peace  to  scarlet  sinners,  and  all  through  His  agony  and 
bloody  sweat.  His  cruel  cross  and  passion.  He  says, "  Come  now, 
and  let  us  reason  together,  though  your  sins  be  as  scarlet,  they 
shall  be  as  white  as  snow  ;  though  they  be  red  like  crimson,  they 
shall  be  as  wool "  (Isa.  i.  18).  To  His  suffering  and  afflicted 
people  He  says,  "  But  now  thus  saith  the  LORD  that  created 
thee,  0  Jacob,  and  He  that  formed  thee,  0  Israel,  Fear  not,  for 
I  have  redeemed  thee,  I  have  called  thee  by  thy  name :  thou  art 
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Mine.  When  thou  passest  through  the  waters,  I  will  be  with 
thee ;  and  through  the  rivers,  they  shall  not  overflow  thee : 
when  thou  walkest  through  the  fire,  thou  shalt  not  be  burned, 
neither  shall  the  flame  kindle  upon  thee.  For  I  am  the  LORD 
thy  God,  the  Holy  One  of  Israel,  thy  Saviour."  Mark  well  what 
follows.  It  is  not  simply  I  have  redeemed  thee  with  My  precious 
blood,  but  I  will  sacrifice  all  creation  with  the  great  men 
thereof  for  thee.  This  is  a  terrible  truth  to  the  proud  professor 
and  the  haughty  oppressor  of  God's  Zion.  These  He  will  give 
over  to  the  sword  and  devote  to  destruction  and  damnation  for 
the  sake  of  His  people.  Pharaoh,  and  all  opposers  of 
JEHOVAH'S  sovereignty  shall  be  still  as  a  stone  in  tne  waters 
of  judgment  while  God's  ransomed  pass  over  to  the  enjoyment 
of  unceasing  bliss  and  blessedness.  ^*  I  gave  Egypt  for  thy 
ransom,  Ethiopia  and  Seba  for  thee.  Since  thou  wast  precious 
in  My  sight,  thou  hast  been  honourable,  and  I  have  loved  thee : 
therefore  will  I  give  men  for  thee,  and  people  for  thy  life  "  (Isa.xHii. 
1 — i).  Tell  me,  you  who  know  something  of  His  redeeming  love 
and  blood,  have  we  not  something  here  of  sanguinary  judgments 
upon  the  reprobate,  while  perfect  salvation  and  eternal  redemp- 
tion are  the  lot  of  the  elect  who  are  led  through  the  Red  Sea 
of  atoning  blood  ?  Ay,  indeed  we  have.  But  I  must  hasten 
on,  for  time  flies,  and  will  wait  for  no  one. 

"  His  lips  like  lilies,  dropping  sweet  smelling  myrrhJ^  What 
does  that  word  "  myrrk  "  inaicate  ?  In  every  portion  of  God's 
blessed  Word  where  it  occurs,  the  mind  of  the  Spirit-taught 
family  is  led  to  consider  something  of  bitterness,  suffering, 
affliction,  and  distress.  It  is  a  gum  extracted  from  a  tree  which 
grows  in  the  East.  Incisions  are  made  in  the  trunk  from  which 
it  flows.  It  is  pleasant  to  the  smell,  but  bitter  to  the  taste. 
Were  not  wrath,  judgment,  and  desertion  bitter  to  Him  who 
endured  them  all  for  us,  while  the  message  of  redeeming  love 
and  blood  is  precious  and  fragrant  to  us  ?  **  He  was  wounded 
for  our  transgressions,  He  was  bruised  for  our  iniquities ;  the 
chastisement  of  our  peace  was  upon  Him,  and  with  His  stripes 
we  are  healed.  It  pleased  the  LORD  to  bruise  Him ;  He  hath 
put  Him  to  ginef ;  wnen  Thou  shalt  make  His  soul  an  offering 
for  sin,  He  shall  see  His  seed,  He  shall  prolong  His  days,  and 
the  pleasure  of  the  LORD  shall  prosper  in  His  hand"  (Isaiah  liii. 
5 — 10).  From  the  piercings  ot  Jesus'  hands,  feet,  side,  and 
thorn-crowned  brow  flowed  salvation  and  sympathy  to  His 
people.  From  His  sacred  Hps  ascended  those  glorious  words 
which  filled  the  Father's  heart  with  delight,  heaven  with 
rejoicing,  hell  with  consternation,  and  elect  souls  with  gmce, 
"IT  IS  FINISHED."  Turn  with  me  to  Mark  xv.  23:  "And 
they  gave  Him  to  drink  wine  mingled  with  myrrh;  but  He 
received  it  not."  Why  did  He  not  receive  it!  Because  He 
had  drunk  deeply  of  a  bitter  cup  from  His  Father's  hand  in 
gloomy,  dark  Qetbsemane.     There  His  lips  dropped  myrrh  bo 
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bitter  to  Him,  yet  oontainiDg  a  sweetness  unspeakable  to  those 
in  union  with  Him.  Look  at  Matt*  xxvi.  37 — 39  :  **  Then  cometh 
Jesus  with  them  to  a  place  called  Gethsemane,  and  saith  unto 
His  disciples,  Sit  ye  here  while  I  go  and  pray  yonder.  And  He 
took  with  Him  Peter  and  the  two  sons  of  Zebedee,  and  began 
to  be  sorrowful,  and  very  heavy.  Then  saith  He  unto  them, 
My  soul  is  exceeding  sorrowful,  even  unto  death :  tarry  ye  here, 
and  watch  with  Me.  And  He  went  a  little  further  and  fell  on 
His  face,  and  prayed,  saying,  0  My  Father,  if  it  be  possible,  let 
let  this  cup  pass  from  Me  1  nevertheless,  not  as  I  will,  but  as 
Thou  wilt.  From  His  disciples  He  found  no  encouragement 
or  sympathy ;  they  were  fast  asleep.  Again  and  again  He  went 
and  prayed  the  same  words,  '*  0  My  Father,  if  this  cup  may  not 
pass  away  from  Me  except  I  drink  it.  Thy  will  be  done."  Bitter 
potions  were  His.  Bitter  desertion,  the  hiding  of  His  Father's 
face,  the  endurance  of  the  load  of  sin,  judgment,  wrath,  indig- 
nation, and  fury,  ay,  and  of  damnation  due  to  His  people,  as 
dear  old  Dr.  Hawker  once  said, 

"He  drank  the  cup  of  damnation  dry." 
Myrrh  from  the  Father's  cup  He  drank,  but  refused  that 
presented  to  him  by  man.  To  the  dregs  He  drank  of  the  cup  of 
condemnation,  and  now  He  takes  the  cup  of  salvation  and  calls 
upon  the  name  of  the  Lord  for  His  tempted  disciples  (Psalm 
cxvi.  13).  This  Psalm  speaks  wholly  of  a  precious  Christ,  and 
those  in  experimental  oneness  with  Him,  brought  low  in  sorrow 
and  distress,  and  lifted  up  by  the  long,  strong,  powerful  arm  of 
sovereign  grace.  Before  the  face  of  the  Father  He  stands  for 
His  Church  and  people,  and  as  His  intercession  ascends,  as  His 
demand  for  them  (John  xvii.  24)  enters  into  the  ears  of  the 
Father,  JEHOVAH  the  Spirit  is  readv  to  communicate  the 
blessings,  bounties,  and  benefits  which  have  been  treasured  up 
in  the  everlasting  covenant  of  grace  for  the  time  of  spiritual 
want  and  necessity.  Now  tell  me.  Do  not  His  lips  drop  sweet 
swelling  myrrh  ?  As  He  graciously  reveals  to  us  the  sufferings 
He  endured,  and  tells  us  of  the  bitter  sorrows  He  experienced 
as  our  sin-bearing  Surety,  the  sweet  fragrance  thereof  is  inex- 
pressible. The  rich  incense  of  His  intercession  is  the  joy  and 
rejoicing  of  our  tried  and  tempted  spirits.  It  is  a  blessed  thing 
for  me  to  know  that  in  the  midst  of  all  the  bitterness  of  deser- 
tion, and  the  perplexities  peculiar  to  that  state  described  in 
Isaiah  xli.  17,  "  When  the  poor  and  needy  seek  water,  and  there 
is  none,  and  their  tongue  faileth  for  thirst,  I  the  LORD  will  hear 
them."  How  will  He  hear  them  ?  He  will  hear  them  in  the  person 
of  their  Head,  Representative,  and  great  High  Priest,  who  ever 
liveth  to  make  intercession  for  them.  Yes,  lie  will  hear  them  in 
the  words  of  Him  who  opens  His  mouth  for  the  dumb,  pleads 
the  cause  of  the  poor,  and  maintains  the  right  of  His  afflicted 
ones.  He  will  hear  them  in  the  advocacy  of  Him  through 
whom  they  approach  Him  with  the  cry,  ^         j 
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**  Father,  in  Hm  we  claim  our  part  ; 
For  Thy  Son's  rake  accept  us  now ; 
In  Him  well  pleased  Thou  always  art  ; 
Well  pleased  with  us  through  Him  be  Thou. 

O  look  on  Thine  anointed  One  ; 

Thy  gift  of  Him  is  all  our  plea, 
Our  righteousness — ^what  He  nath  done, 

Our  prayer — ^His  prayer  for  us  to  Thee." 

"Sis  tips  drop  sweet  stnelling  myrrh  "  when  I  know  that  the 
bitterness  of  eternal  condemnation  is  my  desert,  but  He  tells  me 
I  cannot  be  damned  because  of  His  sufferings  and  obedience  for 
me  in  which  He  became  m^  everlasting  salvation.  When 
failure  and  infirmity  characterise  every  attempt  to  worship  my 
God,  it  is  sweet  for  me  to  hear  from  His  own  lips  that  His 
strength  is  mine.  It  is  sweet  for  me  to  know  that  the  very 
spot  of  my  necessity  is  where  He  will  show  surprising  grace. 
My  infirmities  will  provide  opportunities  for  Him  to  reveal  to 
my  waiting  and  wanting  heart  His  purposes  of  love /or  me,  His 
promises  of  grace  to  me,  and  His  peiformances  of  power  in  me. 
These  spmtual  communications  sweeten  eveiy  bitter,  and  cause 
me  to  sing  with  delight, 

"  Boast  not,  ye  sons  of  earth, 
Nor  look  with  scornful  eyes  ; 
Ahove  your  highest  mirth, 
Our  saddest  hours  we  prize  ; 
For  though  our  cup  seems  filled  with  gall, 
There's  something  secret  sweetens  all.*' 

May  the  Lord  add  His  blessing  for  His  name's  sake.    Amen. 


Hymn. 

•*  Fathbk,  /  iwW,"  the  Saviour  cries, 
And  gives  Himself  a  sacrifice, 
"  That  where  I  am,  Thy  saints  may  be, 
In  union  with  Myself  and  Thee." 

"  Father,  /  wUl^'*  the  Lord  demands. 
And  spreads  His  interceding  hands — 
**  /  i£>i//,  that  all  for  whom  I  died, 
Be  with  Me  ever  glorified." 

On  this  ••  /  will  **  I  safely  rest, 
My  Jesus  pleads — I  must  be  blest ; 
Soon  shall  my  soul  His  glory  sec, 
For  still  He  lives  and  pleads  for  me. 
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CHRIST'S      HANDS. 


%   S-ermon 

Pbeaohkd  in  Gbote  Chu>bl,  Caubsbwsll,  on  Sunday  Mobnino, 
AUGUBT  17th,  1879,  BT 

THOMAS    BRADBURY. 


*•  His  hands  are  as  gold  rings  set  with  the  beryl.** — Song  of  Solomon  v.  14. 

IN  contemplating  of  the  beauties  and  excellencies  of  Zion's 
Beloved  as  revealed  by  God  the  ever-blessed  Spirit,  new 
delights  are  ours  in  each  unfolding.  Manifold  and  unsearchable 
are  the  spiritual  treasures  aboanding  in  Him.  It  has  been  our 
privilege  for  some  little  time  past  to  dwell  upon  the  adoring 
confession  flowing  from  the  heart  of  the  bride  whose  admiration 
and  affection  were  centred  wholly  in  the  person  of  her  King 
and  Husband. 

She  sees  His  heady  and  glories  in  His  sovereignly. 

She  contemplates  His  locks^  and  delights  in  His  purposes. 

She  looks  into  His  eyesj  and  dreads  not  His  omniscience. 

She  beholds  His  cheeks^  and  revels  in  His  beauty. 

She  hangs  upon  His  lips,  and  glories  in  His  salvation. 

This  morning  we  are  brought  to  consider  a  subject  precious 
and  interesting  to  those  who  are  taught  by  the  Spirit  to  judge 
and  discern  aU  things,  yet  thejr  themselves  are  judged  of  no 
man  (1  Cor.  ii.  15).  It  is  a  spiritual  fact  that  those  who  are 
brought  into  experimental  oneness  with  the  Lord  Jesus  Chiist 
cannot  be  rightly  understood  by  any  but  themselves.  The  joy 
they  experience  is  unspeakable  (1  Pet.  i.  8) ;  the  peace  they 
possess  passeth  all  understanding  (Phil.  iv.  7) ;  the  love  they 
enjoy  passeth  all  human  knowledge  (Eph.  iii.  19);  they  are 
wonderful,  incomprehensible  beings :  and  as  we  are  spiritually 
identified  with  them  we  can  say,  "  The  world  knoweth  us  not 
because  it  knew  Him  not"  (1  John  iii.  1).  As  I  contemplate 
myself  as  an  object  of  electing,  redeeming  mercy,  I  feel  I  am  a 
wonder  unto  many,  and  I  am  a  wonder  to  myself.  As  I  look 
at  myself  in  my  natural  existence,  I  wonder  how  God  can  have 
mercy  upon  a  sinner  so  base  and  so  vile.     Ah  I  look  at  myself,  a 
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<^reature  of  His  providence,  preserved  through  the  folly  of  clril^- 
hood,  the  heedlessness  of  youth,  and  the  sins  of  manhood,  to 
this  very  moment,  and  to  this  very  spot  where  He  is  pleased 
to  reveal  to  me  the  exceeding  riches  of  His  grace ;  as  1  am  led 
to  consider  myself  a  spiritual  man  in  Christ,  I  am  a  wonder 
to  myself.  Ofttimes  the  cry  ascends  in  secret,  ^*  Who  maketh 
thee  to  differ?"  or,  as  you  may  read  in  the  margin,  **  Wlio  distin- 
guisheth  theeV^  "or  what  hast  thou  that  thou  didst  not  receive  t" 
(1  Cor.  iv.  7).  As  I  am  made  to  differ  from  others  by  sovereign 
grace  and  choice,  and  all  that  I  enjoy  comes  in  the  way  of 
sovereign  bounty,  I  have  no  room  to  boast  over  others.  Here  I 
stand  as  a  beggar  taken  from  the  dunghill)  and  brought  into  the 
banqueting-house  of  my  King  to  receive  from  His  gracious 
hands  those  blessings  with  which  He  supplies  my  need  accord- 
ing to  His  Father's  riches  in  glory.  Bemg  thus  favoured  with 
heart  union  to  the  great  and  glorious  Head  of  the  Church,  it  is 
my  privilege  to  meditate  and  deU^t  in  those  personal  beauties 
which  He  reveals  to  me  by  the  Holy  Ghost.  I  delight  not  in 
relative  beauties,  neither  do  I  desire  to  speak  of  collaterals,  nor 
of  the  things  that  accompany  salvation.  These  are  all  to  be 
prized  as  very  precious  as  coming  through  Him,  but  they  will 
not  satisfy  the  deep  and  inexpressible  cravings  of  that  Divine 
nature  which  the  Father  gives  to  His  children  in  oneness  with 
the  Son  of  His  love.  Nothing  but  Christ  Himself  will  satisfy 
me.  Spiritual  blessings  are  the  joy  of  my  heart  as  thev  are 
received  by  me  directly  from  Himseff.  W  hatever  mercy,  blese- 
ing,  or  favour  the  Father  has  designed  for  me  must  be  commu* 
nicated  to  me  from  the  gracious  hands  of  my  loving  and  ever- 
adorable  Lord.  It  is  the  richest  mercy  I  shall  enjoy  this  side 
heaven's  gates  to  have  the  witness  of  the  Holy  Ghost  in  my 
heart  that  Christ  has  to  do  personally  with  me,  and  I  have  to  do 
personally  with  Him.  This  was  the  lot  of  the  bride,  as  set  forth 
m  this  Book,  and  of  all  the  saints  whose  experiences  are  recorded 
in  the  pages  of  inspiration.  Personal  communion  with  Him, 
and  personal  communications  from  Him,  is  the  custom  on  new 
covenant  ground.  Moses  said  to  Him,  **  Show  me  Thy  glory  " 
(Exod.  xxxiii.  18).  David  plaintively  cried,  "  0  when  wilt  Thon 
come  to  Me?  "  ^Psa.  ci.  2).  Look  at  Psa.  Ixiii.  1,  2 :  "0  God, 
Thou  art  my  Goa;  earlv  will  I  seek  Thee;  my  soul  thirsteth  for 
Thee;  my  flesh  longetn  for  Thee  in  a  dry  and  thirsty  land, 
where  no  water  is ;  to  see  Thy  power  and  Thy  glory,  so  as  I 
have  seen  Thee  in  the  sanctuary.'  We  can  sometimes  sing  with 
the  spirit  and  with  the  understanding — 

"  Let  me  be  with  Thee  where  Thou  art, 
My  Saviour,  my  eternal  Rest ; 
Then  only  will  this  longing  heart 
Be  fully  and  for  erer  blest." 

In  humble  dependence  upon  the  guidance  and  grace  of  His 
hlessed  Spirit  we  will  look  at  the  words  of  the  text  inSieir  order — 
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**  His  hands  are  as  gold  rings  set  with  the  beryl." 

I. — *'  His  hands  " — What  do  they  indicate  ? 

n. — Gold  rings  " — What  do  they  teach  ? 

in. — "  Set  with  the  beryl  " — What  does  that  mean  ? 

L— ''His  hands"— What  do  they  indicate!  As  His  head 
denotes  His  will,  His  feet  His  ways,  so  His  hands  represent  His 
works.    As  I  contemplate  them  I  sing — 

"  My  heart  shall  triumph  in  the  Lord, 
And  bless  His  works,  and  bless  His  Word  I 
His  works  of  grace,  how  bright  thej  shine  I 
How  deep  His  coansels  I  how  Divine  I" 

In  the  works  of  His  hands  we  behold  His  glorions  Godheads 
Deity  is  revealed  in  e^ery  act  of  His  life.  Moses  knew  this  when 
he  declared  concerning  Him :  "He  is  the  Rock,  His  work  is  perfect ; 
for  all  His  ways  are  judgment:  a  God  of  truth  and  without  iniquity, 
just  and  right  is  He  "  (Deut.  xxxii.  4).     His  works  of  creation, 
providence,  grace,  and  salvation  are  the  deUght  of  souls  in  blessed 
and  hallowed  association  with  Him.     You  see  this  throughout 
the  book  of  Psalms,     Look  at  Psa.  xcii.  4 :  "  For  Thou,  LORD, 
hast  made  me  glad  through  Thy  work :  I  will  triumph  in  the 
works  of  Thy  hands."     This  seen  in  the  light  of  the  preceding 
verse,  **  Upon  an  instrument  of  ten  strings,  and  upon  the  psaltery; 
upon  the  narp  with  a  solemn  sound,     reveals  the  Lord  Jesus 
Cnrist  performing  with  His  skilful  hands  upon  the  ten  strings  of 
His  Father's  righteous  law,  and  thus  producing  a  righteousness 
in  which  His  people  stand  justified  and  accepted  before  God. 
Turn  to  Psa.  cxi.  2,  and  following  verses:  "  The  works  of  the 
LORD  are  great,  sought  of  all  them  that  havepleasure  therein. 
His  work  is  honourable  and  glorious:  and  His  righteousness 
endureth  for  ever.     He  hath  made  His  wonderful  Vorks  to  be 
remembered :  the  LORD  is  gracious  and  full  of  compassion.  He 
hath  given  meat  unto  them  that  fear  Him.     He  will  ever  be 
mindtul  of  His  covenant.  He  hath  showed  His  people  the  powev 
of  His  works,  that  He  may  give  them  the  heritage  of  the  heathen. 
The  works  of  His  hands  are  verity  and  judgment ;  all  His  com- 
mandments are  sure.     They  stand  fast  for  ever  and  ever,  and 
are  done  in  truth  and  uprightness.     He  sent  redemption  unto 
His  people  :  He  hath  commanded  His  covenant  for  ever:  holy 
and  reverend  is  His  name."     Here  we  have  a  covenant  redemp- 
tion for  a  covenant  people,  a  covenant  righteousness  for  all  those 
who  are  His  workmanship,  created  unto  good  works  to  walk  in 
them  (Eph.  ii.  10).     These  love  to  remember  the  days  of  old,  to 
meditate  on  all  His  works,  and  to  muse  on  the  work  of  His  hands 
(Psa.  cxliii.   5).      They  love  to  praise  His  works  from   one 
generation  to  another,  and  to  declare  His  mighty  acts.    David 
expresses  this  in  Psa.  cxlv.  5,  &o. :  ^'  I  will  speak  of  the  glorious 
honour  of  Thy  majesty,  and  of  Thy  wondrous  works.     And  men 
shall  speak  of  the  might  of  Thy  terrible  acts :  and  I  will  declare 
Thy  greatness.    They  shall  abundantly  utter  the  memory  of 
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Thy  great  goodness,  and  shall  sing  of  Thy  righteousness.  AD 
Thy  works  shall  praise  Thee,  0  LORD ;  and  Thv  saints  shall 
bless  Thee.  They  shall  speak  of  the  glory  of  Thy  kingdom, 
and  talk  of  Thy  power.  To  make  known  to  the  sons  oi  men 
His  mighty  acts,  and  the  glorious  majesty  of  His  kingdom." 

"  iK«  hands.^'  This  metaphorical  expression  contains  in  it 
a  ftmd,  ay,  a  mine  of  spiritual  wealth,  instruction,  and  consola- 
tion. In  the  first  place  we  will  notice  that  the  hand  of 
JEHOVAH-JESUS  means  His  Purpose.  Turn  to  Acts  iv. 
27,  28:  "For  of  a  truth  against  Thy  holy  Child  Jesus,  whom 
Thou  hast  anointed,  both  Herod  and  Pontius  Pilate,  with  the 
Gentiles  and  the  people  of  Israel,  were  gathered  together ^br 
to  do  wluztsoever  Thy  hand  and  Thy  counsel  determined  before  to  be 
done.^'  What  the  purpose  of  JEHOVAH  has  designed  for  His 
people  in  Christ  Jesus  must  be  performed  in  their  experience  by 
His  «aciou8  hand.  See  how  this  is  clearly  set  forth  in  Eph.  i.. 
whicn  chapter  contains  Paul's  description  of  the  Father's  mind 
and  will  concerning  His  children  in  Christ.  See  verses  5  and  6  : 
*'  Having  predestinated  us  unto  the  adoption  of  children  by  Jesus 
Christ  to  Himself,  according  to  the  good  pleasure  of  His  will,  to 
the  praise  of  the  glory  of  His  grace,  wherein  He  hath  made  us 
accepted  in  the  Beloved."  Read  from  the  9th  to  the  12th 
verse :  **  Having  made  known  to  us  the  mystery  of  His  will, 
according  to  His  good  pleasure  which  He  hath  purposed  in 
Himself:  that  in  the  dispensation  of  the  fulness  of  times  He 
might  gather  together  in  one  all  things  in  Christ,  both  which 
are  in  heaven  and  which  are  on  earth  ;  even  in  Him  :  in  whom 
also  we  have  obtained  an  inheritance,  being  predestinated 
according  to  the  purpose  of  Him  who  worketh  all  things  after 
the  counsel  of  His  own  will,  that  we  should  be  to  the  praise  of  His 
riory  who  first  trusted  in  Christ."  The  Father  first  trusted 
Christ  by  placing  His  people,  their  salvation,  with  all  covenant 
blessings,  mto  His  hands  from  the  days  of  eternity.  But  the 
question  may  be  asked,  and  has  been  asked  a  thousand  times, 
May  not  the  purpose  of  JEHOVAH-JESUS  fail  in  its  accom* 
pKshment  t  To  this  I  answer,  iTes,  if  the  purpose  had  aught 
of  the  weakness  of  the  question ;  but  this  it  has  not.    Mark  I 

"  The  work  which  His  goodness  began. 

The  arm  of  His  strength  will  complete, 
His  promise  is  *  Yea  and  Amen/ 

And  never  was  forfeited  yet. 
Things  future,  nor  things  that  are  now, 

Not  all  things  below  nor  aboTe, 
Can  make  him  His  purpose  forego, 

Or  serer  my  soul  from  His  love." 

"J5K«  handiP  This  expresses  His  Power.  Read  Psalm  xx. 
6 :  *^  Now  know  I  that  the  LORD  saveth  His  anointed :  He 
will  hear  him  from  His  holy  heaven  vnth  the  saving  strength  of 
His  right  hand.''     See  also    Psalm  Ixxxix.  13 :  "  Thou  hast  a 
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mighty  ann :  strong  is  Thy  hand,  and  high  is  Thy  right  hand." 
Whenever  the  hand,  or  the  right  hand,  of  JEHOVAH  is 
mentioned  in  the  Scriptures,  it  always  refers  to  the  display  of 
His  power  in  connection  with  the  mediatorial  work  of  the 
Surety  of  the  covenant.  Sometimes  it  works  in  judgment 
and  at  other  times  in  mercy.  His  arm  is  All-powerful.  His 
right  hand  is  exalted  very  high.  It  is  high  as  the  covenant 
and  the  throne.  The  decree  has  gone  forth,  *'  Let  Thy  hand  be 
upon  the  Man  of  Thy  right  hand,  upon  the  Son  of  man  whom 
Thou  madest  strong  for  Thyself"  (Psalm  Ixxx.  17).  This  is  the 
Man  who  has  been  made  strong  by  resurrection-power  and 
privilege  for  the  salvation  of  His  Church  and  people.  Of  Him 
It  is  said  in  Psalm  ex.  1 : — **  The  LORD  said  unto  my  Lord,  Sit 
Thou  at  My  right  hand,  until  I  make  Thy  foes  Thy  footstool.** 
Li  that  precious  song  of  Moses  we  have  a  description  of  the 
redemption  power  of  firael's  God : — *'  Thy  right  hand,  0  LORD, 
18  become  glorious  in  power :  Thy  right  hand,  0  LORD,  hath 
dashed  to  pieces  the  enemy."  With  the  experience  of  the 
resurrection-power  of  Christ,  the  Church  can  smg  with  David, 
"  The  right  hand  of  the  LORD  is  exalted :  the  right  hand  of 
the  LORD  doeth  vaUantly "  (Psalm  cxviii.  16).  In  this  lively 
figure  we  see  the  law  fulfilled,  sin  put  away,  death  overcome, 
hell  defeated,  God  glorified,  and  His  people  eternally  saved  and 
secure.  But  look  at  that  glowing  description  which  is  given  of 
JEHOVAH'S  hand  in  1  Chron.  xxix.  11—13:  "Thine,  0 
LORD,  is  the  greatness,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory,  and  the 
victory,  and  the  majesty ;  for  all  that  is  in  the  heaven,  and  in 
the  earth  is  Thine  ;  Thine  is  the  kingdom,  0  LORD,  and  Thou 
art  exalted  as  Head  above  all.  Both  riches  and  honour  come  of 
Thee,  and  Thou  reignest  over  all :  and  in  Thine  hand  is  power 
and  might;  and  in  Thine  hand  it  is  to  make  great,  and  to  give 
strength  unto  alL  Now  therefore,  our  God,  we  thank  Thee,  and 
praise  Thy  glorious  name."  We  who  are  experimentally  one 
with  David,  and  are  brought  to  a  spiritual  understandmg  of 
these  grand,  vast,  and  glorious  truths,  that  the  power  of  our 
God  will  perform  His  covenant  purpose,  we  rejoice  and 
sing: — 

*<  This  Ood  is  the  Qod  we  adore, 

Oar  faithful,  onohangeable  Friend, 
His  loTe  is  as  great  as  His  power, 

And  neither  knows  measure  nor  end. 
'Tis  Jesus,  the  First  and  the  Last, 

Whose  Spirit  shall  guide  us  safe  home, 
We'll  praise  Him  for  all  that  is  past, 

And**— 

we  will  ask  him  for  grace  tp 

"  trust  Him  for  all  that's  to  come." 

" His  hands'*  These  words  not  only  set  forth  His  Purpose 
and  His  Power,  but  His  Providbnok  also.  See  how  clearly 
and  blessedly  Nehemiah  declares   this  in    chap.  tL   17,   18: 
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^^Tben  said  I  nnto  them,  Ye  see  the  distress  that  we 
are  in,  how  Jerusalem  lieth  waste,  and  the  gates  thereof  are 
burned  with  fire ;  come,  and  let  us  build  up  the  wall  of  Jerusalem, 
that  we  be  no  more  a  reproach.  Then  I  told  them  of  tlie  hand 
of  wy  God  which  was  pood  upon  wi€." 

"  Qood  when  He  gives,  sapremelj  good. 
Nor  less  when  He  denies ; 
B'en  crosses,  from  His  sovereign  hand, 
Are  blessings  in  disguise." 

Job  knew  this  when  his  wife  said  unto  him,  "  Dost  thou  still 
retain  thine  integrity  ?  curse  God,  and  die.  But  he  said  unto 
her,  Thou  speakest  as  one  of  the  foolish  women  speaketh^ 
What  ?  shall  we  receive  ^ood  at  the  hand  of  God,  and  shall  we 
not  receive  evil!  "  (Job.u.  9,  10).  Whatsoever  comes  to  a  child 
of  God  in  the  way  of  good  or  evil,  according  to  our  faint  con- 
ception, always  comes  by  the  hand  of  JEHOVAH-JESUS. 
With  the  spiritual  understanding  of  this,  Ryland  might  well  sbg, 

"  Bovereign  Ruler  of  the  skies, 
Ever  gracious,  erer  wise  ; 
All  mj  times  are  in  Thy  han4, 
All  events  at  Thy  command. 

Times  of  sickness  ;  times  of  health  ; 
Times  of  penuiy  and  wealth  ; 
Times  of  trial  and  of  grief ; 
Times  of  triumph  and  relief. 

Times  the  tempter*6  power  to  prove : 
Times  to  taste  the  Saviour's  love  ; 
All  must  come,  and  last,  and  end, 
As  shall  please  my  heavenly  Friend.** 

It  lOfttterQ  ppt  whether  we  have  pain  or  pleasure  of  body  or  of 
znjind>  adversity  or  prosperity  in  our  every-day  life,  foes  frowning 
or  friends  pmiling,  they  are  ours  by  the  pleasure  and  power  of 
Him  who  has  the  treasures  of  heaven  at  His  disposal,  and  who 
holds  th^  keys  of  hell  and  of  death  (Rev.  i.  18). 

"  His  hands  "  are  full  of  covenant  PROVISION  for  His  people. 
They  display  JEHOVAH'S  purpose,  exercise  His  power, 
manage  His  providence,  and  dispense  His  covenant  provision. 
They  are  full  of  temporal  and  spiritual  mercies  forme.  You  seethis 
in  Psa.  civ.  27,  28,  which  I  believe  gives  a  blessed  description  of 
Christ's  dealings  with  His  people  on  resurrection-ground :  **  These 
wait  all  upon  Thee ;  that  Thou  mayest  give  them  their  meat  in 
due  season.  That  Thou  givest  them  they  gather :  Thou  openest 
Thine  handy  they  areJiUed  with  ^oodJ^  The  opening  of  His  hand 
signifies  the  benevolence  and  hberality  of  His  disposition  to  Hin 
people  in  Christ  Jesus.  They  are  not  only  blessed  with  all 
n)intual  blessings,  but  He  never  fails  to  communicate  to  them 
the  very  blessing  they  experimentally  need.  The  same  truth  is 
beautifully  expressed  in  Psa.  cxlv.  15,  16:  "  The  eyes  of  all  wait 
Qpon  Thee ;  and  Thou  givest  them  their  meat  in  due  season. 
Tkou  openest  Thine  hand,  and  satisfiest  the  desire  of  everjf  living 
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thing.'*  Here  we  see  a  fulness  and  certainty  of  covenant 
provision  for  a  covenant  people.  K  He  asks  ns  the  question, 
**  Lacked  ye  anything  t  "  our  adoring  hearts  crv  out,  "  Blessed 
be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  hath 
blessed  us  with  all  spiritual  blessings  in  Christ "  (Eph.  i.  3).  The 
purpose  of  JEHOVAH  in  the  hands  of  Christ  is  our  patrimony, 
His  power  our  security,  His  providence  our  guide,  and  ms 
provision  our  supply. 

"  His  hands.  In  them  we  delight  to  see  our  Protbotion 
and  Preservation.  Let  me  ask  you,  what  should  we  do  with 
all  the  provisions  of  His  grace  if  His  hands  wore  merely  opened 
and  we  were  left  to  our  own  way  with  them  ?  The  result  would 
be  our  squandering  or  losing  the  whole.  Our  weakness  and 
foolishness  is  such  that  we  could  not  keep  for  ourselves  the 
provisions  of  His  love.  Whatever  His  purpose  desired,  His  power 
executed,  or  His  providence  prepared  for  us,  if  left  to  ourselves, 
we  should  certainly  lose  all.  But  it  is  our  mercy  to  know  that 
all  these,  with  ourselves,  are  safely  protected  and  securely 
preserved  in  the  hands  of  a  precious  Christ.  The  Psalmist  knew 
there  was  no  preservation  apart  from  the  hand  of  his  God  when 
he  cried,  "  Arise,  0  LORD ;  0  God,  lift  uj>  Thine  hand :  forget 
not  the  humble.  Wherefore  doth  the  wicked  contemn  God : 
he  hath  said  in  his  heart,  Thou  wilt  not  req^uire  it.  Thou  hast 
seen  it ;  for  Thou  beholdest  mischief  and  spite,  to  requite  it  with 
Thy  hand :  the  poor  committeth  himself  unto  Thee ;  Thou  art 
the  Helper  of  the  fatherless."  Whoever  plots  mischief  against 
a  child  of  God,  or  manifests  spite  against  one  for  whom  Christ 
suffered  and  died,  and  upon  whom  JEHOVAH  has  conferred 
His  covenant  blessings  through  the  Son  of  His  love,  will  be  sure 
to  receive  recompense  at  the  hands  of  Zion's  Defender,  who  will 
break  in  pieces  every  proud  oppressor  and  settle  matters  with 
all  Zion's  spoilers.  Is  this  sufficient  for  the  ever-wanting  child 
of  grace  t  No.  New  beauties  and  perfections  will  be  revealed 
in  the  person  of  our  ever-adorable  Lord  to  all  eternity, 

" Bi$  hands''  The  PRESENTATION  of  the  Church  before  the 
face  of  the  Father,  and  her  Perfection  appear  in  the  hands  of 
Christ.  See  how  this  is  stated  in  Psa.  xlv.  9  :  **  Upon  Thy  right 
hand  did  stand  the  queen  in  gold  of  Ophir''  The  bride  of  Zion's 
King  ever  stands  with  acceptance  before  the  delighted  gaze  of 
the  Father  in  the  glorious  person  of  her  adorable  Head  and 
Husband.  In  His  gracious  hands  the  whole  election  of  grace 
are  presented  perfect  and  complete.  No  stain,  imperfection, 
infirmity,  or  failure  can  be  found  there.  The  Father  looks  upon 
the  Son  of  His  love,  and  beholds  the  bride  in  undisturbed  oneness 
with  Him  in  all  His  ineffable  perfections,  and  there  she  must 
abide  until  that  glorious  time  when  sin  shall  be  no  more  to  her, 
suffering  and  sorrow  shall  cease  for  ever,  and  in  the  unclouded 
glory  of  her  Lord  she  shall  appear  unceasingly.  Turn  with  me 
to  Psa.  xlviii.  9,  10 :  "  We  have  thought  of  Thy  loving-kindness, 
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O  God,  in  the  midst  of  Thy  temple.  According  to  Thy  name, 
0  God,  80  is  Thy  praise  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth  :  Thy  right 
hand  is  full  of  righteousness:'  Christ,  who  is  JEHOVAH'S 
light  hand,  is  righteousness.  Whatever  He  has  done  is 
righteousness.  What  He  does  is  righteousness.  Whatever 
He  gives  or  withholds  is  in  purest  righteousness.  In  all 
His  ways  and  works  righteousness  appears  and  is  bestowed  by 
His  hands  to  all  those  whom  He  strips  of  all  their  fancied  meet* 
ness  for  glory.  Now  look  at  Psa.  xvi.  11 :  "  Thou  wilt  show  me 
the  path  of  fife  ;  in  Thy  presence  is  fulness  of  joy ;  at  Thy  right 
hand  there  are  pleasures  for  evermore"  Upon  resurrection  ground, 
and  in  experimental  possession  of  ascension  realities,  the  living 
children  of  God  enjoy  spiritual  pleasures  which  can  never  be 
marred.  The  love  of  a  covenant  Father  is  the  joy  of  their  heart. 
The  grace  of  an  unchan^ng  Saviour  is  the  delight  of  their  spirit. 
The  indwelling  of  the  Holy  Ghost  is  the  secret  of  their  spiritual  life. 

"JK«  hands:*  We  shall  never  be  able  to  discover  all  the 
works  and  bounties  of  His  hands.  I^ook  at  Psalm  xvii.  7,  where 
we  see  Salvation  revealed  in  the  person  of  Jesus :  "  Show 
Thy  marvellous  lovingkindness,  0  Thou  thai  savest  by  Thy  right 
hand  them  which  put  their  trust  in  Thee  from  those  that  rise  up 
against  them."  As  I  am  favoured  to  see  my  salvation  in  the 
hands  of  Christ,  and  that  it  is  there  for  me  with  eternal  glory, 
80  shall  I  also  see  the  world,  the  Church,  with  Satan  and  my 
carnal  mind,  calling  into  question  the  reality  €tnd  genuineness  of 
my  faith.  I  shall  be  assaulted  by  all  these,  and  sometimes 
brought  to  doubt  the  reality  of  every  work  and  movement  of 
grace  in  me.  But  there  is  something  very  blessed  in  the  faot 
tiiat  salvation  was  not  only  completed  for  me  by  the  hands  of 
Jesus,  but  will  also  be  wrought  in  me  by  the  power  of  His 
Spirit.  In  this  I  see  my  Safety  is  in  the  hands  of  Him  who  has 
saved  me.  Turn  to  Psalm  xxi.  7,  8 :  **  For  the  king  trusteth  in 
the  LORD,  and  through  the  mercv  of  the  Most  High  he  shall 
not  be  moved.  Thine  hand  shall  nnd  out  all  Thine  enemies : 
Thy  right  hand  shall  find  out  those  that  /late  Thee:*  Is  that  suffi- 
cient? No.  His  hands  are  my  Security  from  present  and 
future  dangers.  The  lanj^iage  of  Zion's  covenant  Head  is  that 
of  every  soul  in  union  with  Him :  "  Into  Thine  hands  I  commit 
tnv  spirit :  Thou  hast  redeemed  me,  0  LORD  God  of  truth  " 
(rsalm  xxxi.  5).  But  while  I  have  salvation,  safety,  and 
security,  I  long  for  Stability,  which,  blessed  be  His  name,  I 
have,  according  to  that  precious  statement  in  verse  15 :  '^  My 
times  are  in  Thy  hancL**  Oh,  how  blessed  1  Everything  I  can 
have  in  possession,  or  experience,  is  in  the  hand  of  my  Lord, 
my  God,  my  Head,  my  Husband,  my  All  in  all.  What  more 
can  I  want  t 

**  What  from  Ohrist  that  soul  shall  seTer 

Bound  by  ererlasting  bands  7  r^  i 
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Once  in  Him,  in  Him  for  ever ; 
Thus  th*  eternal  covenant  stands  : 

None  shall  plnck  thee 
From  the  Strength  of  Israel's  hands." 

n. — " Gold  rings" — What  do  they  indicate  ?  Gold  denotes 
preciousness  and  perfection.  All  that  I  have  enumerated,  and 
all  that  is  revealed  in  God's  blessed  Word,  a«  held  in  the  hands 
of  Christ  for  His  people,  is  precious  and  perfect.  Look  at 
JEHOVAH'S  purpose,  power,  providence,  provision,  and  pro- 
tection, with  my  salvation,  safety,  security,  and  stability !  All 
these  are  precious  to  me,  and  no  imperfection  can  be  found  in 
any  part  of  them.  Satan  may  strive  his  utmost  to  find  a  flaw 
in  the  person  and  work  of  the  God-Man,  but  all  his  labours  are 
in  vain.  The  Christ  of  God  is  impeccable.  Look  at  that 
glorious  declaration  in  John  xiv.  30 :  ^^  The  prince  of  this  world 
cometh,  and  hath  nothing  in  Me."  No  weakness,  but  all  power. 
No  flaw  in  His  purpose ;  no  failure  in  His  providence  ;  no  lack 
in  His  provision  ;  no  defect  in  His  protection.  All  His  saints 
are  perfectly  saved  and  safe  in  Him,  according  to  that  precious 
declaration  in  John  x.  27,  28 :  "  My  sheep  hear  My  voice,  and  I 
know  them,  and  they  follow  Me :  and  I  give  unto  them  eternal 
Ufe  ;  and  they  shall  never  perish,  neither  shall  any  pluck  them 
out  of  My  hand."  But  mark,  not  only  gold,  but  gold  rin^s.  Not 
one  ring,  but  many,  to  set  forth  the  variety  of  blessmgs  and 
consolations  which  abound  by  Jesus  Christ  to  all  those  in  blessed 
and  hallowed  association  and  identification  with  Him.  Tou  see 
this  variety  and  abundance  in  many  portions  of  the  Word  to 
which  I  have  directed  your  attention  of  late,  in  which  that 
expression  '^much  more''  occurs.     Does  He  give  life?     He  will 

f've  it  more  abundantly  (John  x.  10).  Does  He  give  grace  t 
e  will  give  more  grace  (James  iv.  6).  **  And  of  His  fulness 
have  all  we  received,  and  grace  for  grace  "  (John  i.  16).  This 
means  grace  after  grace ;  heaps  upon  heaps  of  grace ;  grace 
bestowed  the  earnest  and  pledge  of  future  and  more  copious 
supplies. 

^^Gold  ringgy  The  ring  is  perfectly  round,  has  no  end,  and 
is  a  figure  of  eternity.  Every  covenant  mercy  and  blessing 
which  the  Father  committed  to  the  hands  of  my  Saviour  and 
my  God  for  me  is  eternal.  Nothing  fleeting  or  perishing  can  be 
found  there.  But  these  mercies  and  blessings,  and  my  expe- 
rience of  them,  differ  altogether.  God's  knowledge  of  the 
blessings  He  has  treasured  up  with  undisturbed  security  for  me 
in  the  Son  of  His  love,  and  my  experience  of  them,  differ  as 
much  as  darkness  does  from  light,  or  the  gloomiest  night  to  the 
clearest  day.  I  have  but  a  faint  apprehension  of  what  He  has 
laid  up  for  me,  nay,  I  have  no  apprehension  at  all,  except  as  He 
is  pleased  to  reveal  His  blessings  to  my  waiting  and  wanting 
heart  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Yet  He  has  taught  me 
that  every  blessing  bestowed  upon  me  in  Him  has  the  stamp  of 
eternity  upon  it^is  eternal  ,.g,^^,  .^  Googlc 
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Eternal  life  1  Look  at  the  portion  I  quoted  to  you  just 
now:  "I  give  unto  them  eternal  life"  (John  x.  28).  1  urn  also 
to  John  xvii.  2,  3  :  •'  As  Thou  hast  given  Him  power  over  all 
flesh,  that  He  should  give  eternal  life  to  as  many  as  Thou  hast 
given  Him.  And  this  is  life  eternal,  that  they  might  know  Thee 
the  only  tnie  God,  and  Jesus  Christ,  whom  Thou  hast  sent." 
The  life  of  God  in  an  elect  vessel  of  mercy  can  never  be 
destroyed.     That  is  a  precious  verse  by  Mies  Steele  : — 

"  If  my  immortal  Saviour  lives, 
Then  my  immortal  life  is  sure  ; 
His  Word  a  firm  foundation  gives, 
Here  let  me  build,  and  rest  secure.*' 

Eternal  redemption  1  The  work  of  His  hands  for  those 
who  are  possessed  of  His  life  is  eternal.  The  Psalmist  declares: 
**  His  work  is  honourable  and  glorious :  and  His  righteousness 
endureth  for  ever  *'  (Psalm  cxi.  3).  Turn  with  me  lo  Hebrews 
V.  8,  9  :  **  Though  He  were  a  Son,  yet  learned  He  obedience  by 
the  things  which  He  suffered :  and  being  made  perfect,  He 
became  the  Author  of  eteimal  salvation  to  them  that  obey  Him.** 
You  read  also  in  chapter  ix.,  verse  12 :  "  By  His  own  blood  He 
entered  in  once  into  the  holy  place,  having  obtained  eternal 
redemption  for  m«."  When  Israel's  enemies  shall  be  eternally 
confused  and  confounded,  **  Israel  shall  be  saved  in  the  LORD 
with  an  everlasting  salvation,  and  shall  not  be  ashamed  nor 
confounded  world  without  end  "  (Isaiah  xlv.  17), 

Eternal  excellence!  This  brings  to  our  minds  that 
glorious  fact  spoken  by  JEHOVAH  to  His  redeemed  Church, 
not  to  Israel  according  to  the  flesh,  but  to  His  Church,  His 
bride,  concerning  her  standing  before  Him  throughout  a  long 
eternity :  *'  1  will  make  thee  an  eternal  excellenci/,  a  joy  of  many 
generations"  (Isaiah  Ix.  15).  Eternal  excellency!  Yes. 
Excellent  in  the  excellencies  of  her  Head  and  Husband  is  the 
Church  of  the  living  God.     He  says  to  her,  '*  Since  thou  wast 

!)recious  in  My  sight,  thou  hast  been  honourable,  and  I  have 
oved  thee  *'  (Isaiah  xUii.  4).  She  is  "  a  crown  of  glory  in  the 
hand  of  the  LORD,  and  a  royal  diadem  in  the  hand  of  Mr  God  ** 
(Isaiah  Ixii.  3).  She  is  an  eternal  excellency,  and  is  everlastingly 
dignified  in  oneness  with  a  precious  Christ.     Is  this  all  ?    No  ! 

Eternal  glory  1  See  how  the  apostle  Paul  deals  out  this 
marvellous  truth  by  way  of  contrast  in  2  Cor.  iv.  16 — 18,  and 
V.  1 :  '^  For  the  which  cause  we  faint  not :  but  though  our  out- 
ward man  perish,  yet  the  inward  man  is  renewed  oay  by  day. 
For  our  light  affiction,  which  is  but  for  a  moment,  worketh  for 
us  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory ;  while  we 
look  not  at  the  things  which  are  seen,  but  at  the  things  which 
are  not  seen :  for  the  things  which  are  seen  are  temporal ;  but 
the  things  which  are  not  seen  are  eternal.  For  we  know  that  if 
our  earthly  house  of  this  tabernacle  were  dissolved^we  have  a 

..tized  by  Google 


CHRIST'S  HANDS.  461 

building  of  GU)d,  a  house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the 
heavens.'' 

**  Btemal  life,  at  Hia  request, 
To  every  Baint  is  giren  ; 
Safety  on  earth,  and  after  death 
The  plenitude  of  heaven.*' 

Everlasting  love  1  Every  blessing  enjoyed  by  the  Church 
is  the  fruit  of  His  everlasting  love.  Before  all  worlds  He 
received  the  Church  into  His  loving  hands  as  His  own  possession — 
that  possession  which  caused  His  hands  to  be  pierced  on 
Calvary's  rugged  tree,  His  heart  to  break  with  reproach.  His 
soul  to  be  sorrowful  even  unto  death,  and  His  precious  blood  to 
flow  for  its  redemption.  Every  act  of  His  loving  hands  was  an 
expression  of  His  love  and  affection.  The  heart  of  the  weeping 
prophet  was  cheered  and  comforted  with  that  sweet  whisper  of 
his  gracious  Lord,  **  Yea,  1  have  loved  thee  with  an  everlasting 
love :  therefore  with  loviuffkindness  have  I  drawn  thee  "  (Jer. 
zxxi.  3).  Does  the  child  of  God  cry,  "  Hath  God  forgotten  to 
be  gracious?"  (Psa.  Ixxvii.  9).  He  is  held  in  everlasting 
remembrance  (Psa.  cxii.  6).  Does  the  tried  and  tempted  God- 
fearer  mourn  because  of  his  darkness?  (Isa.  1.  10).  The 
LORD  shall  be  his  everlasting  light  (Isa.  Ix.  19,  20).  Does  the 
weary  traveller  to  Zion  lament  his  constant  sense  of  failure  t 
He  shall  be  blessed  with  everlasting  consolation  (2  Thes.  ii.  16). 

UI.— **  Set  with  the  beryl  "—What  does  that  mean  ?  The 
beryl  is  a  precious  stone  of  a  bluish-green  colour  "  which  never 
receives  reflection  from  any  other  colour  or  shade,  but 
remains  unaffected  by  contact  with  other  things."  This  sets 
forth  the  spiritual,  heavenly,  and  unchanging  nature  of  the 
Church  in  Christ.  He  has  set  her  as  a  seal  upon  His  heart,  as  a 
seal  upon  His  arm  (Song  viii.  6).  "  The  LORD  taketh  pleasure 
in  them  that  fear  Him,  m  those  that  hope  in  His  mercy  "  (Psa. 
cxlvii.  11).  Again  it  is  said,  '^  For  the  LORD  taketh  pleasure 
in  His  people ;  He  will  beautify  the  meek  with  salvation  "  (Psa. 
cxlix.  4).  Because  of  His  good  pleasure,  He  "hath  chosen 
Jacob  unto  Himself,  and  Israel  for  His  peculiar  treasure  "  (Psa. 
cxxxv.  4).  In  the  contemplation  of  this  glorious  fact,  dear  old 
John  Kent  might  well  sing : — 

**  Hail,  sacred  daj !  that  shall  declare 
The  jewels  of  the  bon  of  God ; 
Designed  to  deck  His  crown  they  were, 
c£)6en  of  old,  and  boaght  with  blood.** 

The  elect,  redeemed,  and  regenerate  people  of  God  are  thus 
described  in  Mai.  iiL  16,  17  :  ''  Then  they  that  feared  the  LORD 
spake  often  one  to  another:  and  the  LORD  hearkened  and 
heard,  and  a  book  of  remembrance  was  written  before  Him  for 
them  that  feared  the  LORD,  and  that  thought  upon  His  name. 
And  they  shall  be  Mine,  saith  the  LORD  of  hosts,  in  that  day 
when  I  make  up  My  jewels"  (margin,  special  treasure).    The 
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hands  of  our  most  glorious  Christ  are  set  and  adorned  with  these 

Erecious  stones — these  matchless  brilliants  upon  whom  His 
eart*s  affections  are  eternally  fixed.  They  are  so  precious  to 
Him  as  to  cause  Him  to  give  His  life's  blood,  ay,  Himself,  and 
all  that  He  possessed  for  them.  They  are  the  jewels  of  electing 
love,  redeeming  grace,  and  regenerating  mercy.  As  upon  the 
breastplate  of  the  Jewish  high  priest  the  names  of  the  tribes  of 
Israel  were  seen  in  the  jewels  there,  so  Jesus,  our  Great  High 
Priest,  before  the  Father's  throne, 

**  PoinU  to  our  names  upon  His  breast, 
And  spreads  His  wounded  hands," 

while  the  Father  sees  in  them   the  whole  election   of  grace 
eternally  saved,  supported,  strengthened,  €tnd  secured. 

"  His  hands  are  as  gold  rinaa  set  with  the  beryV^  Art  thou  a 
beryl  set  in  the  everlastmg  love  of  JEHOVAH-JESUS  t  Art 
thou  a  jewel  fixed  in  the  unchanging  affections  of  the  heavenly 
Bridegroom  ?  Art  thou  a  precious  stone  placed  in  the  hand  of 
Zion's  Almighty  Redeemer?  Whatever  be  thy  lot,  He  will 
never  lose  thee,  leave  thee,  or  forsake  thee,  and  will  teach  thee 
the  preciousness  of  these  words  of  Grant : 

"  O  Zion  afflicted  with  wave  upon  wave, 
Whom  no  man  can  comfort,  whom  no  man  can  save  : 
With  darkness  surrounded,  bj  terrors  dismayed, 
In  toiling  and  rowing  thy  strength  is  decay'd. 

Loud  roaring,  the  billows  now  nif^h  overwhelm ; 
But  sldlful's  the  Pilot  who  sits  at  the  helm  ; 
His  wisdom  conducts  thee.  His  power  thee  defends, 
In  safety  and  quiet  thy  warfare  He  ends. 

'  O  fearful,  O  faithless  1 '  in  mercy  He  cries; 
*  My  promise,  My  truth,  are  they  light  in  thy  eyes  ? 
Still,  still  I  am  with  thee.  My  promise  shall  stand  ; 
Through  tempest  and  tossing  rll  bring  thee  to  land. 

Forget  thee  I  will  not,  I  cannot ;  thy  name 
Bngraved  on  My  heart  does  for  ever  remain  ; 
The  pa]ms  of  My  hands  while  I  look  on  I  see 
The  wounds  I  received  when  suffering  for  thee. 

I  feel  at  my  heart  all  thy  sighs  and  thy  groans, 
For  thou  art  most  near  Me,  My  flesh  and  My  bones  ; 
In  all  thy  distresses  thy  Head  feels  the  i)ain  ; 
Tet  aU  arc  most  needful ;  not  one  is  in  vain. 

Then  trust  Me,  and  fear  not ;  thy  life  is  secure  ; 
My  wisdom  is  perfect,  supreme  is  My  power 
In  love  I  correct  thee,  thy  soul  to  refine, 
To  make  thee  at  length  in  My  likeness  to  shine." 

May  the  Lord  add  His  blessing  for  His  name  s  sake.     Amen. 
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"  His  belly  in  as  bright  iroiy  orerlaid  with  sapphireB.**— Song  of  Solomon 
T.  14. 

"  Tj^  VERY  word  of  God  is  pure,"  is  the  testimony  of  Solomon  in 
JQi  Prov.  XXX.  5 ;  and  for  it  to  be  pure  in  the  mind  and  judg- 
ment of  mortals^  there  must  of  necessity  be  a  pure  understanding. 
To  be  able  to  apprehend  the  mind  of  God,  as  given  in  chaste 
and  holy  metaphors,  the  favoured  sinner  must  possess  a  discerning 
power  which  mipure  human  nature  possesses  not.  An  impure 
mind  revels  in  impure  deductions,  and  cannot  appreciate  the 
chaste  and  the  holy.  You  see  this  in  the  statement  of  the 
apostle  Paul  in  Titus  i.  15  :  '^  Unto  the  pure  all  things  are  pure: 
but  unto  them  that  are  defiled  and  unbelieving  is  nothing  pure ; 
but  even  their  mind  and  conscience  is  defiled. '  Those  who  are 
left  destitute  of  the  all-cleansing  power  of  the  blood  of  Christ, 
who  know  nothing  of  the  Spirit  of  judgment  and  the  Spirit  of 
burning  which  purees  away  all  filth  and  impurity  in  doctrine 
and  experience,  ana  brings  the  living  children  of  God  into  grace- 
union  with  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  are  all  impure  in  the  sight  of 
infinite  purity.  If  I  speak  to  such  within  these  walls  this 
mommg,  I  must  in  all  faithfulness  tell  you,  that  in  the  words  of 
our  text  there  is  nothing  pure  or  profitable  for  you.  For  those 
of  you  who  are  left  to  your  carnal  judgment  and  fleshly 
surmisings  there  is  nothmg  but  condemnation  and  confusion  in 
such  a  precious  metaphor  as  this,  except  God  be  pleased  to 
communicate  to  you  that  Divine  nature  ^2  Peter  i.  4)  which  is 
pure  as  Himself,  that  incorruptible  seed  wnich  knows  nothing  of 
impurity,  corruption,  or  depravity  (1  Peter  i  23),  that  new  man 
of  ^race  which  is  bom  of  God  and  cannot  sin  (1  John  iii.  9), 
which  cannot  be  spoiled,  soiled,  or  sullied  by  any  subtilty  or 
sophistry  of  Satan,  any  evil  influences  which  may  surround  you, 
Na  14a— PmioB  Om  Pimst.  ^  . 
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or  any  lust  or  corruption  surging  and  seething  within  you.  All 
these  accursed  things  will  trouble  and  annoy  the  living  child  of 
God  and  cause  him  to  bow  do¥m  before  the  footstool  of 
sovereign  mercy,  begging  and  praying  the  God  of  all  grace  to 
manifest  His  favour  to  one  so  vile  and  unworthy.  This  is  a 
paradox  unknown  to  all  but  those  with  whom  the  secret  of  the 
Lord  is,  and  His  covenant  also  to  make  them  know  it  (Psa.  xxv. 
14). 

May  the  blessed  Spirit  guide  us  this  morning  into  a  right 
judgment  in  all  spiritual  thines.  He  can,  and  does  influence  the 
mind  of  those  who  are  brou^t  into  spiritual  subjection  to  Him, 
and  are  given  to  understand  the  mysteries  of  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  which  are  puzzles  and  paradoxies  to  all  the  world  beside. 
It  has  been  our  lot  to  contemplate  the  beauty  of  our  gre^t  and 
glorious  Lord  in  His  sovereignty,  purpose,  omniscience,  fulness, 
manifestations,  communications,  and  power.  Now  we  seek  for 
fresh  discoveries  of  His  beauties  and  excellencies  in  the  simile 
of  my  text,  which  appears,  to  refined  reason,  not  quite  the  thing 
to  read  in  a  mixed  assembly.  Yet,  couching  oeneath  these 
mystic  words  a  fund  of  spiritual  instruction  is  found,  which  causes 
the  heart  of  the  Spirit-taught  child  of  God  to  bound  with 
delight,  and  to  rejoice  in  blessed  and  hallowed  oneness  with 
Him  whose  love,  grace,  pifcy,  and  compassion  are  revealed 
therein.  We  will  look  at  the  words  according  to  the  order  in 
which  the  Holy  Ghost  has  been  pleased  to  place  them. 

I. — "  His  belly.**  What  are  we  to  understand  by  this  ?  It  is 
a  metaphorical  expression  conveying  spiritual  truth  to  the  heart 
of  the  Church  of  Christ.  Many  have  been  the  suggestions  and 
surmisings  enunciated  concerning  it.  One  is,  tnat  it  simply 
refers  to  the  human  nature  of  our  Lord  and  Master  in  its  punty, 
preciousness.  and  perfection  ;  but  it  is  always  well  to  seek  for  a 
solution  of  a  Scriptural  difficulty  in  the  words  of  the  same  writer 
who  states  it.  I  love  to  look  at  these  words,  "  His  beUy**  in  the 
light  of  another  expression  in  this  chapter,  which,  to  my  mind, 
expresses  their  true  meaning,  and  opens  up  to  us  the  love  of  a 
covenant  God  to  His  covenant  people,  or  the  affection  of  the 
spiritual  and  heavenly  Bridegroom  to  His  bride  the  Church.  You 
will  find  the  expression  in  the  words  of  the  bride  in  ver.  4  :  •*  My 
Beloved  put  in  His  hand  by  the  hole  of  the  door,  and  my  bowels 
were  moved  for  Him."  This  is  exactly  the  same  word  in  the 
original  with  that  given  at  the  commencement  of  our  text. 
Therefore,  it  will  be  mine  this  morning  to  lajr  aside  the  word 
given  in  our  translation  and  look  at  the  precious  one  referred 
to,  "  Hie  bowels,'**  His  heart.  Dr.  Watts  knew  something  of  the 
preciousness  of  this  when  he  wrote  those  lines, — 

"  With  joy  we  meditate  the  grace 
Of  oar  High  Priest  abore ; 
His  heart  is  filled  with  tenderness, 
His  bowels  melt  with  love. 
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Touched  with  a  sympathy  within, 

He  knows  our  feeble  frame ; 
He  knows  what  sore  temptations  mean, 

For  He  has  felt  the  same.*' 

The  word  *'  botoek "  in  the  Bible  has  a  different  dgDification 
altogether  to  that  with  which  our  minds  have  been  associated. 
It  invariably  means  the  heart  and  its  surroundings  which  are 
easily  affected  by  love  or  hatred,  joy  or  grief,  desire  or  disdain. 
So  our  text  would  read,  ^*  His  heart  is  as  briglU  ivory ^  overlaid 
with  sapphires.**  In  this  I  read  the  love  and  affection  Christ  has 
to  His  people.  He  loves  and  delights  to  bless  His  bride.  He 
loves  and  desires  to  have  her  near  to  Him  in  blessed  and 
hallowed  communion.  He  loves  and  determines  to  bring  her  to 
the  enjoyment  of  Himself,  His  kingdom,  and  His  glory.  He 
delights  to  supply  all  her  need,  according  to  the  Father's  riches 
in  glory,  and  bring  her  to  experience  the  same  emotions  toward 
Him  that  He  has  toward  her.  Whatever  office  Christ  held  in 
covenant  with  the  Father  must  be  shared  by  His  bride.  For 
whatever  blessings  He  holds  for  her  He  will  create  desires 
in  the  waiting  hearts  of  His  people,  which  the  Father  cannot  and 
will  not  resist  or  gainsay,  because  it  is  part  of  His  plan,  and  He 
has  bound  Himself  by  the  most  solemn  obligations  to  fulfil  the 
desires  of  His  heart  in  their  experience. 

*^Hi8  heart."  Here  I  see  His  delight  in  His  bride  from  all 
eternity.  His  determination  to  save  her  from  all  her  sins  and 
sufferings,  and  His  desire  for  her  society.  His  delight,  determi- 
nation, and  desire  shall  never  fail.  For  His  elect  people  He  has 
provided  a  place  in  His  loving  bosom  in  which  they  shall  ever 
abide,  free  trom  all  sin,  safe  from  all  danger,  and  secure  from  all 
assaults  of  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil.  1  see  all  this 
blessedly  set  forth  in  this  glorious  hymn  of  dear  old  John  Kent : 

"  Twas  with  an  everlasting  love 
That  God  His  own  elect  embrac'd, 
Before  He  made  the  worlds  above, 
Or  earth  on  her  huge  columns  plac'd. 

Long  ere  the  son's  refulgent  ray 

PrimsBval  shades  of  darkness  drove, 
They  on  His  sacred  bosom  lay, 

Lov'd  with  an  everlasting  love. 

Then  in  the  glass  of  His  decrees, 
Christ  and  His  bride  appear'd  as  one  ; 

Her  sin,  by  imputation,  His, 
Whilst  she  in  spotless  splendour  shone/' 

In  the  eyes  of  the  Father  the  bride  stands  unceasingly 
arrayed  in  the  glorious  perfections  of  her  Head  and  Husband. 
Even  when  Adam  fell,  and  she  fell  in  him  from  her  state  of 
earthly  perfection  and  privilege,  she  fell  not  from  her  standing 
in  Christ,  and  shall  never  fall  from  that  state  of  spiritual  perfec- 
tion with  which  she  was  blessed  in  Him  before  the  worlds  were 
framed.     We  may  look  still  further  into  this  glorious  truthip 
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When  each  member  of  the  myfitical  body  of  Christ  was  brought 
into  actual  existence  upon  earth,  and  was  called  into  creature 
bein^,  bom  in  sin,  shapen  in  iniquity,  going  astray  from  the 
womb,  speaking  lies,  only  evil  and  always  evil  as  the  true 
descendants  of  Adam  the  first,  even  then,  in  the  glass  of  the 
Father's  decrees,  and  in  the  person  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
they  stood  without  fault, 

"  From  wrinkle  and  from  blemlBh  free.** 

Dnderlving  that  wonderful  parenthesis  of  JEHOVAH'S,  called 
Time,  His  purposes  of  love  remain  undisturbed,  and  the  purity 
and  perfection  of  the  Church  remain  intact.  Satan  may  roar 
and  sin  may  ravage  the  natural  creation,  but  nothing  can  mar 
her  fair  beauty,  nothing  can  sully  her  glorious  perfection,  nothing 
'  can  spoil  her  completeness  in  the  eyes  of  Him  with  whom  she 
has  to  do.  Thus  we  see  the  affection  of  her  God,  the  love  of 
her  Husband,  Saviour,  Friend,  and  Companion,  remain  ever  the 
same,  unchanging  and  unchanged.  In  time,  according  to 
JEHOVAH'S  decree  and  determination,  every  member  of  the 
Church  is  bom  to  be  bom  again,  and  brought  to  a  trae  know- 
ledge of  its  corruption  and  depravity,  its  waywardness  in 
wandering  from  Him,  and  its  enmity  a^inst  Him.  ''The 
carnal  mind  is  enmity  against  God :  for  it  is  not  subject  to  the 
law  of  God,  neither  indeed  can  be"  (Rom.  viii.  7).  Brought  to  the 
knowledge  of  such  an  awfal  state,  the  awakened  sinner  pursues 
his  anxious  inquiry.  Can  God  be  ever  the  same  in  love,  affection, 
compassion,  and  pity,  toward  one  so  vile,  so  base,  and  abomin- 
able ?  To  all  such  spiritual  seekers  He  is  ever  the  same.  There 
is  no  change  in  Him,  according  to  His  own  precious  testimony 
by  Malachi,  to  His  people,  "  I  am  the  LORD,  I  change  not ; 
therefore  ye  sons  of  Jacob  are  not  consumed." 

"  His  hearth  For  further  discoveries  of  the  love  of  Christ's 
heart  look  at  that  series  of  metaphors  given  in  Ezekiel  xvi.,  in 
which  the  Church  is  described  in  her  natural  filth  and  corrup- 
tion. Begin  at  the  5th  verse : — "  None  eye  pitied  thee  to  ao 
any  of  these  unto  thee  " — that  is  to  say,  to  wash  thee,  suckle 
thee,  or  clothe  thee :  ''  to  have  compassion  upon  thee ;  but  thou 
wast  cast  out  in  the  open  field,  to  the  lothing  of  thy  person,  in 
the  day  that  thou  wast  born.  And  when  I  passed  by  thee,  and 
saw  thee  polluted  in  thine  own  blood,  I  said  unto  thee 
when  thou  wast  in  thy  blood.  Live;  yea,  I  said  unto  thee 
when  thou  wast  in  thy  blood.  Live."  Read  the  8th  verse: 
**  Now,  when  I  passed  by  thee,  and  looked  upon  thee,  behold,  thy 
time  was  the  time  of  love."  What  time  is  that  T  It  is  the  time 
of  the  Spirit's  convincing  power,  when  the  awakened  sinner 
feels  and  knows  God's  judgment  concerning  him,  according  to 
Paul's  declaration  in  Kom.  iii.  19 :  **  Now  we  know  that  what 
things  soever  the  law  saith,  it  saith  to  them  that  are  under  the 
law :  that  every  mouth  may  be  stopped,  and  all  the  world  may 
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become  guilty  before  God ;  "  or,  according  to  the  margin, 
^* subject  to  the  Judgment  of  God**  What  is  God's  judgment 
concerning  me  in  my  birth,  constitution,  and  practice  f  That  I 
am  a  sinner  vile  and  base,  deserving  hell-fire,  and  that  left  to 
myself  I  can  do  nothing  but  sin,  and  wander  to  the  depths  of 
eternal  condemnation.  When  all  thoughts  of  human  dignify 
and  desert  are  scattered  to  the  winds,  and  selfnsufficiency  is 
broken  to  shivers  by  the  thunder-bolts  of  God's  law,  when  a 
poor  sinner  is  left  face  to  face  with  a  just  and  holv  God,  standing, 
as  it  were,  upon  the  brink  of  the  pit  of  eternal  destruction,  he  is 
satisfied  to  take  God's  Word  as  it  is  spiritually  communicated, 
and  say  Amen  thereto,  though  it  seals  his  condemnation.  When 
I  am  brought  to  see  myself  m  the  light  of  JEHOVAH'S  perfeo- 
tions,  I  see  myself  too  filthy  to  live,  too  sinful  to  die.  I  see, 
and  confess  myself  to  be  such  that  even  some  of  you  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  I  exaggerate.  But  God  knows 
that  I  do  not.  Such  is  the  overwhelming  sense  I  have  of  my 
corruption  and  depravity,  that  ofttimes  I  tremble  in  every  step  1 
take  into  this  pulpit,  and  wonder  how  it  is  that  persons  with 
any  sense  of  respectability  and  propriety  can  come  and  listen  to 
so  vile  a  worm  as  I  feel  myself  to  oe.  But,  what  a  miracle  of 
sovereign  mercy  to  know  that  sinners  are  privileged  to  listen  to 
the  news  of  God*s  salvation  from  the  lips  of  those  who  feel 
themselves  to  be  but  poor  polluted  worms.  Glory  be  to  our 
covenant  God,  we  are  privileged  to  listen  to  the  unfoldings  of 
(Hhrist's  heart  of  love,  to  the  mysteries  of  redeeming  grace,  to 
the  opening  of  the  heights  of  covenant  favour,  to  the  astounding 
declaration  that  our  covenant  God  in  Christ  passed  by  the  pure, 
holy,  spotless  angels,  and  came  down  to  the  very  holes  of  dung- 
hill worms  to  save  them,  and  take  them  to  Himself,  that  they 
might  inherit  with  Him  the  throne  of  glory,  and  sit  there  with 
the  princes  of  His  people.  The  very  thought  of  this  humbles 
me  to  the  dust,  and  causes  me  to  know  what  that  means,  **  Let 
him  that  thinketh  he  stacdeth  take  heed  lest  he  fall "  (1  Cor.  z. 
12).  This  is  a  time  of  thorough  self-abnegation,  self-renuncia- 
tion, and  self-loathing,  but  also  for  the  manifestation  of  a  dear 
Redeemer's  love,  and  for  the  moving  of  the  bowels  of  Divine 
compassion.  But  was  there  ever  a  time  when  JEHOVAH- 
JESUS'  compassions  moved  not?  Never  since  an  elect  vessel 
of  mercy  inhabited  the  regions  of  sin  and  sorrow.  God  has  His 
own  time  for  the  revelation  of  this  precious  fact  to  the  heart  of 
His  own,  when  He  will  cause  the  favoured  one,  as  my  soul 
knoweth  right  well,  to  praise  and  adore  the  riches  of  His  grace. 
"  Now  when  I  passed  by  thee,  and  looked  upon  thee,  behold, 
thy  time  was  the  time  of  love ;  and  I  spread  My  skirt  over  thee, 
and  covered  thy  nakedness ;  yea,  I  sware  unto  thee,  and  entered 
into  a  covenant  with  thee,  saith  the  Lord  GOD,  and  thoi) 
becamest  Biine."  Then,  after  a  description  of  the  adomings  by 
the  graces  of  His  Spirit,  He  says  at  the  13th  verse :  ''Thus 
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wast  thou  decked  with  gold  and  silver ;  and  thy  raiment  was  of 
fine  linen,  and  silk,  and  broidered  work ;  thou  didst  eat  fine 
flour,  and  honey,  and  oil :  and  thou  wast  exceeding  beautiful, 
and  thou  didst  prosper  into  a  kingdom.  And  thy  renown  went 
forth  among  the  heathen  for  thy  beauty :  for  it  was  perfect 
through  My  comeliness,  which  I  had  put  upon  thee,  saith  the 
Jiord  GOD."  This  appears  to  be  too  good  to  be  true  to  any 
mind  but  that  brougnt  by  covenant  favour  into  the  sweet 
enjoyment  of  the  purpose  and  pleasure  of  God  concerning  it  in 
the  Son  of  His  love. 

"  Bis  heart.^^  Wherever  an  elect  vessel  of  mercy  can  be 
found,  there  the  heart  of  Christ  goes  forth.  His  love  is  such 
that  whatever  be  the  state  of  His  bride,  He  will  make  a  way 
to  her.  The  fashionable  way  of  preaching  is  to  declare  that 
Jesus  Christ  came  into  the  world  to  make  a  way  in  which  sinners 
may  come  to  God;  but  it  is  our  mercy  to  know  that  Christ  is 
the  Father's  way  to  the  hearts  of  His  children.  He  came  down 
before  He  went  up.  **  Now  that  He  ascended,  what  is  it  that  He 
also  descended  first  into  the  lower  parts  of  the  earth  ?  He  that 
descended  is  the  same  also  that  ascended  up  far  above  all 
things,  that  He  might  fill  all  things"  (Eph.  iv.  9,  10).  When 
He  took  upon  Him  to  deliver  His  Church  from  sin,  death,  and 
hell.  He  did  not  abhor  the  lowest  spots  of  her  sin,  shame,  and 
suffering.  Through  difficulties  and  obstacles  apparently  insur- 
mountable He  made  a  way,  in  which  His  Father  comes  with 
Him  by  the  power  of  His  blessed  Spirit  to  the  very  hells  of  filth 
and  corruption,  to  the  dens  of  depravity  and  damnation,  to  the 
haunts  of  violence  and  viUany,  to  the  steeps  of  vice  and  cor- 
ruption, to  deliver  His  own  elect  therefrom.  Like  a  pure  bright 
sunbeam  in  a  dark  and  filthy  hovel,  He  made  a  way  to  com- 
municate His  purity  to  those  in  eternal  union  with  Himself. 
His  love,  compassion,  and  pity,  are  such  that  wherever  His 
bride  went  there  He  Himself  must  go.  In  bonds  of  everlasting 
love  He  is  wedded  to  her,  and  knows  no  divorce  court  in  which 
He  will  ever  be  found  seeking  a  separation  from  her.  It 
matters  not  how  treacherously  she  may  depart  from  Him, 
He  will  not  put  her  away.  See  Jer.  iii.  12 — 14.  It  matters 
not  how  wanton,  adulterous,  lewd,  or  filthy  she  may  become, 
His  love  to  her  cannot  be  afiected  thereby.  There  is  no  change 
in  our  Emmanuel's  love,  no  alteration  in  our  heavenly  Bride- 
groom's affection,  no  mutation  in  that  compassion  which  ever 
dwells  in  Him  toward  the  objects  of  His  Father  s  choice,  and 
His  own  unceasing  concern. 

"  His  heartP  Look  through  the  Scriptures  of  truth  and 
contemplate  the  affections  of  a  Three-in-One  JEHOVAH,  either 
in  the  person  of  the  Father  toward  His  children,  in  the  person 
of  the  Bridegi'oom  toward  His  bride,  or  in  the  person  of  the 
Comforter  to  His  companions ;  they  are  ever  the  same.  Are  the 
children   wayward  and   bent  upon  wandering  from  a  loving 
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Father  ?  This  will  produce  no  change  whatever  in  His  love  to 
them,  while  the  manifestation  of  that  love  will  be  marvellously 
intensified.  Does  a  child  of  His  wander?  Will  He  leave  it  in 
sin  and  folly  to  roam  to  the  abode  of  eternal  despair? 
No  I  He  pursues  it  with  looks  of  fondest  a£fection,  words  of 
soverei^  power,  and  expressions  of  the  deepest  compas- 
sion. Ton  see  this  throughout  the  whole  of  that  glorious 
allegory,  the  book  of  the  prophet  Hosea.  Look  at  chap, 
vi.,  where  He  is  speaking  to  His  Ephraim,  who  sees  ms 
rottenness,  is  oppressed  in  judgment,  and  sick,  and  wounded. 
**  0  Ephraim,  what  shall  I  do  unto  thee  ?  0  Judah,  what  shall  I 
do  unto  thee  t  for  your  goodness  is  as  a  morning  cloud,  and  as 
the  early  dew  it  goeth  away."  Notice  those  two  words,  **  your 
goodness'''  Had  Ephraim  any  goodness?  Not  naturally.  Mark 
well  the  marginal  rendering,  **  your  mercy,  or  kindness.'*  This 
he  experienced  by  Divine  communication  and  spiritual  experi- 
ence ;  but  goodness,  mercy,  and  kindness,  spiritually  communi- 
cated and  experienced,  are  ofttimes  like  the  morning  cloud  and 
early  dew — soon  gone.  That  is  just  like  me ;  one  moment  I  am 
blessed  with  the  sweet  realisation  of  yearnings  of  the  bowels  of 
my  God  over  me,  and  the  next  I  am  wandering  after  natural 
thin^  and  calling  into  question  the  reality  of  the  love  He  has 
mamfested,  and  the  life  He  has  communicated.  Read  chap, 
vii.  8,  11 :  **  Ephraim,  he  hath  mixed  himself  among  the  people ; 
Ephraim  is  a  cake  not  turned.  Ephraim  is  also  like  a  silly  dove 
without  heart."  Again  in  chap.  viii.  9,  Ac. :  "  Ephraim  hath 
hired  lovers.  Because  Ephraim  hath  made  many  altars  to  sin, 
altars  shall  be  unto  him  to  sin."  Come  now  to  chap.  xi.  8,  9  : 
"  How  shall  I  give  thee  up,  Ephraim  ?  how  shall  I  deliver  thee, 
Israel  ?  how  shall  1  make  thee  as  Admah  t  how  shall  I  set  thee 
as  Zeboim  ?  Mine  heart  is  turned  within  Me,  My  repen tings 
are  kindled  together.  I  will  not  execute  the  fierceness  of  Mine 
anger,  I  will  not  return  to  destroy  Ephraim  ;  for  I  am  God  and 
not  man."  In  the  face  of  all  Ephraim^s  wandering,  rebellion, 
and  departure  from  God  he  cannot  be  given  up.  Have  we  any 
fathers  here  this  morning?  Some  of  you  have  watched  over 
those  who  are  near  and  dear  to  you  as  life  itself,  though  the 
youngsters  do  not  always  think  so.  You  have  sighed  and  cried 
to  the  God  of  heaven  for  them,  and  the  silent  watches  of  the 
night  have  borne  witness  to  the  yearnings  of  your  bowels  of 
affection  for  them,  and  your  anxiety,  care,  and  concern.  Yet 
all  this  has  been  requited  with  waywardness,  disobedience,  and 
insolence.  Where  is  your  wayward  one  ?  He  may  be  not  very 
far  from  you.  He  may  be  at  the  Antipodes.  Can  you  discard 
him?  or,  to  coin  a  phrase,  Can  you  unchild  him?  You  know 
you  cannot  Sometimes  in  the  sternness  of  the  parental  spirit 
you  have  acted  in  righteousness  without  regard  to  the  feehngs 
of  your  child,  but  the  next  moment  you  have  been  just  as  soft 
and  tender  as  God  alone  can  make  you.    At  such  a  time  you 
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would  cany  the  wanderer  to  your  home  and  to  your  heart ; 
but  a  mysterious  providence  seems  to  thwart  your  design  of 
love.  Yet,  as  assuredly  as  you  belong  to  Him,  who,  like  as  a 
father  pitieth  his  children,  pitieth  them  that  fear  Him,  and  He 
has  made  you  to  experience  the  yearnings  of  His  bowels  of 
comparison,  He  will  cause  all  your  cares  and  anxieties  to  work 
together  for  your  good,  and  for  His  glory.  The  day  may  come 
round  when  the  child  of  your  heart  may  come  again  from  the 
land  of  the  enemy  to  possess  his  own  border  of  spiritual  peace 
and  contentment  prepared  for  him  by  a  covenant  Qod  in  Christ. 
I  speak  thus  to  give  a  faint  illustration  of  the  unfailing  com- 
passions of  our  gracious  God  in  Christ  toward  His  own.  I 
scarcely  ever  read  Hosea  xi.  without- feelings  of  the  deepest 
emotion  in  the  presence  of  Him  who  has  borne  so  long  with  my 
manners  in  this  wilderness  world.  But  look  at  that  gracious 
resolve  of  the  wayward  and  wandering  Ephraim,  recorded  in 
the  last  chapter  and  eighth  verse :  "  What  have  I  to  do  any 
more  with  idols  t  "  JEHOVAH  says,  **  I  have  heard  him,  and 
observed  him."  Ephraim  says,  '*  I  am  like  a  green  fir  tree." 
Plenty  of  foliage,  but  no  fruit.  All  his  wisdom  turned  into  folly ; 
all  his  strength  reduced  to  helplessness.  Listen  to  the  gi-acions 
declaration  of  his  Qod:  **From  Me  is  thy  fruit  found."  Did 
you  not  notice  that  precious  portion  I  read  for  you  this  morning — 
a  portion  which  I  cannot  read  too  often?  I  allude  to  Jer.  xxxi. 
20,  which  I  read  not  as  a  question,  but  as  a  Divine  affirmation  : 
"  Ephraim  is  My  dear  son ;  he  is  a  pleasant  child,  for  since  I 
spake  against  him,  I  do  earnestly  remember  him  still:  there/ore 
My  bowels  are  troubled  for  him ;  I  will  surely  have  mercy  upon 
him,  saith  the  LORD." 

^*  His  heart.**    Whose  heart  ?     The  heart  of  Him  of  whom  we 
can  sing, 

"  Past  suffering  now,  the  tender  heart 
Of  Jesns  on  His  Father's  throne. 
In  all  our  sorrows  bears  a  part, 

And  feels  them  as  He  felt  His  own.*' 

High  in  the  heights  of  glory,  before  His  Father's  throne,  He 
ever  stands  on  the  behalf  of  His  bride,  His  spouse.  His  wife,  His 
eternally  loved  one.  To  the  Father  His  desires  for  her  are  com- 
municated, while  to  her  He  communicates  them  by  the  power 
of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Look  at  the  various  cases  which  occurred 
during  the  lifetime  of  our  Lord  and  Master  upon  earth  in  which 
He  was  moved  with  compassion  and  manifested  His  love  toward 
the  objects  of  sin,  guilt,  infirmity,  and  shame.  Wherever  He 
appears.  His  compassions  change  not.  As  He  looked  upon  those 
in  necessity  and  distress,  we  are  told  again  and  again,  He  had 
compassion  upon  them.  See  Matt.  ix.  36  :  **  But  when  He  saw 
the  multitudes,  He  was  moved  with  compassion  on  them,  because 
they  faintedy  and  were  scattered  abroad,  as  sheep  having  no 
shepherd."    You  remember  the  young  man  who  came  to  Sim, 
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running,  kneeKng,  asking,  but  asking  in  a  legal  spirit,  **  Good 
Master,  what  shall  I  do  that  I  may  inherit  eternal  life  T  "  Did 
the  Master  denounce  him  for  his  legality  t  Did  He  chase  him 
away  because  of  his  free-will  propensities  T  No.  Look  at  this 
precious  declaration  :  **  Then  Jettu  beholding  him,  loved  him  " 
(Mark  x.  21).  Some  would  have  us  believe  that  Christ's  love 
to  this  young  man  was  merely  that  of  human  sympathy.  I  do 
not  believe  in  any  such  thing.  Away  with  such  a  false  notion 
as  mutable  love  in  the  person  of  my  Saviour.  **He  loved 
him,**  and,  you  may  depend  upon  it,  He  loved  the  spirit  of 
legality  out  of  Him  by  tne  revelation  of  His  sovereign  grace, 
unchanging  affection,  and  everlasting  love.  Mark  well  the 
loving  way  in  which  He  ever  dealt  with  His  disciples  in  all 
their  ignorances  and  infirmities.  The  more  He  taught  them, 
the  more  they  displayed  their  want  of  teaching.  Read  that 
precious  chapter,  tne  fourteenth  of  John,  where  you  will  see 
Him  cheering  and  comforting  His  disciples,  to  whom  He  had 
given  one  heart  and  one  way.    As  Thomas,  Philip,  and  Judas 

3»eak,  they  manifest  for^etfulness,  ignorance,  and  negligence, 
ow  does  He  deal  with  them  for  all  this  t  Just  the  same,  with 
gentleness,  tenderness,  and  compassion,  He  meets  every  diffi- 
culty and  answers  every  doubt.  Did  He  at  any  time  give  a 
command  to  a  disciple  ?  As  surely  as  He  did,  that  disciple  would 
disobey  at  one  time  or  other.  But  there  are  those  who  can 
boast  and  brag  of  their  obedience  to  Divine  commands,  but, 
depend  upon  it,  such  accursed  boasting  belongs  to  the  flesh. 
I  say  again,  whenever  He  ^ves  an  absolute  command  to  any  of 
His  creatures,  it  is  to  manifest  the  creature's  helplessness,  and 
display  His  own  power.  Shall  I  give  yon  an  illustration  of  this  t 
Come  with  me  and  in  spirit  visit  the  lonely  groves  of  dark 
Gethsemane.  He  said  unto  the  disciples,  "  Sit  ye  here,  while  I 
go  and  prav  yonder."  He  took  His  favoured  three,  and  in 
sorrow  and  heaviness  said  unto  them,  **  My  soul  is  exceeding 
sorrowful,  even  unto  death ;  tarry  ye  here,  and  watch  with  Me. 
And  He  went  a  little  farther,  and  fell  on  His  face,  and  prayed, 
saying,  0  My  Father,  if  it  be  possible,  let  this  cup  pass  from  Me : 
nevertheless,  not  as  I  will,  but  as  Thou  wilt.  And  He  cometh 
unto  the  disciples,  and  findeth  them  " — watching  and  praying  T 
No,  but — •*  asleep,  and  saith  unto  Peter,  What,  could  ye  not 
watch  with  Me  one  hour  t  Watch  and  pray,  that  ye  enter  not 
into  temptation :  the  Spirit  indeed  is  willing,  but  the  flesh  is 
weak.  He  went  away  again  the  second  time,  and  prayed, 
saying,  0  My  Father,  if  this  cup  may  not  pass  from  Me,  except 
I  drink  it.  Thy  will  be  done.  And  He  came  and  found  them 
asleep  again :  for  their  eyes  were  heavy.  And  He  left  them, 
and  went  away  again,  and  prayed  the  third  time,  sajring  the 
same  words.  Then  cometh  He  to  His  disciples,  and  saith  unto 
them,  Sleep  on  now,  and  take  your  rest."  Do  you  think,  if  our 
precious  Christ  had  been  the  whipper  and  epMg^tor^  ^-^® 
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hath  not  seen.     The  natUVal  ear  hath  not  heard. 
heart  hath  never  received  "the  things  which  God 
for  them  that  love  God." 

THE  EYE  18  first  presented  to  us  in  this  stat^ 
When  we  consider  this  in  connection  with  the 
ten  to,  and  the  place  where  they  dwelt,  we    , 
the  apostle  quoting  this  portion  of  Divine  pro_ 
of   human  inability  to  underatand  Divine  ti-ut 
thians    were   an    artistic,   accomplished,    and 
well-instructed  in  the  arts  and  sciences.     Archi 
met   the   eye   on  every  hand.     Grandeur  and 
even   now  amid  the  ruins  of  the  place.      If  i 
cultivated  and  fastidious,  we  may  well  imagine 
of  the  heart  would  be  without  the  constraining  "'^ 
power  of  God  the  ever-blessed  Spirit  I     But  tht   "- 
chapter   before  us  points  out  the    creature-hi,  ^     ^ 
exalting,    and  Spirit-honouring  truth,  that   th  'r- 
God's  mind  and  will  to  His  people  in  Christ  Ja/^  . 
by  Himself,  and  that  to  His  own  nature  (2  Pete  '^  ^ 
heart  of  his   own   bestowing  (Ezek.  xxxvi.    ^  *  ^ 
standing  given  (1  John  v.  20),  which  He  impla^  j.  ^ 
of  elect  vessels  of  mercy.     We  see  this  in  the     ^  ^ 
apostle  in  the  6th  verse:  "Howbeit  we  speal*>    *  • 
them  that  are  perfect :  yet  not  the  wisdom  of  i^  ^  »  ^ 
the  princes  of  this  world,  that  come  to  noueh  ^ 
the  wisduiu  of  God  in  a  iiiystery,   even   tht" 
which  God  ordained   before  the  world  unto   > 
none  of  the  pnuces  of  this  world  knew  :  for  ' 
they  would  not  have  ciucified  the  Lord 
no  Kpuitual  appetite,  taste,  or  desire  ft 
ill  Clirist  Jesus.     There  was  no  bcai^* 
that  they  should  desire  Him,  iumI 
they  should  be  drawn  by  it, 
more,  the  artistic  prodiictini 
with  these  their  mintts  n  * 
was  centred  in  earthly 
which  is  in  strict  ace 
devilish  things.    Let 
and  voluptiiotiB  as  f* 
the  appeltatiou.  J 
lowest  epeeimeu 
some  little  ide 
so  elegant, 
and  tntell 
T!ie 
hath 
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represented  to  be  by  free-willers,  He  woxAd  have  manifested 
such  compassion  and  sympathy  to  His  weak,  weary,  and  dis- 
obedient disciples  t  No.  He  told  them  to  watch.  They  fell 
asleep.  He  sympathised  with  them,  and  said,  "  Sleep  on  now." 
Have  we  any  sleepy  ones  here  this  morning  t  I  do  not  allude 
to  physical  sleep,  for  I  know  there  is  spiritual  napping  when 
the  eyes  are  wide  open.  It  is  your  mercy  and  mine  to  know  by 
the  teaching  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  the  declarations  of  God's 
written  Word  that,  sleeping  or  waking.  His  love  is  ever  the 
same. 

"  Bis  hearV^  We  who  are  spiritually  taught  cannot  fail  to 
notice  the  compassion  and  love  of  the  Spirit  of  Christ.  There 
are  some  portions  of  God's  blessed  Word  in  connection  with 
which  we  are  met  with  the  taunt :  "  You  Calvinists  are  afraid 
to  tackle  them."  To  the  taunt  I  give  the  lie  direct,  for  I  feel 
that  I  am  not  afraid  of  any  Scripture.  I  am  ever  willing  to 
acknowledge  my  ignorance  of  any  portion  upon  which  the  Lord 
has  not  graciously  thrown  His  light  for  my  heart's  experience. 
It  was  this  spiritual  honesty  that  endeared  to  my  heart  poor 
West  of  Winchelsea.  I  remember  on  one  occasion  he  wrote  to 
me  concerning  John  v.  27 :  *'  And  hath  given  Him  authority  to 
execute  judgment  also,  because  He  is  the  Son  of  Man,"  when 
he  acknowledged  his  lack  of  light,  saying,  "  I  have  no  light 
upon  that  text.  I  am  as  blind  as  a  bat."  Here  is  one  of  the 
portions :  *^  And  grieve  not  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God,  whereby  ye 
are  sealed  unto  the  day  of  redemption  "  (Eph.  iv.  30).  Tell 
me,  I  do  not  like  that  t  It  is  my  joy  to  know  that  I  am  sealed 
to  the  full  redemption  day,  that  I  am  set  as  a  seal  upon  the  arm 
and  heart  of  Zion's  Beloved.  This  is  a  sealing  that  neither  sin, 
Satan,  suffering,  nor  all  the  combined  forces  of  earth  and  hell 
can  break.  The  seal  is  closer  than  the  wax  is  to  the  paper ;  it 
is  as  close  as  the  impression  to  the  wax.  K  I  am  sealed  to 
the  day  of  redemption,  the  covenant  command  will  come  home 
to  me  by  covenant  power:  "Grieve  not  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God." 
How  can  I  grieve  Him  T  By  being  drawn  aside  as  a  vendor  of 
linsey-woolsey,  fleshly  free-will ;  by  claiming  any  of  the  honour 
of  my  salvation  which  belongs  only  to  the  Christ  whom  He 
delights  to  glorify ;  bv  thinking  even  for  a  moment  that  I  am  a 
co-^erator  in  the  slightest  degree  in  the  work  of  Jesus  for  me 
or  His  own  eracious  work  in  me.  I  shall  brieve  Him  if  I  am 
found  speaking  against  the  person,  standing,  privile^,  or 
character  of  any  dear  child  of  God  whom  He  loves  with  an 
everlasting  love,  who  is  the  purchase  of  a  dear  Redeemer's 
blood,  and  the  frait  of  His  bitter  and  unparalleled  sufferings. 
As  He  melts  my  heart  with  love  Divine,  I  fear  to  grieve  Him. 
I  loathe  myself  at  the  very  thought.  I  long  for  His  witnessing 
to  my  spirit  that  I  am  bom  of  God,  and  for  His  revelation  of 
the  Father's  unsearchable  and  ineffable  affection  to  the  Son,  of 
the  Son's  devotion  to  the  Father,  and  of  the  delight  He  has  in  * 
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the  will  of  the  Father,  the  work  of  the  Son,  and  the  welfare  of 
the  Church.  The  love  of  the  Divine  Three  is  revealed  in  the 
desire  and  determination  to  save,  which  is  communicated  to  the 
heart  by  the  power  of  Christ's  Spirit  in  His  own  good  time, 
causine  the  heart  in  blessed  oneness  of  spirit  to  confess  with 
good  dd  John  Kent : — 

"  Preserved  in  Jesus  when 

My  feet  made  haste  to  hell ; 
And  there  should  I  have  gone, 
But  Thou  dost  all  things  well ; 
Thy  love  was  great,  Thy  mercy  free, 
Which  ^m  the  pit  delivered  me." 

Here  1  see  the  bowels,  the  heart,  the  love  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  to  His  own  and  to  me. 

''Bright  ivory.''*  Ivory  naturally  is  not  bright,  but  is 
susceptible  of  a  very  fine  polish.  To  our  natural  understandings 
there  is  nothing  bright  or  beautiful  in  the  person,  love,  or 
affection  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Aud  even  after  regeneration 
our  carnal  minds  will  question  His  right  to  love  whom  He  will — 
that  is,  some  of  Adam's  race  and  not  all.  Carnal  reason  will  object 
to  distinguishing  love  which  takes  the  elect  and  carries  them  to 
glory,  and  leaves  the  reprobate  to  wander  to  the  depths  of 
eternal  despair.  There  are  terrible  reckonings  at  times  in  the 
mind  of  the  true-born  child  of  God  in  respect  to  His  eternal 
and  irrevocable  choice  of  His  people.  One  child  in  my  family 
is  brought  unasked  to  bow  beneath  the  sceptre  of  sovereign 
love,  while  another  for  whom  I  have  prayed  and  groaned  is  left 
without  the  restraints  of  JEHOVAH'S  grace.  Why  should 
this  bet  my  rebelb'ous  nature  asks.  The  ivorv  appears  not 
bright ;  but  when  I  am  brought  to  see  God's  Christ  in  God's 
light,  and  to  know  and  feel  that  He  has  loved  me  in  spite  of 
myself,  the  ivory  is  bright  indeed.      This  metaphor  denotes 

f>reciousnes8,  purity,  and  perfection.  It  speaks  of  the  love  of 
Christ  as  fair,  firm,  and  faithful.  That  love  is  so  precious  that  a 
price  cannot  be  put  upon  it.  It  is  far  above  all  rubies  and 
riches.  The  love  of  Christ  is  so  pure  as  not  to  be  influenced  by 
the  goodness  or  badness  of  the  creature.  It  knows  nothing  of 
envy.  As  it  is  shed  abroad  in  the  heart  it  begets  love  to  Him 
in  return,  and  love  to  His  brethren  in  whom  His  image  and 
Spirit  are  discovered.  The  love  of  Christ  is  perfect.  It  is  not 
lite  ours,  for  we  are — 

*'  Sometimes  sweet  and  sometimes  soar, 
Brisk  and  dnll  in  half  an  honr." 

Half  an  hour?  With  me  it  is  more  like  half  a  minute.  The 
love  of  our  Jesus  is  not  fickle  and  fanciful,  but  firm  and  faithful. 
It  is  that  perfect  love  of  which  John  writes  in  his  1st  epistle, 
iv.  17,  18 :  "  Herein  is  love  with  us  made  perfect."  This  is  the 
love  of  the  covenant  Three.  That  we  may  have  boldness  in 
the  day  of  judgment :  because  as  He  is,  so  are  we  in  this  world. 
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There  is  no  fear  in  love ;  but  perfect  love  casteth  out  fear.*' 
Many  of  God's  loved  ones  look  at  this,  and  are  troubled  because 
their  love  is  not  perfect ;  but  their  trouble  is  removed  when 
they  are  brought  to  experience  the  perfection  of  love  as  shed 
abroad  in  their  heart  by  the  Holy  Ghost.  Then  they  apprehend 
something  of  the  breadth,  and  length,  and  depth,  and  height  of 
the  love  of  Christ  which  passeth  knowledge  (Eph.  iii.  18,  19). 
Then  sins  are  cast  to  the  winds,  Satan  is  cast  down,  feat  is  cast 
out,  and  the  eternally-loved  one  sits  at  the  feet  of  incarnate 
Love,  and  nestles  in  the  bosom  of  unchanging  affection. 

"  Bright  ivory  overlaid  with  sapphires.**  What  is  a  sapphire  ? 
It  is  a  transparent  jewel,  brilliant  and  beautiful,  of  a  pure  sky 
blue  colour.  Read  Exodus  xxiv.,  where  you  will  see  Moses, 
Aaron,  Nadab,  and  Abihu,  and  seventy  of  the  elders  of  Israel, 
standing  before  the  Lord  in  the  holy  mount  without  fear  or 
amazement.  How  was  this  ?  The  secret  lay  in  "  the  altar  under 
the  hilV^  (verse  4)  and  *^ the' blood  of  the  covenant*'  (verse  8). 
These  seventy-four  were  sinners  indeed,  yet  here  they  stood 
free  from  all  sin.  ^*  And  they  saw  the  God  of  Israel :  and  there 
was  under  His  feet  as  it  were  a  paved  work  of  a  sapphire  stone, 
and  as  it  were  the  body  of  heaven  in  its  clearness."  This 
denotes  the  heavenly  and  spiritual  glory  conferred  upon  His 
Church  by  Christ  Jesus.  In  His  purity  and  perfection  she  ever 
stands.  As  the  sapphire  and  precious  stones  were  seen  fitly 
set  and  firmly  fixed  in  the  breastplate  of  Aaron  the  high  priest, 
so  all  the  jewels  of  election  love  are  seen  by  the  Father  shining 
in  the  affections  of  their  great  King-Priest.  In  Him  they  are 
feasted  with  everlasting  love  and  irresistible  power.  Turn  to  Isa. 
liv.  11,12.  God  says  to  His  afflicted,  tempest-tossed,  and  comfort- 
less Church,  **/  will  lay  thy  foundations  unth  sapphires*^  Here  we 
see  God's  Christ  going  down  to  the  depths  of  all  His  Church's 
necessities,  and  laying  a  good  foundation  for  her  hope  and  faith 
which  can  never  fail.  In  Ezekiel  i.  26  the  throne  of  God  is 
represented  as  a  sapphire  stone.  In  this  we  see  His  sovereignty 
revealed  in  His  love.  His  belly.  His  bowels.  His  heart,  His  love 
are  precious,  pure,  perfect,  and  His  saints  can  never  be  removed 
from  them.  As  this  is  spiritually  known  and  felt,  and  the 
favoured  sinner  is  brought  by  the  heavenly  Bridegroom  into 
His  chambers  of  love  to  be  glad  and  rejoice  in  Him,  the  heart 
will  bound  with  the  joy  of  JEHOVAH,  while  the  mouth  will 
sing  :— 

"  Oh  !  I  am  my  Beloved's, 

And  my  BeloTed  is  mine  I 
He  brings  a  noor  vile  sinner 

Into  His  'house  of  wine  : * 
I  stand  upon  His  merit, 

I  know  no  other  stand, 
Not  e'en  where  glory  dwelleth 

In  Emmanuel  8  land." 

May  He  add  His  blessing  for  His  name's  sake.    Amen. 
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THOMAS    BRADBURY. 


"  His  legs  arc  as  pillars  of  marble  aet  upon  sockets  of  fine  gold.'* — Song  of 
Solomon  r.  15. 

T TNDERNEATH  the  metaphors  and  figures  of  God's  most 
vJ  Holy  Word  treasures  of  spiritual  knowledge  and  instruc- 
tion are  discovered  by  the  Spirit-taught  family,  but  are  hidden 
from  the  view  of  the  worldHng  and  the  self-sufficient  pietist. 
They  are  found  in  seasons  of  necessity,  want,  suffering,  and 
sorrow,  ordained  in  covenant  purpose  and  brought  about  by 
covenant  power  (Acts  i.  7),  when  the  bounties,  blessings,  and 
benefits  brought  to  light,  will  be  received  with  eagerness  and 
thankfulness,  and  appreciated  by  adoring  and  grateful  hearts. 
It  is  of  God's  rich  mercy  that  we  know  and  prize  those  precious 
lines  by  Dr.  Watts, — 

"  Blessings  abound  where'er  He  reigns, 
The  pris*ner  leaps  to  loose  His  chains, 
The  weary  find  eternal  rest, 
And  all  the  sons  of  want  are  blest." 

These  are  the  sons  of  God  who  experience  spiritual  want  as 
created  by  the  indwelling  of  the  Spirit  of  Christ.  It  is  the 
delight  of  the  blessed  Spirit  to  take  of  the  things  of  Christ,  and 
of  the  fulness  of  covenant  provision,  which  He  hidden  in  secret 
and  sacred  spots  of  Divine  inspiration,  and  show  them  to  the 
Father's  eternally-loved  children,  the  Bridegroom's  favoured 
bride,  and  His  own  living  subjects.  Here  I  would  ask  the 
question.  Why  are  we  here  this  morning  t  or.  Why  do  I  stand  in 
this  spot  to  open  my  lips  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
and  by  the  grace  and  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  to  speak  well  of 
His  name  and  exalt  Him  very  hich  ?  I  am  one  of  those  who 
cannot  do  anything  else,  because  He  has  borne  with  mv  manners 
in  the  wilderness  these  many  years,  has  patiently  dealt  with  me 
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in  the  face  of  the  enmity  I  bore  to  Him,  and  the  incorrigibility 
of  my  carnal  mind  since  first  He  revealed  Himself  to  me.  I 
have  forgotten  Him  again  and  again,  yet  He  is  ever  mindful  of 
me,  forgives  all  mine  iniquities,  and  crowns  me  with  loving- 
kindness  and  tender  mercy.  He  causes  His  temporal  mercies 
to  surround  me,  spreads  a  table  before  me  every  morning,  pro- 
vides for  me  at  every  stej)  of  my  wilderness  journey,  gives  me 
sweet  and  blessed  intimations  of  His  care  and  concern  over  me, 
has  carried  me  in  His  arms  of  love  to  this  spot,  and  has  anointed 
my  lips  to  sound  forth  the  glory  of  His  grace  in  the  salvation, 

f  reservation,  and  glorification  of  His  covenant  people.  How  can 
do  aught  else  but  speak  well  of  the  name  of  so  kind  and  so 
loving  a  God?  But  why  are  we  here  this  morning T  Not 
simply  to  have  our  natural  ears  pleased  with  the  songs  of  praise 
ascending  from  our  lips,  nor  to  listen  to  the  concentration  of 
portions  of  Scripture  to  a  text,  nor  to  be  entertained  with 
the  declarations  of  a  poor  mortal ;  but  to  hear  the  voice  oi  Him 
who  speaks  from  heaven,  whose  words  are  life  and  love,  and 
which,  when  communicated,  inspire  the  hearts  of  those  who  are 
eternally  cared  for  by  Him  with  sweet  light  and  liberty.  We 
are  here  this  morning  seeking  to  know  something  more  of  the 
beauties,  bounties,  and  blessings  abounding  in  Zion's  King  and 
Lord,  and  to  learn  and  experience  more  of  His  patient  grace, 
and  of  His  marvellous  compassion  to  us  in  all  our  weaknesses  and 
infirmities.  His  pity  to  us  in  our  necessities.  His  forbearance  with 
us  in  all  our  waywardness  and  ingratitude,  with  the  suitability 
of  all  His  purposes,  and  His  faithlulness  to  all  the  promises  He 
made  to  the  Father  on  our  behalf  before  the  worlds  were  framed. 
We  are  here  hoping  to  experience  the  earnest  of  our  inheritance 
which  was  brought  home  to  our  hearts  in  the  day  of  His  resur- 
rection-power. We  are  here  with  desires,  not  simply  to  be 
saved,  but  that  He  will  do  with  us  according  to  His  sovereign 
pui*pose,  and  lead  us  in  those  pleasant  and  painful,  yet  profitable 
paths  which  He  from  all  eternity  prepared  for  us  to  walk  in, 
and  in  which  He  will  be  abundantly  glorified.  Thus  privileged, 
we  will  seek  a  little  instruction  and  comfort  from  this  precious 
metaphor.    May  God  the  ever-blessed  Spirit  favour  us  with  His 

frace  and  guidance,  and  enable  me  to  set  before  you  that  which 
solemnly  believe  to  be  His  mind  concerning  them. 
"  His  legs  are  as  pillars  of  marble  set  upon  sockets  of  fine 
gold." 

We  have  been  privileged  to  meditate  upon  many  of 
the  personal  beauties  and  graces  of  our  adorable  King  and 
Lord. 

**  Uis  head  "  denotes  His  sovereign  sway, 

**  His  locksy'  Hie  purposes  display; 

"  His  ryes  "  reveal  His  faithful  care, 

"  His  cheeJcs  "  preserve  from  dark  despair; 

*'  Uii  lipa  "  drop  words  of  truth  and  Rrace, 

'*  His  hands  "  preserve  His  chosen  race ; 
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"  His  heart  **  overflows  with  fondest  love, 
"  His  legSf'*  His  firmness  fully  prove. 

^^Ht8  legs'^  What  is  the  truth  couched  beneath  this  striking 
metaphor  ?  Much  speculation  has  been  rife  since  these  words 
were  written,  sis  to  their  hidden  and  spiritual  meaning^.  Jewish 
learning  and  lore  would  lead  our  minds  away  from  Jesus 
altogether.  Rabbinical  rubbish  would  drag  our  thoughts  into  a 
labyrinth,  out  of  which  the  sovereign  power  of  God  the  Holy 
Ghost  alone  could  extricate  us.  The  fathers,  so  called,  would 
confuse  us  in  a  mass  of  mysterious  muddle.  I  hate  that 
ecclesiastical  term,  fathers.  Who  were  these  fathers  ?  You 
know  I  have  often  insisted  from  this  place  that  a  father  ought 
to  be  the  object  of  respect  and  veneration  in  the  eyes  and 
estimation  of  his  children.  I  hate  that  spirit,  too  often  seen  in 
youngsters,  which  claims  the  possession  of  all  the  wisdom  in 
existence,  and  imputes  all  the  folly  to  the  old  folk.  I  love  to 
see  the  hoary  head  adorned  with  wisdom  acquired  in  the  school 
of  painful  and  profitable  experience,  and  blessed  with  judg- 
ment, knowledge,  understandmg,  and  wisdom,  so  as  to  be  able 
to  impart  counsel  with  discretion.  But  if  you  wish  to  fill  your 
heads  with  error,  folly,  and  superstition,  you  may  consult  the 
fcUherB  as  defined  by  Romanists  and  Anglicans.  With  them  you 
will  find  the  veriest  nonsense  that  was  ever  palmed  upon  the 
poor  dupes  of  Christendom.  Here  we  have  nothing  to  do  with 
them.  We  can  manage  very  well  without  them.  Our  only 
and  infallible  touchstone  is  God's  written  Word  expounded  by 
the  Spirit  of  His  Christ.  "  To  the  law  and  to  the  testimony :  if 
they  speak  not  according  to  this  Word,  it  is  because  there  is  no 
light  in  them  "  (Isaiah  viii.  20).  All  true,  faithful  preaching  of 
God's  Go^el,  which  is  by  the  Holy  Ghost  sent  down  from 
heaven  (1  Peter  i.  12),  is  sure  to  lead  the  minds  of  God's  children 
higher  than  the  pulpit  and  the  preacher,  away  from  the  so-called 
faUiers  to  JEHOVAH  Himself.  It  was  the  delight  of  the 
apostle  Paul  to  direct  the  mind  of  those  to  whom  he  was  writing 
away  from  himself,  and  from  those  who  were  apostles  before 
him  (Gal  i.  17),  to  his  g^eat  and  glorious  Head  in  whom  all  the 
treasures  of  wisdom  and  knowledge  are  hidden  from  His  elect 
and  redeemed  people,  and  it  is  my  constant  desire  to  lead  your 
minds  away  from  myself,  and  from  everything  that  may  emanate 
from  me,  to  the  one  grand  source  of  spiritual  knowledge,  and  to 
His  gracious  Spirit,  tne  only  Communicator  of  heavenly  instruc- 
tion to  those  who  are  learners  indeed.  If  we  look  at  our  text 
in  the  light  of  religious  or  ecclesiastical  commentaries,  we  shall 
find  such  light  to  be  spiritual  darkness,  and  shall  be  led  away 
from  the  legs  of  Christ  altogether.  We  are  asked  not  to  look 
at  Hia  legBy  but  at  the  garment  which  covered  the  thighs  of  the 
Jewish  high  priest.  We  are  told  that  this  garment  was  formed 
of  pure  white  six-fold  threads,  which  provided  a  stiff,  firm 
covering  for  the  legs  of  the  high  priest,  and  was  beautifully 
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edged  or  fringed  with  gold.  But  it  is  not  mine  to  lead  you  to 
any  such  fantastic  conclusions  in  reference  to  the  metaphor  of 
the  text.  I  desire,  in  humble  dependence  upon  Him  who  has 
placed  me  here,  to  direct  your  minds  to  His  mind  upon  the 
subject,  that  we  may  see,  know,  and  feel  as  our  own,  the  special 
features  of  Christ  as  He  is  pleased  and  delighted  to  meet  us  in 
our  necessities,  performing  His  Father's  will,  accomplishing  His 
own  good  pleasure,  and  causing  us  to  bless,  praise,  and  adore 
the  name  of  our  covenant-keeping  God. 

'^Hia  legs.'*  These  denote  firmness  and  strength.  You  will 
see  this  in  Solomon's  description  of  the  human  body  in  Eccles. 
xii.  1 — 7 :  "  Remember  now  thy  Creator  in  the  days  of  thy 
youth,  while  the  evil  days  come  not,  nor  the  vears  draw  nigh, 
when  thou  shalt  say,  I  have  no  pleasure  in  them.  While  the 
sun,  or  the  light,  or  the  moon,  or  the  stars,  be  not  darkened,  nor 
the  clouds  return  after  the  rain.  In  the  day  when  the  keepers 
of  the  house  shall  tremble,  and  the  strong  men  shall  bow  tkemr 
selves.*'  These  strong  men  are  the  legs,  which  bear,  support, 
and  carry  the  whole  body.  Look  at  the  text  in  the  light  of 
this,  and  with  spiritual  intelligence  we  see  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  bearing  and  upholding  all  things  for  His  people.  It  is 
He  who  supports,  sustains,  and  maintains  eveirthing  in  the 
exact  order  and  position  arranged  and  settled  oy  the  Father 
before  all  worlds  for  His  own  glory  and  for  the  good  of  His  own 
Church  and  people.  Here  I  would  ask  you  a  question:  "  Why 
did  God  create  this  earth  of  ours?**  Geologists  will  tell  you 
that  it  was  created  as  a  field  for  the  gratification  of  their  specu- 
lative propensities  and  for  the  display  of  creative  wisdom  and 
power.  But  that  will  not  do  for  us.  I  was  one  day  passing 
through  the  market-place  at  Oldham  with  dear  old  James 
Nuttall,  when  he  quietly  asked  the  question :  "  Why  did  God 
create  this  earth  ?  "  Before  I  could  reply  he  as  quietly  answered 
the  question  thus:  **Only  to  build  a  Church  thereon,  in  which 
He  will  be  everlastingly  worshipped  and  glorified."  Do  you 
not  agree  with  the  old  mant  1  do.  The  only  reason  why 
JEHOVAH  formed  the  earth,  with  all  its  beauties  and  adorn- 
ments, with  all  the  sweet  spots  upon  which  the  natural  eve 
lingers  with  pleasure  and  delight,  with  all  the  riches  of  its 
mineral,  vegetable,  and  animal  kingdoms,  was  for  the  display  of 
His  electing,  redeeming,  regenerating,  and  glorifying  love. 
After  a  glorious  declaration  of  the  sovereignty  of  JEHOVAH, 
Paul,  in  a  rhapsody  of  spiritual  delight,  declares :  "  For  of  Him, 
and  through  Him,  and  to  Him,  are  all  things;  to  whom  be  glorjr 
for  ever.  Amen "  (Rom.  xi.  36).  See  how  unmistakably  this 
is  declared  in  Rev.  iv.  11 :  *'  Thou  art  worthy,  0  Lord,  to  receive 
glory,  and  honour,  and  power :  for  Thou  hast  created  all  thin^ 
and  for  Thy  pleasure  they  are  and  were  created."  Do  notice 
those  two  words,  ^*  are "  and  "  were.*^  Not  only  were,  but  are 
created.    I  have  told  you  several  times  of  the  saying  of  one, 
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that  the  preservation  of  all  things  is  a  continual  creation  in  the 
hands  of  the  great  Creator  and  Preserver  of  all  things.  My 
preservation  is  a  continuous  proof  of  the  almighty  power  of  my 
God.  It  was  the  knowledge  of  this  caused  Nebuchadnezzar  to 
say:  "And  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  are  reputed  as 
nothing:  and  He  doeth  according  to  His  will  in  the  army  of 
heaven,  and  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth ;  and  none  can 
stay  His  hand,  or  say  unto  Him,  What  doest  Thou?"  (Dan. 
iv.  35).  Scripture  after  Scripture  can  be  produced  to  show  that 
the  stren^h  and  omnipotence  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  was 
displayed  m  the  act  of  creation,  and  is  still  seen  in  its  preserva- 
tion. Turn  with  me  to  Heb.  i.  1 — 3:  "God,  who  at  sundry 
times  and  in  divers  manners,  spake  in  time  past  unto  the  fathers 
by  the  prophets,  hath  in  these  last  days  spoken  unto  us  by  His 
Son,  whom  He  hath  appointed  Heir  of  all  things,  by  whom  also 
He  made  the  worlds.  Who  being  the  Brightness  of  His  glory, 
and  the  express  image  of  His  person,  and  upholding  all  things  by 
the  word  of  His  power,  when  He  by  Himself  purged  our  sins,  sat 
down  on  the  nght  hand  of  the  Majesty  on  high."  There  we 
see  the  Christ  of  God,  your  Friend  and  mine,  bearing,  upholding, 
and  sustaining  all  created  things  for  the  sake  of  His  Church. 
The  apostle  dealt  out  the  same  glorious  truth  in  Col.  i.  16,  17 : 
**  For  by  Him  were  all  things  created,  that  are  in  heaven,  and 
that  are  in  earth,  visible  and  invisible,  whether  they  be  thrones, 
or  dominions,  or  principalities,  or  powers :  all  things  were 
created  by  Him,  and  for  Him.  And  He  is  before  all  things,  and 
by  Him  all  things  consist."  It  is  by  Hispower  and  might  that 
all  things  are  held  together.  It  is  by  His  strength  alone  that 
all  solid  things  retain  their  power  of  adhesion  and  crumble  not 
into  dust.  It  is  by  Him  alone  that  the  particles  of  which  this 
pulpit  are  composed  are  held  together.  It  is  by  His  power  that 
those  seats  retain  their  stability  for  your  ease  and  comfort  this 
morning.  It  is  by  His  power  alone  that  bread  assumes  its  con- 
sistency for  our  natural  sustenance  and  nourishment.  Yes,  it  is 
by  His  power  that  our  bodies  retain  their  form,  comeliness, 
and  strength.  If  all  this  be  true  in  nature,  what  must  be  the 
spiritual  mysteries  couched  beneath  them?  Now,  I  am  one  of 
tnose  who  fully  believe  that  God's  children  are  a  truly  spiritual 

Seople.  They  are  blessed  with  spiritual  understandings  and 
iscemment.  I  know  that  the  natural  religionist  can  only  come 
to  natural  conclusions  in  respect  to  the  truths  of  God's  most 
Holy  Word.  For  instance,  the  Ritualist  must  see  natural  or  bap- 
tismal water  in  John  iii.  5 :  "  Except  a  man  be  born  of  water 
and  of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God." 
The  Romanist  sees  nothing  but  the  real  body  and  blood  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  John  vi.  53 :  "  Except  ye  eat  the  flesh  of 
the  Son  of  man,  and  drink  His  blood,  ye  have  no  life  in  you." 
And,  though  the  Saviour  declared,  "  My  kingdom  is  not  of  this 
world ;  if  My  kingdom  were  of  this  world,   then   would  My 
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servants  fight,  that  I  should  not  be  delivered  to  the  Jews :  hut 
now  is  My  kingdom  not  from  hence  "  (John  xviiL  36),  yet  the 
corrupt  Millennarian  is  on  the  look  out  for  an  earthly  and  worldly 
kingdom.  But  spiritual  minds  require  spiritual  provision.  The 
Spirit-taught  child  of  God,  in  searching  the  written  Word,  can 
come  to  none  but  spiritual  conclusions.  The  God  he  worships 
in  a  Spirit  (John  iv.  24).  The  new  nature  he  possesses  is  spiritual 
and  Divine  (2  Pet.  i.  4).  The  words  of  Christ  which  sustain 
and  cheer  him  are  spirit  and  life  (John  vi.  63).  "  It  is  the  Spirit 
that  quickeneth,  the  flesh  profiteth  nothing."  Thus,  in  every 
natmal  place  1  enjoy,  and  in  every  natural  comfort  I  experience, 
I  desire  and  pray  to  know  what  is  the  spiritual  blessing  God 
has  provided  for  me  therein.  When  I  sep  Christ  as  the  Creator, 
Upholder,  and  Sustainer  of  the  old  creation  which  will  exist 
until  the  last  elect  vessel  of  mercy  is  caught  up  to  glory,  I  want 
to  know  what  are  the  new  creation  benefits  abounding  to  me 
thereby.  For,  mark  this :  the  old  creation  must  perish  and  pass 
away ;  but  the  new  creation  will  survive  the  general  conflagra- 
tion. The  new  creature  in  Christ  Jesus  shall  Uve  and  abide 
amidst  everlasting  burnings  (Isa.  xxxiii.  14,  15).  You  can  see 
and  sing  tiiis  in  that  precious  declaration  of  the  Moravian  Count 
Zinzindorf : 

"  Jesud,  Thy  blood  and  righteousnees 

My  beauty  are,  my  glorious  dress ; 

'Midst  flaming  worlds,  in  these  array*d, 

With  joy  shaU  I  lift  up  my  head." 

When  .fearfulness  shall  surprise  the  hypocrites,  the  electa 
redeemed,  and  living  children  of  God  shall  dwell  with  the 
devouring  fire,  and  with  the  everlasting  burnings  which  shall 
prove  to  be  the  unceasing  ruin  of  the  reprobate. 

**  His  legs.**  In  this  we  see  the  strength  and  power  of  Christ 
to  bear  up  the  everlasting  covenant  of  JEHOVAH'S  grace,  and 
everything  contained  therein.  Just  think  of  this  glorious  fact  I 
God's  covenant  of  free  and  indefectible  grace,  with  all  its 
blessings,  bounties,  benefits,  mercies,  privileges,  and  immunities, 
kept  and  preserved  intact.  All  these  are  preserved  bv  Him  and 
cannot  be  affected  by  sin,  Satan,  or  by  all  the  combinations  of 
helL  Look  at  the  glories  of  the  covenant  as  revealed  in  £ph.  i. 
3,  4 :  *'  Blessed  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  who  hath  blessed  us  with  all  spiritual  blessings  in 
heavenly  places  in  Christ:  according  as  He  hath  chosen  us  in 
Him  before  the  foundation  of  the  world,  that  we  should  be  holy 
and  without  blame  before  Him."  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is 
here  seen  as  the  Conservator,  Sustainer,  and  Upholder  of  the 
covenant,  with  all  its  blessings,  and  all  the  persons  interested 
therein.  To  this  covenant  the  Father  is  ever  mindful,  and  to  it 
He  has  ever  respect  in  His  dealings  with  His  children.  By  it 
He  has  bound  Himself  to  a  course  of  unceasing  blessing  to  His 
people.    The  very  thought  of  this  is  su£Scient  to  make  the 
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heart  and  lips  exclaim,  ''  It  is  almoH  too  good  to  bs  true'*  In 
Cbrifit  all  the  blessings  of  grace  are  held  with  undisturbed 
securit^jT  for  the  whole  election  of  g^ce,  and  cannot  be  touched 
by  their  sins,  Satan's  malignity,  or  the  world's  enmity.  The 
upholding  and  preserving  of  these  covenant  blessings  is  wholly 
by  Himself.  He  admits  no  partner  in  this  business.  The  ark  of 
the  covenant,  in  ancient  days,  must  be  borne  by  the  priests,  and 
when  a  new  cart  and  milch  kine  were  provided  by  man  for  its 
conveyance,  God's  displeasure  wsts  manifested,  *^  and  they  clave 
the  wood  of  the  cart,  and  offered  the  kine  a  burnt  offering  unto 
the  LORD  "  (1  Sam.  vi.  7 — 14).  You  see  the  same  in  David's 
days,  though  God  ordained  that  the  priest  should  bear  the  ark, 
vet  busv  men  must  provide  a  new  cart  and  oxen  forita  removal. 
Now  all  this  fleshly  care  and  preparation  ended  in  discomfiture 
and  the  death  of  Uzzah  ^2  Sam.  vi.  3  —10).  God's  ark  of  the 
covenant  must  not  be  carried  upon  a  cart  of  human  manufacture^ 
nor  drawn  by  oxen  of  man's  providing.  Christ,  as  our  only 
Priest,  is  the  Bearer  of  the  ark  of  the  covenant,  ay,  of  the 
covenant  and  all  its  contents.  He  will  carry  and  bear  His  own 
covenant  blessings  to  whom  He  will,  and  as  He  will  If  ecclesi- 
astical confederacies  or  religious  associations  claim  this  as  the 
right  or  privilege  of  mere  mortals,  it  matters  not  who  they  may 
be,  whetner  highly  taught,  deeply  experienced,  or  skilful  m  the 
written  Word,  the  moment  the  eye  turns  from  the  Lord  Jesua 
to  one  of  the  oxen  of  His  own  providing,  that  very  moment, 
Ichabod  is  Israel's  lot,  and  the  glory  of  JEHOVAH  in  its 
spiritual  manifestation  has  departed  from  the  place.  Blessed 
be  God,  His  Christ  is  the  Bearer  and  Upholder  of  all  covenant 
blessings  and  glories  to  His  people. 

"-ffw  fea«."  The  legs  of  a  man  carry  the  whole  body.  Christ, 
in  His  glorious  omnipotence,  bears,  carries,  sustains  all  the 
persons  of  God's  elect,  all  the  members  of  His  mystical  body, 
every  one  of  those  toward  whom  the  Father  has  designs  of  love, 
mercy,  and  compassion.  He  took  them  to  His  loved  embrace 
as  the  Father's  gift,  and  His  heart's  delight  before  the  founda^ 
tion  of  the  world.  This  you  see  in  that  glorious  chapter,  John 
xviL  In  the  sixth  verse  He  says,  **  Thine  they  were,  and  Thou 
gavest  them  Me."  Again  at  the  twenty-fourth  verse  He 
demands,  *'  Father,  I  will  that  they  also,  whom  Thou  hast  given 
Me,  be  with  Me  where  I  am  :  that  they  may  behold  My  glory, 
which  Thou  hast  given  Me :  for  Thou  lovedst  Me  before  the 
foundation  of  the  world."  Mark  that  1  "  Thei/  also  whom  Thou 
hast  given  Me'*  It  is  a  glorious,  soul-humbling,  and  soul-exalting 
fact,  that  from  the  daysof  eternity  a  precious  Christ,  as  the  Head 
and  Representative  of  grace,  held  up  His  Church  and  people  to 
the  full  view  of  His  Father,  without  sin,  fault,  or  flaw.  Through- 
out all  time  He  bears  them  up,  however  vile,  filthy,  or  abomin- 
able they  may  be  in  their  own,  or  the  world's  estimation.  By 
His  gracious  power  they  are  borne  up  and  kept  from  falling 
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into  helL  See  how  blessedly  this  is  set  before  us  in  the  typical 
wanderings  of  Israel  in  the  wilderness,  as  stated  in  Deut.  i.  31 : 
"  And  in  the  wilderness,  where  thou  hast  seen  how  that  the 
LORD  thy  God  bare  thee^  as  a  man  doth  bare  his  aon^  in  all  the 
way  that  ye  went,  until  ye  came  into  this  place."  Are  the 
sheep  of  His  flock  weak  and  weary  T  Upon  His  powerful 
shoulders  He  bears  them  (Luke  xv.  5).  Are  the  lambs  cold  and 
shivering  T  He  will  gather  them  with  His  arm,  and  carry  them 
in  His  bosom  (Isa.  xl.  11). 

**  My  Shepherd's  bosom  bears  each  lamb 
O'er  rock,  and  waste,  and  wild  ; 
The  object  of  that  love  I  am, 
And  carried  like  a  child.** 

Are  old  pilgrims  tired  and  tottering?  He  comforts  them  with 
His  gracious  promise :  ^'  Hearken  unto  Me,  0  house  of  Jacob, 
and  all  the  remnant  of  the  house  of  Israel,  which  are  borne  by  Me 
from  the  belly,  which  are  carried  from  the  womb.  And  even  to 
your  old  age  I  am  He  :  and  even  to  hoar  hairs  will  1  carry  you :  1 
have  madcy  and  I  will  bear ;  even  I  will  carry,  and  will  deliver 
you"  (Isa.  xlvi.  3,  4). 

"  His  legs.^*  Here  we  are  brought  to  consider  the  suretyship 
sufferings  of  our  adorable  Head  and  Husband.  All  the  sins  of 
all  God's  people  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  time  were 
laid  upon  His  sinless  head  and  borne  by  Him  into  the  land 
of  everlasting  forgetfolness.  See  how  the  prophet  Isaiah 
states  this :  ^^  All  we  like  sheep  have  gone  astray ;  we  have 
turned  every  one  to  his  own  way;  ana  the  LORD  hath  laid 
on  Him  the  iniquitv  of  us  all "  (Isa.  liii.  6).  Not  one  of  the 
sins  of  the  whofe  nock  was  wanting  when  the  Shepherd  was 
smitten  upon  the  accursed  tree  of  Calvary.  Isaiah  is  not 
the  only  one  who  states  this  glorious  truth.  See  1  Peter  ii. 
24 :  "  Who  His  own  self  bare  our  sins  in  His  own  body 
to  the  tree,  that  we,  bein^  dead  to  sins,  should  live  unto 
righteousness :  by  whose  stripes  we  are  healed."  None  can  tell 
the  agonies  He  endured  when  the  fearful  weight  of  His  people's 
transgressions  lay  heavily  upon  Him.  The  reprobate  Cain 
declared  that  his  punishment  was  greater  than  he  could  bear 
(Gen.  iv.  13).  The  consequence  of  his  sin  was  too  heavy  for 
him  to  endure,  and  if  this  be  so  in  the  case  of  reprobates,  what 
must  it  be  with  vessels  of  mercy  who  are  brought  into  spiritual 
oneness  with  a  precious  Christ  ?  Those  of  you  who,  by  the 
convincing  power  of  God  the  Holy  Ghost,  see  sin  as  God  sees  it, 
know  it  as  God  knows  it,  and  hate  it  as  God  hates  it,  have  cried 
with  the  Psalmist,  ^*  There  is  no  soundness  in  my  flesh,  because 
of  Thine  anger ;  neither  is  there  any  rest  in  my  bones,  because 
of  my  sin.  For  mine  iniquities  are  gone  over  mine  head,  as  a 
heavy  burden  they  are  too  heavy  for  me  "  (Psa.  xxxviii.  3,  4). 
If  the  burden  of  sin  is  intolerable  for  a  poor  sinful  wretch,  what 
must  it  have  been  to  a  sinless  Redeemer!     You  and  I  have 
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natures  sinful  and  depraved.  His  nature  was  holy  and  un- 
defiled.  Our  nature  courts  sin,  hugs  sin,  delights  in  sin.  His 
nature  shrank  from  sin,  hated  the  thought  of  contact  with  it, 

iret  out  of  pure  love  to  His  Church  He  took  the  accumulated 
oad  of  her  sins  and  transgressions,  and  put  them  all  away  by 
the  sacrifice  of  Himself.  It  is  my  mercy  to  know  that  He 
bore  all  the  sins  I  have  committed,  all  that  I  am  committing, 
and  all  that  I  shall  commit  while  I  am  in  this  body  of  corrup- 
tion and  death.  And,  mark  you,  not  only  mine,  but  all  the  sins 
of  the  whole  elect  of  God  were  borne  by  Him  from  the  moment 
the  circumcising  knife  pierced  His  sacred  and  sensitive  flesh, 
when  He  was  made  under  the  law  for  them,  to  that  dread 
moment  when  He  cried,  to  the  consternation  of  all  hell,  and 
the  delight  of  all  heaven,  **  It  is  finished."  He  there  endured 
all  the  punishment  due  to  His  people's  sins,  and  bore  in  His 
sacred  bosom  the  wrath,  indignation,  and  fury  of  a  sin-hating  God. 
To  Calvary  He  wended  His  weary  way,  bearing  the  curse  and 
cross  of  the  Church.  Look  at  that  terrible  declaration  in  Deut. 
xxi.  23 :  **  He  that  is  hanged  is  the  curse  of  God^^  (See  margin). 
None  but  Christ  ever  knew  the  full  meaning  of  this.  Paul  directs 
our  minds  to  Him  in  Gal.  iii.  13 :  "  Christ  hath  redeemed  us  from 
the  curse  of  the  law,  being  made  a  curse  for  us :  for  it  is  written, 
Cursed  is  everyone  that  hangeth  on  a  tree."  Here  we  see  Him 
bearing,  and  becoming  *^  The  curse  op  God,"  and  descending  to 
a  hell  of  suffering 'so  richly  deserved  by  His  people.  Being 
Himself  an  eternal  and  infinite  Being,  He  imparted  eternal  value 
and  infinite  e£Scacy  to  the  sufferings  He  endured,  so  that  amid 
the  isolation,  desertion,  and  desolation  He  experienced  upon 
Calvary's. cursed. tree  a  rent  was  found  in  the]  dark  cloud  of 

i'udgment.  His  Father's  complacent  smile  met  His  view,  and  as  the 
lignteous  Servant  and  successful  Saviour,  He  breathed  His  spirit 
into  the  hands  of  His  God. 

"  Hia  Uga.^^  High  in  the  heights  of  glory  the  God-Man  stands 
for  sinners  vile  like  you  and  me.  There,  sin  can  never  touch 
Him,  condemnation  cannot  reach  Him,  neither  can  the  sneers  or 
frowns  of  His  enemies  for  one  moment  affect  Him.  He  stands 
interested  in  all  the  concerns  and  cares  of  His  peeple.  In  His 
sympathising  heart  He  bears  the  {griefs  and  carnes  the  sorrows 
of  His  living  members.  As  the  great  High  Priest  over  the  house 
of  God,  He  bears  the  iniquities  of  the'holy  things  of  His  redeemed 
worshippers.  This  is  beautifully  set  forth  in  the  case  of  Aaron 
in  Exod.  xxviii.  38  :  *^  And  it"  (HOLINESS  TO  THE  LORD) 
"  shall  be  upon  Aaron's  forehead,  that  Aaron  may  bear  the 
iniouity  of  the  holy  things,  which  the  children  of  Israel  shall 
hallow  in  all  their  holy  gifts ;  and  it  shall  be  always  upon  His 
forehead,  that  they  may  be  accepted  before  the  LORD."  In  the 
presence  of  the  Father  He  stands  upon  the  ground  of  His 
perfected  redemption ;  in  the  prevalency  of  His  intercession.  He 
spreads  His  wounded  hands,  displays  His  once  thorn-crowned 
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brow,  and  reveals  His  once  pierced  side  for  His  people.  He 
stands  up  to  plead  their  cause  and  to  defend  them  from  those 
who  would  condemn  their  souls  (Psa,  Ixix.  31). 

"  In  every  pang  that  rends  the  heart, 
The  '  Man  of  sorrows '  bears  a  part ; 
He  sympathises  with  our  grief, 
And  brings  the  suffering  saint  relief.'' 

It  is  no  mean  mercy  to  know  He  who  was  once  the  Man  of 
sorrows  upon  earth  is  the  Man  of  sympathy  in  heaven.  Though 
enthroned  in  glory,  He  is  concerned  in  all  the  cares  and  conflicts 
of  tried  and  tempted  ones  here  upon  earth,  and  bears  them  all  in 
the  sympathies  of  His  ever-loving  heart.  Look  at  this  in  the 
light  of  that  precious  new  covenant  command  given  in  Psalm 
Iv.  22  :  *'  Cast  thy  burden  upon  the  LORD,  and  He  shall  sustain 
thee:  He  shall  never  suffer  the  righteous  to  be  moved." 
Consider  it  also  in  the  light  of  those  sweet  words  of  the  apostle, 
**  Casting  all  your  care  upon  Him,  for  He  careth  for  you  "  (1 
Peter  v.  7).  As  the  great  King-Priest,  and  the  gracious 
^mpathizing  Saviour,  He  can  with  grace  and  power  command 
His  people  to  confide  in  Him.  Yonder  He  stands  in  all  the 
glories  of  His  Godhead,  and  all  the  sympathies  of  His  Manhood. 
Having  met  all  the  requirements  of  infinite  justice,  He  now 
meets  with  His  people  in  all  their  sorrows  and  necessities,  bears 
with  them  in  all  tneir  infirmities,  counsels  them  in  all  their 
difficulties,  comforts  them  in  all  their  sorrows,  defends  them 
in  all  their  dangers,  and  with  the  right  hand  of  His  righteous- 
ness upholds  them  in  all  their  weaknesses,  wants,  and  woes. 

^^  His  legsJ**  0  what  glorious  truths  we  find  in  these  two 
precious  words !  Upon  His  faithfulness  and  firmness  He  stands 
and  bears  all  the  glory  of  His  Father's  house.  Poor  human 
.  nature  could  not  do  this.  But  where  His  peoj)le  fail,  there  He 
fully  accomplishes.  Turn  with  me  to  Zech.  vi.  12,  13 :  "  Thus 
speaketh  the  LORD  of  hosts,  saying,  Behold  the  Man  whose 
name  is  the  BRANCH :  and  He  shall  grow  up  out  of  His 
place,  and  He  shall  build  the  temple  of  the  LOkD  ;  even  He 
shall  build  the  temple  of  the  LORD ;  and  He  shall  bear  the  glory^ 
and  shall  sit  and  rule  upon  His  throne :  and  He  shall  be  a  priest 
upon  His  throne ;  and  the  counsel  of  peace  shall  be  between 
them  both."  The  glory  of  JEHOVAH  as  revealed  in  His  plan 
of  grace  is  too  much  for  finite  creatures  to  bear  alone.  He  is 
the  Bearer  of  the  gloi-v  of  God's  covenant,  God's  creation,  and 
of  God's  salvation.  Tne  glory  of  God's  communications  is  such 
that  no  created  being  coula  bear  it  without  the  sustaining  power 
of  His  own  right  hand.  But  blessed  with  the  experience  of  His 
love  and  power,  they  rejoice  in  the  sweet  assurance  that  He 
who  bore  their  persons  upon  His  breast  in  the  covenant  of  erace 
from  all  eternity — He  who  bore  their  sins  from  Bethlenem's 
manger  to  Calvary's  cross — He  who  bore  the  wrath  of  a  sin- 
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hating  God  on  their  behalf — He  who  bears  with  their  manners  in 
the  wilderness — He  who  bears  with  them  in  all  their  anxieties, 
perplexities,  and  cares,  will  bear  them  until  the  last  sigh  has 
escaped  from  their  heaving  bosoms,  and  their  spirits  stand  in  the 
presence  of  their  God,  glorious  in  His  perfections,  and  arrayed 
m  His  beauty. 

"  He  bears  my  fainting  spirit  np 

Through  all  the  dreaij  paths  I  tread ; 
And  when  I  sip  life's  bitter  cup, 
His  left  hand  holds  my  drooping  head." 

"  His  legs  J''  We  are  directed  by  these  words  to  consider  His 
ways.  Here  it  is  our  blessed  privilege  to  see  Him  in  His  goings 
forth  in  covenant.  Our  old  fnend  Micah  loved  to  speak  of  Him 
thus,  **  Whose  goinffs  forth  have  been  of  old,  from  everlasting. 
And  He  shall  stand  and  feed  in  the  strength  of  the  LORD,  m 
the  majesty  of  the  name  of  the  LORD  His  God  :  and  they  shall 
abide  :  for  now  shall  He  be  great  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth  " 
^Micah  V.  4).  I  love  to  see  Him  in  His  covenant  paths  going 
forth  for  the  preservation,  salvation,  and  glorification  of  an  elect 
people  in  Himself.  Blessed  with  the  sight  of  this,  and  in  the 
consciousness  of  my  own  weakness,  I  sometimes  cry,  *'  Hold  up 
my  goings  in  Thy  paths,  that  my  footsteps  slip  not "  (Psalm  xvii. 
5) ;  and  as  He  graciousl^r  ^ves  me  to  experience  His  sustaining 
goodness,  my  adoring  spirit  cries,  "  My  foot  standeth  in  an  even 
place  ;  in  the  congi-egations  will  I  bless  the  LORD  "  TPsa.  xxvi. 
12).  When  I  feefmy  feet  to  be  slipping,  I  cry,  "  Hola  Thou  me 
up,  and  I  shall  be  safe"  (Psa.  cxix.  117).  It  is  then  He  comes 
and  sweetlv  whispers,  "1  have  taught  thee  in  the  way  of 
wisdom ;  I  have  led  thee  in  right  paths.  When  thou  goest,  thv 
steps  shall  not  be  straitened ;  and  when  thou  runnest,  thou  shaft 
not  stumble"  (Prov.  iv.  11,  12).  Whjr  have  we  this  certainty! 
Because  the  ways  of  a  precious  Christ  in  covenant,  and  those  He 
took  here  upon  earth  for  His  people,  are  straight  for  them  to 
walk,  or  to  oe  guided  in.  See  now  these  ways  are  described  in 
the  written  Word  and  opened  up  in  the  experience  of  the  saints. 
Moses  says  in  Deut.  xxxii.  4,  "All  His  ways  are  jiidgment." 
David  declares,  '*The  LORD  is  righteous  in  all  His  ways" 
(Psa.  cxlv,  17).  Hosea  aflSrms,  "The  ways  of  the  LORD  are 
right,  and  the  just  shall  walk  in  them ;  but  the  transgressors 
shall  fall  therein  "  (Hos.  xiv.  9).  In  the  ways  of  the  Lord 
transgressors  shall  be  trodden  and  bruised  under  the  feet  of  the 
poor  and  the  needy  (Isa.  xxvi.  6 ;  Rom.  xvi.  20).  Look  at  that 
glorious  testimony  in  Rev.  xv.  3 :  "  Great  and  marvellous  are  Thy 
works.  Lord  God  Almighty."  Here  we  see  His  hands.  "  Just 
and  true  are  Thy  waysy  Fhou  King  of  saints ^  There  we  see  His 
legs.  It  is  our  joy  and  rejoicing  to  know  that  the  foot-prints 
which  our  blessed  Lord  left  upon  the  sands  of  the  desert  are  for 
His  discerning  followers  to  tread  in.  His  ways  are  right,  and 
none  but  righteous  persons  walk  in  them.     When  He^was  tupon 
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eai*tb,  Ilis  Father  saw  His  ways  and  was  well  pleased.  His  people 
saw  them  and  were  delighted,  knowing  that  the  righteousness 
thereof  was  theirs.  Devils  saw  them  and  witnessed  their  over- 
throw. Enemies  saw  them  and  hated  and  reviled  Him.  Christ 
alone  could  say,  "  The  prince  of  this  world  cometh  and  hath 
nothing  in  Me     (John  xiv.  30). 

"  His  legs^  These  denote  the  ways  of  Christ  for  His  people 
collectively,  ministerially,  and  individually.  You  have  noticed 
that  precious  testimony  in  Rev.  ii.  1 :  "  Unto  the  angel  of  the 
Church  of  Ephesus  write ;  These  things  saith  He  that  holdeth 
the  seven  stars  in  His  right  hand,  who  walketh  in  the  midst  of  the 
seven  golden  candlesticks.*  In  the  midst  of  His  Church  a  precious 
Jesus  walks  attending  to  the  varied  wants  and  necessities  of 
His  members. 

"  He  bears  the  names  of  all  His  saints 
Deep  on  His  heart  engraT*d  ; 
Attentive  to  the  state  and  wants 
Of  all  His  loTe  has  say'd." 

As  in  covenant,  help  was  laid  upon  Him,  the  Mightv  One 
(Psalm  Ixxxix.  19),  so  now,  when  in  the  manifestation  of  God*8 
righteous  judgments,  the  earth  and  all  the  inhabitants  thereof 
are  dissolved.  He  says,  *'  I  bear  up  the  pillars  of  it "  (Psalm 
Ixxv.  3).  The  elect  are  the  pillars  or  preservers  of  the  earth, 
and  are  held  upon  the  legs  of  Christ.  No  weakness  can  be 
found  in  the  legs  of  Christ.  They  are  not  like  those  of  the 
lame,  or  a  parable  in  the  mouth  of  fools,  unequal.  Perfection, 
purity,  and  preciousness  shine  in  the  ways  ana  works  of  Jesus. 
Yes,  perfection  is  seen  in  the  purposes  of  His  heart,  in  the 
promises  of  His  mouth,  and  in  tne  performances  of  His  hands. 
"  His  legs  are  as  pilars  of  marble.*^  Pure,  permanent,  powerful, 
precious,  and  perfect.  '*  Set  tipon  sockets  of  fine  gold.**  The 
place  of  His  feet  is  glorious  indeed  (Isaiah  Ix.  13).  There, 
permanency  is  the  lot  of  all  those  whom  He  brings  into  sweet 
association  with  Himself.  It  matters  not  what  may  be  the 
earthly  lot  of  those  upheld  by  Him,  pain  or  pleasure,  poverty  or 
riches,  need  or  supply,  sinful  or  saved,  be  He  to  them  feelingly 

f)resent  or  absent,  all  must  and  shall  be  well  with  them.     His 
eet,  like  His  head,  are  of  fine  gold.     He  is  altogether  precious. 
God  and  Man.     One  Christ. 

*•  Salvation  to  (itxl  who  Hits  tin  the  throne  I 
Let  all  cry  aloud  and  honour  the  Son  ; 
So  stroug  to  deliver,  ho  good  to  redeem 
The  weakest  believer  that  hangs  upon  Him." 

May  He  add  His  blessing  for  His  own  name*B  8ake.     Amen. 
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**  His  ooanteiuuiee  is  as  Lebanon,  excellent  as  the  oedars.*'— Song  of  Solomon 

T.16. 

TO  meditate  upon  the  beauties  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and 
to  talk  of  His  preciousness  and  power,  is  the  delight  of  all 
those  who  are  blessed  with  an  experimental  acquaintanoe  and 
9piritual  oneness  with  Him*  Whilst  thus  privileged,  the  mind  of 
tne  Spirit-taught  is  free  from  the  cares,  anxieties,  and  perplexities 
which  attend  it  during  the  greater  part  of  the  journey  throng 
this  wilderness  world  to  that  rest  whioh  the  weary  pilenm 
greatly  desires,  that  home  of  bliss  and  blessedness  for  which  he 
ofttimes  sighs.  "Christ  is  all"  is  the  theme  of  every  true 
believer's  song.  Christ  everything  and  the  sinner  nothing  at  all 
is  the  confession  of  every  sinner  saved  by  rich  and  sovereign 
grace.  Christ  first,  Christ  last,  and  Christ  AH  in  all  is  the  burden 
of  every  spiritual  worshipper  in  Zion's  temple.  Christ  in  every- 
thing is  the  desire  of  the  soul  brought  into  the  knowledge  and 
ftipprehension  of  its  everlasting  and  unchangeable  oneness  with 
a  covenant  God  in  His  stdorable  person.  Christ  All  and  in  all  is 
the  burden  of  the  preaching  in  this  place.  He  is  here  exalted 
fibove  all  blessing  and  praise,  and  preferred  before  all  other 

Sersons.  We  look  at  the  doctrines  ot  the  written  Word,  but  we 
.  esire  to  know  Him  as  our  Doctor,  or  Teacher.  Is  practical 
godliness  our  theme  t  We  love  to  behold  it  in  the  walk  and 
^conversation  of  the  God-Man,  the  Father's  Righteous  Servant 
here  upon  earth  for  His  own.  It  is  no  desire  of  my  heart  to 
waste  your  time  in  describing  the  experience  of  the  Christian ; 
tut  I  ao  strive  to  set  before  you  the  experience  of  the  Man  of 
sorrows  and  those  in  union  with  Him,  for  there  is  much  in  what 
Is  called  the  experience  of  a  Christian  whioh  has  nothi&g  to  do 
IvitK  e^qperiqouentAl  onenets  with  Him«    Thttre  is  much  Kr\66k 
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w«  are  apt  to  linger  over,  and  hug  to  ourselves  with  tenacity, 
as  evidences  of  our  union  to  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  which,  m 
themselves,  are  no  evidences  at  all.  And  here  I  would  say — 
not  by  way  of  railing,  but  as  a  word  of  caution  and  counsel 
to  those  of  you  who  have  been  blessed  with  fellowship  with 
Christ  in  Hissu£ferings — that,  much  which  is  preached  in  reierence 
to  the  spiritual  exercises  of  God's  children  is  not  spiritual,  but 
merely  the  narration  of  afflictions  and  trials  common  to  mankind. 
I  remember  upon  one  occasion  sitting  for  nearly  an  hour  listening 
to  remarks  on  this  precious  portion,  ^'  Many  are  the  afflictions  of 
the  righteous ;  but  the  LOkD  deUvereth  him  out  of  them  all " 
(Psa.  xxxiv.  19).  Fifty  minutes  were  taken  up  with  the  afflic- 
tions, but  I  could  not  detect  the  afflictions  of  Christ,  nor  find 
any  lellowship  with  my  gracious  Lord  and  Master  in  them.  The 
afflictions  described  by  the  preacher  were  those  which  any 
reprobate  may  experience*  J!^  I  look  into  God^s  blessed  Word 
and  read  of  the  afflictions  of  the  righteous,  I  long  to  know  in 
deed  and  in  truth  that  I  am  in  possession  of  them.  I  desire  to 
know  their  true  nature  and  character,  the  source  from  whence 
they  spring,  and  the  Person  by  whom  they  are  wrought  in  me. 
See  1  Loss  of  property,  health,  friends,  or  all  combined  form  no 
real  evidence  of  union  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  I  have  known 
manv  who  have  suffered  all  these  but  have  given  no  evidence 
of  the  life  of  God  within.  What  are  the  afflictions  of  the 
righteous  t  The  application  of  God's  righteous  law  revealin j?  sin 
in  its  true  character,  the  revelation  of  sin  in  the  light  of  the 
Bedeemer's  perfections,  to  carry  about  with  me  a  load  of  sin 
which  my  old  nature  hugs,  but  my  new  nature  rejects ;  to  be 
bowed  down  with  a  body  of  death  and  corruption  which  would 
drag  me  into  sin  and  drown  me  in  despair ;  to  be  troubled  with 
an  evil  heart  of  unbeUef  in  departing  from  the  living  God  when 
I  would  be  embraced  in  the  arms  of  His  everlasting  love  and 
mercy;  to  inhabit  the  parched  places  of  the  wilderness  when  I 
would  be  refreshed  with  the  streams  of  grace  in  the  sanctuary; 
to  be  barren  when  I  would  be  fruitful  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord ; 
to  desire  to  sing  His  praises  with  a  melting  heart  when  I  might 
as  well  try  to  create  a  world.  These.  I  believe,  are  some  of  the 
afflictions  of  the  righteous.  To  Iour  for  the  joys  of  His  presence 
and  to  bask  in  the  sunshine  of  the  favour  of  my  God,  while,  all 
the  while,  I  am  left  in  darkness  and  desertion,  is  an  affliction 
well  known  to  the  righteous.  Read  for  yourselves  2  Cor.  i.  5 : 
'*  For  as  the  sufferings  of  Christ  abound  in  us,  so  our  consolation 
also  aboundeth  b^  Christ."  But  what  are  the  sufferings  of 
Christ  abounding  m  ust  We,  as  the  membens  of  that  bod^  ci 
which  He  is  the  Head,  experience  in  measure  the  suffennes 
which  He  experienced  in  all  their  fulness  while  here  upon  ear£. 
These  sufferings  are  physical,  mental,  and  spiritual ;  but  in  them 
the  heart  is  exerdsed  as  to  its  acceptance  with  a  covenant  God 
ID  CSirist.    As  these  sufferings  abound  in  us,  so  our  oonsolation 
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will  and  moBt  abound  bj  Uim.  Now,  it  is  our  delight,  faowevdr 
painful  and  perplexing  the  privUege  may  be,  to  be  led  into  the 
spiritual  unaeratandin^  ana  apprehension  of  these  spiritual 
niTsteries,  against  which  our  carnal  minds  kick,  rebel,  and 
manifest  their  enmity.  Our  wretched  flesh  will  start  and  shrink 
from  spiritual  suffering,  while  our  redeemed  spirits,  in  union 
with  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  will  pant  after  brighter  and  clearer 
revelations  of  His  adorable  person  therein. 

It  has  been  our  lot  for  some  time  past  to  contemplate  the 
varied  beauties  of  our  adorable  Head  and  Husband  as  revealed 
in  the  preceding  part  of  this  very  precious  portion  of  God's 
written  Word.  We  have  looked  at  the  general  view  given  of 
Him  by  the  bride  at  the  commencement  of  her  heart-glowing 
description  of  the  One  Object  of  her  love.  **My  Beloved  is 
white  and  ruddy;  the  Chiefest  among  ten  thousand.''  He  is 
the  only  One  in  whose  company  she  is  truly  at  home,  in  peace, 
and  sweet  enjoyment.  She  particularises  and  rejoices  to  know 
that — 

**  His  head  "  is  her  gloiy, 

"  His  locks  "  are  her  delight, 

"  JK«  eyes ''  are  her  guides, 

"  His  cheeks  "  are  her  safety, 

"  His  tips  "  are  her  comfort, 

"  His  hands  "  are  her  security, 

"  His  heart "  is  her  joy, 

"  His  legs  "  are  her  stability. 

It  is  ours  now  to  look  at  the  precious  metaphors  in  the  text, — 

''  His  countenance  is  as  Lebanon,  excellent  as  the  cedars." 

"  His  countenance,*'  The  bride  having  surveyed  with  admira- 
tion the  particular  beauties  and  graces  ot  her  Beloved,  now 
Borveys  with  delight  His  general  appearance,  His  graceful  form, 
and  commanding  stature.  That  this  is  the  meaning  of  the 
word  "  eountencmcet*  you  will  see  by  turning  to  2  Sam.  xxiii.  20, 
21,  where  Benaiah  is  spoken  of  as,  "a  goodly  man,"  or,  as  you 
read  in  the  margin,  "  a  man  of  countenance  or  sight :  "  called,  ^'  a 
man  of  stature  (1  Chron.  xi.  23).  Before  we  enter  into  an 
elucidation  of  the  text  we  will  notice  a  few  Scriptures  which 
describe  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  what  He  is  to  His  people  under 
that  expression,  **His  countenance.''  Sometimes  we  hear  the 
word  ^* countenance"  used  to  express  help  or  encouragemeni 
To  give  a  person  countenance  is  to  inspire  him  with  hope,  or 
encourage  nim  with  assistance.  AU  of  this  is  blessedly  experi- 
enced bv  those  who  are  brought  by  the  Holy  Ohost  into  blessed 
and  hallowed  communion  with  the  Head  and  Husband  of  His 
Church  and  people.  When  they  approach  Him  as  beggars  and 
bankrupts,  He  encourages  them  witn  His  promises,  and  enriches 
them  with  His  perfections.  He  bestows  upon  them  all  the 
bounties,  blessings,  and  benefits  given  into  His  hand  by  the 
Father  for  them,  and  which  are  theirs  in  virtiie  of  their  election 
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in  Him,  and  their  ererlasting  relationship  to  the  Father.  Turn 
with  me  fco  Psa.  xlii.,  where  David  expresses  his  distress  at  tfae 
hiding  of  JEHOVAH'S  countenance,  and  His  desire  for  com- 
mnnion  with  Christ  and  His  people  in  the  sanctuary :  "  As  the 
hart  panteth  after  the  water  brooks,  so  panteth  my  soul  after 
Thee,  0  God.  My  soul  thirsteth  for  God,  yea,  for  the  livinff  God ; 
when  shall  I  come  and  appear  before  God  ?  "  You  see  by  this 
that  the  one  delight  and  desire  of  David's  heart  was  his  God. 
As  our  souls  are  blessed  with  this  privileged  experience,  we  can 
sing  with  Dr.  Watts, — 

«  To  Tbee  w«  owe  onr  wealth,  and  friencU, 
And  health  and  safe  abode ; 
Thanks  to  Thj  name  for  meaner  things, 
Bat  thej  are  not  my  God/* 

David's  anxiety  was  not  so  much  as  to  be  found  in  the  assem- 
blies of  God's  saints;  but  the  longings  and  cravings  of  his 
spiritual  nature  were  for  the  person  and  presence  of  his  adorable 
Lord.  In  ver.  5  he  is  represented  as  turning  in  upon  himself 
and  thus  soliloquising,  "  Why  art  thou  cast  down,  0  my  soul  ?  " 
In  the  margin  you  will  find  a  more  expressive  word  for  "  cast^*^ 
and  reads  thus,  "  Why  art  thou  bowed  down,  0  my  soul  ?  "  Many 
of  God's  living  children  can  answer  in  the  language  of  Toplady : 

"  Bncompass'd  with  donds  of  distress. 

And  tempted  all  hope  to  resign, 
I  pant  for  the  light  of  Thy  face, 

That  I  in  Thy  beauty  may  shine. 
Dishearten'd  with  waiting  so  long, 

I  sink  at  Thy  feet  with  my  load ; 
All  plaintive  I  ponr  oat  my  song, 

Ajid  stretch  forth  my  hands  to  my  God/* 

I  am  at  times  bowed  down  with  a  sense  of  the  sins  I  hate,  with 
the  absence  of  my  God  when  I  long  for  His  presence,  witli 
Satan's  temptations  and  assaults  when  I  would  be  wholly  free 
from  all  contact  with  him.  David  continues  his  soliloquy :  '*And 
why  art  thou  disquieted  in  met  Hope  thou  in  God ;  for  I  shall 
yet  praii^e  Him  for  the  help  of  His  countenance."  Do  notice  the 
marginal  rendering,  "  His  presence  is  salvation.*'  There  is  a  fund 
of  meaning  in  this.  Sometimes  we  see  a  person  in  a  fix, 
struggling  at  the  end  of  his  resources,  and  the  only  hope  he  has  is 
in  obtaining  the  countenance,  assistance,  and  encouragement  of 
some  substantial  person,  which  he  considers  would  be  the  making 
of  him  for  life.  We  see  this  illustrated  in  the  annals  of  warfare. 
Who  of  us  as  Englishmen  can  but  think,  with  a  little  national 
pride,  of  the  defence  of  Lucknow?  When  our  besie^d  country^ 
men  were  longing  for  the  appearance  of  Sir  Colm  Campbell 
and  his  valiant  warriors,  who  were  bringing  relief  and 
deliverance  by  the  bravery  of  their  hearts  ana  the  strength  of 
theit  arms,  the  distant  sounds  of  their  musical  instmments 
inspired  the  besieged  with  confidence.    So  it  is  with  the  living 
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children  of  God,  in  the  midst  of  conflict  they  sigh  for  rest ;  at 
war  with  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil,  they  cry  for  peace; 
and  as  they  wrestle,  ay,  agonize  with  the  powers  of  darkness, 
they  sometimes  come  to  the  conclusion  that  sin,  death,  and  hell 
will  gain  the  day.  What  constitutes  salvation  at  such  a  crisis  as 
this  f  The  appearance  of  the  Captain  of  our  salvation.  Let 
Him  reveal  Himself  in  any  of  His  exceeding  great  and  precious 
promises,  let  His  glorious  voice  be  heard  calling  across  the  hills 
of  our  doubts,  fears,  and  infirmities,  or  over  the  mountains  of  our 
transgressions,  sins,  and  iniquities,  and  our  very  hearts  are 
cheered  and  encouraged  to  fresh  conflicts  with  Satan,  sin,  and 
self  who  are  ever  seeking  our  overthrow.  Blessed  be  God, 
"  His  presence  is  salvation. ' 

"-St*  countenance"  At  the  commencement  of  Psa.  xliv.  you 
read  of  the  ancient  Church.  I  use  the  words,  ancient  churchy 
advisedly,  because  some  would  have  us  believe  there  was  no 
Church  before  the  day  of  Pentecost.  But  I  love  the  plain 
declarations  of  God's  written  Word,  and  to  leave  carnal  scribes  to 
their  own  fleshly  deductions.  That  there  was  an  ancient  Church 
we  have  the  testimony  of  Stephen  in  Acts  vii.  38 :  *'  This  is  he, 
that  was  in  the  Church  in  the  wilderness,  with  the  Angel  which 
spake  to  him  in  the  Mount  Sinai,  and  with  our  fathers :  who 
received  the  holy  oracles  to  give  unto  us."  The  presence,  or 
countenance,  of  the  covenant  Angel  was  the  preservation  of  the 
Church  in  the  wilderness  in  the  midst  of  all  her  temptations, 
trials,  and  tribulations.  In  recounting  the  mercies  of  her 
covenant  God  she  said,  "'  We  have  heard  with  our  ears,  0  God, 
our  fathers  have  told  us,  what  work  Thou  didst  in  their  days,  in 
the  times  of  old.  How  Thou  didst  drive  out  the  heathen  with 
Thy  hand,  and  plantedst  them;  how  Thou  didst  afflict  the 
people,  and  cast  them  out.  For  they  got  not  the  land  in 
possession  by  their  own  sword,  neither  did  their  own  arm  save 
them,  but  Thy  right  hand,  and  Thine  arm,  and  the  light  of  Th^ 
countenance,  because  Thou  hadst  a  favour  unto  them."  It  is 
because  the  Lord  has  shown  favour  after  favour  unto  us  by  the 
light  and  protection  of  His  countenance  that  we  are  found  here 
this  morning,  listening  to  His  great  salvation  as  revealed  in  His  own 

glorious  Gospel.  It  was  because  He  had  a  favour  unto  us  in 
le  covenant  of  old  that  He  gave — I  was  about  to  say — our 
worthless  persons,  but  this  I  deny.  Sometimes  we  are  betrayed 
into  modes  of  expression  which  do  not  correctly  express  the 
mind  and  will  of  God  concerning  His  own.  As  seen  in  the 
covenant,  the  elect  of  God  are  not  worthless,  they  are  His  jewels, 
His  special  treasure.  His  inheritance.  In  the  hand  of  our  precious 
Redeemer  the  Church  ever  appears  as  a  crown  of  glory  and  a 
royal  diadem  (Isa.  Ixii.  3).  Therefore  I  will  not  say  worthless 
persons;  but  our  persons  worthy  in  the  worthiness  of  Christ, 
ng^bteoua  in  His  righteousness^  holy  in  His  holiness,  excellent  in 
WB  excellency,  perfect  in  Elia  perfections,  complete  in  Him* 
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When  the  Father  gave  us  to  Hiro,  He  had  a  favour  unto  us,  the 
height  and  depth,  the  length  and  breadth  of  which  He  will 
reveal  in  His  own  time  in  those  spots  of  sin,  suffering,  and 
sorrow  wisely  ordained  by  Him,  and  into  which  we  are  brought 
for  the  display  of  His  magnanimous  grace.  In  them  He  blesses 
us  with  pardon  through  precious  blood,  justification  through 
spotless  righteousness,  acceptance  in  the  person  of  our  great  and 
glorious  Head,  and  a  welcome  to  His  loving  heart  because  of 
what  He  sees  and  knows  us  to  be  in  the  person  and  perfections 
of  the  Son  of  Hts  love.  He  had  a  favour  unto  us  when  He  sent 
His  Son  into  those  spots  of  sin  and  sorrow  which  we  now 
experience,  those  spots  of  condemnation  where  our  souls  have 
trembled  with  the  fear  of  JEHOVAH'S  anger,  indignation,  and 
fury,  those  spots  of  desertion  and  darkness  where  we  have 
dreaded  the  darkness  of  eteraal  despair,  where  He  learned  how 
to  tmly  sympathise  with  us  in  all  tribulations  that  we  endure  for 
His  sake. 

"-£R«  countenance.**  What  is  the  desire  and  delight  of  our 
hearts  this  morning  t  The  light  of  His  countenance  which 
reveals  tha  love  of  His  heart.  Turn  over  to  Psalm  Ixxxix.  15  : 
**  Blessed  is  the  people  that  know  the  joyful  sound :  they  shall 
walk,  0  LORD,  in  the  light  of  Thy  countenance."  What  is  it 
that  cheers  your  heart  in  the  midst  of  all  vour  sorrows?  What 
is  it  that  scatters  all  your  doubting  and  unbelief,  and  brings  you 
into  the  enjoyment  of  covenant  blessings  ?  It  is  the  counte- 
nance of  your  great  and  adorable  Lord.  We  see  this  in  many 
portions  of  the  jN^ew  Testament  Scriptures,  especiallv  after  the 
resurrection  of  our  Lord  from  the  dead.  When  He  nad  offered 
Himself  a  sacrifice  for  the  sins  of  His  people,  and  He  was  laid  in 
the  tomb  of  Joseph  of  Arimathea,  His  poor  disciples  were  filled 
with  disappointment.  They  thought  He  was  to  restore  the 
temporal  kingdom  of  Israel  to  a  state  of  greater  grandeur  and 
|;lory  than  aforetime.  There  are  many  like  them  now,  who 
judge  according  to  the  flesh,  forgetting  liiose  precious  words: — 

**  My  Boul  thiovgh  many  changes  goes. 
His  love  no  variation  knows/' 

Almost  as  soon  as  the  Lord  Jesus  was  in  the  grave,  Peter  said, 
*'  I  ffo  a  fishing.**  The  disciples  were  one  with  him,  and  said, 
*^  We  also  go  with  thee."  They  went ;  they  toiled  all  night, 
and  caught  nothing.  In  the  morning  Jesus  stood  on  the  shore. 
At  His  bidding  a  great  multitude  of  fishes  filled  the  net  John 
said  to  Peter,  "  It  Is  the  Lord."  Peter,  who  at  one  time  would 
Walk  on  the  water  but  began  to  sink,  was  now  a  good  swimmer 
in  the  presence  of  his  Master.  In  the  light  of  His  countenance 
sinking  sinners  can  swim  through  seas  of  trouble,  limping 
sinners  can  walk  through  rugged  paths,  weary  sinners  can 
run  along  tribulation's  track,  and  ourdened  sinners  can  fly 
above  all  that  wo^d  bow  them  down  to  earth.    Turn  with  me 
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to  Luke  xxiv.  Two  of  Hie  disciples,  wending  their  weary  way 
to  a  village  called  Eroraans^  talked  together  in  sadness  of  the 
things  that  had  happened.  Jesns  drew  near  and  went  with 
them,  bnt  their  eyes  were  holden  that  they  should  not  know 
Him.  He  said  unto  them,  **  What  manner  of  communications 
are  these  that  ye  have  one  to  another  as  ye  walk,  and  are  sadT** 
From  their  troubled  hearts  and  trembling  lips  He  drew  the 
acknowledgment  of  their  ignorance  and  unbelief.  ^*  Then  He 
said  unto  them,  0  fools  and  slow  of  heart  to  believe  all  that  the 
prophets  have  spoken  !  Ought  not  Christ  to  have  suffered  these 
things,  and  to  enter  into  His  glory  T  And  beginning  at  Moses, 
and  all  the  prophets,  He  expounded  unto  them  m  all  the 
Scriptures  the  thmgs  concerning  Himself."  Arriving  at  Emmaus, 
being  constrained.  He  went  in  to  tarry  with  them.  He  toot 
bread,  blessed  it,  brake  it,  and  gave  it  to  them.  Their  eyes 
were  opened,  they  knew  Him,  and  He  ceased  to  be  seen  of 
them.  In  a  moment  they  were  denied  the  help,  light,  and 
salvation  of  His  countenance.  A^ain  He  appearea  to  them  at 
Jerusalem.  "  He  showed  them  His  hands  and  His  feet."  Luke 
tells  us,  **  They  believed  not  for  joy."  John  says,  "  Then  were 
the  disciples  glad  when  they  saw  the  Lord  "  (John  xx.  20).  So 
it  is  now  with  the  disciples  on  resurrection  ground.     Is  He 

E resent  ?  They  are  happy.  Is  He  absent  ?  They  are  miserable, 
^oes  He  bless  them  witn  the  light  of  His  countenance  ?  It  is 
then  they  can  rejoice  before  Him  with  joy  unspeakable  and  full 
of  glory.    This  is  sweetly  expressed  in  these  lines  by  Kelly : — 

**  In  Thy  presence  I  am  happy ; 

In  Thy  presence  I*m  aecore ; 
In  Thy  presence  idl  afflictions 

I  can  easily  endure ; 
In  Thy  presence  I  can  conquer, 

I  can  suffer,  I  can  die ; 
Far  from  Thee  I  faint  and  languish, 

Oh,  my  Saviour,  keep  me  nigh  1 " 

**Hi8  countenance  is  as  Lebanon/^  His  general  appearance, 
stature,  and  presence  is  as  Lebanon.  Why  t  Because  Lebanon 
is  high,  exalted,  and  lifted  up  by  the  Almighty  Creator's  hand 
above  all  its  surroundings.  So  our  most  glorious  Christ  as  the 
Head  and  Representative  of  grace  is  high,  exalted,  and  lifted 
up  by  the  same  almighty  hand  above  all  created  beings,  and 
above  all  blessing  and  praise.  We  talk  about  our  praising  and 
adoring  so  great  and  glorious  a  Being,  but  we  may  well  hide 
our  heads  for  shame  at  the  very  thought  of  ourpoor  praise  of 
One  BO  great,  mighty,  majestic,  and  ^orious.  He  is  high  and 
lifted  up  above  all  His  brethren  and  all  the  elect  angels.  So 
the  apostle  Paul  describes  Him  throughout  the  whole  of  that 
blessed  epistle  to  the  Hebrews.  Whatever  is  introduced  to  our 
notice  must  pass  on  one  side  at  the  appearance  of  Him  who  is 
the  joy  and  rejoicing  of  His  people's  hearts.    Angels  pure  .and 
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spotless  are  seen  as  the  messengers  of  mercy  to  God's  elect ; 
but  He  has  by  inheritance  obtained  a  more  excellent  name  than 
they.  We  look  at  the  ranks  of  God's  redeemed,  and  see  every 
one  of  them  caat  the  crown  of  His  giving  at  His  sacred  feet, 
acknowledging  Him  Lord  of  alL  Blessed  with  the  sight  we  gladly 
sing:— 

"  The  head  that  once  was  crowned  with  thorns 

Is  crowned  with  glory  now  ; 
A  royal  diadem  adorns 

The  mighty  Victor's  brow." 

In  whatever  aspect  we  behold  Him,  He  appears  as  Lebanon, 
the  Chief,  the  Highest,  the  Head,  the  One  who  in  all  things  has 
the  pre-eminence.  Do  we  look  at  the  saints!  He  is  King 
of  saints  (Rev.  xv.  3).  Do  we  see  a  multitude  of  sinners 
redeemed  by  His  most  precious  blood?  We  see  Him  Chief 
among  them.  That  title  which  Paul  took  to  himself — **  Chief 
of  Sinners  " — can  only  sit  well  upon  Him  who  was  so  by  impu- 
tation, but  not  by  any  act  or  omission  of  His  own.  Look  at 
Him  as  we  may,  He  ever  appears  in  the  perfection  of  His  Being 
and  works,  €ts  Lebanon,  ''  exalted  as  Head  over  all"  (1  Cfaron. 
xxix.  11  J.  Trace  His  history  from  Bethlehem  to  Calvary,  from 
the  craale  to  the  cross,  and  you  will  see  that  which  never 
appeared  on  this  sin-accursed  earth  before — a  real  Man  without 
sm,  a  tempted  and  tried  Man,  in  whom  Satan  coald  find  nothing 
to  gain  even  a  mean  advantage.  In  His  person  and  work  we 
see  Him  inherently  and  incessantly  righteous.  Spotless  obedience 
He  rendered  to  His  Father's  law,  and,  blessed  be  God,  that 
spotless  obedience  is  everything  to  me. 

"Jfft«  countenance  is  as  Lebanon.^*  Here  we  behold  the  majesty 
of  Christ.  He  is  not  only  a  perfect  Man  high  above  all  His 
fellows;  He  *'is  over  all  Goa  blessed  for  ever''  (Rom.  ix.  5). 
All  things  in  heaven,  in  earth,  and  in  deep  places  are  at  His 
behest.  All  states,  circumstances,  and  influences  occur  at  His 
bidding.  Look  at  His  majesty  and  dignity  as  described  by 
Paul  in  Eph.  i.  20 — 23.  Speakmg  of  the  power  of  the  Father, 
he  says,  **  Which  He  wrought  in  Chiist  when  He  raised  Him 
from  the  dead,  and  set  nim  at  His  own  right  hand  in  the 
heavenly  places,  far  above  all  principality,  and  power,  and 
might,  ana  dominion,  and  every  name  that  is  named,  not  onlv 
in  this  world,  but  also  in  that  wnich  is  to  come ;  and  hath  put  aU 
things  under  His  feet,  and  gave  Him  to  be  the  Head  over  all 
things  to  the  Church,  which  is  His  body,  the  fulness  of  Him 
that  filleth  all  in  all."  In  the  contemplation  of  greatness  like 
this,  the  majesty  and  supremacy  of  our  most  jglorious  Christ,  we 
delight  to  see  Uiat  the  devil  has  not  all  thmgs  his  own  way. 
We  glory  in  Him  who  reigns,  and  "  must  reign  till  He  hath  put 
all  enemies  imder  His  feet "  (1  Cor.  xv.  25).  We  know  in  the 
desires  of  our  hearts  after  Him  that  He  is  bodily  absent  from 
us ;  but  we  rejoice  in  the  glorious  faot  that  He  is  spiritually 
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lefllnng  ns  now  and  then  with  sweet  revelations  of  Himself. 
Here  I  would  have  yon  notice  a  subject  which  has  rested  upon  my 
mind  for  many  a  long  day.  Many  of  those  portions  in  the  N<3W 
Testament  which  speak  of  the  revelation  m  Jeeus  Cfarat,  and 
the  coming  of  Jesus  Christ,  have  to  do  with  present  experience^ 
and  not  with  future  glory.  The  living  child  of  God  loves 
present  tense  blessings,  and  in  many  of  these  portions  I  long  fov 
the  coming  of  my  Lord  and  Saviour  with  power  and  g^eat  glory 
to  my  heart  I  wait  for  the  revelation  of  God's  Ofarist  in  me 
by  the  grace  and  indwelling  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  I  want  the 
openings  up  of  the  beauties  and  excellencies  of  Jesus  to  mf 
enlightened  understanding.  As  I  enjoy  the  fulfilment  of  these 
longings  and  desires  in  my  heart's  experience,  I  glory  in  the 
help  of  His  countenance,  the  health  of  His  countenance,  and 
bask  in  the  sunshine  of  His  Father's  presence  and  mine.  As  I 
am  led  *  to  contemplate  His  coming,  and  His  revelation  in  the 
lieht  of  His  sovereignty  and  supremacy  over  all  things,  I  see 
an  enemies,  obstacks,  hindrances  under  His  feet.  The  cross 
which  I  have  attempted  to  evade,  the  sorrow  I  have  tried  to 
shun,  and  the  losses,  crosses,  anxieties,  and  cares  I  have 
endeavoured  to  escape,  are  all  under  His  feet.  If  I  am  occupied 
with  the  things  under  His  feet,  I  am  courting  my  own  distresses, 
and  lose  sight  of  my  only  Deliverer  from  them.  It  is  our  merc^ 
to  know  that  He  has  all  spiritual  and  covenant  blessings  in  His 
hand  to  bestow  upon  His  tried  and  tempted  brethren,  while  He 
holds  all  that  would  hurt  or  destroy  them  under  His  feet  Yes, 
there  He  treads  down  every  care  and  anxiety  which  worms  its 
way  through  our  distracted  brain;  every  fierce  temptation, 
vile  insinuation,  and  accursed  injection  of  the  devil;  every 
distressing  circumstance  and  evil  influence ;  every  doubt  and 
dread  which  we  have  experienced,  and  shall  experience  ;  every 
pan^  of  sickening  despair  in  which  I  have  miestioned  the 
veahty  of  the  life,  light,  and  love  with  which  He  has  blessed 
me — all  these  are  under  His  feet  Blessed  with  a  good  under- 
standing in  these  things,  I  am 

*'  AmMed  to  see  mjatU  so  Tile, 
And  Jesns  smiling  all  the  while/ 

As  I  thus  behold  Him,  His  appearance  is  as  Lebanon,  lii^>  lifted 
up,  exalted,  stately,  and  majestic  I  see  Him  triumphmg  over 
all  my  foes  and  giving  me  the  blessed  assurance  that  I  shall  be 
more  than  conqueror  through  Himself  who  has  loved  me,  and 
will  love  me  to  the  end  of  all  my  sins,  sufferings;  and  sorrows. 

**  Ria  eountenanee  is  <x$  Lebanon.^^  Look  at  that  gloriods 
description  given  of  Him  in  Phil.  ii.  5,  &c.,  "  Let  this  mind  be 
in  you,  which  was  also  in  Chiist  Jesus :  who,  being  in  the  form 
of  God,  thought  it  not  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God ;  but  made 
HimBelf  of  no  reputation,  and  took  upon  Him  the  foitn  of  a 
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ienrant,  and  was  made  in  the  Ukeoess  of  men :  and  being  foond 
in  fashion  as  a  man  He  humbled  Himself P  There  ia  not  a  man 
in  ail  God's  oreation  can  do  that.  We  must  be  humbled.  That 
is  God's  work.  It  is  not  because  of  wisdom,  strength,  strivingv 
or  struggling,  but  wholly  because  of  the  strength  of  His  own 
right  hand  and  His  holy  arm,  the  Ught  of  His  countenance,  and 
because  He  has  a  favour  unto  us  that  we  are  humbled  in 
ourselves,  and  exalted  in  Christ.  Look  I  ''  He  humbled  Himself, 
and  became  obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  cross." 
Here  I  would  fi;ive  you  a  hint  Death  itself  was  not  that  bitter 
ingredient,  in  the  cup  which  the  Saviour  took  from  His  Father  s 
hand,  from  which  Me  shrank.  Desertion,  not  death,  was  the 
dread  of  His  sorrowing  soul.  He  submitted  to  death  willingly. 
He  died  voluntarily.  He  laid  down  His  life.  He  vielded  up 
the  ghost.  '^  Wherefore  God  also  hath  highly  exalted  Him,  and 
given  Him  a  name  which  is  above  ever^  name :  that  at  the 
name  of  Jesus  every  knee  shall  bow,  of  thmgs  in  heaven  " — the 
glorified,  redeemed,  and  elect  angels  there — ^^and  things  on 
earth" — the  regenerate  children  of  God — "and  things  under  the 
earth  " — devils  and  damned  spirits  I  All  creation  must  bow  to 
the  sceptre  of  King  Emmanuel.  "  And  that  every  tongue  should 
confess  that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the 
Father."  The  glorious  harmonies  of  heaven,  the  feeble  utter- 
ances of  earth,  and  the  discordant  noise  and  din  of  hell's  dark 
regions,  all  combine  to  show  forth  the  sovereignty  and 
supremacy,  majesty  and  glory,  of  Zion's  Well-Beloved.  Laspired 
with  a  theme  so  grand  and  glorious,  we  may  well  sing  in  strains 
of  spiritual  adoration, — 

*'  Keep  silence,  all  created  things, 
iUid  wait  your  Maker's  nod ; 
Mj  soul  stands  trembling  while  she  sings 
The  honours  of  her  God. 

Life,  death,  and  hell,  and  worlds  nnknown 

Hang  on  His  firm  decree ; 
He  sits  on  no  precarious  throne, 

Nor  borrows  leave  TO  BB." 

The  general  appearance  of  the  lovely  Bridegroom,  our  adorable 
Emmanuel,  to  His  bride  the  Church  is  such  as  to  inspire  her  with 
hope,  cheer  her  with  love,  and  encourage  her  with  faith  of  His 
own  giving  and  working. 

"EsoeuerU  as  the  cedars.*'  The  cedars  were  remarkable  for  the 
firmness,  streneth^  durability,  and  beauty.  Isaiah  describes  them 
as  "  tall"  (2  Kmgs  xiz.  23).  The  Psalmist  qpeaks  of  them  as 
"goodly,"  or  ''the  cedars  of  God''  (margin,  Psa.  Ixjtx.  10), 
Jeremiah  styles  them  as  "  choice  "  (Jer.  xxii.  7).  The  wood, 
which  is  of  a  durable  nature,  was  largelv  used  in  the  erection  of 
Solomon's  temple,  hence  the  temple  is  sometimes  styled 
Lebanon  (see  Zech.  xi.  1).  The  people  of  God  are  likened  unto 
the  stately  cedar*  '^  The  righteous  shall  flourish  like  a  palm  tree: 
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lie  shall  grow  like  a  oedar  in  Lebanon  ''  (Psa.  :toii.  12).  In  all 
these  portions  some  rare  qnality  or  excellency  of  the  great  and 
glorious  Head  of  the  Church  is  revealed.  The  boughs  and 
branches  stretch  out  to  a  great  distance,  affording  shelter  and 
repose  to  the  wear^  traveller.  In  this  we  see  a  striking  meta- 
phor of  Christ  in  His  covenant  relationship  to  His  people.  Amid 
the  ravages  of  sin,  and  the  storms  of  fiery  wrath  and  indignation. 
He  is  ever  a  shelter  and  rest  to  His  own.  Of  Him  we  may  ever 
sing, 

"  With  joy  lift  up  you  heads, 

Te  highlj-fATOtired  few, 
When  through  the  earth  destmction  spreads ; 

For  what  shall  ibjoie  you  7 

When  storms  or  tempests  rise, 

Or  sins  your  peaoe  assail, 
Tour  hope  in  Jesus  nerer  dies, 

'Tis  cast  within  the  reil. 

Here  let  the  weary  rest. 

Who  loTe  the  Sayiour*s  name ; 
Thouj^h  with  no  sweet  enjoyment  blest. 

This  coy*nant  stands  the  same." 

As  the  cedars  spread  forth  their  roots  to  a  large  extent,  so  a 
precious  Christ  roots  and  erounds  EUraself  in  the  love  and 
affection  of  His  people,  and,  blessed  be  His  holy  name,  He  will 
make  it  true  in  their  heart's  experience  that  they  are  ''  rooted 
and  grounded  in  love"  (Eph.  iii.  17).  The  foliage  of  the  cedar 
is  ever  green.  In  the  person,  love,  grace  and  beauty  of  Jesus 
there  is  no  change  or  decay.  The  tried  and  tempted  members 
of  Christ  are  painfully  conscious  of  their  changes,  and  confess 
them  in  the  graphic  language  of  the  prophet :  "  But  we  are  all 
as  an  unclean  thing,  and  all  our  righteousnesses  are  as  filthy 
rags;  and  we  all  do  fade  as  a  leaf:  and  our  iniquities,  like  the 
wind,  have  taken  us  away  "  (Isa.  Ixiv.  6).  But  in  our  blessed 
Lord  eternal  youth  and  unfading  beauty  are  found.  His 
righteousness  is  ever  glorious.  His  intercession  ever  ascends. 
His  love  is  ever  the  same. 

"  His  love  no  end  or  measure  knows, 
No  change  can  turn  its  course ; 
BtemaUy  the  same  it  flows 
From  ono  immortal  source.** 

The  wood  of  the  cedar  of  Lebanon  was  fragrant  and  durable. 
Wherever  the  Heavenly  Bridegroom  reveals  Himself  to  His 
bride,  there  is  sure  to  oe  the  fragrance  of  covenant  blessing. 
'*  His  name  is  as  ointment  poured  forth "  (Song  i.  3).  The 
saints  are  counselled  to  **  walk  in  love,  as  Chnst  also  hath  loved 
themj  and  hath  given  Himself  for  them  an  offering  and  a  sacrifice 
to  God  for  a  sweet  smelling  savour"  (Eph.  v.  2).  His  fragrance 
and  durability  is  sweetly  set  forth  m  Psa.  xlv.  6—8 :  "  Thy 
throne,  0  God,  is  for  ever  and  ever:  the  sceptre  of  Thy 
kingdom  is  a  right  sceptre.     Thon  lovest  righteousness,  ana 
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)tate9t  ini^ity :  therefore  Ood,  thy  Ood,  hath  amnnted  Thed 
with  the  oil  of  gladness  above  Thy  fellows.  All  Thy  garments 
fmell  of  myrrh,  and  aloes,  and  cassia,  out  of  the  ivory  palaces^ 
ivhereby  they  have  made  Thee  glad.**  He  coveEs  His  whole 
Chnrch  with  His  sweet  peifame.  Wherever  the  great  King- 
Priest  is  known  in  the  sanctuary  as  the  Condaotor  of  the 
iitoigies  of  His  people,  and  ihe  Leader  of  their  praises,  there 

«  Sis  name,  as  precious  ointment  shed, 
Delights  the  Church  around  ; 
Sweetly  the  saered  odoQis  spread 
Thro*  all  Emmanuel's  gT<mnd.'* 

All  His  blessings  are  durable  as  Himself.  In  covenant  relation- 
ship with  His  people  He  says,  **  Durable  riches  and  righteousness 
are  with  Me  '*  (Prov.  viiL  18).  With  the  knowledge  and  enjoy- 
ment of  their  oneness  with  Him,  they  can  sing, 

<*  In  union  with  the  Lamb, 
From  condemnation  free. 
The  saints  from  eyerlasting  were, 
And  shall  for  ever  be." 

d^ntemplate  Him  as  we  may,  He  is  excellent  as  the  cedars. 
6mii  as  the  Head  of  the  new  creation.  He  is  greeted  thus  by 
His  regenerate  people :  **  0  LORD,  our  Lord,  how  excellent  is 
Thy  name  in  all  the  earth  1  who  hast  set  Thy  gloiy  above  the 
iieavens  "  (Pea.  viii.  1).  Known  as  the  Refuge  of  His  eternally 
'loved  ones,  they  cry  out, "  How  excellent  is  Tny  lovingkindnesSi 
O  God  1  Therefore  the  children  of  men  put  their  trust  under 
the  shadow  of  Thy  wings "  (Psa.  xxxvi.  7).  Blessed  with  a 
knowledge  so  precious,  we  cannot  restrain  our  feelings,  but  sine 
"with  the  ancient  Church,  "  Sing  unto  the  LORD  ;  for  He  hath 
done  excellent  things :  this  is  knovm  in  all  the  earth  "  (Isa. 
xii.  5). 

Blessed  with  the  favour  of  our  covenant  God  before  aO 
worlds,  redeemed  by  the  precious  blood  of  our  adorable 
Redeemer,  and  brought  by  the  anointing  of  the  ever-blessed 
Spirit  to  enjoy  His  company,  we  shall  delight  to  sit  at  His  feet, 
look  into  His  face,  admire  every  part  of  &b  sacred  person,  and 
rejoice  in  the  sweet  hope  that  by-and-bye,  when  sin  is  sunk  in 
eternal  oblivion,  when  sorrow  has  for  ever  ceased,  and  when 
suffering  shall  no  more  trouble  us,  in  the  land  of  eternal  bliss  and 
'blessedness, 

**  There  we  shall  see  His  face. 
And  never,  never  sin ; 
There,  from  the  rivers  (tf  His  grace, 
Dxiak  endless  pleasures  in.*' 

May  the  Lord  add  His  blessing.    Amen. 
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*  His  mouth  is  most  sweet.'* — Song  of  Solomon  y.  16. 

IN  God*8  good  providence  we  are  gathered  together  engsm  to 
meditate  upon  the  personal  beauties  of  our  Lord  Jesui 
Christ.  As  He  is  revealed  to  the  heart  b^  the  graoe  and 
indwelling  of  the  Holy  Ghosts  the  adoring  saint,  the  admiring 
bride  cries  out  in  tones  of  joj  and  gladness :  ^*  Whom  have  I  in 
heaven  but  Thee  ?  and  there  is  none  upon  earth  that  I  desire 
beside  Thee  *'  (Psalm  Ixxiii.  25).  In  the  exercise  of  His  own  indis- 
putable sovereignty,  He  is  pleased  sometimes  to  hide  Himself,  from 
the  gaze  of  those  who  are  near  and  dear  unto  Him,  behind  the 
strange  visitations  of  His  providenoe.  He  thus  brings  them  to 
experience  spirituid  desires  and  longings  after  Him,  as  expressed 
in  those  words  at  the  commencement  of  this  precious  Son^ : 
*^  Let  Him  kiss  me  with  the  kisses  of  His  mouth."  The  bride 
mentions  no  name,  but  says,  **Let  Ein^^^  as  though  all  the 
persons  to  whom  ebe  speaks  must  of  necessity  know  the  person 
of  whom  she  is  speaking,  and  possess  the  same  regard  for  Him 
with  herself.  She  does  not  say.  Let  Jesus,  Christ,  my  Husband, 
or  my  Saviour,  but  ''  Let  Him  kiss  me."  In  the  expression  of 
this  desire  there  is  evidently  a  felt  distance  from  Him  whom  her 
soul  truly  loves.  Yet,  in  a  moment  there  is  a  transition  from 
His  absence  to  His  presence,  as  denoted  in  the  last  clause  of  the 
verse :  **  Thy  love  is  better  than  wine."  From  a  seeming 
distance  she  is  brought  into  His  sacred  company.  From  desires 
for  His  communications  she  is  brought  to  the  delights  of  His 
embrace,  or,  which  is  still  better.  He  comes  with  ail  His  love 
and  grace  to  the  very  place  of  her  weakness,  ignorance,  and 
necessity,  and  graciously  reveals  Himself  to  her.  Blessed  with 
sweet  draughts  of  the  wine  of  His  love,  and  favOuted  with 
Na  14e.-Piioi  Om  PimiT.  Digfe,^  by  GoOglc 
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communion  with  Him,  she  says,  ^*  Thj  love  is  better  than  wine." 
Tou  will  find  this  to  be  the  experience  of  all  God's  children 
whose  spiritual  histories  are  recorded  in  this  blessed  Book. 
They  were  not  always  indulged  to  sit  at  the  feet  of  Jesus, 
neither  were  they  faToured  with  uninterrupted  revelations  of 
His  person y  offices,  and  work  to  their  heart;  they  were  not 
privileged  to  sit  continually  at  the  King's  table,  hearing  Him 
say,  "Eat,  0  friends,  drink,  yea,  drink  abundantly,  0  beloved;** 
they  were  not  always  dandled  upon  the  knees  of  eternal 
affection,  nor  unceasingly  reposing  upon  the  bosom  of  everlasting 
love.  The  mere  professor  Knows  nothing  of  those  experiences 
recorded  in  God's  vnitten  Word.  Abraham  went  through  a 
horror  of  great  darkness  (G^n.  xv.  12)  olb  well  as  rejoiced  in 
His  light  whose  day  he  saw  and  wa«  glad  (John  viii.  56); 
Jacob,  who  was  blessed  with  many  manifestations  of  JEHOVAH- 
JESUS'  love,  and  with  the  wrestling,  support,  and  strength  of 
the  covenant  Angel,  when  left  to  himself,  and  to  his  own 

f;loomy  surmisings,  exclaimed,  ^'All  these  things  are  agpainst  me'* 
Gen.  xlii.  36) ;  David,  who  was  ofttimes  blessed  with  access 
and  introduction  into  the  presence  of  his  God,  frequently 
mourned  His  absence,  and  with  longings  known  only  to  those 
who  are  experimentally  one  with  Him,  could  thus  express 
himself:  "0  God,  Thou  art  my  God;  early  will  I  seek  Thee  : 
my  soul  thirsteth  for  Thee,  my  flesh  longeth  for  Thee  in  a  dry 
and.  thirsty  land,  where  no  water  is.  To  see  Thy  power  and 
Thy  glory,  so  as  I  have  seen  Thee  in  the  sanctuary  "  (Psalm 
Ixiii.  1,  2^.  Notice  the  true  nature  of  this  experience :  "  My 
God,  early  will  I  seek."  What  would  he  seek?  Simply  a 
manifestation  or  evidence  of  an  interest  in  covenant  verities  t 
No.  Simply  for  a  token  for  good?  No;  but  ^'I  will  seek 
Thee."  A  living  person  alone  can  satisfy  a  loving  heart. 
Search  through  the  New  Testament,  and  you  will  find  the  same 
experience  recorded  there.  The  whole  of  the  epistles  by  Paul, 
Peter,  James,  John,  and  Jude  were  written  for  those  who  know 
that  in  themselves  they  are  but  vile  and  base,  and  are  brought 
into  a  true  understanding  of  that  experience  recorded  by  Paul 
in  Rom.  vii.  The  first  part  of  this  chapter  describes  a  convinced 
sinner  bowed  down  uncler  the  galling  yoke  of  the  law,  and  the 
weight  of  sin  discovered  by  the  convincing  power  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.  The  law  demands  a  perfect  obedience,  reveals  the 
inability  of  the  creature  to  give  it,  and  imparts  no  strength  to 
comply  with  its  demands.  The  second  part  of  the  chapter 
portrays  the  state  of  a  child  of  God  delivered  from  the  curse  of 
the  law,  but  distressed  with  the  discovery  of  a  law  of  sin  in  his 
members  bringing  him  into  captivity  thereto.  All  such  are 
taught  that  there  can  be  no  true  dehverance  from  the  body  of 
death,  until  it  pleases  God  in  the  riches  of  His  grace  to  divest 
the  spirit  of  the  burden  of  the  fleshy  and  land  it  safe  in  ever- 
lasting joy  and  felicity  up  yonder. 
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It  18  onr  priTiIege  this  morning  to  look  at  the  preoiona 
description  g^ven  of  her  Husband  bv  the  bride,  and,  in  hnmble 
dependence  upon  the  leading  of  God  the  eyer-blessed  Spirit, 
endeayour  to  find  out  the  spuitual  meaning  of  the  words  for 
our  comfort  and  edification. 

"  His  mouth  is  most  sweet." 

This  is  a  very  blessed  and  precious  declaration  to  tliose  who 
have  been  brought  into  personal  contact  and  communion  with 
the  great  and  glorious  Head  of  the  Church.  The  bride  passes 
from  admiring  the  commanding  appearance  of  her  loving 
Bridegroom,  which  we  have  considered  in  connection  with  the 
latter  part  of  the  previous  verse.  We  now  find  her  particu- 
larising that  part  ot  the  face  which  Ood  has  ordained  to  be  the 
means  of  communicating  the  mind,  desire,  love,  and  affection  of 
one  person  to  another,  especially  where  true  love  and  affection 
dwell.  Some  of  you  may  be  ready  to  say.  We  have  had  all 
this  before  from  the  words,  "  His  lips  like  Ulies  dropping  sweet 
smelling  myrrh."  Ah  I  my  dear  fnends,  you  may  rest  assured 
of  this,  that  the  two  portions  are  not  given  to  express  exactly 
the  same  truth.  There  is  something  different  and  disrinct  in 
each  to  open  up  some  precious  treasure  of  Divine  life  and  love. 
When  the  words — **-aw  mouth^^ — ^flow  from  the  lips  of  the 
loving  bride,  or  from  the  exercised  heart  of  a  sinner  saved  by 
sovereign  g^ace,  a  deeper  depth  of  spiritual  meaning,  and  a 
greater  fulness  of  Divine  truth  than  we  have  hitherto  found,  will 
most  assuredly  be  revealed  by  the  blessed  Spirit's  grace  for  our 
spiritual  instruction  and  edi6cation. 

^^H%8  maiUh.^*  In  considering  that  precious  metaphor — "J3t« 
lips  *' — we  found  they  referred  to  the  Words  of  grace,  life,  and 

Sower  which  flowed  from  the  lips  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
esus  Christ — words  of  rest,  refreshment,  and  consolation  to 
those  for  whom  they  were  spoken.  They  expressed  personal 
communication  with  Him.  Thev  are  not  communications  from 
a  distance,  conveyed  in  a  book  or  letter,  but  words  spoken 
directly  home,  begetting  personal  intercourse  and  communion. 
All  this  is  conveyed  in  the  words  of  JEHOVAH  by  the  prophet: 
**  So  shall  My  word  be  that  goeth  forth  out  of  My  mouth  (Isaiah 
Iv.  11).  Do  notice  that.  It  is  not  the  word  going  forth  out  of 
the  mouth  of  Isaiah,  Peter,  Paul,  or  any  of  His  own  sent 
servants,  for  oftentimes  we  find  that  the  words  of  God's  gracious 
servants  are  not  conveyed  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
our  hearts ;  but  the  words  which  go  forth  from  the  mouth  of  our 
great  and  gracious  Saviour  are  carried  by  His  almighty  power 
to  the  hearts  of  those  for  whom  they  were  designed,  who  shall 
be  abundantly  profited  and  refreshed  thereby.  This  reminds 
me  of  those  precious  words  of  Hart's : — 

**  Thongh  God's  election  is  a  truth, 
Snutll  comfort  there  I  see, 
Till  I  am  told  bj  Qod*8  own  month 
That  He  has  chosen  me.**  r^^^^T^ 
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A  redeemed  Ginner  who  can  sing  that  'witli  the  epmt  and  with 
tibe  understanding)  will  never  contend  for  liie  oare^  abstract 
theory  of  election,  but  for  the  living,  q)iriiaal  reality  wrought  in 
fa^  heart's  experience  by  the  grace  and  indwelling  of  God  the 
Holy  Ohost.  In  meditating  upon  the  words  of  our  text,  we  will 
endeavour  to  notice, — 

I. — His  oobimanos. 

IL— His  oommunioations. 

UL — His  comforts. 

I.— His  commands.  We  rejdce  in  the  dedaratioQ  of  the 
apostle,  ^<  His  commandments  are  not  grievous  "  (1  John  v.  3). 
The  commandments  of  a  covenant  Ood  in  Christ  are  not  griev- 
ous. But  mark  I  When  God's  commands  sounded  forth  from 
Sinai  and  came  home  with  convincing  power  to  our  hearts, 
destitute  of  the  knowledge  of  our  grace-union  to  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  we  considered  them  to  be  grievous  indeed.  They 
demanded  full,  perfect,  unsinning  obedience  to  every  jot  and 
tittle  of  the  Divine  law,  and  revealed  to  us  our  utter  weakness 
and  inability  to  fulfil  it.  The  denunciation  went  forth, 
*'  Cursed  is  every  one  that  continueth  not  in  all  things  written 
in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them "  (Gal.  iii.  10) ;  and  we 
discovered  the  painful  fact  that  we  had  not  continued  in  one 
thing  written  therein.  But  this  was  not  all,  we  found  our 
carnal  minds  to  be  enmity  against  God,  and  that  if  we  had  the 
power  to  obey  Him,  such  is  the  perverseness  of  our  will,  we 
would  not.  Yes,  such  is  the  depravity,  enmity,  and  incorrigi- 
bility of  the  natural  mind  of  man,  that  if  it  has  not  a  way  made 
ready  to  hand  of  sinning  against  God,  it  will  invent  one.  This 
is  truth,  not  only  written  in  this  Book,  but  also  in  the  experience 
of  every  Uving  child  of  God.  But  we  are  privileged  to  know 
and  contemplate  the  blessed  fact  that  the  commandments  of  a 
covenant  God  and  Father  in  Christ  are  not  grievous.  What  are 
His  commandments  t  Where  do  they  appear  in  this  Bookt 
When  are  they  spoken  home  to  the  heart  by  the  power,  grace, 
and  operation  of  God  the  ever-blessed  Spirit  ?  They  are  spoken 
home,  and  are  exceeding  precious  at  such  times  as  those  I  have 
been  describing  to  you.  in  times  of  want,  weakness,  weariness, 
and  woe,  His  commandments  are  not  ^evous.    He  gives  His 

Kople  to  experience  the  truthfulness  of  those  words  spoken  by 
m  as  recorded  in  John  xiv.  21 :  "  He  that  hath  My  command- 
ments, and  keepeth  them,  he  it  is  that  loveth  Me :  and  he  that 
loyeth  Me  shall  be  loved  of  My  Father,  and  I  will  love  him,  and 
will  manifest  Myself  to  him.''  With  so  glorious  a  declaration  as 
this  sounding  m  his  ears,  Judas,  not  Iscariot,  might  well  adc. 
''  Lord,  how  is  it  that  Thou  wilt  manifest  Thyself  unto  us,  and 
not  unto  the  world  ?  Jesus  answered  and  said  unto  him.  If  a 
man  will  love  Me,  he  mil  keep  My  words :  and  My  Father  will 
love  him,  and  We  will  come  unto  Him,  and  make  our  abode  with 
him.'^    See  I     '*ffe  will  keep  My  words.    He  hath  My  command- 
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fnenta  and  keepeth  them,**  These  are  words  of  grace  and  power 
BpK)ken  home  to  the  heart  of  elect,  redeemed,  and  i*ejj;enerate 
sinners — ^words  sweetly  whispered  in  the  ear  and  communicated 
by  the  grace  and  indwelling  of  Christ's  own  Spirit.  Can  he 
keep  them?  I  ask  you,  Are  you  able  to  keep  them?  You 
answer  me  at  once,  No,  I  am  not.  Neither  am  I.  Yet  I  do 
keep  them ;  but  it  is  by  His  grace  and  power  working  in  me. 
It  is  not  because  He  has  simply  put  me  in  trust  with  them,  but 
because  He  has  been  pleasea  to  bum  them  into  me  as  so  many 
gracious  brands  which  declare  whose  1  am  and  whom  I  serve, 
and  show  forth  in  the  face  of  all  my  enmity,  rebelliousness,  and 
base  declensions,  that  I  am  a  sinner  saved  by  sovereign  grace. 

'*  I  claim  no  meiit  of  my  own, 
But  self  condemned  before  Thy  throue, 

My  hopes  on  Jesns  place ; 
In  heart,  in  lip,  in  life  depraved.      ' 
My  theme  shall  be  a  sinner  saved, 

And  praise  redeeming  grace." 

Precious  and  blessed  are  Christ*s  commandments  to  those  who 
are  brought  into  spots  of  spiritual  necessity  known  only  to  the 
living  in  Jerusalem.  As  sin  is  revealed  in  its  true  nature  to  my 
awakened  soul,  as  I  see  it  in  God's  light  and  according  to  God's 
estimate,  ^'  exceeding  sinful,"  I  am  convinced  that  my  old  nature 
is  nothing  else  but  sin»  my  actions  are  all  sin,  and  in  everything 
that  springs  from  my  vile  nature  nothing  but  sin  is  seen.  Now, 
I  sing  not  as  once  I  did, 

"  Sin  is  mix'd  with  all  I  do," 

for  all  that  I  do  is  sin,  and  the  spiritual  knowledge  of  this  brin^ 
me  as  a  poor,  weary,  labouring,  and  heavy-laden  sinner  to  seek 
for  that  deliverance  and  rest  which  comes  alone  from  a  covenant 
God  in  Christ.  What  commandment  will  suit  me  in  such  a 
pliffht  as  this?  One  that  bids  me  behave  myself?  One  that 
insists  upon  my  circumspection  and  obedience  ?  No !  Such 
commandments  would  surely  drive  me  mad.  I  speak  honestly 
in  the  presence  of  His  sacred  Majesty.  But  this  precious  new 
covenant  commandment  will  do  for  me,  "  Come  unto  Me,  all  ye 
that  labour  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest " 
(Matt  xi.  28).  Some  are  pleased  to  style  this  an  invitation  of 
the  Gospel,  but  mere  invitations  will  never  do  for  incorrigibles, 
nor  for  those  who  know  their  own  vileness,  the  enmity  of  their 
carnal  minds,  and,  like  Daniel,  whose  comeliness  is  turned  into 
corruption.  Know  ye  anything  of  such  an  experience  as  this  ? 
Even  now  my  heart  melts  within  me  as  I  remember  the  heart- 
felt confession  of  one  who  said,  *^  I  have  taken  a  little  comfoil 
to  myself  as  I  have  heard  you  quote  those  words, — 

"  *  *Tis  a  point  I  long  to  know 

(Oft  it  cames  anxious  thought), 
Do  I  lore  the  Lord,  or  no  ? 
Am  I  His,  or  am  I  not  V  (^  ] 
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But  the  devil  has  set  upon  me,  and  I  am  forced  to  the  oonclusion 
that  I  have  been  gratifying  my  own  fleshly  feelings  while  I  have 
no  part  or  lot  in  the  matter  of  His  grace."  My  dear  friends, 
those  who  are  brought  into  such  spots  of  spiritual  desolation, 
and  have  come  to  the  end  of  the  appointed  time  of  their  spiritual 
captivity,  will  gladly  welcome  tnis  covenant  commana  when 
spoken  home  from  the  mouth  of  a  precious  Christ,  '*  Come  unto 
Me,  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy-laden,  and  I  will  give  you 
rest."  What  rest  is  this  ?  It  is  rest  from  all  legal  endeavours,  typi- 
fied in  the  rest  the  children  ot  Israel  enjoyed  from  the  brick-kilns, 
the  furnace,  and  the  task-masters  of  Egypt.  But  the  trials  and 
temptations  of  the  wilderness  must  be  encountered  and  endured; 
hence  the  Lord  Jesus,  in  His  loving  omniscience,  continues  His 
commanding,  **  Take  My  yoke  upon  you,  and  learn  of  Me ;  for  I 
am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart ;  and  ye  shall  find  rest  unto  your 
souls'^  Notice  the  two  rests,  '*  /  will  aive  you  rest,'  and  ''ye  shall 
find  restJ^  ''  I  will  give  you  rest "  from  all  labouring  on  legal 
ground,  from  all  distress  through  the  law's  demands.  But  as 
you  experience  rest  from  the  law's  exactions  and  execrations, 
you  shall  experience  restlessness  from  your  restless  flesh  and 
from  the  seemingly  untoward  circumstances  surrounding  you. 
Yet  here,  again  and  again,  ''you  shall  find  rest  unto  your 
souls.'''  This  rest  lies  in  the  glorious  fact  that  a  precious  (^hrist 
has  not  only  performed  all  legal  things  for  me  on  the  ground  of 
law,  but  that  He  performs  all  spiritual  things  in  me  on  the 
ground  of  grace.  All  that  I  have  to  take  into  the  presence  of 
my  God  for  my  acceptance  with  Him,  is  not  of  my  own  fleshly 

E reduction,  but  wholly  in  Christ,  and  that  revealed  to  my  heart 
y  the  grace,  indwelling,  and  power  of  God  the  ever-blessed 
Spirit.  For  this  I  bless,  praise,  and  adore  Him,  and  glory  in  the 
fact  that  **His  commandments  are  not  grievous.*'  On  new 
covenant  ground  they  are  exceeding  precious  and  comforting 
to  my  soul.  Ofttimes  the  children  of  God  are  cast  down  because 
of  the  repeated  discovery  of  guilt,  corruption,  and  depravity  in 
their  daily  walk  through  the  wilderness.  Their  pilgrim  feet  are 
ofttimes  soiled  with  the  mud  and  mire  of  this  world,  yet  the 
glorious  truth  holds  good,  *^  If  we  walk  in  the  light,  as  He  is  in 
the  light,  we  have  fellowship  one  with  another,  and  the  blood 
of  Jesus  Christ  His  Son  cleanseth  us  from  all  sin"  (I  John  i.  7). 
Mark  you  1  it  does  not  say  hath  cleansed  us  from  all  sin.  That  is 
a  glorious  truth.  We  are  cleansed  and  shall  never  appear  in  the 
presence  of  an  all-holy  God  anything  else  but  pure,  white,  and 
clean  in  the  person  of  Jesus,  but  day  by  day  we  realise  the 
painful  fact  that  in  our  joumeyings  our  feet  are  soiled  and  our 
garments  are  filthy,  which  cause  our  joys  to  decline  and  our 
comforts  to  fade  away.  Instead  of  the  righteousness  of  Jesus, 
the  unrighteousness  of  self  is  presented  to  our  view  ;  instead  of 
the  enjoyment  of  His  love,  our  own  enmity  is  experienced; 
instead  of  His  consolations,  our  own  misery  is  felt.     We  write 
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bitter  things  against  onreelves,  and  almost  cut  ourselves  off 
from  all  hope  when  the  covenant  command  comes  forth  from 
the  mouth  of  our  adorable  Lord,  "  Come,  now,  and  let  us  reasou 
together,  though  your  sins  be  as  scarlet,  they  shall  be  as  white 
as  snow ;  though  they  be  red  like  crimson,  they  shall  be  as  wool  " 
(Isaiah  i.  18).  The  sense  and  realisation  of  what  we  are- in  our- 
selves is  frequently  a  terrible  burden  to  us ;  but  even  here  He 
comes  with  His  gracious  command,  "  Cast  thy  burden  upon  the 
LORD,  and  He  shall  sustain  thee  "  (Psalm  Iv.  22).  Why,  say 
some  of  yon,  I  believe  I  have  been  enabled  to  cast  my  burden 
upon  Him  again  and  again,  but  it  seems  to  return  as  weighty 
and  heavy  as  ever.  1  appear  not  to  get  rid  of  it  at  all.  Neither 
will  you  while  you  are  in  the  flesh.  This  casting  will  continue 
all  your  journey  through.  If  your  burden  is  cast  upon  your 
gracious  LORD,  who  has  lovingly  commanded  you  to  do  so,  you 
cannot  be  in  a  spot  of  His  creation,  but  there  you  will  know  that 
He  is  one  with  you  and  you  are  one  with  Him.  If  He  is  in  you 
and  you  are  in  Him,  you  can  never  be  rid  of  that  which  you  roll 
upon  Him  while  here  below.  It  is  like  Simon  of  Cyrene  bearing 
the  cross  of  Jesus.  Did  Simon  bear  the  cross  alone?  He  did 
not.  Spiritual  fellowship  with  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  His 
sufferings  must  be  experienced  by  all  the  regenerate  children  of 
God,  who  shall,  and  must,  be  taught  the  preciousness  of  that 
wonderful  declaration  in  1  Cor. x.  13:  "There  hath  no  tempta- 
tion taken  you  but  such  as  is  common  to  man :  but  God  is 
faithful,  who  will  not  suffer  you  to  be  tempted  above  that  ye 
are  able ;  but  will  with  the  temptation  also  make  a  way  to 
escape,  that  ye  may  be  able  to  bear  it."  That  is  a  strange 
escaping,  unknown  to  all  out  of  Christ.  Escaping  temptations, 
yet  bearing  them  all  the  time.  Again,  the  tried  and  tempted 
pilgrim  is  often  hungering  and  thirsting,  not  after  mere  services, 
institutions,  ordinances,  tokens,  or  evidences,  which  are  all  very 
well  in  their  place ;  professors,  hypocrites,  and  make-believes 
seek  after  these  with  avidity ;  but  the  living  child  of  God  seeks 
for  something  more,  even  God  Himself.  This  you  will  see  in  the 
experience  of  David,  as  recorded  in  Psalm  xlii.  1,  2  :  '*  As  the 
hart  panteth  after  the  water  brooks,  so  panteth  my  soul  after 
Thee,  0  God.  My  soul  thirsteth  for  God,  for  the  living  God  ; 
when  shall  I  come  and  appear  before  God?"  To  all  such, 
gracious  covenant  commands  shall  never  be  wanting.  Where 
are  they  ?  Look  at  that  blessed  one  in  Isaiah  Iv.  1 :  **  Ho,  every 
one  that  thirsteth,  come  ye  to  the  waters,  and  he  that  hath  no 
money ;  come  ye,  buy,  and  eat ;  yea,  come,  buy  wine  and  milk 
without  money  and  without  price."  But,  say  you,  according  to 
the  preface  to  the  chapter,  these  words  form  an  exhortation  of 
the  prophet's.  To  this,  I  answer,  A  true  prophet  of  the  Lord 
sounds  forth  that  which  the  Lord  communicates.  If  this  is  not 
sufficient,  turn  to  John  vii.  37,  where  you  read :  "  In  the  last  day, 
that  great  day  of  the  feast,  Jesus  stood  and  cried,  saying,  If  any 
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man  thirst,  let  him  come  unto  Me,  and  drink.  He  that  belie veth 
on  Me,  as  the  Scripture  hath  said,  out  of  his  belly  shall  flow 
rivers  of  living  water."  This  is  a  covenant  command  from  the 
mouth  of  a  precious  Christ,  in  which  both  grace  and  power 
combine  to  draw  forth  willing  obedience  from  the  hearts  of  His 
thirsting  disciples.  In  these  commands  we  have  some  opening 
up  of  that  sweet  metaphor — *'  His  mouthJ' 

II.— His  COMMUNICATIONS.  His  words  and  commands,  how- 
ever sweet  and  pleasant  they  may  be,  do  not  fully  meet  the 
deep  and  inexpressible  cravings  of  the  Divine  nature  in  the 
living  children  of  God.  Tell  me,  will  words,  though  they  be 
expressions  of  love  and  affection,  satisfy  the  heart  of  a  fond  and 
faithful  wife  ?  You  know  very  well  they  will  not.  What  more 
is  needed  ?  Loving  communications.  You  have  these  sweetly 
expressed  in  chap.  i.  2  :  "  Let  Him  kiss  me  with  the  kisses  of 
His  mouth."  Here  we  see  the  mouth  of  the  heavenly  Bride- 
groom en^ged  in  communicating  His  everlasting  love.  His 
untold  and  unutterable  aff*ection  to  His  Church  and  people. 
Mark!  Affection  unutterable!  Love  untold!  Yet  both 
graciously  communicated  by  unmistakable  signs.  The  kiss  of 
the  mouth  in  Scripture  is  a  token  of 

1.  Affection, 

2.  Reconciliation. 

3.  Acceptance, 

4.  Approbation, 

1.  Affection.  In  turning  to  a  few  portions  of  God's  Word 
we  shall  see  what  a  kiss  really  and  truly  denotes.  Turn  with 
me  to  Gen.  xxix.  9 — 11 :  "And  while  he  yet  spake  with  them, 
Rachel  came  with  her  father's  sheep  :  for  she  kept  them.  And 
it  came  to  pass,  when  Jacob  saw  Rachel  the  daugnter  of  Laban, 
his  mother's  brother,  that  Jacob  went  near,  and  rolled  the  stone 
from  the  well's  mouth,  and  watered  the  flock  of  Laban  his 
mother's  brother.  And  Jacob  kissed  Rackety  and  lifted  up  his 
voicCy  and  wept.**  What  was  all  that  kissing  and  crying  about  ? 
Something  which  words  could  never  express,  which  mere  artic- 
ulations could  not  convey.  I  do  not  think  Rachel  ever  forgot 
that  kiss  as  long  as  she  lived,  and  you  may  rest  assured  that  in 
it  the  affection  of  Jacob's  whole  soul  went  forth  to  the  one 
object  of  his  love.  But  where  is  the  spiritual  truth  ?  It  is  in 
the  revelation  of  a  precious  Christ  to  our  hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghost, 
giving  us  to  know  the  glorious  fact,  that  He  has  loved  us  with  an 
everlasting  love.  Look  at  that  precious  communication  made  to 
the  weeping  prophet  in  Jer.  xxxi.  3 :  •'  The  LORD  hath  appeared  of 
old,'*  OTjfrom  afavj  "unto  me."  The  prophet  did  not  realise  a 
present  God :  but  He  revealed  Himself  to  him  in  a  moment.  The 
word  "  saying  "  ought  not  to  be  there.  It  is  an  interpolation. 
"Yea,  I  have  loved  thee  with  an  everlasting  love:  therefore 
with  lovingkindness  have  I  drawn  thee."  Or,  **have  T  extended 
Umngldndness  unto  thee**    How  does  He  extend  lovingkindness 
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onto  His  bride,  the  Ohnroh  1  By  the  sweet  klaseB  of  His  month, 
which  are  the  exceeding  great  and  precious  promises  of  a 
oorenant  God  in  Himself  conveyed  and  applied  to  the  heart  by 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

2.  Seeoneiliation.  If  yon  will  turn  to  Gen.  xxxiii.  1 — 4,  you 
will  find  Jacob  fall  of  trouble  and  anxiety  for  the  safety  of  his 
wives  and  httle  ones.  Esau,  whom  he  expects  to  meet  full  of 
rag^  and  fury  with  him,  to  take  vengeance  upon  him  for  taking 
away  his  blessing  and  birthright,  is  dfrawin^  nigh.  Jacob  fears 
that  all  things  are  against  him,  and,  with  his  usual  tact,  divides 
his  family  into  companies.  He  puts  the  handmaidens  and  their 
children  first,  then  Leah  and  her  children,  *'and  Rachel  and 


Joseph  hindermost.''  In  this  we  see  his  youthful  love  cropping 
up.  ^^And  he  passed  over  before  them,  and  bowed  himself  to 
the  ground  seven  times,  until  he  came  near  his  brother.    And 


Esau  ran  to  meet  Mm,  and  embraced  him,  and  fell  on  his  neei,  and 
.  kissed  him,  and  they  wept"  Here  we  see  the  kiss  to  be  a  token  of 
reconciliation.  And  is  it  not  a  marvellous  fact,  only  apprehended 
by  the  gracious  teaching  of  the  Holv  Ghost,  that,  "  when  we 
were  enemies  we  were  reconciled  to  (S-od  by  the  death  of  His 
Son,"  and,  "  much  more,  being  reconciled,  we  shall  be  saved  by 
His  life?  "  (Rom.  v.  10.)  In  every  portion  of  the  New  Testament 
Scriptures  where  the  words  reconciliationj  reconciling^  or  reconciled 
occur,  the  reconciliation  is  always  on  the  part  of  the  creature,  for 
God  in  His  nature  and  attributes  knows  nothing  of  mutation  ot 
change.  He  is  a  God  of  everlasting  love.  In  the  pan^  of  the 
new  birth,  the  poor  sinner  with  his  God  is  like  Jacoo  with  Esau, 
he  expects  to  meet  a  God  all  frowns,  but  he  sees  a  God  all  smiles. 
He  beholds  a  God  full  of  compassion.  He  enjoys  the  com- 
panionship of  a  God  full  of  love.  God*s  love  in  Christ  Jesus  is 
ever  overaowing,  but  inexpressible,  unspeakable,  unutterable. 
It  is  sweetlv  described  by  Paul  in  Eph.  iii.  17—19 :  "  That 
Christ  may  dwell  in  your  hearts  by  faith ;  that  ye,  being  rooted 
and  grounded  in  love,  may  be  able  to  comprehend  with  all 
saints,  what  is  the  breadth,  and  len^h,  and  depth,  and  height ; 
and  to  know  the  love  of  Christ  which  passeth  Imowledge,  that 
ye  might  be  filled  with  all  the  fulness  of  God." 

8.  Acceptance.  Now  turn  to  that  precious  portion  in  Luke 
XV.  11—32.  The  young  prodigal  in  a  far  country  comes  to 
himself,  thinks  of  his  father  s  house  and  of  his  father's  love.  He 
says,  '<  I  will  arise  and  go  to  my  father,  and  will  sav  unto  him, 
Father,  I  have  sinned  against  heaven,  and  before  tnee,  and  am 
no  more  worthy  to  be  called  thy  son,  make  me  as  one  of  thy 
hired  servants.  And  he  arose  and  came  to  his  father.  Bat 
when  he  was  yet  a  ^reat  way  off,  his  father  saw  Atm."  You  may 
depend  upon  it,  when  we  were  a  great  way  off  in  our  un- 
regeneracy,  and  now  ofttimes  when  we  are  a  great  way  off  in 
our  experience,  feelings,  and  judgment,  He  sees  us  and  knows 
$31  about  us.    '*And  had  compassion,  and  fan,  and  &U  on  his 
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neok,  and  kissed  him."  As  the  Yaliast  but  now  glorified  William 
Parks  once  said,  '*  The  father  stopped  his  legal  and  blubbering 
mouth  with  his  own  sweet  kiss  of  acceptance.''  The  son  could 
say  nothing  concerning  service  while  the  father  hung  upon  his 
neck.  He  could  not  say,  "Make  me  as  one  of  thy  hired 
servants.*'  What  is  there  so  precious,  so  blessed,  so  sweet  as 
the  communications  of  covenant  love  from  the  lips  of  our 
gracious  Husband  and  Head  ? 

4.  Appreciation  and  approbation.  These  we  shall  see  revealed 
in  this  precious  metaphor.  Turn  to  Prov.  xxiv.  26 :  **  Every 
man  shall  kiss  his  lips  that  giveth  a  right  answer."  Look  at 
this  according  to  the  margin,  **  Every  man  shall  kiss  his  lips  thcU 
anmoereth  right  wordsJ"  Who  giveth  a  right  answer?  Who 
answereth  right  words  t  None  but  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
and  every  man  loved  with  an  everlasting  love,  elect  of  God, 
redeemed  b^  His  most  precious  blood,  and  regenerated  by  the 
grace  and  mdwelUnj^  of  God  the  Holy  Ghost,  shall  kiss  His 
Jips.  But  look  at  it  in  this  light.  Lips  that  give  a  right 
answer  shall  be  kissed.  The  sinner  who  has  been  brought  and 
taught  by  the  Holy  Ghost  to  know  and  confess  himself  a  sinner 
vile  and  base,  and  who  makes  a  clean  breast  of  all  that  he  is 
and  all  that  he  has  in  the  sight  of  infinite  excellency,  shall  be 
kissed  bv  the  lips  of  a  precious  Christ,  by  which  he  shall  know, 
that  in  the  face  of  all  his  sin,  enmity,  and  incorrigibility,  he  is  a 
loved  one  in  the  house  of  the  Father,  approved  in  Christ,  and 
appreciated  for  His  sake  by  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost. 
Before  dismissing  this  part  of  the  subject  let  me  ask  you  to 
notice  that  sweet  incident  in  the  life  of  Joseph,  recorded  in  Gen. 
xlv.  14.  His  brethren  hesitated  to  come  near  to  him,  until  he 
made  himself  known  to  them.  Then  *'  he  fell  upon  his  brother 
Benjamin's  neck,  and  wept ;  and  Benjamin  wept  upon  his  neck. 
Moreover  he  kissed  all  his  brethren,  and  wept  upon  them :  and 
after  that  his  brethren  talked  with  him."     Enow  ye  aught  of  the 

Sdritual  truth  couched  beneath  this  precious  portion  of  God's  most 
oly  Word  ?  Have  you  been  favoured  with  the  kisses  of  His 
mouth  t  In  them  are  expressed  the  Father's  unchanging 
affection  to  His  children,  their  reconciliation  to  Him,  tneir 
acceptance  before  Him,  and  His  approbation  and  appreciation  of 
them  in  all  their  failings.  Have  you  experienced  aught  of  this? 
Then  you  may  rest  assured  that  that  last  clause  will  be  true  in 
your  experience,  "After  that  his  brethren  talked  with  Idnu'  You  will 
never  be  satisfied  with  anything  short  of  a  little  bit  of  talk  with 
Jesus,  that  you  may  communicate  to  Him  in  your  confessions, 
desires,  and  longings,  your  helplessness,  that  He  may  impart 
unto  you  His  strength.  You  Jove  to  make  known  to  Him  your 
necessity,  that  He  may  open  up  to  vou  that  all-fulness  which  the 
Father  has  treaaured  up  in  Himself.  You  acknowledge  to  Him 
your  foolishness,  while  He  reveals  Himself  to  you  as  your 
Wisdom.    You  seek  occasions  to  breathe  to  Him  the  tale  <^ 
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your  sins  and  iniquities,  while  He  sweetly  whispers  to  your 
anxious  eonl,  "/  am  thy  aalvationJ^ 
III.— His  C50B1F0RTS. 

^*Hi8  mouth!^  Consult  the  margin  of  your  Bible,  and  you 
will  find  these  words  rendered,  "i3t«  palate.^*  This  is  that  part 
of  the  mouth  whioh  tastes,  tests,  and  proves  the  purity  and 
sweetness  of  Zion's  provisions.  We  have  a  glorious  truth  in 
this.  Here  it  is.  All  that,  we  spiritually  receive  and  retain, 
and  which  we  shall  carry  home  to  glory  with  us,  comes  directly 
from  the  mouth  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  All  spiritual  blessings 
communicated  to  Him  before  the  worlds  were  framed,  every 
word  of  comfort,  life,  light,  and  liberty,  every  design  of 
covenant  mercy,  must  be  spoken  home  to  the  heart  from  the 
mouth  of  the  infallible  Taster  and  Tester.  He  will  not  allow  us 
to  taste  and  try  for  ourselves  before  He  has  graciously  gone 
before  us.  We  are  composite  creatures — nature  and  grace — 
flesh  and  spirit — and  it  is  marvellous  how  the  flesh  ofttimes 
seems  to  prevail  over  the  spirit.  We  come  to  fleshly  con- 
clusions in  reference  to  spiritual  things,  but  the  glorious  fact 
holds  good  that  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  purity  and  perfection 
reign.  He  could  say,  *•  The  prince  of  this  world  cometh  and 
hatfi  nothing  in  Me  "  (John  xiv.  30).  Everything  communicated 
by  Him  to  His  people  is  pure,  holy,  just,  and  good.  Everything 
that  He  Himself  tasted  in  the  school  of  human  suffering,  as  the 
Surety  of  the  covenant,  the  Father  s  righteous  Servant,  and  the 
elder  Brother  of  His  people  to  be  bestowed  upon  them,  He 
graciously  communicates  to  them,  and  gives  the  blessed 
assurance  that  they  shall  stand  the  test  of  the  world's  conflagra- 
tion, when  He  shall  say  to  all  hypocrites  and  fleshly  professors, 
**  1  never  knew  you ;  depart  from  Me,  ye  that  work  iniquity  " 
(Matt.  vii.  21—23). 

"  Hi8  mouth.*^  This  may  mean  His  breath.  His  Spirit.  You 
know  the  plaintive  cry  of  Job  in  His  affliction  :  "  My  breath  is 
strange  to  my  wife "  (Job  xix.  17).  Was  there  ever  a  time 
when  the  Lord  could  say  the  same  concerning  those  in  covenant 
relationship  with  Him  1  I  answer.  Yes.  You  will  find  proof  of 
this  in  Neh.  ix. ;  Psalm  Ixxviii.,  cvi. ;  Isaiah  Ux. ;  Jer.  lii.,  and 
the  whole  of  the  prophecy  of  Hosea.  In  each  of  these  portions 
you  will  see  the  bride,  the  Church,  God's  Ephraim,  God*s  Israel, 
wandering  after  other  lovers.  The  blessings  of  His  providing 
become  nauseous  to  her.  The  communications  of  His  mouth 
contain  no  sweetness  for  her.     Yet  for  all  this, 

"  His  i8  love  that  never  falters. 
Always  to  its  object  true.** 

The  breath  of  His  mouth  in  Scripture  means  His  Spirit.  "  By 
the  Word  of  the  LORD  were  the  heavens  made,  and  all  the  host 
of  them  by  the  Breath  of  His  mouth  "  (Psalm  xxxiii.  6).  In 
creation,  and  in  the  new  creation,  all  things  are  produced  and 
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presenred  by  tho  Spirit  of  Christ.  Elihn  said,  **  The  Spirit  of 
God  hath  made  me,  and  Uie  Breath  of  the  Almighty  hath  given 
me  life  "  (Job  xxxiii.  4).  This  is  precious  indeed.  The  com- 
mnnications  of  God  the  Holy  Ghost  are  the  life  and  preservation 
of  our  spirits  (Job  x.  12).  See  how  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  states 
this  in  His  last  address  to  His  disdoles  before  His  death :  "  And 
I  willpray  the  Father,  and  He  shall  give  you  another  Comforter, 
that  He  may  abide  with  you  for  ever ;  even  the  Spirit  of  truth ; 
whom  the  world  cannot  receive,  bec€tuse  it  seeth  Him  not, 
neither  knoweth  Him :  but  ye  know  Him :  for  He  dwelleth  with 

Su,  and  shall  be  in  you  ^  (John  xiv.  16,  17).  Again,  **  But  the 
mforter,  which  is  the  Holy  Ghost,  whom  the  Father  will  send 
in  My  name,  He  shall  teach  you  all  things,  and  bring  all  things 
to  your  remembrance,  whatsoever  I  have  said  unto  you  "  (ver. 
26).  However  forgetful  we  may  be,  one  with  Christ  and 
blessed  with  the  teaching  of  His  Spirit,  we  can  never  perish  for 
lack  of  knowledge.  Look  at  chap.  xv.  26:  ''But  when  the 
Comforter  is  come,  whom  I  will  send  unto  you  from  the  Father, 
even  the  Spirit  of  truth,  which  proceedeth  from  the  Father,  He 
shall  testify  of  Me."  Where  ?  In  our  heart's  experience,  when 
sin  seems  to  deluge  every  spiritual  faculty  of  the  soul,  and  cor- 
ruptions seethe  and  surge  within  us.  He  then  graciously  directs 
our  minds  from  self  to  Christ,  from  mn  to  salvation,  and  from 
our  miseries  to  His  covenant  mercies.  Look  also  at  chap.  xvL 
13 :  ^'  Howbeit  when  He,  the  Spirit  of  truth,  is  come,  He  will 
guide  you  into  all  truth :  for  He  shall  not  speak  of  Himself;  but 
whatsoever  He  shall  hear,  that  shall  He  speak:  and  He  will 
show  you  things  to  come."  His  breath  is  most  sweet.  His 
Spirit  s  communications  are  most  precious. 

*^  His  mouthJ*  His  intercession.  Blessings  on  His  name, 
**He  ever  lives  to  make  intercession  for  us"  (Heb.  vii.  25). 
^  And  Jesus  lifted  up  His  eyes,  and  said.  Father,  I  thank  Thee 
that  Thou  hast  heard  Me.  And  I  knew  that  Thou  hearest  Me 
always"  (John  xi.  41,  42).  He  opens  His  mouth  for  His  poor 
dumb  people.  He  pleads  the  cause  of  the  afflicted.  He  main- 
tains tne  right  of  the  poor.  His  intercession  consists  not  in 
pleas  and  desires,  but  in  demands  and  commands.  See  John 
xvii.  24 :  "  Father,  I  will  that  they  also,  whom  Thou  hast  given 
Me,  be  with  Me  where  I  am ;  that  thev  mav  behold  My  glory, 
which  Thou  hast  given  Me;  tor  Thou  lovedst  Me  before 
the  foundation  of  the  world.  Look  at  this  in.  the  light  of 
the  preceding  verse :  ^^  I  in  them,  and  Thou  in  Me,  that  they 
may  be  made  perfect  in  one ;  and  that  the  world  may  know  that 
Thou  hast  sent  Me,  and  hast  loved  them,  as  Thou  hast  loved 
Me."  Here  we  may  well  exclaim,  *^ His  mouth  is  most  sweet** 
Every  command,  communication,  or  comfort  flowing  from  Hie 
mouth  to  His  people,  when  enjoyed  by  them,  is  inexpressibly 
and  inconceivably  sweet.  If  tmsis  true  in  time,  what  will  it  be 
in  eternity  Y 
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"  Yea,  He  is  altogether  lorely." — Song  of  Solomon  v.  16. 

IN  the  description  which  the  bride  and  each  individual  child 
of  the  living  God  gives  to  the  question  asked  :  '*  What  is 
thy  Beloved  more  than  another  beloved,  0  thou  fairest  among 
women?"  she  says  not  one  word  derogatory  to  the  office, 
work,  or  words  of  her  adorable  Head  and  Husband.  Such  are 
the  revelations  He  has  given  of  Himself  to  her  and  in  her, 
that  she  cannot  do  anything  else  but  speak  His  praises  and 
sound  forth  His  glories  and  excellencies.  She  speaks  of  His 
general  appearance  :  He  is  white,  pure  in  His  person  and  in  His 
works.  He  is  ruddy :  there  we  behold  the  glorious  perfection 
of  His  sufferings  on  the  behalf  of  His  bride.  She  goes  on  to 
describe  what  He  is  from  the  head  to  the  feet.  '^  He  is  the 
chiefest  among  ten  thousand."  Do  men  speak  to  her  of  kings  ? 
He  is  the  Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth.  Are  saints  brought 
before  her  view  ?  He  is  the  King  of  saints.  Are  sinners  pre- 
sented ?  The  glorious  doctrine  of  suretyship  and  substitution 
presents  Him  before  her  gaze,  even  as  the  chiefest  among  sinners 
— the  chiefest  of  all  those  whose  sins  He  took  to  Himself  and 
whose  sufferingsand  sorrows  He  bore  in  Hisown  adorable  person. 
Are  angels  presented  t  He  is  the  covenant  Angel,  and  the  Head 
of  all  principality  and  power.  Whatever  name  greets  her  ears, 
however  excellent  it  may  be,  she  knows  that  He  has  a  name 
which  is  above  every  name,  at  which  every  knee  in  heaven,  on 
earth,  and  in  hell  must  and  shall  bow.  It  matters  not  whether 
persons  or  things  are  spoken  of,  Christ  Himself  has  the  pre- 
eminence in  her  estimation,  knowledge,  and  experience.  ^'His 
liead  "  dtsplavs  to  her  His  glorious  sovereignty,  and  with  the 
revelation  of  this  precious  fact,  mark  you,  any  other  Christ 
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which  may  be  j^resented  to  the  gaze  of  the  true-bom  child  of  God 
is  but  an  ima^ary  being,  mthout  the  sovereignfrjr  of  God's 
Christ,  there  is  no  Christ  for  rae.  Without  the  manifestation  of 
His  majesty  and  His  kingly  character,  what  would  be  all  His 
attempts  to  save,  and  with  all  He  did  and  accomplished  here  on 
earth,  what  would  He  be  t  Onlj  the  makensport  of  hell,  and 
Satan  himself  would  be  able  to  twit  Him  with  the  fact  that  he  had 
thwarted  Him  in  the  accomplishment  of  the  Father^s  purpose. 
But  it  is  our  mercy  to  know  that  the  Christ  of  God  wnom  we 
adore,  and  who  has  blessedly  been  revealed  to  our  hearts  by  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  is  that  One  who  now  sits  on  the 
throne  of  the  Father,  reigning  and  ruling  over  all  things  for  His 
Father's  glory,  the  honour  of  the  Spirit,   and    the    eternal 

E reservation  and  glorification  of  all  those  given  into  His  sacred 
ands. 

'*  His  locks,  bushy  and  black  as  a  raven."  Here  we  find  His 
determinations,  decrees,  purposes,  and  promises,  all  stable,  firm, 
and  substantial. 

*^His  eyesy*  manifesting  His  omniscience,  which  has  ever  to 
do  with  every  state,  want,  and  necessity  experienced  by  His 
pilgrim  people  here  below. 

''His  cheeks:'  The  revelation  of  JEHOVAH'S  mind  and  will 
in  His  gracious  face,  according  to  the  apostle's  statement  in  2 
Cor.  iv. :  "  For  God,  who  commanded  the  light  to  shine  out  of 
darkness,  hath  shined  in  our  hearts,  to  give  the  light  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ." 
Only  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ  can  salvation,  security,  and 
sympathy  be  experienced. 

"  His  lips  dropping  sweet  smelling  myrrh."  His  words  of 
grace  blessedly  spoken  home  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
communicating  life,  love,  light,  and  liberty. 

''His  hands,  gold  rings  set  with  beryls."  These  speak  of 
His  work.  His  performances  and  achievements  for  His  people, 
by  which  the  whole  election  of  grace  are  perfectly  secured  and 
eternally  saved. 

"J?i5  belly y^  or  His  heart,  "bright  ivory  overlaid  with 
sapphires."  There  we  see  the  purity  of  the  affection  which  ever 
flows  forth  from  Him  to  those  who  are  the  objects  of  the  Father's 
choice,  of  His  own  redeeming  grace,  and  the  fruit  of  the  travail 
of  His  soul. 

"His  legsj  as  pillars  of  marble,  set  upon  sockets  of  fine  ^Id." 
The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  the  Bearer  of  all  things  for  His  children. 
All  things,  creation  itself,  existing  for  the  Church's  sake.  The 
stability  of  Christ  was  such  as  caused  Him  to  bear,  without 
failure,  fault,  or  flaw,  all  the  accumulated  sin,  iniquity,  and  trans- 
gression of  His  people.  He  bore  them  all  in  gloomy,  darkGeth- 
semane  and  on  cursed  Calvary.  He  bears  the  whole  election  of 
grace,  and  holds  them  securely  in  His  adorable  person  in  the  face  of 
all  the  blasts  from  hell  and  the  withering  influences  with  which 
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thej  may  be-snrronnded,  the  sin8  which  may  distress  them,  and 
the  corruptions  which  may  seethe  and  surge  within  them. 

^'^His  countenance  as  Lebanon,  excellent  as  the  cedars."  The 
general  appearance  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  excellent,  glorious, 
and  comely  as  Lebanon  and  its  cedars.  He  is  high,  lifted  up, 
and  exalted  above  all  praise  and  blessing  in  the  estimation  of 
His  people. 

^^Hie  mouth  is  most  sweet."  Not  simply  the  words  which 
flow  from  His  mouth,  but  the  communications  of  His  lips,  as  set 
before  us  in  chap.  i.  2 :  ''  Let  Him  kiss  me  with  the  kisses  of 
His  mouHi:  Thy  love  is  better  than  wine."  Let  Him  communi- 
cate to  me  the  blessings  which  the  Father  has  given  to  Him  for 
me.  *  Let  me  have  the  blessed  realisation  of  His  affection^  as 
Jacob  kissed  Rachel  and  '*  lifted  up  his  voice  and  wept."  Let  me 
have  the  blessed  consciousness  of  my  reconciliation  to  Him,  as  the 
kiss  of  Esau  assured  poor  trembling  Jacob  of  reconciliation  (Gen. 
xxxi.).  Let  Him  bless  me  with  the  sweet  consciousness  of  my 
acceptance^  as  the  father  gave  to  the  prodigal  son  in  the  sweet 
kiss  of  acceptance  and  love.  Let  mm  give  to  me  the  blessed 
realisation  of  His  approbation  of  me.  Let  Him  kiss  me,  let  His 
mouth  communicate  to  me  the  mind  of  His  Father  and  mine 
(Prov.  xxiv.  26).  Let  me  have  personal  intercourse  and  com- 
munion with  Him,  and  may  I  be  locked  in  His  loving  embrace. 

Now  we  are  come  to  the  precious  declaration  of  the  text. 
As  the  bride  surveys  Him  in  all  these  loving  and  lovable  features, 
she  says, 

^*  Yea,  He  is  altogether  lovely." 

We  will  look  at  the  portion  in  the  order  in  which  it  is  given 
by  the  Holy  Ghost : 

L— "  Yea."    There  is  certainty. 

IL — "  He."  His  glorious  person/  Contemplate  Him  in  His 
person,  His  office,  ana  His  relation. 

HI. — "Altogether."  Nothing  wanting,  altogether^  as 
much  as  to  say  all  the  excellencies  of  creation,  all  the  excellen- 
cies, the  perfections,  and  beauties  which  can  flow  from 
JEHOVAH  S  hand,  concentrate  in  the  person  of  my  Lover  and 
my  Husband. 

IV.— **  Lovely." 

I. — *^  Yea.*'  You  know  it  is  our  lot  within  these  walls  to  love 
and  to  enjoy  a  Gospel  which  is  all  Yea  in  Christ  Jesus.  God's 
Yea  stands  in  perpetual  opposition  to  all  Satan's  nays.  We  may 
rest  assured  of  this,  according  to  the  statement  of  God's  most 
Holy  Word,  whatever  God  reveals  to  His  people  in  Christ  Jesus 
through  the  instrumentality  of  His  Gospel,  and  by  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Ghost.  Satan  is  sure  to  set  up  a  counterfeit.  If  there 
IS  the  covenant  of  free,  uninfluenced,  and  invincible  grace 
revealed  in  God's  blessed  Word,  you  know  full  well  that  in 
ninety-nine  out  of  every  hundred  places  of  worship,  Satan  is 
sure  to  have  a  covenant  spoken  of  which  is  marred  and  soiled 
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by  cpnditioDS,  reqnirementfii  and  exactions.  Is  God's  Christ 
revealed  in  this  blessed  Word  ?  The  Saviour  Himself  tells  as 
that  some  shall  say*  ^'  Lo, here  is'Christ,  and  Lo,  there  is  Christ;" 
but  He  sa^s,  '^  Believe  them  not."  It  is  not  Christ  in  this  place, 
or  Christ  m  that  place,  that  will  satisfy  the  longing  and  cravings 
of  the  true-bom  child  of  God ;  it  must  **  be  Clhrist  in  you^  the 
hope  of  glory."  Is  Jesus  revealed  t  I  speak  it  with  reverence, 
the  name  of  Jesus  is  as  common  as  ditch-water  in  these  days.  I 
say  the  name  of  Jesus  in  a  multiplicity  of  cases  is  hated  and 
abhorred  of  all  faithful  and  honest  men  who  are  made  so  by 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  It  is  not  the  Jesus  whom  we 
love,  and  whom  the  Spirit  is  pleased  to  reveal  by  His  gracious 

Sower  and  indwelling.  The  fBtshionable  Jesus  of  the  present 
ay  is  that  spoken  of  by  the  apostle  in  2  Cor.  xi.  4.  It  is  not 
the  Jesus  who  can  save  out  and  out ;  save  from  first  to  last,  and 
who  can  save  to  the  end.  Of  what?  To  the  end  of  all  my 
sins,  my  infirmities,  mv  weaknesses,  my  corruptions,  my  doubts, 
my  fears,  my  wretched  unbelief,^and  to  the  end  of  aU  my  cursed 
indifference.  Some  of  you  may  say,  you  are  treading  on  dangerous 
ground.  It  may  be  to  you,  it  is  not  to  me :  it  matters  not  how 
much  a  child  of  God  may  fall,  or  how  often  a  child  of  God  may 
sin,  Jesus  will  save  him  to  the  uttermost  of  all  his  falling  and  of 
all  his  sins.  Is  there  a  Gospel  of  free,  sovereign,  unmented,  and 
uninfluenced  grace  t  You  may  depend  upon  it,  another  gospel 
is  sure  to  be  palmed  off.  Is  there  power  declared  in  God's  most 
Holv  Word — ^power  experienced  m  the  heart  of  the  child  of 
God  ?  There  is  sure  to  be  a  counterfeit  dealt  out  by  Satan,  even 
fleeUy  free-will  power  which,  in  tiie  matter  of  salvation,  is  weak- 
ness itself. 

**  YeaJ"  Come  to  2  Cor.  i.  17.  The  apostle  Paul,  writing  to  the 
Corinthian  Christians,  says,  "  When  I  therefore  was  thus  minded, 
did  I  use  lightness?  or  the  things  that  I  purpose,  do  I  purpose 
according  to  ihe  flesh,  that  with  me  there  should  be  yea,  yea, 
and  nay,  nay  ?  But  as  God  is  true,  our  word  " — or  our  preach- 
ing— "  toward  you  was  not  yea  and  nay.  For  the  Son  of  God, 
Jesus  Christ,  who  was  preached  among  you  by  us,  even  by  me 
and  Silvanus  and  Timotheus,  was  not  yea  and  nay,  but  in  Him 
was  yea.  For  all  the  promises  of  God  in  Him  are  yea,  and  in 
Him  Amen,  unto  the  glory  of  God  by  us.**  That  is,  bv  the 
ministers  of  His  own  appointing.  No  yea  and  nav  gospel  will 
do  to  meet  the  wants  and  necessities  of  His  poor  children.  No 
linsey-woolsey  garments  to  clothe  the  elect  of  God.  No  free  and 
severely  grace  mingled  with  fleshly  free-will.  No  perfonnance 
and  achievement  of  Jesus  accompanied  by  the  efforts,  works, 
strugglings  or  striving  of  the  creature.  No  operation  of  God 
the  Holy  Ghost  within,  in  the  communication  of  the  blessings 
of  the  covenant,  marred  and  soiled  by  any  fleshly,  corrupt,  and 
carnal  experience  produced  by  creature  efforts.  Mark  you, 
all    yea,    flowing    from    the    heart   of    God    and    retui-ning 
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back  iu  grateful  acknowledgment  and  in  adoring  praiseB 
to  Him  who  has  so  graciously  bestowed  it.  You  see  some- 
thing of  this  in  Jer.  xxxi.  There  the  prophet,  after  a 
glorious  description  of  the  goodness  and  grace  of  Israel's  Ood« 
says,  **  The  Lord  hath  appeared  of  old,"  or  "  from  afar  unto  me." 
Now  there  are  many  of  God's  children  who  are  blessed  with  the 
assurance  of  understanding,  but  they  cannot  lay  claim  to  faith 
or  hope.  Ask  them,  have  they  any  faith  ?  They  tell  you.  No. 
Ask  tnem,  have  the^  any  bubbling  up  of  hope  within  ?  They 
shake  their  head  with  ominous  silence.  Ask  them,  have  they 
any  understanding  of  these  things?  And  you  find  in  a  moment 
they  have  a  spiritual  understanding,  while  they  lay  no  claim  to 
the  possession  of  faith.  Yes,  as  the  man  sick  of  the  palsy  was 
carried,  so  you  have  faith  for  those  weaklings,  which  faith  Jesus 
owns  and  acknowledges.  They  have  no  hope  themselves,  you 
have  marvellous  hope  for  them.  I  know  some  who  at  this  very 
moment  would  not  for  the  life  of  them  say  they  are  in  posses- 
sion of  eternal  and  spiritual  realities,  yet  sometimes  I  have  more 
hope  of  them  than  I  have  of  myself.  But  it  is  a  blessed  thing 
for  us  to  have  a  good  understanding  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord ; 
and  this  Jeremiah  had  when  he  said,  ^^Tlie  Lord  hath  appeared.'' 
He  did  not  say,  the  Lord  does  appear,  for  it  was  the  want  of 
that  gracious  experience  which  caused  the  prophet  thus  to  speak, 
"  The  Lord  hath  appeared  of  old  unto  me ;  "  but  God  immediately 
blessed  him  with  a  gracious  visit,  opened  up  the  riches  of  Uis 
love,  and  said,  **  Yea."  God's  purpose  is  one  thing,  the  experience 
of  the  child  is  another.  Here  the  child  saith,  "  He  hath ; "  but 
God  saith,  "  Yea,  I  have  loved  thee  with  an  everlasting  love." 
It  is  not  love  yesterday,  and  withheld  to-day.  It  is  love  ever- 
lasting, invincible,  immutable  and  inexhaustible.  **  Therefore 
with  Tovingkindness  have  I  drawn  thee,"  or  "  have  extended 
lovingkindness  unto  thee." 

"Ftfa."  Listen  to  what  David  saith  in  his  last  inspired 
words:  Mft/ioti^A  my  house  be  not  so  with  Qody  yet  He  nath 
made  with  me  an  everlasting  covenant,  ordered  in  all  things,  and 
sure :  for  this  is  all  my  salvation,  and  all  my  desire,  although  He 
make  it  not  to  grow."  Mark  these  twq  words,  and  may  God 
seal  them  home  to  your  hearts  with  saving  and  precious  power. 
AUhouqh.  That  describes  what  I  and  my  house  are  in  ourselves. 
Yet.  That  shows  forth  the  unchanging  and  the  unalterable  love 
and  affection  of  a  covenant  God  for  His  people.  He  reveals  His 
salvation  in  a  well-ordered  covenant — a  covenant  in  which  that 
salvation  is  performed  for  that  people  by  the  Son,  and  performed 
in  them  bv  God  the  ever-blessed  Spirit. 

IL — He.  Who  is  this?  Now  if  you  search  throughout  the 
whole  of  this  precious  book  of  Solomon's  Song,  you  cannot  find 
a  name  given  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Head  and  Husband 
of  the  Church.  Only  in  one  place,  and  that  in  the  original,  and 
not  in  our  translation,  does  the  name  of  God  oocur.^  You  jwill 
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find  it  in  chap,  viii.,  where  she  says,  '^  Set  me  as  a  seal  upon 
Thine  heart,  as  a  seal  upon  Thine  arm :  for  love  is  strong  as 
death ;  jealousy  is  cruel  as  the  grave :  the  coals  thereof  are  coals 
of  fire,  which  nath  a  most  vehement  flame/'  or  '^  hath  the  flames 
of  God."  In  no  part  of  this  book  is  a  name  given  to  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  nor  do  you  find  Him  spoken  of  as  Jesus,  Lord, 
Saviour,  Emmanuel,  or  JEHOVAH ;  but  in  almost  every  in- 
stance He  is  set  forth  by  a  personal  pronoun.  You  find  this  at  the 
commencement.  '*  Let  Him  kiss  me  with  the  kisses  of  His 
mouth,'*  as  though  she  expected  the  persons  she  was  speaking 
to  would  perfectly  understand  her  meaning,  and  would  know 
the  person  to  whom  she  alluded.  Thus  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
was  All  in  all  to  her.  But  while  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  is  not  mentioned.  His  form  is  ofttimes  seen,  and  His  love, 
grace,  and  affection  are  ofttimes  graciously  experienced.  Thus, 
as  we  look  at  the  personal  pronoun  He,  we  see  the  one  object  of 
the  Church's  adoration  and  affection.  The  Holy  Ghost  is 
pleased  to  take  of  the  things  of  Christ  and  shew  them  to  the 
adoring  gaze  of  those  in  spiritual  and  experimental  oneness  with 
Him.  And  as  we  come  into  the  contemplation  of  this,  we  see 
Him  in  deed  and  in  truth,  GOD,  JEHOVAH.  Look  at  the 
precious  declaration.  Psalm  xxxv.  10 — a  rebuke  to  all  Socinians, 
Unitarians,  Arians,  and  religious  infidels,  who  call  into  questiou 
the  Deity,  Divinity,  and  Godhead  of  our  glorious  Lord.  "  All 
my  bones  shall  say,  LORD,  who  is  like  unto  Thee?"  All  the 
bones  of  the  mystical  body  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  shall  call 
Him  LORD  or  JEHOVAH.  He  was  JEHOVAH  in  His  oneness 
with  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Ghost  before  the  worlds  were 
framed,  ay,  from  the  be^nning.  When  was  that  t  None  can 
trulv  tell.  From  eternity  to  eternity  He  is  One  with  the 
Father  in  His  eternal  power  and  Godhead.  He  is  Emmanuel,  is 
the  declaration  of  Isaiah,  and  quoted  in  Matt.  i.  27  :  '^  They  shall 
call  His  name  Emmanuel."  Infidels  have  objected  to  tins  and 
have  said.  Find  a  portion  in  the  New  Testament  Scriptures 
where  any  one  called  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  Emmanuel.  We 
see  the  stupidity  of  such  a  demand  as  this  ;  it  is  one  which  those 
make  who  have  come  to  preconceived  conclusions,  and  when 
dealing  with  the  children  of  the  living  God,  distress  them  with 
their  exactions.  Ah,  my  dear  friends,  when  1  cannot  find  a  plain 
and  positive  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  I  delight  in  what  that  mighty 
man  of  valour,  the  late  Wm.  Parks,  of  Openshaw,  wrote  to  me 
in  his  last  communication  from  his  dying  chamber, — 

"Spirit,  not  letter,  is  my  motto." 

So,  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  Word,  I  judge  of  any  seeming 
difficulty,  and  look  at  any  portion  which  ma^  appear  to  me 
va^e  and  ambiguous.  Has  the  Infidel,  Sooinian,  Unitarian,  or 
Arian  vantage  ground  there?  I  answer.  No.  *^  They  shall  call 
His  naane  Emmanuel."     Who  are  they  T     All  blessed  with  the 
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teaohing  of  His  good  Spirit — all  those  in  experimental  union 
with  Bimself — all  those  who  are  saved  in  Him  with  an  everlast- 
ing salvation — all  those  who  are  brought  from  death  unto  life — 
all  those  who  are  spiritually  one  with  Him,  do  ^'call  His  name, 
Emmanuel,  which  being  interpreted,  is  God  with  us."  Who 
interprets  it  T  God  the  Holy  Ghost.  Why  does  He  interpret 
it  f  That  God  Himself  may  cheer  and  comfort  His  people  in 
every  place  where  they  are  brought  in  suffering,  trial,  tribula- 
tion, and  sorrow. 

"He."  He  is  the  glorious  God  over  all.  See  how  this  is 
declared  in  the  positive  declarations  of  God's  most  Holy  Word. 
Rom.  ix.  5 :  ^*  Whose  are  the  fathers,  and  of  whom  as  concern- 
ing the  flesh,  Christ  came,  who  is  over  all,  God  blessed  for  ever. 
Amen."  If  there  was  not  another  portion  in  the  whole  of  God's 
written  Word  that  declared  the  Godhead  of  the  Lord  JesuB 
Christ,  this  one  would  be  sufficient  for  me.  Now  turn  to  1  Tim. 
iii.  14 :  "  Great  is  the  mystery  of  godUness,  God  was  manifest 
in  the  flesh."  But  I  don  t  wish  to  look  at  the  Godhead  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  an  abstract  theory  set  forth  in  so  many 
plain  and  positive  declarations  of  the  Word:  I  love  to  see  it  in 
those  exhibitions  of  His  Godhead  which  He  gave  while  here  on 
earth.  Look  at  Him — the  very  waters  which  He  holds  in  the 
hollow  of  His  hand  (Isa.  xl.  12),  these  rising  by  His  stormy  wind, 
and  calmed  by  a  word  dropped  into  the  midst  of  their  fury  and 
their  foam  from  His  sacred  lips.  Look  at  Him  at  the  well  of 
Samaria;  there  we  see  Him  conferring  eternal  life  on  a  poor 
harlot.  Look  at  Him  again  after  performing  a  miracle  on  the 
poor  impotent  man  at  the  pool  of  Bethsaida,  in  the  house  of 
mercy  (John  v.).  The  Jews  called  into  question  His  right  to 
command  the  man  to  take  up  his  bed  and  walk  on  the  Sabbath 
day ;  but  the  man  very  wisely  turned  upon  them  and  said,  ^^  He 
that  made  me  whole,  said  unto  me.  Take  up  thy  bed  and  walk." 
The  Being  who  could  make  him  whole,  has  a  right  to  make  him 
do  what  He  would  on  any  day  of  the  week,  even  on  the  day 
when  pimctilious  Pharisees  and  strict  Sabbatarians,  with  a 
semblance  of  piety,  make  marvellous  profession  of  attach- 
ment to  the  old  law,  while  they  ignore  a  covenant  God  in 
Christ.  Now,  if  you  come  to  verse  17,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
says,  **  My  Father  worketh  hitherto,  and  I  work."  As  My 
Father  works,  so  I  work.  Whatever  My  Father  has  wrought, 
He  wrought  in  Oneness  with  Me.  My  Father  wrought  in  crea- 
tion with  Me.  My  Father  works  in  the  perpetual  preservation 
of  that  which  He  created,  and  as  the  Upholder  and  Preserver  of 
all  things,  I  work  with  Him.  '*  Therefore  the  Jews  sought  the 
more  to  loll  Him,  because  He  had  not  only  broken  the  Sabbath, 
but  said  also  that  God  was  His  Father,  making  Himself  equal 
with  God."  You  see  the  Jews  perfectly  understood  the  letter 
of  the  word  which  flowed  from  the  lips  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

But  lie  is  not  only  God,  Ue  is  also  Mau ;  and  wo  behold  Him 
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one  in  our  nature,  the  One  who  has  perfectly  identified  Himself 
with  us ;  and  in  that  nature  performed  everything,  which  it  wa« 
an  utter  impossibilitv  for  God,  as  God,  to  perform.  *'  With  God 
all  things  are  possible ; "  but  here  we  find  an  impossibility.  It 
is  an  impossibility  for  God  to  suffer.  The  impossibility  lay  in 
the  fact  that  God  could  not  bow  in  obedience  to  His  own 
righteous  law.  We  see  the  whole  election  of  grace  fallen  in 
Adam,  their  first  federal  head.  We  see  the  consequence  of  his 
sin,  suffering,  sorrow,  enmity  in  the  carnal  mind,  and  the  whole 
life  aUenated  from  God.  But  those  eternally  loved  by  God 
must  be  brought  according  to  covenrnt  purposes  to  enjoy  the 
throne  and  the  heart  of  their  God  and  Father.  How  must  this 
be  done?  The  law  saith,  wherever  there  is  sin,  there  must  be 
death.  Wherever  sin  against  an  infinite  God  has  been  com- 
mitted, infinite  satisfaction  is  required ;  and  how  can  this  satis- 
faction be  given  t  Here  we  behold  the  glory  of  JEHOVAH'S 
grace  and  the  matchless  provision  of  His  love  in  sending  His 
bon  into  this  world,  "  Bone  of  our  bone,  flesh  of  our  flesh ; " 
**  Made  in  the  likeness  of  sinful  flesh"  (Rom.  viii.  3)  ;  "  Being  in 
the  form  of  God,  thought  it  not  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God  ; 
but  made  Himself  of  no  reputation,  and  took  upon  Him  the 
form  of  a  servant,  and  was  made  in  the  likeness  of  men :  and 
being  found  in  fashion  as  a  man,  He  humbled  Himself  and 
became  obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  cross"  (Phil, 
ii.  () — 8).  There  we  see  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  a  Man — a  Man 
in  embryo,  in  the  womb  of  His  mother — a  Man — child  in 
the  arms  of  His  mother  ;  the  youth,  the  lovely  youth  of  Naza- 
reth— **The  Man  of  sorrows  and  acquainted  with  grief" — ^the 
Man,  weary  and  thirsty  at  Samaria's  well — the  Man,  beaten  and 
bound  in  Pilate's  judgment  hall — the  Man,  weltering  in  sweat 
and  blood  in  gloomy  dark  Gethsemane — the  Man  suffering 
and  expiring  amid  the  darkness  and  isolation  of  Calvary — ^the 
Man  throughout  the  whole  of  His  lifetime  giving  perfect'  obedi- 
ence to  the  law  of  God,  acquiescence  to  the  will  of  God,  and 
£erfect  submission  to  the  mind  of  God.  Mark  you,  not  only  a 
[an  on  earth,  but  a  Man  now  in  the  heights  of  glory ! 

'^  TbiB  is  the  Man,  the  exalted  Man 
Whom  we  nnseen  adore ; 
Bat  when  our  eyes  behold  His  face. 
Car  hearts  shall  love  Him  more/* 
And  as  Hart  says, — 

'*  This  wondrous  Man,  of  whom  we  tell, 
Is  true  Almighty  God." 

He  is  not  only  God  and  Man,  but  in  His  marvellous  union.  He 
is  One  Christ.  Man  to  suffer,  God  to  save.  Man  to  obey,  God 
to  eive  infinite  value  to  His  obedience.  As  Man  to  die,  but  as 
God  to  accomplish  redemption  by  His  death.  As  Man,  He  shed 
His  precious  blood,  but  as  God,  He  gave  eternal  efficacy  and 
infinite  value  to  the  blood  which  He  shed.    You  find  from  the 
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tertimony  of  the  Saviour  that  the  altar  eanctified  the  fp£t  pre- 
sented upon  it.  So  the  altar  of  the  perfect  Godhead  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  perfectly  sanctified  tne  gift  of  His  humanity. 
In  His  sufferings  on  the  behalf  of  His  people  His  Divinity  gave 
them  eternal,  unchanging,  and  inalienable  efficacy  and  worth, 
with  which  as  the  God-Man  He  now  stands  before  the  throne  on 
your  behalf  and  mine.  Look  at  the  way  and  manner  in  which 
the  two  natures  in  one  Person  were  revealed  in  the  days  of  His 
flesh.  You  see  Him  as  a  weary  and  thirsty  Man  sitting  on 
Samaria's  well,  saying,  "Give  Me  to  drink."  But  He  also 
declares  His  Godhead  m  the  words,  "  If  thou  knewest  the  gift  of 
God  and  who  it  is  that  saith  unto  thee,  Give  Me  to  drink,  thou 
wouldest  have  asked  of  Him  and  He  would  have  given  thee 
living  waters."  There  is  the  God-Man,  one  (^Ihrist.  Look  at 
Him  again  after  a  day's  hard  toil.  You,  whose  limbs  are  oft- 
times  wearv,  and  whose  hands  may  be  hard  and  horny  through 
your  daily  labour — you,  who  sometimes  mourn  over  your  hard  lot 
m  winning  the  bread  for  yourself  and  those  near  and  dear  to  you, 
there  is  a  little  comfort  and  consolation  for  you  in  the  fact  that 
a  preciotis  Christ,  from  the  moment  He  was  set  apart  for  His 
public  work  to  the  moment  He  entered  into  heaven's  highest 
glory,  ceased  not  as  a  labouring  Man  to  work  hard  for  His  own. 
After  a  day's  hard  toil  He  entered  into  a  ship,  and  bein^  weary 
with  His  labour,  He  fell  asleep ;  the  winds  rose  at  the  oidding 
of  His  God  and  Father,  and  the  waves  of  the  sea  roared,  but 
awoke  not  a  precious  Christ.  Amid  the  tempest's  roar  sounds 
of  distress  arose,  "Master,  carest  Thou  not  that  we  perish?" 
The  moment  the  cry  of  necessity  is  heard  from  the  brethren  of 
the  Brother  bom  for  adversity,  He  is  up  in  a  moment;   He 

Seaks,  **  Peace,  be  still ; "  there  was  a  calm — the  troubled 
3ments  owned  Him  to  be  their  Ruler  and  their  God.  "  But 
the  men  marvelled,  saying.  What  manner  of  Man  is  this,  that 
even  the  sea  and  the  wind  obey  Him  ?  " 

But  come  to  the  garden,  and  there  we  behold  Him  as  Man 
weltering  in  blood.  He  stands  before  His  accusers  in  all  the 
glory  and  grandeur  of  His  Godhead,  and  in  all  the  dignity  and 
worth  of  His  Manhood.  He  says,  "  If  ye  seek  Me,  let  these  to 
their  way.  They  went  backward  and  fell  to  the  ground."  The 
rays  of  His  Godhead  peering  through  the  very  pores  of  His 
Manhood  proved  too  much  for  those  who  came  out  a^inst 
Him.  Again,  on  Calvary's  heighta  there  you  see  that  blessed 
One  of  whom  it  is  said.  Surely  this  was  a  righteous  Man.  The 
poor  thief  said,  ^*  Lord,  remember  me."  I  do  love  that  prayer 
of  the  poor  thief;  it  is  fenced  with  sovereignty  at  both  ends. 
Lord  and  kingdom.  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  immediately  answers, 
"Verily."  In  the  original  it  is  Amen.  No  such  Amen  ever 
greeted  the  ears  of  mortal  before.  The  poor  thief,  despised  and 
rejected  like  his  Master,  is  blessed  with  a  response  he  little 
expected :  "  Verily  I  say  unto  thee.  To-day  shaft  thou  be  with 
Me  in  paradise."    As  Man,  dying.    As  God,  bestowing  life^^^ 
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Now  look  at  Him  in  His  three  saorcd  offices  to  which  He  was 
{^ciously  anointed  and  appointed  by  the  Father,  by  the  pour- 
ing of  the  Holy  Ghost  without  measure  upon  Him — Prophet, 
Pnest,  and  King.  A  Prophet,  the  Communicator  of  the  Father'a 
mind  and  will  to  all  whom  the  Father  eternally  loved,  all  whom 
He  in  His  erace  and  His  pity  saved,  and  all  those  who  shall  be  led 
into  a  right  understanding  and  spiritual  apprehension  of  the 
blessings  provided  by  the  Father,  preserved  by  the  Son,  and 
communicated  by  the  Holy  Ghost 

The  Priest  to  atone,  to  intercede,  and  to  bless.  All  these 
three  functions  performed  by  our  blessed  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ  ''  He  through  the  Eternal  Spirit  offered  Himself 
without  spot  to  God."    There  is  the  priestly  act 

**  Christ  is  onr  Sacrifice !  Christ  is  our  Altar ! 

Christ  is  our  Mercy-seat  sprinkled  with  blood  ; 
O  ye  desponding  ones,  fear  not,  nor  falter, 
Christ  is  our  Peace  in  the  presence  of  God." 

Christ  there  to  intercede  on  the  behalf  of  all  those  whom  He 
has  saved.  Christ  to  bless  poor  souls  purchased  by  His  precious 
blood,  and  manifested  as  the  fruit  of  His  suffering  and  aeath. 

Christ  is  Kin^.  Those  who  call  this  glorious  truth  into 
question  are  perfectly  welcome  to  their  questioning  for  me. 
They  say  Christ  is  not  the  King  of  saints,  He  is  not  the  King  of 
His  people,  Christ  does  not  reign  now,  the  devil  reigns.  But  I 
love  the  glorious  Gospel  of  the  ever-bleosed  God  to  reveal  unto 
me  that  precious  truth,  that  He  must  reign  imtil  He  has  put  ^*  all 
enemies  imder  EUs  feet."  And  as  He  is  a  Prophet  to  me  by  the 
communication  of  His  Spirit,  as  He  is  a  Priest  for  me  at  the 
Father*s  right  hand,  so  He  is  King  in  me  by  the  grace  and 
indwelling  of  the  same  Spirit,  reigning  over  my  corrupt  affec- 
tions, my  carnal  lusts,  my  proud  and  rebellious  will,  bringing 
every  imagination  into  captivity  to  His  sweet  law  of  love. 

But  lie  is  also  my  Brother  born  for  adversity.  For  what 
adversity?  For  every  adversity  experienced  by  the  whole  of 
His  elect  members,  and  experiencing  the  full  nature  of  them 
during  His  sojourn  upon  earth,  that  He  might  manifest  marvel- 
lous sympathy  with  His  people  in  every  dark  hour,  in  every 
trying  moment,  in  every  temptation  and  perplexity  which  they 
shall  be  subject  to  in  suffering  oneness  with  Him. 

But  not  only  my  Brother  bom  for  adversity.  He  ie  my  Surety. 
To  think  that  I  contract  debts  I  never  can  pay,  commit  sins 
which  would  sink  me  into  a  burning  hell  for  ever,  and  causing 
me  to  evade  even  the  nearest  and  dearest  on  earth,  knowing 
that  these  would  start  and  shrink  from  a  sinner  so  vile,  from  a 
being  so  hateful  and  depraved  ;  yet  the  Man  Christ  Jesus,  the 
Surety  of  His  people,  took  every  sin  to  Himself,  and  bore  all  the 
consequences  of  those  sins.  Yea,  He  took  all  the  shame,  con- 
demnation, death,  and  damnation  to  Himself.  Tlie  very  pangs 
of  hell  I  deserved,  a  precious  Christ  willingly  and  voluntarffy 
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suffered  on  my  behalf.  And  now,  in  the  sweet  consciousness  of 
this,  sometimes  in  prayer  and  supplication,  when  I  cannot  find 
befcter  words,  I  approach  my  God  and  say — 

**  Not  on  me,  Lord,  not  on  me, 
I  am  all  iniquity; 
Look  on  Thme  Anointed  One, 
Who,  before  Thy  glorious  throne, 
On  His  breast  beus  my  poor  name, 
All  my  load  of  sin  and  shame — 
Look  on  Him,  my  Surety." 

He  18  not  only  My  Surety,  but  my  Head — the  Head  of  all  things 
for  me.  He  is  my  loving  Husband.  Oh,  to  think  that  He  is  a 
Husband  who  hates  putting  away!  He  is  a  Husband  who 
knows  nothing  of  divorcement.  He  is  a  Husband  who,  having 
loved  His  own  which  are  in  the  world,  He  will  love  to  the  end! 
He  is  a  Husband  who  loves  the  wife  no  less  for  her  infidelity, 
adultery,  and  wanderings,  but  He  will  cleanse  her  from  all  her 
idols,  wean  her  affections  from  all  her  lovers,  adorn  her  in  His 
perfections,  and  cause  her,  in  love  only  with  Himself,  to  look 
Him  in  the  face  with  the  confidence  which  He  Himself  inspires, 
and  say,  ''  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  Thee  t  and  there  is  none 
on  earth  I  desire  beside  Thee." 

Contemplate  Him  in  His  pei-son,  offices,  or  relations,  we 
behold  Him  according  to  the  precious  declaration  of  the  text : 
"  Altogether  lovely." 

lU. — Altogether  means  all  gathered.  When  I  come  to 
look  at  the  word  altogether  in  reference  to  Christ,  I  see  all  the 
beauties  of  heaven,  all  the  excellencies  of  earth,  and  all  things 
in  nature  combining  to  shew  forth  the  superlative  beauties  and 
excellencies  of  Zion's  King  and  Lord.  There  is  the  meekness 
of  the  lamb,  the  innocence  of  the  dove,  the  majesty  of  the  Hon, 
and  all  the  dignity,  grace,  or  excellency  which  can  be  conferred 
on  mortals ;  all  these,  from  the  person  of  a  precious  Christ,  shine 
out  most  gloriously,  without  tarnish,  fault,  or  any  such  thing;  in 
the  contemplation  of  this,  the  child  of  God  cries  out,  in  adora- 
tion and  wonder,  "  Yea,  He  is  altogether  lovely.*' 

IV. — ^Lovely.  What  are  we  to  understand  by  that  expres- 
sion! It  means  that  He  is  amiable,  pleasing,  and  delightful 
without  exception.  There  is  no  part  m  the  person  of  Christ, 
not  a  word  in  the  promises  of  Christ,  no  act  in  me  performances 
of  Christ,  no  revelation  of  the  perfections  of  Christ,  in  which  we 
can  find  aught  unlovely  or  undesirable.  The  word  lovely,  in 
one  place,  means  amiable.  ^'  How  amiable  are  Thy  tabernacles, 
0  Lord  of  hosts!''  What  is  the  meaning  of  the  word  amiable T 
It  is,  worthy  of  love.  How  worthy  is  my  Christ  to  me  I  He  is 
altogether  pleasing,  altogether  delightful.    I  am  moved  with 

Siritual  delight,  and  rejoice  with  joy  unspeakable  and  full  of 
^  ory  in  the  revelation  of  His  glorious  person  to  my  heart.  But 
still  more.  He  is  altogether  to  be  desired.  There  you  have  the 
fulness  and  iorce  of  tne  expression.  He  is  altogether  desirable. 
When  t    In  every  time  of  want,  woe,  weariness,  and  wretched-* 
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ness,  in  every  season  of  sorrow  and  of  suffering,  in  every  neces- 
sity I  experience,  in  every  perplexity  which  distresses  my  mind, 
in  every  temptation  by  which  Satan  seeks  my  overthrow,  in 
every  assault  which  may  come  from  hell,  or  in  every  accusation, 
rebuKe,  and  reproof  which  may  come  from  the  malice  of  men. 
See!  Altogether  desirable  is  my  Christ.  For  if  I  attempt  to 
deal  with  opposing  principles,  either  in  or  out  of  myself,  failure 
is  sure  to  be  mine.  But  let  Christ  speak  to  me  and  for  me,  let 
His  sweet  voice  of  love  be  heard,  saying,  "  Doth  no  man  con- 
demn theet"  I  am  enabled,  by  the  hope  and  confidence  which 
His  own  word  inspires,  to  say,  " No  many  Lord'^  He  sweetly 
responds,  "Neither  do  I  condemn  thee;  go,  and  sin  no  more." 
Does  the  world  hate  me  ?  I  leave  its  hatred  in  the  hands  of  my 
glorious  Vindicator.  Does  Satan  assault  me?  I  leave  his 
assaults  with  Him  who  alone  can  manage  him.  Does  my  own 
heart  condemn  me?  My  eyes  are  lifted  up  to  Him  who  alone  can 
communicate  His  love — the  love  of  the  Father  and  the  love  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  which  casteth  out  all  fear  and  brings  me  into 
the  blessed  realisation  of  His  unceasing  care  over  me. 

"  He  is  altogether  lovely.*^  I  love  to  look  at  the  loveliness  of 
my  God  and  Saviour  as  it  appeared  in  real  acts  while  here  on 
earth.  Look  at  the  loveliness  of  His  character — He  is  the  fine 
flour  mingled  with  oil.  Fine  flour  with  oil  poured  on  it.  No 
flaw,  no  failure,  everything  perfect.  Just  notice,  and  perhaps 
this  may  prove  to  be  a  word  of  counsel  from  His  sacred  lips  to 
some  who  have  come  here  to  meet  Him.  Does  He  feed  the 
multitude  with  bread  and  fish  ?  He  does  it  most  liberally.  No 
niggardliness  in  the  heart  or  disposition  of  Christ.  He  causes 
the  Dread  and  fishes  to  multiply  in  the  eaters'  hands.  Are  they 
filled?  He  saith,  "Gather  up  the  fragments,  that  nothing  be 
lost."  No  extravagance  there.  May  we  know  what  it  is  to 
prize  highly  the  gifts  of  a  liberal  God,  while  we  know  what  that 
means — Waste  not,  want  not.  Are  taxes  demanded?  Mark 
you,  here  is  a  lesson  for  some  of  those  miserable  political  Dis- 
senters— and  1  speak  advisedly  when  I  say  this — ^the  sum  total 
of  their  religion  consists  in  despising  dominion,  speaking  evil  of 
dignities,  and  objecting  to  the  powers  that  be  which  are  ordained 
of  God.  With  such  I  have  no  association.  I  am  too  much  in 
love  with  God's  Chiist  for  their  company  to  be  agreeable  to  me. 
When  tribute  was  demanded  which  could  not  be  lawfully 
exacted,  the  meek,  lowly,  and  ever-lovable  Jesus  said  unto 
Peter:  "  Nevertheless,  lest  we  should  offend  them,  go  thou  to 
the  sea,  and  cast  a  hook,  and  take  up  the  fish  that  first  cometh 
up,  and  when  thou  hast  opened  his  mouth,  thou  shall  find  a  piece 
of  money:  that  take,  and  give  it  unto  them  for  Me  and  thee" 
(Matt.  xvii.  24 — 27).  When  we  come  to  contemplate  loveliness 
so  pure,  perfect,  and  free  from  ostentation,  we  may  well  hide 
our  heads  for  shame,  while  our  adoring  hearts  cry  out :  "  He  is 
altogether  lovely." 

May  He  add  His  blessing  for  His  own  najj^eiA  i^ke^  ^  Amen. 


GROVE  CHAPEL  PULPIT. 
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"  TMb  is  my  Bebyed,  and  this  is  mj  Friend,  O  danghtos  of  Jerusalem.**— 
Song  of  Solomon  y.  16. 

THE  choioest  and  highest  privilege  enjoyed,  or  that  oan  be 
oonferred  on  favoured  mortals  here  below,  is  set  forth  in 
the  words  which  I  have  read  for  our  meditation  this  morning. 
This  is  not  the  language  of  the  oold,  calculating  formalist  or  the 
mere  professor  who  finds  his  way  into  the  assemblies  of  the 
saints  or  into  the  Church  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  to  profess  that 
which  he  possesses  not,  but  the  glowing  language  of  one  who 
has  been  brought  through  many  a  toil  and  temptation,  through 
many  disheartening  scenes  and  painful  visitations,  to  the  enjoy- 
ment and  company  of  that  glonous  One  whose  presence  fills  all 
heaven  with  joy.  His  Father's  heart  with  unspeakable  delight, 
and  who  is  the  centre  of  all  true  spiritual  and  heart-felt  worship 
amongst  His  elect  and  redeemed  members  here  below.  Nothing 
short  of  His  own  adorable  Person,  and  that  revealed  in  living 
and  loving  communication,  will  ever  truly  satisfy  the  hearts  of 
those  who  have  been  brought  into  spiritual  oneness  and  experi* 
mental  acquaintance  with  Himself.  You  may  rest  assured  that 
none  but  those  who  are  acquainted  with  this  experience,  can 
make  such  a  declaration  as  that  which  I  have  read  in  those 
precious  words.  It  is  not  simply  to  come  into  the  possession  of 
spiritual  blessings,  bounties,  or  benefits,  neither  is  it  mmpljr  to  be 
blessed  with  what  are  termed  evidences  of  Divine  and  spiritual 
life.  I  say  this  because  you  cannot  find  such  an  expression  in 
the  whole  compass  of  the  New  Testament  Scriptures.  There  is 
nothing  about  evidences,  but  the  blessed  declaration  of  the 
Spirit  witnessi&g  with  our  spirits  that  we  are  the  children  ot 
Giod,  leading  us  into  the  knowledge  and  understandbg  of  what 
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the  Lord  Jeaiui  Christ  is  to  His  eternally-loved,  elect,  and 
redeemed  people,  and  what  we  are  in  ourselves  by  way  of  con- 
trast— that  is,  we  contrast  ourselves  with  those  blessings, 
bounties,  and  benefits  conferilBd  upon  us  in  God's  everlasting 
covenant  of  grace,  conveyed  to  us  through  the  person  of  His 
Son,  and  comnmnicated  to  our  hearts  by  the  grace  of  Bjb 
indwelling  Spirit.  For  instance,  as  I  am  brought  into  the 
enjoyment  of  salvation,  I  see,  know,  and  feel  myself,  and  that 
daily  and  hourly,  to  be  a  sinner  before  Him.  I  am  conscious  it 
must  be  His  work,  because  I  naturally  do  not  want  it.  I  am 
confident  the  devil  would  never  work  such  an  experience  in  my 
heart  as  to  necessitate  the  interposition  of  tJie  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
in  all  that  He  is  and  all  that  He  has,  so  as  to  meet,  to  supnly, 
and^  to  satisfy  what  I  exoerience.  His  salvation  is  revealed  to 
me  in  God*s  nlessed  Worci  and  opened  up  to  me  by  the  Spirit  of 
the  living  God,  and  I  am  brought  into  the  knowledge,  under- 
standing, and  realisation  of  what  I  am  in  His  sacred  presence* 
Nothing  short  of  that  experience  expressed  bv  the  apostle 
Paul :  "  This  is  a  faithful  saying  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation, 
that  Christ  Jesus  came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners,  ot  whom 
I  am  chief"  (1  Tim.  i.  15),  can  be  expressed  by  me  before  the 
throne  of  grace.  But  as  the  child  of  God  looks  by  way  of 
contrast  from  salvation  by  Jesus  Christ  to  sin  in  himself,  he  is 
brought  into  a  knowledge  of  that  glorious  truth,  that  salvation 
as  a  work  will  not  meet  the  deep  and  untold  necessities  which 
he  experiences ;  but  salvation  in  Christ's  glorious  Person.  Not 
Jesus  doing  something  to  save  me,  but  Jesus  my  Saviour  saving 
me ;  my  Jesus  is  my  salvation.  Wherever  I  am,  whatever  be 
my  sins,  sufferings,  or  sorrows,  Jesus  Himself  is  my  salvation. 
This  is  the  testimony  flowing  from  the  exercised  hearts  of  His 
children  whose  histones  are  recorded  in  this  Book ;  for  instance, 
" The  Lord  is  my  life  and  my  salvation "  (Psa.  xxvii.  1) ;  "Say 
unto  my  soul,  I  am  thy  salvation "  (Psa.  xxxv.  3).  Again,  I 
ex{)erience  spiritual  necessity  day  by  day;  what  will  satisfy  my 
waiting  and  wanting  heart?  It  is  the  precious  declaration, 
*^  My  God  shall  supply  all  your  need  according  to  His  riches  in 
glory  by  Christ  Jesus."  But  it  is  not  simply  the  supplying  of 
all  my  need  by  Jesus  Chi-ist,  but  Jesus  Christ  Himself  God's 
supply  for  all  my  need.  It  is  Jesus  Himself  who  meets  every 
necessity  and  everjr  requirement  I  may  know  in  my  hearts 
experience  as  a  child  of  God,  whether  it  be  wandering  in 
the  wilderness,  longing  for  His  power  and  glory  as  seen  in  the 
sanctuary,  seated  at  His  table  amongst  His  guests,  or  at  His 
feet  longing  to  learn  His  will— nothing  but  Himself  as  my 
Salvation,  my  Teacher,  my  Lord,  my  All  in  all,  will  satisfy  the 
necessities  and  the  cravings  of  that  nature  which  He  has 
implanted  within. 

But  here  is  the  mercy  of  mercies  to  the  true-bora  child  of 
God,  to  be  able  to  look  up  and  in  the  midst  of  all  the  conflict 
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which  may  be  ragine  around  or  within ;  in  the  face  -of  all  the 
doubts,  the  fears,  and  anxieties  which  ofttimes  trouble  and  dis- 
tract the  mind,  in  the  midst  of  all  the  gloom  and  darkness 
peculiar  to  true  spiritual  pilgrimage  here  below,  to  be  able  to 
make  use  of  that  blessed  and  precious  personal  pronoun,  My. 
My  Beloved,  my  Friend.  Now,  if  you  commence  with  the  first 
Terse  of  this  blessed  book  of  Solomon's  Song  and  go  on  to  the 
last,  you  will  find  in  every  place  and  position  that  nothing  will 
truly  gratify  or  satisfy  the  bride — the  Church — but  Himself. 
What  does  this  teach  you  and  me  ?  If  we  are  led  and  guided  by 
God  the  ever-blessed  Spirit  into  a  true  apprehension  of  His  mind 
and  will  in  this  blessed  book,  we  are  taught  that  nothing,  how- 
ever good,  excellent,  great,  or  glorious,  will  meet  the  necessities 
of  our  case,  **  Nothing  but  Christ  will  do."  We  may  have  a  pure 
pulpit,  a  faithful  preacher^  a  convenient  and  comfortable  place 
of  worship,  and  a  hymn  book  full  of  free-grace  hymns — we  may 
have  an  open  Bible,  and  you  may  hear  utterances  clear,  lucid, 
and  unmistakable  to  circumcised  ears — you  may  have  all  that 
and  yet  retire  from  this  place  with  feelings  of  bifcter  disappoint- 
ment, disappointed  with  the  preacher,  the  place,  and  the  people, 
and  above  all,  disappointed  with  your  own  wretched  selves.  No, 
my  dear  friends,  I  speak  what  I  know,  and  testify  of  that  which  I 
have  seen,  handleo,  and  felt,  that  with  all  the  blessings  of  His 
providence  and  His  grace  with  which  He  may  surround  us  and 
in  which  He  may  lead  us,  dissatisfaction  and  discontent  will  be 
and  must  be  our  lot  as  long  as  we  remain  in  the  land  of  far  dis- 
tances from  Him,  and  while  He  is  pleased  to  hide  His  face  from 
qb;  but  it  is  only  as  He  shews  us  llis  feet.  His  hands.  His  side, 
and  His  once  thorn-crowned  brow,  and  as  He  opens  up  the  love 
of  His  heart  and  commimicates  the  same  by  tne  power  of  His 
ever-blessed  Spirit,  that  we  retire  from  eacn  other's  company 
with  gratification  and  satisfaction,  that  none  but  those  in 
spiritual  and  experimental  oneness  with  Him  can  ever  for  a 
moment  truly  understand. 

Look,  then,  at  this  precious  personal  pronoun.  My.  I  may  be 
able  to  speak  of  my  place  of  worship,  my  companions  in  Church 
membership,  my  pastor,  or  my  Bible ;  but  this  is  the  point,  what 
about  the  blessed  declarations.  My  Lord,  my  God,  my  Salvation, 
my  Beloved,  my  Friend  t  Are  we  able  to  make  use  of  that 
personal  pronoun  t  Some  of  us  with  that  spiritual  chastity  with 
which  He  has  blessed  us,  and  with  intense  honesty  m  His 
solemn  and  sacred  presence,  may  feel  it  presumptuous  to  make 
use  of  such  words  as  these ;  we  doubt  and  we  question  our  right 
to  utter  such  a  blessed  expression  even  in  His  hearing,  or 
in  the  hearing  of  those  near  and  dear  to  us.  He  alone  can 
decide  the  doubtful  case  working  in  our  desolate  hearts,  and 
whatever  may  be  the  darkness  and  gloom  of  the  poor,  tried,  and 
tempted  child  of  the  Kving  God,  he  shall  be  brought  by  the 
Spirit^s  teaching  to  own  in  the  most  unlikely  spots  his  relation- 
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ship  to  a  oovenant  Ood  in  Qkr]at  and  of  a  corenant  Ood's 
relationslup  to  him.  This  was  the  case  with  oar  great  and 
glorious  Head,  as  you  see  in  those  precious  words — words  of 
terrible  import,  which  flowed  from  His  agonised  soul  on 
Calvary's  hill:  **My  God,  My  God,  why  hast  Thou  forsaken 
Met "  A  portion  in  God  s  most  blessed  Word  which  trulj^  opena 
the  state  and  condition  of  the  Bedeemer's  soul  is  found  m  John 
xii.  27,  where  He  says,  "  Now  is  My  soul  troubled,  and  what 
shall  I  say  ?  "  The  soul  of  the  Redeemer  was  filled  with  trouble, 
dismay,  and  distraction,  to  suqh  an  extent,  that  caused  Him  to 
utter  these  remarkable  words,  *^  What  shall  Isayf  Father,  save 
Me  from  this  hour :  but  for  this  cause  came  I  to  this  hour.'' 
Crying  for  salvation,  but  it  is  with  the  word  Father  on  His  lips. 
Longing  for  the  joy  of  His  presence,  but  it  is  yrith  the  expre»- 
sion,  *^  My  God,"  flowing  from  His  exercised  heart.  Was  this 
peculiar  to  Zion's  King  and  Lord,  the  Surety  of  the  covenants 
the  Substitute  of  His  people  at  that  timet  No,  for  each  and 
every  one  of  them  were  one  with  Him  in  that  dread  moment. 
I  love  those  glorious  words  of  good  old  John  Kent : — 

*'  Hail,  Bftcred  nnion,  firm  and  strong  1 

How  rich  the  grace  1  how  sweet  the  song  I 
That  rebel  wonns  shonld  ever  be 
One  with  Incarnate  Deity. 

One  in  the  tomb ;  one  when  He  loee; 

One  when  He  triumphed  o'er  His  foes ; 
One  when  in  heaven  He  took  His  seat, 

While  seraphs  sang  all  hell's  defeat.* 

One  with  a  precious  Christ,  even  in  His  childhood  at  Bethlehem, 
during  Hisyouth  at  Nazareth,  through  His  life  of  public  suffering, 
privation,  and  distress,  on  the  cursed  tree  when  He  hung  as  the 
curse  of  God  on  the  behalf  of  those  who  are  eternally  one  with 
Him .  An  d  even  at  this  time  oneness  and  identity  seen  in  each,  and 
that  by  the  eye  of  Him  who  handed  them  over  to  the  Son  for 
His  safe  keepiog  and  for  their  eternal  salvation,  preservation, 
and  glorification.  In  every  trial,  temptation,  and  tribulation 
experienced  by  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  we  find  oneness  to  His 
people,  and  that  oneness  to  be  demonstrated  in  their  own  souls 
duriDg  their  sojourn  in  these  wilderness  wilds,  from  the  first 
moment  of  regenerating  grace  to  that  period,  when,  divested  of 
the  fleshj  the  redeemed  spirit  enters  into  His  presence,  freed  from 
all  ein,  corrnption,  anxiety,  and  care,  to  worship  Him  for  ever 
and  ever.  Look  at  the  glorious  declaration  in  Isa.  xlix.  14: 
'*  But  Zion  said,  The  LOfiD  hath  forsaken  me,  and  my  Lord 
hath  forgotten  me."  Whose  words  are  tiiese?  Those  of  the 
whole  Church  of  the  living  God,  and  of  every  member  in  spiritual 
union  with  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  at  one  time  or  other  most 
be  brought  to  experience  in  some  measure  the  pangs  of  spiritual 
desertion.  But  look  at  that  precious  personal  pronoun  My  in 
the  confession  or  acknowled^ent;  itis,  *'  The  Lord  hath  fanaim 
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me;  *'  and  ^^^  My  Lord,  my  Governor,  my  Hasband  Ao^A  forgottm 
me."  Had  He  f  Not  truly  so,  but  in  feeling  and  experimehtal 
realisation  by  the  child  of  the  living  God ;  hence  the  confession, 
"  My  Lord  hath  forgotten  me*^ 

But  it  is  ours  to  notice  how  this  covenant  relationship  sprang 
into  existence  as  far  as  the  child  of  God,  the  bride  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  is  concerned.  I  don't  ask  when  this  covenant 
relationship  began,  because  I  am  one  of  those  who  believe  that 
the  relationship  between  Christ  and  His  people,  between  the 
Bridegroom  and  the  bride,  between  the  Head  and  the  member, 
between  the  Redeemer  and  the  redeemed,  never  had  a  begin- 
ning. But  the  question  may  be  asked.  How  sprang  this  spiritual 
union  and  covenant  relationship  into  existence  %  As  we  look  at 
ourselves  in  the  clear  water  of  God's  most  Holy  Word,  where 
face  ofttimes  answereth  to  face,  and  the  children  of  the  living 
God  are  brought  into  sweet  and  blessed  communion  with  Him- 
self, we  shall  find  everything  according  to  the  declaration  of  the 
apostle  Paul;  in  Eph.  ii.  1 — 3,  where  he  describes  the  true 
state  and  condition  by  nature  of  all  those  who  stand  in  eternal 
oneness  and  unchanging  relationship  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
He  says,  '*  Dead  in  trespasses  and  in  sins,  wherein  in  time  past  ye 
■walked  according  to  the  course  of  this  world,  according  to  the 
prince  of  the  power  of  the  air,  the  spirit  that  now  worketh  in  the 
children  of  disobedience ;  among  wnom  also  we  all  had  our  con- 
vei-sation  in  times  past  in  the  lusts  of  our  flesh,  fulfilling  the 
desires  of  the  flesh  and  of  the  mind,  and  were  by  nature  the 
children  of  wrath  even  as  others."  Again,  Titus  iii.  8 :  "  For 
we  ourselves  also  were  sometimes  foolish,  disobedient,  deceived, 
serving  divers  lusts  and  pleasures,  malice,  and  envy,  hateful  and 
hating  one  another."  Anything  there  in  the  shape  of  covenant 
and  spiritual  relationship  to  Him,  or  that  loving  and  fond  affec- 
tion beaming  forth  in  the  character  of  these  persons  ?  None 
whatever ;  but  evidences  of  distance  from  JEHOVAH  according 
to  that  strong  declaration  given  in  Eph.  iv.  18,  19  :  "Past  feel- 
ing and  alienated  from  the  love  of  God."  "  But,"  says  the 
apostle  in  Eph.  ii.4,  "God,  who  is  rich  in  mercy,  for  His  great  love 
wherewith  He  loved  us,  even  when  we  were  dead  in  sins,  hath 
quickened  us  together  with  Christ  (by  grace  are  ye  saved),  and 
hath  raised  us  up  together,  and  made  us  sit  together  in  heavenly 
places  in  Christ  Jesus,  that  in  the  ages  to  come  He  might  shew 
the  exceeding  riches  of  His  grace  in  His  kindness  toward  us 
through  Christ  Jesus."  There  we  have  the  secret:  it  is 
JEHOVAH'S  everlasting,  eternal,  free,  uninfluenced,  immutable, 
and  inexhaustible  love.  There  is  the  secret  of  the  union  of  any 
poor  wretched  worm  of  the  earth  with  Incarnate  Deity.  There 
IS  the  precious  secret  of  our  being  found  this  morning  within 
these  walls  seeking  His  face,  and  longing  for  blessed  and 
hallowed  communion,  fellowship,  and  intercourse  with  Him.  It 
is  because  the  Lord  has  designs  of  eternal  and  uooha&ging 
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mercy  toward  us  in  His  everlasting  covenant  of  grace — ^because 
He  handed  our  persons  over  to  our  great  and  glorious  Head 
before  the  worlds  were  framed — ^because  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
in  His  lovingkindness  and  tender  mercy,  took  us  to  Himself — 
and  because  He  has  been  pleased  to  reveal,  by  the  power,  grace, 
and  indwelling  of  His  Spirit,  that  love  of  His  which  can  know 
no  change,  and  so  beautifully  expressed  in  those  words  of 
KeU/s,— 

*'  Zion*B  Friend  in  nothing  alters, 
Though  all  others  may,  and  do  ; 
His  is  lore  that  never  Mters, 
Always  to  its  object  true. 

Happy  Zlon, 
Crowned  with  mercies  ever  new." 

We  have  desires  after  Him  because  of  the  covenant  purposes 
of  the  Father  revealed  in  the  great  and  glorious  Covenantee ; 
it  is  only  by  the  covenant  Comforter  and  Teacher,  God  the 
ever-blessed  Spirit^  that  we  are  brought  this  morning  in  experi- 
mental oneness  with  the  bride,  to  look  up  with  a  Uttle  nope 
bubbling  up  in  the  heart,  and  to  say,  *'  This  is  my  Beloved,  and 
this  is  my  Friend." 

Now  notice  again,  and  I  cannot  impress  this  too  much  on 
your  mind,  it  is  not  what  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  hag,  as  much  as 
what  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is,  that  endears  Him  to  the  hearts  of 
His  people.  It  is  said  in  His  blessed  Word,  '^All  things  are 
yours,  whether  Paul,  or  ApoUos,  or  Cephas,  or  the  world,  or  life, 
or  death,  or  things  present,  or  things  to  come,  all  are  yours ;  and 
ye  arQ  Christ's,  and  Christ  is  God's."  Let  me  ask  you  which  is 
the  most  precious  part  of  that  declaration  of  the  apostle  PaulT 
This  is  the  most  precious  when  brought  home  to  the  heart  by 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost — " Ye  are  Christ' b^^  more  than 
'^  all  are  yours^'*  for  all  things  being  mine,  the  bitters  are  mine  as 
well  as  tne  sweets ;  desertion  mine  as  well  as  the  joys  of  His 
presence ;  pains  are  mine  as  well  as  the  pleasures.  But  ^^ye  are 
Christie'' — brings  me  to  His  loved  embrace,  leads  me  to  sit  at  His 
feet,  to  learn  Sis  will,  and  to  lean  on  His  bosom  to  experience 
the  outflowing  and  inflowing  of  His  love,  giving  me  to  know 
that  in  Him,  with  Him,  by  Him,  and  through  Him  I  stand 
peifeot  and  complete  in  the  presence  of  my  God.  In  Him,  no 
condemnation;  from  Him,  no  separation.  It  is  His  sacred 
penion  which  alone  can  cheer,  comfort,  and  console  the  hearts 
of  His  tried  and  tempted  ones.  Look  at  the  relationdiip  which 
exists  between  the  two  persons,  the  one  speaking,  and  the  One 
spoken  of;  Head  and  members;  Husband  and  wife;  Bridegroom 
and  bride.  As  we  are  brought  to  contemplate  all  ecuilily loves, 
we  see  chanfi;e  and  sometimes  decay,  and  m  the  loving  and  con- 
fiding one  there  are  ofttimee  pangs  of  bitter  disappointment, 
because  of  hope  fondly  nourished  soon  blighted.  We  read  of 
thosQ  whose  hearts  have  been  fixed  on  one  objept ;  tiiat  love, 
true  and  pure  of  God's  own  begetting^  he^  been  placed  oa  an 
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objeot  ixot  worthy  cf  the  same.  Let  me  ask  you,  When  the  time 
is  come  for  the  discovery  of  love's  requital  so  base,  and  of 
pretensions  so  sordid,  where  is  joy,  peace,  or  happiness  t  Mark 
von,  a  well-furnished  house,  and.  to  look  at,  all  that  can  make 
nome  happy.  But  one  thing  is  lacking.  What  is  the  house 
without  the  heart  ?  And  I  ask  you.  What  is  the  so-called  houee 
of  God  without  the  heart  of  God?  What  is  the  so-called 
sanctuary  without  the  presence  of  the  loving  Bridegroom  t 
What  are  all  the  services  of  a  true-bom  child  of  God  without 
the  presence  of  the  Spirit,  the  person  of  Jesus,  and  the  experi-. 
ence  of  the  Father's  lovet  Nothing  but  a  toil,  a  task,  and 
bitter  disappointment.  But,  my  dear  friends,  with  a  house  of 
the  Father  s  providing,  with  the  provision  of  the  i'ather's  pre- 

J>aring,  with  the  love  of  the  Son's  possessing,  and  with  the  per- 
ections  of  the  Spirit's  revealing,  the  bride  is  brought  to  cry  out 
in  the  very  ecstacy  of  her  soul,  "  This  is  my  Beloved,  and  this  is 
my  Friend." 

^'  T/ds  is  my  Beloved"  Is  it  possible  that  any  of  us  can  look 
up  with  hearts  sincere  and  honest  in  the  presence  of  Him  with 
whom  we  have  to  do,  and  say,  **  This  is  my  Beloved !  "  Then 
the  question  may  be  pressed  home  to  the  heart  by  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  How  came  He  to  be  thy  Beloved  %  We  read 
in  his  precious  book,  *^  I  am  my  Beloved's,  and  my  Beloved  is 
mine :  He  feedeth  among  the  lilies  "  (chap.  vi.  3).  *^  I  am  my 
Beloved's,  and  His  desire  is  toward  me  '*  (chap.  vii.  10).  Just 
look  at  that:  "He  is  all  my  salvation,  and  all  my  desire" 
(2  Sam.  xxiii.  5).  When  I  am  not  in  experimental  possession 
of  His  person,  or  in  the  enjoyment  of  His  love,  my  desire  is 
toward  Him.  We  see  tliis  in  many  portions  of  God*s  blessed 
Word,  especially  in  the  Psalms.  Let  this  one  suffice  :  "  0  God, 
Thou  art  my  God,  early  will  I  seek  thee  "  (Psa.  Ixiii.  1) — that 
is,  when  the  sun  rises  in  the  cold  grey  of  the  spiritual  morning, 
when  the  sun  begins  to  shed  its  beams  on  the  land  of  Divine 
revelation,  spiritual  promise,  and  covenant  relationship,  then,  I 
will  seek  Thee.  At  a  distance,  yet  the  relationship  realised.  In 
darkness,  yet  oneness  sweetly  and  blessedly  experienced. 

"  My  BelovedJ^  How  came  He  to  be  my  Beloved  ?  Is  it 
because  of  what  I  am  to  Him!  What  I  have  done  for  Himt 
What  I  am  doing  for  His  saints?  Is  it  because  of  anything  in 
or  of  myself  I  No,  not  for  a  moment.  As  we  contemplate  our 
own  love,  the  love  which  we  have  to  Him,  we  may  well  sigh  in 
the  laoiguage  of  Dr.  Watts : 

"  Dear  Lord  I  and  shaU  we  ever  live 
At  this  poor  dying  rafce  ? 
Our  loye  so  faint,  so  cold  to  Thee 
And  Thine  to  ns  so  great  ? " 

There  is  the  experience  and  the  realisation  of  His  great  love 
wherewiUi  He  hath  bved  ui^  even  when  we  wei9  dMd  In 
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trespasses  and  in  sin.  His  love  is  free,  without  money,  and 
without  price.    His  love  is  uninfluenced. 

'*  There  was  nothing  in  ns  that  oonld  merit  eateem, 
Or  give  the  Creator  delight ; 
'Twos  *  Even  so,  Father  I  *  we  ever  must  sing, 
For  so  it  seem'd  good  in  Thy  sight." 

N^othing  whatever  in  us  to  draw  forth  His  love ;  but  everything 
to  draw  down  His  eternal  hatred  and  abhorrence,  and  to  have 
banished  us  with  everlasting  destruction  from  His  presence  and 
His  glory.  But  His  was  love  immutable — that  is,  love  which 
knows  no  change : 

*'  AUhoagh  the  Lord  of  earth  and  sky 
Knew  what  we  all  would  prove, 
He  on  our  Surety  kept  His  eye, 
And  rested  in  His  love." 

It  is  inexhaustible.  The  saints,  from  AbeFs  day  to  the  present 
time,  have  been  receiving  from  the  full  free  fountain  of  eternal 
love.  It  is  ever  free  and  overflowing.  Yes,  the  same  inexhaus- 
tible fountain  to-dav.  JEHOVAH  loves  as  much  at  this 
moment  as  He  did  when  first  He  took  us  to  His  loved  embrace, 
when  He  gave  us  a  place  in  His  loving  heart,  when  He  wrote 
our  names  in  His  own  book  of  life,  and  when  He  first  whispered 
to  our  wondering  hearts,  "  Yea,  I  have  loved  thee  with  an  ever- 
lasting love,  therefore  with  lovingkindness  have  I  drawn  thee." 
We  rejoice  in  the  fact  that  His  love  is  uninfluenced,  immutable, 
and  inexhaustible.  How  came  we  into  the  experimental  pos- 
session of  the  same  ?  Not  by  the  wit  of  our  heads,  the  affection 
of  our  hearts,  the  strength  of  our  arms,  or  the  zeal  of  our  spirits. 
All  these  vain  notions  He  swept  away  and  brought  us  into 
the  rich  realisation  of  the  fact  that  He  loves  because  He  will 
love  us,  and  gives  no  account  of  His  matters  to  any  outside  the 
pale  of  His  grace. 

**  This  is  my  Beloved.'^  JEHOVAH  is  pleased  from  various 
portions  of  His  most  Holy  Word,  and  by  His  blessed  Spirit,  to 
reveal  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  to  us  in  His  covenant  relationship 
as  the  Head  of  all  influence,  power,  and  motion.  He  is  the 
Head  of  all  blessing,  service,  and  enjoyment.  We  are  delighted 
as  we  are  brought  into  the  knowledge  of  the  glorious  truth  that 
the  head  is  the  source  of  all  action  to  the  members,  and  rules 
ever^  part  of  the  body.  Blessed  be  His  holy  name,  He  is  all  that 
to  His  Church.  The  head  thinks  for  the  members,  and  so  it 
is  the  glorious  privilege  of  the  bride  to  know  that  her  Husband 
has  thoughts  of  love  and  peace,  and  not  of  evil,  towards  her  con- 
tinually. It  is  the  head  which  speaks  for  the  whole  body,  so 
our  great  and  glorious  Head  is  He  who  ever  speaks  and 
intercedes  in  the  presence  of  His  Father  for  His  own.  It  was 
He  who  spoke  in  covenant  for  them' before  the  worlds  were 
framed.    It  was  He  who  spake  in  the  days  of  His  flesh,  and  it  is 
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He  who  now  eommnnicates,  by  the  grace  and  power  of  His  own 
Spirit,  the  beauties  of  His  own  person^  and  the  love  of  His  heart 
to  the  waiting  heart  of  His  bride,  the  Church. 

^'  This  %8  my  Beloved.'*  It  is  He  who  saw  my  deep  distress, 
witnessed  my  terrible  ruin,  was  cognizant  of  all  my  feulings,  and 
conscious  of  all  my  temptations,  and  yet  out  of  pure  love  came 
to  the  spot  of  every  one  of  them.  There  is  not  a  spot  of  temp- 
tation, trial,  and  trouble,  that  a  child  of  God  can  experience, 
but  a  precious  Christ  went  into  the  very  spot  voluntarily  and 
experimentallv  in  the  days  of  His  flesh.  It  is  of  God^s  mercy 
I  know  that  this  Beloved  One  went  down  to  the  lowest  parts  of 
the  earth  on  my  behalf,  ay,  went  there  for  me,  to  save  me,  and 
in  God's  own  time  to  graciously  sympathise  with  me,  granting 
to  me  those  consolations  that  can  only  flow  from  a  heart  that  has 
felt  the  same  toil  and  tribulation,  and  experienced  the  same 
buffeting  and  affliction  from  the  hand  of  God,  men,  and  devils. 
The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Beloved  of  His  Church.  He  knows 
her  as  espoused  by  the  Father  to  Him,  and  sees  her  standing  in 
eternal  and  unchanging  oneness  with  Him.  The  glorious  truth 
holds  good,  that  in  her  union  with  Him  she  has  lost  her  identity, 
responsibility,  and  name.  Just  think  of  it.  I  do  not  under- 
stand how  any  free-wilier  or  fleshly-worker  can  possibly  make 
use  of  such  an  expreasion  c^  praise  and  adoration  as  that  found 
in  our  text :  **  This  is  my  Beloved,"  or,  This  is  my  Hiwband. 
Because  He  has  held  Himself  responsible  for  all  her  debts,  and 
to  meet  all  the  demands  of  law  and  justice ;  responsible  to  face 
all  the  maliCTity,  enmity,  and  wrath  of  hell;  responsible  to 
enter  the  dark  cloud  of  judgment,  and  to  experience  the  hiding 
of  His  Father's  face.  Ah  I  my  dear  friends,  here  we  have  love, 
matchless,  inconceivable,  and  unutterable.  Better  felt  than 
expressed,  the  true-bom  child  of  God  can  say.  In  purest  love 
He  took  every  sin  of  mine — ^past,  present,  and  to  come — and 
put  them  all  away  by  the  shedding  of  His  precious  blood,  and 
endured  the  suffering  and  desertion  which  1  so  richly  deserved. 
Not  only  this,  but  ^ves  me  to  know  that  it  is  not  so  much  my 
knowledge  as  His  identity  with  me  that  will  suit  me  in  every 
time  of  trial  and  tribulation,  cheer  and  comfort  my  heart  in  the 
hour  or  article  of  death,  and  will  be  my  joy  and  rejoicing 
through  a  never-endinff  eternity.  Well,  then,  may  I  say.  This 
is  my  Beloved  Husband.    He  in  whose  love  I  am  truly  lost. 

**  Loot  in  Godhead,  love,  and  blood, 
I  stray  a  pilgrim  in  a  wood 

With  Jesas  crucified ; 
Forgetting  seasons,  times,  and  years, 
The  sui,  the  moon,  the  rolling  stars, 

And  everything  beside." 

And  in  the  sweet  experience  of  my  identity  with  Him,  my  heart 
rejoices  in  those  precious  words,  which  none  but  the  truly- 
awakened,    quickened,    and  taught    child  of  God  nan  say : 
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**  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  Theet  and  there  is  none  on  earth 
I  deeire  besides  Thee."  Not  only  the  loss  of  identity,  but  the 
loss  of  the  name.  As  the  wife  loses  her  maiden  name  at  her 
marriage,  so  in  the  marriage  of  the  Church  with  Christ,  and  of 
every  individual  child  of  God  to  the  great  and  glorious  Head, 
the  name  is  lost.  What  is  my  name  by  nature?  Sinner. 
What  is  my  name  by  grace  t  Saint,  in  union  with  Him  who 
is  the  Saint  or  the  Separated  One  indeed.  What  is  my  name 
by  nature?  Rebel — a  rebel  against  His  authority,  against 
His  law,  against  His  love,  against  His  Word,  and  against  His 

Seople.  What  is  my  name  now  t  Hephzibah.  What  is  that? 
EHOVAH-JESaS  says,  "My  delight  is  in  her."  What 
is  my  name  by  nature?  Transgressor  from  the  womb. 
What  is  my  name  by  grace  ?  **  This  is  the  name  wherewith 
she  shall  be  called,  The  Lord  our  RiRhteousness."  Just  think 
that  this  is  the  name  of  every  child  of  God  in  living  and  loving 
union  with  Him ;  and  with  an  experience  such  as  this,  the  true- 
born  child,  the  bride  of  the  Lamo,  may  well  cry  out,  **  This  is 
my  Beloved.**  Now  look  at  the  last  declaration : — 
«  This  is  my  Frisnd:* 

A  friend  in  this  world  of  envy,  jealousy,  suspicion,  oppres- 
sion, deceit,  and  falsehood,  is  worth  having.  We  love  those 
with  whom  we  enjoy  hallowed  communion,  confidence,  and 
intimacy.  Where  true  friendship  exists  between  two  persons, 
there  must  also  of  necessity  be  knowledge,  intimacy,  and  con- 
fidence between  them.  Sometimes  we  are  led,  in  our  simplicity, 
to  confide  without  wisdom  the  very  inmost  secrets  of  our  soulm 
reference  to  our  affairs  and  circumstances.  But  we  pass  away 
from  this  to  the  contemplation  of  the  spiritual  and  heavenly;  away 
from  earthly  friends  to  the  one  Friend,  to  that  friendship  which 
is  uninterrupted  and  eternal ;  and  as  our  heart  bubbles  up  with 
joy  and  gratitude,  we  can  sing  with  the  spirit  and  with  the  under- 
standing also : — 

**  Poor,  weak,  and  worthlean  though  I  am, 
,  I  have  a  rich,  Almighty  Friend : 

Jesus,  the  Sarioar,  is  His  name  ; 
He  freely  loves,  and  without  end." 

Yes,  we  can  sing  in  the  language  of  Swaine : — 

"  A  Friend  there  is — ^your  voices  join, 
Ye  saints,  to  praise  His  name.** 

Is  He  a  Friend  t  Indeed  and  in  truth  He  is,  according  to  the 
precious  declaration  in  Prov.  xviii.  24 :  ^^  A  Man  that  hath  friends 
must  shew  himself  friendlv  " — a  portion  often  quoted  as  having 
reference  to  the  varied  relationship  in  life,  but  to  me  it  has  no 
reference  to  eailhly  friends.  It  is  '^  A  Man."  And  it  is  that 
Man  of  whom  we  can  sing  : — 

**  The  Han  who  liv'd,  and  died,  and  zoae, 
To  perfume  heaven  with  hlood  ; 
To  Him  my  soul  her  pardon  owes, 
•j;^-  And  oHums  Him  for  her  God. 
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There  high  He  reigns  in  ether  hright, 

The  Great  Incarnate  Word, 
While  suns  to  Harkness  dwindle  quite 

Before  their  radiant  Lord. 

Thence  low  He  stoops  to  watch  the  lot 

Of  souls  to  Him  once  given ; 
And  makes  the  dying  sinner's  cot 

The  glorious  gate  of  heaven.** 

There  is  the  friendship  of  the  Man,  who  in  the  purpose  of 
JEHOVAH  stood  forth  and  said  :  •<  In  the  volume  of  the  Book 
it  is  written  of  Me,  to  do  Thy  will,  0  My  God."  He  took  His 
Church,  His  bride,  and  securely  holds  her  in  His  loving  embrace, 
and  there  she  ever  remains  amid  all  the  changes,  perplexitiep, 
and  anxieties  of  this  mortal  life ;  nay,  down  into  gloomy,  dark 
Gethsemane  He  went,  and  to  the  height  of  Calvary,  never 
parting  from  her  for  a  single  moment,  and  never  ceasing  His 
labours  of  love  until  He  could  cry  to  fill  all  heaven  with  delight, 
all  hell  with  dismay,  and  the  hearts  of  His  saints  with  joy  and 
unceasing  pleasure,  ^^  It  is  finished." 

The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  our  Friend.  But  how  does  He 
manifest  His  friendship  ?  It  has  pleased  Him,  by  the  foolishness 
of  preaching,  to  make  known  the  mind  and  will  of  His  Father, 
according  to  PauFs  declaration  in  Titus  i.  2,  3 :  '^  In  hope  of 
eternal  life,  which  God,  that  cannot  lie,  promised  before  the 
world  began;  but  hath  in  due  time  manifested  His  Word 
through  preaching,  which  is  committed  unto  me  according  to 
the  commandment  of  God  our  Saviour."  The  revelation  of 
this  glorious  truth,  the  manifestation  of  the  hope  of  eternal  life, 
and  the  promises  of  JEHOVAH-JESUS  for  His  Church  before 
the  worlds  were  framed,  are  so  great,  grand,  and  glorious,  that 
we  can  scarcely  believe  them.  The  Church  may  well  say,  "  This 
is  my  Beloved,  and  this  is  my  Friend."  Through  the  preaching 
of  His  Word,  He  seeks,  finds,  and  says  to  His  loved  one,  **  Thou 
art  My  beloved,  and  thou  art  My  friend,  to  whom  I  will  confide 
all  that  the  Father  hath  entrusted  to  Me,  all  the  secrets  of  My 
house,  all  the  love  of  My  heart,  all  the  treasures  of  My  kingdom, 
all  the  glory  of  My  throne,  and  all  the  splendours  of  My  crown." 

But  look  with  me  at  what  has  appeared  to  very  many  a 
mysterious  portion  of  God's  Word— Hosea  iii.  1,  3 :  **  Then  said 
the  Lord  unto  me,  Go  yet,  love  a  woman  beloved  of  her  friend, 
yet  an  adulteress,  according  to  the  love  of  the  Lord  toward  the 
children  of  Israel  who  look  to  other  gods  and  love  flagons  of 
wine.  And  I  said  unto  her.  Thou  shalt  abide  for  me  many 
days ;  thou  shalt  not  play  the  harlot,  and  thou  shalt  not  be  for 
another  man  ;  so  will  I  also  be  for  thee."  Some  commentators 
have  said,  Strange  and  mysterious  that  the  Lord'  should^give 
such  a  command  to  His  prophet  to  marry  an  adulteress ;  but  the 
fflorious  and  spiritual  truth  couched  beneath  these  words  causes 
Uie  heart  to  thrill  with  spiritual  joy  and  thankfulness  to  Him 
with  whom  we  have  to  do.    Paul  knew  something  of  this  when 
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he  oonfeesed  (2  Cor.  xi.  2),  **  For  I  am  jealous  over  you  with 
godly  jealousy ;  for  I  have  espoused  you  to  one  Husband,  that  I 
may  present  you  as  a  chaste  virgin  to  Christ."  Here  JEHOVAH- 
JESUS  gives  His  commission  to  the  prophet,  to  go  forth  and 
to  declare  the  Church  eternally  spotless ;  the  Church's  eternal 
betrothment ;  the  Church's  eternal  marriage  to  the  King's  Son. 

"  When  sank  in  sin  He*U  not  disown 
Those  saorad  ties  that  made  her  His, 
But  chum  this  partner  of  His  throne 
Gnirough  floods  of  wrath  and  deep  distress.*' 

Elect^  redeemed,  and  regenerate  souls  are  those  to  whom  Gt>d'8 
sent  ministers  are  spiritually  wedded,  for  mark  you,  there  is  a 
spiritual  wedding  and  a  heavenly  marriage  unknown  to  pro- 
fessors existing  between  the  God-sent  minister  and  his  people. 
But  who  is  this  Friend?      It  is    JEHOVAH-JESUS-      He 
commands  His  prophet :  **  Go  love  that  woman."    But,  Lord, 
see  what  an  adulteress  she  is ;  see  how  she  is  wandering  from 
Thee,  and  how  she  is  sinning  against  Thee.    The  Lord  will 
stop  the  mouths  of  such  an  one;    He  knows  all  about  the 
wanderings  of  His  own  poor  bride,  her  corruptions,  and  her 
adulteries.     ^'Go  yet,  love  a  woman,"  loved  with  an  everlasting 
love,  though  she  is  an  adulteress,  according  to  the  love  of  the 
Lord.     I  ask  you  to  read  Psalm  Ixxviii.,  Nehemiah  ix..  Psalm 
ovi,  and  Jeremiah  iii.    There  you  see  an  adulterous  and  idola- 
trous people,  and  a  God  of  soverei^,  uninfluenced,  immutable, 
and  inexhaustible  love.    ^^  And  I  said  unto  her.  Thou  shalt  abide 
for  me  many  days ;  thou  shalt  not  plaj  the  harlot,  and  thou 
shalt  not  be  for  another  man ;  so  will  I  also  be  for  thee."     So 
every  God-sent  minister  who  will  wed  souls  to  a  precious  Christ 
in  the  bands  of  blessed  experience  by  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  will  declare  to  every  gracious  soul,  '^  Thou  shalt  not  be  for 
another  man  " — only  for  the  Man,  Christ  Jesus,  as  He  is  pleased 
to  reveal  Himself  in  His  own  glorious  testimony,  as  He  is  pleased 
to  open  up  His  beauties,  His  bounties,  and  Hia  blessings  by  the 
power,  grace,  and  indwelling  of  His  blessed  Spirit.     This,  then, 
is  my  Beloved,  and  this  is  my  Friend,  He  who  hath  shewn 
Himself  friendly  in  covenant  before  the  worlds  were  framed ;  in 
incarnation,  in  coming  down  to  the  lowest  depths  of  the  earth ; 
in  His  redeeming  work,  in  the  shedding  of  His  precious  blood; 
in  His  ascension  with  great  glory  and  triumpn  into  heaven, 
there  to  appear  in  the  presence  of  the  Father  for  her  whom  He 
loves ;  there  to  disperse  the  blessings  of  His  grace ;  there  to 
communicate  the  love  of  His  heart ;  there  to  win  her  affection, 
setting  them  on  Himself,  and  on  thin^  above,  and  to  give  her 
the  blessed  assurance  and  realisation  m  her  heart  of  au  interest 
in  that  inheritance  which  is  incorruptible  and  undefiled,  reserved 
in  heaven  for  her,  prepared  by  the  Father  from  the  foundations 
of  the  world,   and  possessed  by  Himself  through  time  and 
through  a  never-endmff  eternity  for  her  everlasti&|r  possessioo. 
May  the  Lord  add  His  blessing.    Amen.        ^i^^^  ^y  (^(^ 
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*'  Open  ye  the  gates,  that  the  righteous  nation  which  keepeth  the  truth  may 
enter  in."— Isa.  xxvi.  2. 

WE  are  told  in  the  preface  at  the  commencement  of  this 
chapter  that  the  words  of  my  text  form  part  of  **-4  song 
inciting  to  confidence  in  God.''  As  we  read  the  chapter  with 
SDiritual  intelligence,  cwid  by  the  guidance  of  God  the  ever- 
blessed  Spirit,  we  cannot  fail  to  see  much  that  is  calculated  to 
strens^hen  our  faith,  confirm  our  hope,  and  unite  our  love  in  the 
one  Object  of  heaven's  worship,  and  the  redeemed  sinner's 
delight.  It  has  been  our  privilege  on  recent  Sunday  mornings 
to  meditate  upon  the  personal  beauties  and  excellencies  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  portrayed  in  chap.  v.  of  Solomon's  Song. 
The  reason  why  I  have  diverged  from  the  course  of  expositions 
on  that  precious  Scripture  is  simply  because  of  our  entenng  upon 
the  60th  anniversary  of  the  opening  of  Grove  Chapel.  Sixty 
years  ago  there  stood  in  this  place  a  man  who  passed  through  much 
peraecution  and  contention,  but  who,  by  the  ^^ce  of  his  God, 
Drought  to  a  successful  issue  the  work  of  erecting  this  place  for 
the  worship  and  service  of  JEHOVAH,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Ghost.  As  he  surveyed  the  completion  of  the  work,  with  a 
grateful  and  adoring  heart  he  prayed  that  the  eye  and  heart  of 
his  covenant  God  might  be  upon  this  place  perpetually.  He 
thus  asked  that  there  might  never  be  a  tmie  wnen  the  worship- 
pers of  the  great  and  sovereign  JEHOVAH  should  be  lacking 
within  these  walls.  His  prayer  has  been  answered.  His  desire 
has  been  fulfilled.  Earnest,  anxious,  i^iritual  worshippers  come 
to  this  spot  to  hear  their  covenant  God  and  Father  glorified, 
their  covenant  God  and  Saviour  exalted,  and  their  covenant 
Ood  and  Comforter  honoured.    Throughput  this  cpuntry,  and 
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to  earth's  remotest  bounds  God's  omniscient  eye  behotds  those 
who  drew  their  first  breath  of  spiritual  life  under  this  roof,  who 
received  as  little  children  the  spiritual  kingdom  of  God,  and  fell 
under  the  powerful  and  irresistible  srace  of  that  great  and 
glorious  Saviour  who  was  then  exalted,  extolled,  and  lifted  very 
high  in  the  faithful  testimony  of  the  highly-honoured  Joseph 
Irons. 

Sixty  years  have  passed  away,  during  which  time  Satan  has 
done  his  utmost  to  chase  God's  truth  and  people  from  this  place; 
but,  God  is  greater  than  the  devil.  My  spirit  is  filled  with 
wonder  and  amazement  when  I  consider  now  I  have  been  kept, 
and  taught,  and  brought  to  stand  in  this  spot  before  God  and 
His  Uving  people  to  declare  the  same  glorious  truths,  to  open  up 
the  same  mysteries  of  electing,  redeeming,  and  regenerating 
love,  and  to  be  the  instrument  in  God's  hand  for  the  comforting, 
consoling,  and  building  up  of  some  of  His  poor  children.  In 
connection  with  the  present  circumstances  I  have  been  led  to 
direct  your  minds  this  morning  to  a  suitable  portion  of  the  good 
old  Book,  which  contains  in  its  unfoldings  this  oft-repeated 
testimony, — 

"  The  only  Gospel  we  can  own 
Sets  Jesus  Christ  upon  His  throne: 
Proclaims  salvation  full  and  free, 
Obtained  on  Calvary's  rugged  tree." 

This  is  a  purely  evangelical  chapter  appertcdning  to  New 
Testament  times.  Some,  who  do  not  enjoy  the  liberty  of  the 
children  of  God  which  is  opened  up  and  revealed  to  the  election 
of  grace,  even  in  the  midst  of  abounding  error,  superstition,  and 
idolatry,  may  be  allotting  the  events  recorded  here  to  a  future 
dispensation ;  but,  £ls  I  have  told  you  before,  my  soul  loves  to 
revel  in  present  realities.  Peter,  writing  to  the  elect  strangers, 
says,  '*  I  will  not  be  negligent  to  put  you  always  in  remem- 
brance of  these  things,  though  ye  know  them,  and  be  established 
in  the  present  truth  "  (2  Peter  i.  12).  This  is  truth  revealed  to 
our  present  necessity,  and  communicated  by  the  Holy  Ghost 
causing  our  hearts  to  rejoice  in  the  assurance  of  His  love,  and 
the  sweet  hope  than  when  He  has  perfected  His  designs  of  love, 
grace,  and  mercy  in  our  hearts*  experience,  He  will  receive  us 
into  His  everlasting  habitation,  where  we  shall  praise  Him  with 
unsinning  hearts,  without  doubt,  fear,  or  amazement.  Yes,  this 
is  truly  an  evangelical  chapter.  It  contains  blessings  rich  and 
rare  for  those  who  are  brought  by  the  power  of  Divine  grace 
into  the  spiritual  land  of  Judah,  the  land  of  EKvine  revelation, 
spiritual  promise,  and  covenant  relationship,  to  sing  with  their 
voice  and  make  melody  in  their  hearts  before  Him.  These  have 
a  glorious  theme  for  their  rejoicing :  **  We  have  a  strong  city.** 
This  is  Zion,  God's  city,  of  which  the  Psalmist  saiig  so  sweetly: 
**  Glorious  things  are  spoken  of  thee,  0  city  of  Qt)d."  And  in 
the  immediate  context,  -'The  LORD  loveth  the  gates  of  Zion 
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more  than  all  the  dwellings  of  Jacob.'"  Again,  in  Psa.  xlviii. 
yon  read,  '^  Great  is  the  LORD,  and  greatly  to  be  praised  in  the 
city  of  onr  God,  in  the  mountain  of  His  holiness.  Beautiful  for 
sitaation,  the  joy  of  the  whole  earth,  is  Mount  Zion,  on  the  sides 
of  the  North,  the  city  of  the  great  King.  God  is  known  in  her 
palaces  for  a  refuse.  Let  Mount  Zion  rejoice,  let  the  daughters 
of  Judah  be  rfad,  because  of  Thy  judgments.  Walk  about  Ziou, 
and  go  round  about  her :  tell  the  to wera  thereof.  Mark  ye  well 
her  bulwarks,  consider  her  palaces ;  that  ye  may  tell  it  to  the 
generation  following.  For  this  God  is  our  God  for  ever  and 
ever :  He  will  be  our  guide  even  unto  death." 

"TFe  have  a  strong  city  J*  It  is  not  we  shall  have,  but  ^^we  Jiave 
a  strone  city."  We  know  that  when  we  have  done  with  time, 
we  shall  have  a  glorious  one  without  bulwarks  or  fortifications. 
We  desire  a  better  than  any  this  sinful  earth  can  provide — that 
is,  a  heavenly :  wherefore  God  is  not  ashamed  to  be  called  our 
God :  for  He  bath  prepared  for  us  a  city  (Heb.  xi.  16).  "  We 
look  for  a  city  which  hath  foundations,  whose  Builder  and  Maker 
is  God  "  (Heb.  xi.  10).  This  heavenly  city  was  prepared  by  the 
Father,  and  is  possessed  by  the  Son  for  all  the  seed-royal  of 
heaven.  In  it  tney  shall  sit  do^vn  with  the  King  in  His  throne 
as  sharers  of  His  majesty,  glory,  and  kingdom.  But  the  heavenly 
city  differs  from  that  of  our  text.  One  is  upon  earth,  the  other 
is  in  heaven.  One  is  Zion  militant,  the  other  is  Zion  triumphant. 
Here  all  the  citizens  are  surroimded  with  sin,  death,  and  hellish 
foes.  Yonder  they  are  far  removed  from  every  opposing  power, 
according  to  the  sweet  declaration  of  Kelly, — 

**  Oh.  what  pleasnres  there  await  us ; 
There  the  tempests  cease  to  roar: 
There  it  is  that  tnose  who  hate  ns 
Shall  molest  our  peace  no  more ; 

Trouble  ceases 
On  that  tranquil,  happy  shore.** 

The  Canaanite  shall  not  dwell  in  that  land.  Near  its  gates  the 
accursed  Amalekite  shall  never  be  seen.  '^  Th^  twelve  gates 
are  twelve  pearls^  every  several  gate  was  of  one  pearl "  (Kev. 
xxi.  21).  ''  And  the  gates  shall  not  be  shut  at  all  by  day :  for 
there  shall  be  no  night  there  "  (Rev.  xxi.  25).  These  Rates  are 
not  ajar,  but  wide  open  for  the  free  and  uninterrupted  admission, 
to  the  abounding  glory  within,  of  every  elect,  redeemed,  and 
regenerate  sinner  who  has  spent  his  allotted  time  upon  earth. 
Look  at  the  dimensions  of  the  heavenly  city.  It  is  foursquare. 
^*  The  length  and  the  breadth  and  the  hei^t  of  it  are  equal." 
Twelve  thousand  furlones  (Rev.  xxi.  16).  What  will  those  say 
to  this  who  are  perpetually  contending  for  a  literal  interpreta- 
tion of  a  spiritual  Book!  Where  are  the  pearls  to  be  found  of 
which  these  gates  are  formed?  We  may  rest  assured  that  God 
has  precious  instruction  and  spiritual  consolation  couching 
beneath  all  these  metaphors,  to  be  communicated  to  His  living 
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children  in  His  own  time.  The  gates  of  thie  city  alluded  to  in 
Isa.  xxvi.  are  shut.  Bnt  they  rnnst  be  opened  to  all  who  have 
right  to  the  tree  of  life  and  to  enter  into  the  city.  This  brings 
MB  to  notice  for  a  short  time  this  morning  the  precions  words  of 
our  text.    May  we  be  privileged  to  see  lignt  in  God's  hght 

g^sa.  xxxvi.  9),  and  be  blessed  with  the  grace  and  guidance  of 
is  Spirit. 

**  Open  ye  the  gates,  that  the  righteous  nation  which  keepeth 
the  truth  may  enter  in." 

I. — The  gatekeepers — "  Open  y^." 

II. — The  gates — "  Open  ye  the  gates.'' 

m. — The  gracious  privileges — "That  the  righteouB 
nation  which  keepeth  the  truth  may  enter  in." 

I. — The  gatekeepers — "  Open  ye:'  It  is  a  marvellous 
mercy  to  be  spiritually  acquainted  with  these  highly-privileged 
and  nonoured  persons.  It  has  pleased  God,  in  the  riches  of 
His  ^race  and  goodness,  to  separate  to  Himself  certain  persons 
in  His  Church  who  shall  be  heralds  of  His  will,  proclaimers  of 
His  truth,  and  leaders  or  ^ides  of  His  ^ople.  These  He  will 
bring  prominently  forward  to  declare  faithtully,  fearlesslv,  and 
firmly  His  mind,   His  message,  His  Word.    Mark  well  tiiat 

Eersonal  pronoun,  His.  Those  whom  God  commissions  to  preadi 
[is  Gospel  are  not  to  parade  their  own  whims  and  notions, 
frames  and  feeHngs.  Ofttimes  their  frames  and  feelings  run 
counter  to  the  blessing  a  gracious  God  has  designed  to  falfil  in 
them.  For  instance,  this  verj  morning,  had  I  been  left  to  act 
according  to  my  fleshly  feelmgs,  I  should  not  have  taken  one 
step  toward  this  pulpi^  but  should  have  left  it  for  another  to 
have  stood  here.  Ix  is  not  mine  to  act  according  to  my 
frames  and  feelings,  bnt  according  to  the  Word  of  tiie  Lord, 
though  it  be  dead  against  them.  It  is  not  mine  to  deal  out  my 
own  ideas  or  opinions,  but  the  mind  of  my  God  which  He 
graciously  reveals  to  me,  and  in  me.  It  is  my  blessed  lot,  as 
one  of  JEHOVAH'S  sent  servants,  to  preach  His  Word,  to 
declare  His  counsel,  to  publish  His  decrees,  and  to  proclaim  His 
glorious  salvation.  It  has  pleased  Him  to  separate  to  Himsetf 
certain  persons  in  the  Church,  and  distinguish  them  from  the 
rest  of  His  people  as  under-shepherds,  watchmen,  g^des,  and 
>eaders.  K  you  will  turn  to  that  glorious  resurrection  and  ascen- 
sion Psalm,  the  68th,  you  will  read,  at  the  10th  verse :  "  Thy 
congregation  hath  dwelt  therein :  Thou,  0  God,  hast  prepared 
of  Thy  goodness  for  the  poor."  Again,  at  the  17th  verse : 
''  The  chariots  of  God  are  twenty  thousand,  even  thousands  of 
angels :  the  Lord  is  among  them,  as  in  Sinai,  in  the  holy  place. 
Thou  hast  ascended  on  high.  Thou  hast  led  captivity  captive. 
Thou  hast  received  gifts  for  men :  yea,  for  the  rebeUious  also, 
that  the  LORD  God  might  dwell  among  them."  The  rebeUious! 
Who  are  theyl  The  very  same  persons  mentioned  in  the  6th 
verse ;  «*  God  setteth  the  solitary  in  families :  He  bringeth  out 
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those  which  ate  bonnd  with  chains ;  but  the  rebellious  dwell  in  a 
dry  land*^     Though  they  are  rebellious,  and  experience  the 
effects  of  their  rebelliousness,  He  will  never  leave  them  nor 
forsake  them.    He  has  an  abundance  of  gifts  treasured  up,  in 
the  person  of  the  Man  Christ  Jesus,  for  them;  and  He  will 
dwell  among  them,  to  secure  the  communication  of  them  to 
those  for  whom  they  were  designed.    This  produces  an  excla- 
mation of  adoring  gratitude  as  we  read,  at  the  19th  verse: 
*' Blessed  be  the  Lord,  who  daily  loadeth  us  with  benefits,  even 
the  God  of  our  salvation."    Now,  what  are  these  benefits  I 
Turn  with  me  to  Eph.  iv.  7,  and  you  see  in  a  moment.     The 
apostle,  quoting  from  this  very  Psalm,  says :  "  But  unto  every 
one  of  us  is  given  grace  according  to  the  measure  of  the  gift  of 
Christ.    Wherefore  He  saith,  when  He  ascended  up  on  hi^,  He 
led  captivity  captive,  and  gave  gifts  unto  men.     (Now  that  He 
ascenaed,  what  is  it  but  that  He  also  descended  first  into  the 
lower  parts  of  the  eailh  ?     He  that  descended  is  the  same  also 
that  ascended  up  far  above  all  heavens,  that  He  might  fill,  or 
fulfil,  all  things.)    And  He  gave  '* — here  He  loads  His  people 
with  spiritual  benefits — "And   He  gave  some,   apostles;  and 
some,  prophets;  and  some,  evangelists;  and  some,  pastors  and 
teachera;  for  the  perfecting  of  the  saints,  for  the  work  of  the 
ministry,  for  the  edifying  of  the  body  of  Christ."    When  our 
Lord  .Jesus  Christ  rose  again  from  the  dead,  He  said  to  His 
disciples  who  were  with  Him  on  resuiTection-ground :  "  Behold, 
I  send  the  promise  of  My  Father  upon  you :  but  tarry  ye  in  the 
city  of  Jerusalem  until  ye  be  endued  with  power  from  on  high" 
(Luke  xxiv.  49).     They  tarried  at  Jerusalem,  but  in  tarrying,  I 
believe  through  their  fleshly  impatience,  they  went  before  the 
Spirit  in  their  choice  of  Matthias  in  the  room  of  Judas.     The 
choice  of  an  apostle  was  not  theirs,  but  Gcd's.     I  know  it  is 
the  custom  in  some  places  to  flatter  and  bolster  up  the  people 
with  that  cursed  hell-cry :  '*  Vox  pomdi,  vox  Dei " — ^*  The  voice 
of  the  people  is  the  voice   of  God."    That  infidel  cry  filled 
France  with  anarchy  and  blood.     The  voice  of  the  people  is 
ever  contrary  to  that  of  God,  and  to  the  voice  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  in  the  heart,  of  the  living  in  Jerusalem.    Even  what  is 
styled  the  voice  of  the  Church  is  almost  sure  to  be  contrary  to 
the  will  and  Word  of  God.    But  the  disciples  tarried  at  Jeru- 
salem until  the  day  of  Pentecost,  when  they  were  endued  with 
power  from  on  high.      Men  sent  out  to  declare  God's  mind  and 
will  in  the  salvation  of  His  covenant  people  must  have  a  Divine 
commission.     We  see  this  in  Acts  xiii.  2:  "The  Holy  Ghost 
said.  Separate  me  Saul  and  Barnabas  for  the  work  whereto  I 
have  called  them."    To  all  who  are  thus  Divinely  called  to  the 
work  of  the  ministry,  the  Holy  Ghost  will  reveal  those  glorious 
truths  which  Paul  spake  in  the  presence  of  Agrippa,  recorded 
in  Acts  xxvi,  16 — 18 :  Jesus  said  unto  him,  •'  Rise,  and  stand 
upon  thy  feet :  for  I  have  appeared  unto  thee  for  this  purpose, 
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to  make  thee  a  minister  and  a  witness  both  of  those  things 
which  thou  hast  seen,  and  of  those  thinm  in  the  which  I  will 
appear  unto  thee ;  delivering  thee  from  the  people."  What  an 
odd  thing  I  Sent  to  them,  yet  delivered  from  them.  It  is  a 
marvellous  mercy  for  a  minister  of  Christ  to  know  that  the  great 
Head  of  the  Church  has  revealed  Himself  unto  him  as  his  own 
God,  Redeemer,  Saviour,  Brother,  and  Friend,  and  delivered 
him  from  all  human  authority,  power,  dominion,  and  domineer- 
ing, thus  makiDg  him  subject  to  Him  alone.  "  Delivering  thee 
from  the  people,  and  from  the  Gentiles,  unto  whom  now  I  send 
thee,  to  open  their  eyes" — testimonially  and  as  God's  instru- 
ment— "to  turn  them  from  darkness  to  Ught,  and  from  the 
power  of  Satan  unto  God,  that  they  may  receive  forgiveness  of 
sins,  and  inheritance  among  them  which  are  sanctified  by  faith 
that  is  in  Me."  Sanctifying  faith  in  Paul's  case  was  not  so  much 
in  himself  as  in  his  Head,  and  was  commimicated  to  him  at  those 
very  times  when  it  was  feelingly  and  experimentally  needed. 

God's  sent  servants  are  commissioned,  qualified,  and  named 
as  pleaseth  Him.  Notice  the  variety  of  their  titles :  ministers, 
stewards,  messengers,  labourers,  watchmen,  and — wondrous 
title!—"  The  Glory  op  Christ"  (2  Cor.  viiL  23). 

1.  Ministers.  Here  I  would  place  on  record  that  I  have  no 
desire  to  be  styled  a  pastor  according  to  the  popular  idea  of 
what  a  pastor  should  be.  I  feel  I  have  no  right  to  assume  that 
title,  for  I  find  myself  utterly  insufficient  in  this  matter :  but  I 
long  to  be — and  He  has  given  me  very  blessed  evidence  again 
and  again  that  I  am  made  to  some  of  His  own — "  a  minister  of 
Christ."  Some  have  the  hardihood  to  affirm  that  a  one  man 
ministry — that  is,  one  man  as  a  minister  or  pastor  settled  over  a 
Church — is  contrary  to  the  mind  and  will  of  God.  I  have  no 
desire  to  have  anything  to  do  with  that  party.  I  shun  and 
dread  them  as  much  as  I  do  the  accursed  sacerdotalism  and 

Sriestcraft  of  the  Romish,  Greek,  and  Anglican  confederacies, 
ut  a  one  man  ministry  is  a  Divine  institution,  and  by  it  the 
great  and  glorious  Head  has  been  pleased  to  feed,  instruct, 
strengthen,  and  establish  the  little  hills  of  His  Zion  here  and 
there  in  the  midst  of  this  naughtpr  world.  Each  of  the  seven 
Churches  in  Asia  had  its  angel,  bishop,  or  overseer.  Paul  left 
Titus  at  Crete  to  ordain  elders  in  every  city  (Titus  i.  5).  I 
know  it  is  a  lamentable  •  fact  that  many  occupy  pastoral  offices 
who  have  no  more  idea  of  ruling  a  Church  than  a  Zulu  would 
have.  Why  is  this  t  Because  they  are  ever  ready  to  listen  to 
what  some  grumbling  old  gentleman  or  murmuring  old  lady  has  to 
say.  It  will  be  well  for  murmurers  and  complamers  to  keep  a 
distance  from  me.  Those  who  attempt  to  rule  Churches  bv 
their  own  wit,  wisdom,  or  experience,  are  sure  to  meet  with 
miserable  failure.  I  can  tell  you  where  is  the  best  wot  to 
manage  and  govern  a  Church  I     Bending  lowly,  with  a  broken 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


zion's  qatskeepbrs.  541 

and  melted  heart  at  the  footstool  of  sovereign  mercy,  in  pure 
dependence  upon  a  precious  Christ  for  all  things. 

"  Sweet  in  the  confidence  of  faith 
To  tnut  His  Ann  decrees ; 
Sweet  to  lie  passive  in  His  hands, 
And  know  no  will  bat  His." 

Such  a  spirit  will  find  its  way,  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
from  the  pulpit  to  the  pews.  As  the  minister  who  distrusts 
himself  proclaims  the  ricnes  of  electing,  redeeming,  and  rege- 
nerating grace,  imfurls  the  glorious  standard  of  JEHOVAH'S 
everlasting  love,  upon  which  the  eye  of  faith  sees  inscribed  in 
shining  characters  the  names  of  those  places  where  marvellous 
victories  have  been  achieved  by  the  Captain  of  our  salvation, 
the  hearts  of  God's  elect  are  cheered  and  comforted.  We  will 
notice  this  honourable  name  given  by  the  Holy  Ghost  to  Zion's 
gatekeepers — Ministers.  They  are  styled  ''Ministers  of  th$ 
Word''  (Luke  i.  2);  'Hhe  ministers  of  Christ''  (1  Cor.  iv.  1); 
'*  ministers  of  the  New  Testament "  (2  Uor.  iii.  6)  ;  "  the  ministers 
of  God  "  (2  Cor.  vi.  4).  What  is  a  minister  ?  He  is  one  whom 
the  Master  has  graciously  singled  out  from  the  rest  of  His 
servants  to  do  His  bidding  in  respect  to  the  wants,  necessities, 
and  infirmities  of  His  household.  He  is  one  who  is  taught  to 
be  anxious  to  wait  upon  the  weak,  the  weary,  and  the  infirm  in 
God*s  family,  and  minister  to  them  that  supply  which  He  has 
graciously  entrusted  to  them.  In  Col.  i.  7,  you  read  of  "  Epaphras 
our  dear  fellow-servant,  who  is  for  you  a  faithful  minister  of 
Christ."  What  an  honourable  distinction !  "^  faithful  minister 
of  Christ."  He  is  one  who  is  not  contented  with  contending 
for  the  truth  of  God  in  the  letter  of  the  doctrines  of  grace,  but 
one  to  whom  God  has  given  to  experience  his  place  in  the  one 
body  as  a  suffering  member  of  the  now  glorified  Head,  to  be 
brought  into  deep  places  to  learn  his  nothingness,  and  into  high 
places  to  enjoy  his  portion  in  fulness  of  grace  and  of  glory 
abounding  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  thus  go  forth  as  an  instructor 
and  guide  of  God's  appointing.  Those  whom  God  brings  into 
His  Church  to  attend  upon  the  sick,  strengthen  the  weak,  and 
console  the  disconsolate,  will  find  that  their  service  ceases  not 
with  the  public  ministrations.  The  work  of  a  faithful  minister 
of  Christ  is  not  finished  for  the  day  with  the  end  of  the  sermon, 
or  the  pronouncing  of  the  benediction,  for  ofttimes  wearisome 
and  wakeful  nights  are  his  lot.  Then  he  remembers  upon  his 
bed  many  of  God's  tried  and  tempted  ones,  and  names  them  to 
the  Master,  that  they  may  be  blessed  with  association,  commu- 
nion, and  fellowship  with  a  covenant  God  in  Christ.  I  love  to 
be  a  minister  of  Christ,  and  to  minister  for  Christ.  As  a  faithful 
one,  I  shall  endeavour,  with  all  the  wisdom  and  strength  He 
bestows  upon  me,  to  meet  the  necessities  of  the  old  sheep  as 
well  as  those  of  the  lambs.  The  commission  which  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  gave  to  Peter  is  still  in  force :  ^'  Feed  My  lamf)^ 
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Feed  my  sheep."  That  is  a  delicate  and  difficult  position  for 
a  faithful  minister  of  Christ.  I  know  and  feel  it  to  be  so.  In  a 
congregation  like  this,  there  is  a  variety  of  experience.  One 
child  of  God  is  in  the  depth  of  soul  trouble,  while  another  is 
soaring  away  on  the  wings  of  faith  and  love,  and  with  a  freedom 
from  care  and  trouble.     One  would  have  me  to  be  incessantly 

E reaching  his  experience,  feelings,  and  frames;  but  God  will  not 
ave  His  servant  always  grovelling  in  the  mire  of  human  cor- 
ruptions, and  wholly  occupied  with  the  little  ones  to  the  neglect 
of  those  who  can  be  satisfied  with  nothing  short  of  the  strone 
meat  and  wine  of  God's  everlasting  covenant.  As  a  faithful 
minister  of  Christ,  I  shall  know  what  it  is  to  "serve  the  Lord 
with  all  humility  of  mind,  and  with  many  tears  and  temptations  " 
(Acts  XX.  19),  while  I  clinff  tenaciously  to  the  injunction,  *'  Ye 
are  bought  wth  a  price;  be  not  ye  the  servants  of  men"  (1 
Cor.  vii.  23). 

2.  Stewards.  See  1  Cor.  iv,  1 :  "  Stewards  of  the  mysteries 
of  God."  What  is  a  steward  t  He  is  one  who  manages  the  con- 
cerns of  a  family,  institution,  or  estate.  He  has  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  provision  department  in  his  trust,  and  has  a  general 
oversight  over  his  employer's businessaffairs.  So  God's  ministers 
are  entrusted  with  the  mysteries  of  God,  and  it  is  their  delight 
to  bring  forth  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  Word  and  their  heart's 
experience,  things  new  and  old  for  the  refreshment,  nourishment, 
and  comfort  of  the  Church  of  God,  over  which  the  Holy  Ghost 
has  made  them  overseers.  Now  here  comes  a  question,  and  you 
may  rest  assured  it  is  ofttimes  a  searching  one  m  the  experience 
of  every  God-sent  minister :  Have  I  really  and  truly  been  put 
in  trust  by  God  with  the  mysteries  of  His  love?  If  He 
has  committed  to  my  trust  so  honourable  a  charge,  I  shall  be 
privileged  to  dispense  that  which  He  has  made  spiritually  and 
experimentally  mine,  but  not  mine  for  my  fleshly  giatification, 
pleasure,  or  profit.  That  which  He  commits  to  me  is  for  the 
comfort,  C(msolation,  and  joy  of  those  to  whom  He  sends  me. 
This  is  the  point.  I  stand  up  to  preach  God's  election,  but  what 
know  I  of  God's  election  personally,  feelingly,  and  experimen- 
tally ?  I  preach  particular  and  personal  redemption,  but  wbat 
know  I  of  my  redemption  by  precious  blood  from  condemnation, 
death,  and  hell?  I  preach  spiritual  regeneration,  but  what 
know  I  of  the  regenerating  grace  and  indwelling  of  the  ever- 
blessed  Spirit?  1  preach  the  sure  and  certain  glorification  of 
the  elect  and  redeemed  of  God,  but  what  know  I  of  the  glory 
of  my  Father's  house,  the  blessing  of  His  table,  and  the  love 
of  His  heart,  causing  me  to  rejoice  in  the  blessed  assurance  that 
by-and-bye  He  will  take  me  home  to  Himself?  Well,  He  knows 
He  has  brought  me  here  and  given  me  in  some  little  measure  to 
experience  those  blessed  truths  which  He  is  pleased  to  minister 
to  the  wants  and  necessities  of  His  popr  children  who  naay  hang 
upon  the  words  which  fall  from  my  lips,  and  by  which  I  am 
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privileged  to  meet  them  in  their  need.  But  "  it  is  required  in 
stewards,  that  a  man  be  found  faithful "  (1  Cor.  iv.  2).  Who 
shall  find  him  faithful  I  His  God.  He  will  not  be  found 
holding  back,  or  appropriating  to  His  own  use  or  pleasure,  part 
of  those  spiritual  provisioDS  entrusted  to  him  by  the  Father 
to  meet  the  spiritual  wants  and  necessities  of  His  family.  Look 
here  I  I  have  ofttimes  been  tempted  in  the  pulpit,  when  a 
precious  view  of  a  portion  of  the  Word  has  come  up  before  me> 
and  has  caused  my  heart  to  bubble  up  like  a  well-spriug  of  life, 
to  keep  it  back  as  suitable  for  some  mture  time ;  but  Satan  has 
been  baffled,  grace  was  triumphant,  the  truth  was  dealt  out,  and 
some  poor  children  of  God  have  found  in  it  their  food  from  the 
Master's  table.  God's  stewards  are  faithful  to  the  babes  in 
grace^  to  the  hoarj-headed  pilgrims,  and  to  the  groaning 
veterans  who  have  received  many  a  wotmd  from  Satan,  sinners, 
and  saints,  and  who  kuow  what  that  means, — 

**  From  tinner  and  from  saint 
They  meet  with  many  a  blow.*' 

3.  Mes8enger8,  A  messenger  is  one  who  is  sent  with  a  certain 
message.  JEHOVAH  has  His  messengers  of  covenant  love  and 
mercy.  The  Chief  of  these  is  Jesus,  the  JEHOVAH-ANGEL 
(Zecn.  iii.  1) ;  the  Messenger  of  the  covenant  (Mai.  iii.  1) ;  and 
the  Apostle  of  our  profession  (Heb.  iii.  1).  This  glorious 
Messenger  calls  certain  of  His  redeemed  people  into  oneness 
with  Himself  in  this  office,  to  carry  His  message  of  redeeming 
love  to  whom  He  will.  It  is  to  call,  ordain,  commismon,  and  send 
whom  He  will  TMark  iii.  18,  14).  To  Jeremiah  He  said,  "Thou 
shalt  eo  to  all  tnat  I  shall  send  thee,  and  whatsoever  I  command 
thee  tnou  shalt  speak ''  (Jer.  i.  7).  Of  these  messengers  Paul 
sa^s,  "  How  shall  they  preach,  except  they  be  sentf  as  it  is 
written,  How  beautiful  are  the  feet  of  them  that  preach  the 
Gospel  of  peace,  and  bring  glad  tidings  of  good  things  t "  (Rom. 
X.  15.)  These  are  bearers  of  no  incBstinct,  or  indefinite  mes- 
wige  to  the  elect  of  God.  They  go  forth  from  Him  with  glad 
tidings  of  g^at  joy,  with  the  message  of  full,  free,  and  uncon- 
ditional salvation  to  an  eternally-loved  people.  This  is  welcome 
news  to  waiting,  wanting,  and  weary  souls.  Now  turn  to  2  Cor. 
viiL  23,  where  you  find  God's  ministers  have  this  title,  '*  the 
meBsengert  of  the  Churches'*  This  expresses  a  blessed  truth. 
The  message  of  God's  ministers  is  not  confined  to  man-made 
limits.  Blessed  be  God,  there  are  some  of  His  in  the  EstabKsh- 
xnent  whose  ministry  is  welcome  to  those  whose  dissenting  pre- 
Tudices  will  not  allow  them  to  speak  of  that  system  but  with 
bitterness.  And  it  is  a  positive  fact  that  there  are  those  in  Non- 
conforming communities  whom  God  makes  His  messengers  of 
love  and  mercy  to  those  who  fancy  it  would  be  almost  a  crime 
to  soil  their  shoes  with  the  dust  of  a  cUaeenting  eotiventicle.  But, 
my  dear  friends,  God,  in  the  riches  of  His  grace,  by  the  power 
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of  His  truth,  smashes  in  pieces  all  denominational  distinctions 
and  sectarian  barriers,  and  reveals,  to  the  joy  and  delight  of  His 
Spirit-taught  children,  that  He  knows  of  no  Church  apart  from 
His  Christ,  and  of  no  Christ  apart  from  His  Church. 

4.  Labourers.  Turn  to  2  Cor.  vi.  1 :  "  We  then  as  workers 
together  vnth  HtmJ^  Some  of  you  may  be  ready  to  say  those 
words  "  with  Him "  are  in  italics  and  ought  not  to  be  there. 
Well,  let  me  ask  you  to  turn  to  1  Cor.  iii.  9 :  "  For  we  are 
labourers  together  with  God :  ye  are  God's  husbandry,  ye  are 
God's  building."  You  may  depend  upon  this  fact,  if  a  man  is 
commissioned  and  qualified  by  Qod  to  stand  up  before  a  people 
as  His  messenger,  that  man  will,  and  must  be  a  labourer.  He 
labours  in  prayer  (Col.  iv.  12) ;  he  labours  in  the  word  and 
doctrine  of  Christ  (1  Tim.  v.  17).  (concerning  them  Paul  said, 
"  And  we  beseech  you,  brethren,  to  know  them  which  labour 
among  you,  and  are  over  you  in  the  Lord,  and  admonish  you ; 
and  to  esteem  them  very  highly  in  love  for  their  work's  sake  " 
(1  Thess.  v.  12,  ISV  They  find  rest  from  their  labours  only 
when  God  takes  tnem  home.  By  night,  when  everjr  voice  is 
hushed  save  that  of  sorrow,  when  the  weary  and  aching  head 
seeks  in  vain  for  rest  and  repose,  then  there  is  a  labouring  for 

Erecious  souls.  At  such  times  there  is  a  delving  and  digging 
eneath  the  surface  of  God's  Word  for  precious  treasure,  a 
labouring  at  the  throne  of  the  heavenly  grace  that  the  preached 
word  may  be  conveyed  and  applied  to  the  hearts  of  God's 
children,  and  they  brought  into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the 
Gos{)el  and  to  the  enjoyment  of  covenant  relationship  with  theu* 
gracious  Lord.  Yes,  they  are  labourers  with  Ood.  Would  you 
Eke  to  have  to  do  with  those  who  labour  without  God !  You 
know  you  would  not.  I  should  not  like  to  labour  in  this 
pulpit  without  Him. 

5.  Watchmen.  The  Lord  has  given  these  gracious  promises 
to  Zion :  "  Thv  watchmen  shall  lift  up  the  voice ;  with  the  voice 
together  shall  they  sing :  for  they  wiall  see  eye  to  eye,  when 
the  LORD  shall  bring  again  Zion  "  (Isaiah  Iii.  8).  *^  I  have  set 
watchmen  upon  thy  walls,  0  Jerusalem,  which  shall  never  hold 
their  peace  aay  nor  night :  ye  that  make  mention  of  the  LORD, 
keep  not  silence,  and  give  Him  no  rest,  till  He  establish,  and  till 
He  make  Jerusalem  a  praise  in  the  earth  "  (Isaiah  Ixii.  6, 7).^  It 
is  not  simplv  in  the  pulpit,  but  in  private,  the  longings,  desires, 
and  sighs  of  this  heart  are  heard  by  Him  that  He  may  make  His 
own  little  hill  of  Zion  at  the  Grove  a  praise  to  His  scattered 
ones  in  the  earth.  God's  ministers  are  watchmen  on  the  look 
out  for  the  appearance  of  evil  to  guard  their  people  against  it. 
They  watch  tne  approach  of  en*or  to  guide  their  loved  ones  from 
it.  Mark  well  Paul's  testimony  in  Heb.  xiii.  17  :  '*Obey  them 
that  have  the  rule  over  you,  and  submit  yourselves :  for  they 
watch  for  your  souls*'*  These  faithful  and  honest  men  are  watct 
ing — ^for  your  money  ?    Not  a  bit  of  it.     Though,  mark  you. 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


zion's  gatekeepers.  545 

they  cannot  live  without  it  When  a  man  has  a  wife  and  seven 
lumps  of  dust  to  provide  for,  and  in  a  position  like  that  to  which 
God  has  lifted  the  minister  of  Grove  chapel,  it  takes  more  than 
a  little  to  keep  things  straight.  I  do  not  say  this  with  a  desire 
to  operate  upon  your  liberality,  while  I  do  hope  that  for  the 
truth's  sake  there  may  be  expressions  of  love  and  attachment  to 
him  who  labours  in  weakness,  fear,  and  much  trembling  for  you. 

0  what  a  precious  declaration,  **  they  watch  for  ycur  aoukJ'  They 
watch  to  see  your  souls  glistening  in  the  tears  of  Jjrod's  own  riving. 
They  watch  to  see  God  s  joy  beaming  in  your  faces.  As  His  oil 
makes  the  face  to  shine,  the  ministers  of  God  receive  a  good 
reward.  They  watch  not  so  much  for  the  perishing  bodies  to  fill 
the  pews,  but  for  souls  loved  by  JEHOVAH,  redeemed  by  blood, 
quickened  by  His  Spirit,  preserved  by  His  power,  and  which 
snail  be  presented  by  Him  perfect  and  complete  before  His 
throne  in  glory. 

6.  Guides.  Paul  says,  ''Remember  them  which  are  tJie 
guides  "  (Heb.  xiii.  7,  margin).  A  minister  placed  over  a  people 
ought  to  be  a  leader,  for  the  moment  he  loses  that  position  and 
comes  cringing  behind  the  deacons,  or,  if  he  bows  to  the  voice 
of  the  Church  in  anything  which  ^oes  against  his  judgment,  it' 
is  time  for  him  to  quit.  Grod's  minister  must,  and  will  by  God's 
help,  be  a  leader.  He  loves  to  lead  the  flock  in  the  footsteps  of 
the  great  and  glorious  Leader,  Christ.  He  labours  to  leaa  His 
charge  to  the  living  fountain  of  eternal  truth,  to  the  green 
pastures  of  eternal  love,  and  to  the  still  waters  of  everlasting 
consolation.  He  longs  to  lead  God's  pilgrims  through  the  varied 
intricacies  of  a  Spirit-wrought  experience,  and  into  paths  which 
may  be  painful  to  the  flesh,  but  profitable  to  the  spirit.  It  is 
his  delignt  to  lead  them,  I  was  about  to  say,  to  the  foot  of  the 
cross ;  but  I  hate  that  Popish  expression,  therefore  I  will  say,  to 
the  feet  of  Jesus,  who  hung  upon  the  cursed  cross  for  His  people. 

1  love  to  lead  and  guide  my  friends  in  Him  on  to  resurrection 
ground  where  the  affrighted,  timid,  mourning,  weeping,  and 
unbelieving  disciples  meet  with  Him,  and  where  He  graciously 
reveals  Himself  to  them.  It  is  a  blessed  privilege  to  be  a  leader 
of  the  weak,  the  weary,  and  the  wanting,  and  sometimes  to  take 
them  in  the  arms  of  precious  faith  right  up  to  the  throne  and 
heart  of  God.  Sometimes  a  poor  lamb  of  Christ's  flock  faints 
and  falls.  Question  it  cm  to  its  faith.  It  has  none.  Where  is 
its  hopet  Shrouded  in  darkness.  Where  is  its  lovet  It 
is  weak  and  cold.  In  such  expressions  as  these  the  God-sent 
minister  detects  the  faith  of  God's  giving,  the  hope  of  His  own 
implanting,  and  the  love  of  His  own  inspiring,  and  is  enabled  in 
his  prayers  to  carry  the  fallen  one  to  the  heights  of  covenant 
favour  where  sweet  fellowship  is  experienced  with  the  Father  and 
with  His  Son  Jesus  Christ  (1  John  i.  3). 

7.  The  GLORY  op  Christ"   (2  Cor.  viii.  23).    Is  that  my 
title  t    Ah,  my  dear  friends,  as  memory  retraces  certain  parts  of 
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m;^  pathway,  my  oonscieDce  is  smitten,  my  heart  is  sad,  and  my 
spirit  qaesnons,  Am  I  the  glory  of  Christ  ?  A  poor  dunghiit 
worm  honoured  with  so  glorious  a  title  I  What  I  a  poor  hell- 
deserving  sinner,  ofttimes  carried  hither  and  thither  with  discon- 
tent, repining,  and  rebellion,  the  glory  of  Christ?  I,  an 
unbelievmg  one,  who  almost  questions  the  possibility  of  Christ 
coming  with  me  into  this  pulpit  to  reveal  Himself  in  the  glorious 
ministrjr  of  the  Word,  and  yet,  the  gloir  of  Christ  t  Weak, 
infirm,  ignorant,  needy,  yet  dignified  with  the  illustrious  title, 
•* The  glory  of  Christ/'  How  is  this?  It  is  in  the  fact  that 
my  testimony  by  the  teaching  of  the  Holy  Ghost  is,  Christ  first, 
Christ  last,  and  Christ  the  All  in  all  of  His  people's  salvation ; 
that  the  glory  of  His  redemi)tion  work  shall  never  be  sullied ; 
that  the  glory  of  His  mediatorial  crown  shall  never  be  tarnished ; 
that  the  glory  of  His  sacred  person  shall  never  be  diminished. 
The  glory  of  Christ  and  His  salvation  is  the  burden,  spirit,  and 
all  in  all  of  the  testimony  of  this  place.  Do  you  not  sometimes 
find  it  so  ?  Yes,  blessed  be  God,  some  of  you  can  testify  that  it 
has  often  been  so  to  your  souls  within  these  walls.  In  this 
highly-favoured  spot  of  JEHOVAH'S  own  consecrating,  He  has 
made  the  place  of  His  feet  glorious  in  the  eyes  of  some  who  are 
now  present.  Only  last  Wednesday  but  one,  in  the  little 
chapel  of  Silverend,  Olney,  Bucks,  the  glory  of  JEHOVAH'S 
grace  was  such  to  some  of  us  that  our  hearts  bounded  with 
spiritual  joy.  The  effect  upon  one  was  so  precious  as  to  cause 
him  to  exclaim,  "  Is  the  Lord  about  to  take  my  friend,  His  ser- 
vant, home?  "  And  a  few  of  us  can  abundantly  testify  that  on 
Thursday  evening  last  at  dear  old  Dulwich,  the  glory  of  God's 
grace  went  forth  from  a  fluttering  heart  and  from  a  stammering 
tongue,  yet  was  carried  by  the  power  of  sovereign,  reigning 
grace  to  the  hearts  of  His  waiting  children.  It  was  a  sweet 
season  of  refreshing  from  His  presence,  a  blessed  foretaste  of 
that  glory  which  shall  be  revealed  in  all  its  fulness  to  all  the 
members  of  His  one  glorious  Church. 

The  time  is  past.  Having  noticed  the  titles  of  Zion's  gate- 
keepers, we  will  ask  the  Lord  to  come  up  with  us  in  the  evening 
and  explain  to  us  the  nature  and  position  of  Zion's  gates. 

May  He  add  His  blessing  for  His  own  name's  sake.    Amen. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


GROVE  CHAPEL  PULPIT. 


ZION'S    GATES. 


%  Stxmm 

PSBAOHBD  IS  GbOVB  GhAPBL,  OauBXRWELL,  ON    SUNDAY    EVBNINO, 

July  18th,  1879,  by 

THOMAS   BRADBURY. 


**  Open  je  the  gates,  thafc  the  righteous  nation  which  keepeth  the  trath  may 
Miter  in." — Isa.  xzyi.  2. 

OUR  lot  this  evening  will  be  to  continue  the  subject  set  before 
us  this  morning,  when  I  endeavoured  to  point  out  the 
characters  of  Zion's  gatekeepers.  These  are  singled  out  and 
distinguished  by  God  amongst  His  people.  I  did  not  say  above 
His  people,  for  I  love  to  know,  feel,  and  acknowledge  the  perfect 
oneness  and  identity  of  all  the  members  of  the  one  body  with 
their  great  and  glorious  Head.  I  do  not  desire  to  see  one  before 
or  after  another.  I  love  to  know  and  enjoy  that  which  is 
blessedly  set  before  us  throughout  the  whole  of  this  song,  and 
which  is  the  spirit  of  the  Gospel :  all  the  elect  loved  witn  the 
same  love,  bought  with  the  same  price,  clothed  with  the  same 
righteousness,  animated  with  the  same  Spirit,  heirs  of  the  same 
glory,  and  all  possessing  the  same  mind.  This  mind  is  enjoined 
upon  all  the  people  of  God  in  that  covenant  command  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  which  He  makes  Ufe  and  power  in  their  hearts' 
experience :  "  Let  this  mind  be  in  you,  which  was  also  in  Christ 
Jesus,  who,  being  in  the  form  of  God,  thought  it  not  robbery  to 
be  equal  with  God ;  but  made  Himself  of  no  reputation,  and 
took  upon  Him  the  form  of  a  servant,  and  was  made  in  the 
likeness  of  men :  and  being  found  in  fashion  as  a  man,  He 
humbled  Himself,  and  became  obedient  unto  death,  even  the 
death  of  the  cross"  (Phil.  ii.  5 — 8).  His  mind  was  such  that  He 
would  not  assert  His  own  right,  but  subjected  Himself  to 
authorities  and  powers  of  His  own  creating,  and  to  contempt 
and  reproach.  It  is  no  mean  mercy  when  a  poor  vile  sinner  is 
brought  to  possess,  and  to  be  ruled  by  such  a  spirit  as  this. 
Ministers  of  the  Gospel  are  not  distinguished  by  God  above  their 
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fellows,  they  are  not  lords  over  God's  heritage  ;  but  are  distin- 
guished among  the  flock  as  messengere,  leaders,  and  guides. 
They  are  to  go  before  the  people  in  the  unfoldings  of  the  written 
Word,  and  in  the  possession  of  an  experience  wrought  in  them 
by  the  power,  grace,  and  indwelling  of  God  the  ever-blesfled 
Spirit.  If  I  am  one  ot  these,  it  is  mine,  not  with  pridid  or  fleshly 
conceit,  to  go  before  that  people  which  God  has  given  me  in  the 
bowels  of  Jesus  Christ,  but  in  true  humiHty,  in  union  with  our 
living  and  loving  Head,  seek  to  trace  out  the  various  spots  of 
vital  experience  into  which  He  leads  them.  It  is  mine  to  exalt 
my  Lord  and  Saviour  in  the  preaching  of  the  Word  that  He 
may  be  exalted  in  the  afiections  of  His  people.  It  is  mine  to 
honour  His  blessed  Spirit,  that  His  gi-ace  and  power  may  be  felt 
in  the  hearts  of  His  quickened  ones.  I  love  to  notice  the  signs, 
tokens,  and  evidences  of  spiritual  life  as  they  appear  in  the  flock, 
yet  I  am  not  satisfied  untu  I  can  see  something  better.  What 
can  be  better,  you  ask,  than  signs,  tokens,  and  evidences  t  The 
witness  of  the  Spirit  with  my  spirit  that  I  am  a  true-born  child 
of  God.  That  is  better  than  everything  else  that  we  can 
possess  or  produce. 

This  morning  I  endeavoured  to  set  before  you  the  blessed 
truth  that  Zion's  gatekeepers  are  distinguished  by  a  variety  of 
titles.  They  are  ministers  waiting  upon,  and  serving  the  poor 
of  the  flock.  They  are  labourers  in  God's  vineyard  to  sow, 
plant,  prune,  weed,  and  water.  They  are  watchmen  to  warn 
against  the  approach  of  error,  and  to  guard  the  Uving  in 
Jerusalem  against  evil  and  enemies.  They  are  messengers  to 
carry  the  glad  tidings  of  covenant  love  and  mercy  to  the  opened 
ears  of  JEHOVAH'S  scattered  tribes.  Thev  are  leaders  to  go 
before  the  people  in  the  word  and  doctrine  of  Christ,  and  in  the 
rich  and  varied  experience  wrought  in  the  Church  by  the  Holy 
Ghost.  They  go  before  them  to  the  depths  of  heart  sorrow  and 
soul  trouble,  and  to  the  heights  of  Divine  joy  and  spiritual  con- 
solation. They  struggle  with  Satan  in  the  dust  of  sin  and 
corruption,  and  they  tnumph  over  him  in  the  ranges  of  covenant 
favour.  Mark  you,  I  believe  that  the  preaching  which  has  all 
to  do  with  the  dust  and  the  devil  will  only  leave  people  dusty 
and  devilish ;  while  the  testimony  which  flows  from  an  exercised 
heart  acquainted  with  its  changes  and  the  unchangeableness  of 
the  Saviour  is  that  which  the  Holy  Ghost  will  honour  in  lifting 
beggars  from  the  dunghill  and  setting  them  upon  the  throne  of 
glorv.  It  is  by  this  that  the  truly  taught  children  of  God« 
^^  behold  as  in  a  glass  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  and  are  changed 
into  the  same  image  from  glory  to  glory,  even  as  by  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  "  (2  Cor.  iv.  18).  Those  whom  God  calls  and  com- 
missions are  also  styled,  "  The  glory  op  Christ."  This  is  the 
most  illustrious  titie  given  by  the  Holy  Ghost  to  the  ministers 
of  the  Gospel.  Christ  is  the  brightness  of  His  Father's  glory, 
and  blessea  be  God,  every  minister  commiasioned  byHim,  every 
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meflsenger  flent  forth  by  Him,  and  every  preacher  anointed  by 
His  Spirit  to  open  up  the  mysteries  of  redeeming  love,  is  the 
brightness  of  His  gloi^r-  Let  me  now  ask  yon,  What  would  all 
my  preaching  be  were  it  not  for  the  exaltation,  exhibition,  and 
revelation  of  a  precious  Christ  therein?  Nothing  but  vain 
talking  to  wear  out  the  patience  of  6od*s  tried  and  tempted 
children.  It  is  the  blessea  privilege  of  God's  appointed  ministers 
to  lead  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  through  Zion  s  gates  to  enjoy 
the  rights  and  immunities  of  their  citizenship.  According  to  the 
order  set  down  this  morning  we  will  consider — 

II. — The  gates — *'Open  ye  the  gates."  What  are  these 
gates  ?  They  are  the  entrances  into  a  state  of  grace  and  accept- 
ance with  a  covenant  God  in  Christ.  They  are  the  Divine  and 
spiritual  openings  into  the  city  of  Zion.  It  is  not  ours  now  to 
consider  the  glories  of  that  city  set  before  us  in  the  Book  of 
Revelation  xxi.  and  xxii.,  where  we  have  but  a  faint  description 
in  metaphorical  language  of  the  glories  of  that  home  which 
JEHOVAH  the  Father  has  prepared  for  His  people,  which 
JEHOVAH-JESUS  possesses  for  them,  and  of  which  JEHOVAH 
the  Spirit  gives  them  the  earnest  in  their  hearts.  There  the  gates 
are  open  continually.  No  shutting,  bolting,  or  barring  at  the 
close  of  day,  for  there  is  no  night  there.  Near  to  that  blessed 
region  neither  Satan,  sin,  nor  suffering  can  approach.  We  have 
to  do  with  a  city  the  appearance  of  whicn  reminds  us  that 
Christ's  Church  here  upon  earth  is  in  a  militant  state.  Enemies 
and  dangers  surround  the  Church  on  every  hand,  and  yet,  mark 
you,  there  are  no  real  dangers  to  those  who  are  fenced  about 
with  every  attribute  of  Deity.  We  see  according  to  the 
description  of  the  city  in  the  first  verse  that  the  walls  are 
not  simply  foursquare  to  surround  it,  but  concentric,  wall  within 
wall,  for  protection  and  defence.  This  necessitates  gate  within 
gate,  through  which  those  who  seek  repose  and  security  must 
pass.  Gate  after  gate  must  be  opened  and  passed  through  by 
the  living  childen  of  God,  according  to  that  gracious  commana 
of  the  Leader  and  Commander  of  the  redeemed  hosts  to  His 
commissioned  officers,  '^  Go  through,  go  through  the  gates; 
prepare  ye  the  way  of  the  people ;  cast  up,  cast  up  the  highway ; 
gather  out  the  stones ;  lift  up  a  standard  for  the  people"  (Isa.  Ixii. 
10).  This  is  the  command  of  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  to 
His  ministers,  who  must  first  go  through  the  various  gates  of 
God's  providing  before  they  can  describe  and  open  them  to  the 
elect  and  redeemed  people  of  God.  The  first  we  shall  notice 
is 

The  gate  of  regeneration.  Turn  with  me  to  Matt.  vii. 
13,  14 :  "  Enter  ye  m  at  the  strait  gate :  for  wide  is  the  gate, 
and  broad  is  the  way,  that  leadeth  to  destruction,  and  many 
there  be  which  go  in  thereat :  because  strait  is  the  gate,  and 
narrow  is  the  way,  which  leadeth  unto  life,  and  few  there  be 
that  find  it."    There  are  not  many,  comparatively  speaking, 
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even  amongst  those  who  profees  and  call  themselves  CSiristians, 
to  whom  the  strait  gate  of  regeneration  has  been  opened 
spiritnaUy  and  experimentally.  You  may  rest  assured  that  not 
all  in  a  professedly  free-grace  congregation,  not  all  who  can  talk 
very  fluently  concerning  the  doctnnes  of  ^race  and  of  the  grace 
of  the  doctrines,  have  entered  through  tnis  very  narrow  gate. 
Many  of  those  who  have  gone  throu^  cannot  truly  understand 
the  straitness  of  the  gate  and  the  narrowness  of  the  way,  because 
of  their  fleshly  propensities  and  weaknesses.    With  them  "  the 

Sirit  indeed  is  wiUing,  but  the  flesh  is  weak  "  (Matt.  xxvi.  41). 
ittimes  the  flesh  will  prove  itself  the  stronger  of  the  two.  Many 
of  the  living  familv  are  not  contented  with  what  a  covenant  God 
will  have  them  to  be.  He  will  prove  to  them  in  the  experience  of 
their  heart,  that  while  it  is  theirs  to  pass  through  the  gate  and 
proceed  along  the  way,  they  walk  not,  but  are  carried.  In  that 
way  they  journey,  yet  not  one  step  of  the  journey  is  theirs,  but 
His,  who  has  so  graciously  promised  to  lead  them  continually, 
to  guide  them  in  the  wav  they  shall  ^o,  to  bear  them  upon  ms 
powerful  shoulders  in  the  midst  of  all  their  infirmities,  and  to 
carry  them  in  His  bosom  when  weak,  weary,  and  worn.  Throueh 
this  gate  and  in  this  way  there  is  no  room  whatever  for  tne 
creature,  and  no  standing  for  old  Adam,  no,  not  for  a  moment 
on  this  consecrated  ground.  Of  this  ground  JEHOVAH  said  to 
Moses,  "  Put  off  thy  shoes  from  off  thy  feet,  for  the  place  whereon 
thou  standest  is  holy  ground''  (Exod.  iii.  5).  This  was  the 
highly-favoured  ground  of  Divine  revelation,  spiritual  promise, 
and  covenant  relationship.  Here  there  is  no  room  at  au  for  old 
nature  to  stand  or  walk.  This  groimd  belongs  exclusively  to 
a  precious  Christ.  It  is  the  property  of  the  great  and  glorious 
Head  over  all  things  to  His  Church.  If  I  stand  upon  that 
ground,  it  is  in  Him.  If  I  possess  it,  I  possess  it  in  Him.  If  I 
am  blessed  with  an  entrance  into  the  holy,  spiritual,  and  heavenly 
city  of  Zion,  it  is  wholly  in  Him,  by  Him,  through  Him,  and  with 
Him.  Do  I  speak  of  the  life  I  enjoy  in  union  with  Himi  I  say 
with  Paul,  **  I  live,  yet  not  I,  but  Christ  Uveth  in  me  "  (Gal.  ii. 
20).  Have  I  faith  !  It  is  the  faith  of  Jesus  Christ  (Gal.  ii.  16). 
Have  I  hope  1  It  is  Christ  in  me  the  hope  of  glory  (Col.  i.  27). 
Do  I  sing  t  Yes,  blessed  be  God,  I  do  sometimes,  and  often 
when  I  try  in  the  assembly  of  God's  saints  to  sing  His  praises. 
He  sends  the  waster  to  destroy  all  my  fleshly  efforts,  and  gives 
xne  to  know  that  of  myself  I  cannot  sing ;  but  when  1  am 
blessed  with  a  rejoicing  spirit,  it  is  no  more  I  that  sing,  but  Christ 
that  sings  in  me  (Heb.  ii.  12).  Do  I  prayt  Tes,  I  do.  More 
frequency  when  my  lips  are  closed,  my  tongue  fails  for  thirst, 
my  spirit  faints  with  spiritual  desire,  and  I  can  only  stammer 
out  a  few  incoherent  utterances.  Then  it  is  mine  to  listen  to 
the  beatings  of  my  spiritual  heart,  the  breathings  of  His  Spirit, 
and  to  know  the  meaning  of  those  preciotm  Unes,  the  sweetness 
of  which  I  cannot  express ; — 
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*'  And  if  in  lonely  places 

A  fearful  child  I  ehrink, 
He  prays  the  prayers  within  me, 

I  cannot  ask  or  think — 
The  deep  unspoken  language 

Known  only  to  that  loye, 
Which  fathoms  the  heart's  mystery 

From  the  throne  of  light  above.*' 

Do  I  preach!  Sometimes  I  feel  that  I  can  ;  but  God  is  sure  to 
stain  my  pride,  and  prove  to  me  that  I  can  no  more  preach  than 
I  can  create  a  world.  All  acceptable  preaching  to  the  heai*t8 
of  God's  children  is  by  Him  whose  lips  are  filled  with  grace. 
This  preaching  is  beautifully  expressed  in  1  Peter  i.  12  :  "Them 
that  have  preached  the  Gospel  unto  you  with  the  Holy  Ghost 
sent  down  from  heaven."  Inside  the  gate  of  regeneration^  Christ 
is  All  and  in  all. 

I  think  I  have  told  you  before  of  the  dream  of  a  colonel  in 
the  army  whom  God  brought  into  the  rich  enjoyment  of  His 
lovingkindness  and  tender  mercy  in  Jesus  Christ.  In  his  dream 
he  saw  the  heavenly  city,  the  new  Jerusalem.  He  sought  an 
entrance  to  enjoy  its  privileges  and  immunities,  but  this  waa 
denied  him.  Something  induced  him  to  strip  himself  of  his 
clothes.  He  took  off  his  coat,  but  no  admission.  Each  article 
of  clothing  was  cast  off,  and  still  the  gate  was  closed  against 
him.  He  remembered  that  next  his  skin  he  wore  a  silk  vest  of 
very  fine  texture.  This  was  off  in  an  instant,  when  the  gate 
flew  open  and  he  entered^  a  naked  sinner  into  the  presence  of 
his  God.  You  may  depend  upon  it,  whatever  reUgion,  morality, 
education,  or  accomplishment  may  have  done  for  us,  while  we 
cling  to  a  single  rag,  shred,  or  thread  of  the  same,  we  shall 
experience  no  true,  spiritual  entrance  into  the  kingdom  of  our 
God  and  His  Christ.  While  the  sinner  is  anything  in  himself, 
religiously  or  morally,  he  can  know  nothing  of  fellowship  with 
God  in  Jesus  Christ,  or  of  the  true  communion  of  saints.  He 
may  be  a  member  of  a  Church,  and  stupidly  imagine  the  Church 
cannot  prosper  without  him ;  but  he  will  ever  be  a  burden,  and 
a  source  of  anxiety  and  grief  to  the  spiritually-taught  whose 
All  is  in  the  Lord,  and  not  in  self.  He  who  is  puffed  up  with 
spiritual  pride  because  of  the  depth  of  his  experience,  or  the 
heigjht  of  his  knowledge,  may  find  to  his  sorrow  that  the  depth 
of  his  experience  reaches  to  the  depths  of  hell,  while  the  height 
of  his  knowledge  rises  no  higher  than  the  highest  hair  of  his 
head.  My  dear  friends,  the  stripping  room  is  hard  by  the  gate  of 
regeneration,  and  in  it  the  child  of  God  will  be  taught  that  he 
must  enter  into  life  halt,  and  maimed,  and  blind  (Mark  ix. 
43—47);  that  he  may  walk  with  Christ's  legs,  proceed  in 
Christ's  arms,  and  be  guided  by  Christ's  eyes.  Thus  the  elect 
and  redeemed  of  God  enter  into  life,  spiritual  and  eternal, 
which  they  shall  have  more  abundantly  (John  x.  10). 
Here  we  are  shut  u|>  to  the  glorious  truth  that  in  all  salva- 
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tion  matters,  and  in  every  spiritual  revelation,  Christ  is  All  and 
in  all.    This  is  set  before  us  in  that  precious  parable  of  the 
sheepfoldy  the  Shepherd,  and  the  sheep,  in  John  x.  1,  where  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  speaks  of  the  entering  in  thus:   "Verily, 
verily,  I  say  unto  you,  He  that  entereth  not  by  the  door  into 
the  sheepfold,  but  climbeth  up  some  other  way,  the  same  is  a 
thief  and  a  robber."    Without  the  communication  of  spiritual 
life,  without  the  conviction  of  sin  by  the  indwelling  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  without  that  stripping  process  in  which  all  creature- 
righteousness,  strength,  and  confidence  is  taken  away,  and  if  he 
who  enters  in  is  not  convinced  that  his  entrance  is  in  the  person 
of  Jesus,  by  the  intercession  of  Jesus,  with  the  works  of  Jesus, 
and  through  the  blood  and  righteousness  of  Jesus,  "  the  same  is 
a  thief  and  a  robber."    He  steals  the  glory  of  salvation  from 
Christ,  and  robs  the  Holy  Ghost  of  all  honour  in  his  work  of 
regeneration.    How  many  thieves  and  robbers  have  we  in  this 
congregation  to-night  1     If  I  were  to  attempt  counting  them, 
it  would  only  prove  my  folly.    No  minister  of  the  Gospel  can 
with  unerring  certainty  distinguish  between  the  saints  and 
sinners  in  his  congregation,  and  I  believe  any  minister  who 
attempts  that  game  is  more  under  the  influence  of  Satan,  and 
puffed  up  with  his  fleshly  mind,  than  under  the  guidance  of 
God  the  Holy  Ghost.    I  know  full  well  that  every  God-sent 
minister  who  preaches  the  living  Word  will  be  a  divider  between 
flesh  and  Spuit,  nature  and  grace  in  the  child  of  God,  and 
between  the  elect  and  reprobate  amon^  his  hearers.     God  alone 
knows  how  it  is  done  whilst  the  minister  is  totally  ignorant  of 
the  stir  his  testimony  is  producing.    You  remember  the  testi- 
mony of  JEHOVAH  to  Jeremiah :  "  If  thou  return,  then  will 
I  bring  thee  again,  and  thou  shalt  stand  before  Me:  and  if  thou 
take  forth  the  precious  from  the  vile,  thou  shalt  be  as  My  mouth  " 
(Jer.  XV.  19).  Mark  I   It  is  not  taking  the  vile  from  the  precious. 
I  have  heard  preachers  who  have  paid  more  attention  to  the 
vile  than  to  the  precious,  who  hurled  stones  of  truth  at  the  heads 
of  some  of  their  hearers,  but  whose  testimony  touched  not  my 
heart*    This  reminds  me  of  a  saying  of  my  now  glorified  friend 
O'Leary,  which  is  this,  "  Thrashing  Arminians  is  not  feeding  t/ie 
flock;  but,  if  the  flock  is  fedy  Anninians  will  be  sure  to  be  thrashed.^* 
Let  the  flock  be  fed  with  pure  provision,  and  the  swinish  herd 
that  feeds  upon  offal  will  be  sure  to  wince  and  fly  off.    It  is  mv 
delight  to  do  the  bidding  of  our  most  glorious  Christ  and  preach 
His  pure  Gospel  to  the  elect  of  God.    "  Oh  1 "  cries  Mr.  Duty- 
faith,  "  you  do  not  preach  the  Gospel  to  sinners  I "    Get  away 
with  you,  old  gentleman,  I  do  not  preach  to  anyone  else,  for  I 
know  of  none  out  sinners  to  preach  to. 

*^  This  faithful  sajinjn^  let  us  own 
(Well  worthy  'tis  to  be  believ'd), 
That  Chriat  into  the  world  came  down, 
That  sinnen  might  by  Him  be  sav'd: 
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Smners  are  high  in  His  esteem, 
And  sinners  highly  yalue  Him." 

Some  of  us  know  the  truth  and  preciousness  of  these  lines  of 
spiritual  import : 

**  What  comfort  can  a  Sayiour  bring 

To  those  who  never  felt  their  woe  / 
A  sinner  is  a  sacred  thing, 

The  Holy  Ghost  has  made  him  so: 
New  life  from  Him  we  must  receive 
Before  for  sin  we  rightly  grieve." 

Let  me  ask  again,  How  many  thieves  and  robbers  are  there 
here  this  evening?  If  any  of  you  have  climbed  over  the  wall, 
or  crept  under  the  gate,  for  religious  old  Adam  is  so  mighty 
clever  that,  if  he  has  not  an  opportunity  to  climb  over  the  wall, 
he  will  humble  himself  to  creep  under  the  gate,  so  as  to  be  able 
to  exhibit  himself  in  the  assemblies  of  the  saints.  Read  John 
X.  9 :  **  I  am  the  Door :  by  Me,  if  any  man  enter  in,  he  shall  be 
saved,  and  shall  go  in  and  out  and  find  pasture."  Mark  that, 
"  by  Jfi?,"  not  by  any  fleshly  effort  or  creature  aid.  Do  you 
know  anything  of  that  in  and  out  experience  t  This  is  that 
which  a  few  of  us  were  privileged  to  listen  to  the  other  night 
from  those  remarkable  words :  "  And  God  went  up  from  him  in 
the  place  where  He  talked  with  him*'  (Gen.  xxxv.  13).  In  the 
very  place  where  God  reveals  His  gracious  presence  and  com- 
municates His  lovingkindness  and  tender  mercy.  He  will  go  up, 
hide  His  face,  and  cause  His  deserted  and  desolate  children  to 
seek  after  Him.  There  is  a  spiritual  going  in  and  out  known 
only  to  the  living  in  Jerusalem ;  and  it  is  always  by  the  door  or 
gate,  Christ  Jesus.  You  will  have  some  spiritual  understanding 
of  this  if  the  Holy  Ghost  is  pleased  to  throw  the  light  of  God 
upon  those  three  precious  Psalms,  the  22nd  revealing  the  good 
Snepherd  in  Redemption,  the  23rd  the  gre.at  Shepherd  in  Resur- 
rection, and  the  24th  the  chief  Shepherd  in  Glory  and  Regenera- 
tion. Yes,  the  24th  speaks  of  spiritual  regeneration.  Look  at  the 
6th  and  following  verees :  **  This  is  the  generation  of  them  that 
seek  Him,  that  seek  Thy  face,  0  God  of  Jacob.  Lift  up  your 
heads,  0  ye  gates;  and  be  ye  lift  up,  ye  everlasting  doors;  and 
the  King  of  glory  shall  come  in.''  This  is  an  allusion  to  military 
customs.  A  triumphant  conqueror  approaches  the  gates  of  a 
city  subdued  to  himself,  when  the  demand  goes  forth  for  the 
gates  with  the  portcullis  to  be  opened  and  lifted  up.  Many 
would  confine  this  to  the  entrance  of  our  blessed  Lord  into 
glory  up  yonder.  Blessed  be  God,  glory  up  yonder  cannot  exist 
without  its  being  revealed  to  God's  redeemed  down  here. 
Christ  has  entered  into  His  glory  in  the  presence  of  God  the 
Father,  and  He  enters  into  it  with  great  delight  as  He  sees  the 
fruit  of  the  travail  of  His  soul  returning  unto  Him  in  spiritual 
regeneration.  "  Lift  up  your  heads,  0  ye  gates,"  is  a  Divine 
command  accompanied  by  Divine  power,  and  Jesus  enters  into 
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the  heart  of  His  redeemed^  and  His  redeemed  enter  into  Bis, 
and  they  in  blessed  oneness  enter  into  possession  of  the  glory 
which  the  Father  reserved  for  them  from  the  days  of  eternitj^. 
In  reply  to  the  command,  the  question  is  asked,  "Who  is  this 
King  of  glory!"  The  answer  is  immediately  given,  "The 
LORD  strong  and  mighty,  the  LORD  mighty  m  battle."  The 
command  is  repeated,  "  Lift  up  your  heads,  0  ye  gates ;  even 
lift  them  up,  ye  everlasting  doons,  and  the  King  of  glory  shall 
come  in."  The  question  again  goes  forth,  "  Who  is  this  King 
of  glory?"  when  the  answer  comes  pealing  down  in  tones  of 
omnipotent  grace,  **The  LORD  of  hosts,  He  is  the  King  of 
glory."  Yes,  He  the  LORD  of  all  the  hosts  of  angels  who  do 
His  pleasure,  of  all  the  hosts  of  His  redeemed  scattered  abroad 
throughout  this  naughty  world,  of  all  the  hosts  of  infernal  snirits, 
who,  with  all  their  malignity  cigainst  the  Church  of  Goa,  can 
only  work  His  pleasure  in  the  polishing  and  perfecting  of  the 
saints,  all  the  hosts  of  influences  which  surround  us,  all  the 
hosts  of  raindrops  which  have  soaked  our  earth  of  late,  causing 
men's  hearts  to  quake  for  fear  through  not  reaUsing  that  every 
drop  has  to  do  with  the  accomplishment  of  the  will  of 

"  The  great  First  Cause  of  all  events, 
Who  gives  decrees,  and  ne'er  repents, 
And  Holj  is  His  name." 

As  He  passes  through  the  gate  of  regeneration  by  His  resur- 
rection power.  He  takes  possession  of  the  hearts  of  His  people, 
the  citadel  of  Mansoul,  so  beautifully  described  in  Bunyan's 
•*  Holy  War."  As  this  is  accomplished  in  our  heart's  experience, 
we  see  His  hand  in  every  circumstance  surrounding  us,  and 
shall  acknowledge  the  working  of  His  will  in  the  midst  of  all 
the  confusion,  depression,  distress,  and  sorrow  we  meet  with  on 
every  hand.  There  is  no  real  quietness  for  any  but  those  who 
have  passed  through  the  gate,  and  entered  into  His  courts  with 
praise,  to  express  their  thankfulness,  and  speak  well  of  His  name. 
We  will  now  hasten  to  notice. 

The  gate  of  hope.  Turn  with  me  to  Hosea  ii.  14,  15 :  **  There- 
fore, behold,  I  win  allure  her,  and  bring  her  into  the  wilderness.^ 
We  do  not  always  like  that.  God  calls  it  in  Ezekiel  xx.  35 : 
**  The  wilderness  of  the  people."  This  is  not  a  pleasant*  but  it  is 
a  very  profitable  place  for  the  children  of  God.  '*And  speak 
comfortably  unto  hei,"  or,  **/rwnd/y,"  or,  "to  lier  heart'' 
Heari-work  and  heart-communications  alone  will  satisfy  the 
new-born  and  the  true-born  child  of  God,  who  has  entered  into 
oommunion  with  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost  through  the  gate 
of  regeneration.  "  And  I  will  give  her  her  vineyards  from  thence." 
From  whence  t  i<'rom  that  very  spot  of  her  wilderness  experi- 
ence. Just  think  of  that  the  next  time  you  are  brouebt  to 
experience  the  wilderness  of  this  world,  the  wilderness  oi  your 
heart,  and  the  wild  wilderness  of  the  people  among  whom  you 
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dwell— a  wilderness  intrioate,  puzzling,  and  perplexing,  "  I  will 
give  her  her  vineyards  from  thence."  "And  the  vallev  <J  Achor,*' 
a  plaoe  of  trouble,  confusion,  disorder,  distress,  and  death.  ''And 
Ihe  vallejr  of  Achor  for  a  door  of  hope  J*  0  what  a  glorious  truth  I 
In  the  midst  of  all  our  donbts,  fears,  and  anxieties,  hope  springs 
up  in  the  heart,  and  the  door  opens  through  which  the  child  of 
God  must  pass  into  the  enjoyment  of  faith  iq  the  person  and 
promises  of  JEHOVAH-JESUS,  Son  of  God  most  high.  It  is 
ofttimes  the  case,  that  before  faith  is  experienced,  hope  is  experi- 
mentally possessed.  There  are  many  of  God's  children  who 
possess  the  faith  of  His  operation,  who,  if  asked  as  to  the  reality 
of  it,  would  ignore  its  existence  altogether.  By  the  light  of 
God  the  child  sees,  feels,  and  is  fully  acquainted  with  the 
unbelief  of  his  nature,  yet  will  not  give  up  his  little  hope.  This 
is  the  "  good  hope  through  grace  "  given  hj  God  to  raul  and 
his  Thessalonian  brethren  (2  Thess.  ii.  16).  It  was  this  caused 
the  hymn  writer  to  sing  so  sweetly, — 

'*  Qood  hope  tbroogh  grace  the  saints  possess, 
The  firait  of  Jesns'  righteousness, 

And  by  His  Bpirit  given  ; 
Faith  eyes  the  promise  firm  and  sore. 
And  hope  expects  for  evermore 

To  dwell  with  Christ  in  heaven." 

What  is  hope  ?  It  is  belief  not  amounting  to  certainty.  Lock 
at  that  precious  description  given  of  it  in  Heb.  vi.  18,  19,  where, 
in  descnbing  the  persons  who  are  blessed  with  the  possession  of 
it  as  refitgees  of  hope,  the  apostle  savs,  "  Wherein  6od,  willing 
more  abundantly  to  show  unto  the  heirs  of  promise  the  immu- 
tability of  His  counsel,  confirmed  it  by  an  oath ;  that  by  two 
immutable  things,  in  which  it  was  impossible  for  God  to  he,  we 
mieht  have  strong  consolation,  who  have  fled  for  refuge  to  lay 
hold  upon  the  hope  set  before  us :  which  hope  we  have  as  an 
anchor  of  the  soul,  both  sure  and  stedfast,  and  which  entereth 
into  that  within  the  veil,  whither  the  Forerunner  is  for  us  entered, 
even  Jesus."  The  heirs  of  promise  and  refugees  of  hope  flee  to 
the  true  city  of  refuge  which  is  Christ  Himself,  in  whom  no 
condemnation,  no  death,  no  danger,  can  ever  be  found.  To 
fugitives  from  law,  sin,  death,  and  bell,  this  gate  of  hope  is 
opened  by  Zion's  gate-keepers  in  their  faithful  declarations  of 
Gfod's  glorious  Gospel.  Hope  may  appear  to  be  a  very  feeble 
grace,  yet  it  is  a  very  blessed  one,  lor  it  pleases  the  Lord  to 
have  gracious  respect  to  those  that  hope  in  His  mercy,  thou{|^h 
they  will  not  presume  to  boast  of  any  volition  of  their  mind  m 
the  matter  (Psa.  xxxiii.  18).  Turn  with  me  to  Col.  i.  27 :  •*  To 
whom  God  would  make  known  what  is  the  riches  of  the  glory 
of  this  mystery  among  the  Gentiles ;  which  is  Christ  in  you  the 
Hope  of  glorv."  Seel  Christ  my  Lifel  Christ  n^  Hopel 
Christ  my  All !  As  I  enter  into  the  enjoyment  of  this  Hope,  my 
heart  goes  out  to  God  for  the  little  ones  in  His  family  m  the 
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words  of  N^ebemiah  i.  11 :  "0  LORD,  I  beseech  Tbee,  let  now 
Tbine  ear  be  attentive  to  the  prayer  of  Thy  servaDt,  and  to  the 
prayer  of  Thy  servants  who  desire  to  fear  Thy  name  J*  *'  Begotten 
again  unto  a  lively  hope  by  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ 
from  the  dead"  (1  Peter  i.  3),  "by  Christ  we  have  access  into 
this  grace  wherein  we  stand,  and  rejoice  in  hope  of  the  glory  of 
God"  (Rom.  V.  2).  By  Christ's  own  testimony  from  the  hps  of 
His  sent  ministers  who  have  gone  before  us  through  the  gates 
of  regeneration  and  hope,  we  are  brought  to  a  spiritual  under- 
standing of  our  being  citizens  of  no  mean  city,  and  of  our 
progress  to  the  palace  of  our  King.     We  are  now  led  to 

The  gate  of  faith.  Where  do  we  find  this  ?  Turn  to  Acts 
xiv.  27 :  **  And  when  they  were  come,  and  had  gathered  the 
Church  togethdr,  they  rehearsed  all  that  God  had  done  with 
them,  and  how  He  had  opened  the  door  of  faith  unto  the 
Gentiles."  This  door,  or  gate  of  faith  was  opened  by  God 
through  the  testimony  of  the  apostles.  So  it  is  now.  Zion's 
gatekeepers  testify  of  Christ  in  His  fulness  and  sufficiency  of  grace 
by  wbicn  the  gates  are  opened  for  the  entrance  of  the  redeemed 
into  the  enjoyment  of  their  citizenship.  As  we  read  of  the  door 
of  faith,  we  are  led  to  contemplate  faith's  door,  which  is  Christ, 
according  to  that  precious  declaration  referred  to  in  John  x.  9 : 
**  I  am  the  Door."  If  I  enter  into  the  city,  it  is  by  precious  faith  ; 
yet  the  faith  is  not  of  my  own  producing,  but  tnat  of  the  opera- 
tion of  God  (Col.  ii.  12).  Without  faith  it  is  impossible  to  please 
Him  (Heb.  xi.  6).  Without  holiness  I  cannnot  see  Him 
(Heb.  xii.  14)  ;  without  blood  there  is  no  redemption  ;  without 
righteousness  there  is  no  justification;  and  without  wisdom 
there  is  no  understanding  in  the  way.  But  Christ  is  the  Object, 
Author,  and  Finisher  of  my  faith,  Christ  is  my  Hope,  Christ  is  my 
Sanctification,  Christ  is  my  Righteousness,  Christ  is  my  Redemp- 
tion, Christ  is  my  Glory,  and  Christ  is  my  All  in  All.  In  1  Cor. 
xvi.  9,  Paul  says,  "  For  a  great  door  and  eflTectual  is  opened 
unto  me,  and  there  are  many  adversaries."  Has  God's  faith 
been  wrought  in  you  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  so  that 
your  hand  clings  to  a  precious  Christ,  your  feet  run  to  a  precious 
Christ,  your  eyes  look  to  a  precious  Christ,  your  heart  longs  for 
a  precious  Christ,  your  spirit  hungers  and  thirsts  for  a  precious 
Christ  t  Then,  as  assuredly  as  Christ  entered  into  the  holiest  of 
all  for  you,  so  jrour  faith  and  hope  have  entered  too,  and  are 
centered  in  Him  there.  As  you  have  entered  feelingly  and 
experimentally  into  the  enjoyment  of  the  privileges  and  immu- 
nities of  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  rejoice  even  a  little  in  the 
Spiritual  apprehension  of  them  here  below,  so  you  will  enter  into 
is  glory  up  yonder  when  all  the  temptations  and  trials  of  the 
journey  are  past  and  gone  for  ever. 

Faith.  What  is  it  t  It  is  the  reliance  of  the  heart  upon 
God's  testimony.  It  is  beUeving  that  which  we  do  not  see. 
I  have  a  pair  of  spectacles  in  my  hand,  but  I  do  not  believe  they 
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are  there.    I  know  it  by  the  evidence  of  my  natural  senses.    Tell 
me  of  something  I  never  saw,  and  1  either  believe  or  disbelieve 

Jrou.  Tell  me  of  something  apart  altogether  from  my  know- 
edge,  and  as  this  is  brougnt  home  with  convincing  proof  of 
its  truthfulness,  I  receive  it  and  rely  upon  it  as  truth*  I 
thus  understand  spiritually  the  apostle's  declaration  in  Heb. 
zi.  1:  ^^ Now  faith  is  the  substance/' ^auncf,  or  canMencet  ''of 
things  hoped  for,  the  evidence  of  things  not  seen."  Faith  is  the 
spiritual  enjoyment  of  the  person,  preciousness,  and  power  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Do  1  believe  in  His  righteousness?  It 
is  by  His  faith  (Phil.  iii.  9).  Do  I  believe  that  I  possess  His 
life  t  It  is  by  His  faith  (Gal.  ii.  20).  Do  I  believe  that  I  am 
justified  before  God  ?  It  is  by  the  faith  of  Jesus  Christ  (Gal.  ii. 
16).  Now  turn  to  that  precious  portion  recorded  in  Acts  xiiL 
38,  39  :  **  Be  it  known  unto  you  therefore,  men  and  brethren, 
that  through  this  man  is  {.^'eached  unto  you  the  forgiveness  of 
sins :  and  by  Him  all  that  believe  are  justified  from  all  things, 
from  which  ye  could  not  be  justified  bv  the  law  of  Moses."    Do 

f'ou  say  my  justification  is  by  my  believing  t  I  say  it  is  not. 
t  is  "  BY  Him  all  that  behave  are  justified  from  all  things." 
Through  whatever  minister  you  have  received  this  precious 
truth,  the  same  is  ZiorCs  gate-opener  to  you. 

The  aate  of  righteousness.  Now  turn  with  me  to  that 
resurrection  and  regeneration  Psalm,  the  108th,  where  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  says,  *^  The  LORD  hath  chastened  Me  sore :  but  He 
hath  not  given  Me  over  unto  death.  Open  to  Me  the  gates  of 
righteousness,  I  will  go  into  them,  and  I  will  praise  the  LORD. 
This  gate  of  the  LORD,  into  which  the  righteous  shall  enter." 
It  is  the  voice  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  who  calls,  **  Open  to  Me 
the  gates  of  righteousness."  What  are  these  gates  ?  The  gate 
of  regeneration,  the  gate  of  hope,  and  the  gate  of  faith  through 
which  the  Head  of  the  Church  passes  with  His  members. 
Through  them  He  must  pass  with  all  those  whom  the  Father 
gave  to  Him,  whom  He  redeemed  with  His  most  precious  blood, 
who  are  the  fruit  of  His  soul  travail,  the  joy  of  His  heart,  and 
the  delight  of  His  eye.  Oh,  my  dear  friends,  God  does  nothing 
in  unrighteousness.  He  is  righteous  in  all  His  ways,  and  holy 
in  all  His  works  (Psa.  cxlv.  17).  He  was  righteous  before  the 
worlds  were  fmmed,  when,  in  the  decree  of  election,  part  of  the 
human  family  was  predestined  to  eternal  glory,  and  the  other 
part  left  to  wander  to  eternal  perdition.  He  was  righteous 
when,  on  Calvary's  cross,  His  precious  blood  redeemed  His  own 
elect,  and  left  the  rest  to  perish  in  their  sins.  He  was  righteous 
when,  from  Bethlehem  to  Calvary,  He  gave  a  perfect  obedience 
to  His  Father's  righteous  law  for  all  His  elect  and  redeemed 
ones  in  which  they  shall  stand  everlastingly  complete  before 
His  face.  On  righteous  ground  He  takes  possession  of  His  own, 
and  in  His  adorable  person  brings  them  through  the  ^tes  into 
the  city.    It  is  no  mean  city  where  they  find  tiieir  names 
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enrolled,  and  its  glorious  freedom  is  conferred  upon  them.  Thk 
is  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of  God.  Here  are  found 
no  legal  shackles,  no  fleshly  fetters,  no  carnal  cords  to  bind  the 
free-bom  citizens  of  the  heavenly  Jerusalem.  Within  these 
gates  the  whip  of  small  cords  prepared  by  the  legal  driver  is 
scorned  by  tnose  who  are  let  loose  to  range  the  heights  of 
covenant  favour  in  blessed  association  with  their  Redeemer  and 
their  God. 

III. — ^The  gracious  privilbges— "  That  the  righteous  nation 
which  keepeth  the  truth  may  enter  in."  This  is  the  reason 
given  for  the  command,  "  Open  ye  the  cates."  It  is  mine  then, 
and  the  blessed  privilege  of  every  GodHsent  minister  to  open 
these  gates  testimonially  by  the  declaration  of  His  tmth,  the 
proclamation  of  His  promises,  the  opening  up  of  the  mysteries 
of  grace,  and  by  tracing  the  experience  in  which  a  child  of  God 
enters  into  the  strong  city  by  spiritual  regeneration,  a  good 
hope  through  grace,  and  the  faith  of  God's  operation.  Entering 
in  this  way,  the  subject  of  Divine  grace  knows  and  feels  that  he 
forms  a  part  of  the  righteous  nation  mentioned  in  the  text. 
What  nation  is  this  ?  Some  point  to  the  Jews,  but  that  will 
not  do  for  me.  Turn  to  Psa.  xxxiii.  12 :  '^  Blessed  is  the  nation 
whose  God  is  the  LORD ;  and  the  people  whom  He  hath  chosen 
for  His  own  inheritance."  The  Holy  Ghost  describes  this  in 
1  Peter  iL  10 :  "  But  ye  are  a  chosen  generation,  a  royal  priest- 
hood, an  holy  nation."  A  nation  holy  in  its  great  and  glorious 
King.  A  nation  righteous  in  its  righteous  Head.  **  Which 
keepeth  the  truth.**  All  the  truth  designed  for  each  citizen  must, 
and  will  be,  kept  by  Him.  Some  poor  children  will  say.  We  are 
not  so  clever  as  to  be  able  to  do  that.  Wait  I  Is  the  deserter 
clever  who  keeps  the  brand  burned  into  his  flesh  t  The 
citizen  of  Zion  who  receives  the  truth  of  the  Father^s  electing 
love,  the  Son's  redeeming  grace,  and  the  Spirit's  regenerating 
mercy,  receives  it  in  the  furnace  of  affliction,  where  it  is  so 
burnt  in.  that  neither  sin,  Satan,  nor  suffering  can  ever  obUterate 
it.  The  living  child  of  God  may  ofttimes  lose  the  remembrance 
of  it,  but  the  covenant  Remembrancer  will  bring  it  to  light  in  His 
own  ^ood  time.  All  the  elect  and  redeemed  of  God  shall  enter 
into  this  no  mean  city  by  the  means  which  God  has  in  His  own 
hands,  and  shall  know  feeUngly  what  that  means  as  expressed 
in  those  lines  of  dear  old  Joseph  Irons : 

"  We  have  listened  to  the  preacher, 
Truth  by  him  has  now  been  shown  ; 
Bat  we  want  a  greater  Teacher 
From  the  eyerlasting  throne. 

Application 
Is  the  work  of  God  alone. 
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EXPERIMENTAL   INUNDATION. 


%  Sjermon 

PaBAOHEO  in  GbOTB  ChAPSL,  GAHBESWBLL,  on    SONOAY  MOBNINO, 
Maboh  80th,  1879,  BY 

THOMAS   BRADBURY. 


'^  When  the  enemy  shall  come  in  like  a  flood,  the  Spirit  of  the  LORD  shall  lift 
up  a  standard  against  him/' — Isaiah  lix.  19. 

IN  this  chapter  we  have  the  total  depravity,  utter  incorrigi- 
bility, and  universal  corruption  of  human  nature  strikingly 
set  forth.  As  my  eye  scanned  the  chapter  this  morning  before 
coming  here,  much  questioning  arose  in  my  mind  as  to  whether 
or  no  I  should  read  it  The  greater  portion  displays  the  awful 
malady*  sin,  with  only  here  and  there  a  word  about  God's 
remedy.  Here  we  can  see  sin  abounding,  and  the  chariot 
wheels  of  salvation  apparentlv  dragging  heavily.  The  opening 
words  are  an  expostulation  of  JEHOVAH  to  His  ancient  people. 
He  says,  "  Behold,  the  LORD'S  hand  is  not  shortened,  that  it 
cannot  save:  neither  His  ear  heavy,  that  it  cannot  hear." 
These  words  were  addressed  to  a  people  who  were  at  a  fearful 
distance  from  God,  yet  professedly  m^h.  Outward  privileges 
secure  not  nearness  or  communion  with  God.  In  the  midst  of 
the  corrupt  mass  of  the  Jewish  people  a  remnant  was  found  who 
mourned  over  their  felt  distance  from  the  God  they  loved,  and 
ofttimes  they  could  call  into  question  the  reality  of  their  love. 
Look  at  the  second  verse  :  **  But  your  iniquities  have  separated 
between  you  and  your  God,  and  your  sins  have  hid  His  face 
from  you,  that  He  will  not  hear."  Sin,  through  the  convicting 
power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  felt  in  the  conscience  of  a  living 
child  of  God,  forms  a  dense,  black  cloud,  hiding  a  loving  Father  s 
face  from  view.  In  this  night  of  desertion  the  sweet  recognition 
of  a  covenant  Parent  is  withheld,  when  the  child  turns  inward 
and  after  great  searchings  of  heart  comes  to  the  just  conclusion 
so  aptly  described  in  the  following  verses.  Terrible,  trenchant, 
and  unmistakable  is  the  declaration  of  JEHOVAH  concerning 
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every  part  and  particle  of  fallen  human  nature.    I  do  not  mean 
the  human  nature  of  the  reprobate  alone,  but  that  of  the  elect 
also.     The  child  of  God  sometimes  stai*t8  with  convulsive  horror 
at  the  faithful  portrait  of  himself  as  drawn  by  the  eternal  Spirit. 
How  do  I  know  this!    Because  I  have  winced  in  this  pulpit 
under  the  power  of  God's  Word  as  it  has  been  squeezed  out  of 
this  heart  of  mine  and  drawn  by  the  Spirit  of  the  living  God 
from  the  depths  of  a  Divinely  wrought  experience.    My  poor, 
proud  nature  loves  not  to  confess  this ;  but  would  be  sometbine 
m  itself  different  altogether,  and  appear  righteous,  holy,  and 
devout  in  the  eyes  of  those  whom  1  address.    But  God  has 
graciously  thrown  His  pure  unsullied  light  upon  me,  and  in 
myself — that  is,  in  my  flesh — I  can  see  no  good  thing.    Look  at 
that  beautiful  description  given  hj  Paul  of  the  light  of  Gt)d'8 
glory  shining  upon  him  in  Acts  xxii.  11.     He  says,  "  I  could  not 
see  lor  the  glory  of  that  Ught."    He  then  ceased  to  see  any 
beauty  or  merit  in  his  own  righteousness.     He -was  then  con- 
scious that  his  best  works  were  but  as  splendid  sins  in  the 
presence    of   Infinite   Excellency.      His   former  virtues    then 
appeared  as  so  many  vices  deserving  ten-thousand  times  over  the 
lowest  place  in  hell.    He  could  not  see  a  particle  of  merit  in  all 
his  religious  parade  and  performances,  or  any  hope  of  acceptance 
with  God  through  his  prayers,  praises,  or  piety.    He  could  see 
nothing  but  the  deceit,  depravity,  and  distance  from  God  as 
described  in  the  first  eight  verses  of  this  fifty-ninth  chapter  of 
Isaiah.     In  the  experience  of  the  same,  the  godly  remnant  of 
Isaiah's  day  confessed,  "Therefore  is  judgment   far  from  ufi, 
neither  doth  justice  overtake  us :  we  wait  for  light,  but  behold 
obscurity ;  for  lightness,  but  we  walk  in  darkness.     We  grope 
for  the  wall  like  the  blind,  and  we  grope  as  if  we  had  no  eyes : 
we  stumble  at  noon  as  in  the  night ;  we  are  in  desolate  places 
as  dead  men.     We  roar  all  liKe  bears,  and  mourn  sore  like 
doves :  we  look  for  judgment,  but  there  is  none ;  for  salvation, 
but  it  is  far  off  from  us.     Now  listen !    ^*  For  our  transgressions 
are  multiplied  before  Thee,  and  our  sins  testify  against  us :  for 
our  transgressions  are  with  us ;  and  as  for  our  iniquities,  we 
know  them."     In  the  glory  of  that  light  every  man  knoweth 
the  plague  of  his  own  heart.     But  look  1     "  In  transgressiue 
and  lying  against  the  LORD,  and  departing  away  from  our  God, 
speamig  oppression  and  revolt,  conceiving  and  uttering  from 
the  heart  words  of  falsehood.    And  judgment  is  turned  away 
backward,  and  justice  standeth  afar  off:  for  truth  is  fallen  in  the 
street,  and  equity  cannot  enter :  yea,  truth  faileth ;  and  he  that 
departeth  from  evil  maketh  himself  a  prey."    Mark  that  I    A 
prey  for  Satan,  a  prey  for  the  world,  a  prey  for  false  brethren,  a 
prey  for  the  proud  professor,  a  prey  to  his  evil  surmisings,  a 
prey  to  his  doubts  and  fears.    Notice  the  marginal  reading :  *'  He 
that  departeth  from  evil  is  accounted  madJ^     If  departing  from 
evil  which  appears  in  the  shape  of  error,  or,  in  the  persons  of 
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trimmers  of  God'a  truth,  ti-uoklers  with  Satan's  free-will  lies,  aud 
temporisers  for  the  sake  of  place,  position,  and  power,  be 
accounted  madness,  let  me  be  madder  still.  If  the  spiritual  and 
eternal  life  which  God  heus  given  me  be  ''  for  a  prey  in  all  places 
whither  "  I  go,  as  I  am  blessed  with  the  guidance  of  His  Spirit, 
I  bow  in  acquiescence  with  His  will,  and  my  heart  would  un- 
ceasingly respond,  Amen.  "And  the  LORD  saw  it,  and  it 
displeased  Him,  that  there  was  no  judgment.  And  He  saw  that 
there  was  no  man,  and  wondered  that  there  was  no  intercessor : 
therefore  His  arm  brought  salvation  unto  Him :  and  His 
righteousness,  it  sustained  Him.  For  He  put  on  righteousness 
as  a  breastplate,  and  a  helmet  of  salvation  upon  His  head ;  and 
He  put  on  the  garments  of  vengeance  for  clothing,  and  was  clad 
with  zeal  as  a  cloke.  According  to  their  deeds,  accordingly  He 
will  repay,  fury  to  His  adversanes,  recompence  to  His  enemies ; 
to  the  islands  He  will  repay  recompence."  Here  are  striking 
figures  from  miUtary  life  employed  to  show  forth  the  perfect  and 
complete  salvation  accomplished  for  us  b^  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
the  Captain  of  our  salvation,  and  the  entire  overthrow  of  all  our 
spiritual  enemies.  '*  So  shall  they  fear  the  name  of  the  LORD 
from  the  West,  and  His  glory  from  the  rising  of  the  sun."  What 
does  this  mean?  That  from  all  parts  of  the  habitable  globe, 
from  both  hemispheres,  the  elect  sons  and  daughters  of 
JEHOVAH  shall  be  brought  to  experience  the  blessings  of  His 
salvation,  to  enjoy  the  bounties  of  His  house,  to  feed  upon  the 
provisions  of  His  table,  and  to  delight  in  the  affections  of  His 
heart.  Then  we  come  to  the  words  of  our  text,  and  very 
precious  words  they  are.    Look  at  them ! 

"  When  the  enemy  shall  come  in  like  a  flood,  the  Spirit  of 
the  LORD  shall  lift  up  a  standard  against  him,"  or,  according  to 
the  margin,  *^piU  kirn  toJUght." 

Divine  certainties  appear  in  every  part  of  this  very  precious 
portion  of  inspired  truth.  Ay,  and  Divine  certainties  appear  in 
those  very  spots  where  our  sensitive  spirits  quail.  The  inspired 
writer  says,  "  When  the  enemy  shall  conie  in.  It  is  not, "  When 
the  enemy  may  come  in."  What  say  our  nice,  cozy,  comfortable, 
drawing-room  professors  to  this?  There  are  thousands  who  are 
trifling  with  eternal  realities  and  playing  at  religious  sham-fights 
who  never  smelt  hell's  powder,  nor  trembled  before  the  roar  of 
heaven's  aiiillery.  Yes,  there  are  thousands  who  have  not 
experienced  the  lodgment  in  their  trembling  souls  of  venomed 
shafts  from  Satan's  quiver,  and  who  know  nothing  of  his  fiery 
darts  of  temptation,  which  work  sad  havoc  in  the  spiiitual 
experience  of  the  tried  and  tempted  children  of  God.  Art  thou 
a  child  of  God  by  spiritual  regeneration  ?  The  enemy  shall  come 
in  to  question  thy  sonship.     Art  thou  a  partaker  of  the  Father's 

frace  1     The  enemy  shall  come  in  and  suggest  the  falsity  of  it. 
rt  thou  in  possession  of  God's  salvation  ?     The  enemy  sliall 
come  in  causing  doubt  and  unbelief  as  to  thy  interest  therein. 
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Art  thou  blessed  with  the  comforts  and  consolations  which 
abound  by  Jesus  Christ  t  The  enemy  shall  come  in  and  turn 
them  into  grief  and  mourning.  But  there  is  another  Divine 
certainty  in  the  text  which  is  a  marvellous  mercy  of  a  covenant 
God,  ^'  the  Spirit  of  the  LORD  shall  lift  up  a  standard  against 
him."  For  every  misery  the  child  of  God  experiences,  the 
Father  has  a  mercv  in  store.  There  is  not  a  sorrow  that  a 
pilgrim  of  Zion  shall  bear,  but  Zion's  King  has  a  joy  treasured 
up  for  him.  There  is  not  a  day  of  adversity  dawns  upon  the 
living  in  Jerusalem,  but  what  is  followed  by  a  day  of  prosperity. 
There  cannot  be  a  night  of  gloom  to  God*s  Israel  not  succeeded 
by  a  morning  of  joy.  Does  the  Christian  traveller  sigh  because 
of  his  felt  distance  from  his  Father's  house  ?  He  shall  be  led  to 
His  presence,  which  is  salvation,  and  where  there  is  fulness  of 
joy  for  evermore. 

But  it  is  ours  for  a  little  while,  in  humble  dependence  upon 
the  Spirit's  gracious  guidance,  to  contemplate  this  interesting 
and  instructive  portion  of  the  written  Word,  and  in  so  doing, 
notice  it  in  the  four  following  aspects : — 

I. — The  enemy — **When  the  enemy  shall  come  in  like  a 
flood." 

n. — The  Godhead  of  the  Holy  Ghost — "  The  Spirit  of  the 
Lord." 

ni.— His  gracious  work—"  ShaD  lift  up  a  standard  against 
him." 

IV.— The  glorious  result  —  "  Shall  put  Mm  to  flight " 
(Margin). 

I. — The  enemy—"  When  the  enemy  shall  come  in."  Who 
is  he  ?  We  are  not  left  long  in  doubt  concerning  the  identity 
of  this  person.  Turn  with  me  to  Matthew  xiii.  24 — 28: 
"  Another  parable  put  He  forth  unto  them,  saying,  The  kin^om 
of  heaven  is  Ukened  unto  a  man  which  sowed  good  seed  m  his 
field :  but  while  men  slept,  his  enemy  came  and  sowed  tares 
among  the  wheat,  and  went  his  way."  The  term  "  kingdom  of 
heaven "  is  a  characteristic  of  the  Gospel  by  Matthew,  as  the 
word  *^ heaven*^  is  of  the  Book  of  Revelation.  "And  there 
appeared  another  wonder  in  heaven;  and  behold  a  great  red 
dragon,  having  seven  heads  and  ten  horns."  Now  we  cannot 
for  a  moment  suppose  that  the  devil  can  enter  into  the  special 
residence  of  Deity.  The  terms  "kingdom  of  heaven'  and 
"heaven,"  refer  to  events  transpiring  in  this  dispensation  of 
grace  amongst  the  heavenly  people  who  are  mixed  up,  and 
sun*ounded  with  earthly  associations.  Is  good  seed  sown  f  The 
enemy  is  sure  to  come  and  sow  his  tares.  ^*  So  the  servants  of 
the  householder  came  and  said  unto  him,  Sir,  didst  thou  not  sow 
good  seed  in  thy  field?  from  whence  then  hath  it  tares?  He 
said  unto  them,  An  enemy  hath  done  thisJ*^  Now  when  the 
disciples  were  alone  with  tneir  Lord,  they  asked  Him  to  explain 
the  parable.      "He   answered   and  said  unto  th^m.  He  that 
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soweth  the  good  seed  is  the  Son  of  man ;  the  field  is  the  world ; 
the  good  seed  are  the  children  of  the  kingdom ;  but  the  tares 
are  the  children  of  the  wicked  one ;  the  enemy  that  sowed  them 
18  the  deviV*  Here  we  are  not  left  in  doubt  as  to  who  is  the 
groat  enemy  of  God,  His  Christ,  and  His  people.  This  is 
revealed  throughout  the  whole  of  God's  blessea  Book.  I  would 
here  direct  your  attention  to  a  peculiarity  in  the  writings  of 
John :  when  the  threefold  enemy  of  the  Church  of  God^  the 
world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil,  is  described,  it  is  thus : — 

1.  The  world  against  the  Father.  See  1  John  ii.  15,  16  :  **  If 
any  man  love  the  world,  the  love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  him. 
For  all  that  is  in  the  world,  the  lust  of  the  flesh,  and  the  lust  of 
the  eyes,  and  the  pride  of  life,  is  not  of  the  Father,  but  is  of  the 
world.'' 

2.  The  devil  against  the  Son.  See  1  John  iii.  8 :  "  For  this 
purpose  the  Son  of  God  was  manifested,  that  He  might  destroy 
the  works  of  the  deviL" 

3.  The  flesh  against  the  Spirit.  See  John  iii.  6  :  ^*  That  which 
is  bom  of  the  flesh  is  flesh ;  and  that  which  is  bom  of  the  Spirit 
is  spirit."  With  this  agree  the  words  of  Paul  in  Gal.  v.  17  : 
^^  For  the  flesh  lusteth  against  the  Spirit,  and  the  Spirit  against 
the  flesh :  and  these  are  contrary  the  one  to  the  other :  so  that 
ye  cannot  do  the  things  that  ye  would.'* 

Thus  we  see  that  the  world  is  dead  against  the  Father  in 
His  election.  The  devil  is  dead  against  the  Son  in  His  redemp- 
tion. The  flesh  is  dead  against  the  Holy  Ghost  in  His  regener- 
ation. These  are  Divine  declarations,  and  as  assuredly  as  we 
are  brought  into  experimental  oneness  with  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  we  shall  know  something  of  the  fearful  opposings  of  this 
threefold  enemy  to  the  life  of  God  which  He  will  maintain  in  us. 
The  opposition  will  be  in  respect  to  the  blessings  which  God 
makes  experimentally  ours.  Is  heaven  my  home  t  Do  I  know 
au^ht  of  that  blessea  tmth  spoken  by  Paul  in  Phil.  iii.  20:  "Our 
citizenship  is  in  heaven  ?  "  Can  I  sing  feelingly  and  in  faith  for 
a  moment  or  two : 

**  I  have  a  home  aboye. 

From  sin  and  Borrow  free  ; 
A  mansion  which  eternal  love 
Designed  and  formed  for  me  ?  " 

Do  we  experience  a  little  going  forth  to  that  glorious  time, 
when»  divested  of  the  burden  of  the  flesh,  and  free  from  sin, 
sorrow,  and  sufiering,  we  shall,  bask  in  light  and  sunshine  in  the 
preseiice  of  Him  woo  loves  us  with  an  everlasting  love  1  As 
sure  as  we  do,  the  devil  will  tempt  us  with  the  world's  baubles 
and  blandishments.  We  need  not  seek  the  haunt  of  the  hermit, 
or  the  seclusion  of  the  deluded  monk  or  nun  ;  for,  mark,  accord- 
ing to  the  declaration  of  the  eternal  truth  in  Eccles.  iii.  2 :  "He 
has  set  the  world  in  their  heart,"  and  as  Satan  works  upon  that, 
the  child  of  the  living  God  will  ofttimes  know  more  of  the 
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world  in  solitude,  than  when  he  is  mingling  with  the  busy 
throng.  Does  God,  in  the  riches  of  His  grace  and  by  the  power 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,  exalt  His  Christ  in  the  affections  of  an  elect 
vessel  of  mercy?  Satan  will  by  his  accursed  accusations 
dispute  the  right  of  God's  Christ  to  that  throne  which  he  usurped 
so  long  during  the  dark  days  of  unregeneracy.  Does  JEHOVAH 
the  Father  favour  us  in  the  Son  of  His  love  with  gracious  reali- 
sations of  the  indwelling  of  His  Spirit  t  Can  we  sing  sometimes 
with  a  little  sweet  assurance  : 

'*  And  Thoo  Eternal  Spirit  yast, 
What  loTe  can  Thine  transcend  7 
Since  Thou  Thy  lot  with  me  hath  cast, 
Indwelling  Qod  and  Friend  ? " 

If  SO,  you  may  depend  upon  it,  the  experience  set  before  us  in 
Lam.  1.  16,  will  be  ours :  "  The  Comforter  that  should  relieve 
my  soul  is  far  from  me."  There  will  ofttimes  be  no  bright 
shining  on  the  way,  no  consolation  of  the  spirit,  no  witnessing 
with  our  spirit  that  we  are  the  children  of  God.  Spiritual  night 
must  be  ours,  as  well  as  spiritual  day — the  clouds  of  sin  and 
unbelief  will  gather  thick  around  us,  and  the  Sun  of  Righteous- 
ness will  descend  beneath  our  spiritual  horizon,  when  the  beasts 
of  the  forest  will  prowl  forth.  What  beasts?  Discontent, 
doubt,  fear,  pride,  unbelief,  come  forth  from  their  lurking  places. 
Assailed  ana  surrounded  by  these,  we  feel  ourselves  to  be  the 
makesport  of  Satan.  This  is  his  time  also  to  work  presumption, 
which  engenders  accursed  indifference  to  the  blessings  God  has 
graciously  promised,  and  to  the  bounties  with  which  He 
surrounds  me. 

Sin  is  our  hateful  enemy  which  came  in  like  a  flood  at  the 
time  of  the  Adam-fall,  spreading  devastation,  desolation,  and 
death  over  the  whole  creation.  See  how  this  is  described  in  the 
latter  part  of  chap.  v.  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans :  "  Where- 
fore, as  by  one  man  sin  entered  into  the  world,  and  death  by 
sin ;  and  so  death  passed  upon  all  men,  for  that  all  have  sinned. 
For  as  by  one  man's  disobedience  many  were  made  sinners,  so 
by  the  obedience  of  One  shall  many  be  made  righteous.  More- 
over, the  law  entered,  that  the  offence  might  abound.  But 
where  sin  abounded,  grace  did  much  more  abound :  that  as  sin 
hath  reigned  unto  deathJ*^  Here  we  see  sin  as  a  master,  a  tyrant, 
an  oppressor,  and  such  it  is  experienced  by  every  living  child  of 
God.  He  who  knows  nothing  of  the  overwhelming  power  of 
sin,  will  never  know  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  his  gracious 
Deliverer.  He  who  is  ignorant  of  sin  as  a  tyrant,  can  never 
rejoice  in  that  liberty  with  which  Christ  sets  His  people  free. 
He  who  never  experienced  the  surgings  and  seethings  of 
indwelling  contiption  can  never  know 

" the  deep  mjsterioos  joy 

Of  peace  with  God  within." 

He  who  was  never  tossed  upon  the  billows  of  temptation  must 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


EXPERIMENTAL  INUNDATION. 


565 


he  destitute  of  the  quietness  of  God  which  pajsseth  all  under- 
standing. Water  and  fire  are  very  good  servants,  but  awfully 
bad  masters.  Rivers  and  seas,  in  low-lying  countries,  are  oft- 
times  dammed  up ;  but  when  they  break  through  their  bounds 
and  overflow  the  land,  desolation  and  ruin  are  the  results.  We 
have  had  a  painful  illustration  of  this  within  the  last  few  weeks. 
We  have  been  startled  and  our  sympathies  have  been  roused 
with  the  accounts  of  the  terrible  inundations  in  Hungary,  where 
thousands  of  our  fellow-creatures  have  been  reduced  to  poverty, 
want,  and  beggary.  He  who  binds  the  floods  from  overflowing 
can  let  them  loose  when  He  pleases.  Godless  politicians  and 
graceless  philosophere  are  occupied  with  second  causes  and  see 
not  God's  hand  in  all  this ;  but  it  is  our  gracious  privilege  to  see 
God  in  everything,  and  sing  with  dear  old  Josepn  Irons : 

"  The  Great  First  Cause  of  all  eyents, 
He  giyes  decrees,  and  ne'er  repents ; 
Ami  Holy  is  His  name/* 

"  He  doeth  according  to  His  will  in  the  army  of  heaven,  and 
among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth ;  and  none  can  stay  His  hand, 
or  say  unto  Him,  What  doest  Thou  ?  *'  (Dan.  iy.  35).  Yes,  water 
unchecked  is  a  terrible  enemy  to  man.  So  is  sin  unrestrained 
to  the  living  child  of  God.  Ths  Psalmist  knew  this  and  cried, 
"For  innumerable  evils  have  compassed  me  about:  mine* 
iniquities  have  taken  hold  upon  me,  so  that  I  am  not  able  to 
looic  up ;  they  are  more  than  the  hairs  of  mine  head :  therefore 
mv  heart  faileth  me.  Be  pleased,  0  LORD,  to  deliver  me :  0 
LORD,  make  haste  to  help  me  "  (Psalm  xl.  12, 13). 

The  world  with  its  spirit  prove  awfully  antagonistic  to  the 
life  of  God  in  the  experience  of  the  living  in  Jerusalem.  See 
how  James  declares  this  in  his  4th  chapter,  4th  verse :  "  Ye 
adulterers  and  adultresses,  know  ye  not  that  the  friendship  of 
the  world  is  enmity  with  God  ?  whosoever  therefore  will  be  a 
friend  of  the  world  is  the  enemy  of  God."  Can  any  words  be 
plainer  than  these  ?  Look  at  the  world's  hatred  to  the  people 
of  God  as  described  in  the  language  of  our  blessed  Lord  and 
Master  in  John  xvii.  14:  "I  have  given  them  Thy  Word;  and 
the  world  hath  hated  them,  because  they  are  not  of  the 
world,  even  as  I  am  not  of  the  world.'*  The.  whole  of  the 
Scriptures  of  truth  declare  most  pointedly,  and  that  beyond 
the  reach  of  refutation,  that  the  world  with  its  spirit,  influences, 
and  associations  is  dead  set  against  God  and  His  Christ.  If 
we  are  spiritually  one  with  God's  Christ,  the  world,  pious 
and  profane,  will  prove  itself  a  terrible  enemy  to  us.  It  is 
of  God's  mercy  that  we  enjoy  His  gathering  and  protecting 
power  within  the  walls  of  Grove  chapel,  and  His  children 
throughout  this  land  have  great  occasion  to  praise  and 
adore  Him  for  fencing  them  about  with  the  hedge  of  the  civil 
law.  They  can  meet  together  according  to  their  several  mod^ 
and  manners,  none  daring  to  make  them  afraid.    If  the  truth  h 
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lu  the  pulpit,  it  matters  little  what  may  be  the  fonn  of  worship 
or  the  mode  of  service,  ff  the  truth  of  God  is  in  the  pulpit,  that 
is  everything  to  me.  Times  of  refreshing  are  experienced  in 
God's  house  on  Sunday ;  but  where  are  you  on  the  Monday  t 
Think  of  the  deadening  associations  of  the  past  week,  and  then  of 
"  the  anxious,  dread  to-morrow  '*  when  the  stern  realities  of 
every-day  life  must  be  met,  Satan's  brood  of  every  complexion 
must  be  encountered,  godless  competition  will  tax  your  patience 
and  try  your  faith,  the  overreaching  of  one  and  the  holding  back 
of  that  which  is  due  by  another  will  almost  take  away  your  breath 
and  cause  your  verv  soi^l  to  quiver  with  fean  This  enemy  will 
come  in  like  a  flood,  ay,  even  while  we  are  worshipping  before 
the  throne  of  our  God.  As  assuredly  as  the  Spirit  has  Drought 
us  into  blessed  and  hallowed  association  and  iuentification  with 
Him  who  is  holy,  harmless,  and  undefiled,  separate  from  sinners, 
and  made  higher  than  the  heavens,  so  shall  we  know  something 
of  the  world's  hatred,  enmity,  and  opposition  to  God,  His  Christ, 
His  truth,  and  His  people.  But  mark!  There  is  another 
enemy — 

Dbath.  Turn  to  1  Cor.  xv.  26 :  "  The  last  enemy  that  shall  be 
destroyed  is  death."  The  apostle  knew  something  of  the  power 
of  this  terrible  enemy.  He  said,  *'  I  die  daily  "  (verse  31) ;  ''  In 
deaths  oft "  (2  Cor.  xi.  23).  The  thought  of  natural  death  is 
anythiiig  but  pleasant.  The  experience  of  spiritual  death  is  too 
grievous  to  be  borne.  The  dread  of  eternal  death  drives  the 
soul  for  refuge  in  Him  who  is  the  Resurrection  and  the  Life. 
Tet  these  will  sometimes  come  in  like  a  flood  in  the  experience 
of  the  child  of  God,  causing  him  fco  tremble,  as  it  were,  on  the 
very  brink  of  eternity,  ay,  on  the  very  brink  of  the  burning  lake. 
When  the  enemy  persecutes  my  soul  and  smites  my  life  down 
to  the  ground ;  when  he  hath  made  me  to  dwell  in  darkness  as 
those  tnat  have  been  long  dead,  and  my  spirit  is  overwhelmed 
within  me  with  desolation  and  dread,  I  fear  I  shall  perish,  and  a 
sword  more  terrible  than  that  of  Damocles  appears  to  hang  over 
me.  Yet,  blessed  be  God,  the  certain  accomplishment  of  the 
fiarst  part  of  the  text  is  sure  to  be  foUowea  by  the  certain 
accompUahment  of  the  latter.  *^  When  the  enemy  shall  come  in 
like  a  flood,  the  Spirit  of  the  LORD  shall  lift  up  a  standard 
against  him." 

Those  of  us  who  read  this  chapter  studiously  know  that  the 
word  *^  flood  "  is  a  figure  of  speech  taken  from  the  ravaging, 
devastating,  and  destroying  progress  of  a  victorious  army. 
T^ere  is  an  army  of  wicked  spirits  and  wicked  men  with  Satan  at 
its  head  incessantly  warring  against  the  armies  of  the  living 
Go4*  I  believe  tms  has  reference,  in  the  first  place,  to  the 
literal  enemies, of  God's  ancient  people ;  and,  secondarily,  in  the 
de^  which  coucheth  beneath  the  letter  of  the  Word  tnere  is  a 
refj^repce  to  the  spiritual  Israel  of  God  throudbout  all  time, 
Ypu  will  find  this  metaphor  if  you  will  turn  wim  me  to  Isaiah 
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viii.  7,  8 :  ''  Now  therefore,  behold,  the  Lord  bringeth  up  tmon 
them  the  waters  of  the  river,  strong  and  many,  even  the  Ejng 
of  Assyria,  and  all  his  glorj :  and  he  shall  come  up  over  all  his 
channels,  and  go  over  all  his  banks :  and  he  shall  pass  through 
Judah;  he  shall  overflow  and  go  over,  he  shall  reach  even  to  the 
neck ;  and  the  stretching  out  of  his  wings  shall  fill  the  breadth 
of  thy  land,  0  ImmanueC"  Ah,  my  dear  friends,  in  the  experi- 
ence of  fche  glory  of  Immanuers  land  we  may  well  sing, — 

*•  With  mercy  and  with  judgment, 

Biy  web  of  time  He  wove, 
And,  aye,  the  dews  of  soirow 

Were  lastred  with  Hifl  love, 
ni  bless  the  hand  that  goided, 

1*11  bless  the  heart  that  planned, 
When  throned  where  glory  dweUeth 

In  Immanuers  land.** 

When  JEHOVAH'S  judgments  are  abroad  in  His  land,  when 
He  has  no  mercy  on  my  wretched  flesh,  and  when  the  enemy 
comes  in  like  a  flood  reaching  even  to  the  neck,  but,  blessed  be 
God,  not  over  head,  then,  while  the  Head  is  above  all  floods,  the 
body  must  swim.  A  risen,  ascended,  and  elorified  Christ  is  the 
Head  of  the  body,  and  far  beyond  the  reach  of  all  the  floods  of 
sm,  corruption,  evil,  depravity,  and  death;  so,  though  these 
may  reach  even  to  the  neck  of  a  true  Zionite,  and  nide  the 
beauties  of  the  land  of  spiritual  promise  from  view,  the  glorious 
truth  shall  hold  good^  "When  thou  passest  through  the  waters^ 
I  will  be  with  thee;  and  through  the  rivers,  they  shall  not 
overflow  thee ''  (Isaiah  xliii.  2).  x  ou  see  the  same  figure  used 
in  chapter  xviii.  2  :  ''  That  sendeth  ambassadors  by  the  sea,  even 
in  vessels  of  bulrushes  upon  the  waters,  saying,  Go,  ye  swift 
messengers,  to  a  nation  scattered  and  peeled,  to  a  people  terrible 
from  their  beginning  hitherto ;  a  nation  meted  out  and  trodden 
down,  whose  land  the  rivers  have  spoiled."  This  reminds  us  of 
the  rivers  of  sin,  debauchery,  profanity^  error,  superstition,  and 
infideUty  which  abound  on  every  hand  m  professing  Zion,  The 
same  figure  we  have  in  the  last  verse  :  "  In  that  time  shall  the 
present  be  brought  unto  the  LORD  of  hosts  of  a  people 
scattered  and  peeled,  and  from  a  people  terrible  from  their 
beginning  hitherto :  a  nation  meted  out  and  trodden  under  foot, 
whose  land  the  rivers  have  spoiled,  to  the  place  of  the  name  of 
the  LORD  of  hosts,  the  mount  Zion."  Now  turn  to  Psalm  xviiL 
4,  where  we  find  David  in  experimental  oneness  with  the  whole 
Church  of  God  declaring, — 

*^  The  floods  of  Ungodly  men  made  me  afraid."  You  may 
depend  upon  it,  the  floods  of  ungodly  men  oftentimes  make 
Thomas  Bradbury  afraid.  1  do  not  mean  the  profligate  and 
profane  who  frequent  the  gin  palaces  and  dens  of  mfamy.  There 
are  more  ungodly  men  -than  tnese  in  God^s  eyes.  What  think 
you  of  those  who  have  sworn  before  the  God  of  heaven  that 
they  believe,  hold,  and  maintain  the  glorious  doctrines  of  grace 
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as  Bet  forth  in  the  Thirty-nine  Artioles  of  England's  Chnrch,  yet 
whose  preaching  pronounces  them  to  be  nought  better  than  a 
tissue  of  lies*  If  these  are  not  ungodly  men,  I  do  not  know 
what  ungodliness  is.  These  promise  to  renounce  and  denounce 
that  lie  of  Satan,  Free-will,  yet  every  time  they  open  their 
mouth  they  proclaim  and  defend  it.  These  are  deceivers  indeed ; 
but  the  world  is  swarming  with  such,  seeking  their  own,  not  the 
things  that  are  Jesus  Christ's,  maintaining  their  own  proud 
fleshTy  will,  and  ignoring  the  will  of  a  sovereign  covenant- 
keeping  God.  Yes,  these  seek  their  own  peace  at  the  expense 
of  JEHOVAH'S  honour,  they  are  bent  upon  their  own  ease  at 
the  expense  of  JEHOVAH'S  fflory.  But  we  may  come  a  little 
nearer  home  in  this  matter.  We  find  some  who  profess  marvel- 
lous love  and  attachment  to  the  Gt)8pel  of  God's  sovereign,  free, 
and  uninfluenced  grace,  to  His  pure  and  unadulterated  Word, 
which  is  all  of  a  piece,  and  which  reveals  a  full  and  finished 
salvation  to  all  the  election  of  gi'ace,  yet  will  bring  in  sometiiing 
of  the  creature's  duty,  doing,  or  willing.  These  come  so  blandly 
and  say,  "  You  won't  ignore  the  creature  altogether  1  Do  not 
make  man  into  a  mere  machine  1 "  Oh,  my  dear  friends,  I  am 
not  going  to  make  man  into  a  machine ;  but  I  do  declare  he  is 
ten  times  worse.  See  I  If  a  man  makes  a  machine,  he  may  be 
able  to  make  it  work  in  perfect  order;  but  wretched  man  is 
perfectly  disordered  and  disorganised  in  every  part.  Solomon 
says,  "  Lo,  this  only  have  I  found,  that  God  hath  niade  man 
upright ;  but  they  have  sought  out  many  inventions  "  (Ecoles. 
vn.  29).  What  does  that  mean  ?  If  the  unregenerate  sinner 
has  not  a  way  of  sinning  ready  made  to  his  hand,  he  is  sure  to 
invent  one.  The  proud  professor  whose  heart  has  never  been 
broken  through  a  sense  and  sight  of  the  heinousness  of  sin,  with 
the  self-suflScient  pietist  whose  spirit  knows  notMng  of  the 
melting  power  of  Jesus'  precious  name,  are  enemies  indeed^ 
flooding  and  overflowing  the  professing  Church  with  their  will- 
worship  and  hypociTsy.  Cast  your  eyes  around  you  now  and 
let  your  mina  rest  upon  certain  spots  where  the  venerable 
champions  for  God's  wnole  truth,  vahant  men  ci  Israel,  i^od  a 
few  years  ago.  What  see  you  now  ?  Ichabod  written  upon 
everything.  Temporising,  trimming,  and  toning  down  the  truth 
to  please  the  fleshly  religious  crowd  is  all  the  fashion.  "  So  they 
wrap  it  up  "  may  be  wntten  upon  ten  thousand  pulpits  where 
speculators  spout  only  to  deceive.  I  need  not  mention  names, 
or  places  where  once  the  testimony  was  all  of  a  piece,  and  the 
glorious  Gospel  of  the  grace  of  God  was  proclaimed  fully,  fear- 
lessly, and  feelingly ;  but  now  truth  is  torn  and  mangled,  and  a 
loathsome  hashjof  tnith  and  error,  grace  and  human  merit,  spiiit 
and  flesh,  is  dealt  out  unsparingly.  But  we  may  come  a  httle 
closer  home. 

"  7%«  enemy  shall  come  in  like  a  Jlood^*     Oftentimes  I  mourn 
and  sigh  because  of  the  floods  of  doubt,  which  overwhelm  my 
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mind  in  referenoe  to  God's  own  work  of  graoe  in  my  heart,  tod 
to  the  reality  of  the  blessed  Spirit's  presence  and  power  in  me. 
Has  the  Spirit  witnessed  with  my  spirit  that  I  am  a  child  of  God? 
The  enemy  is  sure  to  oast  a  flood  of  unbelieving  thoughts  into 
my  mind.  His  accursed  iby  buts,  and  perhajises  will  cart  a  cloud 
over  my  spirit  and  cause  me  to  call  in  question  the  life  of  God 
within  me.  Satan  suggests,  '^  If  thou  hadst  the  faintest  claim  to 
sonship,  frowns  would  not  darken  thy  face,  neither  would  trouble, 
trial,  or  disappointment  ruffle  the  equanimity  of  th^  temper." 
The  children  of  God,  in  the  experience  of  these  perplexing  doubts 
and  fears  are  brought  to  ask  the  question  of  Bebekah  when  the 
twins  struggled  within  her :  '*  If  it  be  so,  why  am  I  thus  T  And 
she  went  to  enquire  of  the  LORD  "  (Gen.  xxv.  22).  You  may 
depend  upon  it,  if  you  are  a  true4>om  child  of  God  there  will  be 
an  almost  continual  conflict  between  the  flesh  and  the  Sfurit, 
nature  and  grace,  natural  reason  against  spiritual  revelation, 
and  as  the  struggle  increases  you  wiS  often  wonder  when  and 
where  the  scene  will  end. 

"  If  jometimes  I  striTe,  as  I  mourn, 

My  hold  of  the  promise  to  keep, 
The  biUows  more  fiercely  return, 

And  plunge  me  again  in  the  de^. 
While  harassed  and  cast  from  Thy  sight, 

The  tempter  suggests  with  a  roar, 
'  The  Lord  has  forsaken  thee  quite. 

Thy  God  will  be  gracious  no  more.' " 

"7%«  enemy  shall  come  in  like  a  Jloo(V^  Yes,  he  will  come  in 
with  a  flood  of  fears.  Fears  of  what !  Concerning  mv  standing 
in  grace,  of  my  making  ^pwreck  of  my  faith,  lest  my  hope 
should  be  destroyed,  my  religion  prove  a  delusion,  my  feet 
should  not  be  kept  from  falling,  and  I  be  left  through  the  craft 
and  subtilty  of  the  devil  to  bring  a  disgrace  upon  the  name  and 
cause  of  my  precious  Lord  and  Master.  Yet  here  I  can  testify, 
to  the  glory  of  His  great  name,  He  has  always  proved  better  to 
me  than  all  my  fears.  As  we  look  around  us  we  cannot  help  but 
mourn  at  the  sight  of  the  desolation  wrought  by  the  floods  of 
error  on  every  hand.  Satan  is  a  cunning,  crafty  enemy.  True 
to  his  nature,  he  is  a  creeping,  crawling  foe.  Thousands  of  his 
brood  are  like  him  in  this  respect.  See  how  the  apostle  writes 
of  them  in  Gal.  ii.  4 :  "  Ana  that  because  of  false  brethren 
unawares  brought  in,  who  came  in  privily  to  spy  out  our  liberty 
which  we  have  in  Christ  Jesus,  that  they  mignt  bring  us  into 
bondage."  Again  he  describes  them  :  •*  Having  a  form  of  godli- 
ness, but  denjdng  the  power  thereof:  from  such  turn  away. 
For  of  this  sort  are  they  who  creep  into  houses,  and  lead  captive 
silly  women  laden  with  sins,  led  away  with  divers  lusts.  Ever 
learning,  and  never  able  to  come  to  the  knowledge  ot  the  truth  " 
(2  Tim.  iii.  5 — 7).  These  will  creep  into  a  Church.  Mark  I 
They  do  not  rush  in,  but  creep  and  crawl  like  their  father  the 
devu.    On  their  very  belly  they  will  go  to  obtain  place,  position, 
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and  power.  When  they  have  reached  the  goal  of  their  expecta- 
tion, what  then  T  They  are  a  continual  source  of  discontent  and 
discord.  Munnurers  are  they,  who  can  sit  and  listen  to  truths 
most  glorious,  walk  out  of  chapel  and  circulate  tales  the  most 
grievous.  As  they  retire  from  the  solemn  worship  and  service 
of  JEHOVAH,  the  first  topic  engaring  their  time  and  their 
tongues  is  something  earthfy,  sensucJ,  devilish,  with  which  they 
intend  to  draw  the  pastor,  deacons,  or  someone  else  over  the 
coals.  May  the  Lord  of  His  infinite  mercy  and  goodness 
preserve  us  from  all  such  creepers  in. 

"7^  eTiemy  shall  come  in  like  aJlootV'  He  will  come  into  a 
man's  house  and  ravage  it  with  his  hellish  influences,  not  merely 
into  the  domestic  circle,  but  into  the  thoughts,  purposes,  imagina- 
tions and  desires  of  the  true-bom  chila  of  God,  causing  the 
spirit  to  tremble  with  fear.  With  flood  after  flood  of  temptation, 
lust,  and  sin  he  will  seemingly  overwhelm  and  swamp  the  very 
life  of  God  in  His  child,  but  this  will  only  prove  to  be  the 
Father's  way  to  draw  forth  the  cry, 

"  When  rising  floods  my  soul  overflow 
When  sinks  m j  strength  in  waves  of  woe, 
Saviour,  Thy  timely  ud  impart, 
To  raise  my  head  and  cheer  my  heart." 

This  leads  us  to  consider  the  next  point,  the  Person  by  whose 

power  and  might  the  enemy  shall  be  finally  overcome. 

II. — "  The  Spirit  of  the  LORD."    But  the  time  has  gone. 

Next  Sunday  morning,  God  willing,  we  will  look  at  the  reniain- 

ing  portion  of  the  text- 
May  the  Lord  graciously  add  His  blessing  for  His  name  and 

mercy's  sake.     Amen. 


HYMN. 

When  clouds  around  our  Zion  rise, 
And  mortals  dare  our  Christ  despise, 
God*8  remnant  is  His  special  care, 
Though  peerd  and  scatter'd  here  and  there. 

They  are  th*  election  of  His  grace. 
Though  but  a  remnant  of  our  race, 
For  ever  dear  to  Jesu's  heart, 
And  with  them  He  will  never  part. 

The  choice  of  His  eternal  love, 
Shall  reign  with  Jesus  Christ  above ; 
He  calls  and  conquers  them  by  grace, 
And  they  shall  see  His  lovely  face. 


Joseph  Iroks. 
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THE  SPIRIT  AND  THE  STANDARD. 


Pbkaohkd  in  Grove  Chapel,  Oahbbbwbll,  on  Sitnday  Mobning, 
April  6th,  1879,  bt 

THOMAS   BRADBURY. 


"  The  Spirit  of  the  LORD  shall  lift  up  a  Standard  against  him."— Isaiah  lix.  19. 

IT  was  our  lot  last  Sunday  morning  to  conflider  the  state  and 
condition  of  poor  human  nature  as  declared  bv  the  prophet 
through  the  inspiration  of  the  Holy  Ghost  in  the  first  eight 
verses  of  this  chapter.  We  also  noticed  the  experience  of  the 
same  as  flowing  from  the  hearts  of  those  who  are  under  the 
direct  power,  grace,  and  guidance  of  the  ever-blessed  Spirit, 
and  the  account  these  persons  have  to  ^ve  of  themselves. 
They  ^ve  a  faithful  and  ungamished  descnption  of  their  state 
when  left  to  themselves,  their  own  imaginations,  surmisings, 
wills,  and  determinations.  The  description  is  too  depressing  to 
dwell  upon,  and  the  regions  of  darkness  and  death  here 
discovered  to  the  living  child  of  God  are  too  painful  and  gloomy 
to  linger  in.  He  loves  to  be  raised  out  of  tnem  by  the  power 
of  sovereign  love  and  grace,  and  to  experience  that  which  is 
blessedly  set  before  us  in  Eph.  ii.  4 — 6.  After  a  very  painful 
description  of  the  natural  state  of  the  saints,  the  apostle  says : 
"  But.  That  ''But "  is  God's  breakwater,  over  which  the  floods 
of  sin,  death,  enmity^  and  wrath  can  never  pass  to  hurt  or  destroy 
the  scattered  refugees  of  hope.  This  is  God's  own  glorious 
declaration  which  cannot  be  aisannuUed  or  made  of  no  eflect : 
***  But  God,  who  is  rich  in  mercy,  for  His  great  love  wherewith  He 
loved  us,  even  wl^en  we  were  dead  in  sins."  Mark  I  it  is  ilot 
when  we  were  mourning  over  our  sins  and  corruptions,  but, 
"  When  we  were  dead  in  sins,'*  He  loved  us,  and  "  hath 
quickened  us  together  with  Christ,  and  hath  raised  us  up 
together,  and  made  us  sit  together  in  heavenly  places  in  CShrist 
Jesus."  All  this  is  brought  about  by  that  glorious  One  set  before 
us  in  Eph.  i.  17,  where  uie  apostle  prays :  "  That  the  God  of  our 
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Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Father  of  glory,  may  give  unto  you  the 
Spirit  of  wisdom  and  revelation  in  the  knowledge  of  Him  :  the 
eyes  of  vour  understanding  bein^  enlightened ;  that  ye  may 
know  what  is  the  hope  of  Bis  calling,  and  what  the  nches  of 
the  glory  of  His  inneritance  in  the  saints,  and  what  is  the 
exceeding  greatness  of  His  power  to  usward  who  believe, 
according  to  the  working  of  His  mighty  power,  which  He 
wrought  m  Christ,  when  He  raised  Him  from  the  dead,  and  set 
Him  at  His  own  right  hand  in  the  heavenly  places."  By  the 
power,  grace,  and  indwelling  of  the  Spint  of  Christ  we  are 
lifted  up  far  above  all  those  corrupt,  eartbly,  sensual,  and 
devilish  principles  so  graphically  and  painfully  enumerated  in 
Isaiah  lix. 

Last  Sunday  morning  we  were  privileged  to  dwell  upon  the 
humbling  truths  recorded  here,  especially  the  portion  preceding 
this  morning's  text :  "  When  the  enemy  shall  come  in  like  a 
flood."  Whatever  form  the  enemy  may.  assume,  he  will  come 
in  Uke  a  flood,  seemingly  swamping  the  very  life  of  God  in  the 
experience  of  His  children.  The  thought  of  this  causes  me  to 
sigh,— 

"  When  rifiiiig  floods  my  soul  o'erflow, 
When  sinks  my  strength  in  waves  of  woe, 
Sayiour,  Thy  timely  aid  impart 
To  raise  my  head  and  cheer  my  heart.** 

From  the  dark,  gloomy,  and  creature  side  of  the  picture  we 
gladly  turn  to  contemplate  the  light,  reviving,  and  Divine  side 
of  the  picture,  and  there  see  the  triumphs  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
over  sin,  error,  death,  and  the  devil,  in  the  experience  of  all  the 
members  of  the  body  of  Christ  who  are  blessed  with  spiritual 
oneness  with  their  great  and  glorious  Head.  "The  Spirit  of  the 
LORD  shall  lift  up  a  Standard  against  him." 

II.— The  Godhead  op  the  Holt  Ghost — **  The  Spirit  of  the 
LORD." 

ni.— His  gracious  work— '^  Shall  lift  up  a  Standard  against 
him." 

IV.— The  glorious  result— *^  Shall  put  him  to  flight^ 
(MargiQ). 

II. — The  Godhead  op  the  Holt  Ghost — "The  Spirit  of  the 
LORD."  As  I  pointed  out  to  you  from  Matt.  xiii.  39,  the  enemy 
is  that  wicked  one,  the  devil.  He  ever  manifests  his  enmity 
against  the  Christ  of  God,  and  against  all  in  spiritual  oneness 
T^th  Him.  At  this  time  he  usurps  the  crowi\  and  sceptre  of  our 
glorious  King  Emmanuel  in  these  death-doomed  regions. 
During  the  dark  days  of  our  unregeneracy  he  usurped  a  dear 
Redeemer's  place  in  our  lives  and  affections,  and  now  he  oft- 
times  comes  in  with  a  flood  of  evil  suggestions,  vile  injections, 
and  accursed  unbehef,  causing  us  to  question  the  reality  of  the 
Spirit's  gracious  dealings  in   us.     With  craft  and  subtlety  he 
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also  steals  in  gently,  and  we  are  caught  in  the  swamps  of  hellish 
indifference.    Here  we  are  taught  feelingly  to  confess, — 

**  And  more  the  treacherous  calm  I  dread, 
Than  tempests  breaking  o*cr  my  head.'* 

But  the  testimony  of  God's  blessed  Word  is :  "  When  the  enemy 
shall  come  in  like  a  flood,  the  Spirit  of  the  LORD  shall  lift  up  a 
Standard  against  him.'*  In  the  face  of  this  and  other  kindred 
declarations,  we  live  in  a  Spirit-dishonouring  day.  In  some 
places  flis  existence  is  slightly  acknowledged.  In  others  He  is 
mentioned  only  to  be  insultea.  In  the  cathedrals  and  churches 
of  the  Establishment  you  will  hear  Him  mentioned  in  the 
Doxology ;  but  when  you  listen  to  the  preacher,  you  find  He  is 
Ignored  altogether.  You  may  hear  something  concerning  the 
Father's  love ;  but,  what  is  it  I  It  is  spurious  love,  and  there- 
fore no  love  at  all.  It  is  declared  to  be  love  to  everybody, 
which  in  the  long  run  may  prove  to  be  love  to  nobody.  The 
God  of  the  Arminian  loves,  and  leaves  His  children  to  them- 
selves, neglects  and  leaves  them  to  starve  and  perish.  You 
know  what  they  do  in  this  country  to  fathers  who  neglect  their 
families.  You  may  listen  to  something  about  the  Son  trying  to 
save,  but  failing  m  the  attempt — something  about  Him  as  a 
Husband  who  is  a  general  lover.  Such  love  is  wanton  and 
adulterous.  According  to  this,  harlots  must  be  attended  to 
while  the  true  wife  is  neglected  or  lost.  You  may  hear  some- 
thing of  the  Divine  Spirit,  something  about  His  influence,  some- 
thing about  His  striving,  something  about  His  doing  His  best ; 
but  rarely  anything  about  flis  glorious  sovereignty.  I  love 
that  clear  confession  of  faith  in  the  Nicene  creed,  recited  in  all 
the  churches  of  the  Establishment  on  Sunday  mornings :  **  And 
I  believe  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  The  Lord  and  Giver  of  life,  Who 
proceedeth  from  the  Father  and  the  Son,  Who  with  the  Father 
and  the  Son  together  is  worshipped  and  glorified."  That  just 
suits  me.  It  is  in  perfect  accoraance  with  the  experience  of  my 
heart  I  love  to  honour  the  Spirit,  because. without  His  power, 
ffraoe,  and  indwelling,  the  Fatner's  love  is  nothing  to  me,  and 
the  Son's  affection  is  but  a  fancy.  Without  the  Holy  Spirit, 
God  Himself  must  cease  to  be,  so  far  as  the  experience  of  His 
children  are  concerned.  I  love  to  sing  with  all  mv  heart : 
"  Glory  be  to  the  Father,"  for  His  electing  love ;  '*  and  to  the 
Son,"  for  His  redeeming  love ;  "  and  to  the  Holy  Ghost,"  for  His 
regenerating  mercy.  "As  it  was  in  the  be^nning."  What? 
Glory,  glory,  glory  to  JEHOVAH,  Three-in-One  and  One-in 
Three.  •*  Is  now."  Where  1  In  the  hearts  of  the  living  in 
Jerusalem,  and,  thank  God,  in  the  hearts  of  His  children  in 
Grove  Chapel.  "  And  ever  shall  be,"  according  to  the  Saviour's 
declaration  in  John  xi?.  16 :  "I  will  pray  the  Father,  and  He 
shall  give  you  another  Comforter,  that  fie  may  abide  with  you  for 
$t>err    "  Worid  without  end,"     What  worid  7    The  worid  of  the 
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Father's  election — the  world  of  the  Son's  redemption — the  world 
of  the  Spirit's  regeneration — the  world  of  JEHO  V  AH'S  preserva- 
tion ana  glorification.  When  I  look  into  my  Bible  and  experience 
the  truths  recorded  therein,  in  my  heart,  I  delight  in  the  three- 
fold cord  of  everlasting  love  which  can  never  be  broken.  This  is 
the  cable  which  bears  the  strain  of  all  the  storms,  temptations, 
and  tribulations  of  this  sinful  world.  One  end  of  it  securely 
holds  my  heart  and  will  not  let  it  go,  white  the  other  end  is  hela 
by  the  anchor  of  hope  within  the  veil,  which  firmly  holds  on  to 
the  Rock  of  eternal  Ages.  It  matters  not  how  much  strain  may 
be  brought  to  bear  upon  it  by  floods  of  sin  and  blasts  of  hell, 
the  cord  of  everlasting  love  and  unchanging  affection  can  never 

five  way.  I  love  to  contemplate  the  Divine  Three-in-One 
EHO  VAH  as  set  before  us  in  tne  written  Word,  and  revealed 
in  the  heart  by  JEHOVAH  the  Spirit.  Here  I  know  the  Holy 
Ghost  in  His  eternal  and  unchanging  oneness  with  the  Father 
and  the  Son.  In  the  work  of  creation  I  behold  Him.  Turn  to 
Gen.  i.  26,  27,  and  there  you  see  the  plurality  of  persons  in  the 
Godhead:  ^'And  God  said,  Let  us  make  man  m  our  image, 
after  our  likeness.  So  God  created  man  in  His  own  image,  in 
the  image  of  God  created  He  him  " — that  is,  after  the  image, 
pattern,  or  design  settled  upon  in  the  eternal  counsels  which  the 
Son  should  assume  in  the  womb  of  the  virgin.  JEHOVAH'S 
designs  in  covenant  stretched  beyond  His  works  in  creation,  to 
the  new  creation  of  which  Christ  Jesus  is  the  Beginning  and  the 
Ending,  the  First  and  the  Last.  He  created  this  world  as  a 
platform  for  the  display  of  His  mysteries  of  redeeming  love,  and 
for  the  revelation  of  His  manifold  wisdom  in  the  salvation, 
preservation,  and  glorification  of  His  Church  hj  Christ  Jesua 
Kead  the  first  verses  of  Genesis :  ''  In  the  beginmng  God  created 
the  heaven  and  the  earth.  And  the  earth  was  without  form 
and  void  ;  and  darkness  was  upon  the  face  of  the  deep."  The 
creation  of  chaos  and  confusion,  darkness  and  disorder,  was 
wholly  of  God,  and  is  a  representation,  spiritually,  of  the  first 
movings  in  the  new  creation  when  darkness  and  distress  abound 
in  a  new-bom  soul.  "  And  the  Spirit  of  God  moved  upon  the 
face  of  the  waters.  And  God  said.  Let  there  be  light,  and  there 
was  light."  Turn  to  Psalm  xxxiii.  6 :  "  By  the  Word  "—that  is, 
by  Chnstthe  eternal  Word— ^'of the  LORD  "— thatis,  JEHOVAH 
the  Father — "  were  the  heavens  made  :  and  all  the  host  of  them 
by  the  Breath  of  His  mouth"— that  is,  JEHOVAH  the  Spirit.  He 
moved,  or  brooded  over  the  darkness  and  disorder,  out  of  which 
He  brought  forth  light  and  life,  order  and  perfection.  He 
moved  upon  the  face  of  the  waters  before  the  command  went 
forth :  **  Let  there  be  light."  So  it  is  in  the  spiritual  experience 
of  every  true-born  child  of  God.  Disorder,  then  order.  Darkness, 
then  light.  Imperfection,  then  perfection.  But,  disorder,  dark- 
ness, and  imperfection  are  in  self,  while  order,  light,  and  perfec- 
tion are  in  Christ  alone.    Let  us  look  at  another  portion  where  the 
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Spirit  appears  ia  Hie  glorious  equality  with  the  Father  and  the 
Son.  You  will  find  it  in  Isaiah  vi.  3 :  "  And  one  cried  unto 
another,  and  said,  Holy,  Holy,  Holy  is  the  LORD  of  hosts." 
Holy  Father ;  Holy  Son ;  Holy  Spirit.  "  The  whole  earth  is 
full  of  His  glory,"  or,  "///«  glory  is  the  fulness  of  the  whole  earth.'* 
When  Isaiah  saw  the  glory  of  the  Great  Three-in-One,  he  cried : 
*'  Woe  is  me  1  for  I  am  undone,  because  I  am  a  man  of  unclean 
lips."  A  live  coal  touched  his  lips.  His  iniquity  was  taken 
away.  His  sin  was  purged.  He  heard  the  voice  of  the  Lord 
saying :  "  Whom  shall  I  send  ?  "  There  we  see  unity.  "  And 
who  will  go  for  Us  f  "  There  we  behold  plurality.  Father,  Son, 
and  Spirit  in  undisturbed  oneness  and  equality. 

The  New  Testament  also  describes  the  Godhead  of  the 
Spirit  with  the  Father  and  the  Son.  Turn  with  me  to  Matt, 
xxviii.  18,  19:  "And  Jesus  came  and  spake  unto  them,  saying. 
All  power  is  given  unto  Me  in  heaven  and  in  earth.  Go  ye 
therefore  and  teach  all  nations."  Because  all  power  is  Mine, 
and  I  will  manifest  it  by  the  operation  of  My  Spirit :  "  Go  ye 
therefore  and  teach  all  nations."  Has  this  been  done?  The 
May  meetings  are  coming  on,  and  pretty  meetings  they  are 
where  the  sovereign  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  is  hated  and 
despised.  If  you  could  listen  to  the  speeches  which  will  be 
delivered  at  some  of  the  missionary  meetings,  you  would  hear 
of  a  disappointed  Christ,  and  a  defeated  Holy  Ghost.  They 
say,  in  so  many  words,  that  the  purpose  of  the  Father  in  Christ 
Jesus  has  failed  in  its  accomplishment,  that  the  intention  of  the 
Father  and  the  command  of  the  Son  have  come  to  naught. 
But  I  say  they  have  not.  ^*A11  nations."  What  nations  are 
these  ?  The  nations  of  the  saved,  who  shall  walk  in  the  light  of 
Christ's  glory  (Rev.  xxi.  24).  All  the  subjects  of  the  King  of 
these  nations,  who  have  existed,  have  been  tauffht  through  the 
testimony  of  Christ.  *' Baptizing  them."  Baptizing  who? 
All  nations.  Not  a  few  here  and  there  in  the  midst  of  these 
nations ;  but  all  the  nations  of  them  that  are  saved.  All  these 
nations  must  be  taught  and  baptized  ''in  the  name  of  the 
Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost."  Now,  you 
go  through  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  and,  I  tell  you,  you  cannot 
find  a  single  instance  of  baptism  in,  or  with,  water  performed 
in  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost.  All  the 
cases  mentioned  were  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus.  But 
where  a  God-sent  man  goes  forth  with  a  God-given  testimony, 
and  he  preaches  the  Gospel  with  the  Holy  u-host  sent  down 
from  heaven  (I  Pet  i.  12),  it  is  his  gracious  privilege  to  baptize 
testimonially  in  the  name  of  the  Father  electing,  the  Son 
redeeming,  and  the  Holy  Ghost  regenerating  and  confirming. 
That  is  the  baptism  which  my  soul  truly  loves,  and  I  look  for  it 
in  the  experience  of  every  one  brought  by  a  precious  Christ 
into  His  house  of  wine,  to  sit  at  His  table,  and  to  feast  upon  His 
love.    Every  soul  that  enters  into  the  gates  of  glory  must,  by 
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Divine  testimony,  own  and  acknowledge  the  sovereignty  <rf  the 
Father  in  the  choice  or  rejection  of  whom  He  will — the  right  of 
the  Son  to  redeem  or  reprobate  whom  He  will — and  the  right 
of  the  Holy  Ghost  to  call  or  harden  whom  He  will.  At  Calvary, 
one  thief  soared  away  to  the  heights  of  eternal  delight,  while 
the  other  sank  to  the  depths  of  eternal  despair.  The  saved  one 
had  no  personal  obedience  before  or  after  regeneration  to  glory 
in,  but  he  rejoiced  in  the  experimental  possession  of  that  blessed 
One,  upon  whose  bosom  he  was  privileged  to  lean. 

Come  with  me  now  to  that  marvellous  declaration  in  Col. 
ii,  2:  "That  their  hearts  might  be  comforted,  being  knit 
together  in  love,  and  unto  all  riches  of  the  full  assurance  of 
understandinjBT,  to  the  acknowledgment  of  the  mystery  of  God, 
and  of  the  Father,  and  of  Christ,  in  whom  are  hid  all  the 
treasures  of  wisdom  and  knowledge."  Not  simply  in  Christ, 
but  in  God,  the  Father,  and  Christ.  Here  the  Holy  Ghost  as 
God  is  named  first.  Why  is  this!  Because  of  that  which  is 
so  clearly  stated  in  one  of  the  Creeds,  and  which  I  endorse  with 
all  my  heart:  ^*And  in  this  Trinity  none  w  a/are,  or  after  ot/ier; 
none  is  greater,  or  less  than  another ;  but  the  whole  Three  Persons 
are  co-eternal  together;  and  co-equal.  So  that  in  all  things  the 
unity  in  Trinity,  and  the  Trinity  in  unity,  is  to  be  worshipped.** 
In  Matt,  xxviii.  19,  the  Father  is  named  first,  the  Son  second, 
and  the  Holy  Ghost  third.  Turn  to  2  Cor.  xiii.  14 :  **  The  grace 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  love  of  God,  and  the  commu- 
nion of  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  with  you  all.  Amen."  Here  you 
see  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  named  first,  the  Father  second,  and 
the  Holy  Ghost  third ;  while  in  Col.  ii.  2,  the  Holy  Ghost  is 
named  first.  Why  is  this  ?  To  show  that  one  Person  in  the 
sacred  Trinity  is  not  afore  or  greater  than  another.  We  thus 
see  that  the  Holy  Ghost  is  equal  with  the  Father  and  the  Son, 
and  ^*  Who  with  the  Father  and  the  Son  together  is  eternally 
worshipped  and  glorified." 

We  now  come  to  notice  the  Spirit  operating  in  providence, 
for,  mark  you,  He  is  not  confined  to  gracious  operations  in  the 
experience  of  God's  children,  neither  is  He  limited  to  His  works 
in  the  elect.  He  works  in,  with,  and  by,  reprobate  persons  for 
the  accomplishment  of  the  Father's  purposes  of  grace  toward 
His  elect.  *^  Where  do  you  find  thatt"  is  your  inquiry.  Turn 
to  Num.  xxiv.,  where  you  have  a  description  of  that  wretched 
character  Balaam.  At  the  2nd  verse  we  read :  *^  And  Balaam 
lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  he  saw  Israel  abiding,  according  to  their 
tribes;  and  t/ie  Spirit  of  God  came  upon  himJ^  Read  the  4th 
verse :  "  He  hath  said,  which  heard  the  words  of  God,  which 
saw  the  vision  of  the  Almi^thy,  falling,  but  having  his  eyes 
open."  Mark  well  chap,  xxiii.  5 :  *^  And  the  LORD  put  a  word 
in  Balaam's  mouth."  With  solemn,  sacred  feelings  we  may  well 
think  of  these  things.  Depend  upon  it,  I  think  about  them 
frequently.    The  question  aiises  within   me,  *'  Has  the  Lord 
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put  words  in  rav  mouth,  while  all  that  I  call  experience  is 
nothing  but  fleshly  fancy!"  My  heart  is  wrung  with  the  bitter 
suspicion  that  my  religion  has  been  brought  about  through 
association  with  men  of  God,  acquaintance  with  spiritual  hymns, 
and  experimental  biographiea  I  have  some  awful  reckonings 
up  sometimes  in  the  court  of  conscience  before  my  God.  In 
the  divisions  of  God's  Reuben  there  are  great  searohings  of 
heart,  and  the  men  who  can  stand  the  searchings  are  few 
indeed.  The  Holy  Ghost  came  upon  Bezaleel  and  others  "  to 
devise  cunning  works,  to  work  in  gold,  and  in  silver,  and  in 
brass,  and  in  cutting  of  stones,  to  set  them,  and  in  carrying  of 
timber,  to  work  in  all  manner  of  workmanship "  (Exod.  xxxi. 
2 — 6).  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  moved  Samson  with  strength 
to  kill  a  roaring  Hon  (Judges  xiv.  5,  6),  to  slay  thirty  men  of 
Ashkelon  (verse  19),  and  at  last  to  pull  down  the  house  of  the 
lords  of  the  Philistines  about  their  ears  (Judges  xvi.  25 — 30). 
According  to  carnal,  fleshly  religious  notions,  these  were  pretty 
ways  of  working  under  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  I  can 
see  the  blessed  Spirit  working  in  creation  and  in  providence; 
but  I  love  most  of  all  to  experience  His  gracious  work  in  me, 
and  I  search  through  the  pages  of  Divine  inspiration  to  find 
corroborative  evidence  of  it. 

But  look  at  Him,  as  He  is  described  in  the  blessed  Book,  as 
the  Author  and  Mainiainer  of  spiritual  life  in  the  souls  of  God's 
living  children.  Turn  with  me  to  John  xvi.  8:  "And  when  He 
is  come."  "He."  The  Comforter,  the  Paraclete,  the  inward 
Advocate  of  God's  people.  "When  He  is  come.  He  will 
reprove,"  or  convince  the  world  of  sin,  righteousness,  and  judg^ 
ment.  This  is  the  world  of  God's  redeemed,  who  are  taught 
that  all  they  have,  and  all  they  can  do  independently  of  God- 
wrought  faith,  is  sin.  Do  we  sing  t  We  sin.  Do  we  attempt 
to  prayt  We  sin.  Do  we  preach!  We  sin.  Do  we  listen t 
We  sin.  Everything  apart  Kom  Christ  is  sin.  "  Of  righteous- 
ness, because  I  ^o  to  My  Father,  and  ye  see  Me  no  more." 
Righteousness  to  oe  found  alone  in  the  finished  work  of  Christ. 
"  Of  judgment,  because  the  prince  of  this  world  is  judged.'* 
Not  of  judgment  to  come;  but  of  the  judgment  of  sin,  Satan, 
death,  and  nell  by  the  glorious  Surety  of  the  covenant  upon 
Calvary's  tree.  "  I  have  yet  many  things  to  say  unto  vou,  out 
ye  cannot  bear  them  now."  There  are  many  of  God  s  weak- 
lings now  who  cannot  bear,  but  have  to  be  borne  with.  •*How- 
beit  when  He,  the  Spirit  of  truth,  is  come,  He  will  ^de  jrou 
into  all  truth :  for  He  diall  not  speak  of  Himself."  The  Spirit 
is  not  egotistical.  He  seeks  not  His  own  glory,  but  the  glory  of 
Christ.  When  the  Saviour  was  upon  eartn,  He  sought  not  His 
own  glory,  but  the  glory  of  Him  who  sent  Him.  So  the  Holy 
Ghost,  proceeding  from  the  Father  and  the  Son,  speaks  not  of 
Himselt^  but  delights  to  glorify  the  Father  in  His  purposes  and 
promises,  and  to  glorify  we  Son  in  His  person  and  perfect  ions 
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"  But  whatsoever  He  shall  hear,  that  shall  He  speak :  and  He 
will  show  you  things  to  come.  He  shall  glorify  Me ;  for  He 
shall  receive  of  Mine,  and  shall  show  it  unto  you.  All  things 
that  the  Father  hath  are  Mine ;  therefore  said  I,  that  He  shall 
take  of  Mine,  and  shall  show  it  unto  you."  From  these  Scrip- 
tures, and  from  the  experience  of  my  own  heart,  I  know  that 
the  Spirit  is  not  a  mere  emanation — not  an  influence.  He  is  a 
real,  true,  and  proper  person.  He  wills,  He  speaks.  He  acts,  He 
teaches,  He  searches,  He  intercedes.  He  helps,  He  comforts.  He 
guides  to  glory.  See  how  blessedly  He  is  described  in  Isa.  xi.  2, 
where  I  would  have  you  notice  the  number  seven,  denoting 
abundance,  diversity,  and  perfection : — 1st.  The  Spirit  of  the 
LORD.  2nd.  The  Spirit  of  wisdom.  3rd.  The  Spirit  of  under- 
standing.  4th.  The  Spirit  of  counsel.  5th.  The  Spirit  of 
might.  6th.  The  Spirit  of  knowledge.  7th.  And  of  the  fear 
of  the  LORD.  In  reference  to  every  one  of  these  there  are 
spiritual  necessities  and  perplexities  created  in  our  experience 
in  which  the  Holy  Ghost  will  meet  us  and  open  up  to  our 
astonished  gaze  the  riches  of  the  Father's  love,  the  treasures  of 
the  Saviour's  grace,  and  cheer  and  comfort  our  heai-ts  with  His 
own  infinite  and  inexhaustible  resources.  Thus  we  see  Him  a 
glorious  Person,  the  Sovereign  JEHOVAH,  whom  we  worship 
and  adore. 

HL — His  gracious  work — "  Shall  lift  up  a  Standard  against 
him."  Against  whom  ?  Against  the  enemv.  Whatever  form 
the  enemy  may  assume,  the  Spirit  of  JEHOVAH,  or  JEHOVAH 
the  Spirit,  shall  lift  up  a  standard  against  him.  What  is  a 
standard  ?  Evei*v  Briton  who  has  a  spark  of  British  pluck  in 
him,  delights  to  think  of  the  honour  attached  to  the  standard  of 
his  country,  and  he  cannot  divest  himself  of  this  national  pride. 
Even  when  God  in  the  riches  of  His  grace,  and  the  communica- 
tions of  His  Spirit,  rives  him  to  know  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  no 
mean  city,  even  then,  the  child  of  God  in  these  realms  of 
England  loves  to  see  Judah's  lion  displayed  upon  the  standard 
of  ms  country,  and  to  feel  that  he  is  an  EngHshman.  JEHOVAH 
has  thrust  signal  honour  upon  this  country.  Here  and  there  His 
elect  are  found  in  clusters.  Go  to  America,  the  land  of  boasted 
freedom,  and  where  will  you  find  a  gathered  company  of  God's 
elect  ?  Where  will  you  hear  God's  election  of  a  people  in  Christ 
Jesus  declared?  Where  will  you  find  a  church,  chapel,  or 
meeting-house  where  God's  Gospel  is  faithfully  preached  t  I 
have  known  one  or  two  who  have  visited  the  United  States, 
who,  when  there,  would  gladly  have  crept  into  any  out-of-the- 
way  place  to  hear  an  unconditional  Gospel  preached,  but  they 
were  unable  to  find  one.  Destitute  as  England  is,  it  knows  of  no 
such  spiritual  destitution  as  this.  Thank  God  we  have,  in  some 
churches  of  the  Establishment,  in  many  Baptist  chapels,  and  in 
some  Independent  places  of  worship,  the  truth  of  God  enun- 
ciated in  its  purity,  precioosness,  and  power.     We  can  sit  under 
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oar  own  vine,  and  under  onr  own  fig-tree,  a  precions  Christ, 
none  daring  to  make  ns  afraid.  Thanks  be  to  our  preserving 
and  protecting  God,  we  live  in  a  day  when  the  fires  of  religious 
persecution  flame  not.  Denominationalism,  or  sectarianism  was 
ever  the  cause  of  this  hellish  work.  In  the  days  of  Marv  the  Papists 
persecuted  the  Protestants.  In  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  the 
Protestants  persecuted  the  Papists.  In  the  days  of  the  Stuarts 
the  Episcopalians  persecuted  the  Puritans  and  the  Covenanters 
of  Scotlana,  while  the  Puritans  in  their  turn  became  persecutors 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  That  is  what  religion,  without 
spiritual  life,  will  do  for  a  man.  '*  Those  who  live  in  glass  houses 
should  not  throw  stones."  But  here  we  are,  in  the  gracious 
providence  of  God,  free  from  all  such  fiendish  persecutions,  and 
may  He  in  His  mercy  continue  to  us  an  immunity  from  them. 

What  is  a  standard  t  Sometimes  it  is  styled,  m  God's  Word, 
an  ensi^,  or,  a  banner.  We  Britons  call  it  a  flag.  And  we 
rejoice  m  the  fact,  that  in  every  part  of  the  known  globe,  where 
the  flag  of  Britain  waves  in  the  breeze,  slaves  cannot  exist,  and 
oppressors  are  not  tolerated.  But  when  we  are  led  from  the 
natural  to  the  spiritual,  how  grand  and  glorious  does  the  truth 
of  God  appear  f  The  British  standard  sinks  into  insignificance 
here.  Turn  with  me  to  Exod.  xvii.  15,  after  Amalek  was 
defeated  by  Joshua,  **  the  LORD  said  unto  Moses,  Write  this 
for  a  memorial  in  a  book,  and  rehearse  it  in  the  ears  of  Joshua : 
for  I  will  utterlv  put  out  the  remembrance  of  Amalek  from  under 
heaven.  And  Moses  built  an  altar,  and  called  the  name  of  it 
JEHOVAH-NISSI :  The  Lord  my  Banner:'  The  British 
standard  is  made  of  perishable  material,  but  this  is  indestructible, 
endurable,  a  banner  of  everlasting  love  (Song  of  Solomon  ii.  4). 
JEHOVAH-JESUS  Himself  is  the  Banner,  Ensign,  and  Standard 
of  His  people  according  to  Isaiah's  prophecy  :  *'  And  in  that  day 
there  shall  be  a  root  of  Jesse,  which  shall  stand  for  an  ensign  of 
the  people :  to  it  shall  the  Gentiles  seek  :  and  His  rest  shall  be 
glorious"  (Isa.  xi.  10). 

Thus  the  standard  is  the  rallying-point  for  all  true  and  faith- 
ful soldiers.  Around  it  are  gathered  the  followers  of  their 
leader  and  commander.  So  to  Jesus  shall  the  armies  of  the 
redeemed  be  ^thered,  and  distinguished  as  chosen,  and  called, 
and  faithful  (Kev.  xvii.  14).  Turn  with  me  to  Psa.  Ix.  4 :  "  Thou 
hast  given  a  banner  to  them  that  fear  Thee,  that  it  may^be 
displayed  because  of  Thv  truth."  Because  of  the  word  of  the 
truth  of  the  Gospel  the  banner  shall  be  displayed.  Mark  you, 
it  is  not  because  of  mere  abstract  truth,  but  God's  truth  in  the 
love  of  it.  What  is  truth  without  love  t  Something  that  I  do 
not  want.  In  the  experience  of  God's  love  and  truth,  I  feel  my 
heart  bum  with  love  to  Him  in  return.  Here  I  glory  in  His 
everlasting  Gospel,  rejoice  in  the  sovereignty  of  His  erace,  and 
in  the  eternal  salvation  and  security  of  His  people.  The  moving 
of  the  standard  is  the  sign  for  the  advance  ot  the  anqy.     The 
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standard  is  unfurled,  the  trumpet  sounds,  the  ensign  goes  forth, 
and  the  army  follows  at  the  commander  s  bidding.  Let  the 
standard  be  struck,  dismay  and  consternation  may  seize  the 
troops ;  but  as  long  as  it  is  maintained  in  its  position,  the  soldiers 
are  mspired  wifch  confidence  and  encouragement.  We  see  this 
illustrated  in  the  account  of  Csesar's  invasion  of  this  country. 
On  the  approach  of  his  fleet  to  the  shores  of  Kent  one  of  the 
soldiers  leaped  into  the  sea  with  the  Roman  standard,  in  the  face 
of  the  opposing  Britons.  This  inspired  the  Roman  army  with 
courage,  and  following  their  standard  they  were  eventually 
flushed  with  victory.  This  is  the  case  when  the  standard  of 
eternal  love,  life,  light,  and  liberty  is  unfurled  before  the  soldiers 
of  the  Captain  of  our  salvation,  the  Leader  and  Commander  of 
the  redeemed  armies.  Then  they  are  inspired  with  hope  and 
courage,  they  proceed  from  strength  to  strength,  they  advance 
conquering  to  conquer,  until  they  are  more  than  conquerors 
through  Him  that  loved  them.  But  ofttimes  the  soldiers  of  King 
Emmanuel  feel  themselves  put  to  rout.  Those  of  you  who  know 
what  it  is  to  wrestle  with  wicked  spirits  in  heavenly  places,  and 
to  meet  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  tne  devil  in  daily  conflict  are 
frequently  conscious  of  failure  and  defeat,  the  ranks  around  you 
are  thinned,  many  fall  beneath  the  fiery  darts  of  Satan,  yet  you 
are  preserved.  Many  depart  from  Zion's  ways,  yet  you  are  kept 
faithful,  and  enabled  by  His  grace  to  fight  the  ^ood  fight  of 
faith.  Sometimes  when  faith  has  seemed  to  sink  in  black 
despair,  the  appearance  of  the  Standard  has  inspired  you  with 
hope,  and  you  have  been  blessed  with  the  sweet  assurance 
of  salvation,  succour,  and  security  in  the  person  and  work  of 
Christ. 

I  remember,  some  years  ago,  looking  at  some  old  colours  as 
they  hung  from  the  roof  of  one  of  our  old  minsters.  The  names 
of  places  noted  in  military  annals  appeared  upon  them.  I  could 
see  on  one,  Waterloo,  and  upon  others  Alma  and  Likerman. 
You  may  depend  upon  it,  that  there  are  the  names  of  many 
places  inscribed  upon  the  glorious  old  flag  of  Gospel  grace. 
There  we  may  see  Gethsemane,  where  our  Captain  fought,  and 
fell,  and  triumphed  over  Satan,  death,  and  hell.  Look  again. 
There  we  see  Calvary,  where  our  glorious  Leader  vanquished 
sin,  guilt,  and  condemnation,  by  which  He  brought  life  and 
immortality  to  light  by  His  Gospel.  In  Old  Testament  vision 
and  prophecy  He  was  promised  to  fight  the  battles  of  His  people, 
while  they  snould  stand  still  and  behold  their  salvation  accom- 

Elished  wholly  by  Him.  In  the  Standard  lifted  up  and  unfurled 
y  JEHOVAH  the  Spirit  we  behold  and  enjoy  Gospel  grace 
and  glory,  which  is  the  cause  of  all  true  consolation  and 
encouragement  to  the  hearts  of  Christ's  soldiers.  But  notice  the 
Standard-Bearer.  As  an  earthly  ensign  goes  forth  with  the 
standard  to  battle,  many  a  heart  throbs  with  anxiety  and  hone 
for  his  safety.    A  shot  at  a  venture,  or  one  levelled  with  deaoiy 
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aim,  may  bring  him  down  to  dost  and  death.  But  our  Standard- 
Bearer  is  invincible  and  invukierable.  He  stands  untouched  and 
unmoved  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight.  Let  Satan's  fiery  darts  and 
hell's  dark  arrows  fiy  thickly  around  Him,  still  He  maintains  His 
ground.  Let  Him  be  unheeded  by  the  vast  majority  of  those  who 
profess  to  be  the  soldiers  of  Christ,  yet  to  the  true-hearted  He 
will  appear  in  His  sovereign  power  luting  up  tiie  standard,  taking 
of  the  things  of  Christ  and  showing  them  unto  us.  Does  siu 
assail  me  f  He  will  reveal  to  m]r  waiting  and  wantingheart 
the  all-cleansing  blood  of  my  Saviour  and  Redeemer.  Does  a 
sense  of  condemnation  distress  me  t  He  takes  of  the  righteous- 
ness of  Christ  mv  God  and  tells  me  it  is  mine.  Do  doubts  and 
fears  prevail  and  perplex  met  He  takes  of  the  faith  of  the  Son 
of  God  and  assures  me  it  is  mine.  Do  anxieties  and  cares  cause 
my  sad  spirit  to  droop,  and  inbred  corruption  appear  to  stifle  the 
life  of  God  within  me  t  The  Spirit  of  the  Lora  alone  can,  and 
graciously  will,  make  an  utter  end  of  them. 

<<  When  sins  and  feais  prevailing  rise, 
And  fainting  hope  almost  expires 
Jesos** — 

by  the  grace,  energy,  and  anointing  of  Thy  Spirit — 

"  to  Thee  I  lift  mine  eves — 
To  Thee  I  breathe  my  soul  s  desires." 

Yes,  when  guilt  is  experienced  in  the  conscience,  when  Satan^ 
sin,  and  death  seem  to  have  all  their  own  way  with  the  living 
child  of  God,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  in  His  sovereign  might  will 
work  and  put  them  all  to  flight.  Here  we  are  brought  to 
consider — 

IV.— The  glorious  rescjlt— "  aSAoW  put  Mm  to  fliqW 
(margin).  Though  enemy  after  enemy,  and  flood  after  dood 
shall  come  in  to  mar  the  sweet  enjoyment  of  a  Saviour's  love, 
the  chosen  and  redeemed  of  the  Lord  shall  safely  outride  them 
aU.  Fowler's  sweet  words  are  gloriously  true  of  Zion's  pilgrims: — 

*^  They  may  on  the  main'of  temptation  be  tossed ; 
Their  sorrows  may  swell  as  the  sea ; 
But  none  of  the  ransomed  shall  ever  be  lost, 
The  righteous  shall  hold  on  his  way." 

Do  floods  of  accursed  unbelief  assail  me  ?  The  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  will  reveal  to  me  the  precious  truth  that  my  Leader  and 
Commander,  the  Captain  of  the  Lord's  host,  the  Captain  of  my 
salvation,  has  fought  for  me,  believed  for  me,  and  relied  upon 
every  part  of  the  Father's  Word  for  me.  Am  I  brought  into 
dark  and  dreary  spots,  wounded  and  bleeding  behind  my  shield, 
fainting  and  feeling  my  inability  to  cry  for  succour,  and  afraid 
I  shall  be  left  to  pensh  on  the  field  among  the  slain  ?  The 
faithful  Witness  of  the  covenant,  the  invincible  and  invulnerable 
Standard-Bearer  will  not  fail  me ;  but  will  lift  up  a  precious, 
trusting,  believing  Christ  in  my  heart,  which  shall  put  accursed 
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unbelief  to  flight.  Am  I  beset  by  a  domb  devil,  and  know  not 
how  to  pray!  The  covenant  Comforter  will  reveal  One  to  me 
who  opens  His  mouth  for  the  dumb  in  the  cause  of  all  such  as 
are  appointed  to  destruction  (Prov.  xxxi.  8).  He  will  sweetly 
interest  me  in  the  prayers  of  the  Mediator,  the  intercession  of 
my  great  High  Priest,  and  the  all-powerful  pleadings  of  the 
Advocate  with  the  Father  on  my  behalf,  and  thus  me  dumb 
devil  is  put  to  flight.  In  the  presence  of  my  God  I  am  accused 
and  assaulted  again  and  again  by  Satan  at  my  right  hand 
(Zech.  iii.) ;  but  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  reveals  my  covenant 
Angel,  and  the  very  moment  He  appears,  Satan  cannot  with- 
stand Him.  Know  ye  anything  of  favours  so  precious,  so 
glorious  t  If  so,  your  waitmg  and  adoring  hearts  shsJl  know 
what  that  means,  which  is  ofttimes  set  down  as  future,  but 
which  the  favoured  child  ddlights  in  as  a  present  spiritual 
reality :  **  Now  is  come  salvation,  and  strength,  and  the  kmgdom 
of  our  God,  and  the  power  of  His  Christ :  for  the  accuser  of 
our  brethren  is  cast  down,  which  accused  them  before  our  God 
day  and  night.  And  they  overcame  him  by  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb,  and  oy  the  word  of  their  testimony :  and  they  loved  not 
their  lives  unto  the  death  "  (Rev.  xii.  10,  11). 

May  the  Lord  add  His  blessing  for  His  name's  sake.    Amen. 


HYMN. 

Lord,  the  conflict  grows  severer, 

Tet  I  cannot  quit  the  field  : 
Gracious  Captain,  be  Thoa  nearer, 

Teach  me  how  Thy  sword  to  wield ; 
By  Thy  Spirit 

All  my  inbred  foes  shall  yield. 

Earth  and  hell  are  now  uniting 
To  obstruct  my  journey  home ; 

Thus  I*m  caird  to  daily  fighting, 
O,  let  Thy  salvation  come ; 

By  Thy  Spirit 
I  shall  more  than  overcome. 

Thou  hast  all  my  armour  given ; 

Thou  hast  placed  my  crown  in  view  ; 
All  my  strength  must  come  from  heaven, 

While  such  potent  foes  pursue ; 
By  Thy  Spirit 

I  shall  every  sin  subdue. 

Though  surrounded  with  temptation, 
And  a  trait'rous  host  annoy  ; 

Yet  the  Oaptain  of  salvation 
Will  His  foes  and  mtft^  destroy ; 

By  His  Spirit 
I  shall  gain  the  Victor's  joy. 


JOBBPH  ISOMB. 
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A  NEW  CREATION. 
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"  Therefore  if  aoi^  mftn  bi  in  Christ,  Atf  m  a  new  creature:  old  things  are  passed 
away ;  behold,  all  things  are  become  new." — 2  Oor.  v.  17. 

THE  epistle  in  which  our  text  appears  abounds  in  contrasts 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end.  The  apostle,  as  led  by  the 
Holy  Ghost,  maintains  this  style  of  teaching  in  a  striking  and 
telling  manner.  Turn  with  me  to  chap.  i.  5.  Here  he  contrasts 
the  sufferings  of  Christ  abounding  in  the  child  of  God  with  the 
consolations  which  abound  by  Christ.  At  the  close  of  the.  2nd 
chap,  we  meet  with  a  very  solemn  contrast  which  is  seen  by  the 
enlightened  and  spiritual  eye  throughout  the  whole  of  6od's 
most  Holy  Word.  The  carnal  mind  objects  to  and  hates  the 
contrast  drawn  between  the  living  and  the  dead,  the  elect  and 
the  reorobate,  the  redeemed  and  the  unredeemed,  the  regenerate 
and  tne  imregenerate.  Paul's  testimony  invariably  wrought 
this  contrast.  See !  *'  Now,  thanks  be  unto  God,  which  always 
causeth  us  to  triumph  in  Christ.  '*  Happy  man ! "  some  of  you 
may  be  ready  to  say,  "  if  he  was  always  able  to  triumph  in 
Christ."  But  it  so  happened  that  he  did  not  always  have  occa- 
sion to  triumph  feelingly  in  Christ;  no,  not  even  when  blessed 
with  the  clearest  and  brightest  evidences  of  his  union  to  Him. 
When  the  sufferings  of  Christ  were  abounding  in  him,  there  was 
no  experience  of  triumph,  though  the  sufferings  were  spiritual 
indications  of  the  possession  of  Divine  life,  light,  and  love. 
Read  this  portion  after  this  fashion,  which  is  perfectly  correct: 
'*iVW,  thanks  be  unto  God  which  at  all  times  leadeth  us  in  triumph 
in  Christ.''  You  see,  God  in  Christ  is  our  triumphant  Leader. 
He  always  triumphs  over  Satan,  sin,  and  self  in  the  very  expe- 
rience of  His  child,  whether  that  experience  be  of  life  or  of 
d.^ath.  '^And  maketh  manifest  the  savour  of  His  knowledge 
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by  US  in  every  place.  For  we " — not  our  testimony,  but  we 
through  the  testimony — "  are  unto  God  a  sweet  savour  of  Christ, 
in  them  that  are  saved,  and  in  them  that  perish.  To  the  one 
we  are  the  savour  of  death  imto  death;  and  to  the  other  the 
savour  of  life  imto  Ufe.  And  who  is  sufficient  for  these  things  t  ^ 
The  burden  of  the  word  of  the  Lord  caused  Paul  to  feel  his 
insufficiency,  while  he  knew  that  his  sufficiency  was  of  Gk)d. 
The  third  chapter  is  full  of  contrasts.  Man's  commendation 
with  God's.  Man's  writing  with  the  Spirit's.  Man's  insufficiency 
with  God's  sufficiency.  The  Old  Testament  with  the  New. 
The  letter  with  the  spirit,  condemnation  with  righteousness. 
The  fourth  chapter  contains  many  wonderful  contrasts  and 
paradoxes.  Look  at  the  8th  verse:  *^  We  are  troubled  on  every 
side,  yet  not  distressed;  we  are  perplexed,  but  not  in  despair.  * 
I  think  I  hear  a  tried  one  say,  ^*That  is  not  me  I"  Look  at  the 
margin,  my  friend.  We  who  are  distressed  and  perplexed  are 
^^not  altogether  without  help  or  means'^  "Persecuted,  but  not  for- 
saken; cast  down,  but  not  destroyed."  We  do  fall,  but  not 
from  grace,  being  upheld  by  a  lovine,  omnipotent  hand.  At  the 
end  of  the  chapter  we  see  wonderful  contrasts  between  present 
afflictions  and  future  glory,  temporal  and  eternal  things.  The 
fifbh  chapter  abounds  with  spiritual  contrasts.  Each  of  them 
appears  to  lead  us  to  the  contemplation  of  the  glorious  truths 
ana  spiritual  realities  set  forth  in  tiie  words  I  have  read  as  my 
text: 

^'  Therefore  if  any  man  be  in  Christ,  he  is  a  new  creature :  old 
things  are  passed  away  ;  behold,  all  things  are  become  new." 

In  considering  this  vast  and  all-important  subject,  we  will 
endeaTour  to  notice — 

I. — The  connection—'*  Therefore." 

IL — The  character — "  If  any  man  be  in  Christ." 

III. — The  condition — "  A  new  creature." 

IV. — The  immunities  enjoyed — "Old  things  are  passed 
away." 

V. — The  privileges  possessed — "  Behold,  all  things  are 
become  new." 

I. — The  connection — **  Therefore.''  This  is  the  conclusion 
of  the  apostle's  argument,  or  of  the  truths  he  had  declared  for 
the  instruction,  comfort,  and  edification  of  the  Corinthian 
Christians,  and  through  them  of  the  Church  of  God  in  all 
succeeding  generations.  His  conclusion  is,  that  all  old  things, 
even  those  of  Divine  appointment,  having  served  their  purpose 
and  waxen  old,  must  pass  away  for  ever  as  of  no  value  wnatever 
to  the  new  creation  work  in  Christ  Jesus.  "  Thereforer  This 
^word  directs  our  minds  to  the  preceding  context.  Look  at  ver. 
'l4:  "For  the  love  of  Christ  constraineth  us.''  In  these  words 
we  have  a  figure  of  speech  setting  forth  the  irresistible  power  of 
the  love  of  Chiist.  Like  the  current  of  a  mirfity  river,  it  bears 
the  souls  of  God  B  elect  to  life,  and  peace^  and  joy,  found  only  in 
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the  ocean  of  Divine  affection.  Turn  to  Psalm  xlvi  4  :  **  There 
ia  a  river,  the  streams  whereof  shall  make  glad  the  city  of  God." 
Affain,  Rev.  xxii.  1 :  "  And  he  showed  me  a  pure  river  of  water 
orlife,  clear  as  crystal,  proceeding  out  of  the  throne  of  God  and 
of  the  Lamb."  The  progress  of  this  river  of  eternal  love  is 
beautifully  expressed  in  the  language  of  Kelly, — 

"  All  victorious  is  its  course. 
Nothing  can  withstand  its  force." 

The  course  of  this  river  of  God's  eternal,  uninfluenced,  invincible, 
and  irresistible  love  is  hidden  from  the  view  of  the  carnal  mind. 
Its  sovereignty  is  seen  in  its  proceeding  from  the  throne  of  God 
and  of  the  Lamb.     It  nins  to  the  full  extent  of  a  redeemed 
sinner's  necessities,  coming  just  where  he  is,  sweeping  away 
like  a  flood  all  his  trans^'essions,  sins,  and  iniquities,  overcoming 
his  old  prejudices,  slaying  his  natural  enmity  to  God's  wajr  of 
saving  him,  and  bringing  him  into  association  and  communion 
with  the  great  and  glorious  Three-in-One.     "  For  the  love  of 
Christ  constraineth  us :  because  we  thus  judge,  that  if  one  died 
for  all,  then  were  all  dead."     A  precious  and  glorious  truth. 
When  Christ  died,  all  His  members  were  dead  in  Him.     Dead  to 
the  law  which  had  exhausted  all  its  claims  upon  them.    Dead  to 
sin  which  lost  its  damning  power  over  them  when  Christ  their 
Surety  died.     Sin  as  they  may,  and  here  I  will  tell  you  some- 
thing more,  sin  as  they  must,  their  sins  can  never  damn  them. 
God's  love  is  too  vast,  His  grace  too  rich,  His  compassions  too 
great  to  admit  of  the  thought  for  a  single  moment.     See! 
*'  And  He  died  for  all  that  they  which  live  should  not  henceforth 
hve  unto  themselves,  but  unto  Him  which  died  for  them,  and 
rose  aeain."     To  live  to  Christ  and  not  to  self  is  the  order  of  the 
Gospel  day.    But,  say  you,  I  do  not  find  that  to  be  the  fact. 
Neither  do  I.     Why  is  this  ?     Because  in  our  so-called  Gospel 
Churches  and  causes  of  truth,  amongst  those  who  profess  to  be 
separated  from  the  world  by  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  there  is  more 
seen  of  the  spirit  of  the  first  Adam  than  of  the  last ;  there  is  more 
of  the  temper  of  the  old  man  manifested  than  the  meekness  of 
the  new  man  ;  there  is  a  greater  exhibition  of  self  than  of  the 
exaltation  of  Christ;  there  is  so  much  determination  to  have 
one's  own  way,  to  gain  one's  own  points,  and  to  work  one's  own 
will ;  there  is  so  much  of  "  Thy  will  be  done  "  on  the  knees, 
and  •*  My  will  be  done "  on  the  feet.     But  as  the  redeemed 
sinner  is  brought  by  the  power  of  God  the  ever-blessed  Spirit  into 
communion  with  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  into  experimental 
oneness  with  Him  in  His  sufferings,  he  lives  not  to  himself,  but 
to  Him  who  loved  him,  died  for  him,  rose  again  for  him,  appears 
in  heaven  for  him,  and  is  ready  in  every  season  of  temptation 
and  trial  to  minister  to  his  necessities  and  succour  him  with  His 
richest  consolations. 

Now  notice  verse  16  :  "  Wherefore  hencefoi-th  know  we  no 
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man  after  the  flesh."  What  a  mercy  1  We  are  not  on  the 
look  out  for  the  infirmities  and  failings  of  the  tried  and  tempted 
brethren  of  Christ.  We  are  not  ready  to  judge  the  halting 
children  of  God  after  the  sight  of  our  eyes  or  according  to  the 
outwaid  appearance.  We  are  not  eager  to  sit  in  the  judgment 
seat  to  condemn  those  who,  thou^  sinning,  are  so  near 
and  dear  to  Chi-ist,  who  has  compassion  upon  the  imorant  and 
upon  them  that  are  out  of  the  way.  Possessing  BSb  Spirit,  we 
are  brought  down  to  the  footstool  of  sovereim  mercy  to  know 
and  own  ourselves  the  chiefest  of  sinners  and  the  vilest  of  the 
vile.  I  know  that  the  pietist,  the  very  precise  and  proper,  will 
be  ready  here  to  call  me  to  order  and  question  the  truth  of  all 
this ;  but  I  know  it  is  so  by  painful  experience,  and  every  God- 
begotten,  Spirit-quickened  child  of  God  will  cry  with  Paul,  **  I 
know  that  in  me  (that  is,  in  my  flesh)  dwellethno  good  thing ; " 
for  there  is  in  me  a  concentration  of  all  that  is  abominable,  bad, 
and  depraved  in  connection  with  fallen  humanity.  Yes,  this  is 
a  solemn  and  terrible  fact,  and  when  1  know  and  feel  it  by  the 
teaching  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  how  can  I  sit  in  judgment  upon  the 
weak,  the  erring,  and  the  fallen  t  Indeed,  I  cannot.  Yet  ofb- 
times  I  find  myself  on  old  covenant  ground  speaking  in  old 
covenant  terms,  acting  according  to  old  covenant  law  and  not 
according  to  new  covenant  liberty,  judging  according  to  wrath 
and  not  according  to  love,  not  realising  the  blessedness  set 
before  us  in  this  precious  portion,  ^*  Wherefore  henceforth  know 
we  no  man  after  the  flesh."  I  like  this  when  I  am  enabled  to 
see  it  in  the  light  of  the  action  of  the  two  sons  of  Noah.  Mark ! 
"To  the  pure  all  thin^  are  pm-e:  but  unto  them  that  are 
defiled  and  imbelievin^  is  nothmg  pure ;  but  even  their  mind 
and  conscience  is  demed"  (Titus  i.  15).  I  do  not  ask  you  of 
depraved  tastes  to  look  this  way,  you  whose  delight  is  to  seek 
out  what  you  consider  to  be  the  impure  portions  of  this  blessed 
Book.  To  me  there  are  no  such  portions,  for  "  every  word  of 
God  is  pure  "  (Prov.  xxx.  5).  You  remember  the  scene  in  the 
vineyard.  Noah  was  drunk.  His  son  Ham  saw  and  reported 
his  father's  shame,  but  the  other  two  sons  took  a  garment,  went 
backwards  and  covered  their  father's  nakedness.  They  would 
not  see  it.  They  made  as  though  they  knew  it  not.  Ah,  my 
dear  friends,  it  is  something  after  that  manner  that  God,  in  His 
rich  and  sovereign  mercy,  deals  with  His  poor,  weak,  and 
erring  children,  and  He  brings  them  into  the  sweet  enjoyment 
of  that  grace  through  which  He  will  not  and  cannot  see  the 
failures,  falls,  and  imperfections  of  His  people  in  covenant  union 
with  Him.  Thus  favoured  and  blessed,  they  will  be  ever  readj 
to  walk  backward,  cast  their  eyes  another  way,  and  lend  their 
ears  to  other  tales  altogether  than  those  of  the  failures,  falls,  or 
inconsistencies  of  the  living  children  of  God. 

**  Yea,  though  we  have  known  Christ  after  the  flesh,  yet  now 
henceforth  know  we  Him  no  more."    The  Jew  who  had  been 
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brought  by  grace  from  Judaism  to  spiritual  life  in  Christ  might 
boast  of  Christ  belonging  to  his  nation  after  the  flesh.  Christ 
Himself  ignored  all  this,  and  owned  all  those  who  heard  and 
kept  the  Word  of  God,  irrespective  of  their  nationahty,  as  His 
true  relatives.  This  is  laying  the  axe  of  Divine  truth  at  the 
root  of  all  fleshly  and  sensuous  religion.  We  have  sought  after 
a  fleshly  manner,  and  with  fleshly  emotions  we  have  ofttimes 
embraced  Him;  but  now  we  are  taught  to  know  Him,  approve 
of  Him,  and  appreciate  Him  in  a  heavenly  and  spiritual  manner. 
Mary  Magdalene  received  a  precious  lesson  in  this,  as  recorded 
in  John  xx.  11 — 18.  She  sought  her  Lord  in  the  regions  of 
death,  but  He  revealed  Himself  to  her  in  the  regions  of  life. 
•*  Jesus  saith  unto  her,  Mary."  She  knew  His  voice,  and  said 
unto  Him,  ^'  Babboni;  which  is  to  say,  Master."  The  very  One 
who  had  "  won  her  affections  and  held  her  heart  fast."  She 
evidently  was  about  to  embrace  Him,  when  He  kept  her  at  a 
distance  on  nature's  ground,  saying:  "  Touch  Me  not:  for  I  am 
not  yet  ascended  to  My  Father:  but  go  to  My  brethren,  and 
say  unto  them,  I  ascend  unto  My  Father,  and  your  Father;  and 
to  My  God,  and  to  your  God."  The  heart  of  Christ  was  in 
heaven  with  His  Father,*  and  He  would  have  Mary's  there  also. 
He  would  have  her  not  linger  in  selfish  gratification  with  Him, 
but  go  and  tell  His  brethren  of  His  ascension  to  the  home  and 
the  glory  He  was  going  to  possess  for  them.  Let  me  ask  you, 
Where  is  the  place  for  true  communion  with  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ?  Paul  found  it  in  the  tibird  heaven  (2  Cor.  xii.  2).  See 
how  he  leads  the  mind  to  this  in  Phil.  iii.  20:  "For  our  conver- 
sation is  in  heaven."  Our  citizenship,  our  home  is  there.  This 
is  set  before  us  throughout  the  whole  of  that  precious  family 
epistle,  the  Epistle  to  the  Ephesians.  Blessed  with  Christ  in 
the  heavenlies  (chap.  i.  3) ;  glorified  with  Christ  in  the  heaven- 
lies  (chap.  i.  20) ;  resting  with  Christ  in  the  heavenlies  (chap, 
ji.  6V;  revealing  the  mystery  of  redeeming  love  to  the  aneelg 
in  the  heavenhes  (chap.  iii.  10);  and  wresthng  with  wicked 
spirits  in  the  heavenlies.  (chap.  vi.  12).  The  heavenlies  form 
the  scene  fot  Divine  communion.  Just  turn  to  that  12th  chap, 
of  2nd  Corinthians:  "I  knew  a  man  in  Christ  above  fourteen 
years  ago  (whether  ih  the  body,  I  cannot  tell;  or  whether  out 
of  the  body,  I  cannot  tell;  God  knoweth),  such  an  one  caught 
up  to  the  third  heaven,*'  there  to  enjoy  a  blessed  revelation  of 
grace  too  wonderful  for  him  to  relate.  With  this  revelation  "a 
thorn  in  the  flesh"  and  "the  messenger  of  Satan"  must  be 
encountered.  But  seel  The  place  for  Divine  communion  is  up 
yonder.  Mary  must  not  linger  amid  the  shades  of  darkness, 
desertion,  and  death.  While  her  body  was  upon  earth  her  spirit 
must  ascend  with  the  iisen  and  glorified  body  of  her  Lord  to 
His  home,  and  to  her's.  Know  ye  anything  of  an  experience  so 
blessed  as  this?  I  do  not  ask,  Is  this  your  lot  every  hour  of 
the  day?  but  I  do  ask,  I»not  this  a  spiritual  reality  according 
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to  the  written  Word,  according  to  the  teaching  of  the  Holy 
GhoBt,  and  according  to  the  judgment  He  has  given  yon,  how- 
ever much  yon  may  be  buflFeted  by  Satan,  burdened  by  sin,  or 
bowed  down  under  the  body  of  sin  and  death  ?  Ay,  indeed  it 
is.  Look  here!  There  is  no  true  place  of  worship  nor  true 
acceptable  worship,  but  in  living  identification  with  the  glorified 
God-Man  up  yonder.  My  dear  friends,  we  may  meet  together 
to  sing  sweet  hymns,  we  may  be  moved  by  prayerful  words 
from  fluent  lips,  and  endorse  the  clear  enunciations  of  a  faithful 
preacher  of  God's  truth;  but  if  the  heart  is  not  lifted  up  by 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  if  Christ  is  not  spiritually  present 
in  the  midst ;  if  there  is  no  identification  with  Him  in  the  new 
Ufe,  in  the  new  creation,  there  can  be  no  real  worship  in  God's 
account. 

"  ThereforeJ^  Another  word  upon  this.  Someone  has  well 
said,  that  the  cross  of  Christ  is  God's  monument  erected  over 
the  grave  of  all  carnal  ordinances,  sensuous  ceremonies,  fleshly 
sacrifices,  earthly  types,  and  fleeting  shadows;  but  I  say,  that 
the  cross  of  Chnst  is  God's  monument  over  the  grave  where  He 
has  buried  all  human  distinctions,  all  human  modes,  all  human 
means  in  matters  pertaining  to  Himselfi  There  you  have  some- 
thing to  think  about.  You  may  meet  with  a  Churchman  who 
has  more  of  the  steeple  in  his  head  than  of  grace  in  his  heart* 
or  you  may  come  in  contact  with  that  pest  of  society,  apolitical 
Dissenter,  who  is  full  of  strife  and  contention;  mark  you,  there 
is  not  a  pin  of  difference  between  the  two  in  God's  estimation, 
or  in  the  estimation  of  the  spiritually-minded  and  Spirit-taught 
child  of  God.  These  will  be  ever  looking  at  their  order,  rules, 
rites,  regulations,  and  ceremonies,  but  can  have  no  true  appre- 
hension or  appreciation  of  the  glorious  truth  revealed  in  the 
words  of  the  text:  "  Therefore  if  any  man  be  in  Christ,  he  is  a 
new  creature."  "  Therefore,''  because  the  revelation  of  God  to 
His  people  through  Christ,  in  Christ,  with  Christ,  and  by  Christ, 
makes  a  clean  sweep  of  the  creature  altogether,  drives  away  all 
his  plans,  schemes,  doings,  and  deaUngs,  and  makes  known  to 
us  the  glorious  fact,  that  the  salvation  of  elect  man  is  God's 
work  from  first  to  last.  God  the  Father  for  me  in  purpose 
before  the  worlds  were  framed,  and  to  all  eternity.  God  the 
Son  with  me  in  His  life  of  suffering  and  sorrow  here  below.  God 
the  Spirit  in  me,  regenerating,  restoring,  and  refreshing. 
*'  Thereforey'  all  that  I  may  have,  and  everything  I  can  have  as 
the  means  of  grace,  or  as  the  hope  of  glory,  must  be  wholly  of 
God  and  by  God. 

n.— The  character—"  If  any  man  be  in  Christ."  Notice 
the  word  man  was  not  used  by  the  apostle  when  he  penned  this 
precious  portion.  It  is:  "t/  any  in  Christ  J*'  This  excludes  all 
human  means,  modes,  and  distinctions.  Truth,  hj  the  Holy 
Ghost,  18  a  mighty  leveller,  as  seen  in  many  portions  of  Paul's 
epistles.   Turn  to  Gal.  iii.  28 :  "  There  is  neither  Jew  nor  Greek, 
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there  is  neither  bopd  nor  free,  there  is  neither  male  nor  female: 
for  ye  are  all  one  in  Christ  Jesus."  In  Christ,  and  spiritually 
one  with  Him,  there  is  no  assertion  of  the  authority  of  the 
stronger  over  the  weaker  vessel — nothing  about  your  lords  of 
creation  there.  The  Holy  Ghost  graciously  leads  the  mind  into 
the  reaUsation  of  glorious  equality  in  Christ  Jesus.  All  of  one 
mind.  All  of  one  spirit.  You  see  this  also  in  Gal.  v.  15:  **For 
in  Christ  Jesus  neither  circumcision  availeth  anything,  nor 
uncircumcision,  but  a  new  creature."  The  new  creation  does 
not  consist  in  an  acknowledgment  of  a  form  of  sound  words,  ox 
delight  in  a  clear  creed,  or  prizing  the  so-called  outward  meai\p 
of  grace,  or  ten  times  more  than  these.  We  will  come  a  little 
closer  home  than  this,  which,  I  expect,  will  not  suit  some  of 
you.  The  other  day  I  saw  an  announcement  in  connection 
with  *^  771^  Society  for  Promoting  Christianity  among  tlie  Jews^ 
Let  me  tell  you,  I  am  very  suspicious  concerning  what  are  called 
converted  Jews  and  converted  Papists,  I  cannot  help  it.  It  may 
be  a  little  of  my  old  Adam  cropping  up,  but  there  it  is.  Where 
is.  there  a  necessity  for  such  a  societv  as  this?  The  Holy 
Ghost,  by  Paul,  tells  very  plainly  that  the  middle  wall  of  parti- 
tion, even  the  law  of  commanaments  contained  in  ordinances 
which  stood  as  a  barrier  between  Jew  and  Gentile,  was  broken 
down  by  the  death  of  Christ,  and  now  God  looks  upon  mankind  as 
divided  into  two  classes  only — the  elect  and  the  reprobate — the 
redeemed  and  the  unredeemed.  See  Eph.  ii.  15 :  "  To  make  in  Him- 
self of  twain  (elect  Jew  and  Gentile)  one  new  man."  Blessed  be 
God,  there  is  now  no  distinction  whatever  between  the  two. 
In  Christ  all  outward  distinctions  for  ever  cease.  Here  I  would 
ask.  What  room  is  there,  on  this  ground  of  spiritual  privilege, 
for  the  Churchman  to  assert  his  superiority  over  the  Dissenter, 
or  for  the  Dissenter  to  throw  his  stones  at  the  Churchman?  The 
cross  of  Christ  forbids  unseemly  squabbles.  Some  may  ask, 
What  do  I  mean  by  the  cross  of  Christ?  Well,  I  do  not  mean 
that  empty  bauble  which  is  worshipped  and  adored  by  Popish 
and  Protestant  idolaters.  I  do  not  mean  a  material  cross,  or  a 
visible  sign,  but  that  which  every  one  in  Christ  must  take  up 
and  bear  in  spiritual  union  with  Him.  What  is  the  cross?  You 
will  find  it  in  John  xvii.  14:  "I  have  given  them  Thy  Word; 
and  the  world  hath  hated  them."  Look  at  John  xv.  18:  "If 
the  world  hate  you,  ye  know  that  it  hated  Me  before  it  hated 
you."  Because  of  the  sovereign  and  eternal  decree  of  election 
is  brought  home  to  the  heart,  and  confessed  with  the  lips, 
because  the  Word  has  been  received  in  much  affliction,  because 
the  cross  of  Christ  is  understood  in  its  spirituality  and  power, 
therefore  the  world,  both  pious  and  profane,  religious  and  irre- 
ligious, will  hate  the  child  of  God.  hi  the  word  of  the  truth  of 
the  Gospel  we  see  God's  monument  upon  the  grave  where  all 
human  distinctions,  commandments,  sacrifices,  and  offerings  lie 
buried. 
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"In  Christ.^'  A  glorious  position.  I  hear  sometimes  from 
the  lips  of  those  whom  I  believe  to  be  spiritually  taught,  expres- 
sions contrary  to  Scriptural  facts.  Such  have  spoken  of  being 
put  in  Christ.  Let  us  cling  to  chapter  and  verse.  There  is 
nothing  so  convincing  as  a  **  What  saith  the  Scripture  t "  Put 
into  Christ  ?  The  people  of  God  were  eternally  in  Christ,  so 
there  can  be  no  such  thing  as  putting  itdo  Christ.  Turn  to 
1  Cor.  1.  80  :  •<  But  of  Him  are  ye  m  Christ  Jesus."  Not  in  Him 
according  to  that  Popish  figment  and  vain  delusion,  by 
baptismal  regeneration.  A  friend  once  asked  me  whether  I  had 
seen  Dean  Altord's  translation  of  the  New  Testament.  I  at  once 
directed  his  attention  to  the  Dean's  translation  of  the  words  in 
Titus  iii.  5:  ^*the  washing  of  regeneration^'  which  he  renders,  ^*  the 
font  of  regeneration."  Poor  Dean  !  T^his  discovers  the  lament- 
able fact  that  he  believed  in  that  delusion  of  the  devil,  that  a 
child  is  put  into  Christ  and  received  into  Christ  the  very  moment 
a  few  drops  of  polluted  water  are  sprinkled  or  poured  upon  it. 
You  ask,  Why  do  you  call  it  poUutea  water?  Because  the  very 
moment  the  fingers  of  a  clean-handed  pn>«f  (1)  touch  the  water, 
you  would  look  at  it  a  few  times  before  you  would  be  tempted  to 
drink  it.  Water  is  polluted  the  very  moment  it  receives  a 
human  touch.  There  are  thousands  so  besotted  with  error  and 
beguiled  by  Satan  as  to  believe  that  carnal  means  will  produce 
spiritual  effects.  This  is  contrary  to  our  Lord's  words  to 
Nicodexnus :  "  That  which  is  bom  of  the  flesh  is  flesh ;  and  that 
which  is  born  of  the  Spirit  is  spirit "  (John  iii.  6).  Yes,  there 
are  thousands  who  believe  when  a  child  is  brought  to  the  font, 
the  water  appUed  to  it,  and  a  few  words  pronounced  over  it,  that 
moment  it  oecomes  a  member  of  Christ,  a  child  of  God,  and  an 
inheritor  of  the  kingdomi  of  heaven.  There  are  those  also  who 
hold  that  without  adult  dipping  there  can  be  no  regeneration. 
When  I  say  this,  I  do  desire  not  to  be  understood  as  referring 
in  any  way  to  our  friends  the  Particular  Baptists,  because  1 
know  and  thank  God  for  it,  that  these  brethren  in  Christ  hate 
and  scout  such  a  wretched  delusion  as  much  as  I  do.  I  allude 
to  the  Mormons  and  to  a  pestilential  sect  who  style  themselves. 
Christian  Brethren,  and  pretty  brethren  they  are  I  These  hold 
that  the  moment  a  brother  or  sister  goes  through  the  water  every 
sin  is  left  behind  in  the  bath.  But  there  you  have  the  truth, 
that  not  **  of  the  will  of  the  flesh,  nor  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of 
God  "  (John  i.  13),  ay,  wholly  of  God  from  first  to  last  the  elec- 
tion of  grace  is  found  in  Christ  Jesus.  Look  here !  This  is 
living  union.  It  is  not  in  a  mere  profession  of  true  religion. 
It  is  not  in  ««^  condemned,  but  in  Christ  justified  and  accepted 
(Eph.  i.  6).  It  is  not  in  Adam  dead,  but  in  Christ  alive  (1  Cor. 
XV.  22).  In  Christ  the  last  Adam  with  sin  put  away,  death 
abolished,  and  life  and  immortahty  brought  to  light  through  the 
Gospel.  Not  living  in  the  flesh  for  fleshly  gratification  ;  but 
living  in  Christ  to  enjoy  the  blessings  stored  up  for  me  in  Him. 
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In  Christ  by  soverei^u  purpose.  In  Christ  by  saored  purohnse. 
In  Christ  by  spiritiml  power.  Thus  iu  Christ  a  redeemed  sinner 
is  a  new  creation.     We  will  now  look  at — 

III. — The  CJONDITION — "  A  new  creature,"  or  a  Tiew  creation. 
What  is  it  to  create  ?  It  is  not  to  make  or  form  a  new  thinff 
out  of  an  old  one.  It  is  not  to  change*  it  is  not  to  transform,  re 
is  not  to  convert.  '^A  new  creation"  is  not  the  old  nature 
renovated,  adorned,  and  beautified.  It  is  not  the  flesh  with  its 
corruptions  and  lusts  trimmed  and  trained ;  but  it  is  the  new 
and  Divine  nature  with  its  spiritual  blessings,  immunities,  and 
privileges.  It  is  not  taking  old  Adam  and  washing,  clothing, 
and  adorning  him,  making  him  religious  and  verjr  pretty  to  the 
outward  eye.  It  is  not  that.  It  is  a  new  creation  altogether. 
Therefore  if  I  am  in  Christ  Jesus,  I  am  a  partaker  of  a  new 
nature — ^a  partaker  of  the  Divine  nature,  a  partaker  of  His 
resurrection  life,  and  all  this  according  to  the  Father's  promise 
before  all  worlds.  See  Titus  i.  2 :  ''  In  hope  of  eternal  life, 
which  God,  that  ccmnot  lie,  promised  before  the  world  began." 
Life  was  promised  to  Christ  for  His  people,  and  at  the  set  time 
of  favour  He  communicates  it  through  the  ministry  of  His  own 
Word.  How  this  is  brought  about,  the  poor  child  of  God  oft- 
times  finds  not,  and  when  questioned  in  reference  to  it,  can  only 
answer  in  the  words  of  the  blind  man  as  recorded  in  John 
ix.  25 :  **  One  thing  I  know,  that,  whereas  I  was  blind,  now  I 
see."  Once  I  was  blind  and  dead  to  God's  Christ,  to  God's 
covenant,  and  to  God's  salvation ;  I  was  dead  to  all  interest  in 
precious  atoning  blood,  justifying  righteousness,  regenerating 
grace,  restoring  mercy,  and  to  that  peace  of  His  which  passeth 
all  understanding;  but  now  in  union  with  the  Lamb  and  in 
blessed  association  with  His  redeemed  worshippers,  I  love  to 
dwell  upon  those  glorious  verities  which  are  found  alone  in 
Him,  by  Him,  and  through  Him.  I  love  the  company  of  those 
who  delight  in  electing  love,  redeeming  grace,  and  regenerating 
mercy.  I  love  to  experience  those  restorings  which  flow 
through  the  wounds  of  Jesus  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
to  my  heart. 

^^A  new  creation  "  is  alone  to  be  found  in  union  with  Him  who 
was  made  sin  for  His  people,  that  thej  "  might  be  made  the 
righteousness  of  God  in  Him  J  A  new,  Divine  nature  (2  Peter  i. 
4)^  not  a  mere  influence,  but  a  .real  existence  in  living  union 
with  a  risen,  exalted,  and  glorified  Jesus.  This  is  always 
attended  by  the  indwelling  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  but  it  is  not  the 
Holy  Ghost  any  more  than  He,  in  the  formation  of  the  sacred 
humanity  of  Jesus  in  the  womb  of  Mary,  was  to  be  confounded 
with  the  body  of  Christ.  What  a  glorious  union!  One  with 
the  Person  of  a  glorified  Christ.  We  cannot  find  words  better 
suited  to  describe  this  than  the  words  of  our  most  glorious  Christ 
in  His  prayer  to  the  Father,  as  recorded  in  John  xvii.  21—23  : 
"  That  they  all  may  be  one  ;  as  Thou,  i^'ather,  art  in  Me,  and  I 
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in  Thee,  that  they  also  may  be  one  in  Ua :  that  the  world  may 
believe  that  Thou  hast  sent  Me.  And  the  glory  which  Thou 
gavest  Me  I  have  given  them ;  that  they  may  be  one,  even  as  We 
are  One.  I  in  them,  and  Thou  in  Me,  that  they  may  be  made 
perfect  in  One ;  and  that  the  world  may  know  that  Thou  hast 
sent  Me,  and  hast  loved  them,  as  Thou  hast  loved  Me."  This  is 
glorious  oneness.  As  the  Divine  Three  are  equally,  eternally, 
and  essentially  One,  so  are  the  members  of  Christ  one  with  Him, 
their  living  Head.  This  is  &  marvellous  and  mysterious  oneness 
which  can  never  be  fully  known  until  we  stand  perfect  and 
complete  in  the  light  of  His  glory.  Then  we  shall  know  even 
as  we  are  known.  As  the  Three  Persons  in  the  Godhead  are 
One,  so  are  the  partakers  of  the  new  creation  one  with  Christ. 
He  appears  in  heaven  for  us,  and  blessed  be  His  holy  name, "  as 
He  is  so  are  we  in  this  world"  (1  John  iv.  17),  If  we  are  one 
with  Him  by  His  Father's  electing  love.  His  own  redeeminj^ 
blood,  and  His  Spirit's  regenerating  grace,  then  His  Father  is 
our  Father,  His  righteousness  our  righteousness,  His  nature  our 
nature.  His  home  our  home,  and  His  glory  our  glory. 

IV. — The  immunities  enjoyed — **01dthin^arepas8edaway.'* 
Blessed  be  God,  that  old  thing  SIN,  which,  m  my  unregenerate 
state,  maintained  its  authority  over  me,  is  gone,  passed  away. 
How  did  it  pass  away?  I  can  only  answer  you  in  tne  language 
of  God's  blessed  Word.  See  Isa.  liii.  6  :  "  The  LORD  haA  laid 
on  Him  the  iniquity  of  us  all."  **  Now  once  in  the  end  of  the 
world  hath  He  appeared  to  put  away  sin  by  the  sacrifice  of 
Himself"  (Heb.  ix.  26).  By  the  faith  of  God's  own  giving  I  see 
by  the  Father's  own  act,  all  my  sin  passed  away  from  me  to  my 
adorable  Surety  and  Saviour,  and  an  end  made  of  it  by  His  sin- 
atoning  death.  That  old  thing,  THE  CURSE  OF  THE  LAW, 
passed  away.  How  ?  "  Christ  hath  redeemed  us  from  the  curse  of 
the  law,  being  made  a  curse  for  us :  for  it  is  written.  Cursed  is 
every  one  that  hangeth  on  a  tree."  In  thus  becoming  a  curse 
for  His  people  He  became  the  "  end  of  the  law  for  righteousness 
to  every  one  that  believeth  "  (Rom.  x.  4).  ''The  end  of  the  law.''* 
What  an  expressive  term !  What  does  it  mean  t  It  means  that 
He  went  to  the  end  of  all  the  law's  requirements  in  the  perfect 
obedience  He  rendered  to  its  precepts,  that  He  went  to  tne  end 
of  all  the  law's  penal  threatenings  which  He  silenced  by  the 
sufferings  He  enaured.  What  is  the  end  of  a  debt  ?  The  pay- 
ment. Christ,  the  heavenly  Bridegi'oom,  took  and  paid  every 
debt  owed  by  His  bride,  and  in  the  sweet  experience  of  this  1 
can  sing, — 

"  Clomplete  atonement  Thou  hast  made, 

And,  to  the  utmost  farthing,  paid 
WTiate'er  Thy  people  owed  ; 

How,  then,  can  wrath  on  me  take  place, 

If  sheltered  in  Thy  righteousness, 
And  sprinkled  with  Thy  blood! " 

By  the  appUcation   of  that  precious  blood  to  my  heart  ^every 
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question  of  gin  between  me  and  my  God  is  settled,  every 
transgression  over  which  my  chastened  spirit  has  grieved  is 
removed,  is  passed  away.  That  old  thing,  CONDEMNATION  is 
passed  away.  All  this  due  to  me  was  borne  by  my  sinless  Surety, 
Dy  Him  who  said  to  sin,  law,  condemnation,  and  death,  which 
sought  and  found  Him,  *^  If  ye  seek  Me,  let  these  go  their  way" 
(John  xviii.  8).  That  old  thing  of  fleshly  fear,  DEATH,  passed 
away.  '*  Christ  hath  abolished  death  and  brought  life  and 
immortality  to  light  through  the  Gospel ;  and  when  Christ  who 
is  our  Life  shall  appear,  then  shall  we  also  appear  with  Him  in 
glory  "  (Col.  iii.  4 ;  2  Tim.  i.  10).  Death  may  be  dreaded,  but 
can  never  be  felt  by  a  sinner  in  living  union  with  Christ.  "OW 
things  are  passed  away.^^  My  old  notions  of  salvation  by  merit, 
salvation  by  my  fleshly  co-operation,  salvation  by  my  doin^ 
something  and  Jesus  doing  the  rest,  passed  away.  My  old 
degrading  views  of  Christ  passed  away,  and  now  in  the  light  of 
His  glorious  Gospel,  I  see  Him  altogether  lovely,  His  salvation 
perfect^  His  ri^teousness  complete,  His  intercession  idl- 
prevalent,  and  His  glory  sure.  He  is  the  Beginner  and  the 
Finisher  of  my  faith,  and  the  Performer  of  all  things  for  me  in 
the  presence  of  His  Father  and  mine.     We  now  notice, — 

V. — The  privilbges  possessed — "Behold,  all  things  are 
become  new."  Yes,  a  Christian  is  a  new  man,  with  a  new  life, 
in  a  new  world.  He  experiences  life  in  a  risen  and  ascended 
Christ,  and  immortality  in  spiritual  oneness  with  Him.  This  is 
the  truth  which  the  Lord  Jesus  spake  to  Martha  recorded  in 
John  xi.  25,  26 :  ''  I  am  the  Resurrection,  and  the  Life :  he  that 
believeth  in  Me,  though  he  were  dead,  yet  shall  he  live :  and 
whosoever  liveth  and  believeth  in  Me  shall  never  dieJ*  Martha 
experienced  in  herself,  •* deaths  oft;"  but  in  her  living  and 
loving  Lord  she  was  blessed  with  many  spiritual  and  sweet 
revivings.  In  the  words  of  Christ  to  Martha  we  have  a 
wondenul  paradox — a  dead  believer,  yet  in  possession  of  a  life  that 
can  never  die.  The  time  of  dissolution  will  and  must  come  to 
all  those  who  are  not  to  remain  until  the  coming  of  the  Lord ; 
but  this  will  be  to  them  a  ceasing  to  die  and  a  beginning  to  live 
unfettered  and  free  in  the  eternal  embrace  of  a  covenant  God  in 
Christ  It  is  this  which  cheers  the  living  child  of  God  under 
many  a  dark  and  trying  dispensation,  which  gives  him  many  a 
gracious  lift  in  the  midst  of  his  bondage,  and  causes  him  to 
rejoice  in  spirit  when  the  hearts  of  all  around  him  are  sad.  Then 
the  living  m  Jerusalem  shall  know  that  neither  law,  sin,  Satan, 
condemnation,  death,  nor  hell,  nor  aU  combined,  can  ever  affect 
his  interest  in  God,  nor  God's  interest  in  him.  In  Christ  Jesus 
the  new  creature  enjoys  the  blessing  of  this  world,  even  of  a 
world  in  ruins,  yet  possessing  beauties  and  blessings  rich  and 
rare  to  the  sanctifiea  mind  and  spiritually  illumined  eye.  The 
possessor  of  life  in  oneness  with  Christ,  though  lie^^may  not 
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E 088668  a  pennyworth  of  this  world's  goods,  can  look  upon  the 
road  lands  and  beautiful  estates  of  the  nobility  and  say, — 

•<  My  Father  made  them  all/' 

**All  things  are  become  new.*'  LiFE  instead  of  decUh  f  SALVATION 
instead  of  slavery  !  RIGHTEOUSNESS  instead  of  sin  !  JUSTIFICA- 
TION instead  of'  condemnation  !  ACCEPTANCE  instead  of  bamsh" 
ment  !  Peace  instead  of  enmity  I  New  affections  fixed  upon 
thin^  above.  New  hopes  entering  within  the  veiL  New 
relatives.  God  my  Fatner.  Christ  my  Brother.  The  Holy 
Ghost  my  Friend  and  Conipanion.  The  saints  my  associates. 
Heaven  my  home.  JEHOVAH  Three-in-One  and  One-in-Three 
my  exceeding  and  eternal  joy.  And  blessed  be  His  holy  name. 
He  has  put  a  new-song  in  my  mouth  and  given  me  a  new  heart, 
by  which  I  can  praise  Him  for  bringing  me  up  from  the  pit  of 
corruption^  settmg  my  feet  upon  the  Rock  of  eternal  ages, 
ordering  my  goings,  holding  my  hand,  and  keeping  my  feet  in 
the  way. 

May  the  Lord  add  His  blessing  for  His  name's  sake.     Amen. 


HYMN. 

Amazinq  grace !  a  worm  of  earth 
Ennobled  bj  a  second  birth. 

And  own*d  Jehovah's  <^ild  ! 
An  object  of  eternal  love — 
An  heir  to  all  the  joys  above 

Who  cannot  be  exiled. 

Come,  heaven-bom  soul,  your  sonship  view 
The  grace  which  forms  your  heart  anew, 

Calls  forth  the  filial  claim  ; 
My  Father,  doubtless  Thon  art  mine, 
For  Thou  hast  given  me  life  Divine, 

And  I  must  own  Thy  name. 

My  Father,  O,  delightful  sound  ! 
I'm  with  paternal  Wndness  crown'd, 

By  God  my  Father's  hand: 
O,  how  I  long  to  love  Him  more. 
Obey  Him,  trust  Him,  and  adore, 

Till  near  His  throne  I  stand. 

My  Father,  draw  my  heart  away 
From  earth,  and  sin.  and  self,  I  pray, 

Let  me  Thine  image  bear: 
Feed,  clothe,  and  teach  me  every  day. 
Till  I  arrive  at  home,  and  say 

Thou  art  my  Father  there. 


Joseph  Ibonb. 
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'*  But  I  keep  under  mv  body,  and  bring  it  into  subjection,  lest  that  bv  anj 
means,  when  I  nave  preached  to  others,  I  myself  shonld  be  a  castaway." — 1  Cor. 
ix.27. 

THERE  were  certain  characters  in  the  Church  at  Corinth  who 
were  conBtantly  calling  into  question  the  apostleship  of 
the  writer  of  this  very  blessed  and  instructive  epistle.  We  find 
throughout  the  two  epistles  to  the  Corinthian  Church  and  the 
epistle  to  the  Churches  of  Galatia,  the  apostle  Paul  sa^s  more 
concerning  His  apostleship  than  in  all  his  other  writings  put 
together.  The  reason  is  plain.  He  was  vindicating  the  com- 
mission he  had  received  '*not  of  men,  neither  by  man,"  but 
directly  from  his  risen  and  glorified  Lord  and  Master.  You  see 
this  in  Gal.  i.  11:  "For  I  certify  you,  brethren,  that  the  Gospel 
which  was  preached  of  me  is  not  after  man."  He  did  not 
receive  it  from  any  formulary,  article,  or  creed,  nor  according 
to  vain  notions  of  the  Papists  and  Ritualists  of  the  present  day, 
from  the  apostolic  fathers  who  were  before  him.  But  we 
see  Paul  tracing  up  his  call  and  commission  to  the  Great  First 
Cause  of  all  events,  to  the  One  Great  Source  of  all  revelation, 
and  to  the  One  Grand  Fountain  of  truth  and  spiritual  communi- 
tion.  He  says:  "For  I  neither  received  it  of  man,  neither  was 
I  taught  but  by  the  revelation  of  Jesus  Christ."  Do  you  desire 
any  spiritual  and  heavenly  communications  this  morning? 
Well,  as  you  look  for  it,  long  for  it,  and  desire  it,  ay,  as  you 
find  in  you  a  Divinely-wrought  necessity  that  you  must  have  it, 
the  desire  and  the  necessity  both  come  from  God  through  the 
Son  of  His  love  by  the  power  of  His  blessed  Spirit.  Paul  con- 
tinues: "For  ye  have  heard  of  my  conversation  in  time  past  in 
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the  Jews*  religion,  how  that  beyoud  measure  1  perBecuted  the 
Church  of  God,  and  wasted  it.  But  when  it  pleased  God." 
Here  you  see  the  ground  upon  which  he  found  a  firm  footing 
for  his  faith.  He  traced  all  his  religion  up  to  the  Fountain — 
God.  He  acknowledged  God*s  good  pleasure  and  all-wise 
counsel  in  all  things.  "But  when  it  pleased  God,  who  separated 
me  from  my  mother's  womb  " — there  is  a  separation  for  you,  a 
work  in  which  neither  the  apostle  himself  or  any  created  being 
could  claim  a  part — "  and  called  me  by  His  grace  to  reveal  His 
Son  in  me,  that  I  might  preach  Him  among  the  heathen;  imme- 
diately I  conferred  not  with  flesh  and  blood."  Paul  writes  not 
of  the  manifestation  of  Christ  to  him,  but  of  the  revelation  of 
God's  Son  iu  Him,  which  is  the  only  true  qualification  a  Gospel 
minister  possesses.  He  knew  full  well  that  conferring  with  flesh 
and  blood  was  fatal  to  the  stability  of  a  child  of  God,  and  so 
do  I.  There  is  God's  Book,  and  the  man  who  speaks  according 
to  the  mind  and  will  of  God  as  revealed  therein,  who  is  brought 
into  profound  subjection  to  its  tniths  by  the  guidance  and  gi*ace 
of  God  the  ever-blessed  Spirit,  has  much  to  be  thankful  for.  It 
is  of  God's  mercy  I  know  that,  in  standing  before  you  as  a 
preacher  of  truth,  and  in  looking  back  to  the  spots  where  I 
have  stood,  there  has  been  no  conference  with  flesh  and  blood. 
It  is  wholly  of  the  grace  of  God  that  I  am  what  I  am,  and 
where  I  am,  and  am  often  found  at  the  feet  of  Jesus  willing  to  do 
His  bidding  for  the  good  of  any  of  His  brethren ;  but  as  for 
conferring  with  the  flesh,  or  taking  fleshly  counsel,  such  not 
being  in  accordance  with  the  Word,  it  can  have  no  place  in  my 
mind  as  long  as  the  Lord  is  graciously  pleased  so  to  teach  me. 
**Neither  went  I  up  to  Jerusalem  to  them  that  were  apostles  before 
me."  What  an  independent  character!  Blessed  with  the  assur- 
ance of  God  being  by  his  side,  Christ  in  his  heart,  and  the 
Holy  Ghost  enlightening  his  understanding,  that  was  sufficient 
for  him,  and  he  could  get  on  very  well  without  apostolic  aid  or 
interference.  ^'  But  I  went  into  Arabia,  and  returned  again  unto 
Damascus.  Then  after  three  years  I  went  up  to  Jerusalem  to 
see  Peter,  and  abode  with  him  fifteen  davs."  A  man  with  such 
an  independent  spirit,  and  freed  from  all  human  shackles,  may 
well  expect  to  be  the  butt  for  many  hellish  shafts,  and  the 
subject  of  much  defamation  and  slander.  You  may  rest  assured 
of  this,  when  a  man  stands  iu  the  simplicity  which  is  in  Christ 
and  in  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  he  will  not  be  free  from 
Satan's  fiery  darts,  nor  from  the  defamation  of  proud  professors; 
but  he  can  well  afford  to  leave  all  these  matters  in  His  hand 
that  judgeth  righteously  and  wait  patiently  the  result. 

It  is  our  privilege  this  morning  to  look  at  a  portion  of  God's 
most  Holy  Word  which  may  perplex  some  and  frighten  others. 
These  may  be  ready  to  put  forth  their  fleshly  free-will  hands  to 
steady  the  ark  of  God's  truth,  which,  according  to  their  short- 
sighted view,  is  shaken.   There  may  be  some  present  who  fancy 
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that  after  all  they  have  beard  preached  iipon  the  everlaeting 
aecnrity^  and  eternal  preservation  of  the  Church  of  God,  this 
one  Scripture  saps  and  mines  the  whole  foundation  of  their 
faith.  Well,  it  mav  be  God's  will  to  bring  about  a  little  clear- 
ing away  of  your  doubts  in  respect  to  this  glorious  truth.  May 
He  send  forth  His  Spirit-wind,  which  alone  can  chase  away  the 
fogs,  the  raists,  and  the  clouds  of  ignorance  and  error  which 
have  darkened  the  minds  of  many  of  His  tried  and  tempted 
children.  In  approaching  this  subject,  I  feel  I  have  especiallr 
to  deal  with  the  elect,  redeemed,  and  regenerate  people  of  God. 
It  is  not  mv  intention  to  attempt  to  refute  any  Arminian  gloss 
which  has  been  put  upon  this  portion  of  inspired  truth,  yet  such 
erroneous  views  existing  in  the  minds  of  many  of  the  hving 
family  may  be  met  and  scattered  to  the  Avinds.  I  hope  to  meet 
with  the  little  ones  in  the  family  of  God,  the  weaklings  in  the 
flock  of  Christ  who  long  for  establishment  in  the  glorious  things 
of  God's  Gospel.  The  portion  before  us  has  ofttimes  been  quoted 
and  preachea  from  for  the  purpose  of  refuting  the  truth  of  the 
eternal  preservation  of  the  Church  in  Christ  Jesus.  Mark  the 
words.  I  do  not  say,  the  final  perseverance  of  t/ie  saints,  because 
there  may  be  such  an  expression  as  this  which  is  not  at  all  Scrip- 
tural Many  of  God's  dear  childi*en  are  troubled  with  the 
impression  that  they  have  not  persevered  as  they  ought  to  have 
done,  therefore  they  must  set  to  work  with  the  means  at  their 
disposal,  read  the  Word,  communicate  with  God's  people,  attend 
prayer  meetings,  and  be  diligent  in  the  use  of  the  so-called 
means  of  grace;  but  in  these  things  they  meet  with  many 
stumbling-blocks,  failures,  falls,  and  miserable  disappointments. 
I  remember  the  time  when  I  thought  I  would  read  God's  Word 
more  diligently  than  ever  I  did  before,  communicate  with  the 
saints  more  frequently,  pray  without  ceasing  and  more  fervently, 
but  I  found  all  these  to  be  as  so  many  dry  breasts,  with  no 
refreshment,  consolation,  or  encouragement  to  my  soul.  Yet  it 
has  pleased  God  in  His  own  way,  set  before  \is  in  the  expe- 
riences of  His  saints,  as  recorded  in  the  Scriptures,  to  bring  me 
by  a  way  that  I  knew  not  into  a  blessed  knowledge  of  Himself, 
which  must  stand  when  all  things  else  decay  and  fade  away. 

But  I  said,  this  portion  has  been  quoted  for  the  purpose  of 
disproving  the  eternal  preservation  of  the  Church  of  God  in 
Christ  Jesus.  Enemies  of  truth  have  manifested  their  enmity  in 
such  deceiving  expressions  as  these :  *'  You  see,  if  so  highly^ 
favoured  a  man  as  the  apostle  was  afraid  of  becoming  a  castaway 
from  God's  presence,  love,  and  salvation,  how  much  more  mui^ 
we  fear  I "  Mark  well  this  specious  deduction  I  If  the  apostle 
Paul  doubted  the  certainty  of  the  covenant  verities  he  preached 
and  taught,  doubted  whether  he,  with  all  the  favours  JEIHOVAH 
had  bestowed  upon  him,  should  ever  stand  before  God  with 
acceptance  in  glory,  how  much  more  should  poor,  weak  mortals 
such  as  we,  doubt,  fear,  and  tremble  !    If  the  apostle  admitted 
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the  possibility  of  a  saint  like  himself  becoming  a  reprobate 
character,  an  eternal  castaway  from  JEHOVAH'S  love  and  care, 
is  this  not  sufficient  proof  that  the  eternal  preserration  of  the 
children  of  God  in  Christ  is  only  a  human  fiement,  and  not  a 
Divine  fact?  To  this  I  at  onoe  answer,  If  such  were  the 
admission  of  the  apostle,  then  I  should  admit  the  oondusion 
arrived  at.  But,  I  not  only  question  the  truthfulness  of  the 
oonclusioQ,  but  I  declare  emphatically  before  God  and  His  people 
that  such  a  conclusion  is  a  lie  of  Satan  to  deceive  unstable  souls 
and  to  perplex  many  of  those  for  whom  Christ  died  and  whom 
He  will  most  assuredly  have  at  home  in  glory  with  Him.  We 
will  now  look  at  this  perplexing  portion,  and  endeavour  to  find 
out  whether  the  faUing  from  grace  theory  is  consistent — 

I. — With  the  Father's  purpose  of  love. 

II. — With  the  Son's  redemption  of  His  people. 

III. — With  the  Spirit's  power  in  the  reaeemed  ;  and 

IV. — With  the  apostle  raul's  experience  and  teaching. 

I.— Is  THE  FALLING  FEOM  GRACE  THEORY  OONSISTENT    WITH 

THE  Father's  purpose  of  love? 

We  will  see.  Let  us  look  at  those  glorious  declarations  of 
grace  given  by  the  inspiration  of  the  Spint  in  Ephesians  i.  Here 
we  see  that  He  purposed  in  Himself  to  have  a  people  near  to 
Himself,  in  whom  He  would  be  everlastingly  glorined,  and  by 
whom  He  would  be  everlastingly  worshipped  and  adored.  In 
covenant,  before  the  worlds  were  formed,  He  set  up  His  Son  as  the 
great  and  glorious  Head  of  grace.  To  this  Head  the  members 
were  given,  and  to  the  members  He  gave  the  Head,  who  held 
Himself  responsible  for  the  eternal  preservation,  certain  salvation, 
and  everiasting  security  of  the  whole.  To  Chiist  the  Head  the 
Father  communicated  all  the  blessinffs  of  grace  and  glory  with 
which  the  members  should  be  endowed  iiTespective  of  any 
condition  to  be  performed  on  their  part.  Every  blessing  freely 
given.  You  see  this  in  the  third  verse :  "  Blessed  be  3ie  God 
and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  hath  blessed  us  with 
all  spiritual  blessings  in  heavenly  places  in  Christ ;  according  as 
He  hath  chosen  us  in  Him  before  the  foundation  of  the  world, 
that  we  should  be  holy  and  without  blame  before  Him."  In 
this  we  have  the  Father's  purpose  of  love,  even  the  whole 
election  of  grace  blessed,  chosen,  holy,  and  without  blame 
before  Him  in  Christ  the  Head.  "  In  love."  Mark  the  punctua- 
tion 1  "In  love  having  predestinated  us  to  the  adoption  of 
children  by  Jesus  Christ  to  Himself."  Predestinated  in  eternity 
to  the  adoption  in  time,  *'  according  to  the  good  pleasure  of  His 
will,  to  the  praise  of  the  glory  of  His  grace  wherein  He  hath 
made  us  accepted  in  the  Beloved ;  "  or,  as  it  may  be  rendered, 
'' graced  ns  in  the  Beloved"  We  thus  stand  before  Him  in  the 
person  of  our  Head  possessing  every  ^raoe  we  need.  Some  of 
you  are  ready  to  say,  We  do  not  experience  that  1    Ah,  my  dear 

..tized  by  Google 


"A  CASTAWAY."  599 

friends^  you  never  will  experience  all  that  until  you  stand  with 
Christ  in  glory, 

"  Filled  with  the  folnefls  of  your  God, 
And  lost  in  His  embrace.** 

Look  at  that  word  :  ^^ Graced  in  the  Beloved''  The  grace  of  love 
for  all  the  elect,  the  grace  of  faith  for  all  the  redeemed,  the 
grace  of  repentance  for  all  His  tempted  ones,  the  ^race  of  con- 
solation for  all  mourners  in  Zion.  It  is  a  glorious  fact  to 
contemplate,  that  JEHOVAH  in  the  riches  of  His  grace,  before 
the  foundation  of  the  world,  had  every  ^ace  treasured  up  for 
His  children  against  the  times  of  their  sin,  imperfections, 
infirmities,  failures,  and  falls.  This  ^ce  is  like  Himself,  eternal, 
omnipotent,  infinite,  invincible,  and  mdefectible.  In  it  His  elect 
people  in  Christ  Jesus  have  full  provision  made  against  every 
emergency  which  Satan  may  suggest,  every  contingency  he 
may  present  to  their  fears,  and  every  perplexity  they  may 
experience.  See  how  the  apostle  repeats  this  again  and  again  : 
"  Haying  made  known  to  us  the  mystery  of  His  will,  according 
to  His  good  pleasure  which  He  hath  purposed  in  Himself;  that 
in  the  dispensation  of  the  fulness  of  time  He  mi^ht  gather 
together  in  one  all  things  in  Christ,  both  which  are  in  heaven, 
and  which  are  on  earth,  even  in  Him :  in  whom  also  we  have 
obtained  an  inheritance,  being  predestinated  according  to  the 
purpose  of  Him  who  worketh  all  things  after  the  counsel  of  His 
own  will"    Why  t     "  That  we  should  be  to  the  praise  of  His 

glory  who  first  trusted  in  Christ."  The  Father  in  covenant  trusted 
hrist  with  His  honour,  faithfulness,  and  glory.  He  trusted 
Him  with  the  whole  election  of  grace,  with  every  blessing  He 
designed  for  them  to  enjoy,  and  with  all  the  glories  of  eternity 
which  must  be  theirs  after  every  toil,  trial,  and  tribulation  is  past 
and  ^one  for  ever.  Think  for  a  moment  upon  this  momentous 
(question  I  If  the  good  pleasure  of  the  Father  which  He  purposed 
in  Himself,  and  the  working  of  all  things  after  the  counsel  of  His 
own  will  should  meet  with  failure,  the  very  devils  would  rejoice, 
and  hell  be  filled  with  exultation.  If  a  redeemed  one  should  suflTer 
eternal  destruction,  Satan  would  taunt  God  with  His  want  of 
foresight,  wisdom,  and  power.  If  an  elect  vessel  of  mercy 
should  fall  from  gi*ace,  all  hell  might  well  resound  with  ita  shouts 
of  defiance  and  taunt«  against  a  God  who  so  signally  failed  in 
the  accomplishment  of  His  purpose.  But  that  can  never  be. 
We  now  come  to  consider — 

n.— Is  THE  FALLING  FROM  GRACE  THEORY  CONSISTENT  WITH 

THE  Son's  redemption  of  His  people? 

The  Son's  honour  was  engaged  to  save  with  an  everlasting 
salvation  all  that  the  Father  gave  unto  Him.  In  the  fulness  of 
time,  and  all  to  display  the  Father's  purpose  and  magnify  His 
grace,  all  the  given  ones  fell  in  Adam.  Fell  from  what?  From 
grace  ?  Never.  From  the  love  and  notice  of  Him  who  gave 
them  to  His  Son  t    That  is  an  utter  impossibility.     From  what 
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did  they  fall?  From  a  state  of  earthly  dignity,  pleasure,  and 
happiness,  and  intercourse  with  the  God  of  creation  and  provi- 
dence. But  some  of  you  mav  be  ready  to  inquire,  **What 
evidence  can  be  given  from  Gren.  iii.  that  Adam  and  his  wife 
with  the  elect  of  God  in  his  loins  fell  not  from  spiritual  privileges 
conferred  upon  them  in  Christ  f  "  This^  that  a  seekine  God  is  the 
glory  of  the  whole  of  that  chapter.  When  Adam  fell,  he  was 
not  set  to  the  vain  task  of  seekmg  that  God  whom  he  had  so 
wilfully  forsaken  ;  but  the  voice  of  the  LORD  God  was  heard 
walking  in  the  garden  in  the  cool  of  the  day,  calling  to  Adam, 
'*  Where  art  thou  t  *'  When  he  was  found  hiding  oehind  the 
trees  of  the  garden,  God  declared  in  his  ears,  and  in  the  very 
teeth  of  the  serpent,  the  glorious  news  of  salvation  by  the  Seed 
of  the  woman.  In  the  very  garden  where  sin  was  first  com- 
mitted, salvation  w€is  first  revealed.  God  seeking!  God 
finding!  God  saving!  In  many  portions  of  this  precious 
chapter  we  see  God  revealing  His  own  glorious  Gospel  to  His 
fallen  Church  and  people.  The  woman's  Seed  should  bruise  the 
serpent's  head,  while  the  serpent  should  bruise  the  heel  of  the 
woman's  Seed.  0  what  marvellous  truth  we  have  in  this 
bruising  of  the  heel !  First,  we  see  the  suffering  of  Christ  per- 
sonal in  His  sacred  humanity  here  upon  eartn.  Second,  we 
behold  the  sufferings  of  Christ  mystical,  in  the  temptations,  trials, 
and  tribulations  experienced  by  the  members  of  the  one  body 
during  their  earthly  pilgrimage.  This  heel-bruising  is  in  perfect 
accordance  with  the  revelation  of  JEHOVAH'S  covenant  of 
redemption  in  Isa.  liii.  In  reading  that  chapter  just  notice  the 
change  of  persons  occurring  in  the  bnguage.  This  shows  that  all 
the  declarations  are  not  those  of  the  Father  to  the  Son ;  but  in 
one  place  the  Father  speaks  to  the  Son,  in  another  the  Son  to 
the  Father,  while  in  another  the  people  of  God  speak  of  their 
interest  in  the  sufferings  endured  and  the  salvation  accomplished 
by  the  Surety  of  the  covenant.  Here  we  see  glorious  reciprocity 
and  mutual  interests  between  the  Persons  covenanting  and 
those  interested  in  their  covenant  engagements.  Look  at  ver. 
10 :  *;  Yet  it  pleased  the  LORD  to  bruweHim ;  He  hath  put  Him 
to  grief:  when  Thou  shalt  make  His  soul  an  offering  for  sin.  He 
shall  see  His  seed."  When  the  Father  should  make  the  soid  of 
Christ  an  offering  for  sin,  then  Christ  sliould  see  His  seed.  ''  He 
shall  prolong  His  days,"  in  resurrection  life  and  glo^,  *^  and  the 
pleasure  of  the  LORD  shall  prosper  in  His  hand.  How  ?  "All 
that  the  Father  giveih  Me  shall  come  to  Me  "  (John  vi.  37). 
There  you  see  the  pleasure  of  the  Lord  proraiering  in  the  band 
of  a  risen,  exalted^  and  reigning  Savioun  "  He  diall  see  of  the 
travail  (the  fruit)  of  His  soul  and  shall  be  satisfied."  A  woman 
is  in  travail,  her  pangs  are  great,  the  child  is  bom,  it  is  dead  I 
Is  she  satisfied  t  No,  sorrow  and  disappointment  fill  her  souL 
Tell  me  I  Has  our  great  and  glorious  Surety  travailed  in  soul 
laboured  to  bring  to  the  birth,  and  all  to  have  dead  and  damned 
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Bouls  to  present  to  the  Father  ?  Never  I  If  such  could  be  the 
case,  in  the  presence  of  the  Father  He  could  not  stand.  See  1 
**  By  His  knowledge  shall  My  righteous  Servant  justify  many ; 
for  He  shall  bear  their  iniquities,"  to  put  them  all  away  and 
make  an  end  of  every  one  of  them.  ''Therefore  will  I  divide 
Him  a  portion  with  the  great,  and  He  shall  divide  the  spoil  with 
the  strong ;  because  He  hath  poured  out  His  soul  unto  death  : 
and  He  was  numbered  with  the  transgres8i)r8 ;  and  He  bare  the 
sin  of  many,  and  made  intercession  for  the  transgi^essors.'*  That 
last  sentence  will  do  for  me.  0  what  a  mercy  it  is  for  me  to 
know,  and  that  by  Divine  revelation  and  spiritual  communica- 
tion, that  those  for  whom  Jesus  intercedes  before  the  throne  are 
transgressors  in  their  feelings,  experiences,  and  confessions,  and 
ever  will  be  all  through  their  wilderness  iourney.  Jesus  came, 
Jesus  laboured,  Jesus  suflFered,  Jesus  died;  but  it  was  not 
possible  for  Him  to  be  holden  of  death.  "  He  prolonged  His 
days"  in  rising  again  and  entering  into  heaven's  highest  glory, 
where  His  intercession  prevails  in  the  power  of  these  words,  **  I 
have  glorified  Thee  on  the  earth,  I  have  finished  the  work 
which  Thou  gavest  Me  to  do."  What  did  He  give  Him  to  do? 
He  gave  Him  a  people  to  save  in  Himself  with  an  everlasting 
salvation.  Having  returned  to  the  Father,  He  looks  into  His 
face  without  fear  or  hesitancy,  and  says,  "  Every  one  given  to 
Me  by  Thee  in  covenant  I  have  redeemed  with  My  own  blood 
from  death,  destruction,  Satan,  and  sin,  and  eventually,  when  all 
Thy  purposes  of  grace  are  fulfilled,  I  will  present  them  all  perfect 
and  complete  before  Thee  in  glory."  Listen  to  His  commanding 
prayer :  "  Father,  I  will  that  they  also,  whom  Thou  hast  given  Me, 
DC  with  Me  where  I  am  ;  that  they  may  behold  My  glory,  which 
Thou  hast  given  Me :  for  Thou  lovedst  Me  before  the  foundation 
of  the  world"  (John  xvii.  24).  The  pleasure  of  the  Lord  in  the 
salvation  of  His  elect  cannot  fail  in  the  slightest  particular  while 
in  the  hand  of  Christ.  Think  of  this.  If  it  were  possible  for 
the  purposes  of  the  Father  to  fail  in  the  hand  of  Christ,  Satan 
and  his  crew  would  laugh  at  Him  throughout  eternity.  Ima^ne, 
if  you  can,  one  for  whom  a  precious  Christ  endured  spiritual 
labour  and  pangs,  one  for  whom  our  most  glorious  Christ  shed 
His  precious  blood,  one  for  whom  He  wrought  out  a  perfect 
righteousness,  failing  to  enjoy  all  these,  and  at  last  falling 
eternally  into  the  clutches  of  the  devil ;  why,  Satan  might  then 
appejir  m  the  courts  of  heaven,  look  a  disappointed  Redeemer 
in  the  face,  and  with  justice  upbraid  Him  with  losing  one  whom 
He  agi'eed  to  keep,  one  for  whom  He  paid  so  tremendous  a  price, 
one  WT  whom  He  laboured  so  hard  and  so  long,  one  for  whom 
He  agonized  in  blood  and  sweat  in  gloomy,  dark  Gethsemane. 
But  such  as  this  can  never  be,  0  no ;  it  is  gloriously  and  irrevoc- 
ably true,  that  all  that  the  Father  gave  to  Him  shall  come  to 
Him,  and  not  one  of  the  given  ones  fiAiall  ever  experience  an 
eternal  casting  out,  a  casting  off,  or  a  casting  away  (John  vi.  37). 
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III.— Is  THE  FALLING  FROM  GRACE  THEORY  CONSISTENT  WITH 
THE   ShRIT'S   power  IN  THE  REDEEMED! 

It  is  our  gracious  privilege  as  sound,  Scriptural,  and  spiritual 
Trinitarians  to  delight  in  a  threefold  cord  which  can  never  be 
broken.  It  is  the  threefold  cord  of  covenant  love.  There  is  the 
Father's  love  in  election,  the  Son's  love  in  redemption,  and  the 
Spirit's  love  in  regeneration.  The  love  of  the  Divine  Three  is 
co-equal  and  co-eternal.  The  Spirit,  who  was  the  Witness  to 
the  covenant  transactions  of  the  Father  and  the  Son,  in  the  set 
time  to  favour  Zion,  quickens  from  death  and  delivers  from  the 
hands  of  the  devil  the  objects  of  the  Father's  love  and  of  the 
Saviour's  affection.  Now  comes  the  question.  Who  is  the 
stronger  ?  Satan,  or  the  Spirit  ?  The  devil,  or  the  Holy  Ghost? 
Blessed  be  God,  He  has  not  left  Himself  without  witness:  here 
you  have  it :  "  Greater  is  He  that  is  in  you,  than  he  that  is  in 
the  world'*  (1  John  iv.  4).  A  Stronger  than  the  strong  one 
comes  and  turns  him  out.  He  not  only  makes  a  clean  sweep  of 
the  house,  but  He  washes,  cleanses,  and  purities  it.  He  purges 
it  from  all  sin,  all  filth,  all  corruption,  and  all  defilement.  That 
is  not  hke  the  devil  leaving  his  house  for  a  little  while.  There 
is  a  vast  difference  between  the  devil  going  out  of  his  own  house, 
and  his  being  turned  out  of  Christ's  house.  ^*  Whose  house  are 
we "  (Heb.  iii.  5).  See !  The  great  usurper  must  be  driven 
out  by  God  the  eternal  Spirit,  and  when  he  is  once  turned  out, 
he  can  never  take  possession  again.  But  when  Satan  walks  out 
of  his  own  house,  he  can  walk  in  again  in  his  own  time.  It  is 
then  he  takes  with  him  the  perfection  of  devilr}%  even  seven 
spirits  more  wicked  than  himself,  and  finds  his  nouse  empty, 
swept,  and  garnished.  There  you  have  a  beautiful  picture  of 
an  Arminian,  fleshly  professor.  Satan  again  takes  possession  of 
him,  and  the  last  state  of  that  religious  man,  toko  gave  his  heart  to 
the  Ijord(t)t  who  closed  in  mth  the  offers  of  mercy  C?^,who  was  as 

Eroud  as  the  devil  could  make  him  oecausehe  thought  he  could 
elp  God  to  save  himself,  yes,  the  last  state  of  that  man  is  worse 
than  the  first.  That  is  God's  Word.  The  Holy  Ghost  in  the 
work  of  rejjeneration  and  restoration  can  never  be  defeated. 
He  is  almignty  to  regenerate.  He  is  omnipotent  to  finish  the 
work  He  once  begins.  "  When  the  enemy  shall  come  in  like  a 
flood,  the  Spirit  of  the  LORD  shall  put  him  toJligJit'*  (Isa.  Ux. 
19,  margin).  Now  mark  I  if  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  should 
fail  in  the  work  of  grace  in  the  heart  of  a  single  redeemed  sinner, 
Satan  would  still  have  opportunity  throughout  eternity  to 
reproach  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  with  lack  of  fore- 
sight, wisdom,  and  power.  But  blessed  be  God,  this  can  never  be ! 

"  Etenml,  free,  electing  grace 
Redemption's  boundW  sets ; 
And  those  whom  Jesos  died  to  M?e 
The  Spirit  ne'er  foiigets. 

We  are  now  brought  to  consider — 
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IV. — Is  THE  FALLING  PROM  ORAOB  THEORY  CONSISTENT  WITH 
THE  APOSTLE  PaUL*S  EXPERIENOE  AND  TEACHING  f 

Here  we  will  notice  two  views  which  are  taken  of  the 
apostle's  experience  in  connection  with  our  text.  Some  say 
that  he  was  full  of  doubts  and  fears  as  to  his  eternal  safety,  and 
believed  in  the  possibilitv  of  a  child  of  God  falling  from  grace 
and  becoming  an  eternal  castaway.  Others  say^  the  apostle 
never  had  a  doubt  or  fear  from  the  moment  of  his  regeneration 
to  his  death,  in  reference  to  his  eternal  salvation.  Well,  1  do 
not  believe  either.  I  am  confident  that  Paul  believed  and  main- 
tained the  impossibility  of  elect  souls  perishing,  and  I  am  equally 
confident  that  he  did  not  live  without  his  doubts  and  fears.  If  he 
did,  he  was  an  extraordinanr  character,  altogether  dififerent  to 
those  whose  experiences  God  has  given  a  place  in  His  blessed 
Book.  I  do  believe  that  Paul  had  his  doubts,  fears,  cares,  and 
anxieties.  Look  at  1  Cor.  ii.  8:  *^  And  I  was  with  you  in  weak- 
ness, and  in  fear,  and  in  much  trembling."  Now  turn  to  2  Cor. 
i»  8,  9:  "For  we  would  not,  brethren,  have  you  ignorant  of  our 
trouble  which  came  to  us  in  Asia,  that  we  were  pressed  out  of 
measure,  above  strength,  insomuch  that  we  despaired  even  of 
Hfe.  But  we  had  the  sentence  of  death  in  ourselves,  that  we 
should  not  trust  in  ourselves,  but  in  God  which  raiseth  the  dead." 
But  one  thing  I  wish  to  point  out  to  you  is  this:  in  the  declara- 
tion of  the  truth  of  our  text  Paul  had  not  a  doubt  or  uncertainty 
in  his  mind  respecting  his  eternal  safety,  or  that  of  the  Church. 
Look  at  the  context:  "Know  ye  not  that  they  which  run  in  a 
race  nin  all,  but  one  receiveth  the  prize?  So  run,  that  ye  may 
obtain.  And  every  man  that  striveth  for  the  mastery  is  tempe- 
rate in  all  things.  Now  they  do  it  to  obtain  a  corruptible  crown ; 
but  we  an  incorruptible.  I  therefore  so  run,  not  as  uncertainly; 
so  fight  I,  not  as  one  that  heateth  the  airP  He  was  not  fighting  a 
phantom  or  running  at  random.  Uncertainty  or  doubt  in  respect 
to  his  running  and  fighting  entered  not  into  his  reckonings. 

Let  us  look  at  the  general  course  of  the  apostle's  experience 
in  these  matters.  In  Rom.  viii.  33:  "Who  shall  lay  anything  to 
the  charge  of  God's  elect!  It  is  God  that  justifieth.  Who  is 
he  that  condemnetht  It  is  Chiist  that  died,  yea,  rather,  that  is 
risen  again,  who  is  even  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  who  also 
maketh  intercession  for  us.  Who  shall  separate  us  from  the 
love  of  Christt  Shall  tribulation,  or  distress,  or  persecution,  or 
famine,  or  nakedness,  or  peril,  or  sword?  As  it  is  written,  For 
thy  sake  we  are  killed  all  the  day  long;  we  are  accounted  as 
sheep  for  the  slaughter.  Nay,  in  all  these  things  we  are  more 
than  conquerors  through  Him  that  loved  us."  Any  uncertainty, 
doubt,  or  fear  here?  No!  "For  I  am  persuaded  that  neither 
death,  nor  life,  nor  angels,  nor  prioipalities,  nor  powers,  nor 
things  present,  nor  things  to  come,  nor  height,  nor  depth,  nor 
any  other  creature,  shall  be  able  to  separate  us  from  the  love  of 
Gk)d  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord. '    Now  turn  to  2  Cor.  iv. 
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17»  18,  aud  V.  1:  "For  our  light  affliction,  which  is  but  for  a 
moment,  worketh  for  ua  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight 
of  glory;  while  we  look  not  at  the  things  wnich  are  seen,  but  at 
the  things  which  are  not  seen :  for  the  things  which  are  seen  are 
temporal:  but  the  things  which  are  not  seen  are  eternal.  For 
we  know."  He  does  not  say,  we  fancy,  or,  it  is  our  opinion,  but 
^'We  know  that  if  our  earthly  house  of  this  tabernacle  were 
dissolved,  we  have  a  building  of  God,  an  house  not  made  with 
hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens."  Any  uncertainty,  doubt^  or 
fear  here?  Nol  Come  alonff  with  me  to  PhiL  i.  6:  •'Being 
confident  of  this  very  thing,  that  He  which  hath  begun  a  ffood 
work  in  you  will  perform,  or  finish,  it  until  the  day  of  Jesua 
Christ"  Turn  to  2  Tim.  i.  12 :  "I  know"— no  hesitancy  here. 
*^  I  know  whom  I  have  believed,  and  am  persuaded  that  He  is 
able  to  keep  that  which  I  have  committed  unto  Him  against 
that  day."  Come  to  the  last  chapter,  16th  vei-se:  '<  At  my  first 
answer  no  man  stood  with  me,  but  all  men  forsook  me.  Not- 
withstanding the  Lord  stood  with  me,  and  strengthened  me; 
that  by  me  the  preaching  might  be  fully  known,  and  that  all 
the  Gentiles  might  hear:  and  I  was  delivered  out  of  the  mouth 
of  the  lion.  And  the  Lord  shall  deliver  me  from  every  evil 
work,  and  will  preserve  me  unto  His  heavenly  kingdom:  to 
whom  be  glory  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen."  Let  us  near  what 
Peter  says,  who  was  blessedly  taught  by  the  same  Spirit. 
Writing  to  those  who  were  begotten  again  to  a  lively  hope  by 
the  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ  from  tne  dead,  he  says:  ^^  Who 
are  kept  by  the  power  of  God  through  faith  unto  salvation 
ready  to  be  revealed  in  the  last  time. '  John  is  perfectly  one 
with  Paul  and  Peter  in  this  matter.  He  says :  **  Beloved,  now 
are  we  the  sons  of  God,  and  it  doth  not  appear  what  we  shall 
be ;  but  we  know  that,  when  He  shall  appear,  we  shall  be  like 
Him,  for  we  shall  see  Him  as  He  is"  (1  John  iii.  2).  Jude  joins 
in  with  his  glorious  doxology :  '*  Now  unto  Him  that  is  able  to 
keep  you  from  falUng,  and  to  present  you  faultless  before  the 

?resence  of  His  glory  with  exceeding  joy."  Thus  we  see  that 
'auh  Peter,  John,  and  Jude  were  all  agreed  as  to  the  everlasting 
security  of  the  Church  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus.  They  had  no 
fear  as  to  any  of  the  members  of  the  mystical  body  of  Christ 
ever  falling  away  from  Him  to  perish  in  the  clutches  of  Satan. 

But  to  the  text  Paul  says :  "  But  I  keep  under  my  body." 
What  does  he^raean  by  that?  Not  the  material  body.  Some  of 
you  may  be  ready  to  say  to  me :  "  You  do  not  look  as  though 
you  kept  under  your  material  body."  Neither  am  I  going  to 
after  the  Popish  fashion.  I  don't  belong  to  that  lot.  It  is  a 
mark  of  the  grand  apostasy  *'to  abstain  from  meats  which  God 
hath  created  to  be  received  with  thanksgiving  of  them  which 
believe  and  know  the  trath"  (1  Tim.  iv.  3).  The  body  spoken 
of  here  is  the  oldjman,  the  body  of  sin,  the  body  of  death,  the 
body  of  corruption.    You  may  depend  upon  it  tf  the  old  man, 
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the  flesh,  which  the  apostle  here  styles  ^*  my  hod^^  ib  not  kept 
under  as  a  servant,  it  will  prove  a  very  tyrannical  master.  How 
did  the  apostle  keep  under  his  old  man?  He  no  doubt  alluded 
to  the  training  and  exercises  of  pugilists,  wrestlers,  and  athletes, 
who  took  parib  in  the  Grecian  games.  I  have  witnessed  such 
training,  and  observed  the  means  used  for  the  reduction  of  the 
fleshy,  fatty,  and  superfluous  parts  of  the  body,  and  the  deve- 
lopment of  muscle  and  strength.  By  praying,  crying,  sighing, 
and  communion  with  his  God  the  apostle  mortified  the  flesh  with 
its  affections  and  lusts.  He  says,  "//^A^/'  alluding  to  pugilistic 
encounters  in  which  the  contendere  made  each  other  black  and 
blue.  I  shall  now  give  what  may  not  appear  to  some  a  very 
elegant  illustration,  nevertheless  it  is  not  mine,  nor  Paurs,  but 
bjr  the  Holy  Ghost.  The  apostle  is  here  represented  as  giving 
his  old  man  a  black  eye,  so  as  to  make  him  not  presentable.  He 
knew  by  painful  experience  that  as  a  saint  his  flesh  should  be 
kept  out  of  sight  from  the  world,  that  his  hody  could  never  be 
acceptable  to  the  Church,  and  could  never  have  a  standing  in 
the  presence  of  a  God  of  infinite  purity.  Paul,  as  a  spiritual  man, 
hated  the  flesh,  fought  ^vith  the  flesh  and  loathed  its  appear- 
ance even  as  a  respectable  member  of  society  would  avoid  his 
appearance  in  public  with  a  discoloured  eye.  •'  And  bring  it  into 
suojection."  It  must  take  the  place  of  a  servant.  A  servant  t 
Yes,  a  servant  to  the  child  of  God.  Where  does  the  old  man 
serve  the  new?  When  he  experiences,  like  Paul,  the  burden  of 
the  body  of  sin  and  death.  Then  it  gives  him  an  errand  to  the 
mercynseat  with  the  cry:  "Oh  wretched  man  that  I  ami  who 
shall  deliver  me  from  ihu  body  of  death  f*^  Sin,  when  it  is  expe- 
rienced, gives  the  living  child  a  message  to  the  throne  of  grace. 
Were  it  not  for  felt  sin,  the  struggle  between  the  flesh  and  the 
Spirit,  and  the  seethings  of  indwelling  corruption,  where  should 
we  be  ?  Seeking  our  pleasures  with  the  worldling  and  the  giddy 
professor,  and  not  seeking  to  breathe  our  desires  into  the  ears  of 
that  God,  who,  when  He  hears,  comforts  and  refreshes  His 
mourning  onen. 

Why  did  Paul  keep  under  his  body,  and  bring  it  into  sub- 
jection! He  says:  "Lest  that  by  any  means,  when  I  have 
preached  to  others,  I  myself  should  be  a  castaway."  In  the  17th 
verse  he  says:  **For  though  I  preach  the  Gospel,  I  have  nothing 
to  glory  of;  for  necessity  is  laid  upon  me;  yea,  woe  is  me,  if  I 
preach  not  the  Gospel."  He  preached  God's  Gospel  for  the 
ingathering  of  God's  elect,  the  bringing  of  them  to  the  feet  of  a 
precious  Christ  to  be  washed,  clothed,  and  provided  for  during 
their  stay  down  here.  But  he  declared  something  else  besides 
the  Gospel,  though  he  always  preached  truth.  If  you  will  look 
through  this  epistle,  you  will  see  how  earnestly  he  contended  for 
discipline,  order,  and  decency.  He  taught  how  to  deal  with 
refractory  members.  There  are  many  very  strange  characters 
in  the  Church  of  Christ,  who,  with  all  their  sins  and  infiiinities, 
are  children  of  God*     Turn  with  me  to  the  5th  chapter^  3rd 
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verse:  ''For  I  verily,  as  absent  ia  body,  but  present  in  q^irit, 
have  judged  already,  as  thoufi^h  I  were  present,  oonoemiug  him 
that  hath  done  this  deed."  The  sin  of  inoest.  ''  In  the  name  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  when  ye  are  gathered  together,  and  my 
spirit,  with  the  power  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  To  deUversuch 
an  one  unto  Satan  for  the  destruction  of  the  flesh.''  There  you 
see  a  oastaway;  but  not  after  the  order  of  that  wretched  pre- 
sumer  at  Borne,  who,  with  bell,  book,  and  candle,  and  the  most 
horrible  curses,  consigns  to  eternal  torments  all  those  who  differ 
from  him.  No,  nor  after  the  manner  in  which  some  of  our  Pro- 
testant communities  deal  with  their  weak  and  fallen  brethren. 
"  To  deliver  such  an  one  unto  Satan  for  the  destruction  of  the 
fleshy  that  the  spirit  may  be  saved  in  the  day  of  Jesus  Christ." 
Marvellous  mercy  to  be  a  oastaway  to  such  an  end.  This  is  simply 
to  be  a  castaway  from  Church  fellowship  and  communion,  and 
from  open  association  with  the  members  of  the  Lord  s  body. 
Here  we  see  there  was  in  the  Church  at  Corinth  a  man  who  acted 
diametrically  opposite  to  the  revealed  will  and  word  of  God. 
He  was  dealt  with  according  to  the  directions  of  the  Lord  given 
in  Matt,  xviii.  15 — 17:  **  Moreover  if  thy  brother  shall  trespass 
aeainst  thee,  go  and  tell  him  his  fault  between  thee  and  him 
alone;  if  he  shall  hear  thee,  thou  hast  gained  thy  brother.  But 
if  he  will  not  hear  thee,  then  take  with  thee  one  or  two  more, 
that  in  the  mouth  of  two  or  three  witnesses  every  word  may  be 
established.  And  if  he  shall  neglect  ,to  hear  thee,  tell  it  unto 
the  Church;  but  if  he  neglect  to  hear  the  Church,  let  him  be 
unto  thee  as  an  heathen  man  and  a  publican/*  Such  an  one 
would  be  a  eaUawayy  cast  out,  excommunicated,  disapproved  of 
men,  while  at  the  same  time  God  looks  upon  him  as  an  eternally 
loved  one,  an  elect  one,  a  redeemed  one,  *'  perfect  in  Christ  Jesus, 
accepted  in  the  Beloved,  complete  in  Hun.  * 

Afar  off,  such  outcasts,  or  castaways  shall  hear  the  sound  of 
the  Gospel  trumpet  proclaiming  restoration  to  the  outcast,  and 
be  brought  to  the  footstool  of  sovereien  mercy  to  bless  and 
praise  the  riches  of  forbearing  grace  and  restoring  favour.  In 
2  Cor.  ii.  6 — 8,  we  read  of  the  restoration  of  the  Corinthian  cast- 
away. **  Sufficient  to  such  a  man  is  this  punishment,  which  was 
inflicted  of  many.  So  that  conti'ariwise  ye  ought  rather  to 
forgive  him,  and  comfort  him,  lest  perhaps  such  a  one  should  be 
swallowed  up  with  overmuch  sorrow.  Wherefore,  I  beseech 
you  that  ye  would  confirm  your  love  toward  him."  Talk  about 
being  cast  away  from  JEHOVAH'S  love!  Never.  Here  we 
have  a  castaway  from  the  Church's  embrace,  but  not  from  the 
embrace  of  his  God.  The  apostle  is  here  speaking  of  the 
service  and  sins  of  the  servant,  and  not  of  the  standing  of  the 
son.  He  is  dwelling  upon  the  walk  of  the  disciple  before  the 
Church,  and  not  of  the  acceptance  of  the  child  with  the  Father, 
or  his  rest  in  the  embrace  of  a  loving  Redeemer. 

May  God  add  His  blessing,  and  give  to  us  light  for  our 
undei-standings,  comfort  for  our  hearts,  and  establisbmeat  in  the 
faith,  for  His  own  name's  sake.    Amen.     -^  -  — ^ ^— 
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Pbeaohsd  in  The  Horns  Assembly  Room,  on  Sunday  Mobninq, 
Septeubbb  1st,  1878,  bt 

THOMAS   BRADBURY. 


<*  Now  is  My  soul  troubled  :  and  what  shall  I  say  7  Father,  sare  Me  from  this 
hour :  but  for  this  cause  came  I  unto  this  hour.*' — John  xii.  27. 

THE  circumstances  surrotlnding  the  words  I  have  read  for  our 
consideration  are  full  of  spiritual  instruction,  and  when 
opened  up  by  the  teaching  of  God  the  ever-blessed  Spirit  to  our 
enlightened  understandings  yield  much  that  is  blessedly  interest- 
ing. Encouraging  and  establishing  to  those  who  have  been 
brought  by  omnipotent  and  sovereign  grace,  to  see  in  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  everything  that  blesses  and  refreshes  them ;  and 
out  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  everything  that  makes  for  their 
misery,  sorrow,  and  soul-distress.  At  the  time  these  woi-ds  were 
spoken,  our  blessed  Lord  was  nearing  the  close  of  His  earthly 
pilgrimage,  and  approaching  that  dread  spot  for  which  He  had 
anxiously  and  ardently  waited  with  desires  and  longings,  which 
none  of  us  can  truly  understand  or  sufficiently  appreciate.  As 
we  are  taught  to  apprehend  the  seeming  cross  purposes  with 
which  the  Man  of  sorrows  had  to  contend,  our  mmds  are  filled 
with  reverence  and  godly  fear,  and  we  wonder  that  poor,  weak, 
short-sighted  mortals  Uke  ourselves  can  have  any  understanding 
in  the  mysteries  of  Divine  grace,  and  in  those  openings  of 
Divine  love  as  revealed  in  the  afflictions  of  the  God-Man,  styled 
in  one  of  the  ancient  liturgies,  **  Thine  unknown  sufferings." 

It  is  a  mercy  to  be  privileged  to  meditate  upon  these  things 
while  the  religious  world  is  endeavouring  to  paint,  picture,  and 
represent  to  the  natural  mind  that  which  can  never  be  repre- 
sented. Some  are  fond  of  displaying  the  form  of  a  cross  and 
styling  it  the  emblem  of  redemption.  Ah,  my  dear  friends,  it  is 
the  emblem  of  the  curse — a  sign  of  reprobation,  and  not  of 
Qod's  election.  Others  bring  before  our  natural  eyes  a  crucifix 
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repi'eaenting  a  human  being  in  all  the  agonies  and  pangs  of 
dissolution ;  but  this  can  only  affect  the  natural  senses  and  work 
upon  the  natural  emotions.  We  may  come  a  little  closer  home 
and  question  ourselves  in  this  matter.  We  may  contemplate 
the  physical  and  mental  sufferings  of  our  blessed  Lord  as  the^ 
are  described  with  unerring  accuracy  in  the  words  of  this 
blessed  Book ;  we  may  see  Him  hated  and  persecuted  by  the 
world  and  rejected  by  His  own;  we  may  see  Him  scourged, 
nailed,  and  pierced ;  but  all  these  sink  into  nothingness  before 
the  revelation  of  those  unparalleled  sufferings  which  He  experi- 
enoed  during  His  bloody  sweat  in  Gethsemane  and  His  dreary 
desertion  upon  Calvary,  which  found  vent  in  those  doleful  words, 
"  My  God,  My  God,  why  hast  Thou  forsaken  Me  I "  It  is  well 
for  our  minds  to  be  exercised  in  the  physical  and  mental  suffer- 
ings of  our  blessed  Lord  and  Master;  but  we  must  ever 
remember,  that  without  an  experimental  and  spmtual  oneness 
with  Him  therein  and  the  fellowship  of  His  sufferings,  all  our 
knowledge  will  be  but  superficial  and  destitute  of  that  soul 
prosperity  which  we  hold  as  precious  as  life  itself. 

It  is  our  lot  this  morning,  in  humble  dependence  upon  the 
guidance  and  grace  of  the  eternal  Spirit,  to  look  at  this  precious 
portion,  and  may  He  so  teach  us  to  profit  in  our  own  heart's 
experience  and  for  those  with  whom  we  may  be  brought  in 
spiritual  association.    Man^  portions  of  the  written  Word  reveal 
to  us  the  sufferings  of  Chnst  and  the  f^lovj  that  should  follow, 
especially  in  those  pVopbetic  Psalms  left  on  record  by  David  and 
otners  tmrough  the  inspiration  of  the  Spirit  of  Christ  who  was  in 
them.    Those  precious  Psalms,  such  as  the  xviii.,  and  xxii.,  and 
Ixix.,   breathe  out  the  souVs  sorrow  and  spiritual  sufferings 
experienced  by  the  ''  Man  of   sorrows  and  acquainted  with 
gnef,"  during  His  soioum  hereupon  earth.    In  lookinjg  at  these 
with  a  spiritually  enlightened  understanding,  we  rejoice  in  the 
blessed  tact  that  every  revelation  of  God's  Christ  given  to  us  in 
the  Scriptures  of  trutn  is,  the  Head  in  union  with  the  members^ 
Itnd  the  members  in  union  with  the  Head.    One  has  very  well 
said,  and  I  think  it  could  not  have  been  said  better,  ^'  I  know  of 
no  Christ  apart  from  the  Church,  and  I  know  of  no  Church 
apart  from  Christ."     Speak  of  the  one  without  the  other  and 
you  speak  of  that  which  has  no  existence  in  the  mind  and 
will  ot  the  Father,  in  the  pages  of  the  written  Word,  or  in 
the  spiritual  understanding^  of  those  whom  He  has  brought  into 
living  union  with  HimselE    What  is  God*s  Christ!    It  is  His 
Anointed.    The  anointed  Head  in  union  eternal  and  indissoluble 
vrith  all  those  whom  the  Father  gave  to  Him  before  the  worlds 
were  framed.    Look  at  the  declaration  of  this  spiritual  union 
which  the  Saviour  made  in  the  ears  of  His  Father  as  recorded 
throughout  John  xvii.    Does  He  speak  of  Himself  1     It  is  in 
union  with  His  people.    Does  He  speak  of  His  work?     It  is  on 
their  behalf.    Does  He  epoak  of  the  words  given  to  Himt  They 
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are  words  of  life,  comfort,  and  consolation  for  them.    Does  He 
speak  of  His  suffering  ?    They  are  the  suffering  He  endured 
for  them.    And  mark  you,  we  as  members  of  His  body,  His 
flesh,  and  His  bones,  are  brought  to  know  our  painful  and 
pleasurable  interest  therein ;  "  For  as  the  sufferings  of  Christ 
abound  in  .us,  so  our  consolation  also  aboundeth  by  Christ "  (2 
Cor.  i.  5).    What  are  the  sufferings  of  Christ  to  me  if  I  am  not 
conscious  of  a  spiritual  apprehension  of  these  sufferings  for  me 
and  in  me?    What  will  it  avail  me  of  Christ  suffering  for  me  on 
Calvary  if  I  have  no  experimental  realisation  of  my  oneness  with 
Him  in  His  sufferings  ?    Tell  me,  ye  who  may  be  martyrs  to  that 
painful  effect  of  sin,  the  headache,  is  your  whole  body  in  a  comfort- 
able state  while  enduring  such  a  malady  t  You  can  testify  fall  well 
that  when  your  head  is  splitting  with  ite  nervous  aches,  the  whole 
body  is  out  of  sorts.  Let  me  ask  you  who  are  blessed  witn  the  grace 
which  God  has  given  you  and  the  honesty  of  purpose  which  He  has 
bestowed  upon  you,  to  look  Him  in  the  face,  and  say,  what  are  jour 
wishes  under  such  painful  experiences  as  these.  Do  you  not  wish  to 
be  gone,  according  to  the  longings  expressed  in  the  words  of  the 
Psalmist :  **  Oh,  that  I  had  wings  like  a  dove :  for  then  would  I 
fly  away,  and  be  at  rest"  (Psalm  Iv.  6).     Is  there  not  the 
anxious  feeling  which  vou  fear  to  express  to  any  mortal,  that 
you  would  rather  die  than  live  I    Ah,  you  long  to  be  divested 
of  the  burden  of  the  flesh  and  enter  with  joy  into  His  unveiled 
presence,  into  that  blessed  land  where  there  is  '^  neither  sorrow 
nor  crying,  neither  shall  there  be  any  more  pain :  for  the  former 
things  are  passed  away,"  where  cares,  despondencies,  sighs,  and 
groans  are  for  ever  hushed  in  that  sweet  repose  experienced  by 
the  redeemed  and  glorified  ones  in  the  presence  of  God  and  the 
Lamb.    Well,  it  is  a  mercy,  through  the  teaching  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  and  the  guidance  of  a  FaUier's  hand  amid  the  varied 
phases  of  an  all-wise  but  perplexing  providence,  to  enjoy,  if  it 
oe  only  for  a  moment,  the  sweet  companionship  of  the  Brother 
bom  for  adversity.     His  sweet  love  visits  and  gracious  commu- 
nicatioiis  are  few  and  far  between  to  many  of  the  tried  and 
tempted  children  of  God ;  but  they  are  worth  waiting  for,  and 
when  they  are  enjoyed,  the  child  of  God  can  thank  £m  for  all 
the  bitters  He  has  mingled  with   his  sweets,  for  the  cloud 
which  has  carried  His  message  of  love,  and  for  the  crook  He  has 
appointed  in  the  lot.    It  has  been  my  delight  for  a  lon^  time 
to  rummage  through  my  Bible  and  search  with  intensity  of 
spirit  for  that  which  ofttimes  I  find  not ;  for  J  can  only  find 
what  He  intends  for  me,  as  He  is  graciously  pleased  to  put  it  in 
my  way.    I  seek  for  the  presence  of  the  consolation  of  Israel ; 
but  I  cannot  find  at  will  either  comfort,  consolation,  revelation, 
or  manifestation.    Some  of  you,  perhaps,  may  be  clever  enough 
for  all  this ;  but,  depend  upon  it,  I  do  not  sit  on  the  same  form 
with  you  in  school.    My  prayer  is  to  be  led  and  guided  in  His 
own  way — the  old-faehioned  way  in  which  weary  pilgrims  and 
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outcast  strangers  are  led  to  their  rest  up  yonder.  Tee,  I  love  to 
be  found  in  that  path  described  in  Psalm  cvii.  7,  as  **  the  right 
way,"  although  it  may  be  very  rugged  and  roughs  and  frequently 
''a  solitary  way/'  long  distances  of  which  must  be  trodden 
without  the  company  of  a  single  pilgrim.  Yet,  mark  you,  it  is 
the  right  way,  and  the  spot  He  has  designed  for  me  upon  earth 
is  right,  according  to  that  glorious  declaration  in  Hosea  xiv.  9  : 
"  The  ways  of  the  LORD  are  right  and  the  just  shall  walk 
therein."  0  my  poor,  lonely,  tried,  and  tempted  pilgrim  brother 
or  sister,  the  morning  may  be  breaking  upon  tnee  with  many 
clouds — clouds  of  doubt,  of  fear,  of  care  and  anxiety  as  to  thy 
place  or  position  in  the  wilderness ;  yet,  as  assuredly  as  He  has 

S'ven  thee  a  little  faith  in  Himself,  a  little  hope  in  His  mercy,  a 
tie  trust  in  His  goodness,  and  a  little  confidence  in  His 
covenant.  His  bow  shall  be  seen  in  the  cloud,  the  silver  lining 
shall  appear,  and  the  glory  of  His  grace  and  salvation  shall  rise 
upon  thee. 

But  here  we  have  to  do  with  a  sufiering  Christ  and  a  suffer- 
ing people — ^a  suffering  Head  with  His  suffering  members. 
From  Bethlehem's  manger  to  Calvary's  cross  our  great  and 
glorious  Head  was  a  suffering  Stranger. 

"  A  Pilgrim  throngli  this  lonely  world, 
The  blessed  Jesus  pasa'd ; 
A  Mouroer  all  His  lUe  was  He, 
A  djing  Lamb  at  last." 

Sufferings  were  His  from  His  mother's  womb  to  the  very  last 
sigh  that  escaped  His  sorrowing  spirit.  In  looking  through  the 
pages  of  God's  most  Holy  Word,  it  is  encouraging  to  find  that 
all  those  in  experimental  oneness  with  Him  were  brought 
through  the  very  same  spots  of  anxiety,  care,  and  perplexity, 
and  were  the  subjects  of  much  soul-trouble  with  darsness  and 
gloom,  like  as  we  are.  The  truly-taught  child  of  God  would 
not  be  without  them  if  he  could,  for  when  His  rich,  magnani- 
mous, and  sovereign  grace  is  enjoyed,  the  child  will  thank  Him 
for  troubles,  temptations,  and  tribulations,  knowing  that  these 
have  been  only  so  many  calls  upon  His  ^'atherly  notice  and 
His  care.  Let  us  now  look  at  a  few  portions  of  His  blessed 
Word  in  connection  with  this  precious  subject.  In  1  Cor.  xii. 
26,  27 :  *'And  whether  one  member  suffer,  all  the  members  suffer 
with  it ;  or  one  member  be  honoured,  all  the  members  rejoice 
with  it.  Now  ye  are  the  body  of  Christ,  and  members  in 
particular."  Suph  is  the  perfect  union  existing  between  the 
varied  members  of  the  one  body  that  what  one  member  suffers 
affects  the  whole,  and  draws  forth  the  loving  sympathy  of  the 
Head  in  glory  to  the  suffering  one.  Look  again  at  Acts  xiv. 
22  :  **  Confirming  the  souls  of  the  disciples,  and  exhorting  them 
to  continue  in  the  faith,  and  that  we  must  through  much  tribu- 
lation enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God."  This  is  God's  testimony 
in  connection  with  confirmation.     Confirmation  t     Tes.    This  is 

^.yitizedbyVjOOQi 


SOUL  TROUBLE.  611 

our  confirmation  when  the  Shepherd  and  Bishop  of  souls  lays 
His  hand  upon  the  little  ones  of  His  scattered  flock  who  are 
gathered  together  in  His  name.  This  is  the  confirmation  of 
souls  which  those  sorely  need  who  are  battered  and  shattered 
by  Satan,  and  who,  from  the  temptations  and  tribulations  of  the 
wilderness,  from  the  experience  of  their  own  heart's  depravity 
and  the  incorrigibiKty  of  their  nature,  are  ofttimes  wavering  in 
their  judgment,  and  wandering  in  their  dispositions.  These 
will  run  hither  and  thither  seeking  for  guidance  and  grace 
according  to  Amos  viii.  11,  12 :  "  Behold,  the  days  come,  saith 
the  Lord  GOD,  that  I  send  a  famine  in  the  land,  not  a  famine 
of  bread,  nor  a  thirst  for  water,  but  of  hearing  the  words  of 
the  LORD :  and  they  shall  wander  from  sea  to  sea,  and  from 
the  North  even  to  tne  East,  they  shall  run  to  and  fro  to  seek 
the  Word  of  the  LORD,  and  shall  not  find  it"  Some  of  you 
may  say  such  a  famine  does  not  exist  in  these  days,  but  let  me 
tell  you,  if  you  are  rightly  taught,  you  will  know  what  it  is  to 
experience  a  famine  in  your  own  souls,  though  you  may  be 
privileged  to  sit  under  the  preached  Word  statedly.  It  is  one 
thin^  to  hear  with  the  outward  ear,  another  thing  altogether  to 
receive  the  engrafted  Word.  Now,  those  who  waver  and 
wander,  who  are  shaken  like  so  many  broken  reeds,  but,  blessed 
be  God,  not  bruised  reeds  to  be  destroyed,  but  to  be  supported, 
strengthened,  and  gonfirmed  in  the  gracious  testimony  of 
JEHOVAH  concerning  them,  and  glory  in  the  fact  that  through 
much  tribulation  they  must  enter  the  kingdom.  Then  listen  to 
the  sound  of  heaven  s  own  music  as  it  is  wafted  to  us  across  the 
border  lands  of  eternity.  Turn  to  Rev.  vii.  13,  14  :  **And  one 
of  the  elders  answered,  saying  unto  me,  What  are  these  which 
are  arrayed  in  white  robes?  and  whence  come  they?  And  I 
said  unto  him,  Sir,  thou  knowest.  And  he  said  to  me.  These  are 
they  which  come  out  of  great  tribulation^  and  have  washed  their 
robes  and  made  them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.  There- 
fore are  they  before  the  throne  of  God,  and  serve  Him  day  and 
night  in  His  temple :  and  He  that  sitteth  on  the  throne  shall 
dwell  among  them.  They  shall  hunger  no  more,  neither  thirst 
any  more ;  neither  shall  the  sun  light  on  them,  nor  any  heat." 
Mark  you,  when  this  exercised  heart  is  crushed  and  broken  with 
a  sense  of  my  sinfulness  and  corruption,  and  bubbling  up  of  the 
realisation  of  the  tender  mercy  and  patient  grace  of  my  God  to 
me,  I  long  to  be  gone,  to  bow  before  His  throne,  divested  of  the 
burden  of  the  flesh,  and  all  sin,  all  lust,  all  corruption,  and  all 
blasphemous  thoughts  gone  for  ever.  But  surely,  say  some  of 
you  in  astonishment,  you  are  not  such  a  character  as  that  I  Ah  I 
my  dear  friends,  I  am  not  going  to  tell  you  all  about  what  sort 
of  a  creature  I  am,  having  something  better  to  talk  about.  I 
have  just  given  you  a  hmt  that  you  may  know  where  and 
what  1  am  m  respect  to  the  beaten  track  of  tribulation,  and  the 
temptations  and  trials  peculiar  to  the  suffering  members  of  the 
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one  body  in  blessed  and  hallowed  communion  with  their  once- 
suffering  Head. 

Now  turn  with  me  to  2  Cor.  i.  5  :  *^  For  as  the  suffering  of 
Christ  abound  in  us,  so  our  consolation  also  aboundeth  by 
Christ."  Mark  you  I  It  is  not  as  my  sufferings  for  Christ  abound 
in  me.     It  is  not  that.    The  Arminian  would  have  it  so,  and  the 

Soor  deluded  Papist  would  say  the  same.  Yes,  he  lacerates  his 
esh,  reduces  his  natural  body  by  fasting,  and  calls  that  suffering 
for  Christ,  which  is  pure  deluwon.  But  the  Holy  Ghost  by  Paid 
leads  us  into  a  marvellous  secret  here.  He  speaks  not  of 
sufferings  for  Christ,  but  of  the  sufferings  of  Christ  abounding 
in  us  realised  in  blessed  and  hallowed  sympathy  with  Him  and 
He  with  us.  You  see  the  same  in  that,  to  many,  mysterious 
portion,  very  frequently  misquoted  and  perverted— CoL  L  24: 
"  Who  now  rejoice  in  my  sufferings  for  you."  Paul,  as  a  God- 
made  and  God-sent  minister  knew  that  all  the  sufferings  he 
endured  were  for  the  benefit,  encouragement,  comfort^  and 
consolation  of  the  members  of  the  one  body  to  whom  he 
ministered.  It  is  mine  to  know,  that  as  a  pastor  of  a  people 
whom  God  has  separated  to  Himself,  as  a  minister  of  the  New 
Testament,  whom  He  has  taught  and  sent  with  His  message  to 
His  people,  if  I  am  to  be  of  any  real  service  to  them,  the  devil 
will  assault  me,  the  world  wiU  annoy  me,  and  my  wretched 
nature  will  aggravate  me.  If  it  is  not  so,  I  shall  be  of  very 
little  use  to  the  poor  and  afflicted  in  Zion.  If  I  do  not  know 
the  spirit  of  what  my  blessed  Lord  and  Master  spake  to  His 
disciples,  '^  Because  ve  are  not  of  the  world,  but  I  have  chosen 
you  out  of  the  world,  therefore  the  world  hateth  you  "  (John 
XV.  19),  I  shall  not  minister  to  the  necessities  of  those  whom  He 
has  separated  from  the  world.  The  flesh  must  be  a  burden  to 
me  if  I  am  to  be  a  blessing  to  those  who  are 

'*  Sick  of  self  and  fond  of  Him.** 

Here  I  am  about  to  use  a  Scriptural  expression  which  may 
shock  the  very  nice  and  precise  among  you.  In  Rev.  iii.  16 
God  speaks  of  spewing  out  of  His  mouth  certain  persons  who 
were  neither  cold  nor  hot.  Do  you  know  what  it  is  to  spew 
yourself  out  of  your  own  mouth  f  according  to  that  (in  Ezek. 
xxxvi.  31)  which  I  have  frequently  quoted  to  you  of  late : 
'*  Then  shall  ye  loathe  yourselves  in  your  own  sight  for  your 
iniquities  and  for  your  abominations."  I  do  not  talk  like  this 
for  talkins's  sake,  or  that  I  may  appear  to  be  something  before 
you,  but  because  it  is  the  very  experience  of  my  heart  in  the 

Eresence  of  Him  with  whom  we  have  to  do,  and  because  I 
now  it  is  the  experience  of  those  whom  He  has  taught  to 
judge  themselves  in  the  light  of  His  glorious  perfections,  who 
mourn  over  the  deceitfulness  and  plague  of  their  own  hearts, 
and  who  feol  week  by  week,  and  day  by  day,  that  in  them — 
tiiat  is,  in  their  flesh — dwelleth  no  gooa  thmg.    See  I    ^^  Who 
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now  rejoice  in  my  sufferings  for  youJ*^  I  do  not  know  of  anything 
flo  heart-melting,  yet  so  spirit-encouragine,  as  when  I  have  been 
battered  and  shattered  by  the  devil  and  driven  to  my  wits'  end, 
I  have  been  brought,  in  the  providence  of  God,  face  to  face 
with  one,  the  features  of  whose  spiritual  countenance  have 
agreed  with  mine,  and  there  before  the  throne,  at  the  feet  of  a 
suffering  Saviour,  to  bow  with  him,  not  like  the  hypocrite  with 
pretentious  genuflexions,  but  as  Israelites  indeed,  who  bow  in 
spirit  and  true  adoration  in  the  presence  of  the  King,  who 
blesses  all>  such  with  His  sweet  sympathy  and  gracious 
encouragement.  **  Who  now  rejoice  in  my  sufferings  for  you, 
and  fill  up  that  which  is  behind  of  the  afflictions  of  Christ  in 
my  flesh  for  His  body's  sake,  which  is  the  Church/'  Papists 
and  Ritualists  would  pause  at  the  end  of  the  word  "  Christ " — 
thus,  '<  and  fill  up  that  which  is  behind  of  the  afflictions  of 
Christ."  Oh  1  say  they,  this  is  proof  positive  that  something  is 
required  from  us  to  make  the  sufferings  of  Christ  efficacious ; 
the  faithful  must  go  through  a  course  of  reUgious  discipline 
here,  or  through  purgatorial  cleansings  hereafter.  This  is  a 
villainous  perversion  of  Pauls  words.  Look  at  them  I  He 
speaks  of  '' the  afflictions  of  Christ  in  my  fleshy'^  not  on  the 
cross.  These  afflictions  are  so  many  blessed  evidences  of  my 
union  to  Him,  who,  by  His  sufferings.  His  agony.  His  bloody 
sweat  and  cruel  death,  eternally  redeemed  from  hell,  from  the 
curse  of  the  law,  from  sin,  from  self,  from  the  world,  and  from 
deceit  and  violence,  all  the  election  of  grace  in  union  with  Him. 
"For  SR,s  body's  sake,  which  is  the  CkurcL"  It  is  a  glorious  and 
spiritual  advantage  to  the  child  of  God  when  He  knows  that 
every  }>ain,  perplexity,  or  anxiety  he  experiences,  is  a  member 
of  Christ's  Dody,  flesh,  and  bones,  and  for  the  comfort  and 
consolation  of  those  with  whom  he  is  brought  into  commupiou 
and  fellowship. 

Now,  it  is  ours  to  look  at  these  precious  words  ep^^ken  b^ 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  to  His  Father,  and  in  the  hearmg  of  Bip 
disciples:  '^Now  is  My  soul  troubled;  and  what  shall  I  i^yt 
Father,  save  Me  from  this  hour :  but  for  this  cause  came  I  unto 
this  hour."  I  have  told  vou  that  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  suffered 
physically,  mentally,  and  spiritually.  In  His  body,  in  His  soul, 
and  in  His  spirit.  His  body  was  lushed  and  lacerated.  His 
soul  was  surcharged  with  sorrow.  His  spirit  was  overwhelmed 
within  Him.  The  load  of  His  people's  sins,  the  burden  of  their 
griefs  and  sorrows,  with  the  hidings  of  His  Father's  face,  were 
terrible  realities  to  Him.  Bead  at  vour  leisure  Psalms  xxii.  and 
Ixix.,  in  which  you  see  described  the  breathing  out  of  His 
sorrowing  soul  into  the  ears  of  His  Father.  In  this  we  hear  the 
language  of  the  Head  for  the  members,  ay,  and  the  language 
of  tne  members  in  experimental  oneness  with  the  Head.  In  the 
latter  Psalm  He  cries,  *'  I  sink  in  deep  mire,  where  there  is  no 
standing.^^    This  is  the  Man  of  sorrows  and  acquainted  with 
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grief  of  whom  Isaiah  said :  "  He  was  taken  from  prison  and 
from  judgment,"  or,  as  it  reads  in  the  margin :  ^'He  was  taken 
away  by  distress  and  jud^ient ''  (leaiah  Kii.  8).  Can  this  be  tine? 
Indeed  and  in  truth  it  is.  Why  was  He  in  distress!  Why  was 
His  soul  troubled  ?  Because  He  sank  in  spirit  in  the  midst  of 
all  the  mire  of  corruption,  depmvity,  filth,  iniquity,  which  His 
people  inherited  from  their  first  parents*  transei-ession  in  Eden. 
Yes,  and  He  sank  in  the  midst  of  all  the  sickness,  infirmities, 
ailments,  headaches,  heartaches,  griefs,  and  anxieties  which  His 
poor  people  suffer  here  below.  Just  think  of  this  1  The  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  coming  into  contact  with  sin,  not  one  sin,  but  the 
accumulation  of  all  the  sins  of  all  those  whom  He  represented 
in  covenant  before  the  worlds  were  framed.  It  is  my  mercy  to 
see  that  He  who  is  my  Lord  and  Master,  He  who  is  my  Saviour 
and  sympathising  Friend,  came  down  to  the  depths  of  my 
sorrows,  and  in  the  school  of  human  suffering  learned  how  to 
come  feelingly  to  the  very  spots  of  my  soul  trouble.  Did  you 
notice  the  identity  existing  oetween  the  first  sentence  of  the 
text  and  the  opening  of  His  consolations  to  His  disciples  in 
John  xiv.  1,  when  Judas  the  devil  had  gone  out?  "Let  not 
your  heart  be  troubled."  This  is  a  gracious  covenant  command 
from  that  blessed  One  who  obeyed  every  one  of  His  Father^s 
commands  for  you  and  for  me.  Is  your  heart  troubled?  From 
whence  does  your  trouble  spring?  You  may  point  to  the 
world  with  its  changes,  to  your  trying  circumstances,  to 
your  wretched  surroundings,  to  your  painful  bereavements, 
to  your  losses  in  trade,  and  to  the  diflScultv  vou  have  to 
be  honest  and  make  ends  meet  and  tie.  Well,  these  are 
hard  things  for  a  child  of  God  to  grapple  with,  but  they 
are  not  the  cause  of  spiritual  heart  trouble.  What  is  T  Sin, 
that  accursed  hell-dog  I — crushing  me  down  to  the  dust,  and 
experiencing  no  sense  of  a  dear  Redeemer's  pardoning  love ; 
but  He  who  was  troubled  with  the  weight  of  His  people's  sins 
and  infirmities,  sends  forth  His  covenant  command :  "  Let  not 
your  heart  be  troubled,"  and  peace,  quietness,  and  assurance 

fossess  the  heart  of  the  troublea  one.  Sin  is  my  daily  trouble ; 
hate  and  loathe  it.  The  experience  of  it  gives  me  errand 
after  errand  to  the  footstool  of  sovereign  mercy,  and  causes 
manv  a  heart- melting  before  Him,  and  true  spiritual  compassion 
for  tnose  who  are  of  the  same  passions  with  me,  subject  to  the 
same  infirmities,  liable  to  the  same  weaknesses,  troubled  with 
the  same  distresses,  and  harassed  with  the  same  temptations. 

^'Ncfjo  is  My  soul  troubled**  One  prolific  source  of  the  Saviour  s 
soul  trouble  was  Satan's  temptations.  See  1  "  The  prince  of 
this  world  cometh"  (John  xiv.  30).  When  did  he  comet 
Throughout  the  life  of  the  Man  of  sorrows.    He  came  in  the 

Serson  of  the  bloodthirsty  Herod,  but  was  disappointed  and 
efeated.    He  came  again  in  the  person  of  Judas  with  seembg 
success,  but  was  destroyed  in  all  his  designs  against  the  Christ 
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of  God.  Yes,  he  seemed  to  succeed  when  Jesus  died,  for  in 
that  death  was  buried  all  the  hopes  of  those  who  were  one  with 
Him  then.  *<We  trusted  thai  it  had  been  He  which  should 
have  redeemed  Israel"  (Luke  xxiv.  21).  It  is  when  all  hope  is 
gone,  when  all  strength  is  gone,  when  the  death  of  every 
earthly  thing  we  hold  good  takesplace,  that  God  reveals  Him- 
self in  His  true  character,  as  the  God  of  resurrection.  Ofttimes 
we  tarry  and  linger  on  the  judgment  side  of  the  cross  of  Christ, 
but  when  He  appears,  we  are  graciously  led  to  the  resurrection 
side,  where  He  ever  lives,  and  Ufe  and  immortality  are  brought 
to  lieht  by  His  Gospel.  We  shall  never  be  able  to  get  to  the 
depth  of  the  meaning  of  that  word,  troubled.  There  is  a  fulness 
in  it  which  we  cannot  see  in  the  mere  word.  It  has  reference 
to  a  ship  in  distress  where  many  seas  meet  and  contrary  winds 
are  raging.  The  ship  moves,  but  is  only  to  be  driven  back 
with  win&  and  waves  of  redoubled  violence;  according  to  Psa. 
cvii.  26,  27:  "They  mount  up  to  the  heavens,  they  go  down 
again  to  the  dep&s:  their  soul  is  melted  because  ot  trouble. 
Tny  reel  to  and  fro,  and  stagger  like  a  drunken  man,  and  are 
at  their  wit*s  end."  (Margin :  all  the  wisdom  is  swallowed  up.) 
It  may  have  reference  to  a  novice  wholly  at  the  mercy  of  a  trained 
and  scientific  pugilist,  and  knocked  hither  and  thither  until  his 
thoughts  are  reduced  to  sheer  consternation.  Where  is  he? 
He  knows  not.  So  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  at  this  dread  moment 
felt  the  Father,  the  world,  and  all  hell  moving  against  Him. 
His  Father'sjustioe  was  moved  against  Him  because  of  the  sins 
He  bore.  The  world  because  of  its  hatred  to  Him.  Satan 
because  of  his  envy  and  malignity  against  Him.  All  these 
pitted  against  the  Lord  of  life  and  glory.  Seel  He  who  is 
thy  Surety  and  mine,  thy  Saviour  and  mine,  came  into  the  very 
spot  where  we  deserve  to  be  eternally,  oppressed  by  the  devil; 
where  we  deserve  to  be  unceasingly,  hated  by  the  world.  If 
He  had  not  loved  us,  where  should  we  have  been  1  But  He 
does  love  us,  and  for  us  He  was  troubled  at  the  very  thought  of 
contact  with  our  enemies,  sin  and  Satan;  troubled  with  the 
prospect  of  the  hidings  of  the  Father's  face. 

^^And  what  shall  1  sayV^  There  is  something  marvellous  in 
this  declaration.  No  wonder  that  a  poor  stammering  wretch 
like  me  should  be  sometimes  in  soul  agony  and  bitter  exercise 
before  my  God  with  the  felt  inability  to  order  my  cause  before 
Him,  or  to  find  words  to  express  the  sorrows  of  my  soul.  Nay, 
when  I  stand  in  His  name  before  my  fellow-sinners,  to  whom  I 
would  speak  words  of  comfort  and  consolation,  the  Lord  some- 
times puts  a  stone  upon  the  well's  mouth,  and  if  He  takes  the 
stone  away,  the  well  is  deep  and  I  have  nothing  to  draw  with,  I 
may  well  cry  out,  in  the  words  of  my  suffering  Master^  "  What 
shaU  I  feay!"  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ — ^in  whom  were  hidden  all 
the  treasures  of  wisdom  and  knowledge,  who  could  say  to  His 
Father,  "I  have  given  unto  them  the  words  which  Thou  gavest 
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Me" — who  knew  all  men,  all  that  was  in  them,  all  their  oonoerns, 
oircnmstances,  sorrows,  and  perplexities — when  He  came  into 
contact  with  judgment  and  condemnation  on  the  behalf  of  His 
people  He  was  troubled  as  to  what  He  should  say.  Look  at 
that  description  given  of  Hira  in  Mark  xiv.  33:  "And  He  taketh 
with  Him  Peter,  and  Jami^  and  John,  and  He  began  to  be  sore 
amazed,  and  to  be  very  heavy."  My  dear  friends,  we  shall  only 
be  able  fully  to  understand  this  when  in  the  heights  of  glory  wo 
gaze  on — 

*'  Tbo6e  dear  tokens  of  Hit  pasaion 

Which  His  dazzling  bodj  bears, 
Cause  of  endless  exmtation 

To  His  ransomed  worshippers : 
With  what  rapture 

Gaze  thej  on  those  glorious  scars.** 

It  will  only  be  when,  without  a  cloud  between,  we  shall  gaze 
upon  the  slain  Lamb  in  the  midst  of  throne,  that  we  shall  have 
opened  up  to  our  ravished  ears,  and  revealed  to  our  adoring 
hearts,  sufferings  unknown  to  us  before,  sufferings  from  God 
and  from  devils,  from  friends  and  from  foes,  and  all  for  us. 

''And  what  shall  I  say^  "  Why  should  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
be  brought  to  such  a  spot  as  thist"  That  He  might  be  a 
Saviour  just  suited  to  you  and  to  me.  That  He  might  be  able 
to  sympathise  with  us  when  we  are  led  into  like  spote:  ^For  in 
that  He  Himself  hath  suffered  being  tempted,  He  is  able  to 
succour  them  that  are  tempted"  (Heb.  ii  18).  This  is  a  marvel- 
lous mystery.  I  wish  I  could  understand  it  more  fully.  I  sigh 
for  a  deeper  knowledge  and  more  precious  insight  into  it;  but 
I  must  wait  the  time  of  the  Father's  revealings.  Here  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  comes  down  to  the  spot  felt  by  some  of  us  this 
momine.  We  know  not  how  to  order  our  cause  before  Him; 
but  we  know  what  it  is  to  sigh  and  cry,  to  breathe  and  groan, 
and,  blessed  be  His  holy  name,  He  has  promised  not  to  pass  by 
these.  Turn  to  Isa.  xxxviiL  14,  15,  where  you  will  find  Heze- 
kiah  in  the  very  same  spot  using  the  very  same  words:  ^'  O 
LORD,  I  am  oppressed;  undertake  for  me.  What  shall  I  sayt 
He  hath  both  spoken  unto  me,  and  Himself  hath  done  it."  Is 
sin  for  ever  put  away?  Himself  hath  done  it.  Do  the  suffer- 
ings of  Christ  abound  in  ust  Himself  hath  done  it.  Are  we 
^oaning  under  the  burden  of  the  flesh?  Himself  hath  done 
it.  Are  we  mourning  on  account  of  the  seethiuj^  of  indwelling 
corruption  t  Himself  hath  done  it.  Do  we  desire  to  live  and 
reign  with  Himt  Himself  hath  done  it.  ''And  what  shall  I 
say?"  cried  the  Head.  "And  what  shall  I  sayf  is  the  cry  of 
the  living  members.  The  necessities  of  the  members  were 
experienced  by  the  Head.  The  fulness  of  the  Head  is  enjoyed 
by  the  members. 

'' Father y  save  Me  from  this  hour.'*  Have  you  been  brought 
to  an  hour  of  soul  trouble  when  no  cry  has  escaped  you  but, 
"  Save  me  from  this  hour?    Save  me  from  this  bitterness,  from 
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this  tribulation,  from  this  bereavement,  from  this  wretched  dis- 
content? *'  At  sQoh  times  we  little  think  that  we  are  praying  to 
God  for  deliverance  from  that  which  He  has  appointed  for  ns, 
and  to  which  He  has  appointed  ns  (1  Thess.  iii.  3).  However 
perplexing  the  crosses  and  crooks  of  my  pathway  may  be,  the 

Biradoxes  of  Divine  experience  can  only  be  explained  to  me  by 
im  who  sent  them.  Through  the  hour  of  darkness,  desertion, 
and  death  Jesus  must  go,  though  the  sorrows  of  His  heart  wrung 
from  Him  the  bitter  cry,  **  Father,  save  Me  from  this  hour"  How 
would  He  be  saved  from  it?  Listen  to  His  own  words  in 
gloomy,  dark  Gethsemane:  '^  My  soul  is  exceeding  sorrowfVil, 
even  unto  death"  (Matt.  xxvi.  38).  Death  preferable  to  the 
gloomy  horrors  He  must  experience  previous  to  His  death  upon 
Calvary.  Know  ye  aught  of  this?  Have  you  been  brought 
into  such  spots  of  fellowship  with  Christ  in  His  sufferings,  auer 
a  participation  with  Him  in  the  glory  of  His  Father's  rich, 
sovereign,  free,  and  iminfluenced  grace  (no  other  grace  wiU  do 
for  me),  you  have  been  left  to  the  bufferings  of  uie  devil,  the 
hiding  of  the  Father^s  face,  darkness,  despondency,  and  self- 
despair,  that  you  see  no  deliverance  but  from  the  hands  of  a 
oovenant  God!  I  know  all  that  in  the  bitterness  of  my  own 
heart,  and  in  the  sorrows  of  my  soul  before  Him.  Just  think 
that  such  a  worm  of  the  earth  should  dare  to  stand  before  a 
people  tried  and  tempted,  exercised  and  taught  by  Him  to 
speak  of  these  things  which  I  know  but  ofttimes  feel  not,  and 
experiencing  the  cruel  suggestion  of  Satan :  "If  thou  be  a  son  of 
God,  why  shouldest  thou  be  left  in  gloom  and  distraction!  ** 
This  accursed  '*t/"  is  often  thundered  down  to  the  depths  of 
my  spiritual  necessity,  causing  my  soul  to  tremble.  Can  it  be 
posnble  that  such  was  the  experience  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ? 
We  will  tlirow  the  idea  of  possibility  to  the  winds.  It  is  more 
than  possible,  it  is  a  fact  recorded  for  the  comfort  and  encourage- 
ment of  those  who  experience  their  oneness  with  Him.  Look 
at  Jonah  when  his  God-prepared  gourd  was  destroyed  by  the 
God-prepared  worm.  All  my  comforts  come  at  God's  command, 
and  the  cares  which  eat  them  all  away  appear  at  His  bidding. 
When  these  distress  me,  let  me  ask  vou.  What  must  be  the  feel- 
ings of  my  heart  as  I  am  thus  left  to  myself?  Like  those  of 
Jonah  when  "he  fainted,  and  wished  in  himself  to  die,  and  said. 
It  is  better  for  me  to  die  than  to  live.''  Ay,  and  like  those  of 
EUjah  when  he  sat  down  under  the  juniper  tree,  and  requested 
for  himself  that  he  might  die;  and  said:  ^<It  is  enough;  now,  0 
Lord,  take  away  my  life"  (1  Kings  xix.  4^.  Nay,  look  still 
further,  and  I  know  some  will  not  like  this,  but  what  is  that  to 
me?  It  is  mine  to  declare  God's  testimony  as  He  has  given  it 
to  me.  Read  Heb.  xi.  13:  ''These  all  died  in  faith,"  or,  accord- 
ing  to  faith.  This  was  the  faith  of  God's  elect,  the  faith  that 
overcame  the  world.  Seel  The  world  appeared  in  those 
wretohed  Philistines  who  hounded  Samson  to  the  very  death. 
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Satnson  the  strong  was  a  glorious  type  of  Jesus  the  stronger. 
In  the  bitterness  of  his  soul  he  cried:  ^*0  Lord  GOD,  rememDer 
me,  I  pray  Thee,  and  strengthen  me,  I  pray  Thee,  only  this 
once,  0  God,  that  I  may  be  at  once  avenged  of  the  Philistines 
for  my  two  eyes"  (Judges  xvi.  28 — 30^.  God  strengthened 
him,  and  with  the  streng^  he  pulled  the  nouse  down  upon  him- 
self and  upon  the  wretched  rhilistines.  Samson  slept  in  the 
buryin^place  of  Manoah  his  father,  while,  from  the  very  spot 
where  his  soul  was  exceeding  sorrowful  even  to  die,  and  where 
he  wreaked  vengeance  upon  his  enemies,  he  was  safely  conducted 
by  a  precious  Christ  to  the  heig^hts  of  glory,  to  rejoice  in  the 
presence  of  his  God,  and  bask  in  the  sunshine  of  everlasting 
felicity.  He  died  in  faith.  Ah,  but  see,  it  is  recorded  in  this 
precious  chapter,  ^' These  all  died  in  faitV  Our  old  friend 
Rahab  was  among  them.  People  may  say  what  they  like  to 
pollute  her  fair  fame  with  their  pious  babble,  but  yonder  she 
stands  in  the  faith  and  beauty  of  Him  who  said  to  the  Father 
for  her,  and  for  Samson  too:  "Now  is  My  soul  troubled;  and 
what  shall  1  say?  Father,  save  Me  from  this  hour:  but  for  this 
cause  came  I  unto  this  hour.'*    Mark  those  last  words: 

*'For  thie  cause  came  I  unto  this  hour  J*  This  is  a  glorious 
declaration,  one  breathing  submission  and  resignation  to  His 
Father's  will.  Blessed  and  most  precious  it  is  when  in  the  most 
trying  dispensations,  when,  in  the  midst  of  the  most  perplexing 
and  bewildering  providences,  I  can  trace  my  Father's  band  of 
power,  and  feel  His  heart  of  love,  knowing  that  all  things  work 
together  for  good  to  me,  a  poor  vile  sinner,  that  does  love  Him, 
and  ofttimes  weeps  and  mourns  because  I  cannot  love  Him 
more. 

May  He  add  His  blessing  for  His  own  name's  sake.    Amen. 
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RIGHT    WAYS. 


%   Sttman 

Pbeaohsd  in  tub  Horns  Ausismbly  Boom,  Kbknington,  on  Sunday 
MoBNiNG,  Sbptembbe  28th,  1878,  BY 

THOMAS    BRADBURY. 


*^  Who  is  wise,  and  he  shall  understand  these  things  ?  prudent,  and  he  shall 
know  them  7  for  the  ways  of  the  LORD  are  right,  and  the  just  shall  walk  in  them, 
but  the  transgressors  shall  fall  therein/' — Hosea  xiv.  9. 

IN  the  minds  of  many  of  the  living  children  of  God,  much 
ignorance  abounds  in  reference  to  the  meaning  of  many 
of  the  prophecies,  especially  those  contained  in  what  are  styled, 
"  The  Minor  Prophets."  These  are  often  read,  but  to  little 
purpose.  The  reason  of  this  is  because  of  the  veil  of  ifi;norance 
upon  the  heart.  A  man  may  possess  a  marvellous  intellect,  and 
capacious  reasoning  powers;  be  able  to  understand  natural 
things  to  perfection,  have  a  wide  grasp  of  God's  plan  of  salva- 
tion, and  be  able  to  trace  out  accurately  the  doctrines  of 
predestination,  election,  redemption,  regeneration,  preservation, 
and  glorification,  but  when  he  looks  at  the  dark  portions  of  the 
prophecies,  he  is  all  at  sea.  Man  is  so  prone  to  put  carnal 
constructions  on  those  metaphors,  illustrations,  and  prophecies 
given  by  God  in  His  blessed  Word  for  the  spiritual  guidance  of 
a  spiritual  people.  K,  when  reading  this  precious  prophecy  of 
Hosea,  we  see  not  God's  dealings  in  grace  with  His  own  children 
in  Christ  Jesus,  and  look  solely  to  God's  ancient  people,  the 
Jews,  we  are  lost  in  a  fog,  apprehending  not  the  Divine  mind, 
nor  enjoying  our  part  contained  in  the  varied  terms  He  employs 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  Book.  But  the  moment  He  takes 
away  the  veil  from  our  heart,  and  brings  us  to  know  and  confess 
that  precious  truth  contained  in  Psalm  xxxvi.  9 — "For  with  Thee 
is  the  fountain  of  life ;  in  Thy  light  we  shall  see  light " — the 
moment  God's  light  is  thrown  upon  that  which  is  dark — the 
moment  the  light  of  the  glory  of  God  in  the  person  of  Jesus 
Christ  shines  in  the  heart  of  the  redeemed  one,  there  is  a  right 
apprehension  of  God's  mind  contained  therein.    This  prophecy 
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was  given  for  the  purpose  of  unfolding  the  riches  of  the  glory  of 
God's  inheritance  in  His  people — the  riches  of  the  glory  of  His 
^race  in  the  selection,  separation,  and  salvation  of  His  people 
m  Christ  Jesus.  Now,  without  this,  I  may  as  well  be  honest  and 
tell  you  that  I  do  not  understand  the  .prophecy  of  Hosea.  But 
when  I  am  taught  to  read  it  in  the  light  of  God's  dealings  with 
His  people  during  their  sojourn  in  the  wilderness,  brining  them 
to  enjoy  His  paternal  love,  His  preserving  care,  and  His  protect- 
ing mercy,  in  the  face  of  all  their  sins,  idolatries,  adulteries, 
wavering,  and  wandering  from  Him,  then  I  see  in  a  moment 
that  He  is  the  God  that  will  do  for  me,  and  I  am  just  the  sinner 
in  whom  His  grace  can  be  magnified.  This  is  the  Gospel  my 
heart  loves,  and  which  causes  me  to  long  for  the  time  when  I 
shall  have  done  with  sin,  corruption,  and  death,  enter  into  His 
glory,  and  never  more  go  out.  It  is  our  happy  privilege  now  to 
look  at  the  portion  which  I  have  read  for  our  consideration,  and 
may  we  be  blest  with  the  guidance  and  grace  of  God  the  Holy 
Ghost  as  we  notice, — 

I.— The  characters  named — **  The  wise,  the  prudent,  and 
the  just." 

II. — Their  experience — "  Who  is  wise,  and  he  sftall  under- 
stand  these  things  f  prudent,  and  he  shall  hiow  themt " 

ni. — Righteousness  acknowledged  by  them — *'For  the 
ways  of  the  LORD  are  right.'' 

IV. — The  lot  of  the  just  and  of  transgressors — "And 
the  just  shall  walk  in  them,  but  the  transgressors  shall  fall 
therein." 

I. — The  characters  named — "  The  wise,  the  prudent."  In 
reading  God*s  Word  in  the  letter  of  it,  we  ofttimes  come  across 
what  appears  to  the  natural  understanding  flat  contradictions, 
flagrant  discrepancies,  and  statements  totally  opposed  to 
each  other.  For  instance,  the  text  leads  our  minds  to  the  con- 
templation of  certain  persons  who  are  wise  and  prudent,  yet 
blessed  with  spiritual  knowledge  and  understanding  in  the  ways 
of  the  Lord.  If  you  will  turn  to  Matthew  xi.  25,  you  will  see 
that  the  declaration  of  the  Great  Expounder  of  Holy  Writ, 
the  Glorious  Expositor  of  God's  mind  and  will,  is  the  very 
opposite  to  that  of  our  text :  **  At  that  time  Jesus  answered  and 
said,  I  thank  Thee,  0  Father,  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  because 
Thou  hast  hid  these  things  front  the  wise  and  prudent^  and  hast 
revealed  them  unto  babes."  This  declai*ation  leads  the  mind 
to  certain  who  are  not  wise  and  prudent  yet  are  blessed  with 
gracious  revelations  of  the  Father  8  mind  and  will,  while  Hosea 
notices  thoee  who  are  wise  and  prudent  and  have  a  spiritual 
knowledge  and  right  understanding  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord. 
Now  look  at  the  mind  of  Christ  as  revealed  in  Luke  x.  21 :  "In 
that  hour  Jesus  rejoiced  in  spirit,  and  said,  I  thank  Thee,  0 
Father,  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  that  Thou  hast  hid  these 
things  from  the  wise  and  prudent,  and  hast  revealed  them  unto 
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babes :  even  so,  Father ;  for  so  it  seemed  good  in  Thy  sight." 
Why  should  He  rejoice  under  such  circumstances?  He  rejoiced 
to  see  the  accomplishment  of  His  Father's  will,  and  the  fulfil- 
ment of  all  that  JEHOVAH  had  declared  in  His  eternal  counsels. 
Judgment  was  visited  upon  all  out  of  Himself,  and  mercy 
revealed  to  all  in  Himself.  He  rejoiced  because  the  Father  in 
His  own  absolute  right  had  hidden  the  blessings  of  the  covenant 
from  reprobate  dogs,  and  had  shown  them  to  elect  sheep, 
because  He  hid  them  from  the  great  ones  in  their  own  esteem 
and  revealed  them  to  the  little  ones  of  His  family.  Then  we 
see  the  spirit  of  satisfaction  with  which  He  admires  the  unemng 
judgment  of  His  Father :  *^  Even  so.  Father ;  for  so  it  seemed 
good  in  Thy  sight." 

Let  us  notice  the  question,  "Who  is  wise?  "  When  we  look 
at  men  universally,  and  judge  of  them  according  to  our  own 
heart's  experience,  knowing  well  what  we  were  in  the  days  of 
our  unregeneracy,  we  despair  in  our  hope  of  finding  a  wise  man. 
Look  at  Eph.  ii.  2,  3 :  *^  In  time  past  ye  walked  according  to  the 
course  of  this  world,  according  to  the  prince  of  the  power  of 
the  air,  the  spirit  that  now  worketh  in  the  children  of  disobe- 
dience :  among  whom  also  we  all  had  our  conversation  in  times 
past  in  the  lusts  of  our  flesh,  fulfilling  the  desires  of  the  flesh 
and  of  the  mind ;  and  were  by  nature  the  children  of  wrath, 
even  as  others."  Not  the  objects  of  God's  wrath,  but  wrathful 
children.  Wrath  and  enmity  against  God,  characterising  every 
thought,  look,  word,  and  action  of  the  old  nature.  It  matters 
not  how  good,  how  excellent,  religious,  pious,  or  devout  a  person 
may  be,  independent  of  union  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  the 
gracious  anointings  of  God  the  ever-blessed  Spirit,  all  his 
pretensions  are  but  vanity,  foolishness,  and  enmity  against  God. 
*•  Who  is  wise  ?  "  Where,  among  the  sons  and  daughters  of 
Adam,  is  such  an  one  to  be  found  ?  We  will  ask  one  to  describe 
his  state  and  condition  previous  to  the  Lord's  gracious  work  in 
him.  By  the  Holy  Ghost  he  says,  *'  For  we  ourselves  also  were 
sometimes  foolish,  disobedient,  deceived,  serving  divers  lusts 
and  pleasures,  living  in  malice  and  envy,  hateful  and. hating  one 
another  "  (Titus  iii.  3).  Foolishness  characterises  every  thought 
and  act  of  our  existence  until  we  are  taken  in  hand  by  that 
blessed  and  adorable  One  whom  Paul  describes  as  "  Christ  the 
Power  of  God  and  the  Wisdom  of  God  "  (1  Cor.  i.  24).  Look 
again  at  that  confession  going  forth  in  prayer  and  supplication 
from  the  exercised  heart  of  the  Psalmist !  In  Psalm  Ixix.  5  he 
says,  ^*  0  God,  Thou  knowest  my  foolishness ;  and  my  sins  are 
not  hid  from  Thee."  What  foolishness  can  be  so  great  as  that 
which  sets  itself  against  the  wisdom  of  JEHOVAH  as  revealed 
in  the  person  and  work  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ?  What 
foolishness  can  be  so  glaring  as  that  which  would  bring  down 
the  infinite  JEHOVAH,  the  eternal  God,  the  sovereign  Lord  of 
all,  to  the  bar  of  man's  puny  judgment?    What  foolishness  can  be 
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RO  flaf^raut  a8  that  which  would  drag  the  great  and  glorioos 
JEUOVAH  from  His  throne  and  attempt  to  usurp  His  preroga- 
tives ?  Yet,  on  the  right  hand  and  on  the  left,  we  see  poor, 
proud  man  raising  His  voice  against  the  God  of  heaven  and 
earth.  Professors  of  religion  are  besotted  with  the  delusion 
that  the  plan,  performance,  and  perfection  of  the  salvation  of 
their  souls  are  wholly  in  their  own  power.  What  folly  can  equal 
this  ?  But  look  here  :  ''  Foolishness  is  bound  in  the  heart  of  a 
child''  (Prov.  xxii.  15).  All  that  is  required  for  the  display  of 
this  foolishness  is  time  and  opportunity.  Foolishness  appears  in 
every  thought,  look,  word,  and  act  of  the  natural  man.  Who, 
then,  are  the  wise  and  the  prudent  ?  According  to  nature's  judg- 
ment we  are  driven  to  the  conclusion  that  all  are  endowed  wiUi 
a  certain  amount  of  wisdom  and  prudence.  But  I  find,  in  the 
course  of  my  observation  and  experience,  that  there  is  precious 
little  of  either  real  wisdom  or  prudence  in  the  world.  Men,  in 
their  ordinary  dealings  with  each  other,  lack  prudence.  Men, 
in  communicating  their  thoughts  and  in  expounding  their  views, 
lack  prudence.  Nay,  even  godly  men  and  godly  women,  whom 
a  gracious  and  long-suffering  God  is  training  for  glory,  are 
frequently  found  lacking,  and  mourning  over  their  lack  of, 
prudence.  These  are  often  wanting  in  foresight  in  reference  to 
the  doing  of  the  work  God  has  arranged  for  them  in  His  all- 
wise  providence.  Often  are  they  found  trying  to  do  the  Lord's 
work  in  a  fleshly  spirit.  But  the  prudent  are  those  in  whose 
hearts  God  has  implanted  His  fear,  and  who  dread  to  sin  against 
Him.  But,  my  dear  friends,  we  must  proceed  further  in  seeking 
out  all  the  truth  God  has  to  communicate  in  connection  with  a 
subject  so  precious,  instructive,  and  profitable.  The  wise  and 
prudent  are  also  represented  as 

'*I7iejti8tJ'  Where  are  the  just  to  be  found!  God  declares 
that  ''  all  have  sinned  and  come  short  of  His  glory  "  (Rom. 
iii.  23).  All  mankind  in  Adam  sinned,  rebelled,  and  proclaimed 
against  JEHOVAH'S  righteous  rule,  holy  law,  and  sovereign 
sway.  Thus  man  universally  became  unrighteous  and  unjust. 
A  few  portions  of  God's  most  Holv  Word  settles  this  matter. 
"  The  Lord  looked  down  from  heaven  upon  the  children  of 
men,  to  see  if  there  were  any  that  did  understand,  and  seek 
God.  They  are  all  gone  aside,  they  are  altogether  beoome 
filthy :  there  is  none  that  doeth  good,  no,  not  one "  f  Psa.  xiv. 
2,  3 ;  lui.  2,  3).  Now  look  at  Paul's  quotation  of  mese  two 
Psalms  as  given  in  Romans  iii.  10 :  *'  There  is  none  righteous, 
no,  not  one."  Here  we  see  in  a  moment  the  judgpnent  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  concerning  the  unrighteousness  of  the  whole  human 
family.  Not  a  just  man  to  be  found  upon  earth.  Ah  I  but  we 
go  still  further  than  this.  Solomon,  m  Eccles.  vii.  20,  says : 
*'^  For  there  is  not  a  just  man  upon  earth  that  doeth  good  and 
sinneth  not."  The  word  just  may  be  rendered  justified^  and  this 
read :  '^  There  is  not  a  justified  man  upon  earth  that  doeth 
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good  and  sinneth  not."  This  does  not  question  the  existence 
of  justified  men,  who  are  accounted  just  or  righteous  before 
God ;  but  reveals  a  fact  so  pungent  in  the  expeneuoe  of  God's 
livini^  children,  that,  a  justified  man  througn  the  blood  and 
obedience  of  Jesus,  who  does  good  and  sins  not,  cannot  be 
found  upon  earth.  Not  one.  All  mankind,  elect  and  reprobate, 
redeemed  and  unredeemed,  regenerate  and  unregenerate,  in 
themselves  are  always  sinners  and  ever  sinning.  The  spiritually 
taught  children  of  God  know  full  well  that  until  the  last  sigh  is 
heaved  from  their  throbbing  bosoms  every  one  of  them  can  do 
nothing  but  sin,  and  their  confession  before  the  presence  of'infinite 
excellency  is,  that  they  never  did  a  good  work  during  the 
whole  of  their  lives.  Then  we  may  well  ask  the  questions,  Who 
is  wise?  Who  is  prudent?  Who  is  just?  The  answer  is,  That 
man,  that  woman,  that  child  found  in  living  union  with  Him 
who  is  styled  pre-eminently:  "The  Wisdom  of  God"  (1  Cor. 
i.  24) ;  •<  My  Servant  shall  deal  prudently  "  (Isa.  Hi.  13) ;  '*  THE 
LORD  OUR  RIGHTEOUSNESS"  (Jer.  xxiii.  6).  Christ  is 
the  Just  One  in  the  presence  of  the  Father,  for  all  those  who 
know  and  feel  that  in  themselves  they  have  neither  wisdom, 
prudence,  nor  righteousness.  The  wise  are  those  who  are  made 
wise  unto  salvation,  through  faith  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus 
(2  Tim.  iii.  15).  The  prudent  are  those  who  are  blessed  with  the 
spirit  of  power  and  ot  love,  and  of  a  sound  mind  (2  Tim.  i.  7). 
The  just  are  those  who  are  accounted  so  in  the  righteousness  of 
our  God  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  (Rom.  v.  19).  The  great 
and  glorious  God  whom  we  worship  and  adore  will  not  be 
limited  in  His  gracious  operations  by  what  we  can  see  and 
judge.  He  works  where  He  will,  when  He  will,  how  He 
will,  upon  whom  He  will,  and  just  because  He  will.  He 
thus  stains  the  pride  of  lordly  intellect,  and  brings  aspiring 
reason  to  His  footstool,  while  the  faith  of  His  own  giving 
bows  with  reverence  and  awe  before  His  sacred  Majesty, 
thanking  Him  for  the  revelation  He  has  given,  and  begging  of 
Him  still  further  to  reveal  Himself  in  love — What  I  know  not, 
teach  thou  me.  Who  then  are  the  wise?  Those  whom 
JEHOVAH  has  graciously  taken  in  hand  and  brought  to  know 
their  standing  in  Him  in  whom  are  hid  all  the  treasures  of 
wisdom  and  biowledge  (Cot.  ii.  3).  As  assuredly  as  we  are  in 
Him  these  treasures  of  wisdom  and  knowledge  are  ours,  to  be 
communicated  in  God's  own  time.  See  how  clearly  Paul,  by 
the  Holy  Ghost,  declares  this  precious  truth  in  1  Cor.  i.  20 — 31 : 
"  Where  is  the  wise  ?  where  is  the  scribe  t  where  is  the  disputer 
of  this  world  ?  hath  not  God  made  foolish  the  wisdom  of  this 
world  t  For  after  that  in  the  wisdom  of  God  the  world  by 
wisdom  knew  not  God,  it  pleased  God  by  the  foolishness  of 
preaching,  to  save  them  that  believe.  For  the  Jews  require  a 
sign  (that  is,  Ritualism),  and  the  Greeks  seek  after  wisdom  (that 
is,  Rationalism).  But  we  preach  Christ  crucified,  imto  the  Jews 
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a  stumbliug^blook,  and  uato  the  Ghreeks  foolishnesB ;  but  miio 
them  which  are  called,  both  Jews  and  Greeks,  Christ  the  Power 
of  God  and  the  Wisdom  of  God."  So  then,  if  I  am  wise,  my 
wisdom,  like  Samson's  strength,  hes  in  my  Head.  Solomon  has 
this  remarkable  saying :  *'  The  wise  man's  eyes  are  in  his 
head "  (Eccles.  iL  14).  Where  else  on  earth  would  you  have 
them  ?  I,  for  one,  answer,  Nowhere  else.  Lord,  but  in  Thee,  nyr 
living  Head.  I  do  not  want  them  in  this  poor,  frail,  perishing 
body,  but  in  Him  who  is  the  Head  of  all  influence,  motive,  and 
power  to  His  body,  the  Church.  His  eyes  are  ever  beholding, 
watching,  and  concerned  for  every  member  of  His  living  faniily. 
Who  is  wiaet  He  is  a  wise  man  who  is  brought  by  Divine 
grace  and  power  to  the  footstool  of  sovereigpi  mercy,  renounouig 
everything  of  his  own — bis  own  righteousness — his  own  confi- 
dence— his  own  strength — his  own  wisdom.  Self  in  every 
phase  and  feature  renounced,  excluded,  put  out  of  doors,  and 
God  in  Christ  All  in  all.  Christ  my  Wisdom,  for  I  am  a  fool 
Christ  my  Righteousness,  for  I  am  a  black  transgressor.  Christ 
my  Sanctification,  for  I  am  a  polluted  worm.  Christ  mf 
Redemption,  for  I  naturally  hug  the  chains  of  sin  and  Satan. 
Christ  my  Glory,  for  all  I  have  apart  from  Him  is  degradation 
and  shame.  In  Christ  I  am  wise.  In  Christ  I  am  prudent.  In 
Christ  I  am  just.  A  just  man  in  Christ  stands  before  his  God 
B8  thouffh  sin  never  had  any  power  over  him,  as  though  he  bad 
never  sinned,  yes,  he  stands  before  his  Gtod  in  {>088e8siou  of  a 
nature  as  pure  as  Christ's  is  pure,  as  holy  as  Christ's  k  holy,  as 
perfect  as  Christ's  is  perfect,  as  impeccable  as  Christ's  is  impeo- 
cable.  This  nature  is  communicated  by  a  sheer  act  of  sovereign 
grace,  and  revealed  in  regeneration.  The  partaker  of  the  Divine 
nature  (2  Peter  i.  4)  may  sin  awfully  like  an  infuriated  devil,  as 
Saul  of  Tarous  who  compelled  the  saints  to  blaspheme,  or,  may 
sin  in  the  presence  of  incarnate  love,  meekness,  and  compassion, 
as  Peter  did,  denying  his  Lord  and  Master  with  oaths  and 
curses,  but  the  new  nature  cannot  be  touched,  polluted,  or 
marred.  God  looks  on  him,  Christ  looks  on  him,  the  Holy 
Ghost  looks  on  him,  and  deals  with  him  according  to  that 
vir^n  purity  and  glorious  perfection  in  which  be  stood  with 
Chnst  before  the  worlds  were  framed.  The  wise  man  in  Christ  is 
he  who  cannot  and  will  not  believe,  hope,  repent,  or  pray, 
without  the  presence  and  power  of  the  responsible  One,  who 
does  all  these  for  him  and  in  him.  The  prudent  man  is  he  who 
has  been  taught  through  many  a  painful  process  and  in  manv 
perplexing  paths,  that  a  sovereign  God  can  manage  His  work 
perfectly  without  his  interference.  But,  how  often  we  think  we 
can  improve  our  state  here  upon  earth  I  We  try  to  feather  our 
nest.  We  endeavour  to  make  our  home  cozy  and  comfortable. 
We  struggle  to  master  our  natural  dispositions  and  triumph  over 
our  imperious  wills.  We  are  determined  to  Uve  in  peace  and 
quietness  with  those  surrounding   us.    But  as  assuredly  as  I 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


•ttempt  these  things,  God  will  create  a  waiter  to  deslroy. 
£ither  the  devil,  my  own  evil  nature  or  my  fleshly  sorronndings 
will  be  sure  to  bring  about  a  breach  in  my  good  behaviour,  and 
prove  to  me  that  I  am  not  the  nice  young  Thomas  I  imagined 
myself  to  be,  and  that  I  am  not  so  humble,  gentle,  loving,  and 
kind,  as  I  fain  would  be.  This  has  been  the  experience  of  all 
•the  saints,  from  AbeFs  days  until  now.  The  juat  man  is  he  who 
knows  feelingly  that  in  lum  dwelleth  no  good  thing,  and  that 
though  to  will  is  present  with  him,  yet  how  to  perform  that 
which  is  good  he  finds  not;  but  while  this  is  his  nainful 
experience  a  covenant  God  communicates  to  him  the  glorious 
truth  that  there  is  One  of  His  own  appointing  who  is  responsible 
for  his  wisdom,  responsible  for  his  prudence,  responsible  for  his 
righteousness,  responsible  for  his  perfection,  responsible  for  his 
safe  conduct  to  glory,  and  that,  a  precious  Christ.  The  wise 
are  wise  in  Christ  The  prudent  are  prudent  in  Christ.  The 
just  are  just  in  Christ.    We  new  notice — 

II. — Thbir  EXPEREENOB — "  Who  is  wise,  and  he  shall  under- 
stand  theee  thinaaf  prudent,  and  he  shall  know  themV*  I  love 
that  view  of  spiritual  matters  which  leads  us  into  the  contem- 
plation of  those  two  lines  of  Hart: 

"  Trae  reli^oii*s  more  than  notion, 

Something  must  be  known  and  felt.** 

iCark  I  He  does  not  say,  Something  must  be  felt,  merely,  for 
knowledge  accompanies  feeling.  *'  Something  must  be  known,"* 
and  that  something  must  be  Divinely  communicated  and 
brought  home  to  the  heart  by  the  power  of  God  the  ever^ 
blessed  Spirit.  Many  portions  I  could  quote  bearing  upon  this. 
David  says :  '*  And  they  that  know  Thv  name  will  put  their  trust 
in  Thee''  (Psa.  ix.  10).  Job  declared:  *^  I  know  tnat  I  shall  be 
justified''  (Job.  xiii.  18).  Was  not  Job  justified  at  this  time? 
Certainly  he  was,  and  that  by  his  God ;  but  accusation  after 
accusation  was  brought  against  him  by  men  and  devils.  Yet 
he  was  conscious  that  the  time  would  come  when  God  would 
bring  him  to  the  light  and  justify  him  before  his  fellows.  He 
also  said :  "  /  know  that  my  Redeemer"  (my  Kinsman,  my  Vindi- 
cator, my  Avenger)  "liveth"  (Job  xix.  25).  After  personal 
communication  with  JEHOVAH  in  the  whiriwind,  he  could  say 
to  Him:  "/  know  that  Thou  canst  do  everything,  and  that  no 
thought  of  Thine  can  be  hindored''  (Job  xlii.  2).  I  love  such 
testimonies  as  this.  Again,  we  have  Divinely-imparted  know- 
ledge set  before  us  throughout  the  New  Testament  Scriptures. 
See  1  John  v.  20:  "And  we  know  that  the  Son  of  God  is  come, 
and  hath  given  us  an  understanding,  that  we  may  know  Him  that' 
is  true,  and  we  are  in  Him  that  is  true,  even  in  His  Son  Jesus 
Christ.  This  is  the  true  God,  and  eternal  life."  Mark  you  this; 
we  may  be  in  possession  of  Scriptural  knowledge,  and  possess  a 
spiritual  understanding,  but  without  the  light  of  God  thrown 
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upon  it,  all  is  dai^  as  midnight.  Look  at  Eph.  i  18: ''  The  eym 
of  your  understanding  being  enlightened,  that  ye  may  know  what 
is  the  hope  of  His  cafiing."  Suppose  you  were  in  this  place  last 
nieht  with  all  the  gas  turned  off,  what  could  you  see?  I^othing. 
AU  would  be  dar^ess  and  confusion.  So  it  is  with  a  child  of 
Ood  in  possession  of  a  spiritual  understanding,  without  God's 
li^ht  he  knows  nothing,  sees  nothing,  apprehends  nothing,  yet 
with  David  he  can  say:  "  In  Thy  light  we  shall  see  light"  (Psa. 
xzzvi.  9). 

But  we  have  more  of  this  revealed  in  Luke  xxiv.  44,  46. 
The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  led  the  minds  of  His  disciples  to  the 
all  things  written  in  the  law  of  Moses,  and  in  the  prophets,  and 
in  the  Fsalms  concerning  Him ;  but  that  was  not  su£Scient«  He 
brought  them  to  another  sta^e  in  Divine  knowledge,  for  we  are 
told:  "Then  opened  He  their  understanding,  that  they  might 
understand  the  Scriptures."  Now,  in  possession  of  a  God-given 
understanding  (1  John  v.  20),  of  u  God-enlightened  understand- 
ing (Eph.  i.  18\  of  an  opened  understanding  (Luke  xxiv.  45), 
if  the  Holy  Gnost  takes  not  of  the  things  of  Christ  to  show 
them  unto  us,  what  do  we  know  or  feel  to  edification  ?  Nothing 
whatever.  We  may  have  a  knowledge  that  puffeth  up,  "but  we 
shall  be  destitute  of  the  love  that  buildeth  up.  It  is  only  as  the 
Spirit  takes  of  the  things  of  Christ,  and  shows  us  the  mystery  of 
His  incarnation,  opens  up  to  our  adoring  gaze  His  life  of  sorrow 
and  suffering  upon  earth.  His  bloody  sweat  in  Gethsemane,  His 
darkness  and  desertion  upon  Calvary,  bearing  our  transgres- 
sions, sins,  and  iniquities  mto  the  land  of  never-ending  forget- 
fulness,  casting  them  into  the  sea  of  eternal  oblivion,  triumphing 
over  death,  hell,  and  the  grave,  and  entering  into  heaven's  nigh- 
est  glory  to  appear  in  the  presence  of  God  for  us,  I  say  it  is  only 
then  that  we  can  understand  God  in  His  word,  in  His  providence, 
and  in  our  heart's  experience.  He  who  knows  and  understands 
these  things  by  the  teaching  and  guidance  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
can  never  get  rid  of  them.  **Ah,"  say  some  of  you,  "we  think 
we  have  heard  you  say  that  the  mind  of  the  child  of  God  is 
oftentimes  like  a  sieve,  not  able  to  retain  that  which  is  poured 
into  it."  Quite  right,  my  friends,  quite  right.  We  may  listen 
to  God's  truth  this  morning,  and  before  night  comes  all  may  be 
forgotten.  We  may  read  God's  Book,  and  never  more  think  of 
what  we  have  read;  but  if  the  Book  by  the  Holv  Ghost  reads 
us,  and  if  He  communicates  to  us  His  bounties,  blessings,  and 
benefits,  we  may  forget  them,  but  He  will  take  good  care  to 
refresh  our  treacherous  memories  again  and  again.  In  our 
forgetfulness,  we  see  the  necessity  for  the  office  of  the  covenant 
Remembrancer  to  bring  to  our  remembrance  whatsoever  things 
Christ  may  have  spoken  to  us. 

Here  we  are  brought  to  a  marvellous  view  of  Divine  grace 
as  set  before  us  in  this  precious  allegory  of  Hosea.  "  T^^^f 
things!"^     The  whole  book  describes  the  gracious  dealings  of  a 
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covenant  God  with  a  covenant  people.  It  opens  up  the  won- 
derful longsuffering  and  patience  of  Israel's  God,  and  the  incor- 
ri^bility  of  God's  Israel.  Are  there  any  such  characters  here 
this  morning  ?  If  there  are  not,  you  may  depend  upon  it  we 
have  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  covenant  people  of  God. 
But  it  is  my  mercy  to  take  up  my  Bible,  and  as  I  read  portion 
^ter  portion  revealing 

♦'Sovereign  gnce  o*er  sin  abounding," 

electing  love  overcoming  lost  sinners,  and  redeeming  mercy 
revealed  in  its  power  over  the  wayward  and  wandering  children 
of  God,  I  see,  and  feel,  and  know  myself  to  be  one  with  those 
who  wander  and  waver,  one  with  those  who  are  ofttimes  want- 
ing and  weary,  one  with  those  who  are  set  before  us  by  Jere- 
miah and  Hosea  under  the  name  of  Ephraim.  Turn  with  me  to 
Jer.  xxxi.  18 — 20:  "I  have  surely  heard  Ephraim  bemoaning 
himself  thus:  Thou  hast  chastened  me,  and  I  was  chastised,  as 
a  bullock  unaccustomed  to  the  yoke :  turn  Thou  me,  and  I  shall 
be  turned;  for  Thou  art  the  LORD  my  God.  Surely  after  that 
I  was  turned,  I  repented;  and  after  that  I  was  instructed,  I 
smote  upon  my  thigh :  I  was  ashamed,  yea,  even  confounded, 
because  I  did  bear  the  reproach  of  my  youth."  But  Ephraim's 
kind  and  indulgent  God  sajs:  "  Is  Ephraim  My  dear  son  ? ''  or, 
as  it  may  read :  ^*  Ephraim  is  My  dear  son,  he  is  a  pleasant  child; 
for,  since  I  spake  against  him,  I  do  earnestly  remember  him 
still :  therefore  Mv  bowels  are  troubled  for  him ;  I  will  surely 
have  mercy  upon  him,  saith  the  LORD."  But  who  is  Ephraim? 
God's  child ;  but  we  are  told  he  is  a  rebellious  one,  a  wandering 
one,  a  wajrward  one,  an  obstinate  one.  Look  at  the  description 
given  of  him  throughout  this  book  of  Hosea.  In  the  2nd  chap, 
we  see  him  loved  with  an  everlasting  love.  Here  God  declares 
His  love  to  His  people  in  the  face  of  their  manifold  sins  and 
wanderiufi^  from  Him,  in  the  view  of  which  good  old  John 
Kent  could  sing  so  blessedly: 

"  Betrothed  in  lore,  ere  time  began, 

His  blood-bought  bride  with  Jesos  lee ; 
Made  by  eternal  nnion  ONR, 
Who  was,  and  is,  and  is  to  be.** 

But  look  at  her  as  she  appears  in  this  2nd  chapter.  She  is 
following  after  other  lowers,  seeking  her  pleasure  and  enjoyment 
everywhere  and  anywhere  but  in  her  God,  her  loving  Husband. 
But  He  says:  "I  will  hedge  up  thy  way  with  thorns."  Know 
ye  anything  about  these  thorns?  I  do.  Terrible  thorns  in 
conviction  and  afflictive  dispensations.  If  a  thorn  hedge  is  not 
sufficient,  He  says:  *'  I  will  make  a  wall  that  she  shall  not  find 
her  paths."  Is  it  not  a  marvellous  mercy  that,  although  we  are 
determined  to  seek  after  other  lovers,  our  first  Husband — the 
Husband  of  the  covenant  before  the  worlds  were  framed — ^haa 
declared  that  we  shall  not  overtake  them.    Look  at  the  allur- 
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ings  of  His  love :  "  Therefore,  behold,  I  will  allure  her,  and 
bring  her  into  the  wilderness,  and  speak  comfortably  unto  her. 
And!  will  give  her  her  vineyards  from  thence,  and  the  valley  of 
Achor  for  a  door  of  hope."  Look  still  further  how  the  eternal 
espousals  are  manifested :  "  And  I  will  betroth  thee  unto  Me  for 
ever;  yea,  I  will  betroth  thee  unto  Me  in  righteousness,  and  in 
iudgment,  and  in  lovingkindness,  and  in  mercies.  I  will  even 
betroth  thee  unto  Me  in  faithfulness:  and  Thou  shalt  know  thb 
LORD."  But  look  at  the  description  given  of  these  people 
under  the  various  names  of  Ephraim,  Judah,  Israel,  and  My 
people.  Did  you  notice  those  words  by  Jeremiah :  **  Since  1 
spake  against  him?"  Where  did  God  speak  against  him?  In 
his  conscience,  by  the  convicting  power  of  God  the  Holy  Ghost. 
Turn  to  Hos.  iv.  17 :  "  Ephraim  is  joined  to  idols ;  let  him  alone." 
I  remember  a  sermon  upon  these  words  being  put  into  my  hands 
to  read;  and,  though  I  hate  to  read  the  sermons  of  one  who 
preaches  free-grace  in  the  morning,  free-will  in  the  evening,  and 
can  present  a  nauseous  hash  of  both  at  noon,  I  read  it. 
Ephraim's  God  was  not  found  therein.  It  was  an  attempt  to 
work  upon  the  feehngs  of  those  whom  the  preacher  considered 
to  be  the  wicked  wretches  of  his  congregation.  He  spoke  of 
this  as  having  reference  to  obstinate  sinners  who  despised  God's 
word,  rejected  His  Gospel,  and  sinned  away  their  day  of  grace. 
Oh,  what  vile  rubbish !  This  is  the  glorious  truth  of  the  text : 
"  Ephraim,  who  is  My  dear  son :  Ephraim,  who  is  My  pleasant 
child;  Ephraim,  whom  I  love  with  an  everlasting  love:  Ephraim, 
over  whom  My  bowels  yearn;  Ephraim,  for  whom  I  nave  a 
home  in  My  heart ;  Ephraim,  for  whom  an  eternal  redemption 
waits;  Ephraim,  for  whom  covenant  provision  is  prepared; 
Ephraim  is  joined  to  idols,  and  will  have  none  of  Me,  bat 
he  can  only  go  the  length  of  his  tether.  He  is  Mine;  let  him 
alone.  Where  sin  abounds  in  him.  My  grace  shall  much  more 
abound,  fie  may  wander,  but  he  cannot  get  beyond  the  sight 
of  Mine  eye,  or  the  affection  of  My  heart,  while  My  long,  strong, 
powerful  arm  of  love  shall  bring  him  back  to  Myself,  and  he 
shall  know  that  I  am  the  LORD.  With  all  your  fleshly  efforts, 
you  cannot  bring  him  back  a  moment  before  his  time.  You  let 
My  Ephraim  alone,  for  your  judging,  threatening,  and  denounc- 
ing will  affect  him  not.  It  is  not  by  declamation  and  denuncia- 
tion that  My  Ephraim  shall  be  brought  back  to  Me.  Oh  no  I 
Let  My  Ephraim  alone."  My  dear  friends,  we  ought  to  be 
very  careful  as  to  the  manner  in  which  we  speak  of  God*« 
Ephraims. 

The  other  day,  one  sitting  near  to  me  at  this  moment,  stood 
with  me  by  the  door  of  a  village  smithy.  The  village  black* 
smith  said  a  few  things  defaming  the  character  of  the  late  rector 
of  the  parish,  who,  I  believe,  is  now  in  glory.  I  could  not  bear 
to  hear  it,  and  said,  **  You  look  here,  if  the  dear  man  did  all  and 
more  than  you  can  say  against  him,  I  would  sooner  sin  with  him 
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than  I  would  sing  with  you.  Look  at  this  blessed  Book !  Turn  to 
Genesis  ix.  20 — 27 :  Noah  was  drunk  in  his  vineyard.  His  son 
Ham  spread  the  report.  His  two  sons  Shem  and  Japheth  took 
a  garment  and  went  backward  and  covered  the  shame  of  their 
fatner  and  would  not  see  it.  Was  Noah  drunk  t  Not  in  the 
estimation  of  his  two  lads,  they  would  not  see  it.  The  shame 
of  the  old  man  was  for  ever  hidden  from  their  view.  Noah's 
blessing  rested  upon  the  hiders  of  his  sin,  while  his  curse  followed 
the  bearer  of  the  evil  report.  You  think  of  this,  and  when  you 
are  tempted  to  speak  oi  the  old  rector  again  may  God  stop  your 
defaming  mouth,  with  the  conviction  that  it  is  a  righteous  thing 
with  God  to  recompense  tribulation  to  the  troublers  and 
defamers  of  His  people."  Oh  that  we  could  remember  this  in 
our  dealings  one  toward  another. 

But  look  still  further  at  God's  description  of  His  Ephraim  : 
*^  I  know  Ephraim,  and  Israel  is  not  hid  from  Me :  for  now,  0 
Ephraim,  tnou  committest  whoredom,  and  Israel  is  defiled." 
Listen  again,  '*  And  the  pride  of  Israel  doth  testify  to  his  face : 
therefore  shall  Isi-ael  and  Ephraim  fall  in  their  iniquity ;  Judah 
also  shall  fall  with  them."  Where  shall  they  fall  ?  Not  beneath 
the  everlasting  arms.  They  shall  fall  on  the  Rock  and  be 
broken  in  heart,  while  all  the  despisers  of  Ephraim  shall 
be  ground  to  powder  by  the  Rock  falling  upon  them.  Again, 
**  0  Ephraim,  what  shall  I  do  unto  thee  ?  0  Judah,  what  shall 
I  do  unto  thee  ?  for  your  goodness  is  as  a  morning  cloud,  and  as 
the  early  dew  it  goeth  away."  That  is  me,  say  you.  Bless  God 
if  you  know  it,  for  He  cannot  do  too  much  for  you.  Listen 
again  !  "  Ephraim,  he  hath  mixed  himself  among  the  people." 
And  no  wonder  when  you  see  the  enemies  of  the  Lord  so 
obliging,  accommodating,  and  Uberal.  *^  Ephraim  is  a  cake  not 
turned,"  not  fit  for  either  God  or  man.  Look  through  the 
whole  Book  and  then  come  to  chapter  xiv.  8 :  *^  Ephraim  shall 
say.  What  have  I  to  do  any  more  with  idols  ?  "  That  is  when 
God  in  Christ  is  revealed  to  him.  God  says,  *'  I  have  heard  him, 
and  observed  him."  Ephraim  says,  **  I  am  like  a  green  fir  tree.** 
Some  say  the  fir  tree  is  out  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  I  don't  believe 
it.  The  fir  tree  bears  no  fruit,  and  according  to  Psalm  civ.  17, 
it  is  the  house  of  the  stork.  Now  the  stork  was  an  unclean 
bird,  a  type  of  indwelling  sin,  that  unclean  tenant  because 
of  which  every  child  of  God  laments.  To  such  Christ  says, 
"From  Me  is  thy  fruit  found."  0  how  comforting  to  the 
tempted  child  of  God  who  looks  within  for  some  fair  fruit  of 

trace,  but  all  is  barrenness  and  death.  He,  by  the  grace  of  the 
pirit,  looks  up  to  the  presence  of  the  Eternal  where  a  precious 
Christ  ever  lives  to  make  intercession  for  him,  and  from  whom 
the  fruits  of  righteousness  abound  to  His  own.  God's  wise  and 
prudent  ones  understand  and  know  these  things.  If  we  are  of 
the  number,  we  shall  know  something  of  the  changes,  desertions, 
and  deliverances  of  Ephraim.     We  shall  be  broken  in  i^idgment 
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to  be' healed  in  mercy.  We  shall  be  killed  feelingly  to  be  made 
spiritually  alive. 

III.— Righteousness  acknowledged  by  them — **For  the 
ways  of  the  LORD  are  right.**  There  may  be  some  of  God's 
poor  children  here  this  morning  who  during  the  past  week  have 
been  harassed  with  trouble,  trial^  disappointment,  and  dissatis- 
faction. Hopes  cut  off,  prospects  blighted,  and  the  future  as 
ffloomy  as  death  and  the  devil  can  make  it.  Well,  the  future 
belongs  to  God,  and  the  present  He  claims  as  His  own.  In  sur- 
veying the  present  and  trying  to  pierce  the  gloom  of  the  future, 
like  Job  we  are  filled  with  distress.  Here  the  desire  of  the  eye 
is  taken  away  with  a  stroke,  and  yonder  the  bread  winners  are 
hurried  out  of  time  by  terrible  catastrophes,  leaving  behind  them 
wives  and  little  ones  to  mourn  their  loss.  As  we  are  led  to  see 
a  ffracious  hand  in  all  events  we  can  say,  "  The  ways  of  the 
LORD  are  right."  Satan  says.  Nay.  Grace  says.  Yea.  I 
think  I  hear  some  poor  old  lady  muttering,  "  It  is  all  very  well 
for  you  who  can  have  a  nicely  provided  table  prepared  for  you, 
to  say,  '  The  ways  of  the  Lord  are  right ; '  but  put  yourself  in 
my  place  without  a  crust  in  the  cupboard  or  a  penny  in  posses- 
sion, with  Satan  tempting,  nature  doubting,  and  all  things  con- 
spiring against  you,  will  you  say  then,  *  The  ways  of  the  Lord 
are  rightt '  *'  Ah,  my  dear  friend,  with  all  the  earthly  comforts 
God  can  give  me,  1  cannot  say  His  ways  are  right  but  by  the 
Holy  Ghost. 

IV. — The  lot  of  the  just  and  of  transgressors — "And 
the  just  shall  walk  in  them,  but  the  transgressors  shall  fall 
therein.'*  Yes,  the  just  shall  walk  with  Jesus  in  povertv, 
perplexity,  persecution,  desertion,  darkness,  and  distress.  He 
will  uphold  them  while  the  transgressors  shall  fall  there.  The 
very  same  spot  where  judgment  is  displayed  against  the 
enemies  of  the  Lord,  there  mercy  is  sweetly  experienced  by  His 
children.  You  see  this  throughout  that  glorious  Psalm  cxxxvi., 
but  it  is  so  little  understood.  ^*  But  overthrew  Pharaoh  and  his 
host  in  the  Red  Sea  :  for  His  mercy  endureth  for  ever."  Mei-cy 
toward  His  own,  judgment  toward  His  adversaries.  Loving- 
kindness  and  aboundmg  grace  revealed  to  those  on  whom  His 
heart's  affections  have  been  fixed  from  the  days  of  eternity  ;  but 
eternal  wrath  and  unmitigated  vengeance  upon  all  the  enemies 
of  His  Christ  and  His  people. 

May  He  add  His  blessing  for  His  own  name's  sake.     Amen. 


End  ok  Volume  III. 
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